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THE   TRANSLATOR'S  PREFACE. 


It  is  now  nearly  eighteen  months  since  the  translator  of  the 
following  work  was  requested,  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Haverty, 
of  New  York,  to  undertake  the  revision  and  annotation  of 
Dermod  O'Connor's  English  version  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Keat- 
ing's  History  of  Ireland,  which  that  spirited  and  patriotic  Irish- 
man was  then  about  to  re-publish,  in  order  to  nave  it  in  his 
power  to  satisfy  the  frequent  and  urgent  demands  for  copies  of 
their  ancient  national  historian,  made  upon  him  by  his  country- 
men who  have  been  exiled  to  these  United  States  of  America. 
With  this  request,  he  rather  too  readily  complied,  deeming  that 
the  former  translation,  which  he  had  not  then  read  attentively 
for  several  years,  would  be  found  sufficiently  true  to  its  original 
for  a  work  intended  for  popular  use ;  and  trusting  that  some 
knowledge  of  the  language,  antiquities  and  ancient  usages  of  his 
native  land,  which  he  had  acquind  in  studying  ancient  Gaelic 
writings,  to  amuse  his  idle  hours,  wilst  living  at  home  in  Ireland, 
would  have  enabled  him  both  to  rectify  any  mistakes  there  might 
have  been  in  O'Connor's  version,  and  to  explain  any  obscure 
allusions  to  historic  persons  and  events,  and  to  ancient  tribes  and 
obsolete  usages,  now  forgotten  by  the  mass  of  the  Irish  public. 
Upon  these  suppositions  did  he  make  light  of  the  proposed  work, 
and  he  was  thereby  led  to  deceive  himself,  as  well  as  his  pub- 
lisher, both  as  to  the  size  of  the  book  itself,  and  as  to  the  amount 
of  labor  and  length  of  time  that  might  be  consumed  in  its  pre- 
paration for  the  press.  Hence  arose  its  premature  announcement 
in  the  Irish  newspapers  of  New  York — an  announcement  for 
which  the  translator,  not  the  publisher,  is  to  blame.  However, 
upon  comparing  some  manuscript  copies  of  the  Foras  Fcasa  Ar 
Eirinn  with  the  previously  published  translation,  Dermod 
O'Connors  English  was  found  so  unlike  what  Dr.  Keating  ac- 
tually wrote,  that  he  considered  that  he  would  be  rendering  his 
fellow-exiles  a  service  of  very  questionable  utility,  unless  he 
should  give  them  an  entirely  new  version  of  the  entire  history. 
Again,  when  the  work  had  been  already  begun,  it  was  found 
that  in  order  to  make  it  intelligible  to  the  majority  of  the  Irish- 
men of  the  present  day,  who  unfortunately  can  only  read  the 
history  of  their  country  in  a  foreign  tongue,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  make  the  explanatory  notes  much  more  copious  than  had 
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been  originally  contemplated,  for  Dr.  Keating  wrote  in  an  age 
when  Irish  tradition  was  still  alive  amongst  hjfe  readers,  and 
when  it  would  have  been  idle  to  explain  matters  which  are  now 
either  forgotten  or  misunderstood.  This  was  another  cause  of 
delay  and  embarrassment.  The  translator  had  not  immediately 
at  his  command  a  sufficient  number  of  reliable  authorities  for  his 
comments  upon   his  author;    and,  as  he  was  resolved  to  de- 

Eend  as  little  as  possible,  either  upon  his  recollection  of  what  he 
ad  formerly  read,  or  upon  his  own  conjectures,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  suspend  his  work  until  he  had  procured  the  books 
which  he  deemed  requisite  for  that  purpose.  In  this  he  has  ex- 
perienced some  difficulties,  hut  he  at  length  partially  succeeded, 
through  the  aid  of  Mr.  Haverty,  who  sent  to  Ireland  for  several 
valuable  works,  and  through  that  of  some  patriotic  Irishmen 
living  in  America,  who  lent  him  the  use  of  their  libraries. 

It  may  appear  not  a  little  presumptuous  in  the  present  writer 
to  have  undertaken  a  labor  of  so  much  importance  to  ancient 
Irish  history,  as  the  translation  and  annotation  of  Dr.  Keating's 
historic^vork — more  especially  as  his  acquaintance  with  the  duties 
of  authorship  is  so  very  slight,  that  he  doubts  whether  he  have 
the  smallest  possible  vocation  or  capacity  for  making  useful  and 
readable  books.  He  must  also  say,  that  though  he  had  once 
taken  a  mournful  pleasure  iir  zealously  studying  the  language 
and  history  of  ancient  Eri,  amid  the  glens  of  ids  native  Gaulties, 
stall  the  remotest  idea  of  ever  seeing  his  name  upon  a  title-page 
never  once  entered  his  mind,  though  many  were  the  vain  day- 
dreams in  which  he  had  indulged,  whilst  awelling  under  those 
mist-clad  hills.  Since  then  he  has  pursued  the  study  at  fitful 
intervals,  through  several  changes  of  scene  and  condition,  but 
never  with  any  other  object  than  the  gratification  of  his  filial  love 
towards  his  father-land.  Under  these  circumstances,  some  apol- 
ogy is  necessary  for  his  present  intrusion  upon  the  reading  public. 
He  trusts  that  the  following  will  be  deemed  sufficient: — He 
knew  that  in  case  he  refused  to  edit  this  work,  an  American 
reprint  of  the  former  translation  would  have  been  published 
nevertheless ;  and  as  no  one  who  knew  anything  of  Gaelic  liter- 
ary antiquities  seemed  about  to  undertake  its  correction,  thought 
it  better  that  a  faithful,  though  not  all-perfect  version,  should  be 
edited  by  him,  than  that  the  former  unintelligible  and  useless 
production  should  be  again  imposed  upon  Irishmen,  under  the 
>pular  name  of  Dr.  Keating — a  publication  that  has  tended  to 
rag  that  author's  name  into  unmerited  disrepute,  and  to  injure 
thefttudy  of  Irish  history  amongst  those  who  cannot  read  our 
ancient  documenH  in  the  original  Gaelic.  Whilst  conscious, 
then,  of  his  own  incompetence  to  do  full  justice  to  his  subject, 
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he  thought  that  he  would  be  able  to  give  his  exifed  countrymen 
something  moite  like  what  Dr.  Keating  wrote  than  what  has  been 
so  long  before  the  public  under  his  name ;  and  that,  if  he  failed 
in  presenting  them  with  a  good  book,  he  would,  at  least,  present 
them  with  one  that  might  not  be  positively  mischievous.  Shall 
he  have  succeeded  even  thus  far,  lie  will  not  deem  that  his  time 
and  labor  have  been  thrown  away. 

The  chief  design  with  which  this  book  has  been  translated 
and  annotated,  has  been  to  make  the  author's  meaning  per- 
fectly understood  by  the  majority  of  its  readers,  and  to  give  the 
latter  some  insight  into  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  ancient 
times  of  which  he  treats.  Should  this  design  be  accomplished, 
the  translator  and  editor  will  rest  perfectly  content  with  what 
he  has  done.  Throughout  the  work  it  has  also  been  a  desired 
object  with  him,  to  fix  the  minds  of  the  disinherited  sons  of  the 
Clanna  Graedhail,  wherever  scattered,  upon  that  green  land  which 
is  their  ancestral  birth-right,  so  that  they  may  never  forget  that 
Ireland  is  their  proper  home,  and  that  it  is  they  themselves,  not  the 
land-jobbers  who  now  devour  its  people  and  its  fruiffe,  thtt  have 
any  just  claim  to  possess  its  soil.  Their  restoration  to  such  birth- 
right has  been  the  aim  of  his  most  longing  and  fondest  ambition, 
since  first  he  began  seriously  to  aagider  their  present  fallen  con- 
dition, and  for  that  end  he  will  stWe  until  he  shall  have  ceased 
to  think.  This  he  would  have  the  object  of  the  ambition  of  all 
true  Irishmen.  However  successful  and  honored  either  them- 
selves or  their  children  may  become,  either  in  this  or  in  any 
other  foreign  land,  he  would  have  them  consider  themselves  but 
as  sojourners  therein.  That  sacred  isle  where  their  forefathers 
lie  piled  many  feet  deep  in  hallowed  mould,  side  by  side  with 
the  saints  who  illumined  Ireland  in  the  days  of  her  glory,  and 
with  the  martyrs  who  cast  a  halo  round  her  declining  fortune, 
should  be  ever  regarded  by  them  as  their  promised  land,  or,  as 
an  Irish  saint  of  the  olden  time  has  it,  the  land  of  their  resurrection. 
He  would  have  them  always  consider  themselves  what  a  con- 
temporary bard  described  the  expatriated  Irishmen  of  former 

times, — 

"  Deoraidhthc  siora  gan  sgith  gan  sos 
Mianaid  a  d-tir  'a  a  n-duthchas." 


In  English — 


"Always  exiled,  restless,  homeless, 
Longing  for  their  fatherland." 


Such  have  been  the  translator's  great  objects,  and  not  either 
literary  fame  or  pecuniary  profit.  Had  the  latter  been  his  object, 
he  might  have  attained  it  long  since,  in  as  far  as  it  is  attainable 
by  him.  with  not  half  the  labor  or  consumption  of  time.   A  new, 
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a  literal  translation  of  Keating,  with  but  few  notes,  might  have 
ere  now  commanded  as  ready  a  sale  as  any  tfye  present  work 
will  ever  have.  It  could  have  also  been  got  out  with  half  the 
expense,  and  less  than  half  the  mental  toil.  Neither  has  his 
object  been  literary  fame,  for  if  it  had,  he  would  have  delayed 
the  publication  for,  perhaps,  another  year,  in  order  both  to  render 
his  work  more  perfect,  and  to  finish  off  much  of  the  explanatory 
matter  which  is  here  presented  to  his  readers  in  a  rather  crude 
and  unpolished,  thougn,  he  trusts,  sufficiently  plain  and  intel- 
ligible shape.  But  his  engagements  with  his  publisher,  and  the 
patrons  of  the  work,  would  not  allow  him  any  further  respite, 
and  he  has  thence  been  forced  to  place  his  book  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer,  in  a  condition  that  does  not  quite  satisfy  himself  in 
a  mere  literary  point  of  view.  This,  however,  costs  him  but 
little  regret,  for  of  all  the  descriptions  of  honest  fame,  that  of  a 
literary  man  is,  perhaps,  the  one  he  least  covets,  not  through 
any  want  of  due  appreciation  of  the  high  mission  of  men  of 
literary  genius  and  talent,  who  can  teach  great  truths  to  their  * 
felloe  in*  appropriate  language,  but  because  his  own  ambition 
does  not  tenet  that  way,  and,  perhaps,  because  it  is  the  species 
of  fame  that  is  most  beyond  his  reacn.  For  this  reason,  were  it 
possible  that  another  name  besides  his  would  have  satisfied  the 
immediate  patrons  of  tliis  ijbok,  as  well  as  his  own,  he  would 
willingly  have  relinquished  all  of  praise  or  of  censure  that  may 
be  attached  to  its  authorship,  to  that  other  man,  while  he  would 
have  nevertheless  labored  with  equal  zeal  and  assiduity  in  the 
work  of  its  production. 

Many  persons  will  no  doubt  feel  disappointed  at  the  style  and 
manner  in  which  the  book  has  been  written  and  edited.  From 
the  premature  praises  which  some  of  his  friends  have  bestowed 
upon  the  literary  and  linguistic  attainments  of  the  editor,  some 
amongst  the  literary  world  may  have  been  led  to  expect  more 
from  his  pen  than  he  has  had  either  the  time  or  the  ability  to 
give  them.  Such  persons  will  certainly  find  much  to  condemn 
and  criticise  in  the  following  pages.  But  upon  this  point  he  is 
not  exceedingly  solicitous.  The  book  is  not  specially  designed 
to  please  literary  people.  It  is  more  designed  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying,  in  plain  and  simple  terms,  certain  information 
about  the  country  and  usages  of  their  ancestors,  to  those  of  the 
translator's  own  race  and  kindred  who  have  not  much  time  to 
devote  to  the  perusal  of  books,  and  whose  early  opportunities 
have  not  enabled  them  to  become  critics  in  the  elegancies  of  a 
language  which  has  been  forced  upon  them  by  their  enemies. 
Provided  these  latter  understand  him  thoroughly,  he  cares  little 
for  the  opinion  of  the  critics. 
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There  is  also  another  class  to  whom  this  translation  may  not 

1)rove  altogether  satisfactory — that  is,  to  students  of  the  Gaelic 
anguage.  It  will  not  in  every  instance  serve  these  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  verbatim  glossary  upon  Dr.  Keating's  original  texfc! 
Such  it  undoubtedly  should  have  been  made,  were  it  found  pos- 
sible in  every  instance  to  have  rendered  the  full  and  exact 
meaning  of  all  Irish  phrases  by  a  word-for-word  version  into 
English.  As  it  is  not  always  possible  to  do  this,  and  as  the 
student  class  forms  but  a  very  small  portion  of  those  for  whose 
use  the  work  is  intended,  it  has  been  preferred,  in  every  instance 
where  a  verbatim  version  would  either  obscure  the  meaning  or 
destroy  the  force  of  the  original,  to  render  the  idiomatic  phrases 
of  the  Gaelic  by  equivalent  English  ones.  An  entirely  wond-foiv 
word  translation  from  any  one  language  into  another,  is  scarcely 
ever  perfectly  true  to  its  original.  From  a  language  so  elliptical 
as  the  Gaelic,  into  English,  which  is  so  opposite  to  it  in  this  and 
in  many  of  its  other  peculiarities,  it  is  hardly  practicable.  For 
this  reason,  it  has  seemed  more  desirable  to  translate  the  history 
so  as  to  make  it  easily  understood  by  the  general  rotdex^rather 
than  so  as  to  save  the  mere  student  of  language  from  the  Trouble 
of  consulting  his  dictionary.  Should  the  latter  need  such  a 
work,  he  will  find  it  in  that  part  of  Keating's  History  which  has 
been  already  published  by  Hallidiy,  and  in  several  recent  pub- 
lications, where  the  word-for-word  system  has  been  adhered  to, 
but  where  the  full  meaning  and  force  of  the  original  has  not  been 
always  expressed  in  English  of  equivalent  import.  Such  works 
are  invaluable  to  the  scholar,  but  often  unintelligible  to  the 
general  reader.  It  is  chiefly  for  the  latter  that  the  translator 
lias  worked  ;  but  in  the  performance  of  his  task  he  has  striven 
to  be  always  as  literal  as  was  consistent  with  clearness,  and  in 
no  instance  has  he  either  amplified  or  curtailed  the  language  of 
his  original,  without  giving  due  notice  thereof.  To  the  best  of 
his  own  ability  and  comprehension  he  has  made  Dr.  Keating 
speak  as  if  that  writer  were  giving  his  narration  in  the  English 
tongue.  He  considers  the  version  here  given  to  be  true  to  his  text, 
and  he  trusts  that  even  the  Irish  student  will  find  it  sufficiently 
so.  Many  imperfections  may,  however,  be  found  therein.  For 
some  of  these  the  editor's  inexperience  is  possibly  to  blame : 
others  have  been  the  result  of  the  haste  with  which  it  has  been 
hurried  from  his  desk  to  the  press,  and  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
been  compelled  all  through  it  to  write  against  time — to  consult 
his  various  authorities,  to  correct  proofs,  and  at  the  same  time 
arrange  new  matter  for  the  printers.  Thus  he  has  never  been 
able  to  see  any  large  portion  of  his  work  before  him  at  one 
time,  soon  enough  to  remedy  several  of  its  manifest  typographi- 
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cal  and  verbal*  errors.  Those  that  are  friendly  disposed  may 
also  allow  him  some  indulgence  from  the  fact  that,  from  the 
commencement  of  his  work  to  its  close,  he  has  not  had  the 
assistance  of  any  one-person  learned  in  the  Gaelic  tongue ;  so 
that,  in  those  instances  where  he  could  not  resolve  his  doubts 
from  written  or  printed  authority,  he  has  been  compelled  to  de- 
pend entirely  upon  his  own  judgment,  and  upon  his  memory  of 
what  he  had  formerly  learned  either  orally  or  from  books.  He 
may  also  find  some  excuse  in  the  fact  that  he  has  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  comparing  a  sufficient  number  of  manuscript  copies 
of  the  Foras  Feasa  ArEirinn,  and  that  none  of  those  of  which  he 
has  had  the  use,  were  much  more  than  one  hundred  years  old. 
Being  isolated  from  all  Irish  scholars,  and  unassisted  even  in 
the  most  minor  details  of  his  undertaking,  he  has  found  his 
duties  much  more  onerous  and  perplexing  than  they  could  pos- 
sibly be  to  a  man  living  in  IrelancL 

The  historical  and  topographical  notes  are  drawn  from  many 
sources.  Copious  quotations  have  been  made  from  the  Annals 
of  theJFouf  Masters,  and  from  the  learned  commentaries  of  Dr. 
O'Donovan  upon  those  venerable  annalists ;  and  also  from 
several  of  the  other  works  edited  by  that  accurate  and  scrupulous 
antiquarian.  This  he  has  repeatedly  acknowledged  in  the  notes, 
but  should  he  have  anywhere  omitted  such  acknowledgment,  he 
here  states  that  he  has  been  almost  everywhere  indebted  to  that 
erudite  author  for  the  location  and  modern  names  of  the  various 
places  mentioned  in  this  history.  By  him  he  has  also  been  guided 
in  many  of  the  notes  inserted,  relative  to  several  of  the  ancient 
Irish  septs.  Copious  quotations  have  been  also  made  from 
O'Flaherty,  O'Halloran,  Moore  and  others.  Wherever  matter 
deemed  explanatory  or  confirmatory  of  the  text  was  found  in  any 
published  authority,  it  has  been  freely  inserted.  Some  few  of  the 
philological  and  etymological  notes  are  original.  So  are  all  those 
relative  to  the  social  and  political  state  of  Ireland  in  past  and 
present  times.  Whatever  be  the  value  or  the  good  taste  of  the 
translator's  remarks  upon  such  subjects,  he  alone  is  responsible 
therefor. 

Should  this  book  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the  enemies  of 
the  Irish  name  and  race,  or  into  those  of  certain  good  folk  of  the 
Irish  themselves,  who  would  fain  have  us  forget  and  forgive  the 
wrongs  perpetrated  upon  those  from  whom  we  have  drawn  the 
source  of  our  existence,  and  still  daily  inflicted  upon  our  breth- 
ren, they  will  no  doubt  say  that  this  is  the  work  of  a  political 
partizan.  But,  upon  that  subject,  it  is  hoped,  that  there  can  be 
no  second  opinion  possible.  If  it  be  the  mark  of  a  partizan  to  be 
thoroughly  Irish  in  heart  and  soul ; — to  love  men  of  Irish  name 
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and  blood  more  than  men  of  any  other ; — to  abhor  the  destroyers 
of  his  nation  and  kinsmen,  who  are  also  the  desolatap  of  his 
own  paternal  hearth,  with  a  hatred  that  neither  time  nor  dis- 
tance can  mitigate ; — then  is  this  the  work  of  a  most  undoubted 
partizan.    Ana  again,  if  an  ardent  desire  to  perpetuate  like  feel- 
ings amongst  the  men  of  his  nation  be  the  part  of  a  partizan, 
then  has  he  edited  this  book  in  a  spirit  of  thorough  partizanship. 
However,  though  he  does  hate  the  present  hostile  garrison  that 
kolds  his  country  in  thraldom  as  heartily  as  if  he  had  lived  in 
the  days  of  Seagnan  O'Neill,  he  still  denies  that  he  has  in  any 
one  instance  allowed  his  partialities  to  cause  him  to  torture 
listoric  fact  to  bear  out  his  own  theories  or  opinions — neither 
lias  he  in  any  one  particular  swerved  from  the  truth  of  history, 
sis  he  has  understood  it.     To  some  well-meaning  friends  of  the 
Irish  people,  and  to  some  good  souls  of  the  Irish  themselves,  he 
deems  it  necessary  to  say  this  much — he  begs  that  they  will 
excuse  him  if  he  shall  have  curdled  the  lactine  fluid  in  their 
kindly  breasts,  by  any  occasional  infusion  of  gall  which  he  may 
lave  pressed  into  these  pages.    From  the  enemies  of  the  Irish 
nation,  he  asks  no  indulgence :  he  would  himself  show  none  to 
them.    He  has  spoken  a  few  of  his  real  sentiments  with  regard 
to  them  and  some  of  their  institutions — institutions  which  he 
regards  as  so  many  hideous  abominations,  and  which  he  ardently 
hopes  to  see  one  day  swept  from  off  the  face  of  this  earth. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  understood  that  it  is  his  desire  to 
stir  up  any  hostile  feelings  of  nation,  race  or  religious  belief 
amongst  his  readers  by  any  remarks  made  either  here  or  else- 
where throughout  these  pages.  He  is  himself  actuated  by  no 
such  feelings.  Nations  nave  been  too  long  made  the  instru- 
ments of  the  enslavement  of  their  neighbors  by  cunning  tyrants, 
who  banded  them  against  one  another  merely  because  they 
chanced  to  dwell  on  different  sides  of  some  sea,  river  or  moun- 
tain, or  because  they  spoke  different  dialects.  He  has,  it  is  true, 
a  strong  partiality  towards  the  natives  of  the  Irish  soil,  and  his 
heart  glows  with  a  more  kindly  heat  towards  men  of  ancient 
Gaelic  names — this  is  part  of  his  instinct ; — but  he  can  also  hold 
out  the  free  hand  of  brotherhood  to  the  Frank  and  the  Saxon. 
It  is  only  when  he  becomes  an  instrument  of  tyranny  that 
hostility  should  be  felt  towards  any  of  one's  fellow  men.  In 
Ireland,  more  especially,  the  foreign  element  has  become  so  ab- 
sorbed in  the  aboriginal,  that  k  would  be  as  just  to  think  of 
avenging  the  wrongs  of  the  Danaan  or  the  Belgian  upon  their 
Spanish  conquerors,  as  it  would  be  those  of  the  latter  upon  the 
followers  of  Earl  Strongbow.  These  have  long  since  merged 
into  the  Gael — so  have  some  of  the  descendants  of  the  more 
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recfent  bonquerors  of  them  all,  the  Cromwellians  and  William- 
ites  of  l#er  days.  The  oppressed  natives  of  Ireland,  of  whatever 
name,  creed  or  blood,  represent  the  ancient  rights  of  its  aborig- 
inal inhabitants.  Their  village  tyrants,  though  some  of  them 
be  of  Gaelic  name  and  blood,  and  a  few  of  them  even  of  the 
national  faith,  are  now  the  only  foreign  enemv.  They  represent 
William  of  Orange,  Cromwell,  Elizabeth,  and  Strongoow — they 
represent  also  the  pirate  sons  of  Miledh,  and  even  now  they 
"  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor  and  beat  the  people  to  pieces,"  as 
mercilessly  as  ever  did  tyrant  plunderer  of  old.  They  still  walk 
in  the  blood-stained  track  of  the  robbers  who  preceded  them. 
It  may  be  some  day  theirs  to  make  full  though  tardy  retribu- 
tion, for  those  crimes  that  were  perpetrated  long  ago,  as  well  as 
for  others  of  more  recent  date — for  ruthless  oppressions  still  in 
course  of  daily  perpetration,  as  well  as  for  those  that  have  not 
been  yet  begun. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  undertaking,  it  was  the  editor's  inten- 
tion to  have  devoted  more  space  to  the  annotation  of  the  geneal- 
ogies of  the  Irish  clans  than  circumstances  have  allowed  him  to 
do.  This  he  regrets  much ;  for  it  is  a  subject  of  very  great  in- 
terest to  men  of  Irish  name  and  race,  and  indeed  to  all  readers 
of  Irish  history ;  for  that  history  is  essentially  one  of  tribes, 
who  were  to  a  great  extent  independent  of  one  another,  and  the 
fortunes  and  ramifications  of  each  tribe  of  them  must  be  consid- 
ered separately  before  the  whole  history  of  the  Irish  people  can 
be  well  understood.  It  was,  however,  found  that  no  comprehen- 
sive view  of  those  tribes  could  be  given  in  a  volume  of  any 
moderate  size,  without  suppressing  much  of  the  explanatory 
matter  which  had  been  already  printed.  Besides  this,  no  mate- 
rials could  be  found  here  in  America,  for  giving  any  full  infor- 
mation about  all  the  tribes  that  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the 
annals  of  Ireland.  For  these  reasons,  it  nas  been  thought  more 
advisable  in  this  publication,  to  give  the  genealogies  of  whatever 
Gaelic  septs  were  found  in  those  copies  of  Keating,  which  were 
accessible  to  the  translator,  with  but  few  comments  of  his  own 
x  thereupon,  and  to  add  to  them  as  many  pedigrees  of  the  more 
distinguished  branches  of  each,  as  he  could  find  in  any  reliable 
record  within  his  reach.  Want  of  room,  and  want  of  materials 
for  their  annotation,  has  also  caused  the  suppression  of  the  gen- 
ealogies of  many  of  the  Anglo-Norman  septs — such  as  the  Ger- 
aldines,  Burkes,  Butlers,  Barries  and  others,  which  are  found  in 
several  manuscript  conies  of  our  author.  These,  as  well  as  a 
a  more  full  account  or  those  now  given,  shall  be  published  in 
a  future  edition,  should  the  present  one  meet  with  the  approba- 
-  lion  of  the  Irishmen  living  in  America. 
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Many  of  the  notes  written  upon  the  history  itself)  have  also 

been  suppressed.    This  will  be  discovered  by  the  reader  as  he 

gets  into  the  book ;  for  perhaps  one-fourth  of  it  had  not  been 

jret  printed,  when  it  was  discovered  that  if  the  annotations  were 

to  be  continued  as  copiously  as  at  first,  the  work  could  not  be 

published  in  less  than  two  volumes  of  the  present  size.      This 

also  has  been  a  source  of  regret  to  the  translator,  for  though 

fae  knows  that  several  of  his  notes  are  unnecessary  to  the  better 

x^ead  of  his  readers,  he  is  still  aware  that  some,  even  of  the 

xxiost  trite  amongst  them,  are  needful  to  those  by  whom  he  would 

ixiore  particularly  make  his  subject  understood,  namely,  to  those 

Irishmen  who  have  had  neither  time  nor  means  to  read  many 

books. 

Amongst  the  suppressed  matter  was  also  a  comparative  vocab- 
ulary of  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Gaelic  languages,  showing  the 
several  affinities,  verbal,  derivational,  and  grammatical,  of  the 
latter  with  the  two  former.  This  was  compiled  a  few  years  since 
hx  JParis,  at  the  request  of  a  French  savant.  But,  though  it  had 
been  already  referred  to  in  the  notes,  and  might  possibly  give 
some  useful  suggestions  to  the-  philologist,  it  was  considered  to 
b^  of  little  interest  to  popular  readers,  and  for  that  reason  was 
^^cle  to  give  place  to  the  Topographical  Appendix,  which  gives 
^e  location  of  the  ancient  Irish  clans,  and  in  some  manner 
8e;>^ves  as  a  guide  to  the  map  that  is  published  herewith. 

^The  appendix  just  referred  to  has  been  almost  entirely  taken 
***>xxi  the  notes  upon  Connellan's  edition  of  the  Four  Masters. 
*- *^o  map  itself  is  the  same  as  the  one  already  published  therewith, 
^*  **-  Haverty  having  purchased  the  original  plate  for  the  illustration 
°*  "the  present  translation.  Neither  the  appendix  nor  the  map  are 
wt*o»t  s no uld  have  been  chosen,  had  there  been  sufficient  time 
a*ici  sufficient  materials  at  hand  for  making  out  others.     The  ap- 
i^H-ciix  is  loosely  arranged,  and  not  sufficiently  accurate  in  de- 
r^il.      The  map  indeed  is  minute,  and  generally  correct  enough 
*lx  its  location  of  the  various  Irish  and  Anglo-Irish  races;  it  has 
^Kion  found  that  in  all  instances,  where  immediate  investigation 
*\*5s    been    possible,  that  those   several  races  did  at  some   pe- 
r*ocl  of  Irish  history,  occupy  the  positions  in  which  they  are 
P*aced  thereon.      But  it  is,   nevertheless,  historically  deceptive 
&*\<i  incorrect,  inasmuch  as  it  represents  the  Irish  nation  at  no 
^e  period  of  its  existence.      Generally  speaking,  the  septs  set 
d*>\vn  upon  it  did  not  occupy  the  same  relative  positions  at  any 
^pscial  epoch.     It  is,  however,  perhaps  as  good  a  map  as  could 
^  given,  if  the  object  were  to  represent  at  one  view,  the  places 
Possessed  by  the  ancestors  of  the  people  forming  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  present  Irish  nation,  from  the  earliest  times  down 
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to  the  reign  of  the  English  queen,  Elizabeth.  To  do  accurately 
^ hat  is  there  attempted,  would  have  required  a  series  of  historic 
maps.  As  such  a  series  is  not  immediately  available,  the  pres- 
ent one  is  given  as  the  best  that  could  be  procured  under  the 
circumstances. 

The  next  matter  to  be  alluded  to  is  the  method  which  has 
been  adopted  in  spelling  many  of  the  Irish  personal  and  local 
names.  The  reader  will  find  them  here  written  in  a  manner 
somewhat  different  from  that  in  which  they  are  usually  seen  in 
books  printed  in  ordinary  characters.  This  has  been  chiefly 
caused  by  the  suppression  of  the  adventitious  letter  A,  whereby 
the  variations  which  some  of  the  Irish  consonants  undergo  in 
the  composition  and  inflection  of  words,  is  most  frequently  ex- 
pressed in  those  modern  publications  which  are  not  in  the  anci- 
ent Irish  character.  The  euphonic  rule  called  Gael  re  cael  agus 
lethan  re  kthan,  which  requires  that  a  vowel  of  the  same  class 
with  that  which  precedes  a  consonant  ending  any  one  syllable 
of  a  word,  should  begin  the  next  succeeding  syllable  of  the 
same.  The  latter  rule  is  perfectly  useless  to  one  who  does  not 
understand  the  euphonic  system  of  the  Gaelic  language,  and  it 
is  not  found  always  observed  in  our  older  manuscripts.  In 
English  it  both  stretches  out  the  words  to  an  extravagant  size, 
and  gives  a  wrong  notion  of  the  quantity  of  many  of  their  sev- 
eral syllables.  The  rule  has  also  little  or  nothing  to  do  with 
the  radical  elements  of  which  the  words  are  composed.  The  use 
of  the  adventitious  A,  after  silent  or  aspirated  consonants,  has 
been  considered  much  more  objectionable  still.  It  has  been  re- 
peatedly found  that  the  insertion  of  this  parasite  character  in 
positions,  where  it  is  not  employed  in  modern  European  lan- 
guages, and  where  in  Irish  the  change  of  sound  is  merely  ex- 
pressed by  a  dot  placed  over  the  consonant  so  affected,  does  but 
prevent  one,  who  can  only  read  English,  from  any  attempt  at 
the  pronunciation  of  those  words  in  which  it  is  found — or  if 
such  person  should  make  any  attempt  to  pronounce  them,  the 
result  is  as  unlike  the  real  Irish  sounas  as  it  is  possible  to  con- 
ceive. The  reader  is  disheartened  at  his  attempt,  and  he  soon 
forgets  a  mass  of  characters  that  seem  as  meaningless  to  him  as 
would  Chinese  symbols.  This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  chief  rea- 
sons why  modern  Irishmen  of  ordinary  education,  find  so  little 
fleasure  reading  the  history  and  antiquities  of  their  country, 
t  gives  one  but  little  pleasure  to  read  about  persons  and  places 
whose  names  one  can  neither  articulate,  nor  remember.  For 
this  reason  those  two  modern  practices  have  been  suppressed  in 
the  following  volume,  and  the  names  have  been  therein  present- 
ed to  the  reader  as  nearly  as  possible  in  their  ancient  simplicity 
of  form. 


Some  friends  of  the  translator  Lave  suggested  to  him  to  write 
down  those  names  according  to  their  modern  pronunciation,  as 
lias  been  already  done  by  Halliday,  in  that  part  of  the  Faras 
1  Feasa  ar  Eirimt  translated  by  him.  But  he  rejected  this  sug- 
gestion, because  his  compliance  therewith  would  have  destroyed 
the  radical  and  elementary  forms  of  many  of  the  names,  while- 
it  could  give  no  standard  of  pronunciation  universal  in  its  ap- 
plication, for,  at  the  present  day,  the  Irish  of  different  province*, 
and  often  of  different  parishes,  vary  very  much  from  each  other 
in  the  sounds  they  give  to  the  same  combinations  of  Letter* 
He  holds  also  that  the  component  parts  of  our  ancient 
names  are  certain  historic  and  ethnographic  landmarks  of  his- 
tory, which  should  not  be  destroyed,  as  they  may  one  day  serve 
as  important  guides  to  scientific  inquirers  into  the  origin  of  the 
races  that  have  colonized  Ireland.  They  have  then  been  mostly 
written  in  l.he  oldest,  and  simplest  form  in  which  they  have  been 
found — a  form  which  is  generally  that  which  is  must  easily  ar- 
ticulated by  English  organs  of  speech— and  all  those  variations 
which  are  considered  by  the  writer  to  have  been  the  conse- 
quences of  more  modern  dialectic  variations,  have  been  mostly 
disregarded.  It  is  also  the  editor's  suggestion  to  the  Irishman 
who  has  not  learned  to  read  his  own  language,  to  pronounce 
such  names  as  if  they  were  English,  giving  their  full  force  to  all 
the  letters.  This  will  be  much  better  than  not  to  pronounce  them 
at  all ;  and  by  doing  so,  one  cannot  perhaps  vary  much  more 
irom  their  true  primitive  sounds,  than  do  the  Irish  themselves 
in  the  Gaelic  which  they  now  speak.  The  most  usual  modern 
pronunciation  of  several  of  the  more  important  ones,  will  fre- 
quently be  found  given  in  italics,  cither  immediately  after  the 
names  themselves  or  in  the  Dotes.  It  was,  indeed,  intended  at 
first,  in  order  to  satisfy  all  parties,  to  have  added  a  table  at  the 
end  of  the  book,  confronting  the  ancient  with  the  modern  and 
more  usual'  forms,  and  representing  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
pronunciation  of  the  latter.  But  the  unexpected  size  of  the 
work  has  caused  its  suppression,  with  much  other  matter. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  ancient  diphthong,  ae,  and  triph- 
thong (Wi',  have  been  introduced  in  place  of  the  modern  ao  and 
aoi.     The  vowel  i  is  also  invariably  used  at  the  end  of  words  in 

5 lace  of  the  now  more  frequent  e.  This  has  been  done  in  or- 
er  to  prevent  it  from  being  made  silent,  as  it  usually  is  in  such 
situations  in  English.  It  is  no  innovation,  for  they  are  used  in- 
discriminately one  for  the  other,  in  such  positions,  in  our  best 
manuscripts.  The  final  e  has,  however,  been  retained  in  situa- 
tions where  it  is  nearly  silent  in  modern  Irish,  that  is,  after  the 
aspirates  dh  and  gh,  as  in  such  words  as  Osraidhe,  Rudhraidhe, 
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Oirnighe,  <tc,  pronounced,  Osree  and  Rooret^Oarnee,  &c, — the 
two  former  being  written,  Osraide,  jRudrauflf,  suppressing  the 
silencing  h  after  the  letter  d:  the  combination  gh  has  been  re- 
tained ;  for  at  the  end  of  words  and  syllables  it  is  usually  silent  as 
in  English.  The  same  remark  applies  to  dh  wherever  it  is  used 
therein. 

The  letter  c  being  always  pronounced  hard  in  Irish,  has  been 
replaced  by  k,  wherever  it  occurs  before  the  vowels  e  or 
t,  for  in  such  position  its  primitive  sound  has  been  so  much 
corrupted  by  the  English,  that  it  now  assumes  the  power  of  s. 
Had  c  been  here  used  in  writing  such  words  as  cill,  cell,  Cear- 
nach,  Ctth  and  Cellachan,  the  English  reader  would  undoubtedly 
call  them  Sill,  Sell,  Searnachr  Seth  and  Sellaghan,  instead  of 
Sill,  Kelt,  Kearnach,  Kellaghan,  and  Keth.  This  substitution 
is,  however,  scarcely  an  innovation,  for  the  Irish  c  and  the  Eng- 
lish k  are  but  different  outward  forms  of  the  same  letter.  It  has 
been  preferred  to  do  this,  rather  than  to  change  the  radical  vowel 
in  such  instances. 

G  also  is  always  sounded  hard  by  the  Irish,  as  in  English  gird, 
get,  begging,  Gilbert  and  girl,  but  never  as  in  the  words  gem,  ginger, 
George,  and  German.  This  the  reader  will  please  to  bear  in 
mind,  for  the  translator  has  not  felt  at  liberty  to  strengthen 
its  force  by  the  introduction  of  the  vowel  u,  in  such  cases,  as 
is  sometimes  done  in  the  English  and  other  tongues.  In  Irish 
words,  the  combination  ch  always  represents  a  hard  guttural 
sound,  iust  as  the  Scotch  pronounce  it  in  the  word  loch,  or  as 
the  Irish  pronounce  gh,  in  their  pátois  of  the  language  of  their 
tyrants,  in  the  corrupted  form  lough.  The  rigidity  and  dryness 
of  the  vocal  organs  of  some  persons,  may  prevent  them  from  mas- 
tering this  sound.  Those  that  are  so  unfortunately  tongue-tied, 
may  call  the  ch  of  the  Irish  k,  if  they  will ;  but  they  should 
never  give  it  that  hybrid  articulation  which  it  has  in  the  words 
church,  chest,  Chichester,  such,  &c. 

Before  e  or  i  the  letter  s  is  pronounced  by  the  Irish  like  the 
English  sh ;  and  sh  sounds  like  a  single  A.  It  may  also  be  here 
remarked  that  no  Gaelic  word  begins  with  an  aspirated  or  silenced 
letter  in  its  primitive  form,  though  the  use  thereof  in  its  com- 
binational ana  grammatical  inflections. 

Before  concluding  these  preliminary  remarks,  the  editor  begs  to 
return  his  thanks  thus  publicly,  to  the  following  gentlemen,  who 
most  kindly  and  generously  lent  him  the  use  of  their  Irish  libra- 
ries, while  engaged  at  his  task.  Foremost  amongst  them,  his 
gratitude  is  due  to  his  friend,  William  Desmond  O'Brien,  Esq., 
Civil  Engineer,  now  residing  at  82  Schermerhorn  street,  Brook- 
lyn, whose  library  has  not  only  furnished  him  with  a  copy  of 


Dr.  O'Donovan's  Translation  of  the  Four  Mast  er.s,  and  several  rare, 
though  most  necessary,  books  upon  Ireland,  bul  without  whose 
genial  encouragement  the  work  might  not  possibly  have  been 
ever  undertaken. 

To  James  Slevin,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  he  is  likewise  most 
thankful.  This  patriotic  gentleman,  whom  the  editor  has  not 
vet  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  personally,  generously  placed 
his  whole  library  at  his  command,  upon  the  first  announcement 
of  his  in  tended  publication.  To  him  he  has  been  indebted  for 
several  volumes  of  the  valuable  and  expensive  works  published 
by  the  Archaeological  and  Celtic  Societies  of  Ireland. 

To  Laurence  Verdon,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  his  thanks  arc  also 
due,  for  the  use  of  many  scarce  and  valuable  works  upon  Ireland, 
which  that  gentleman  has  collected  together  with  a  patriotic  aud 
most  praiseworthy  zeal. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  furnished  the  editor  with  valu- 
able copies  of  the  Fonts  Feasa  ar  Eirinn,  in  the  original  Gaelic. 
Michael  Sheehan,  Esq.,  now  of  New  York,  but  ibrmerly  of 
Kanturk,  in  the  County  of  Cork,  lent  him  a  very  perfect 
copy  of  his  author,  to  which  reference  is  more  fully  made  in 
one  of  the  notes.  This,  with  several  other  Irish  manuscripts, 
compiled  by  his  family  in  former  days,  have  been  brought 
out  by  him  to  this  country  as  memorials  of  his  household 
gods.  This  most  useful  and  seasonable  aid  to  his  undertaking, 
was  received  through  the  agency  of  James  Michael  Sheehan, 
Esq.,  Barri.-ter-at.law,  also  of  New  York,  the  son  of  the  above- 
named  gentleman.  To  them  both  he  thus  publicly  returns  his 
thanks. 

Another  fragmentary,  but  very  correct  manuscript  copy  of 
the  same  work,  was  forwarded  to  him  by  John  H.  Maume,  Esq., 
of  HyattaviUe,  Miami  Co.,  Ohio,  without  any  solicitation  on 
the  editor's  part.  Unfortunately  this  copy  wants  many  pages, 
both  in  the  middle  and  end,  a  thing  much  to  be  regretted,  for 
«ome  entries  have  been  found  therein  which  the  translator  has  not 
mot  in  any  other;  especially  one  with  regard  to  the  battle  of 
Magh  Rath.  To  Mr.  Maume  he  feels  very  grateful  for  the  ready 
«a!  with  which  he  forwarded  this  valuable  document 

To  Mrs.  O'Dwyer,  of  New  York,  he  likewise  feels  singularly 
gr&teful  for  a  complete,  though  more  modern  copy  of  the 
work — a  copy  in  remarkable  accord  with  Halliday's  edition, 
as  far  as  that  translator  went  with  his  publication — and  for  some 
other  Irish  manuscripts,  which  were  the  property  of  her  deceased 
husband,  John  O'Dwyer,  Esq.,  late  of  this  city,  but  formerly  of 
Feathard,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  Ireland. 

Lastly,  though  not  with  least  grateful  feelings,  the  editor 
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returnf  his  thanks  to  Patrick  Martin  Haverty,  Esq.,  No.  110 
Fulton  street,  New  York,  who  has  generouslyaun  the  somewhat 
serious  risk  of  publishing  this  expensive  and  venturesome,  as 
well  as  first  literary  attempt  of  a  writer  hitherto  unknown  to  his 
countrymen  as  such.  In  this  he  has  not  been  actuated  by  the 
ordinary  considerations  of  commercial  speculation.  His  love  of 
Ireland,  and  his  personal  friendship  for  the  author,  have  been 
the  sole  motives  of  the  zeal  which  he  has  displayed,  both  in 
getting  out  the  work,  and  in  preparing  the  way  for  its  success. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  give  further  expression  here  to  his  feelings 
towards  so  valued  a  friend.  But  he  trusts,  whatever  be  the 
merit  or  demerit  of  the  following  translation,  and  whatever  be  its 
fate,  that  the  Irishmen  of  America  will  never  forget  what  they 
already  owe  to  Mr.  Haverty  for  those  volumes  of  the  literature 
of  their  country,  with  whicn  he  has  heretofore  presented  them; 
and  he  hopes  that,  under  his  auspices,  Irish  national  works  will 
find,  at  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  that  encouragement  which  they 
unfortunately  now  lack  at  home. 

Engrossed  by  the  work  of  translation,  in  examining  original 
documents,  and  in  searching  the  various  authorities  whence  he 
has  drawn  his  notes,  as  well  as  being  pressed  as  to  time,  the 
editor  could  not  possibly  have  devoted  any  adequate  attention, 
either  to  the  drawing  up  of  a  personal  memoir  of  Dr.  Keating, 
or  the  collecting  of  materials  therefor.  On  this  account  he  has 
had  recourse  to  his  talented  friend,  Michael  Doheny,  Esq.,  to 
whose  pen  he  owes  the  following  eloquent  discourse  upon  the 
life  ana  times  of  that  historian.  This  gentleman  he  considered 
singularly  qualified  for  that  task,  both  from  his  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  county  of  Tipperary,  of  which  Keating  was  a 
native,  and  from  his  close  connection  with  the  family  from  which 
the  venerable  doctor  had  sprung,  The  memoir  itself  he  has  not 
yet  had  an  opportunity  of  perusing,  but  from  the  zeal  with  which 
it  was  undertaken,  the  pure  patriotism  and  great  talents  of  his 
friend,  he  feels  certain  tnat  it  will  prove  an  interesting  ornament 
to  the  book,  as  well  as  a  useful  and  faithful  introduction  to  the 
person  and  times  of  its  author.  It  may  thus  make  some  counter- 
poise to  literary  readers  for  whatever  there  is  rough  and  un- 
finished in  the  style  of  what  has  been  written  by  the  restive  and 
unpracticed  hand  of  him  who  has  now  translated  and  edited  the 
Foras  Feasa  ar  Eirinn. 

JOHN  O'MAHONY. 

40  Summit  btrect,  Brooklyn, 
July  the  18th,  1857. 
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# 
It  is  to  be  further  observed,  that  Dr.  EJeating  introduced  many 

Latin  quotations  into  the  body  of  his  work,  immediately  after 
which  he  has  given  their  translation  in  the  Gaelic,  or  Irish 
tongue.  The  Latin  of  these  quotations  has,  in  the  present  ver- 
sion, been  transferred  to  the  notes,  whilst  their  translation  into 
English  has  alone  been  retained  in  the  text  Of  the  exactness 
with  which  the  Latin  of  these  extracts  has  been  written  down  by 
Keating's  transcribers,  there  has  been  no  means  of  ascertaining 
neither  has  it  been  possible  to  point  out  the  particular  parts  ox  * 
the  authors  quoted,  where  they  are  severally  to  be  founoL  The 
works  themselves  have  not  been  accessible  to  the  translator. 

It  is  to  be  further  observed,  that  where  the  modem  pronun- 
ciation of  Irish  names  is  shown,  it  is  usually  given  in  italics  and 
in  brackets,  immediately  after  the  word  itself!  In  one  or  two 
instances  it  has  been  forgotten  to  italicise  than,  but  this  tha 
reader  can  easily  perceive. 
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MEMOIR 


OF  THE 


REVEREND  GEOFFREY  KEATING,  D.  D. 


The  materials  for  a  memoir  of  Doctor  Keating  are  meagre  and  unreliable. 
No  two  of  the  fragmentary  accounts  of  his  life,  heretofore  published,  agree  even 
in  the  date  of  his  birth  or  the  place  of  his  education.  This  seems  discreditable 
to  Ireland.  That  so  distinguished  a  scholar  and  eminent  a  divine  has  undoubted 
claims  to  a  high  place  in  the  annals  of  the  country,  and  a  grateful  recognition 
in  the  memory  and  traditions  of  the  people,  admits  of  no  question.  He  has 
done  eminent  service,  and  yet  no  one  can  point  to  where  he  was  born  or  where 
he  lies.  Nor  is  this  apparent  forgetfulness  owing  to  a  want  of  appreciation  in 
his  own  time  or  afterwards.  The  ruthless  hand  of  "  British  civilization,"  laudably 
zealous  to  eradicate  every  vestige  of  "  Irish  barbarism/'  and  especially  the  Celtic 
tongue,  destroyed  with  diligent  haste  every  relic  of  national  literature  it  could 
clutch.  The  remainder  were,  for  the  most  part,  hid,  where  they  were  inacces- 
sible for  generations,  or  buried,  where  they  never  have  been,  and  never  will 
be,  seen.  L»ong  before  then,  the  "  Statute  of  Kilkenny,"  in  its  wisdom,  pro- 
vided and  enacted,  that  the  Irish  alphabet  was  a  "  felony,"  and  the  teaching 
thereof  *'  praemunire."  We  are  not  informed  how  many,  or  whether  auy,  in- 
curred the  dreaded  penalty  of  ".  praemunire,"  but  this  may  be  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  "  facile  judges,"  and  "  well  affected  juries,"  for  the  •'  Statute  " 
was  long  before  the  time  when  that  notorious  casuist,  Sir  John  Davies,  learned 
the  true  value  of  these  "  institutions."  In  his  day,  it  may  be  safely  inferred,  that 
to  frame  an  indictment  under  the  "  Statute"  would  baffle  even  his  ingenuity,  for 
no  one  was  left  who  could  identify  the  "  felony,"  or  remotely  comprehend  what 
constituted  "  praemunire."  Those  who  cherished  the  Irish  tongue,  taking  with 
them  whatever  literary  treasures  they  possessed,  hid  themselves  in  the  depths  of 
the  forests,  with  wolves  for  their  companions,  where  British  civilization  went 
howl  in  it  on  their  track  as  if  they  were  veritable  beasts  of  prey. 

Hence  it  is  that  we  know  so  little  of  Geoffrey  Keating,  who  was  himself 
compelled  to  quit  the  haunts  of  men  and  take  refuge  with  the  beasts  of  the 
woods.  Hence  it  is,  too,  that  good  men  of  a  later  day,  unable  to  discover  the 
sources  of  his  information,  have  rejected  his  authority.  Even  Moore  discredited 
it,  mainly  on  the  ground,  that  its  early  sources  flow  in  confluence  with  the  fabu- 
lous and  impossible.  This  objection  is  the  chief  one  urged  against  him ;  and 
yet  it  lies  with  greater  force  against  Livy's  graud  hymn  of  Roman  Story,  against 
Ilorodotus,  the  father  of  profane  history,  and  against  the  fountain  of  Grecian 
literature  and  first  source  of  Grecian  history,  the  matchless  song  of  Homer, 
wherein  truth  and  fable,  fact  and  miracle,  wrestle  with  each  other  even  as  men 
wrestle  with  the  Gods  of  Olympus.  It  may  be  urged  against  all  history  of 
ancient  origiu.  The  shadows  of  Romance  becoming  instinct  with  tradition  colored 
the  early  literature  of  the  middle  ages  and  imparted  to  it  its  most  attractive 
[ill] 
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charm.  Even  in  our  own  time,  and  in  this  hard  republic,  the  traditions  and 
superstitions  of  the  rod  man  begin  to  tinge  our  historic  literature.  Perhaps  this 
topic  is  un3uited  for  discussion  here.  It  is  introduced  to  shew  that  the  objection 
is  untenable.  Doctor  Keating  merely  gives  as  current  traditions  what  modern 
criticism  rejects  as  fabulous ;  and  such  traditions,  fabulous  or  not,  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  true  understanding  of  the  character  and  customs  of  a  people — 
and  the  true  delineation  of  their  history. 

But  the  objection  is  not  of  so  much  importance  in  itself  as  in  its  tendency 
to  discredit  the  historian  when  he  come3  to  deal  with  facts,  Some  of  these 
facts,  seemingly  improbable,  were  disputed  with  vehement  zeal.  But  the  con- 
tradictions have  been  of  late  refuted  by  positive  proof.  Through  the  generous 
efforts  of  the  Archeological  and  other  kindred  societies,  Irish  manuscripts,  of 
great  age  and  undisputed  authority,  have  been  brought  to  light  which  prove  in- 
contestably  many  of  the  disputed  facts  in  Keating's  history.  Modern  Irish 
learning  is  now  so  ripe  in  discernment,  that  it  can  distinguish  the  age  of  a  manu- 
script by  its  style.  Some,  of  these  mentioned,  are  cotemporaneous  with  occur- 
rences deemed  fabulous  in  Keating,  and  they  fully  corroborate  him.  They  not 
only  prove  his  accuracy,  but  attest  his  vast  erudition  and  application ;  for  to 
translate,  to  collate  and  compare,  so  as  to  make  them  a  chain  of  conclusive 
evidence,  has  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  tasked  the  energies,  not  of  one,  but  of 
several  of  our  most  eminent  scholars  and  assiduous  workers.  If  we  further 
consider  their  facilities,  their  leisure,  their  advantages  and  opportunities,  and  the 
circumstances  which  surrounded  Keating,  our  astonishment  at  his  achievement 
must  be  indeed  great  Those  circumstances,  as  will  appear,  account  for  the 
confusion  that,  in  many  places,  characterises  his  narrative.  It  is  evident  such 
confusion  results  from  a  defect  of  accurate  data.  But  his  sincerity  is  unim- 
peachable, and  so  well  established  is  his  authority  that  in  reconciling  any  slight 
difference  between  the  "  annalists,"  John  ODouovan,  the  most  gifted  Irish  scholar 
of  our  day,  or  perhaps  any  other,  reconciles  them  by  quoting  Doctor  Keating. 
This  is  especially  so  with  regard  to  the  annals  of  the  four  Masters,  which  were 
concluded  in  Doctor  Keating's  time.  It  is  impossible  he  could  have  seen  them, 
and  yet  nearly  all  their  facts  and  his  are  identical,  and  where  they  are  not,  there 
arc  in  many  instances  higher  authorities  on  his  side.  There  is  no  doubt  then, 
that  when  the  history  of  Ireland  comes  to  be  written  in  its  fullness,  Doctor  Kea- 
ting's authority,  where  he  speaks  positively,  will  be  unquestioned. 

It  is  now  time  we  should  say  what  we  can  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  per- 
sonally. Doctor  Keating  himself  traces  his  lineage  to  the  distinguished  family 
of  that  name,  whose  various  branches  held  high  rank  and  large  possessions  in 
the  Counties  of  Wexford,  Kildare,  Carlow,  Waterford,  Tipperary  and  Cork. 
According  to  the  traditions  of  the  family,  adopted  and,  so  to  say,  legalised  by 
the  books  of  Heraldry  in  Ireland,  the  founder  of  the  house,  whose  original  name 
is  now  unknown,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Norman  invaders,  who  kindled 
the  beacon  fire  that  lit  the  way  of  Fitzstephens  into  Cnan  and  Bhanilch.  The 
story  goes,  that  as  he  lay  by  his  watchfire,  a  wild  boar  chancing  to  prowl 
that  way,  was  proceeding  to  attack  him,  until  frightened  by  the  sparkling  of 
the  fire,  when  he  fled  in  dismay.  The  watcher,  thus  providentially  saved,  adopted 
for  his  crest  a  wild  boar  rampant,  rushing  through  a  brake,  with  the  motto, 
"  fortis  et  fidelis,"  and  his  name  became,  we  are  not  told  how,  Keating  or 
Keting,  from  the  Irish  words,  "Cead  tinne,"  "  first  fire." 

As  early  as  the  year  1179,  only  ten  years  after  the  landing  of  Fitzstephens,  we 
find  the  name  "  Halis  Keting,"  a  subscribing  witness  to  a  grant  to  Dunbrody 
Abbey  by  Henry  de  Moutmorencie.  This  fact,  in  the  absence  of  other  evidence, 
would  be  sufficiently  conclusive,  against  the  assumption  that  Keating  was  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  Norman  name, "  Etiennre,"  for  no  such  corruption  had  taken 
place  at  that  early  date,  nor  did  the  invaders  hold  familiar  intercourse  with  the 
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As  Dermid  Moo  Murehad  arrived  in  Ireland,  from  his  «He,  a  year  before 
the  landing  of  Fiuwtnphen»,  and  «ii  accompanied  by  Welshmen,  and  aa  he  wm 
«aiioosiy  expecting  the  arrival  of  his  auxiliaries,  nothing  would  be  more  natural 
than  that  01»  at  theme  Welshmen  should  be  employed  a*  a  watcher  for  U  ' 
,  nod,  oo  Ma  moon,  should  be  rewarded " 
je  title  and  distinction  of  "  Oeed  tirae." 
"Halls  KetingBwas  undoubtedly  the  founder  of  the  house,  fie  received 
large  greats  of  land.  His  principal  estate  and  rtsideiHe  wag  ReláVinstown,  in 
Wexford.  His  descendants, being  in  oonneotion ,ir not  Haired,  with  the  Gerel- 
dina,  extended  their  sway  over  many  counties,  and  were  distinguished  for  bospj- 


tsJityaod  courage.  Narragbmore  f  n  Kildare,  the  residence  of  one  of  the  family, 
hma  remained  famous  to  onr  own  day  fur  its  "  dead  mile  milte,"  which  was 
known  all  over  the  island. 

.Kindling  the  fire,  that  lit  the  fheman'i  way,  was  by  no  mean,  a  cherished  title 
to  Irish  gratitude.  Bet,  in  process  of  time,  many  of  the  Normans,  as  was  pro- 
-— '-=-'  -"'-"  --"■■-T,  became  nntionaUaed,  and  hi  defiance  of  the  "Statute  of 
ts  and  other  devices  of  "  British  el  filiation,"  entered  into 
fosterage  and  «mrjred  with  the  Irish.  Nay,  sometimes 
m  length  of  innrnarryins;,  being  so  rade  of  taste  aa  to 
igued    Irish  beauty  to  toe  haughtiest  Norman  dame. 


Kilkenny  "  London  edicts  and  other  de-riots  of  "  British  clrilisttion,"  entered  into 

tbe  honored  relations  of  fosterage  and  gf    "  "  "     '  '  ' 

**  "  T  went  the  andaciou»  length  of  lute 

1  beauty  to  the  haughtiest  1 
g  these  were  the  Keatings,  who,  on  many  an  occasion,  proved  themselves 
(torroitiable  opponent?!  to  Loodon  taw  and  King  bishops. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  James  Keating,  Prior  of  Kilmamham,  stormed 
pablin  Castle,  and  held  it  for  months  against  the  Government.    He  was  after- 
wards dislodged  and  attainted,  and  Parliament,  in  furtherance  of  civilisation, 
enacted  and  ordained  that  no  person  born  in  Ireland  should  ever  thereafter  be 
Prior    of  Kilmainham ;  a  salutary  enactment  which  became  a  precedent  in 
practice  with  the  English  garrison  in  Ireland  cversince.     During  the  "  rebel- 
lion "  of  the  great  Ear!  of  Desmond,  the  Keatings  of  Carlo  w  did  each  good  ser- 
vice in  his  cause  that  the  whole  sept,  branch  and  name,  were  attainted.    How 
it  tired  with  the  Tipperary  families,  with  whom  the  Doctor  is  more  immediately 
connected,  wc  have  no  record  of.     Possibly  that,  being  under  the  protection  of 
Otmond,  and  holding  their  estates  in  his  palatinate,  they  took  no  part  for  or 
against  their  kinsman  of  Desmond. 

Geoffrey  Keating  was  bom  when  Gerald  of  Desmond  held  regal  sway  in  his 
"  Kingdom  of  Kerry,"  and  opened  asylums  for  monk  and  priest  in  his  manifold 
stronsholds,  in  open  defiance  of  the  "Statutes  in  such  case  made  and  provided," 
sad  instill  more  daring  defiance  nf  the  frowns  and  menaces  of  his  "well  beloved 
Mil  gracious  mistress."  The  date  of  Keating's  birth  is  fixed  by  some  at  1510 
and  by  some  at  1581,  and  his  birthplace  at  Burgess  and  Tubrid  respectively. 
Both  places  arc  in  the  parish  of  Tubrid,  near  Clogbcen,  and  not  far  from  Nichols- 
town  or  Shaubally,  the  principal  seats  of  the  Keating  family  in  Tipperary.  The 
end  locality  is  of  little  importance,  and  the  date  1570,  may  be  assumed  as 
correct,  for  otherwise  he  would  have  been  but  a  mere  child  when  sent  away 
from  Ireland,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  have  acquired  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  Irish  language.  His  parents,  we  are  told,  were  in  affluent 
eiraimstances.  But  the  fact,  that  their  names  have  not  been  preserved,  leads  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  "  reformation  "  extended  ite  civilising  influence  to  them 
ind  that  they  held  their  possessions  in  a  quasi  incognito. 

Geoffrey  Keating  was  sent  to  school  at  a  very  early  age ;  bnt  his  proficiency 
st  that  time,  or  what  were  his  particular  studies,  we  are  without  any  account  of. 
As,  however,  the  Irish  and  latin  were  the  languages  of  the  "  schools,"  it  is  to 
be  presumed  be  first  mastered  the  difficulties  of  his  native  tongue  and  beeame 
fcmtliar  with  its  complex  construction.  His  works,  too,  considering  that  he 
spent  the  beat  years  of  his  youth  and  manhood  abroad,  abundantly  testify  that 
the  study  of  Irish  engaged  his  earliest  attention.    His  opportunities  for  acquiring 
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a  thorough  knowledge,  not  only  of  Irish  bat  of  the  classics,  were,  in  his  part  of 
the  country,  numerous  and  easy  of  access.  The  Irish  schools  yet  flourished  in 
despite  of  the  destructive  tendencies  of  the  "  reformation."  There  wa3,  at  that 
time,  a  famous  school  at  Cahir,  protected,  perhaps,  by  one  of  the  Ormonds,  who 
had  his  residence  there,  where,  in  all  likelihood,  young  Keating  spent  his  early 
years.  In  the  absence  of  any  testimony,  of  his  progress,  let  us  glance  briefly  at 
the  Irish  school,  as  an  institution  of  the  country  at  that  day,  and  for  ages  before. 

The  early  literary  history  of  Ireland  stands  out  in  proud  distinction  from  that 
of  any  other  country  in  Europe.  While  the  revel  of  the  Goth  profaned  the  Roman 
forum,  and  he  stabled  his  steeds  in  the  Coliseum,  the  pilgrims  of  learning,  from 
every  darkened  land,  found  shelter,  sustainment,  aud  inexhaustible  sources  of  in-  * 
formation,  in  Ireland.  When  this  noted  distinction  of  hospitality  and  learning 
took  it3  date,  we  are  not  precisely  informed.  Bede,  the  truest  British  historian, 
does  ample  justice  to  the  superior  claims  of  Ireland  in  that  regard.  Long  before 
his  time,  he  asserts,  such  was  the  fame  of  the  Irish  schools,  that  when  a  person 
of  note  was  missed  from  Great  Britain  or  the  continent,  it  was  concluded,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  he  had  "  gone  to  Ireland  in  search  of  learning."  This 
was  Ion"  anterior  to  the  discovery  of  the  art  of  printing,  when  even  a  limited 
scholarship  bespoke  a  life  of  toil  and  assiduous  devotion. 

Originally,  the  school  was,  in  Ireland,  a  state  institution.  It  had  wide  foun- 
dations and  an  ample  inheritance.  The  teachers  were  held  in  high  estimation 
and  ranked  next  to  royalty.  In  process  of  time  the  Church  lent  its  influence 
to  the  advancement  of  learning.  Every  monastery  was  a  college,  where  pupils, 
from  all  lands,  received  not  only  a  solid  education  but  sumptuous  entertainment. 
It  mattered  not  whence  they  came  or  whither  they  were  bent.  The  college  hall 
and  college  hospitality  were  open  to  all  comers. 

These  institutions  nourished  at  the  time  of  the  invasion.  They  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  most  refined  of  the  Normans,  and,  after  a  while,  commanded  their 
support.  They  endowed  abbeys  and  gave  large  grants  for  the  maintenance  of 
education.  The  secular  clergy  too,  were,  according  to  the  new  system,  obliged 
to  dispense  a  third  of  their  incomes  on  purposes  of  learning.  No  doubt  the 
Norman  monks  and  professors  perverted  their  office  in  many  an  instance,  by 
ignoring  the  Irish  tongue  and  defaming  the  literature  of  Ireland.  But  the 
schools  flourished ;  and,  when  the  nobles  of  the  Pale  entered  into  relations  of 
gossip  red  and  marriage  with  the  natives,  the  schools  once  again  became  national- 
ised. In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  nothing  was  more  common  than  monasteries 
of  English  foundation,  from  which  the  English  tongue  was  excluded.  Hence, 
the  Norman  youths  found  it  indispensable  to  learn  the  former  language. 

On  this  state  of  things  supervened  the  "  Reformation."  Its  natural  effect 
was,  to  make  the  schools  more  Irish.  So  also  did  it  affect  the  lords  of  the  pale, 
who  remained  faithful  to  the  old  religion.  For  the  old  faith  and  tongue,  at  onoe 
proscribed  alike,  they  risked  land,  liberty  and  life.  But  wheu  the  abbeys  were 
confiscated  and  Queen's  bishops  usurped  the  sees,  the  schools,  though  at  first 
stoutly  defended,  were  in  many  places  driven  from  their  ancient  seats  to  find 
shelter  in  the  desert.  The  bold  Earl  of  Desmond  lonjj  upheld  them  in  their 
integrity.  Ormond,  too,  although  the  inveterate  foe  of  tne  Óeraldinc,  permitted, 
or  at  least  connived  at,  them  in  his  palatinate  ;  not  as  of  yore,  connected  with 
monasteries,  or  as  state  institutions,  but  scattered  over  the  country  in  buildings, 
erected  by  individual  bounty  on  the  model  of  the  ancient  College  Hall.  These 
were  numerous  in  Tipperary  when  Keating  was  a  boy. 

It  did  not  need  then,  or  thereafter,  that  the  student  should  confine  himself  to 
a  school  near  his  home.  He  may  proceed  whither  he  pleased,  where  the  fame 
of  the  teacher,  in  the  science  or  language  he  studied,  invited  him ;  and  he  was» 
sure  to  be,  not  only  the  welcome,  but  the  prized  guest  of  whatever  family  he 
honored  by  accepting  its  hospitality.  Often,  long  thereafter,  when  the  pale  par- 
liament made  and  ordained  it  "  treason,"  was  this  hospitality  religiously  ob» 
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served.  The  Irish  student,  in  the  darkest  days,  found  a  home  and  a  school — were 
it  even  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth — to  fit  him  for  a  ministry,  in  the  fulfillment  of 
which  he  had  to  brave  death  on  the  scaffold.  France,  Spain,  Italy  and  Ger- 
many, either  opened  and  endowed  colleges,  or  allowed  them  to  be  fouuded  on 
their  territories  by  Irish  princes  for  the  Irish  ecclesiastical  student,  wherein  his 
life  was  consecrated  to  a  mission  of  martvdom  in  his  native  land. 

Geoffrey  Keating  having  acquired  the  necessary  information  in  the  Irish 
school,  was  at  the  age  of  sixteen  (1586)  sent  to  one  of  these  foreign  colleges — 
we  are  not  with  any  certainty  informed  which — to  complete  his  studies  and  be 
admitted  to  the  priesthood. 

Even  through  the  long  and  desolating  period  of  persecution,  then  begun,  the 
Irish  school  survived.    In  many  counties,  as  late  as  the  end  of  George  Ill's 
reign,  there  were  famous  classical  schools  in  which  the  English  tongue  was 
never  heard.    And  down  to  our  own  day,  literary  hospitality  continued  uui in- 
paired.    The  ablest  masters,  classical  and  scientific,  have  taught  thousands  of 
students,  who  for  years  were  entertained  with  the  most  lavish  kindness  in  the 
houses  of  the  farmers  in  the  districts  around  the  school,  of  late  a  barn  or  de- 
serted dwelling  of  mud  wall  and  thatched  roof.    In  Tipperary,  Waterford  and 
limerick,  it  was  usual  to  have  two  of  those  "  scholars,"  living  for  four  and 
five  consecutive  years  with  a  family,  and  treated  with  extreme  courtesy  and  tender- 
ness.   Such  was  the  devotion  of  this  class  not  only  to  "  scholars,"  but  scholar- 
ship, that  in  the  first  cycle  of  this,  century  there  was  scarcely  a  farmer  of  any 
competency  who  did  not  give  one  son,  and  sometimes  all  his  sons,  a  classical 
education,  without  any  reference  to  their  intended  professions  or  pursuits. 

But  what  nor  persecution,  nor  war,  nor  confiscation,  nor  the  scaffold,  had  been 
able  to  effect,  has  been  accomplished  by  the  poor  law  of  1842  and  the  famine 
of  1846-7.  The  true  Irish  schools  and  the  honored  custom  of  hospitality  atten- 
dant on  it,  under  the  baneful  influence  of  London  law  and  London  pestilence, 
liave  passed  away.  Charity  has  become  mercenary,  and  hospitality  warped, 
under  the  pestilent  influence  of  "  British  protection,"  noy,  alas  I  not  only  eudured 
but  begged  for. 

This  is,  perhaps,  digressive ;  and  yet  it  seems  needful  as  illustrative  of  the 

system  of  education  in  which  Keating  took  his  first  lessons,  and  in  the  spirit  of 

which,  his  work  is  conceived.    The  perils  that  beset  the  school  in  his  time,  and 

the  destruction  that  afterwards  swept  over  it,  sufficiently  account  for  the  fact 

that  so  little  is  known  of  his  early  life  and  studies.     Nor  can  he,  his  works,  or 

the  circumstances  of  his  time,  be  thoroughly  understood  or  estimated,  without 

tracing  somewhat  in  detail  the  marked  events  in  the  progress  of 4i  Reformation,'' 

giving  color  and  vitality  to  the  thoughts  and  efforts  of  the  era.     They  wore 

cotcrnporaneous  with  Keating 's  youth,  manhood  and  age,  and  must  have  stamped 

their  impress  on  hi3  feelings  and  aspirations.     No  doubt  he  was  informed  of  the 

more  hideous  atrocities  that  darkened  the  track  of  "  reform  ;"  and  no  doubt  they 

influenced  his  generous  design  to  preserve  the  monuments  of  Irish  learning  which 

th?  besom  of  "  reformation"  was  so  busy  in  sweeping  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Lot  us  therefore  leave  the  student  to  his  studies  for  a  time,  to  follow  tlu  inarch 

of •' reformation"  and  "British  civilization." 

The  former  owed  its  birth  in  England  to  Ilenry  VIII.  lie  had  bc:n  styled 
and  ordained  "  defender  of  the  faith,"  for  the  Pope,  who  conferred  the  distinc- 
tion, paid  no  attention  to  the  warning,  *•'  put  not  your  faith  in  princes.-'  Like 
many  another  guardian,  Ilenry  betrayed  liis  ward  aud  abandoned  the  faith  he 
"defended,"  for  a  faith  that  defended  his  crimes.  lie  was  not,  however,  a  fana- 
tic or  a  bigot.  He  changed  his  religion  to  suit  his  lusts,  with  the  sam;*  indif- 
ference with  which  he  would  change  his  dress,  liis  reign,  his  life,  his  death, 
were  one  round  of  licentiousness.  lie  did  little  in  Ireland,  save  to  cause  an  act 
to  be  passed,  "suppressing"  the  monasteries.  But  this  seemed  intend  .d  as  a 
bait  to  the  turbulent  lords  of  the  Pale,  whom  he  hoped  to  conciliate  by  the  pros- 
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pect  of  a  division  of  the  abbey  lands,  as  the  monasteries  flourished  even  as 
though  they  never  were  "  suppressed."  Theretofore,  his  ancestors  held  dominion 
in  Ireland  as  a  fief  of  the  Pope  ;  and  now,  as  the  Pope  refused  to  minister  to 
his  infamies,  he  resolved  to  cast  off,  at  the  same  time,  his  spiritual  authority  and 
the  title  which  his  predecessors,  Kings  of  England,  usurped  in  his  name.  Ac- 
cordingly, Ms  Parliament  duly  enacted  him  "  King  of  Ireland,"  npon  nine-tenths 
of  which  neither  King  nor  Parliament  dared  to  set  foot. 

There  was  scarcely  anything  done  towards  "  reforming"  the  Irish,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.  His  counsellors  confined  their  operations  to  "  reforming" 
the  book  of  Common  Prayer,  the  orthodoxy  of  which  Ms  Parliament  duly 
enacted.  Edward  reigned  but  a  few  years,  and  was  a  mere  child;  and  on 
Mary's  accession  the  ajcts  affecting  the  Catholics  were  immediately  repealed. 
Thus,  when  Elizabeth  came  to  the  throne,  which  event,  so  auspicious  to  Ireland, 
crowned  the  glory  of  the  year  1558,  there  were  no  penal  laws  on  the  Irish 
Statute  book. 

Of  all  the  turbulent  times  through  which  "  Reformation"  sped  its  mission,  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth  was  emphatically  the  red  reign.  It  was  tne  reign  of  rapine, 
tears  and  blood.  It  trafficked  in  treason  and  generated  the  spy.  It  governed 
by  subornation,  fraud  and  lies.  It  stimulated  "rebellion"  for  the  pleasure 
and  profit  of  crushing  it  in  its  own  blood.  It  sowed  turbulence  to  reap  confis- 
cation. The  spirit  of  Elizabeth  was  dark  and  daring.  She  was  equally  crafty 
and  inexorable.  She,  at  first,  affected  to  conciliate  the  Pope.  The  Pope  and 
College  of  Cardinals  had  promulgated  a  decree,  pronouncing  the  marriage  of 
Henry  and  her  mother  null.  Her  dearest  object  was  to  procure  the  reversal 
of  this  terrible  judgment,  for  she  knew  that  in  the  minds  of  almost  all  the  sove- 
reigns of  Europe  at  the  time,  the  throne  of  England  was,  in  her  person,  occupied  by 
a  bastard.  Her  overtures  to  the  Pope  were  earnest  and  pressing,  but  finding  that 
he  rejected  them,  she  resolved  to  overthrow  an  authority  she  could  not  suoorn. 
For  this  project  Ireland  presented  the  fairest  field,  for  while  eradicating 
"  popery"  she  may  be  able  to  carry  her  conquests  over  the  whole  of  the  island. 
Her  ambition,  capacity  and  daring  were  boundless,  and  were  well  seconded  by 
the  craft  Of  her  counselors.  At  the  same  time,  her  acts  were  frequently,  dis- 
tinguished by  queenly  generosity.  She  loaded  with  her  bounty  the  Irish  princes 
who  abdicated  their  chieftancy  and  patrimony  to  take  estates  and  titles  at  her 
hands.  She  pardoned  with  grace  and  distinguished  by  princely  favors  those 
who  had  defbd  her  power.  Li  granting  titles  and  estates  to  an  Irish  chief,  she 
imposed  no  condition  and  suggested  no  change  of  religion.  These  details  she 
left  to  her  counselors.  If  vengeance  she  entertained,  it  was  for  them  to  execute 
it.  They  were  men  of  no  faith  and  no  scruples.  They  did  the  dirtiest  work 
with  a  relish.  They  sent  the  spy  around  to  suborn  the  petty  chief  and  submit 
to  him  the  dazzling  allurements  that  awaited  his  treachery  to  his  rightful  prince. 
And  sure  was  she  to  receive  him  graciously  and  bestow  on  him  precious  favors 
as  well  as  broad  dominions,  as  the  meed  of  his  treason.  Thus,  while  treachery 
was  the  life-blood  of  her  power  and  the  sole  means  of  extending  her  conquests 
in  Ireland,  she  invested  it  with  munificence  and  a  captivating  generosity. 

Her  success  in  subornation  was  not  equal  to  her  ambition.  It  halted  far  in 
rear  of  her  impetuous  desires.  If  a  degenerate  sire  took  a  beggarly  earldom  at 
her  hands,  many  a  time  did  he  right  sorely  rue  it ;  for  his  son  or  some  other 
having  good  title  to  the  waud  of  chieftaincy,  clutched  the  sword  and  truncheon 
to  assert  the  privilege  of  his  clan.  She  therefore  determined  to  try  confiscation. 
Accordinglv,  she  summoned  a  Parliament,  and  Sydney,  the  very  man  who  two 
year*  previously  presided  over  the  Parliament  that  exultingly  repealed  all 
previous  penal  enactments,  presided  also  over  this  one,  that  enacted  laws  far 
more  penal.  Elizabeth's  Parliament,  held  in  Christ  Church,  Dublin,  in  1559, 
"  provided  "  that  the  "  reformation"  should  be  established  in  Ireland,  six  conn* 
ties  of  which  were  at  the  time  governed  by  the  Queen — that  he  or  she  who 
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refssed  to  renounce  ut  "  foreign  power,"  that  k  the  mirrtaal  supremacy  of  the 
Pope,  should,  for  the  Bret  cantos,  forfeit  land  ud  goods ;  for  the  second,  imw 
the  penalties  of  "  prwnnnirfi ;"  and,  for  the  third,  those  of  high  treason.  This 
Parliament  in  ohiafiy  remarkable  for  the  foot,  that  it  proscribed  iteelf ;  for 
meet  of  the  members,  being  Catholics,  had  throe  times,  at  least,  asserted  the 
ssiritaal  supremacy  of  the  Pope,  for  which  crime,  according  to  their  owu  law, 
they  shook!  be  hanged  and  quartered.  The  truth  it,  no  ooe  supposed  the  law 
would  be  enforced,  and  there  is.  reason  to  behove  that  aamranoe  was  given  to 
that  enact  However  this  may  be,  as  soon  as  the  policy  of  subornation  began 
openly  to  foil,  prosecution»  were  commenced  against  priests  endpriest  harborers, 
which  Gerald  of  Desmond  would  not  brook  in  his  domain.  He  would  shelter, 
me  and  honor,  orirart  and  bishop,  at  his  own  good  pleasure,  so  help  him  God 
tad  his  trusty  blade.  Vicissitudes  of  a  startling  nature  followed,  until  we  fold 
Desmond  in  open  remit  for  tbe  libertiM  and  religion,  of  the  pale.  The  fortunes 
of  this  war  we  have  not  space  to  relate.  Enough  to  say,  that  after  various  sue- 
easee,  ruin  overtook  the  champion  of  Catholicity  at  last,  and  the  cause  he 
erponsed,  set— «t  least  in  the  Booth-  -in  blood. 

When  the  banner  of  Desmond  went  down,  and  his  head,  cat  off  by  vulgar 
buds,  was  staked  on  London  bridge— where  it  long  grinned  at  Saxon  churls 
ud  upstart  prelates,  who  came  that  way  to  gase  at  the  ghastly  spectacle— the 
fJnsen'K  minions  and  ■  undertakers,"  among  whom  were  parcelled  tbe  broad 
'  """  i,  began  to  work  their  wicked  will  in  Ireland  on  priests  and 


people.  Witches  and  priests  were  the  special  objects  of  the  persecution.  11m 
fanner,  Coxe  informs  us,  were  condemned  by  "  the  laws  of  nature ;"  bnt  whether 
it  was  by  tbe  laws  of  nature,  or  man.  or  beast,  the  latter  were  doomed,  he  does  not 
condescend  to  tell.  We  know,  indeed,  that  the  laws  of  the  pole  were  sonnd  on  such 
business ;  for  did  they  not  "  make  and  provide  "  that  it  was  high  treason  "  a  third 
tine"  to  deny  the  divine  authority  of  Elizabeth  as  the  head  of  God's  church  on 
«will  ?  But  to  wait  for  the  third  denial  was  work  too  slow  in  these  days,  and 
so  tbe  executioners  decided  that  the  first  denial  was,  in  "  intendment  of  law,"  the 
third,  and  thus  were  enabled  to  bang,  quarter,  and  disembowel  for  the  first 
«Hence.  Patrick  O'Hely,  bishop  of  Mayo,  and  Cornelius  O'Rourke,  a  priest, 
WW  put  to  the  rock,  had  their  hands  and  feet  broken  by  hammers,  and  needles 
thrust  under  their  nails,  (though  for  these  more  refined  tortures  the  law  neglected 
to  mike  special  provision.)  and  finally  they  were  hanged  and  quartered.  John 
Stephens  met  the  some  fate,  "  for  that  he  said  mass  for  one  Toigue  McHugh." 
The  priests,  of  Munster  fled  to  the  mountains,  where  they  ministered  to  their 
flocks  in  caverns,  and  where  ruin  often  overtook  them  at  dead  of  niglit.  and  in  the 
tnidst  of  the  sacrifice,  for  British  "Christianity"  prowled  round  their  watch-fires 
and  baptised  them  of  the  new  creed  in  their  own  blood.  Dermod  O'Huriy,  of  Cashel, 
luting  been  consecrated  by  the  Pope  ou  the  apostaey  of  Myler  McGfath  of  that 
See.  endeavored  to  fulfil  his  functions  by  secreting  himself  at  the  residences  of  the 
chiefs  and  nobles,  who  whatever  may  be  their  outward  professions  were  true  to 
the  old  creed  and  old  cause.  While  O'Huriy  was  sojourning  with  the  baron  of 
Slant!  in  Meath,  he  was  espied,  "  recognised,"  the  English  books  say.  by  the 
chief  justices  (spies  were  high  functionaries  at.  that  time),  who  swiftly  informed 
Adam  Loftus,  then  Chancellor,  of  the  prey  he  had  sot  for  him.  The  baron 
baring  his  guest  was  betrayed,  either  connived  at,  or  effected,  his  escape ;  but 
receiving  a  message  from  the  Chancellor  to  deliver  the  bishop  to  him  in  irons, 
Men  was  his  terror  that  be  pursued  tbe  fugitive,  and  overtaking  him  at  Cnrrick 
on  Snir,  arrested,  and  delivered  bim  no  with  his  own  hand.  And  needful  it 
Wis  for  him  to  do  so,  for  otherwise  hie  nead  would  give  ghastly  warning  to  all 
"priest  harborers,"  from  the  summit  of  Dublin  Castle,  Threats,  tortures,  and 
oners  of  rewards,  were  in  tarn  tried  on  O'Huriy,  bnt  tried  in  vain.  A  fter  about 
s  year  of  imprisonment  and  torments  on  the  morn  of  holy  Thursday,  ere  it  was 
J«  dawn,  be  was  hanged  outside  the  city  walls.    Terrible  retribution  for  the 
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act  of  that  other  archbishop  of  .the  same  see,  Donchad  or  Donatus,  who  was 
first  to  recognise  the  spurious  title  of  Henry  II.  to  the  unfortunate  Kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

When  the  current  of  murder  ran  the  reddest,  there  pined  in  the  dungeons  of 
Dublin  Castle  a  kidnapped  youth — red  Hugh  O'Donnell — who  longed  for  the 
hill  sides  of  Tirconnell  and  the  head  of  those  clans  that  followed  the  banner  of 
his  race.  There  was  a  Queen's  O'Donnell  in  his  stead,  who  exercised  false  sway 
under  a  perjured  title.  But  well  the  young  chief  knew,  that  in  the  first  glance 
of  his  eye,  the  traitor's  hold  would  melt  like  snow  in  the  glance  of  the  summer 
sun.  Before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  made  good  his  escape  through  a 
sewer  to  the  Liffey,  thence  to  the  Wicklow  mountains,  where  one  of  his  com- 
rades perished  of  cold  and  hardship ;  and  thence,  over  flood  and  field,  to  Dtwgan- 
non  Castle,  where  red  Hugh  O'iseil  was  already  meditating  vengeance  on  the 
accursed  foreigners.  Short  was  the  O'Donnelf's  stay  to  recruit  his  wasted 
strength.  He  hied  him  to  Tirconnel,  where  high  festival  and  rejoicing  greeted 
the  rightful  chief,  who  was  at  once  invested  with  his  wand  of  chieftaincy.  They 
who  harbored  the  English  and  countenanced  the  "  Queen  s  O'Donnell,"  soon  felt 
the  edge  of  his  steel,  aud,  in  a  single  campaign,  not  a  traitor  was  left  within  the 
broad  borders  of  TirconnelL  The  Deputy  and  Council,  then  so  busy  in  murder- 
ing the  priests  of  Minister,  did  not  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  make  shire  land  of 
Tirowen  and  Tirconnell,  while  the  flags  of  the  "  red  hand  "  and  the  O'Donnell 
waved  above  them ;  and  many  a  time  did  the  banner  of  England  go  down  by 
the  Blackwater  and  Lough  S  willy.  After  years  of  raid  and  rout  and  vengeance, 
done  on  disloyal  chieftains ;  after  a  truce  or  two,  and  battles  fatal  to  the 
Queen,  her  forces,  greatly  augmented  of  late,  under  command  of  Bagnall,  met 
those  of  Tirowen  and  Tirconnell,  led  by  their  princely  chiefs,  at  Beal  au  atha 
buidhe,  near  Portmore.  O'Neil  had  vengeance  of  his  own  to  wreak  that 
day,  and  O'Donnell  burned  to  brand  on  the  Queen's  minions  the  indignity 
her  jailors'  fetters  had  marked  on  his  youthful  limbs.  The  armies  clashed,  and 
fierce  and  hot  was  the  encounter.  Bagnall  fell,  his  host  was  utterly  routed,  and 
left  some  thousands  dead  on  the  field.  Tirowen  and  Tirconnell  now  owned  no 
stranger  lord,  and  their  rightful  chieftains  held  high  festival  in  their  ancient 
halls,  and  their  rightful  clergy  ministered,  in  church  and  abbey,  of  the  ancient 
faith. 

On  ODonnell'8  return  home,  Hugh  of  Tirowen  marched  7,000  men  across  the 
Pale  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Cross  in  Tipperary.  Small  fear  was  there* 
that  any  pimping  chief  justice  would  Bpy  the  prelates  in  his  train.  At  the 
Holv  Cross  he  met  James  Fitz  Thomas,  whom  he  created  the  Desmond.  The 
real  object  of  0 'Neil's  visit  was,  to  inspire  the  Munster  chiefs,  who  were  then 
making  feeble  head  in  the  fastnesses  of  Muskery,  under  the  lead  of  O'Neil's 
Desmond  and  McCarty  More.  But  Tirowen  needed  her  good  swords  to  defend 
her  own  borders,  and  Munster  was  left  to  its  fate  and  the  tender  mercies  of  Sir 
George  Carew.  Sad  fate  surely,  this !  for  Sir  George  was  of  the  true  stamp  of 
\  British  civilizer.  When  baffled  on  the  field,  craft  and  falsehood  did  for  him 
instead.  The  "  Sugan  Earl,"  as  ho  with  great  unction  styles  the  Desmond, 
repeatedly  defeated  his  armies  and  burned  his  castles.  Having  tried  all  means 
to  endeavor  to  persuade  the  Earl's  Irish  followers  to  betray  him,  he  had  recourse 
to  this  notable  expedient.  When  the  fortunes  of  the  Earl  waned,  he  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  one  Dermond  O'Connor,  who  was  married  to  his  sister.  Carew 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Earl,  in  which  he  congratulated  him  on  his  returning 
loyalty  and  besought  him,  that  as  a  proof  of  his  sincerity,  he  would  bring  him 
O'Connor,  either  living  or  dead.  The  letter,  as  it  wa3  intended,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  O'Connor,  who  was  so  enraged  at  what  he  supposed  treason,  that  he 
contrived  to  get  the  Earl  into  his  hands,  and  kept  him  in  one  of  his  strongholds 
in  chains.  Sir  George,  indeed,  says  in  his  "  Pacata  Hibernia,"  that  the  whole  plot 
was  concocted  between  him  aná  O'Connor,  through  the  management  of  Lady 
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Margaret,  O'Connor's  wife.  He  was  afterwards  rescued,  and  O'Connor's  castle 
of  Lyshin  was  sacked.  But  the  fortunes  of  Fitz  Thomas  do  not  concern  the 
subject  of  this  memoir. 

The  Spanish  auxiliaries,  so  long  expected  by  the  northern  chiefs,  and  promised 
by  the  King,  were  now  at  last  prepared  to  embark.  Unfortunately  for  Spain 
and  Ireland,  the  command  of  this  force  was  conferred  on  Don  Juan  d'Aguila. 
The  Irish  chiefs  urged  the  necessity  of  secrecy  and  despatch,  and  above  all  in- 
sisted upon  the  landing  being  effected  in  the  north,  where  a  junction  could  be 
formed  too  formidable  to  be  attacked,  and  where  the  allied  armies  might  become 
accustomed  to  each  other  and  their  respective  discipline  and  mode  of  warfare. 
These  reasons  would  seem  to  leave  no  choice  to  the  Spanish  commander.  His 
own  safety  and  that  of  his  command,  as  well  as  the  exigencies  of  the  object  in 
view,  alike  demanded  it.  Yet  was  he  not  alone  indifferent  to  these  considera- 
tions, but,  either  through  treachery  or  vanity,  or  perhaps  both  combined,  he  so 
conducted  his  operations  that  it  was  thoroughly  known,  not  only  to  Sir  George 
Oarew,  but  to  the  English  Council,  that  his  destination  was  Kinsale.  So  satis- 
fied were  both  of  his  intention,  that  they  concentrated  a  force  of  over  four  thou- 
sand men  near  that  town. 

All  this  time  the  northern  chiefs  were  not  informed  of  D'Aguila's  purpose. 
They  were  not  even  aware  that  the  expedition  was  prepared.  They  heard 
nothing  from  or  of  Don  Juan,  until  he  arrived  at,  and  was  surrounded  in,  Kin- 
sale.  On  his  first  landing  he  took  possession  of  Dun  buy,  the  castle  of  Kiusale, 
and  the  islands  in  the  Bay,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Spain.  To  this  his  ope- 
rations were  confined.    lie  then  suddenly  shut  himself  up  in  the  town. 

When  the  news  reached  the  northern  princes,  although  conscious  of  the 
fatality  of  Don  Juan's  course  and  the  desperate  position  in  which  he  was  placed, 
they  flew  at  once  to  his  assistance.  By  unexampled  marches  in  mid-winter,  they 
made  their  way  south.  The  President  attempted  to  intercept  O'Neil,  and  sent 
a  large  force  to  oppose  him.  A  sudden  frost  enabled  O'Neil  to  traverse  the 
mountains  in  the  north  of  Tipperary,  and  both  chiefs  arrived  together  before 
Kinsale,  in  sight  of  the  English  camp.  An  engagement  was  precipitated  by 
misdirection  or  mischance,  only  the  second  day  after  a  forced  march  of  near  three 
hondred  miles.  It  occurred  at;  break  of  day,  and  only  half  the  Irish  forces  were 
engaged,  when  a  rout  took  place  in  the  confusion  and  darkness.  O'Donnell  took 
do  part  in  the  action  ;  and  such  was  his  chagrin,  and  indignation  at  Don  Juan's 
f'ouluct  and  inactivity  during  the  combat,  that  he  took  advantage  of  the  presence 
•fa  Spanish  brig  then  in  the  harbor,  to  embark  for  Spain  and  impeach  Don  Juan 
before  the  King;.  lie  left  his  brother  in  command  and  proceeded  on  his  way, 
never  alas !  to  return. 

Both  armies  reached  the  north  in  safety,  and  such  was  the  terror  inspired  by 
the  name  of  O'Neil,  that  it  was  left  to  him  to  dictate  the  terms  on  which  he 
would  accept  pardon  and  a  coronet  from  the  English  Queen. 

D' A  inula  at  once  surrendered  not  onlv  Kinsale  but  the  other  fortifications 
■vhich  he  had  received  from  the  Irish  chiefs.  The  castle  of  Dunbuy  had,  how- 
'■v« t.  a  small  garrison  of  Irishmen  who  refusal  to  surrender.  The  desperate 
iMciice  made  by  this  little  band,  and  the  savage  ferocity  that  marked  the  sack 
>f  the  place,  are  unexampled  in  history. 

And  here  ended  the  liberty  of  Ireland,  her  nationhood  and  her  name.     But 

re  the  closing  scene,  indeed  before  his  coronet  was  given  to  O'Neil,  Elizabeth 

was  called  to  her  last  account,  and  James  of  Scotland  had  mounted  her  throne. 

Early  in  James'  reign  (1610);  Geoffrey  Keating  returned  to  Ireland.  War  and 
fdirots  had  then  given  place  to  facile  judges  and  suborned  juries,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  that  renowned  casuist.  Sir  John  Davies.  By  this  time  Keating  was  forty 
years  of  age,  tweniy-thrce  of  which  were  spent  in  a  foreign  college,  most  likely 
Salamanca.  Other  places  arc  mentioned,  but  the  great  probability  is,  that  he 
studied,  and,  as  it  is  asserted,  taught,  at  Salamanca  ;  for  the  intercommunication 
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with  Spain  at  that  time  was  more  frequent  than  with  France.  Spain  was,  in 
fact,  the  principal  refuge  for  the  exiled  Irish,  and  his  opportunities  for  preserving 
hi9  practical  knowledge  of  his  native  tongue,  were  far  greater  there  than  elsewhere 
out  of  Ireland.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  he  there,  from  time  to  time,  received 
old  manuscripts  from  bards  and  shannachies,  who  shared  the  flight  of  the  O'Don- 
nell  or  followed  him  into  exile.  This  would  account  in  some  decree  for  the 
general  accuracy  of  his  history,  for  we  are  told,  that  in  his  researches  through 
Oonnaught  and  Ulster,  the  bards  who  had  stolen  to  the  hills  to  live  with  wfld 
beusts,  repulsed  him,  as  owning  a  strange  name  and  belonging  to  the  race  of 
the  hungry  undertakers  who  then  preyed  on  the  green  fields  of  their  inheritance. 

Although  James  had  in  1607  revived  Elizabeth's  conformity  act,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  Catholics  of  Munster,  at  least  in  that  part  under  the  sway 
of  the  Ormonds,  suffered  any  actual  persecution.  Indeed,  so  far  back  as  1602, 
Sir  George  Carew  held  an  assize  at  Limerick,  Oashel  and  Clonmell,  where  he  did 
vengeance  on  the  restive  of  these  parts  whom  he  could  lay  hands  on.  Bnt  he 
found  that  a  great  number  had  fled  to  the  Ormonds,  two  baronies  in  North 
Tipperary ;  and  meeting  the  Earl  of  Ormond  at  Clonmell,  "  he  did  move 
him  "  to  go  with  him  into  these  parts  to  assize  them  at  his  leisure  there.  But 
44  the  Earl  did  eutreate  him  to  satisfie  himselfe  concerning  that  busines,  for  he 
would  undertake  it"  He  did  not  undertake  it,  however,  and  the  great  pacifi- 
cator thus  communes  in  that  regard  :  "  which  I  thinke  had  beene  immediatelie 
performed  had  not  the  immature  deathe  of  his  most  vertuous  lady  (the  lamenta- 
ble tydings  whereof  were  brought  to  him  at  Clonmell,  oppressing  his  aged  heart 
with  immeasurable  sorrow)  caused  the  same  for  a  time  to  be  deferred." 

Immediately  on  Keating's  return  he  was  appointed  curate  to  the  very  rever- 
end Eugene  Duhy,  in  his  native  parish.  On  the  first  Sunday  of  his  ministry, 
as  he  was  proceeding  to  vest  himself,  the  vicar  requested  him  to  delay  mass. 
After  some  time  he  asked  the  cause,  and  was  informed  it  was  to  accommodate 
a  wealthy  family  who  had  not  yet  arrived.  He  refused  to  sanction  this  practice, 
and  proceeded  with  the  sacrifice.  He  was  glad  to  learn  thereafter,  that  the 
family  were  of  his  own  kindred,  who  took  good  care  to  be  punctual  in  future. 
How  long  he  continued  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  ministry  in  Tubrid,  we  are  not 
informed.  His  fame  as  a  preacher  extended  far,  and  numerous  and  even  fash- 
ionable audiences  gathered  to  hear  him.  The  building  of  the  church  at  Tubrid 
engaged  his  care,  and  under  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  this  labor  must  have 
extended  over  years.  He  also  wrote  during  his  mission  a  theological  treatise, 
called  "  eochair  sgiath  an  aifrinn,"  a  Key  to  the  Shield  of  the  Mass,  a  work  it  is 
said  of  rare  merit.  He  wrote  at  the  same  time,  a  treatise  on  practical  piety, 
called  »  Tri  bir  ghaoithe  an  bhais,"  the  Three  Winged  Shafts  of  Death.  These 
works  are  not  translated,  and  we  have  no  doubt  they  would  be  valuable  acces- 
sions to  the  description  of  literature  to  which  they  belong  * 


*  Besides  the  works  mentioned  in  the  text 
Doctor  Keating  has  left  a  great  many  lyrical 
compositions  of  considerable  merit.  They  are 
distinguished  above  the  productions  of  his  time 
by  simplicity  and  purity  of  style.  They  all 
breathe  of  the  writer's  Intense  devotion  to  Ire- 
land, her  language,  her  traditions  and  her  histo- 
ry. They  are  scattered  through  the  miscellaneous 
manuscripts  which  yet  abound  In  Ireland.  One 
is  elected  for  publication  here ;  simple,  beautl> 
ful  and  brimful!  of  tenderness,  as  an  example  of 
the  Doctor's  powers  and  taste  In  this  species  of 
composition.  It  is  an  address  to  a  letter  he  had 
Just  written  to  some  friend  in  Ireland,  from  his 
retreat  at  Salamanca.  Here  Is  the  poem.  It  Is 
headed — 


Slan  lb  u-Jtvots—FarewU  to  Ireland. 

Mo  bheanacht  leat  a  scrlbhinn 
Go  h-tnis  aoibhinn  ealga 
Is  troagh !  nacli  leur  damh  a  boanna 
Oidh  gnath  a  d-teanna  dearga. 

Slan  da  h-ulsla  a's  da  h-olreacht 
Slan  go  ro  bheacht  d'a  cleirchibh 
Slan  da  bannraechtalbh  canine 
Blan  d'a  aaoethlbh  le  h-eigslbh. 

Mo  shlan  d'a  maghalbb  mine 
Slan  la  mblle  d'a  a  cnocaibh 
Mo  chlon  don  te  ta inte 
Slan  da  linndbh  a  s  d'a  a  lochalbh. 
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Had  not  his  missionary  labors  been  interrupted,  the  probability  is,  that 
"  Keating's  History  "  never  would  have  been  written.  The  duties  of  the  priest 
would  not  allow  the  necessary  leisure  to  the  historian.  The  circumstances  that 
compelled  his  flight  are  variously  related.  One  version  is,  that  in  a  sermon 
fashionably  attended,  he  so  severely  reproved  a  certain  vice,  that  a  Mrs.  Moklar, 
a  dashing  beauty,  resented  it  as  a  personal  exposure  of  her  criminal  levity. 
Burning  with  rage,  she  flew  to  the  President,  who  was  one  of  her  admirers,  aud 
invoked  at  his  hands  the  vengeance  of  the  "  conformity  act."  Another  version 
is,  that  while  he  was  absent  in  search  of  materials  for  his  history,  a  squire  of  his 
neighborhood  seduced  the  daughter  of  a  parishioner,  whom  Keating  denounced 
unsparingly  on  his  return,  and  thus  incurred  the  peril  of -the  law. 

That  which  is  certain  is,  he  fled.  It  is  equally  certain,  he  was  protected  from 
the  blood-hounds  of  the  law.  Fidelity  among  the  Irish  people  is  a  virtue  often 
sorely  tested  and  never  found  wanting.  This  and  this  alone  accounts  for  the 
maguitude  of  the  task  he  accomplished  under  circumstances  of  so  much  peril. 
"  British  civilization,"  though  it  had  then  made  rapid  strides,  did  not  reach  that 
acme  of  perfection  in  espionage  it  has  since  attained.  The  forests  were  large, 
and  in  many  instances  inaccessible,  and  filled  with  bold  outlaws  whom  nothing 


Blaa  <Ta  eotlttbh  ia,  thorthalbb 
Biao  Cos  d'a  corraidhaibh  laecach, 
Blan  d'a  mofntibh  a's  d'a  bautaibh 
filan  fos  d'a  naithaibh  a's  d'a  riasgáibh. 

SUn  o'm  cbroidhe  d'a  caantaibh, 
Blaa  fos  d'a  tnarthaibh  troma 
Borakl  da  tulcbaibh  aonalch* 
Blaa  uaim  d'a  craobbalbb  croma. 

QWh  gnatb  a  foirno  fraocbdrba 
Ann  inis  naotnhtiia  neambocbd 
Star  tar  cbromcbladhuibh  nadilean 
Bier  a  scriblnn  mo  Bheanachth. 

Translation. 

My  blessing  with  thee,  letter, 
To  beauty-fretted  Erinn ; 
Would  I  cou!d  see  her  highlands 
Though  crimson  dyes  oft  wearing. 

Fond  bkssings  to  her  nobles. 
And  priesthood  holy,  fonder, 
Her  maiden*  and  her  sages 
Who  o'er  her  pages  ponder. 

Best  wishes  to  her  truest, 
Her  blue  of  bluest  mountains. 


My  love  to  those  within  her, 
Her  lakes  and  linns  and  fountains. 

Her  woods  with  berries  drooping, 
Her  sparkling  pools  with  fishes, 
Her  moors  and  m'*adows  greenest, 
To  these  my  teeming  wishes. 

My  heart's  b*st  memories  to  her 
Broad  bays  and  surest  harbors, 
Her  yellow  harvest  bending, 
Her  songs  In  blending  arbors.* 

Though  passionate  the  people 
In  the  saints'  meetest  island, 
Athwart  the  billows  rearing 
My  Messing  bear  to  Ireland. 

The  "  farewell*'  is  published  in  Hardiman  s 
Minstrelsy,  vol.  2,  with  a  translation  by  Mr. 
Dal  ton. 

Th.3  translation  here  given  is  literal,  or  at 
least  a.-*  nearly  so  as  is  compatible  with  the  meas- 
ure, rythm,  and  structure  of  the  original,  which 
are  all  preserved.  There  are  in  both  original 
and  translation,  the  exact  same  number  of  lines, 
rhymes,  feet  and  syllables,  an  identity  which 
had  for  Its  object  to  give  an  idea  of  the  complex 
structure  of  Irish  verse. 


*  •TinYliaibh  aonalch." — The  translation  of 
tols  line.  •*  Her  songs  in  blending  arbors,"  is  a 
«fcparture  from  the  literalness,  if  the  word  be 
Wlowable,  otherwise  presorved  throughout,  for 
toe  words  mean  "Fair  meetings.'  By  "fair 
BKetinire,"  as  used  bv  the  poet,  wo  are  not  to 
onderbtand  the  crowd*  of  buyers  and  sellers  and 
Mlern  congregated  at  a  fair,' but  conferences  of 
uie birds,  whieh  were  usual  at  stated  times,  and 
continued  nearly  to  our  own  time.  The  trans- 
fer has  seen  a  song  of  a  Minister  bard,  of  the 
**st  century,  written  to  commemorate  one  of 
th«*  poeti.;  festivities,  held  at  Croom,  in  tho 
County  of  Limerick.  The  bards  met,  and  sang 
and  farted  under  summer  foliage,  on  a  wood- 
»nd  slope  overlooking  the  silver  Maig;  and  the 
Po«t  does  ample  justice  to  theenchanting  liveli- 
ness of  the  spot    He  also  describes  the  festivity 


of  the  bards,  who  no  doubt  had  a  ri{ht  merry 
carouse,  such  as  Moore  sings  of — 

Delicious  days  of  whim  and  soul 
When  mingling  lore  and  laugh  together, 

We  leaned  the  book  on  pleasure's  bowl 
And  turned  the  leaf  with  folly  s  feather. 

It  was  this  description  of  the  Croom  meeting 
which  suggested  the  translation. 

The  Maig  has  tasked  the  genius  and  fired  the 
enthusiasm  of  more  than  one  of  the  children  of 
sontr.  Its  scenery  has  been  immortalized  by 
Gtra!d  Griffin,  the  truest,  uiost  sensitive  and 
tendere&t  of  our  later  bards,  whose  pictures  of 
its  loveliness  are  as  glowing  as  his  imagination 
and  as  truthful  as  his  heart. 
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but  an  array  would  dare  to  encounter.  And  notwithstanding  the  devices  of 
"  artful  Cecil,"  the  country  then  lacked  that  noblest  institution  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  a  rural  police.  In  fact,  therefore,  he  might,  as  is  alleged,  have  written  or 
completed  the  history  in  Aherlow  woods,  now  one  of  the  loveliest  mountain  valleys 
in  Ireland.  The  glen  of  Aherlow,  as  the  place  is  called,  extends  along  the  north- 
ern base  of  the  Galtees,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  from  the  village  of  Bansha  to 
Galbally.  It  is  sheltered  at  the  north  by  the  low  range  of  the  Clan  William 
mountains.  It  was  theretofore  the  asylum  of  "  Rebels,"  who  mayhap  had  thrice 
denied  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  Elizabeth,  which,  on  one  occasion,  they  sorely 
rued,  for  they  received  a  friendly  visit  from  Carew  and  his  retinue  of  hangmen, 
the  object  and  achievement  of  which  he  thus  describes  : 

"The  president  directed  his  forces  into  east  Clan  William,  and  harassing 
the  country,  killed  all  mankind  that  were  found  therein  ;  thence  we  came  into 
Arloghe  woods,  where  we  did  the  like,  not  leaving  behind  us  man  or  beast,  come 
or  caitle." 

Aherlow  was  accessible  from  the  Tubrid  side  through  the  gorges  of  the  Gal- 
tecs,  and  no  doubt  a  man  sentineled  as  Keating  must  have  been  by  the  fidelity 
of  his  people,  might  live  there  for  years,  not  only  in  safety  but  comparative 
comfort.  Nor  were  its  solitude  and  quiet  unsuited  to  the  labor  of  the  historian. 
There  is  no  good  reason  then  to  question  the  story  that  hallows  the  scene. 
The  tradition  has  long  survived  the  wood,  and  all  traces  of  the  hiding  place. 
The  rich  sheen  of  the  meadow  and  the  golden  hue  of  the  harvest  gladden  the  Glen 
of  Aherlow  now.  But  those  who  dwell  there,  love  to  recall  the  gloomy  memo- 
ries of  that  gloomy  time,  and  by  many  a  fireside  is  whispered  lowly  in  the  olden 
tongue  the  bloody  raid  of  Carew's  gallows  tree,  and  then,  more  loudly  and  ex- 
ultingly,  the  inviolability  of  Keating's  retreat.  This  fact  has  become  t^e 
44  genius  loci "  or  spirit  of  the  spot,  and  even  though  we  could  dissipate  the  spell 
with  which  it  has  invested  that  lovely  vale,  where  so  oft  we  roamed  exulting  in 
the  strife  and  freedom  we  had  fondly  hoped  for,  we  would  not  touch  with  dis- 
turbing hand  a  tradition  so  characteristic  of  those  mournful  times.  But  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  its  truth,  and  we  hold  that  Doctor  Keating  either  wrote 
the  whole  or  a  great  part  of  the  "  Foras  feasa  ar  Erinn,"  in  the  woods  of  Aherlow. 
Being  unable  to  fix  the  date  of  Keating's  separation  from  his  duties  or  that  of 
the  commencement  of  his  history,  or  whether  he  ever  again  returned  to  the 
ministry,  we  shall  glance  briefly  at  the  history  of  his  family  from  bis  time 
downward. 

Early  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  Sir  Edward  Everard  or  Fethard  was  married  to 
the  daughter  of  John  Keating,  of  Nicholstown.  His  brother  Richard  Keating's 
daughter  was  married  to  Wall,  of  Coolnamuck,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Suir,  two 
miles  from  Carrick.  The  sole  male  representative  of  these  Keatings  died  at 
Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century.  Cotemporaneous 
with  them  was  Michael  Keating,  of  Shaubally,  who  was  married  to  Lord  Dun- 
boy  ne's  sister.  John  Keating,  his  son,  was  married  to  Miss  Kearney,  of  Kap- 
pajxh.  He  was  cotemporaneous  with  the  Doctor  and  his  nearest  relative.  This 
John  was  called  the  "  baron  "  and  "  knight  of  the  fleece."  He  had  issue  Michael, 
Maurice  and  Bryan.  Michael  married  the  sister  of  Lady  Ferrand,  and  left  issue 
one  son,  who  was  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin ;  but  whether  he  left  any  issue 
we  caunot  say.  Maurice  married  Miss  Mandeville  of  Ballydiue,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Suir,  above  Coolnamuck.  The  name  of  Mandeville  is  on  the  muster  roll 
of  William  of  Normandy  and  that  of  the  barons  of  Rumnymedc,  and  in  the 
family  Ballydine  was  an  inheritance  for  600  vears.  Whether  Maurice  Keat- 
ing has  left  auy  male  issue,  we  cannot  say.  feryan  Keating  was  married  to 
Ann,  the  daughter  or  grand-daughter  of  Roger  Sheehy,  of  Dromcoloher.  He 
had  issue  John,  Roger,  Henry,  William  and  George  Sheehy  Keating.  John 
left  no  issue,  Roger  only  one  daughter,  the  late  Mrs.  Nixon,  of  the  county  of 
Meath.    Henry  married  a  Miss  Singer,  sister  of  the  fellow  of  that  name  of 
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Dublin  College.  He  joined  the  army  and  rose  rapidly.  He  commanded  the 
attack  on  the  Isle  of  Bourbon ;  and  on  the  news  reaching  England,  was  made 
major-general.  He  was  afterwards  appointed  governor  of  the  Isle  of  France, 
created  baronet,  and  invested  with  the  order  of  the  Bath.  He  died  recent- 
ly, and  left  two  sons,  James  Sheehy  Keating,  captain  in  the  guards,  and  Henry 
Sbeehy  Keating,  M.  P.  for  Reading.*  This  gentleman  is  unquestionably  the 
truest  representative  of  the  family  now  living,  for  fame  speaks  him  fair  and 
faithful  to  the  kindly  and  generous  attributes  of  his  race,  ueorge  left  one  son, 
Henry  Qeorge,  who  lately  lived  near  Mallow,  and  if  alive  is  perhaps  the  only 
male  representative  of  the  family  in  Ireland.  William,  the  youngest  of  these 
brothers,  fell  in  a  duel.  Bryan  Xeating's  daughters,  Ann,  Jane,  Catharine  and 
Theodosia,  were  married — Jane  to  Mr.  Therry,  whose  eldest  son  is  now  judge  in 
Sidney  ;  Catharine  to  Morgan  O'Dwyer,  of  Cullen,  whose  eldest  son  is  John 
Keating  O'Dwyer,  of  Limerick,  and  Theodosia  to  Edward  Sheehy,  of  Ballin- 
tubber,  whose  eldest  son  is  Roger  Sheehy,  of  Liskennett,  county  Limerick. 

Robert  Keating  of  Qarranlea,  claims  a  relationship  with  this  family,  but  what 
it  is,  or  whether  he  has  any,  docs  not  appear. 

Thus  there  seems  but  doubtful  conjecture,  that  there  is,  at  least  in  his  proper 
rank  and  position,  one  representative  of  the  male  line  of  the  Keatings  in  Ireland. 
The  Doctor's  History,  after  all,  is  their  noblest  monument.  It  is,  in  truth, 
"perennius  «re." 

Bat  what  is  stranger,  the  high  families  that  entered  into  alliance  with  the 

Keatings  of  old,  are  nearly  extinct.    The  Everards  held  princely  sway  in  their 

feudal  hold  at  Fethard,  whose  walls,  yet  standing,  attest  its  strength  and  their 

grandeur.    The  last  of  this  race  was  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  who  died  in  1823. 

The  MandevOles  are  seen  no  more  at  Bally  dine,  and  that  ancient  patrimony  has 

passed  away  from  the  name  for  ever.f    The  last  of  the  Kearnvs  fell  in  a  duel  at 

Cashel  nearly  a  century  ago,  and  Coolnamuck  lately  passed  into  the  hands  of 

«John  Sadtier,  the  suicide.    The  last  of  the  Dunboynes  was  Bishop  Butler,  who 

Abandoned  creed  and  crozier  to  take  a  wife  and  title.    He  is  buried  in  the 

old  Augustinian  Abbey,  in  Fethard.    His  monument  is  extremely  simple,  but 

extremely  beautiful    It  is  a  mournful  record  of  his  times,  for  it  testifies  that  he 

pented  of  his  "  reformation,"  and  renounced  the  new  creed  and  title  on  the  bed 
if  death. 

Of  Doctor  Keating's  later  life  or  death,  no  record  remains,  except  the  inscrip- 

ion  on  the  old  ruins  at  Tubrid.    The  date,  as   will  be  seen,  in  the    copy 

"iven  below,  is  1644.    This  inscription  indicates  that  Doctor  Keating  was  never 

arish  priest,  for  the  designation  "  vicar"  is  added   to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duhy's 

-ame.     But  we  are  left  to  conjecture  whether  the  date  is  that  of  the  consecra- 


*  Honry  Sheehy  Keating  has  since  the  above  Another  branch  of  the  family  is  represented 

w  sag  written,  been  appointed  Solicitor  General  by  the  Reverend  Nicholas  Herbert  Mandevlllo, 

i"5ox-  England.  of  Bailey na  Castle,  on  the  Aunor,  near  Clonmell. 

""#"  The  first  of  this  family  that  settled  in  Ire-  Thomas  of  Orchardstown,  coasin  of  his  nnme- 

i-~*.x*d,  was  .Sir  Philip  do  Mandeville.    He  obtained  sake,  the  dislnherltor  of  Ballydine,  also  married 

*-=?-r*í*  crant*  of  land,  extending  nearly  from  Car-  to  one  of  the  Hacketts,  left  issue  Francis  of  Now 

^í«=kUí  Contncll,  on  tho  left  bank  of  the  Sulr,  Castle,  and  James,  who  adopted  his  mothers 

fx-«>i!i  It.-nry  II.    The  castle  of  Ballydine,  bnilt  namo  and  the  arms  of  her  family.    He  entered 

£*->-    biiJi,  was  the  residence  of  tho  head  of  the  the  East  India  service  and  roso  to  high  rank.  A 

»<>T3Sfc  for  over  six  hundred  vears.    Towards  the  large  family  now  inherit  his  name  and  fortunes 

^••^«e  «i  tho  lust  century,  Thomas  Mandeville,  in  tho  East.    Mary  Hackett,  the  sister  of  Major 

**^i  b^  liirmelf  childless,  und  at  variance  with  his  General  Hackrtt  and  K.  Mandeville  of  New  Cas- 

l*T<3»ther  James  of  Yesterland,  sold  Ballydine  to  tie,  whs  married  to  Thomas,  eldest  son  of  the 

«>  ohn  Scott,  then  Solicitor  General,  and  after-  above  James  Mandeville  of  Yesterland,  whose 

^T**"da  Earl  of  Clonmell.  To  him  also  he  disposed  issuo  were  John,  the  father  of  James,  jun.,  and 

<**    Orchard«town  and  Cahlrclough,  estates  held  James  H.  Mandeville  of  Ballyquirkeen.     The 

»**  xiiht  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  James  Hackett  latter  is  married  to  Jane,  daughter  of  Daniel 

~f*  Chit*  Court.    His  representatives  are  James  O'Mahony  of  Kil benny,  by  whom  he  has  a  large 

t**ckett  Mandeville  of  Ballyquirkeen,  and  his  family. 

"^&tiew,  also  Jamea. 
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tion  of  the  church  or  of  the  inscription.  If  the  latter,  then  it  may  be  possible 
that  Doctor  Keating  lived,  as  Mr.  0 'Donovan  is  inclined  to  believe,  until  1650. 
Otherwise  it  is  undoubted  that  he  was  dead  in  1644,  for  beyond  all  question  he 
was  dead  when  the  inscription  was  written,  although  by  some  incomprehensible 
mode  of  reasoning,  the  author  of  the  life  prefixed  to  Halliday's  translation  con- 
cludes, that  the  request  to  pray  for  his  soul  and  those  of  the  others,  whose  bodies 
lay  buried  in  the  church,  was  conclusive  proof  that  he  was  then  living. 

We  are  informed  that  the  church  was  built  by  "  leave  of  Parliament,"  and  this 
"  leave"  must  have  been  obtained  in  the  early  part  of  Charles  I.'s  reign ;  and 
assuredly  the  church  must  have  been  finished  Defore  1644,  when  Crom well's 
generals  were  desolating  the  north  with  sword  and  flame ;  and  when  that  desola- 
tion surged  in  blood  over  the  devoted  fields  of  Tipperary,  it  left  the  church  in 
Tubrid,  like  other  churches,  a  blackened  ruin.  For  a  time,  between  44  and  46, 
Cromwell's  banditti  were  checked  by  the  band  of  Owen  Roe  O'Neal.  Once  again 
the  flag  of  the  red  hand  dawned  on  the  gladdened  fields  of  Tirowen  and  the 
flood  of  the  Black  water.  He  met  Munroe  at  Benburb,  and  with  a  force  inferior 
in  numbers  to  that  general's  veterans,  utterly  routed  him.  Munroe's  retreat 
was  a  flight,  and  he  left  nearly  four  thousand  of  his  "  roundheads  "  dead  on  the 
field.  O'Neil  was  preparing  to  pursue  him,  when,  fatal  order !  he  received  the 
Nuncio's  commands  to  repair  to  Kilkenny.  In  1647  or  8,  he  was  marching  at 
the  head  of  the  confederate  army  in  pursuit  of  Cromwell,  then  on  his  way  to 
Clonmell,  when  at  Tandaragee  the  bowl  of  the  assassin  laid  in  death  this  last 
hope  of  Erin.  Had  Doctor  Keating  lived  in  these  times,  he  would  leave  some 
record  of  the  ruin  that  swept  over  Munster. 

Iu  his  preface,  he  says  that  he  was  then  an  old  man.  In  the  manuscript  copy 
from  which  the  following  translation  has  been  made,  and  for  which  the  trans- 
lator is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Michael  Sheehan,  now  of  New  York,  an£ 
late  of  Kanturk,  Co.  Cork,  Ireland,  a  postscript  is  appended,  dated  1629.  This 
date  clearly  establishes  1570  as  that  of  his  birth,  which  would  leave  him  then 
nearly  sixty  years  of  age.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  too,  that  Mr.  Sheehan 's 
manuscript  is  very  old,  and  is  a  copy  of  the  original,  and  was  very  carefully  com* 
pared  with  it  It  has  been  traced  to  the  possession  of  the  Revrd  Mr.  O'Keefe, 
nearly  contemporary  with  the  historian. 

In  closing  this  brief  and  uncertain  memoir,  let  us  be  permitted  to  hope,  that 
those  who  may  be  in  possession  of  authentic  records  relative  to  Doctor  Keating, 
will  communicate  the  same  to  some  person  who  can  use  it,  so  as  that  they  may 
fix  such  facts  and  dates  in  reference  to  the  great  historian  as  can  be  known. 

We  subjoin  the  Tubrid  inscription,  most  fervently  joining  in  the  prayer  it 
invokes. 

New  York,  July  4M,  1857. 


INSCRIPTION. 


Orate  pro  animabus  Rev.  Paetris  Eugenii  Duhuy,  vicarii  de  Tubrid,  et  D. 
Doctoris  Keating,  hujuscesac  elli  fundatorum  nee  non  et  pro  omnibus  aliis  taaa 
Sftoerdotibus  quam  laicis,  cujus  corpora  in  eodem  jaoeut 

A.  D.  1644. 


Pray  for  the  souls  of  the  Reverend  Father  Eugene  Duhy,  vicar  of  Tubrid, 
and  the  learned  Doctor  Keating,  the  founders  of  this  church ;  and  also  for 
those  of  all  others,  whether  lay  or  clerical,  whose  bodies  are  therein  interred. 

A.D.  1644. 


THE    "DION-BHROLLACH;" 

OR, 

PBEPAOE   OP   DB.  KEATING.1 


Whoever  sets  befoTe  him  the  task  of  inquiring  into  and  inves- 
tigating the  history  and  antiquities  of  any  country,  ought  to  adopt 
the  mode  that  most  clearly  explains  its  true  state,  and  gives  the 
most  correct  account  of  its  inhabitants.    And,  because  1  have  un- 
dertaken to  write  and  publish  a  History  of  Ireland,  I  deem  my- 
self obliged  to  complain  previously  of  some  of  the  wrongs  and 
acts  of  injustice  practiced  towards  its  inhabitants,  as  well  towards 
the  Old  Gauls  *  (Anglo-Irish),  who  have  been  in  possession  of  the 
country  for  more  than  four  centuries  since  the  English  invasion, 
as  towards  the  Gaels,*  who  have  owned  it  for  nearly  three  thou- 

1  Dr.  Keating  styles  his  prelimi-  manners  and  habits  of  the  Irish,  with 
nary     discourse     "bion-bhroDach,"  whom  they  quickly  amalgamated,  and 
(pcen-vroUogh,)    8a    compound    term,  they  became,  as  the  English  writers  of 
■Mailing,  literally,  "  a  guard  for   the  the  day  said  of  them*,  "  ipsis  Hibernii 
breast."    It  may   be  here  translated  Hiberniores,"  Le.,  more  Irish  than  the 
either  "  van-guard"  or  "  breast-work."  Irish  themselves.  A  marked  distinction 
Our  author  was  fond  of  such  compound  was  therefore  made  between  them  and 
titles.      Thus   he    styles    his   history  the  "  N^dli-GhauT'    (No-ghoilt),   or 
"  Foras-Feasa  ar  Erinn,"  i.e.,  "a  historic  later    invaders.     They    never    called 
knowledge  of  Eri,"  a  terra  compound-  themselves  "  Sasanaigh,"  or  Saxons, 
ed    of  Foras,  history,  and  Fios,  knowl-  nor  was  that  hated  term  ever  applied 
ed^re.     His  cleverest  and  most  care-  to  them  by  the  natives.    They  are  al- 
fallj-writtcn  work,  which  he  composed  ways  styled  either  "  Brethnaigh"  (Breh- 
b  defence  of  his  national  religion,  he  njg^)»  i.  c.,  Britons  or  Gauls,  as  here. 
called  the  "  Eochair-Sciath  an  Aifrinn,"  The  term  "Gall"  or  "Gaul"  was  notgiven 
(OfZ-Jiir-Skeeah  an  Affrinn,)  i.  e.,  "  The  to  them  as  a  generic  name,  though  the 
key-shield  of  the  Mass  ;"  meaning  there-  vast  majority  of  them  were,  in  truth, 
by,  an  explanatory  defence  of  the  Uoly  Gallo-Normans  by  descent.  They  were 
Sacrifice.  so-called,  merely,  because    they  were 
*  _  Gauls. — The  Irish  designated  the  "  strangers."    Thus  wo  shall  see  the 
earlier    Anglo  Norman    and    British  Irish  calling   the    Scandinavian    sca- 
invadera    that   had    settled    amongst  rovers,    "  Finn-Ghaill"    and    "  Dubh- 
M  Seu-Ghaill,"  (Shan-Ghoill),  i.  e.  "  Old  Ghaill,"     (Doo-ghoill),  i.  e., "  Fair  and 
Gauls"  or  "  strangers."    Tliese  settlers  Black  Strangers,"  though  they,  cer- 
^^e    also   called    "  Strongbownians,"  tainly,  were  not  of  the  Gallic  nation, 
from  their    leader,  Richard  de  Clare,        *    Gael. — In     more    ancient    Irish 
Bwl  of  Pembroke,  and  Strigul,  who  manuscripts,  this  word  is  found  writ- 
bad  received  the  nickname  of  "  Strong-  ten  "  Gaedal,"  or,  with  the  aspiration, 
bow,"  from  hi9  expertness  in  archery.  "  Gaedhal."  It  is  now  universally  spell- 
these  early  colonists  soon  adopted  the  ed  "  Gaodhal,"  for  the  moderns,  by  a 
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sand  years.  For  there  is  no  historian  that  has  written  upon  Ire- 
land, sjnce  the  event  just  mentioned,  who  does  not  strive  to  vilify 
and  calumniate'  bdth  the  Anglo-Irish  colonists  and  the  Gaelic 

corrupt  innovation,  always  replace  the  has  thereby  misled  some  really  learned 

"ae"  of  the  ancients  by  "ao."  Through-  and    troth-seeking   writers,    both    at 

out  this  work,  the  form  "  Gael,"  shall  be  home  and  on  the  Continent    Moore 

used  in  translating  the  word,  wherever  quotes  him  as  an  authority  upon  what 

it  is  used  in  a  national  or  generic  sense,  he  calls  the  adventitious  letters  interpo- 

It  has  been  received  into  the  English  lated  by  the  Irish  Bards.    The  learned 

language  under  this  latter  form,  which  Thierry  has  been  led  by  him  to  suppose 

represents  pretty  nearly    its   modern  that  "  Gallus,"  "  Celta,"  "  Gaul,"  Ac, 

pronunciation.    The  editor  rejects  the  and  "GaedhaT  or  "  Gael,"  were  but  dia- 

form  "  Gadelian,"  because  it  disguises  lectio  variations  of  the  same  original 

Che  diphthong  "  ae,"  which  he  considers  appellation.  As  a  basis  for  his  assump- 

an  essentially  radical  element  of  the  tfon,  Dr.  O'Brien  makes  the  following 

word,  while  it  does  not  at  all  add  to  the  assertion,  which,  after  his  own  etymo- 

facility  of  its  pronunciation  in  English,  logical  researches,  he  must  have  known 

fie  thinks  the  name  of  kindred  origin  to  be  unfounded.     Having  remarked 

with  "  Gaetulus,"  or  "  Gaetuli,"  a  name  upon  that  property  of  the  Gaelic  tongue, 

by  which  a  nation  of  northern  Africa  by  which  no  two  or  more  vowels  coming 

was  designated  by  the  Romans.  together  can  form  distinct  syllables,  m 

This  is  the  true  national  or  generic  goes  on  to  say :  "  For  which  reason  our 

name  of  that  portion  of  the  great  Celtic  bards .  or  versificatora,  who  frequently 

family,  which  inhabits  both  the  Scottish  wanted  to  stretch  out  words,  by  mnJ- 

Shlands  and  Ireland.  The  manner  in  tiplying  their  syllables,  according  to 
ich  it  has  been  introduced  into  English  the  exigency  of  their  rhymes,  devised 
has  misled  many  learned  inquirers  into  the  method  of  throwing  in  between 
comparative  etymology,  leading  them  the  two  vowels  an  adventitious  consc- 
to  fancy  that  it  had  some  relationship  nant  (generally  a '  d'  or  *  g'  aspirate! 
with  the  word,  "  Gallus,"  or  u  Gaul,  by  'h'),  in  order  to  stretch  and  an- 
other than  that  of  most  total  opposition,  vide  the  two  vowels  into  two  different 
To  add  to  the  errors  already  broached  syllables.  As  this  consonant  was  "quite 
upon  the  subject,  Dr.  O'Brien,  in  re-  foreign  to  the  natural  frame  of  the 
marking  on  the  letter  "  a,"  in  his  Irish  word,  so  it  entirely  corrupted  and  dia- 
Dictionary,  has  devoted  a  large  space  to  guised  its  radical  form  and  structure." 
proving  that  these  two  most  antagonis-  Now,  I  deny  that  our  bards  did  de- 
tic  words,  "  GaedhaT  or  Gael,  and  vise  any  such  method  for  "  stretching 
"  Gall,"  or  Gaul,  were  originally  de-  out  their  rhymes,"  and  I  challenge  ex- 
rived  from  the  same  source,  and  had  amples,  ^  from  any  correctly-written 
been  in  the  beginning  applied  to  one  manuscript,  that  will  show  that  the 
people.  His  object  in  this  forced,  and,  I  letters  he  would  style  adventitious  do 
am  sorry  to  think,  wilfully  deceitful  at-  not  belong  either  to  the  radical  from» 
tempt,  was,  apparently,  to  support  some  of  the  word,  or  to  its  regular  gram' 
of  the  wild  etymological  fantasies  of  malical  inflection.  The  proof  that  the 
General  Vallancey,  and  antiquarians  of  letters  are  not  adventitious  may  easily 
his  school.  Though  the  Doctor's  reasons  be  had,  by  comparing  the  words  In 
are  beneath  criticism,  and  perfectly  which  they  occur  with  their  cognate 
ridiculous  to  any  one  who  knows  even  terms  in  other  Indo-European  dialects ; 
a  little  of  the  Gaelic  language,  in  which  in  some  one  of  which  the  letters,  mor- 
the  words  are  as  hostile  to  each  tified  or  silenced  in  Irish,  will  ever  be 
other  as  friend  is  to  foe,  or  as  black  is  found  fully  sounded.  The  truth  seems 
to  white,  or  as  any  two  terms  can  possi-  to  be,  that  these  aspirations  or  sileno- 
Uy  be ;  still,  I  am  induced  to  notice  ings  of  medial  ana  final  letters,  were 
Wsimpritiwhete,  by  the  fact  thathe  the  peculiar   mode  of  corruption  %f 
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natives.  We  hare  proofs  of  this  in  the  accounts  given  by  Cain- 
brensis,  Spenser,  Stanehurst,  Hanmer,  Camden,  Barclay,  Morri- 
son, Davis,  Campion  and  all  the  writers  of  the  New  Gauls 

which   the   Gaels  dissimilated    their  the  Ollamhs,  Druids  and  Bards  preserv- 

,  tongue  from  the  "  Lingua  prisca,"  or  ed  their  orthography  thus  unaltered, 

primitive    language  of  the   Japetian  notwithstanding  the  changes  which  the 

tribes  of  Europe  and  Asia.    Whether  spoken  language  underwent  from  popu- 

that  essential  difference  and  one  or  two  lar  corruption.    This  is  no  place  to 

other  minor  ones,  was  caused  by  either  cite  many  examples  of  the  class  of 

Semitic,  UraliaUi  or  Finnish  admix-  words  I  mean;  for  such  I  refer  the 

tore,  is  a  question  that  well  merits  reader  to  the  erudite  work  of  M.  Pictet, 

the  investigation  •  of  the  comparative  upon  the  Analogies  of  the  Sanscrit 

philologist.    It  would  favor  our  Phe-  with  the  Celtic  tongues, 

nician  theories,  did  these  peculiarities  Unluckily  for  Dr.  O'Brien's  assump- 

belong  altogether  to  the  Gaelic,  but  tion,  the  cogener  of  the  word  we  spell 

they  pervade  the  whole  family  of  the  "Gaedal,' 'but  pronounce  "Gael,"  is  stOi 

tongues  called  Celtic.                          .  preserved  in  a  neighboring  Indo-Euro- 

To  the  candid  etymologist,  the  reten-  rxsan  language.  In  the  Cimbric  or  Kim- 

tion  of  such  silent  letters,  in  the  written  ric,  i.  e.  the  W  elsh,the  Irish  or  Gaels,  are 

tod  in  the  poetic  language,  will  not  seem  called  "Guydhill,"  with  the  "dh"  as  fully 

tohe innovations.  He  will  rather  consid-  pronounced  as  the  "  th"  in  the  English 

erit  a  proof  of the  resistance  given  by  the  word  "  whither."    Now,  our  Cimbric 

Irish  ollamhs  and  bards  to  the  linguistic  neighbors  were  not  first  taught  our 

corruptions  of  the  vulgar.    For,  if  these  name  from  books.    They  must  have 

oflamhs  and  bards  did  innovate,  how  heard    our    forefathers,    when    first 

is  it  that,  isolated,  as  they  undoubtedly  brought  into  contact  with  them,  call 

were,  from  the  learned  of  the  world,  themselves  Gaedail  or  Guydhill,  sound- 

they  always  chanced  to  hit  upon  the  ing  the  radical  "  d"  fully.    Otherwise, 

proper  radical  letter  that  should  be  they  would  not  have  known  that  such 

inserted  in  order  to  make  the  written  a  letter  existed  in  writing.    Their  own 

word  correspond  in  outward  appear-  language  is  subject  to  all  the  aspira- 

anee  with  its  Greek,  Latin,  or  San-  tions  and  mortifications  of  letters  that 

Bcrit  cogener  ?     Are  wc  to  suppose  ours  is,  but  they  write  their  words  as 

that  these  ollamhs  and  bards,  wnose  pronounced,heedless  of  radicals.  Hence, 

education  was  purely  local  and  profes-  without  abiding  too  closely  to  the  date 

sional,  were  skilled  in  the  very  recent  which  the  bards  give  as  the  time,  when 

science  of  comparative  philology  ?    Are  « « Miledb's  sons  first  heard  dread  Ocean 

we  to  believe  all  that  the  venerable  Hia  music  beat  on  Eri's  shores," 

Keating    has   transcribed    for    us  of  we  must  still  put  back  the  epoch,  when 

the  royal  schoolmaster,  Fenius  Fan»,  Gael  and  Cimbor  met  in  western  Eu- 

and  of  that  universal  savant,  Gaedal,  rope,  to  an  extremely  remote  period, 

wn  of   Ethor  ?     And  yet  we    must  that  is,  to  some  period  wlien  the  "  d" 

either  do  that,  and  allow  a  knowledge  was  fully  sounded  in  Gaedal.     That  it 

of  comparative  philology  to  our  bards  was  not  so  sounded,  when  our  Scottish 

and    shanachiea,   of   which  the    most  kinsmen  of  Alba  left  us,  some  fourteen 

learned  amongst    modern    philologists  hundred  years  aero,  we  have  living  testi- 

mghtfeel  proud,  or  we  must  allow  that  mony.     The  Highlander  aspirates  or 

these  silent  and  aspirated  letters,  which  silences  the  same  letters,  in  the  same 

pervade  the  whole  frame-work  of  the  words,  as  the  Munstcr-man.      It  has 

Gaelic   tongue,  are  not  adventitious,  taken  somo  thousand    vears  and  odd 

But,  it  is  much  easier  to  allow  that  these  centuries,  to  make  a  slight  dialectic  and 

fetters  were  pronounced  at  the  time,  euphonic  difference  between  Scotch  and 

when  the  words  in  which  they  occur  Irish  Gaelic.    It  must  have  taken  an- 

uere first  committed  to  writing,  and  that  other,  at  least,  equal  period  to  make  the 
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(English),  who  have  treated  of  this  country.    So  that,.when  they 
speak  of  the  Irish,  one  would  imagine  that  these  men  were  actuated 

wich  difference  that  exists  between  the,  ral  signification,  and  it  is  now  forced  as 

nevertheless,  closely-allied  languages  of  a  national  name  upon  the  Cimbri,  whe- 

Wales  and  Ireland     This  one  example  ther  they  will  hare  it  themselves  or  not 

is,  in  itself,  irrefragable  evidence   that  The  editor  here  instances  a  few  of 

Gaedal  is  no  corruption  of  GaUus,even  the  host  of  words  affected  by  the  same 

wera  our  own  ollambs  silent  on  the  sub-  deliquescent  or  metti>g  influence   to 

ject.    If  the  natives  of  the  country,  which  this  radical  word  M  nedal,"  which 

called  Gallia  by  the  Latins,  were  the  was,  jierAaps,  more  anciently  "Giedalto," 

samo  as  the  Gael,  their  relationship  "Gaetulus,"  TairvXoq  and  Tai&vXof, 

must  ba  proved  by  something  better  has  been  subjected,  viz :  "Amba"  and 

found  )d  than  the  accidant  by  which  «  amhain,"  t. ".,  a  river,  pronounced  vul- 

GaxLl  has  been  corrupted,  so  as  to  have  garly  ow  and  owiny  but  poetically  avva 

a  faint  resemblance  in  sound  to  Gaul,  and  avwin ;  in  Latin,  "amnis."  u  Aed- 

In  tUe  common  Irish  this  day  spoken,  har,"  i.  e.,  the  upper  air,  vulgarly  pro- 

"Gael"   means    a   "kinsman,'    while  nounced  air,  poetically  aighar;  in  Latin, 

«Gar  mains  a  "foreigner."    In  the  "  aether ;"  and  Greek  AiOrjp.    "Aehn- 


"Wallisc"    meant,    stranger;     hence    vulgarly  pronounced  bowr,  poeticarfr 
"  Welsh"  or  "  Wallisc"  came  to  be  jp-    bd^:r  .  in  Wel8h|  «  byddar  5»  and  ft 


plied  to  th3  British  inhabitants  of  Cam-  English  "  bother."  "  Cladhamh,"  i.  e.  a 

hr£- ,  Vi?  G3rm*a  f?rm  ,of  thTe  T01?  sw°rd,  vulgarly  pronounced  chive,  poet- 

«Welsch»  means  foreign  also -Italy  is  icaliy  d'.ghZv;  in  Latin,  «gladium;" 

th3ir  "  Welschland"  or  "  Foreigners'  ^^  m  English,  "  glaive."    "  Cumhar," 

land."    The  word  is  seen  less  disguised  L ^foam or a  w,we,vulgarly  pronounced 

in  the  name  of  the  "Walloon  guards,  so  mT%  poetically  cuvZr ;  in  Latin,  -  spu- 

femaus  on  the  Contm  jnt,  and  in  that  of  ma .»  and  m  ft^u  «  FeiriuL" 

the  p3,pe  called  "Walli."     But  why  •  ^  ^  QT  j^J^^J. 

multiply  examples?  nounced /^,  noeti^Uy /^^  litín, 

FiaJmr  thus  that  the  word  means  avigi,o//«Gaohar,"i.iagUvii!(r«3 

for^a   in    all    the  languages  where  *    *ronoanood    «^  ^t{£$  g££; 

any  form  of  it  occu«,  the  echtor  holds,  £g  *  -  Medhon,"  i.  e.  tfc 

until  farther  proof  be  adduced  in  sup-  miMe     Jfa     pronounced    meOm. 

port  of  the  common  opinion  that  the  poeticall    J  >Jn  •  Latin,  «  medium? 

ancient  Celtic  inhabitants  of  modern  ^  En/lish,"  middle."    Oghar,  i.  e. 

France   and    of   northern  Italy — the  -„//;j  JLi'm i„  nMnt*n~~*A  «..*  \ww** 

«GV.uVor  «WelschlanJ"  of  ancient  S'^%^^^L    i& 

BomWtf  never  t,U  <W.'»«  OM  !°f  7  .°* W '  Greek;  ^°f •    J*** 

at  all,  but  that»  Gallus"  ncrhaps  m3an-  **>  J\*  V  "*?•  ''/e'  Vúfí\  «*°- 

iuS  in  old  Latio  what «  (Jail"  mains  in  "~f,d1 «» :  ESW  «££  >'  *■*■} 

Girficand  what  the  word,  though  in  . fff^:    '  3»nihail"  and  «amhai^ 

djdm  disguised  costume,  moans  i.i  every  ••  %'«**  ™WP»"«»''««I  ™J"* 

Bur jpeaS  tonjue  where  it  is  found,  the  £»•* V^»^»  ■«*  ttnd  -"^i  ***■ 

old  Itali  called  their  invadsrs  from  bo-  *>  """«»  «j    Greek-  <V*  •**  ow  ; 

yond  the  Alps  "  Galli,"  because  thoy  ■«»  English,  "same ;'  and  the  «affix, 

were  "  Strangers ;"  and  that  the  name  "fome."  "  Uabhan"  and  ••namhan,"  1  a. 

continue  to  bo  applied  to  the  people  /*J,r'  *»«"•!▼  pronounced  oon,  poeb- 

to  whom  it  had  b*n  most  particularly  aJlyoowm ;  Greek,  £o/3ov.   "  Umhal," 

given,  after  it  had  lost  its  primitive  and  "•  e-  humble,  vulgarly  pronounced  ool, 

more  extended  maaniug.     So  of  the  poetically  ooval.     Uadhach,  t.  *.  aa 

Anglo-Saxon  « Wallisc ;"  ito  English  udder,  vulgarly  pronounced  oogA,  po- 

fbnn, "  Welsh,"  has  lost  ito  more  gene-  «tjcally  ookagh  ;  in  Greek,  ovéap. 
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by  the  instinct  of  the  beetle  ;4  for  it  íb  the  nature  of  this  animal,  when 
it  raises  its  head  in  the  summer,  to  flutter  about  without  stooping 
to  the  fair  flowers  of  the  meadow,  or  to  the  blossoms  of  the  gar- 
den, though  they  were  all  roses  and  lilies ;  it  bustles  hurriedly 
round,  until  it  meets  with  some  loathsome  ordure,  and  it  buries 
itself  therein ;  so  with  the  above-named  writers,  they  never  allude 
to  the  virtues  and  the  good  customs  of  the  old  Anglo-Irish  and 
Gaelic  nobility,  who  dwelt  in  Ireland  in  their  time;  they  write 
not  of  their  piety  or  of  their  valor,  of  what  monasteries  they 
founded — what  lands  and  endowments  they  gave  to  the  Church 
— what  immunities  they  granted  to  the  ollambs,*  or  learned  doc* 

In  fine,  this  list  might  be  extended  side,  and  the  Sanscrit,  that  had  per- 
to  a  much  greater  length,  did  space  al-  haps  ceased  to  be  a  vulgar  tongue  be- 
low. Did  I  quote  monosyllabic  words,  fore  Homer  composed  his  Iliad,  and 
where  the  final  letters  are  silent  or  consequently  the  purest  and  most  per* 
mortified,  it  might  be  swelled  to  from  feet  specimen  of  the  ancient  Japetian 
six  hundred  to  a  thousand  radical  tongue,  on  the  other ;  with  the  Greek, 
words.  It  is  this  peculiar  tendency  of  Latin,  Gothic,  Slavic,  Cirabro-Celtic  or 
the  Celtic  vocal  organs  to  mortify  or  Welsh,  and  the  various  dialects  of  our 
silence  certain  letters,  that  caused  the  own  Ibero-Celtic,  as  connecting  links  be- 
great  number  of  silent  letters  found  in  tween  the  two  extremes,  such  evidence 
toe  Celto-Latin  of  France,  that  is,  the  can  be  brought  in  support  of  the  tra- 
modern  French — a  much  less  portion  dition  of  our  own  bards  on  the  subject, 
of  which  is  derived  directly  from  the  as  must  convince  any  really  learned  and 
Romans  than  is  generally  supposed.  candid  philologist  Of  its  being  founded 

The  editor  has  dwelt  longer  upon  upon  reality.    By  the  silent,  aspirated 

this  subject  than  is  usual  in  a  note,  but  or  mortified  letters,  and  certain  other 

he  deems  its  importance  to  be  an  am-  accidents,  what  I  may  call  the  strati- 

pie  excuse ;  for,  not  only  does  a  good  fied  history  of  the  Irish  tongue,  written 

deal  relating   to   the  filiation  of  the  upon  its  very  c  >re  by  Nature's  own  hand, 

Irish  and  Scottish  Gaels  depend  upon  and  its  successive  stages  of  formation, 

the  retention  or  rejection  of  the  rad-  can  be  traced  up  to  its  primitive  parent 

ical  "  d "  in  this  particular  case,  but  or  parents  in  the  East,  with  scarcely 

the,  perhaps,  much    more   important,  less   certainty  than  the  history  of  the 

question  of  the  possession  of  a  knowl-  earth's  formation  can  be  traced  from 

edge  of  letters  by  the  Irish  Druids  and  the  varied  strata  that  compose  its  shell. 

Bards  from  the  very  earliest  times,  can,  4  The  Beetle.    This  idea  is  also  found 

in   his    opinion,    be    incontrovertibly  in  Lope  de  Vega,  the  Spanish  dramatist 

{)roved  by  the  existence  of  those  very  si-  and  poet.     An  ancient  Latin  naturalist 

ent  letters,  of  which  he  has  given  exam-  has  said  of  this  insect,  "periit  odore 

pies,  when  supported  by  str  ct  propriety  rosae,"  i.  e.,  "the  odor  of  the  rose 

and  dose  analogy  with  other,  often  far  kills  it." 

distant  languages  (such  as  the   San-  *    The  Ollamhs   (Ollaves),  or  learn- 

scrit,  for   instance),  with   which   they  ed  doctors,  were  the  members  of  the 

are  invariably  usea.    The  maintainers  literary  and  scientific  professions.     In 

of  the  truth  of  the  ancient  tradition,  pagan  times,  they  were  presided  over  by 

that  tells  us  of  the  uninterrupted  use  the  Arch-Druid.    They  comprised  the 

of  letters  among  our  ancestors,  should  Druids  Brethemhs  (Brcfoivc),  i.  e.  Bre- 

rcst  that  much  disputed  question  upon  hons  or  Judges,  the  Bards,  Historians, 

the  internal  structure  of  cur  ancimt  Physicians,  and  Musicians.  Each  order 

teritt*n  language  alone.  With  the  mod-  of  these  was  presided  over  by  an  Ard- 

era  Irish  and  Alban  Scotch  on  the  one  OUamh,  or  chief  doctor. 
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tort  of  Ireland — their  bounty  to  the  ecclesiastics  and  prelates  of 
the  Church — the  relief  they  afforded  to  orphans  and  to  the  poor—* 
their  munificence  to  men  of  learning,  and  their  hospitality  to 
strangers :  insomuch  that  it  may  be  said  ftith  truth,  that  they 
were  not  at  any  time  surpassed  by  any  nation  of  Europe,  in 
generosity  and  hospitality,  in  proportion  to  the  abilities  they  pos- 
sessed. W  itness  the  meetings  of  tne  learned  which  they  convened 
(a  custom  unheard  of  amongst  the  other  nations  of  Europe);  so 
that  such  was  the  force  of  generosity  and  liberality  amongst  the 
old  Anglo-Irish  and  Gaels  of  Ireland,  that  they  were  not  satis- 
fied with  distributing  their  bounties  to  those  that  claimed  them, 
but  they  also  gave  public  invitations  to  all  persons  to  come  and 

Sartake  of  their  favors,  in  order  to  find  a  wider  scope  for  their 
esire  of  bestowing  treasures  and  presents.  And  yet  nothing 
of  all  this  can  be  found  in  the  English  writers  of  the  time ;  but 
they  dwell  upon  the  customs  of  the  vulgar,  and  upon  the  stories 
of  ignorant  old  women,  neglecting  the  illustrious  actions  of  the 
nobility,  and  all  that  relates  to  the  ancient  Gaels  that  inhabited 
this  island,  before  the  invasion  of  the  Anglo-Normans. 

Let  us  see  did  any  nation  in  Europe  oppose  the  Romans  with 
more  valor  than  they  did  in  their  defence  of  Alba  or  Scotland, 
They  forced  the  Britons  to  build  a  wall  between  Britain  and  Scot- 
land, in  order  to  protect  themselves  from  the  incursions  of  the 
Gaels ;  and,  although  there  was  constantly  an  army  of  Romans, 
amounting  to  52,000  foot  and  200  horse,  kept  to  defend  that 
wall,  together  with  30,000  foot,  and  1,300  horse  for  guarding 
the  coasts  and  harbors  of  the  country  against  the  Scots  ana 
Picts,  nevertheless,  according  to  the  Chronicle  of  Samuel  Daniel, 
the  Gaels  used  to  pass  over  the  wall  and  ravage  the  country, 
in  spite  of  that  large  army.  Cormac  MacCulinan6  also  tells  ubl 
in  his  Psalter,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  ravages  committed 
in  Britain  by  the  Gaels,  and  the  (( Cruithnigh,"  called  also 
Picts,  the  Britons  murdered  their  Roman  governors  three  times, 
as  a  peace-offering  to  those  plunderers.  We  can  also  under- 
stand, from  Geoffry  of  Monmouth,  how  great  was  the  strait  into 
which  the  Gaels  had  reduced  the  Britons,  in  the  time  of  their 
King  Vortigern,  who  was  forced  thereby  to  take  into  pay  the 
Saxon  Hengist  and  his  German  army.  We  also  read,  in  the 
Chronicle  of  Samuel  Daniel,  that  the  Komans  had  built  fourteen 
fortresses  in  Britain,  in  order  to  resist  the  Scots  and  Picts,  who 
continued  to  disturb  that  country,  in  spite  of  the  Roman  power, 
from  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar  to  that  of  Valentinian  the  Third. 


9  Cormac, mmcf  Cmlinon,  Archbwhop    gter  A.  D.  902.    He  was  the  ffflimpiisr 
of  Cashel,  was  proclaimed  king  of  Man»    of  the  fiunoas  Psalter  of  OasfaeL 
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namely,  far  a  space  of  500  years;  for  it  was  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  447,  that  the  fiomans  deserted  their  British  provinoe.  A 
contest  arose  before  that  time  between  Theodoeius  and  Maximua, 
which  obliged  the  latter  to  bring  a  great  body  of  Britons  with 
him  to  Armories»7  which  is  now  called  little  Britain  (Bretagne), 
in  France;  and,  he  having  expelled  the  former  inhabitants,  gave 
that  oountry  to  his  British  soldiers,  whose  posterity  retain  it  to 
the  present  day. 

Tnere  are  some  authors  among  the  ancients,  that  make  false 
statements  with  respect  to  the  Irish,  particularly  Strabo,1  who 
asserts  in  his  third  book,  that  the  Irish  live  upon  human  flesh. 
My  answer  to  this  charge  is,  that  Strabo  has  lied,  in  thus  assert- 
ing the  Irish  to  be  cannibals.  For,  nowhere  in  our  ancient  records 
do  we  read  of  any  person,  that  eat  human  flesh,  except  Ethni 
Uathach,9  daughter  of  Grimthann.  son  of  Enna  Kinnsellach,  king 
of  Leinster,  who  was  nursed  in  the  Desies  of  Munster,  where  she 
was  fed  on  the  flesh  of  infants,  in  hopes  of  her  arriving  the  sooner 
at  maturity;  for  it  had  been  prophesied,  that  the  fosterers  of  this 
lady  should  receive  land  from  the  man,  to  whom  she  should  be 
married ;  and  she  was  married  to  Aengus,  son  of  Nadfraech, 
king  of  Minister,  as  shall  be  noticed  hereafter  in  the  body  of  the 
history*  The  reader  must  understand,  when  our  Shanachies 
woula  not  conceal  this  shameful  fact,  so  disgraceful  to  a  daughter 
of  a  king  of  Leinster,  and  wife  of  a  king  of  Munster,  that  they 
would  not  fail  to  expose  it  in  people  of  inferior  rank,  if  such  a 
practice  ever  prevailed  in  this  country ;  therefore  Strabo  is  false, 
in  asserting  it  to  be  a  custom  in  Ireland  to  eat  human  flesh,  when 

7  Armorica  is  now  called  Bretagne.  ions  speaking  Celtic  dialects.  But  from 

It  lies  on  the  northwestern  coast  of  this  must  be  deducted  the  Basque  or 

France.     The  rural  inhabitants  still  Guipuscoan,  which  is  not  now  held  to  be 

almost  universally,  speak  a  dialect  of  Celtic.    Bretagne  has  given  many  dis- 

the  Celtic  tongue,  closely  akin  to  the  tinguished  men  to  France,  among  whom 

Welsh  or  Cimbric.    They  are  a  brave,  was  the  celebrated  poet,  Chateaubriand 

simple  people,  obstinately  attached  to  *  Strabo,  a  geographer,  who  flourished 

their  old  habits  and  customs.    They  in  the  days  of  Augustus  and  Tiberius, 

are  moral  and  devoutly  Catholic,  and,  His  geography,  written  in  Greek,  to 

mostly,  fervid  royalists.    The  invasion,  which  our  author  here  alludes,  is  much 

here  referred  to,  was  not  one  of  externa-  celebrated. 

nation,  as  might  be  here  understood;  the  *  Ethni. — In  admitting  the  possible 

old  Armoricans  were  the  same  people  truth  of  this  disgusting  and  improbable 

as  themselves,  and  the  exiled  Bretons  did  s( ory ,  Dr.  Keating  shows  how  rigidly  he 

bat  amalgamate  with  their  own  kins-  interpreted  the  canon,  he  quotes  a  little 

folk.     The  Bretons  are  supposed  to  below,  defining  the  historian's  duties, 

represent  the  ancient  Belgae  of  Gaul.  It  is,  however,  most   likely,  an  idle 

in  1800  there  were  said  to  be  some  three  slander  thrown  at  the  Munster  tribes  by 

Billions  speaking  the  Breton  language,  their  enemies,  and  taken  hold  of  by 

in  all  France  and  Spain,  it  was  then  some  strolling  story-teller.  Dr.  Keating 

«apposed  that  there  were  some  ten  mill-  did  not  sufficiently  remember  the  fact, 
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we  Can  find  but  one  solitary  instance  of  it  in  our  traditions,  and 
even  that  occurred  in  the  days  of  Paganism.  My  answer  to  Si 
Jerome,10  who  makes  the  same  assertion,  in  writing  against  Jovi» 
man,  is,  that  he  must  have  had  his  information  from  some  vender 
of  lies,  and  that  it  should  not  be  credited  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Irish.  Solinus,11  in  his  twenty-first  chapter,  tells  us  that  there  are 
no  bees  in  Ireland;  and  goes  on  to  state,  that  the  male  children, 
for  the  first  month  after  birth,  receive  their  food  from  the  point 
of  a  sword.  He  also  says  that  the  Irish,  when  they  have  killed 
an  enemy,  are  wont  to  bathe  themselves  in  his  blood ;  but  it  is 
evident  from  ourown  history  that  every  word  of  this  is  false.  Pom- 
ponius  Mela,"  speaking  of  the  Irish,  in  his  third  book,  calls 
them  "  a  people1*  ignorant  of  every  virtue."  Many  other  ancient 
foreign  writers  have  spoken  of  Ireland  in  the  same  rash,  dis- 
paraging manner,  on  the  authority  of  lying  rumors ;  but,  no 
credit  should  be  given  to  their  statements,  for  they  were  them* 
selves  utterly  ignorant  on  the  subject ;  wherefore  Camden,  when 
giving  down  the  testimonies  of  these  men  with  regard  to  Ireland! 
makes  use  of  the  following  remark :  "  We  have,"  says  he,  a  no 
witnesses  upon  these  matters,  who  are  worthy  of  credit.  14  It  is  evi* 
dent  from  the  same  Camden,  that  it  was  false  to  assert  that  there 
were  no  bees  in  Ireland ;  for  in  describing  this  country,  he  says, 
himself,  that  "  such  is  the  quantity  of  bees,  that  they  are  found 
not  only  in  hives,  but  also  in  the  trunks  of  trees  and  in  holes 
in  the  ground."1* 

We  shall  now  give  a  few  of  the  falsehoods  of  the  English, 
authors,  who  have  written  upon  Ireland.  As  these  men  have 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  Cambrensis,1*  we  shall  begin  by 

that  critical  discrimination,  also,  was  non  solum  ahrearibns,  sed  etiam  a*» 

one  of  the  historian's  duties.  borum  et  terr»  cavernis  reperuintnr. 

*  St.  Jerome,  or  Hieronymus,  a  na-  M  Gtrcddta  Cambrensis,  i.  e.  Gerald 

tire  of  Pannonia,  was  distinguished  for  the  Welshman,  or  Cambrian.     This 

his  seal  against  heretics.    He  wrote  first  British  calomniator  of  the  Irish 

with  great  eloquence  and  elegance  of  nation  was  an-  Anglo-Norman  ecelesi- 

style.    In  the  instance  here  referred  to,  aatic,  who  came  over  to  Ireland  AJ>. 

he  does  not  seem  to  have  much  regard-  1185,  in  the  train  of  King  John,  whose 

ed  the  armory  whence  he  took  the  wea*  tutor  he  had  previously  been.    He  was 

non  wheoewith  he  felled  his  enemy,  the  brother  of  Philip  de  Barri,  one  of 

He  died  A.D.  420,  aged  91.  the  earliest  of  the  Anglo-Norman  invaoV 

u  C.  Julius  Solmus  wrote  in  the  1st  era   of   Ireland,  and  founder  of  the 

century.  His  work  is  called  Polyhistor.  Anglo-Irish  sept  of  the  Barries.  Giral* 

n  Pomvoniut  Mela  was  a  native  of  dus  was  the  son  of  a  Norman  nobleman 

Spain.    He  was  the  writer  of  a  geog-  by  a  Welshwoman.    He  wrote  many 

raphy,  and  flourished  about  A.  D.  45.  works,  bat  that  entitled  the  Conquest 

™  Omnium  Virtatnm  ignari.  and  Topography  of  Ireland  is  the  one 

M  Borum  que  commemoramns  dig-  to  which  our  author   alludes.     The 

sos  fide  testes  non  habemus.  falsehoods  of  Cambrensis  have  been 


u  Apum  est   tanta  multitudo,   at    ably  refuted  by  the  Irish  antiquary, 
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bringing  bis  lies  home  to  Cambrensis  himself.    This  man  asserts, 
that  Xing  Arthur  received  a  tribute  from  Ireland,  and  that  the 
place  where  he  imposed  that  tribute  was  in  the  city  of  Leon,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  519.     Campion,  also,  makes  the  same  state* 
ment,  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  second  book  of  his  chronicle, 
where  he  adds,  (hat  one  OHla-Mara  was  king  of  Ireland  at  that 
time.     But,  notwithstanding  that  both  the  author  of  Polychroni* 
eon  and  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  with  some  other  English  writers, 
make  mention  of  a  Gilla- Mara  as  king  of  Ireland,  yet  I  challenge 
any  one  of  them  or  their  followers  to  produce  a  single  poem  or 
passage  in  the  records  or  traditions  of  the  Irish,  in  which  there 
is  any  mention  or  account  of  any  person  named  Gilla-Mara's 
having  been  ever  king  of  this  country,  unless  by  that  name  they 
mean  Murkertach  or  Murtough  Mor  Mac  Erca,  who  was  the 
(«temporary  of  King  Arthur,  and  was  very  powerful  both  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland.    This  Murkertach  sent  his  six  brothers 
into  Scotland,  and  one  of  them,  Fergus  Mor  Mac  Erca,  was  the 
first  king  of  the  Scottish  race  in  Alba  (Scotland).     Then,  it  was 
by  the  ocots  and  Picts  that  King  Arthur  himself  was  killed. 
This  Fergus,  whom  I  have  just  mentioned,  was,  as  I  state,  the 
first  king  of  Alba  of  the  Scottish  race ;  for  though  Hector  Boe- 
thius,1' in  his  history  of  Scotland,  reckons  thirty-nine  kings  of  that 
country  before  him,  still  not  one  of  these  predecessors  of  his  were 
of  the  Scottish  nation.    There  is  also  a  mistake  contained  in  the 
assertion  that  Fergus,  son  of  Fearchar,  king  of  Ireland,  was  the 
first  Scottish  king  of  Scotland ;  for,  there  never  was  a  king  of 
Ireland  named  Fearchar,  and  therefore  no  son  of  such  FearchaT 
could  be  king  of  Scotland,  as  Hector    Boethius  states.     Now, 
though  had  it  pleased  Murkertach  Mor  to  place  his  brother,  Fer- 
gus Mac  Ercn,  on  the  throne  of  Scotland,  still  Murkertach  is 
Himself  styled  "Rex  Scotorum"  meaning  that  he  wíis  king  of  the 
Scots,  both  in  Eri  and  Alba,  i.  c.  Ireland  and  Scotland.    Hence, 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  so  powerful  a  monarch  should  pay 
tribute  to  King  Arthur. 

Speed  "  says  in  his  Chronicle,  that  the  Irish  king  was  not  trib- 
utary to  King  Arthur;  but,  that  a  friendly  league  of  mutual  aid 
in  their  wars  subsisted  between  them ;  so  that  if  one  of  them  was 
oppressed  by  enemies,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  other  to  help  him 
with  an  allied  force:  this  Speed  calls  "jus  belli  socialise  i.  e.  an 
obligation  of  alliance  in  war.     Such  is  the  present  alliance  bo- 

Pr«  Lynch,  of  Galway,  who  lived  dur-  Scottish  writer,  who  wrote  the  history  of 

to£  the  reigns  of  Charles  I.  and  Charles  his  country  in  Latin.     He  was  born  at 

**-»  in  an  able  work,  written  in  Latin,  Dundee,  1470,  and  died  about  1550. 

^°d  itvled  "  Cambrensis  Eversus,"  i.  e.  ia  Jo'in  Speed,  an  English  historian 

*' Cambrensis  overthrown  "  and  geographer,  lived   between  A.D. 

Hector  Boece,  or  Boethius,  was  a  1556  and  1629. 
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Ureen  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Emperor ;  for  each  is  bound 
to  send  aid  to  the  other,  whenever  his  necessities  require  it;  ye$ 
we  are  not  by  this  to  understand,  that  the  Emperor  pays  any 
tribute  to  the  King  of  Spain,  or  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  Em- 
peror. In  like  masner,  if  there  existed  any  similar  treaty  be* 
tween  Kino;  Arthur  and  Murkertach  Mac  Erca,  ting  of  Ireland, 
by  which  they  were  bound  to  assist  each  other  mutually  in  the 
time  of  danger,  it  is  not  thence  to  be  inferred  that  either  wad 
tributary  to  the  other.  The  truth  of  this  opinion  is  more  fully 
confirmed  by  what  Nubigensis  says,  in  the  twenty-sixth  chapter 
of  the  second  book  of  his  history :  there,  in  speaking  of  Ireland, 
he  says  that  "Hibernia1*  (Ireland)  never  lay  under  any  foreign 
away."  Even  Cambrensis  himself  agrees  with  this  opinion  in 
his  twenty -sixth  chapter,  where  he  tells  us  that  u  from  the  *  be- 
ginning Hibernia  remained  free  from  the  incursions  of  foreign 
nations."  From  these  testimonies  it  is  clear,  that  neither  King 
Arthur  nor  any  other  foreign  prince  ever  possessed  the  sovereignty 
of  Ireland,  until  the  English  invasion.  It  is  not  to  be  suppose^ 
that  the  Britons  could  have  laid  claim  to  any  authority  in  this 
island,  when  the  Romans  themselves  never  dared  to  set  their 
hands  upon  it :  and  so  far  was  it  from  Ireland's  being  subject  to 
the  Romans  or  to  any  other  stranger,  that  Camden,11  in  his  book, 
called  Britannia  Camdeni,  gives  the  following  testimony :  "  When 
the  Romans"  had  extended  their  empire  on  all  sides,  many,  no 
doubt,  came  over  here  (to  Ireland)  from  Spain,  Gaul,  i.  e.  France 
and  Britain,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  intolerable  yoke  of  the 
Romans."  From  this,  it  may  be  understood  that  the  Romans  not 
only  never  came  to  Ireland,  but,  that  the  people  of  other  countries 
found  there  an  asylum,  and  were  protected  by  the  Irish.  The 
same  Camden  says  again,  in  confuting  the  opinion  of  those,  who 
imagine,  that  it  was  likely  that  the  Romans  extended  their  domi- 
nation to  Ireland :  *"I  can  scarcely  bring  my  mind  to  believe, 
that  this  country  had,  at  any  time,  fallen  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Romans." 

Cambrensis  says,  in  his  ninth  chapter,  that  it  was  customary 
with  Irishmen  to  take  the  widows  or  their  deceased  brothers  in 
marriage.  He  also  says,  that  it  was  not  the  custom  to  pay  tithes 
in  Ireland,  before  the  arrival  of  Cardinal  Papiron.    This,  how- 

*•  Hibernia  nonqoam  extern»  sab-  diqae  propagassent,  multi  procnldub&o 

jacuit  ditioni.  ex  Hispania,  Gallia,  Britannia  hie  se 

"  Hibernia  ab  initio  ab  omni  aliena-  receperunt,  at  iniquissimo  Romanoram 

ram  gentium  incarsa  libera,  permaosit.  jugo  colla  rabduoerent. 

%  WUbam  Camdm,  the  celebrated  an-  "  Ego  animum  rix  indncere  possum» 

tiqaary,  was  born  hi  London,  A.D.  nt  hanc  reirionem  in  Romanoram  po» 

1551.    The  first  edition  of  his  "Brit-  testatem  nfio  eoncessore  tempore  ere» 

nania,"  appeared  in  1586.  dam. 

■  Dam  saam  Roman!  ÍBperiim 


•  «• 


jttf,  fo  ftlae,  as  will  be  seen  hea-eafter  in  the  "body  of  tBftiistory, 
and  aa  I  shall  soon  make  appear  in  this  pre&ge.    In  treating  of 
the  natural  curiosities  (wonders)  of  Ireland,  um  writer  says  also, 
-that  there  is  a  well  in  Monster  which  makes  one  gray  upon 
wa-hing  one's  hair  therein,  and  that  thdfc  is  another  well  in 
JJTfeter,  which  prevents  grayness.    Yet  there  are  dksach  wells 
flow  in  Ireland,  nor  do  I  think  that  there  were  anfnioch  in  the 
jttmuUry  in  the  days  of  Cambrensis.    He  sets  down  these  won- 
jfan,  but  to  give  a  color  to  his  other  falsehoods.     v 
•   Cambrensis  says  also,  in  his  twentv-second  chapter,  that  when 
the  nobles  of  Ireland  ratify  their  alliances,  in  the  presence  of  a 
Wahop,  they  kiss  the  relics  of  the  saints,  and  drink  of  each  other's 
Uood,  though,  while  doing  so,  they  are  ready  to  betray  and  mur- 
der one  another.    My  answer  to  him  here  is,  that  there  is  no  poem 
or  passage,  tradition  or  old  writing,  history  or  annals,  that  Dears 
lam  out  in  this  malicious  statement    Now,  it  is  a  well-known 
fbet,  that  the  antiquaries  were  bound,  on  pain  of  losing  their  de- 
gree of  "  Ollamh"  or  Doctor,  not  only  not  to  conceal  any  such 
fril  custom,  if  it  existed  in  Ireland  in  their  day,  but  also  to  com* 
•át  it  to  writing»    Hence>  it  is  manifest  that  Cambrensis  has- told 
to  a  wilful  lie  in  this  matter.    Again,  in  his  tenth  chapter,  this 
nan  says,  that  "the  Gaels  are  an  inhospitable  race."**    But  in 
frier  to  answer  this  charge,  I  have  only  to  quote  from  the  mnv 
ntiye  of  Stanihurat,  whajpeaks  of  the  hospitality  of  the  Irish  in 
As  following  terms;  "TKtxf*  are  truly  a  most  hospitable  people, 
mi  you  eon  pay  them  no  greater  remedy  nor  can  you  gratify  them 
more  in  anything,  than  in  freely  ana  voluntarily  frequenting  their 
houses"    from  this  statement  we  may  infer,  without  leave  of 
Cambrensis,  that  at  their  tables  at  least,  they  are  a  generous  and 
hospitable  people. 

Cambrensis,  elsewhere,  says  that  it  was  the  wife  of  the  king  of 
Meath,  that  eloped  with  Diarmaid  na  n-Gall*  (Dermott  of  the 
English) ;  yet  this  is  not  truo,  for,  it  was  the  wife  of  Tighernan 
O'Kuairc,  king  of  Brefni,  and  daughter  to  Murcadh  mac  Flainn 
son  of  Maelsechlainn,  king  of  Meath,  that  made  that  elopement. 
The  lady's  name  was  Derborgaill.  He  again  asserts  that  the 
rivers  Suir,  Nore,  and  Barrow  rise  in  the  mountain  called  Slieve- 
Bloom ;  but  this  is  another  misstatement ;  the  Barrow,  it  is  true, 
takes  its  rise  on  the  eastern  point  of  Slieve-Bloom,  but  the  Suir 
and  Nore  flow  from  the  side  of  Slieve  Aldiuin,17  called  also  Slieve 

*  Brt  aatem  gens  h®c  inhospita.  the  Strangers.  He  was  so  called  from 
ifc, "  They  are  an  inhospitable  people."  having  brought  over  the  English. 

*  Sunt  sane  homines  hoepitalimini  v  alvibh  Aldiuin  (Slieve  Jldiuke),  is 
Deque  iilis  ulla  in  re  magis  gratificare  now  called  Greim  an  Diabhail  (Grime 
poles  craam  vel  ponte  ao  voluntarie  an  DeeaPj  i.  e.  the  Devil's  Bit  It  was 
eorom  (Was  frequentare.  otherwise  called  Be&raan  Eli,  or  the 

"  Dmrmaid  na  nGall,  or  Dermod  of    Gap  of  fili. 
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BeamanUt^  DeviTa  Bit  Mountain,)  in  the  territory  of  the  Ui-Ca- 
rin*  (Ikerrin). 

He  also  says,  iwthis  same  work  upon  Ireland,  that  the  kin?  of 
"Kinel-Conaill,  that  is,  the  O'Donnell,  used  to  be  inaugurated  in 
the  following  manndto — "  All  the  inhabitants  of  his  territory  be- 
ing assemU|d  on  a  high  hill  in  his  domains,  a  white  mare  was 
killed  and  p&to  boil  in  a  large  cauldron,  in  the  middle  of  a  field : 
when  it  was  sufficiently  boiled,  the  king  used  to  lap  up  the  broth 
with  his  moujh  like  a  hound  or  dog  and  eat  the  flesh  out  of  his 
hand,  without  using  a  knife  or  any  other  instrument  to  cut  it: 
he  then  divided  the  rest  of  the  flesh  amongst  the  assembly  ana 
afterwards  bathed  himself  in  the  broth."  Ihis  is  plainly  an  im- 
pudent falsehood  of  Cambrensis,  for  the  annals  of  Ireland  explicitly 
record  the  mode  of  inaugurating  the  kings  of  Kinil-  Conaill.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  thus :  The  king  being  seated  on  a  hill, 
in  the  midst  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  his  own  territory,  one 
of  the  chiefs  of  his  nobles  stood  before  him,  bearing  in  his  hand 
a  straight,  white  wand,  which  he  presented  to  the  King,  telling 
him,  at  the  same  time,  "  to  receive  the  sovereignty  of  his  country 
and  to  preserve  equal  and  impartial  justice  between  all  portions 
of  his  dominions."  The  reason  why  the  wand  was  straight  and 
white  was,  to  put  him  in  mind  that  he  should  be  unbiased  in  his 
judgments  ana  pure  and  upright  in  all  his  actions.  I  wonder 
much  how  Cambrensis  could  have  had  the  hardihood  to  invent 
such  a  lie,  as  that  quoted  above,  and  film  confident,  that  it  was 
through  pure  malice  alone,  that  he  set  it  down  in  his  book.  For 
it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  that  tribe  has  been  distinguished  for 
godliness,  piety  and  religion,  and  that  several  of  its  members  who 
had  taken  orders,  ended  their  days  in  sanctity  and  devotion.  It 
has  also  produced  a  great  number  of  Saints,  amongst  whom  were 
Saints  Columkiile^Baeithin,  Adamnan  and  many  others,  too  nu- 
merous to  mention  here.  It  is  also  incredible,  that  the  nobles  of 
Ireland  would  have  allowed  the  king  of  Kinel-Conaill  to*observe 
that  barbarous  custom,  which  Cambrensis  relates,  at  a  time  when 
the  Catholic  faith  had  already  flourished  amongst  them,  from  the 
time  of  St  Patrick  to  the  English  invasion,  (about  700  years.) 

■  Ui   Car  in  (e*<arrin)  or  Ikerrin,  Carta  was  the  tribe  name  of  the  0 

a  district  of  ancient  Eli,  bat  now  a  Meachaira. 

barony  of  North  Tipperary.  It  was,  "  KinU-Conntil,  i.  e.  Race  of  Conall 
in  former  times,  the  tribe-land  of  the  and  Tir  Conaill,  i.  e.  the  land  of  ConaH, 
clan  of  0  Meachair,  now  written  0'«  so  called  from  Conall  Gnlban,  the  an- 
Meagher  and  Maher,  in  English.  This  cestor  of  the  O'DonneUs,  O  Doghertiea, 
septus  well  as  the  0  Carrolls  and  tho  and  their  correlative  clans,  was  the  an- 
other Elians,  were  descended  from  Ciao  cient  name  of  the  county  of  Donegal, 
or  Kian,  the  third  son  of  Olild  Olum.  "  For  particulars  relative  to  these 
"  Ui"  is  the  nominative  plural  of  "  0  "  saints,  see  the  body  of  the  history, 
or  "  Ua,"  which  means  descendant    Ui 
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And,  for  that  reason  also,  I  again  assert,  that  Cambftnsia  has 
broached  here  a  downright  lie,  as  unwarrantably^  it  is  ^malicious» 

Spenser11  says,  in  his  Chronicle,  that  Egfridpking  of  the  Nor* 
thumbrians,  and  Edgar,  king  of  Britain,  exercised  a  jurisdiction 
oyer  Ireland,  as  we  read  in  the  thirty-thir^page  of  his  history, 
But,  this  assertion  cannot  be  true,  for  the  records  oLJreland  are 
directly  against  him,  and  besides,  the  British  writejrihemselves 
confess,  that  the  Saxons  have  left  them  no  old  writings  or  coins, 
from  which  they  could  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  history  of  those 
times  that  preceded  the  arrival  of  the  last-mentioned  nation ;  thus 
(jildas,*  an  ancient  British  writer,  tells  us  that  the  old  monuments 
and  coins,  and,  consequently,  the  ancient  history  of  the  Britons, 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  Romans  and  Saxons.  Samuel  Daniel*1 
agrees  with  Gildas  upon  the  same  point,  in  the  first  part  of  his 
Chronicle,  so  also  does  Rider,  in  his  Latin  Lexicon,  when  treating  of 
the  word  Britannia.  The  latter  writer  says,  moreover,  that  Bri- 
tain has  not  been  called  Britannia  from  Brutus,  for,  if  it  were,  the 
name  should  be  Brutia  or  Brutica.  And  it  is  more  than  probable, 
if  the  name  were  derived  from  Brutus,  that  Julius  Caesar,  Corne- 
lius Tacitus,  Diodorus  Siculus,  Beda*  or  some  other  old  writer, 
would  have  mentioned  the  derivation.  Thus,  as  the  British  au- 
thors knew  not  whence  came  the  name  of  their  own  country,  it 
is  no  wonder  that  they  should  be  ignorant  of  many  things  in  its 
ancient  history.  We  should  not,  then,  be  surprised  to  find  Spen- 
ser equally  destitute  of  kt(prledge  upon  these  same  subjects. 

But,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  this  writer  should  undertake 
to  trace  the  genealogies  of  some  Irish  noble  families,  and  take 

n  Dr.  Keating  is  particularly  indig-  of  his  upon  which  our  author  animad* 

nant  that  Cambrensis,  himself  in  holy  Yerts,  is  one  entitled  "  A  View  of  the 

orders,  should  malign  a  house  that  had  State  of  Ireland,"  which  Spenser  pre- 

given  so  many  ornaments  to  the  Catho-  scnted  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 

lie  faith,  and  such  valiant  champions  to  a  GUdas  was  a  British  or  Welsh  ec- 

the  Cross,  as  that  of  Kinel-Conaill.  clesiastic,  who  wrote  a  history  of  his 

■  Spenser.     This   was    the    famous  nation  in  Latin,  in  the  first  half  of  the 

English  poet,  who  wrote  the  "  Fairic  sixth  century. 

Queen."      He  was  sent  to  Ireland  in  **  Samuel   Daniel  was   an   English 

1580,  as  Secretary  to  Lord  Wilton  de  poet  and  historian,  born  A.D.  1562.  He 

Grey.    There,  he  obtained  the  Castle  of  was  appointed   Poet  Laureat  at  the 

Kilcoleman,  on  the  Blackwater,  in  the  death  of  Spenser, 

county  of    Cork,  with  3,000  acres  of  M  Bede,  usually  styled  the  Venerable 

land,  as  the  reward  of  his  services.  Bede,  was  an  Anglo-Saxon  monk.    He 

These  formed  a  portion  of  the  estates  lived  a  quiet,  studious  life,  and  died  at 

of  the  vanquished  Earl  of  Desmond,  the  monastery  of  Wearmouth,  in  A.D. 

8penser  enjoyed  his  share  of  the  spoils  735.    He  wrote  several  works,  amongst 

of  that  ruined  nobleman,  for  a  while,  which  his  Anglo-Saxon  history  is  now 

in  tranquillity  ;  but  the  war  of  Tyrone  the  most  valuable.    He  is  considered 

caisud  him  to  fly,  in  haste  to  London,  one  of  the  most  respectable  of  Saxon 

where  ho  died  in  1598,  without  having  authorities, 
recovered  his  Irish  plunder.    The  work 
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trpon  hA  to  assert  that  they  are  of  English  extraction.  lie 
specially  points  out  seven  noble  surnames  of  the  Gaelic  nobility, 
as  of  foreign  orijk :  these  are  the  MacMahon's  (of  Ulster),  the 
clans  of  Sweeny,  Sheehy,  Macnamara,  Cavanagh,  Toole  and 
Byrne.  He  says  tbÉ  the  name  MacMahon  has  come  either  from 
Ursa  (Frt2*Urse),  or  Bear,  English  surnames;  and,  as  the  words 
"ursa"  "S»r"  and  Mahon  are  of  the  same  signification,  that> 
consequently,  it  is  from  the  English  house  of  Bear  or  Ursa  (Fitz- 
Urse),  that  the  MacMahons  of  Ulster  are  derived.  My  answer 
to  this  assertion  is,  that  it  is  just  as  reasonable,  from  the  etymology 
of  the  word,  to  conclude  that  the  MacMahons86  of  Thomond,  or 
the  O'Mahonies87  of  Carbery,  should  descend  from  the  English 
Fitz-Urses,  Ursas  or  Bears,  as  the  MacMahons  of  Ulster ;  and, 
since  the  former  do  not  draw  their  origin  from  any  Eng- 
lish source,  neither  do  the  latter.  But  the  fact  is,  the  MacMa- 
hons88 of  Ulster  are  descended  from  Colla  Dá  Crioch,  son  of 

"  Vie  Mac  Mahons,  in  Irish  Mac  sonofKian,son  of  Maebnuadh,whohad 

Mathghamlinay    (Mahowna)    of   Tho-  been  also  king  of  Desmond  and  son-in- 

mond,  were  princes  of  Corca-Basginn,  law  to  Brian  Born.    It  was  this  Kian 

now  the  baronies  of  Moyarta  and  Clon-  that    commanded    the  Eugenians  of 

deralaw,  in  the  county  of  Clare.    They  Desmond  at  Clontarf     The  tribe  of 

are  the  elder  representatives  of  Brian  the  Ibh  Echach,  (consisting  of  the  O'- 

Boromha  or  Bora,  being  descended  from  Mahonys  aud  O'Donoghoos,)  branched 

Mathghamhain     (Mihowin),  son    of  off  from  their  correlatives,  the  Mao 

Murkertach  Mor,  King  of  Ireland,  from  CariJE».  0  Sullivans,  &c,  at  Cas  son 

A  J).  1110  to  A.D.  1130.    Mnrkertach  of  Arc.    Core  was  King  of  Monster 

was  the  son  of  Tordelbach,  son  of  Tadhg  in  A.D.  380,  and  was  the  rival  of  Nlall 

m  son  of  Brian  the  victor  of  Clon-  of  the  nine  hostages,  for  the  moo- 
iarmaid,  the  nnclc  of  Mahon,  archy. 
succeeded  his  elder  brother  Murkertach,  "  The  Mac  Mahon»  of  Ulster  derive 
as  chieftain  of  the  Dal-g-Cas  tribe,  and  their  name  from  a  similar  personal  ap- 
as  King  of  Mnnster,  but  not  as  sover-  pellation,  namely,  from  Mathgamhain, 
eign  of  Ireland.  From  that  time  the  son  of  Laidgnen,  a  chieftain  of  Fern- 
O'Briens,  who  are  descended  from  Diar-  mogh,  who  was  killed,  according  to  the 
maid,  held  the  sovereign  power  in  North  Four  Masters,  A.D.  1022.  These  Mao 
Munster,  and  the  children  of  his  elder  Mahons  were  formerly  chieftains  of  the 
brother,  the  monarch  Murkertach,  had  present  county  of  Monaghan,  and  some» 
to  content  themselves  with  the  princi-  times  kings  of  Oirghuula  and  UHdia. 
pality  of  Corca-Basginn.  The  name  is  often  found  with  the  prefix 
"  The  O'Makonies  of  Carbery  were  "0"  instead  of  "Mac"  in  our  ancient  an- 
anciently  chieftains  of  the  Eugenian  nals.  They  were  amoiirat  the  bravest  and 
tribe,  called  the  uIbh  Echach  Mom-  most  distinguished  oftne  northern  tribes, 
ban,"  (Eev-Akagh  Moon,)  and  kings  of  Our  annals  speak  of  their  chieftains  so 
Rathlenn,  a  district  lying  along  the  frequently,  that,  what  Spencer  has  said 
rivers  Bandon  and  Lee,  in  the  county  of  their  foreign  extraction,  is  utterly 
of  Cork,  extending  from  the  sea  to  the  absurd.  Our  bards  and  thanachiea 
bounds  of  the  county  of  Kerry.  They,  never  could  lose  sight  of  chieftains,  so 
also,  derive  their  family  name,  O'Math-  distinguished  as  thev  were,  amongst  the 
gaxnhiKi.  from  a  person  named  Math-  princely  clans  of  Colla. 
ghamhain  or  Mahon.  This  Mahon  was  The  very  usual  Irish  name,  Math- 
King  of  Desmond,  A.D.  1015.  He  was  ghamhain  or  Mahowin,  from  which  the 
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Bocaidh.  Duíblén,  son  of  Carbri  Lrfficar,  of  the  line  of  Erimón 
or  Hererfon.  Of  the  second  family,  the  "Clann  Suibhrri,"  (called 
Sweenies,  or  MacSweenies  *  in  English)  he  says,  that  they  are  of 
an  English  house,  called'  Swyne;  but  "  ISuibhnC'  (of  which 
Sweeny  is  btft  a  recent  corruption)  and  *  Swyne,"  are  totally 
distinct  words,  and,  consequently,  the  MacS weenies  cannot  be  a 
branch  of  that  English  family.  They  are  in  reality  descended 
from  the  O'Neills.  He  says,  also,  that  the  MacSheehies41  are  of 
Anglo-Norman  extraction ;  but  in  this,  too,  he  errs  egregiously, 
for  it  is  well  known  they  are  of  the  line  of  Colla  Uais,  and  that 
they  owe  their  name  to  Sithach,  pronounced  Sheehagh,  son  of 
Ecaon,  son  of  Alasdran,  son  of  Domnald  or  Donald,  from  whom 
the  Clan  Donald  (t.  «.,  the  MacDonalds)  of  Ireland  and  Scotland 
take  their  name.  He  makes  a  similar  assertion  with  regard  to 
the  Macnamaras,*  and  says,  that  they  are  Anglo-Normans,  and 

above  three  families,  so  widely  distinct  erected  a  large  stone  near  the  Castle 
b  their  genealogies,  derive  their  but-  of  Clodagh,  with  an  Irish  inscription, 
Barnes  (which  all  three  mean  the  same  inviting  travellers  to  repair  to   the 
thing),  is  said  to  be  an  old  Irish  term  house  of  Edmond  Mac  Sweeny  for  free 
for  the  animal  called  a  "  bear."     The  entertainment    Some  of  this  family 
editor,  however,  has  never  heard  or  seen  have  taken  the  conjecture  of  Spenser  for 
it  used  in  that  sense,  and  he,  therefore,  truth,  and  have  actually  chosen  to  revel 
doubts  it  The  Saxon  name  "Bear''  and  in  the  smoothly  Saxon,  but  rather  por- 
the  Norman  one  "  Fitz  Urse/Vbeing  cine  patronymic  of  " Swyne."    Others, 
uular  in  signification,  led  Spsjpr  to  with  a  better  taste,  modify  the  name  to 
make  his  unfounded  impoUtion  ofSax-  Swayne ;  but  all  the  old  and  respectable 
ouism  upon  the  Mac  Mahons  of  Ulster,  branches  of  the  Sept  write  the  name 
*  The   Mac  Sweenies   settled  early  "Mac  Sweeny,"  or  simply,  "Sweeny." 
in  Tirconnel,  and  there  branched  into  4>  The  Mac  Sheehies  of  Antrim  were 
three  great  families,  namely  :    "  Mac  also  famous  as  Chieftains  of  Galloglas- 
Suibni  Fanaid,"  who  dwelt  at  Bath-  sess,  and  obtained  possessions  in  various 
mullah  Castle,  east  of  Lough  Swilly  ;  parts  of  Ireland,  as  sword-lands  from  the 
11  Mac  Suibni  of  Bogbanech,"  now  the  powerful  toparchs  into  whose  service 
barony  of  Banagh,  and  "Mac  Snibni  na  they  entered.  A  branch  of  them  became 
Tuath,"  or  of  the  Battle-axes,  Lord  of  captains  to  the  Earls  of  Desmond,  in 
Tnatha  Toraighe  (Tooha  Toree),  a  ter-  the  Fifteenth  century.    They  formed 
ritory  near  Tory  Island,  off  the  north-  the  body-guard  of  these  powerful  no- 
west  point  of  Donegal  County.    The  blemen.     Several  descendants  of  the 
Mac  Sweenies  were  standard  -  bearers  sept  have  changed  their  name  to  "Joy." 
and  marshals  to  the  O'Donnells.     They  Siothach     (Sheehafrh),     comes     from 
were  famous    throughout    Ireland  as  "Sith"  (SJieeh),  which  means  "peace" 
leaders  of  those  heavy-armed  infantry  or  "  quietness." 

soldiers,  called  Galloglasses.    Abrancn  *  Macnamara.   The  powerful  Dalcas- 

°f  the  family  settled  in  the  County  of  sian  sept  of  "Mac  Conmara,"  ?.c.,son  of 

C°rk  in  the  thirteenth  century,  as  com-  Cumara,  takes  its  name  from  a  descend- 

Hfcnders  of  these  soldiers,  under  the  Mac  ant  of  Conall,  of  the  Swift  Steeds,  who 

C*rthies  of  Desmond     This  branch  of  was  King  of  Munstcr  in  the  Fourth 

ti*e  family   had   castles   at    Clodagh,  century     Their  tribe-land  was  called 

tt&t  Macroom,  aud  at  Oastlemore,  iu  Tricha-kead-ui-casin    ( Triha~kaid-cc-ca- 

Parish  of  Moviddy.    They  were  famous  sheen),  and  forms  the  present   barony 

for  their  hospitality,  and  one  of  them  of  Tullagh,  and  part  of  that  of  Bon* 
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that  they  came  frorn  the  family  of  "  Mortimer,"  in  Normandy, 
But  in  this,  also,  he  makes  an  unfounded  assertion,*  for  it  is 
dearly  known  that  the  family  of  Macnamara  (in  Irish,  Mac-Con- 
mara)  takes  its  name  from  a  progenitor,  whose  name  was 
"Cumara."  The  proper  surname,  or  rather  tribe-name,  of  this 
clan  is  "  Sil-  Aedha"  (Sheel  Eaya\  and  they  are  of  the  descend* 
ants  of  Casin  (Casheen),  son  of  Cas,  son  of  Conall  of  the  Swift 
Steeds,  and  of  the  line  of  Eber.  He  says,  that  the  following  sur- 
names,  likewise,  are  derived  from  Great  Britain,  namely :  the 
«"  Sil  Brainn"  {Sheel  Brinn),  I  e.  the  Byrnes,  the  "  Tuathalaigh" 
(Toohalaigh),  i.  e.  the  Tooles,  and  the  "Caemhanaigh"(2fceVaunÍ0A), 
L  e.  the  Kavanaghs;  but,  the  evidence  he  brings  forward  in  sup- 
port of  this  conjecture  is  entirely  fallacious,  for  he  merely  strives 
to  derive  these  three  names  from  words  in  the  British  language. 
In  the  first  place,  he  says,  that  brin  means  woody;  now,  admitting 
that  the  word  brin  does  mean  woody,  still  the  name  of  the  "  Bran- 
naigh,"  i.  e.  the  O'Brainns  or  Byrnes,  is  not  derived  from  that  word 
brin,  but  from  a  warrior,  whose  name  was  "Brann"  or  "Brand." 
Secondly,  he  says,  that  the  word  iol  is  the  same  as  hilly,  and  that 
it  is  from  that  word  the  "Tooles"  are  called,  but  Toole  merely  is  an 
English  corruption  of  O'Tuathail44  {CPToohiU),  which  these  Tua- 
thalaigh have  had  from  one  of  their  progenitors,  a  chieftain 
named  "  Tuathal "  (Toohal.)  Thirdly,  he  tells  us,  that  in  British, 
KaevcLn  means  strong,  and.  that  it  to?  from  this  word  Kaevan, 
that  the  "Kavanaghs"  have  had  tháPfeurname.  My  answer  to 
him  here  is,  that,  in  Irish,  the  word  "Caemhin"  (Kaevaun),  means  a 

Seraon  that  is  "  Caemh  "  (Kaeve),  i.  e.  gentle,  or  handsome.  ^The  O'- 
íavanaghs,  however,  have  taken  their  name  fromDomnald  Kaem- 


ratty,  in  the  County  of  Glare.    Their  inal  territory  was  called  Ui  Faelain, 

tribe-name  was "  Clann  Callein."  Their  which  comprised  the  northern  half  of 

origin  is  the  same  as   that    of  the  the  present  County  of  Kildare.  Driven 

O'Briens  and  Mac  Mahon3  of  Thomond,  thence  by  the  Anglo-Normans,  the? 

of  which  kingdom  they  were  the  heredi-  fixed  themselves  in  the  mountains  of 

tary  grand-marshals.  "  Cumara"  means  Wicklow,  and  continued  with  their  cor- 

a  "  hound/'  or  rather,  a  "  wolf-dog  "  of  relatives  the  0 'Tooles,  to  be  long  the 

the  sea,  and  metaphorically,  a  sea-cham-  terror  of  the  invaders  of  their  ancestral 

pion.    The   wolf-dog   was   the   most  homes.  The  word  "  Brann"  or "  Brand/' 

noble  animal  of  prey  that  Ireland  pro-  whence  comes  O'Brainn,  means  "raven* 

duced.    Hence,  "  Gu  "  came  to  signify  in  Gaelic. 

a  hero,  just  as  "lion"  did  in  more  "O' Tuathail— The  OTooles  were  also 

southern  latitudes.  anciently  seated  in  Kildare,  where  their 

°SU  Brainn — The  O'Brinns,  or  Bvr-  territory  was  called  Ui  Muiredhaigh 

nes,  have  their  name  from  Brann  Dubh,  (Ee  Murray).  Driven  thence  by  Walter 

L  e.  "the  dark  Brann,"  who  was  king  of  de  Riddlesford,  they  settled  in  Ui  Mail» 

of  Leinster  in  the  seventh  century,  in  the  country  of  Wicklow,  the  territory 

Their  origin  is  the  same  as  that  of  in  which  Glendalogh  is  situated.  "  Tuat» 

the  two  Septs  that  follow.    Their  orig-  hai,"  the  name  of  their  immediate  an- 
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faiaach,  or  Donald  Kavanagh,  son  of  Diarmaid  na  n-Gull,  and  that 
Donald  himself  received  the  soubriquet  Caemhdinach  from  his  hay- 
ing been  educated  at  Cifl-Caemháin  {KM~Kaivauin\  or  Kaevan's 
Church,  in  the  lower  part  of  Leinster.    According  to  its  pedigree, 
this  elan  is  a  branch  of  the  O'Kinselaghs.    Moreover,  these  tnree 
tribes  are  of  Gaelic  extraction,  acooraing  to  our  ancient  history. 
They  are  all  three  of  the  posterity  of  Cathaeir  Mor  (Oaheer  Afore), 
king  of  Ireland.    It  is  a  wonder  to  me,  how  Spenser  could  have 
had  the  presumption  to  handle  subjects  of  which  he  was  in  such 
tttter  ignorance,  unless,  as  he  was  a  poet,  he  allowed  himself  a 
poet's  license,  composing  fictions,  as  was  usual  with  him  and 
other  men  of  nis  class,  inventing  unreal  tales,  and  adorning  them 
with  elegant  language,  in  order  to  amuse  and  deceive  his  readers. 
Stanihurst"  tells  us  that  Meath  was  the  portion  of  Ireland  that 
belonged  to  Slángi,47  son  of  Déla,  son  of  Lóch,  but  this  is  not 
true;  for,  according  to  the  "  Book  of  Conquests,"  Meath  contained 
in  the  time  of  Slángi,  but  one  canton,  or  "  tuath,"  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, Uisnech  (Ushnaghy,  and  so  it  continued  until  the  time 
of  Tuathal,  the  Welcome.    And  where  he  asserts  that  it  was 
from  the  above-named  Slángi  that  the  town  of  Slane  had  its  name, 
inferring  thence  that  Meath  was  the  portion  he  obtained  from 
bis  brothers,  he  might  with  more  justice  have  stated  that  the 
province  of  Leinster  was  his  share,  and  that  the  river  Slany, 
which  flows  through  the  vnddle  of  that  province  to  Loch-Gar» 
man  or  Wexford,  was  called  after  him;  and  he  might  have  said, 
also,  that  it  was  from  him  that  Dumha-Sl&ngi"  received  its  name 
—this  fort  is  also  called  Dinn-Righ  {Deen-Kee) ;  it  is  situated  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  Barrow,  between  Carlow  and  Leighlin. 
He  might  have  further  informed  us,  that  this  was  his  fortified 
residence,  and  that  it  was  there  that  he  died. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Stanihurst  was  ignorant  of  these  matters, 
for  he  had  never  seen  those  Irish  records,  whence  he  might  have 
obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  history  of  the  country.     I 


«stor,  means  "lord."   It  is  pronounced,  etc.,  were  branches  of  the  Ui  Feilmed- 

Toohal."  The  OTuathails  were  among  ha. 

tfe  moat  noble  of  the  Leinster  septs.  *  Stanihurst  was    the  son   of    an 

Some  of  this  race  now  write  the  name  Anglo-Irish    lawyer  of  Dublin.     He 

Toole,  others  Toohiil,  and  others  again  entered  as  student  at  Oxford  in  1563. 

Tuthill.  Some  time  after  he  married,  but  his 

*  The  O'Cavanaghs  and  O'Kinshel-  wife  having  died,  he  entered  holy  orders 

kgha  were  called  the  Ui  Fcilmedha  (Ee  in  after  life.    He  died  in  1579. 

Feilmaa).  Their  territory  comprised  the  v  Slangi  was  the  first  king  of  the 

Present  counties  of  Carlow  and  Wex-  Fir-Bolgs.    He  was  also,  according  to 

W.   The  Mac  Davy  More,  or  Mac  our  annals,  the  first  king  of  Ireland. 

Bwiiore,  the  Mac  Uadog,  now  Mad-  *  Dumha  Slangi,  i.  e.  "  The  Mound 

dock  and  Vaddock,  the  O'Murphiee,  of  Slangi."    Pr.  Duwa  Slángi. 
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am  also  of  opinion,  that  be  did  not  take  much  trouble  in  inquir* 
ing  after  them ;  for  he  appears  so  utterly  ignorant  of  Irish  affaire 
aft  to  assert,  that  Ros-Mac-Triuin4*  lies  in  Munster,  and  that  Meatb 
was  one  of  the  five  provinces,  or  "  fifths" — an  assertion  in  oppo- 
sition both  to  Cambrensis  himself  who  does  not  reckon  Meath 
one  of  the  provinces,  and  to  the  "  Book  of  Conquests  of  Ireland," 
In  his  apportionment  of  Ireland,  he  says,  that  the  English  pos- 
sessed the  one-hal£  and  that  the  other  was  divided  between  the 
Anglo-Irish  and  the  Gaels.  He  also  asserts,  that  the  meanest 
peasant  .of  the  English  pale  would  not  condescend  to  form  a 
matrimonial  alliance  witn  the  noblest  Gaelic  family  in  Ireland ; 
the  words  he  uses  in  his  Chronicle  are  these — "  The*  meanest 
peasant,  that  lives  in  the  English  province,  would  not  give  his 
daughter  in  marriage  to  the  most  noble  prince  amongst  the  Irish." 
Now,  I  would  ask  Stanihurst  here,  if  the  peasants  of  the  Eng- 
lish pale  be  more  noble,  more  honorable  or  more  loyal  to  the 
crown  than  the  illustrious  Anglo-Norman  earls  of  Ireland,  than 
the  earls  of  Kildare,*1  for  instance,  who  married  into  the  families 
of  MacCarthy-Reagh,°  O'Neil,  and  other  noble  Gaelic  septs ;  or 
than  the  earls  of  Ormond,"  who  are  allied  to  the  O'Brien's,  the 
MacGilla-PatricksP*  (Fitz-Patricks),  and  the  O'Oarrolls ;"  or  than 
the  earls  of  Desmond,  who  are  related  to  the  MacCarthy-Mores;1* 
or  than  the  earls  of  Connaught,**  who  are  closely  connected  with 
the  O'Ruaircs.  I  shall  not  here  cifc&the  many  viscounts  and 
barons,  who  are  thus  connected  with  the  Gaels;  they  are  each 
man  of  them  of,  at  least,  as  noble  an  extraction  as  any  peasant 

*  Ros  Mic  Trium  was  the  ancient  tensive  with  the  present  diocese  of  that 

name  of  Old  Boas,  in  Wexford.  name. 

M  Colonornm  omnium  nltimns  qui  in  M  The  O'Carrotts,  in  Irish  O'Cerbhail 

Anglica  provincia  habitat,  filiam  snam  (CyKerwilT),  descended  from  the  Ibe- 

vel  nobilissimo  Hibernornm  principi  in  rian  stock  of  Kian,  son  of  Olild  Olnm, 

matrimoniam  non  daret  were  the  chief  sept  of  the  ancient  prin- 

"  The  Earls  of  KUdare  and  the  Earls  cipality  of  Eli,  which  comprised  the, 

of  Desmond  were  the  chiefs  of  the  noble  north  of  the  present  county  of  Tipperarr, 

sept  of  the  Geraldines  or  Fitz-Geralds.  and  the  south  of  the  King  and  Queen's 

"  Mac  Carthy  Reaeh,  in  Irish,  "Mac  counties. 

Oarthaigh  Riabhach"(.A2ac  Caurha  Res-  *Th*  Mat  Carthy  Mote's  chief  seat 

vagh)  i.  e,  Mac  Carthy  the  Grey.    Mac  was  in  Kerry,  to  which  the  ancient 

Carthy  Reagh  had  his  chief  residence  kingdom  of  Desmond  or  Des-Mmnha 

in  Carbery.    This  was  one  of  the  great  had  in  later  times  been  reduced.    The 

septs  into  which  the  Clan  Oarthaigh  kingdom  of  Desmond,  thus  reduced,  held 

split  up  after  the  English  invasion.  together  until  the  reign  of  Elisabeth, 

"  The  Earls  of  Ormond  were  chiefe  when  Mac  Carthy  More  exchanged  his 

of  the  Butlers  or  Le  Botilere,  one  of  kingly  title  for  the  Earldom  of  OKaa 

the  most  nobly  descended  amongst  the  Carthy. 

Anglo-Norman  septs  of  Ireland.  "  The  Earls  of  Connaught.    By  the 

M  The  Mac  GiUa  Patricks,  now  Fits  Earls  of  Connaught  are  here  meant  the 

Patricks,  were  the  ancient  princes  of  Os-  De  Burgos,  or  Burkes,  Earls  of  dan- 

eory,  a  district  in  Kilkenny  nearly  coe*-  rickard. 
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colonist  that  ever  dwelt  within  the  English  pale.  For8*  my  part 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  these  nobleman  should  not  contract 
marriage  alliances  with  the  Gaelic  nobility  of  Ireland,  unless  that, 
through  an  humble  opinion  of  their  own  blood,  they  did  not 
deem  themselves  worthy  of  forming  connection  with  so  noble 
and  so  ancient  a  race. 

From  the  injustice  of  the  account  which  Stanihurst  gives  of 
the  Irish,  I  think  that  the  man's  testimony  should  be  rejected 
altogether.  Besides  this,  it  was  at  the  instances  and  suggestion 
of  other  persons,"  who  hated  the  Irish  people,  that  he  misrepre- 
sented tnis  nation  so  calumniously.  I  do  likewise,  verily  be- 
lieve that  the  hatred  of  everything  Irish  was  the  first  nourish- 
ments he  eat,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  England,  and  that 
he  kept  digesting  it  till  his  return  to  Ireland,  when  he  cast  it 
forth  upon  his  country  in  his  writings.    It  is  instance  enough 

M  The  venerable  Doctor  seems  to  for  killing  by  famine,  as  the  sword  and 
have  been  here  actuated  by  the  same  the  gibbet  can  no  longer  be  used  indis- 
«othusiastic  admiration  for  antiquity  criminately.  The  trade  in  official  cal- 
led parity  of  race,  that  animated  one  tunny,  likewise,  still  flourishes,  as  of  old, 
of  oar  modern  bards,  when  singing  the  in  Dublin  Castle.  Lies  are  still  th* 
glories  of  the  noble  tribe  whence  he  has  most  efficacious  bullets  that  can  be  cast 
himself  sprung  :  against  those  that  would  compel  the 
«Hot*»  of  htotory,  phantoms  of  fable,  heirs  of  the  upstart  adventurers,  that 

Oarieinmrt  champions  and  Arthur*  Bound    usurped  the  places  of  OUT  patriarchal 

Ov  tot  th*y  all  a  iot  lnatre  might  borrow,         chieftains,  to  disgorge  the  pfunde  rthey 

Vram  the  glory  that  hangs  round  the  name  of    have  fed  on  too  long,    and  to  restore 

Mac  raurba  r  _  ^y  otm  trtbe-lands  to  the  clans  of  the 

Montmorency,  Medina,  unheard  was  your  rank,    Gael  and  the  Shan-Gaul .    Dr.  Keating 

iy  darked-ered  Iberian  and  ieht-hearUd  Frank;     jg  mild  with  the  suborners,  though  8uf- 
And  your  ancestors  wandered,  obsenre  and  un-     £«•  Rii_  „„„«»«  .,_„   it»      u  j    tt 

known,  nciently  severe  upon  the  suborned.  He 

By  the  smooth    Guadaiquiver  and  sunny    was  a  rigid  royalist,  this  venerable  old 

Ere  Ven£°  had  wedded  the  sea,  or  enrolled  £aul»  «£  «™  of  a    loyal  race.     The 

The  name  of  a  Doge  In  her  proud  Book  of  Gold ;     liOUSe  Ot   btuart,  tOO,  HOW  Sat  upon  the 
When  her  glory  waa  all  to  come  on  like  the  mor-     English  throne,  and  the  Irish  Catholics 

There™*™  chieftains  and  kings  of  the  clan  of     flattered   themselves   with  the   delusive 

Mac  Caurbar— D.  F.  McCarthy.  hope,  that  their  revered  old  faith— that 
w  By  other  persons  are  meant  the  of  St.  Patrick  and  St  Columkille — 
English  officials,  and  the  greedy  plun-  would  be  restored  by  the  descendants 
ters  in  their  train.  Stanihurst,  Cam-  of  the  martyred  Mary  of  Scotland, 
breosb,  Spenser,  and  the  still  viler  herd  There  was,  then  some  reason  for  our 
*hu:h  Keating  lashes  in  his  preface,  author's  not  wishing  to  aim  his  blows  at 
*ere  the  Castle-hacks  of  their  day,  then  those  who  stood  too  near,  what  be  con- 
employed  to  apologize  and  find  lying  sidered,  the  sacred  person  of  his  sover- 
pretexts  for  the  direct  robbery  and  eign.  We  must  bear  with  him  for  the 
jQurder  of  the  Irish  nobility  and  people,  weakness.  He  belonged  to  an  age  differ- 
just  as  a  like  herd  is  actually  employed,  eut  from  ours,  and  to  a  different  school. 
Bpw  that  the  Irish  nobility  is  nearly  all  *  Nourishment.  The  original  is  some- 
cither  extinct  or  reduced  to  poverty,  in  what  more  figurative.  It  has  it, "  was 
finding  excuses  for  the  indirect  robbery  the  first  breast,"  or,  rather,  "nipple  he 
of  the  landless  nation — for  cheating  sucked/'  alluding  to  his  "  alma  mater," 
the  poor  oat  of  their  last  penny,  and  Oxford- 


* 
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of  the  hatred  he  bore  to  Ireland,  to  point  out  the  fact  that  ha 
blames  the  English  colonists  for  not  having  expelled  the  Gaelio 
language  from  the  country,  at  the  time  when  they  had  driven 
out  the  people,  that  had  owned  the  land  before  tnemselves,  to 
which  he  adds  the  ^remark  that,  "  however  excellent  a  language 
the  Gaelic  may  be,  whosoever  acquires  a  taste  for  it,  acquires  at 
the  same  time  a  taste  for  the  evil  habits  of  those  who  speak  it* 
What  must  we  understand  from  this,  but  that  this  Sianihurst 
bore  so  much  malice  to  the  Irish  natives,  that  he  was  sorry  that 
the  Anglo-Normans,  in  their  conquests  from  the  Gaels,  had  pre- 
ferred to  act  the  part  of  Christians,01  rather  than  of  heathens. 

M  Id  making  this  suggestion,  Stani-  homesteads  of  the  Saxon  churls ;  and» 

hurst    meant  both    to    signalize   the  besides,  there  were  no  more  of  them  in 

pronenesB  of  the  Anglo-Normans  to  his  army,  than  were  wanted  to  guard  the 

adopt  Celtic  habits  and  customs,  and  to  persons  and  man  the  castles  of  the  hi» 

afford  an  excuse  for  plundering  what  the  coming  nobility.    This  nobility  wanted 

newly-imported  Saxons  called  the  de-  tenants  and  serfs  to  till  the  lands  they 

generate  English,  as  well  as  the  native  had  won  by  the  sword,  and  who  couM 

Irish.  be  found  fitter  for  this  duty  than  the 

*  The  line  of  distinction  here  attempt-  serfs  of  the  Saxon  nobilitythat  prece4- 
ed  to  be  drawn,  between  the  extent  of  ed  it  ?  It  was  not,  then,  William's  m» 
guilt  in  national  spoliation  and  murder  terest,  or  that  of  his  followers,  to  extir- 
by  wholesale,  as  practised  by  Christians  pate  all  the  vanquished  Saxons.  He 
and  as  practised  by  Heathens,  will  would  thereby,  in  mercantile  phrase, 
scarcely  stand  the  test  of  sound  logical  destroy  the  value  of  his  new  acquisition, 
morality.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  He  then  spared  the  vanquished,  as  far 
that  William,  the  Bastard  of  Norman-  as  he  found  it  needful  for  his  own  and 
dy,  was  as  great  and  as  ruthless  a  mon-  his  followers*  interest — the  very  reason 
tier  of  crime,  as  any  Hengist  or  Attila  for  which  Hengist  is  said  to  have  ex- 
could  be.  and,  though  professing  Chris-  terminated  the  Celtic  Britons, 
tianity,  as  anti-Christian  in  his  acts  as  In  Ireland  the  very  same  thing  oe> 
Pontius  Pilate  or  as  Herod.  The  dif-  curred,  and  for  a  like  reason.  The 
ference  between  the  conduct  of  the  nom-  early  Norman  settlers  (Dr.  Keating*» 
inally  Christian,  and  that  of  the  avow-  kinsmen,  for  whom  he  nere  indirectly 
edly  Pagan  conqueror  of  England  was  apologizes),  did  not  find  it  their  interest 
not  caused  by  their  difference  of  belief,  to  exterminate  the  Gaels.  They  were. 
It  sprung  from  their  different  necessities,  therefore,  satisfied  with  their  submia- 
Hengist  was  followed  by  a  whole  na-  sion.  The  lovely  daughters  of  the  Iberi 
tion.  with  their  wives  and  children.  He  and  the  Celtae  soon  captivated  their 
had  to  provide  settlements  for  the  serfs,  hearts,  and  the  children  of  those  steel- 
as  well  as  for  the  masters — for  the  clad  warriors  became  thoroughly  Irish 
clowns,  as  well  as  for  the  nobles;  and,  for  in  a  single  century.  Had  our  author 
this  reason,  he  had  to  expel  the  poor  written  a  few  years  later,  he  needed  not 
man  from  his  humble  homestead,  as  to  have  gone  up  to  the  pagan  Hengist 
well  as  the  rich  man  from  his  castle  and  for  a  contrast.  He  would  have  seen 
domain.  William,  on  the  other  hand,  the  part  of  Hengist  attempted  to  be 
was  followed  by  a  feudal  army,  mostly  played  over  again  by  that  soi-disant 
unencumbered  with  children  or  with  Christian  saint,  Oliver  Cromwell,  in 
wives.  Of  that  army  he  had  to  provide  fevor  of  the  canaille  of  plebeian  canters» 
but  for  his  nobles,  knights,  and  men-at-  whom  he  was  forced  to  get  rid  of  by 
arms.  'I he  soldiers  of  inferior  rank  quartering  in  the  homes  of  the  Irish, 
were  little  inclined  to  settle  down  in  the  both  people  and  gentry.    Though  he» 
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For,  whoever  conquers  a  country  in  a  Christian  manner,  is  satis- 
fied with  the  submission  and  allegiance  of  the  vanquished  in- 
habitants, and  with  sending  colonists  of  his  own  people  to  dwell 
in  the  land  amongst  them ;  but  it  is  the  practice  of  a  man,  who 
subdues  a  country  after  the  manner  of  a  heathen,  to  exterminate 
the  conquered  natives,  and  to  send  a  new  race  in  their  stead,  to 
dwell  in  the  land  that  has  yielded  tq  his  force.     The  man,  in* 
cleed,  that  makes  a  Christian-like  conquest,  never  extirpates  the 
language  of  the  country  he  reduces  to  his  sway,      lhus,  the 
liorman  William  did  not  extinguish  the  Anglo-Saxon  tongue, 
when  he  had  subdued  the  Anglo-Saxon  nation,  for  he  allowed 
-the  people  who  spoke  the  language  to  remain  on  their  native 
soil,  ana  hence  it  is  that  the  Saxon  tongue  is  spoken  by  the  in- 
"habitants  of  England  to  this  day.     But  Hengist,  the  Saxon 
chieftain,  conquered  the  Britons  after  a  heathen  manner,  for  he 
swept  them68  from  off  the  face  of  the  land  of  their  birth,  and 
planted  colonists  of  his  own  nation  in  their  places;   thus  he 
completely  eradicated  the  British  dialect,  by  banishing  all  those 
by  whom  it  was  spoken.    It  is  a  conquest  exactly  like  this  latter, 
that  Stanihurst  wished  to  see  perpetrated  upon  the  Irish ;  for  it 
is  impossible  to  destroy  any  language,  without  extirpating  those 
whose  language  it  is. .  Now,  finding  how  anxious  he  was  to  ex- 
pel the  Gaelic  speech,  we  may  well  infer  that  he  desired  the  ex- 
termination of  the  Gaels  themselves,  and  that  consequently  he 
held  them  in  hatred,  for  which  reason,  all  that  he  asserts  with 
^ard  to  Ireland  is  utterly  unworthy  of  belie£ 

to»  wag  merciless  as  Hengist  or  as  numbers  of  words,  both  in  the  old 
William,  and  anti-Christian  as  Nero  or  Saxon,  and,  consequently,  in  the  modern 
**  Maximin,  yet  it  was  not  a  difference  English,  that  bear  a  close  resemblance 
°f  religion,  that  caused  his  conquest  to  to  the  British  and  Irish.  Many  English 
differ  so  much  from  those  made  by  the  words  also,  supposed  to  be  derived  from 
Geraldine,  the  Butler,  the  De  Courcy,  the  Latin  and  Norman  French,  may 
or  the  De  Burgo ;  it  was  entirely  caused  have  come  from  the  British  In  gram- 
ty  the  different  class  of  soldiers,  for  matical  structure,  with  the  exception 
whom  he  and  they  had  respectively  to  of  that  want  of  the  future  tenses  of 
provide.  They  had  but  to  provide  for  verbs,  which  is  the  great  character- 
professional  warriors  and  for  gemlemen  istic  of  all  Teutonic  tongues,  as  well  as 
—for  men,  in  fine,  who  did  not  want  to  of  the  modern  English,  and  of  that  frce- 
Giltivate  their  conquered  lands  them-  dom  from  that  dilapidation  of  the  radical 
fclvei  Cromwell  had  to  provide  for  a  consonants — the  Celtic  characteristic — 
niffian  mob,  swept  from  the  purlieus  of  which  both  the  old  and  the  new  Saxon 
toe  English  towns,  to  whom  the  owner-  enjoy,  and  to  which  the  British  is  sub- 
ship  of  even  a  small  patch  of  land  was  ject,  it  is  questionable  whether  the 
*  god-send  of  which,  until  then,  they  other  syntactic  forms  of  the  old  Saxon 
tad  never  dared  to  dream.  have  not  a  nearer  resemblance  to  those 
*  This  fact  is  very  much  to  be  ques-  of  the  modern  Welsh,  than  to  those  of  its 
boned.  Any  evidence,  drawn  from  the  own  English  progeny  It  is  possible, 
extinction  of  the  Celtic  language  in  Eng-  then,  that  the  two  peoples  may  have 
land,  must  be  fallacious.  There  are  great  amalgamated. 
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This  Stanihurst  likewise  finds  fault  with  the  district  brehons,81 
i.  e.  the  judges,  and  with  the  physicians"  of  Ireland ;  but,  it  is  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  me,  how  he  could  presume  to  censure  them, 
for  he  was  acquainted  neither  with  the  men  themselves,  nor  with 
the  language  in  which  their  scientific  works  were  written ;  for, 
he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  Gaelic,  in  which  tongue  their  treatises 
upon  the  Brenon  law,  and  upon  physic,  were  written.  He  was, 
therefore,  incapable  of  reading  these  works,  whether  upon  law 
or  physic,  in  the  original  dialect  in  which  they  were  written, 
neither  could  he  understand  them,  if  read  to  him  by  another ; 
for  this  reason,  I  think,  when  he  abuses  these  two  professions, 
that  he  is  exactly  in  the  position  of  a  blind  man,  who  would  pre- 
tend to  give  a  preference  to  the  color  of  one  piece  of  cloth  beyond 
that  of  another.  Then,  as  it  is  impossible  for  a  blind  man  to  form 
any  judgment  between  the  colors  of  two  pieces  of  cloth,  not 
being  able  to  see  either,  so  it  was  also  impossible  for  him  to  form 
any  opinion  upon  the  two  sciences  above  mentioned,  for  he 
never  understood  the  books  in  which  they  were  written,  neither 
could  he  understand  the  ollamhs  or  doctors  who  professed  them, 
for  they  spoke  only  in  Gaelic,  whiqji  was  their  natural  tongue, 
and  of  that  he  was  most  thoroughly  ignorant 

He  likewise  censures  the  harpers09  of  Ireland,  of  whom  he 

*  Brehoru  This  word  is  called  in  and  of  the  same  blood  with  the  chief- 
Irish  "  Breithemh,"  (brehav ;)  it  makes  tain.  The  O'Callanans  were  the  most 
"Breithemhain,"  (Brehavwin  and  Bre-  distinguished  medical  sept  among  the 
hooin,)  whence  comes  the  English  form  Desmond  clans,  and  it  is  remarkable, 
"  brchon."  Upon  this  order,  to  which  that,  even  to  the  present  day,  this  sept 
whole  septs  were  attached,  the  reader  has  never  been  known  to  be  without 
will  find  fuller  information,  when  our  having  physicians  amongst  its  members, 
author  comes  to  treat  of  them  more  es-  "  Ollamh  re  leighes  "  \cttave  re  lytn) 
pecially.  The  root  of  "  Breithemh  "  is  meant  medical  doctor,  among  the  Gaels, 
"breth"  (breh),  i.  e.  "a  judicial  sentence,"  •  The  Irish  had  two  kinds  of  harp» 
whence  also  come  "Breithemhnas,"  {bre-  one  of  which  they  called  "  clairsech" 
houmas,)  \.  e.  "judgment."  Numerous  (dawrshagKj  and  the  other  "crait" 
manuscript  compilations  of  the "  Breith-  (kryth).  The  former  is  supposed  to 
emhnas  "  or  Brenon  Law  still  exist  The  have  been  most  used  for  martial  strains, 
erudite  Dr.  O'Donovan,  and  his  learned  and  for  the  songs  of  triumph  and  of , 
colleague,  Mr.  Eugene  Curry,  are  now  joy,  the  latter  for  the  softer  lay  of  love 
said  to  be  preparing  a  translation  of  and  sadness.  The  man  who  performed 
these  laws,  to  be  published  by  the  Irish  upon  the  latter  instrument  was  called 
Archaeological  Society.  "  cruitiri  "  Urythveh),  whilst  the  plav- 

M  A  physician    is  called   M  liagh  "  er  on  the  clairsech,  was  called  "  clair- 

(ItfaA)  in  Irish,  and  the  healing  art  was  seoir  "  (daarskvrt).    Oirfidech  (oer-fet~ 

thence  named  "  leighes "  (lyas).   There  dagh),  was   the   general  name   for  a 

are  many  tracts  upon  the  medical  art,  musical  performer,  in  Gaelic  ;  his  art 

still  extant  in  Gaelic  manuscript.    Di-  was  called  "  oirfides"  and  M  oirfidecht" 

ancecht  (diean-kaight)  was  the  Irish  god  (oer-fce-daght)  ;  ceol  {ke-oleY  was  the 

iEsculapius  or  god  of  physic.    Each  general  name  of  music.    There  were 

great  tribe  had  its  particular  sept  of  "Ollamhs  ré  ceol,"  i.  c.  "Doctors  of 

physicians,generally  of  noble  extraction,  Music,0  as  well  as  the  "Ollamhs  ré 
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asserts,  that  they  know  nothing  of  nrusic.  But,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  he  was  himself  no  judge  of  any  music70  at  all. 
Certainly,  he  could  be  no  judge  of  tins  our  Gaelic  music  of  Eri,  for 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  rules  that  appertain  to  it.  One  would 
think  that  this  Stanihurst  never  considered,  that  Ireland  was  a 
region  apart,  forming,  as  it  were,  a  little  world  in  itself,  and  that 
the  nobles  and  ollamhs,  or  learned  professors,  that  dwelt  in  it  of 
old,  had  instituted  systems  of  jurisprudence,  physic,  poetry,  and 
music,  which  were  peculiar  to  themselves,  ana  that  these  systems 
were  governed  bv  certain  special  rules  of  their  own,  which  have 
always  continued,  to  be  observed  in  this  land ;  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  very  bad  taste  in  the  man  to  give  utterance 
to  the  rash  judgment  above  cited,  and  so  presumptuously  con- 
demn the  Irish  music.  I  wonder  much  that  he  nad  not  read 
the  nineteenth  chapter  of  Cambrensis,  in  which  he  so  praises  the 
music  of  the  Irish — but,  perhaps,  he  wished  to  outdo  even  Cam- 


Lefrhes,"  above  mentioned.    The  "  01-  Wales, '  divers  cunning  musicians,  who 

kmh  ré  Filidheoht "   (filleeaght)  was  devised  in  manner  all  the  instrumental 

tiie  "  Doctor  of  Poetry;"  the  Doctor  music  upon  the  harp  and  crowth  that 

of  law  was  styled  "  Ollamh  ré  Dllghe"  is  there  used,  and  made  laws  of  minstrel- 

(dlee),  and  the  Doctor  of  History  was  sy  to  retain  the  musicians  in  due  order' 

called  "  Ollamh  ré  Senchas."  Thus  it  appears  that  the  famous  Welsh 

"Music   In  poesy,  history  and  music,  bards  were  indebted  for  their  knowl- 

which  were  closely  allied  amongst  our  an-  edge  of  the  harp  chiefly  to  the  Irish. 

cestors,  the  most  distinguished  amongst  The  Irish  in  former  ages  were  the  most 

the  professor  castes  were,  in  Ulster,  the  famous  harpers  in  Europe,  and  contin- 

O'Cleries,  the  Mac  an  Bhairds  foard),  or  ued  eminent  in  the  art  down  to  modern 

Wards,  the  MacConways,  the  O'Gnives,  times."    Turlough  O'Carrolan,  our  last 

the    O'Slevins,      O'Husseys,     O'Don-  very  eminent  harper  and  composer,  died 

nellies,  O'Dalies,  O'Mulligans,  O'Farrel-  in  the  year  1738.     There  were  many 

lies  and  O'Curneens ;  in  Connaught  and  other  eminent  bards,  harpers  and  musical 

Meath,  the  O'Maelconaries,  Mulconrics,  composers  in  Ireland  in  the  eighteenth 

or  Conries,  the  MacFirbisses,  the  O'Dui-  century,  as  Cormac  Comman,  Thomas 

genans,  the  O'Dugans,  the  O'Higgins,  O'Connellan.  and  his  brother  William. 

and    O'Coffbes.     The    O'Dunns    and  Roger  and  Echlin  O'Kane,  Cahir  Mac- 

KacKeoghs,  were  the  chief  bards  of  Cabe,  Miles  O'Kelly,  Charles  Fanning, 

Leinster  ;    the  MacGraths,  the   ODi-  Edward  MacDermod  Roe,  Hugh  O'Hig- 

rieens,  the    MacBruodins  or  Brodies,  gin,  Patrick  Kerr,  Patrick  Moyne,  and 

the  MacCurtins,  and  MacGowans,  and  others,  all  in  Ulster  and  Connaught. — 

aome  of  the    O'Keefes,  in    Munstcr.  In  Meath  and  Leinster,  Cruise,  O'Car- 

The  O'Dalies  were  found  distinguished  roll,  Murphy  and   Empson,   were  dis- 

as  poets  in  all  parts  of  Ireland.    "  In  tinguished    harpers.      Interesting    ac- 

music  the  ancient  Irish  were    highly  counts  of  the  Irish  minstrels  and  bards 

celebrated.    It  is  stated  in  the  Chroni-  are  given  in  the  works  of  Walker  (Irish 

cle  of  Ilanmer,  p.  197,  that  in  the  latter  bards ),  Beauford,   Miss  Brooke,  Led- 

end  of   the   eleventh    century,   about  witch,  Bunting  Hardiman's  Irish  Min- 

i-  D  1098,  Griffith  ap  Conan,  Prince  strelsy,  (a  work  no  reading  Irishman 

of  Wales,  who  had  resided  a  long  time  should  be  without. — Ed.)    Notes  to  Con- 

in  Ireland,  brought  over  with  him,  to  nellan's  Tour  Masters. 
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breusis  in  misrepresenting  and  calumniating  everything  Irish. 
For  there  is  nothing  for  which  the  latter  writer  so  commends  the 
Irish  people,  as  for  the  Gaelic  music;  in  the  chapter,  just  re* 
ferred  to,  he  says ;  "  In  their  musical  instruments"  alone  do  I 
find  any  laudable  industry  amongst  this  people ;  in  these  they 
are  incomparably  skilful,  beyond  all  other  nations." 

Here  follows  the  description,  which  he  gives  in  the  same 
chapter,  while  praising  the  Gaelic  music. 

"Its  melody,"  says  he,  "is  filled  up  and  its  harmony  is  pro- 
duced by  a  rapidity  so  sweet,  by  so  unequal  a  parity  of  sound, 
and  by  so  discordant  a  concord.  a  From  this  testimony  alone, 
forced  from  the  hostile  Cambrensis,  we  might  conclude  that  it 
was  grossly  untrue  of  Stanihurst,  to  assert  that  there  was  no  har- 
mony in  tne  Irish  music.  Neither  is  he  to  be  believed,  when  he 
states,  that  the  Irish  musicians  were  nearly  all  blind  men ;  for,  it 
is  well  known  that  there  were  more  musicians  in  Ireland  who 
had  their  sight  than  were  blind,  at  the  time  when  he  was  writing 
his  history ;  so  it  has  been  ever  since,  and  so  it  is  at  present,  as  all 
our  cotemporaries  can  bear  witness. 

The  reader  must  remember,  that,  when  writing  his  history  of 
Ireland,  Stanihurst  was  laboring  under  three  great  defects,  that 
should  forever  disentitle  him  to  the  respect  due  to  a  competent 
historian.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  too  young  to  have  haa  time 
to  examine  the  antiquities  of  the  country,  of  which  he  wrote. 
Secondly,  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  language,  in  which  the 
records  and  ancient  traditions  of  that  country  and  its  inhabitants 
were  preserved ;  so  that  it  was  not  possible  that  he  could  have 
known  anything  of  the  former  condition  of  Ireland.  The  third 
defect  he  labored  under,  was  his  sordid  ambition ;  he  was  inspired 
by  the  hope  of  obtaining  preferment  from  those  who  had  suborned 
him  to  malign  the  Irish  nation  in  his  writings.  His  writings  on 
this  subject  are  also  unworthy  of  credit,  from  the  fact  that,  after- 
wards, when  he  was  about  becoming  a  priest,  he  had  himself 
Eromised  a  recantation  of  all  the  malignant  falsehoods  which  he 
ad  written  about  this  country,  which  recantation  is,  as  I  can 
learn,  now  printed  and  published  in  Ireland.73 

Stanihurst  tells  us  also  that  the  Irish,  when  engaged  in  battle, 
or  in  any  hostile  encounter,  used  to  cry  out  Pharo,  Pkaro*4  in  a 

"  In  musicis  solum  instrument»  com-  n  From  this  remark,  one  might  think 

mendabilem  invenio  gentis  istius  dili-  Dr.  Keating  was  not  himself  in  Ireland 

gentiam,  in  quibus  pre  omni  nation©  when  writing  his  preface.    The  editor 

quam  vidimus  in  comparabiliter  est  in-  does  not  know,  whether  the  recantation 

structa.  here  mentioned  has  been  ever  published. 

19  Tarn  suavi  vdocitate,  tarn  dispari  "  Pharo.  The  Irish  war-cry  "fiurrah," 

paritatc,  tarn  discordi  conoordia,  con-  may  either  be  the  Gaelic  equivalent  for 

sona  redditur  et  completur  melodia.  the  Saxon  M  hurrah/'  or  as  Dr.  Keating 
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loud  voice.  This  word,  which  he  calls  Pfiaro,  he  would  derive 
from  "  Pharaoh,"  the  name  of  the  ancient  Egyptian  kings.  But 
the  fact  is  not  so ;  the  cry  is  "Faire  O"  (Farr'o)  and  it  means  beware, 
thus  telling  the  other  parties  to  defend  themselves,  if  they  can; 
just  so,  the  Frenchman  says  gardez,  gardez,  which  means  the  same 
thing  when  he  sees  his  neighbor  in  danger. 

Doctor  Hanmer75  hands  down  in  his  chronicle  that  Bartholinus 
•was  the  leader  of  the  Gaels  on  their  arrival  in  Ireland ;  by  this 
[Bartholinus,  he,  of  course,  means  Partholan.  But,  according  to 
the  history  of  Ireland,  there  were  more  than  seven  hundred 
Tears  between  the  coming  of  Partholan  to  Ireland  and  the 
invasion  of  the  sons  of  Miledh  (i.  e.  the  Gaels).  For, 
JPartholan  landed  in  Ireland  about  three  hundred  years  after 
the  Deluge,  and  it  was  one  thousand  and  eighty  years  after  the 
deluge  when  the  sons  of  Miledh  arrived  therein.  In  this  mat* 
',  according  to  the  opinion  of  Camden,  more  credence  is  to  be 

iven  to  the  ancient  traditions  of  Ireland  than  to  any  conjecture 

of  Hanmer.  The  learned  Camden  speaks  thus  upon  the  sub- 
ject :  "  Ancient76  tradition  must  be  respected  in  all  such  matters ;" 
g&id  truly,  if  we  are  to  pay  respect  to  any  historic  tradition  on  ac- 
oount  of  its  antiquity,  then  is  the  history  of  Ireland  worthy  of 
-fcbe  most  special  respect."  On  this  subject  Camden  again  soys,  in 
IdJB  Britannia  Camdeni,  when  referring  to  Ireland,77  "  This  island 
W&s  not  undeservedly  called  "  Ogygia"  or  "  the  most  ancient"  by 
nutarch.78  The  reason  he  assigns  for  this  opinion  is  because 
they"7*  (that  is  the  Irish)  "  deduce  their  history  from  memorials 


*4 


here  suggests,  it  may  have  meant  "  gar-  chronicle  in  Drogheda,  in  1571.     It 

«fez "  or  "  beware."    "  Aboo,"  a  word  was  addressed  to  Robert  Dudley,  Earl 

which  the  Editor  thinks  formed  upon  of  Leicester. 

"  bnadh  "  ( booa ),  i.  e.  "  victory,"  was  w  In  his  detur  sua  antiquitc  venia. 

•oother  war-cry  of  the  Irish,  thus  the  "  Non  immerito  hocc  insula  Ogygia, 

O'Neill's  had  their  "  Lamh  denr.  abu  "  id  est,  perantiqua  a  Plutarcho  dicta 

(Jaot?  darg  aboo),  i.  e.  Red  hand  aboo  :  fait 

**  O'Brien's  "  Lamh  laider   (Laudir)  '•  A  profundissima  enim  antiquitatis 

a"a."  i.  e.  Strong  hand  aboo.  memoria,  historias    suas  auspicantur, 

The  Anglo-Irish  Normans  adopted  adeo  ut  prre  illis  omnis  omnium  gentium 

the  cry  "  abu,"  with  other  Celticisms ;  antiquitas  sit  novitas  ant  quodara  modo 

was  the  cry  of  the  great  Earls  of  Des-  infautia. 

mond  was  "  Crora  aboo,"  from  their  n  Plutarch  was  a  native  of  Chaer- 

pAstle  of  Crom,  in  the  County  of  Limcr-  onea,  a  city  of  Bcotia,  in  Greece,  and 

1C*  5  that  of  the  Earls  of  Kildare  was  born   of   a    respectable   family.     He 

"Shanet  aboo,"  from  their  castle  of  flourished  in  the  reign  of  the  Roman 

Shanet ;  the  Ormonds  shouted  Butleir-  Emperor  Trajan,  by  whom    he    was 

*h  (Butlauragh)   aboo,  and  the  Do  made  Consul  and   Governor  of  Illyr- 

ftjrgoa,  or  Burkes,  of  Connaught, "  Gall  icum.     Plutarch  was  distinguished  as 

Kabhach  (Gaul  Reevagk)  aboo,"  i.  e.  a   philosopher,   as   well   as   a   writer. 

tfe  tt  Grey  Stranger  aboo."  The  greatest  and  most  esteemed  of  his 

tt  Dr.  Mcredeth  Hanmer  wrote  his  works,  are  his  "  lives  of  Ilrastrioi» 
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derived  from  the  most  profound  depths  of  remote  antiquity ;  so 
that,  compired  with  that  of  Irelana,  the  antiquities  of  all  "other 
nations  is  but  novelty,  and  their  history  is  but  a  kind  of  infancy." 
From  this  learned  authority  also,  it  may  be  judged  how  much 
more  the  ancient  records  of  Ireland  are  to  be  relied  on  than  Doc* 
tor  Hanmer,  who  never  even  saw  them. 

The  same  author  (Hanmer)  again  asserts  that  a  king  of  Loch- 
lainn,80  i.  e.  Denmark,  was  the  sovereign  of  Ireland  at  the  time  of 
the  birth  of  Christ  But  for  such  an  assertion  he  had  not  the 
slightest  foundation ;  for,  the  ancient  records  tell  us  that  Christ 
was  born  during  the  reign  of  the  monarch  Crimthann  Niadh- 
Nair.81  It  is  somewhat  astonishing  that  a  man  like  Hanmer,  an 
English  Saxon,  who  had  never  seen,  and  who,  if  he  had,  could 
not  comprehend  the  ancient  writings  of  our  country,  should  pre- 
tend to  know  what  king  ruled  it  at  the  time  of  the  Saviour's  birth, 
when  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  name  even  the  king  that  ruled 
Great  Britain  itself  at  that  epoch.  For,  Samuel  Daniel,  Gildas, 
Eider,  Nennius,88  and  many  old  British  authors,  who  have  written 
the  history  of  their  countiy,  confess  that  they  possess  but  very 
scattered  fragments  of  the  ancient  history  of  Great  Britain,  be- 
cause, say  they,  the  Romans  and  the  Saxons  carried  off  and  de- 
stroyed their  old  traditional  writings ;  thus,  there  now  remains  to 
them  nothing  but  surmise  and  conjecture,  concerning  the  more 
ancient  transactions  of  the  Britons.  This  gave  occasion  even  to 
the  learned  Camden  to  remark,  that  he  knew  not  the  period,  at 
which  the  Picts  settled  in  North- Britain,  and  that  he  did  not  even 
know  whence  the  British  island  had  received  the  name  Britannia: 


Men"  which  are  distinguished  for  the  lie,  a  tendency  to  make  a  nominative 
wonderful  Bkill  and  impartiality  with  of  the  dative  of  some  feminine  nouns, 
which  he  depicts  his  heroes.  Plutarch  thus,  "  Tigh,"  the  dative  of  "  Tech,"  a 
died  A.D.  140.  house,  is  now  used  as  nominative.  He 
*  Lochlainn  (Lochlin)  was  the  Gaelic  thinks,  that  it  is  owing  to  a  like  ten- 
name  for  all  those  countries  called  in-  dencythat  Lochlainn,  and  also  Bretain, 
discriminately  Scandinavia,  that  is,  for  i*  e.  Britain,  and  a  few  other  local  ap- 
Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Fin-  Delations,  differ,  in  their  nominatives, 
land,  &c.  If  the  word  were  pure  irom  words  with  which  they  agree  in 
Gaelic,  it  should  mean  the  "  Country  all  their  other  cases, 
of  Lakes."  The  name  appears  older  •'  Crimthann  Ahadh-Nair,  is  pro- 
than  the  Gothic  occupation  of  these  nounced  Criffann  Neeah-noir. 
countries,  and  resembles  those  names  w  Nennitu  was  an  ancient  British 
given  by  the  Tuatha  De  Dananns  to  writer,  who  wrote  the  history  of  hie 
toe  British  and  adjacent  isles.  Its  no-  nation  in  Latin.  He  lived  about  Hie 
minative is  "Lochlainn"  (Lochlin), and  fifth  century.  An  old  translation  of 
its  genitive  Lochlann.  To  correspond  his  work  into  Irish  has  been  recently 
exactly  with  "Eri"  and"  Alba"  (Ireland  published,  with  the  original,  by  the 
and  Scotland)  &c,  in  declension,  its  Irish  Archeological  Society.  Dr.  Kent» 
nominative  should  be  "  Lochia."  But  ing  had  most  probably  a  copy  of  this 
tbe  editor  has  observed,  in  modern  Gae»  translation  by  him, 
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hence  he  is  forced  to  give  us  his  conjecture  like  other  less  learned 
writers.  Now,  many  of  the  ancient  transactions  of  his  own  coun- 
try being  thus  uncertain  and  obscure  to  so  learned  a  man,  it  is 
little  wonder  that  they  should  be  still  more  so  to  Hanmer,  who 
must  consequently  have  been  in  still  greater  ignorance  of  the 
ancient  affairs  of  Ireland ;  wherefore,  his  authority  is  not  to  be 
credited,  when  he  asserts  that  Ireland  was  ruled  by  a  king  of  Den- 
mark at  the  time  of  Christ's  birth. 
He  asserts,  also,  that  St.  Patrick,88  the  Apostle  of  Ireland,  was 


"  For  information  upon  St  Patrick,  Lanigan  considers  it  was  not  established 

the  reader  is  referred  to  the  body  of  till  the  eleventh  or  twelfty  century.  St 

this  history,  and  the  notes  thereon.    I  Patrick's  Purgatory  became  famous  88 

here  transcribe  a  description  of  Pat-  a  place  of  pilgrimage,  and  in  former 

rick's  Purgatory  and  Loch  Derg,  where  ages  was  resorted  to  by  vast  numbers 

it  is  situated,  from  Mr.  Owen   Connel-  of  pilgrims,  not  only  from  all  parts  of 

la's  notes  to  his  translation  of  the  Four  Ireland  and  Britain,  but  even  from  the 

Masters.  continent    It  is  recorded  in  Rymer'a 

"The  lake  called  Lough  Derg  is  situ-  Fcedera,  that  in  1358,  King  Edward 

ated  in  Donegal,  on  the  borders  of  Fer-  III.  granted  to  Malatesta  Ungarus,  a 

managh  and  Tyrone,  in  the  parish  of  Hungarian  knight,  and  to  Nicholas  de 

Templecarne,  sometimes  called  Termon-  Beccario,  a  nobleman  of  Ferrara,  in 

magrath,  part  of  which  forms  the  parish  Italy,  a  safe  conduct  through  England, 

of  Pettigo,  in  the  diocese  of  Clogher.  to  visit  St  Patrick's  Purgatory ;  and 

The  lake  is  very  large  and  beautiful,  in  1397,  King  Richard  II.  granted  a 

and  contains  many  fine  islands.    This  like  conduct  to  Raymond,  Viscount  de 

lake  was  anciently  called  Fionn  Loch,  Perilleux,  knight  of  Rhodes,  with  a 

that  is,  the  Fair  or  White  Lake ;  but  it  train  of  twenty  men  and  thirty  horses, 

got  the  name  Loch  Dearg,  or  the  Red  The  monastery  of  Termondaoeog,  at 

Lake,  from  a  monster  said  to  have  been  Lough  Derg,  was  subject  to  the  great 

slain  there  by  St.  Patrick,  the  blood  of  abbey  of  Armagh,  and  was  dedicated 

which  tinged  the  lake  of  a  red  color,  to  SS.  Peter  and  Paul ;   three  great 

In  the   latter  end  of    the  fifth   cen-  festivals   were   annually   held   at   the 

tury,  about    A.D.    490,  St.    Dabeoc  abbey,  on  the  1st  of  January,  the  24th 

founded  a  monastery  on  an  island  in  of  July,  and  the  16th  of  December,  in 

Lough  Derg,  and  it  became  a  priory  of  honor  of  the  patron  and  founder,  St. 

Augustinian  monks.    The  island  was  Dabeoc,  who  is  buried  there.      The 

called,  in  after  times,  St.  Fintan's  island,  abbey  continued  to  be  of  great  note  to 

from  Fintan  Munnu,  a  celebrated  saint  the  seventeenth  century,  but  in  A.D. 

in  the  seventh  century,  who  was  of  the  1632,  by  order  of  the  lords  justices,  Sir 

race  of  the  Connallians,  of  Tirconnell.  Adam  Loftus,  Viscount  of  Ely,  and 

On  the  island  was  formed  a  cave  or  cell,  Richard  Royle,  Earl  of  Cork,  the  abbey 

called  St.  Patrick's  Purgatory,  which  and  other  buildings  on  the  island  of 

became  celebrated  as  a  place  of  penance  Lough  Derg,  were  demolished,  and  the 

and  pilgrimage.    Various  accounts  are  friare  expelled,  by  Sir  James  Balfour 

given  as  to  the  time  this  place,  called  and  Sir  William  Stuart,  who  were  de- 

the  Purgatory,  was  founded.      Some  puted  for  that  purpose.    Some  ruins  of 

ascribe   its  institution  to  St.  Patrick  the  old  abbey  still  remain,  ami  it  still  con- 

himsclf,   in   the  fifth    century ;    while  tinues  as  a  place  of  pilgrimage,  but  in 

others  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  first  modern  times  the  place  of  performing 

instituted  in  the  ninth  century,  about  penance  has  been  removed  from  Saint's 

A.D.  850,  by  a  monk  named  Patrick,  Island,  to  another  near  it  called  Statin 

one  of  the  priors  of  the  island;  but  Island.    Lough  Derg,  to  the  present 
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not  the  first  who  planted  the  Catholic  faith  in  Ireland,  and  that 
it  was  not  he  that  discovered  Patrick's  cave  in  the  island,  where 
his  Purgatory  is  situated ;  for,  he  says  that  it  was  another  Pat- 
rick, an  abbot,  who  lived  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  850.  But  there 
is  no  truth  in  what  he  says  on  the  subject,  as  may  be  proved 
from  St.  Caesarius,  who  lived  about  six  hundred  years  after  Christ, 
and,  consequently,  two  centuries  and  a  half  before  that  second 
Patrick  lived  in  this  country.  This  holy  writer  says,  in  the 
thirty-eighth  chapter  of  his  twelfth  book,  entitled  Liber  Dialogo- 
rum,  H  "Let  whomsoever  has  any  doubt  of  purgatory  go  to  Scotia, 
and  enter  the  Purgatory  of  St.  Patrick,  and,  thenceforth,  he  will 
no  longer  question  the  pains  of  purgatory."  From  this  quota- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  St.  Patrick  s  Purgatory  was  not  originally 

day,  is  visited  by  vast  numbers  of  pil-  perary.    Many  of  the  Irish  kings  and 

gnms.    The  time  of  performing  the  pen-  princes  are  recorded  to  hare  gone  on 

ance  is  from  the  1st  of  June  to  the  15th  pilgrimages  to  the  abbey  founded  by 

of  August    The  chieftains  of  the  an-  their  countryman,  St.  Columbkille,  at 

dent  Irish,  amidst  all  their  fierce  feuds  Iona,  in  the  Hebrides."   The  "patrons," 

amongst   themselves,  and    their   san-  which  are  still  kept  up,  in  memory  of 

guinary  conflicts  of  centuries  with  for-  their  ancient  local  saints,  by  the  peas- 

eign  foes,  were  still  a  religious  race,  and  antry  of  certain  Irish  parishes,  are  rem- 

imbued  with  a  great  love  of  literature ;  nants  of  this  pious  custom  of  our  an- 

and  their  kings,   princes,  and  chiefs  cestors.    They  are  now,  however,  bat 

founded  and  amply  endowed  a  vast  little  frequented ;  for,  during  the  perae- 

numbar  of  ecclesiastical  and  literary  cution  of  the  Irish  church,  their  ceJe- 

establishments,  abbeys,    colleges,  and  bration  could  no  longer  be,  with  safety, 

great  schools;  as  those  of  Armagh,  superintended  by  the  people's  clergy. 

Downpatrick,  Bangor,  Derry,  Donegal,  They,  thence,  became  scenes  of  much 

Ologher,   Clones,    Devenish,    Fenagh,  disorder,  and  fell  into  disuse,  having 

Boyle,  Cong,  Mayo,  Clonfert,  Louth,  been,  in  many  instances,  discouraged  by 

Monasterboyce,  Mellifont,  Slane,  Kells,  the  priesthood.    But  few  attend  them 

Ardbraccan,  Trim,  Clonard,  Clonmao-  now,  for  devotion's  sake.    In  some  n> 

nois,  Rahan,  Fore,  Kildare,  Clonenagh,  stances  they  have  even  been  turned  into 

Tallaght,  Glendalough,  Leighlin,  Ferns,  fairs  for  the  purpose  of  worldly  traffic 

Lismore,  Cashel,  Holycross,  Ross,  Ros-  by  the  Mammon-worshippers  that  now 

crea,  Iniscathay,  Aran  of  the  Saints,  own  the  soil  of  the  Isle  of  Saints, 

and  others.    Of  these  famous  seats  of  A  modern  Irish  "  patron  "  can  then  (jive 

piety  and  learning  amongst  the  ancient  no  picture  of  what  these  celebrations 

Irish,  many  venerable  ruins  still  remain,  were  in  olden  days,  when  the  clergy  of 

but  of  many  more,  even  their  very  ruins  the  parish  presided  thereat,  and  when 

have  disappeared,  destroyed  by  the  hand  the  patriarch-chief  of  the  district  kept 

of  time,  or  the  still  more  destructive  the  evil-disposed  within  the  bounds  of 

violence  of  fanaticism  and  war.    The  decorum.    For  some  likeness  of  them, 

most  celebrated  places  of  pilgrimage  in  one  must  have  recourse  to  those  orderly 

Ireland  were  Lough  Derg,  Armagh,  and  decorous  fites  that  are  still  held  in 

Downpatrick,  and  Derry  Columbkille,  Catholic  countries  on  the  European 

in  Ulster ;  Croagh  Patrick  mountain,  continent,  on  the  festival  days  of  the 

in  Mayo ;  Aran  of  the  Saints,  off  the  saints. 

coast  of  Gal  way  ;  the  seven  churches  M  Qui  de  purpatorio  dubitat  Scotiam 

of  St  Kiaran,  at  Clonmacnois,  and  of  pergat,  et  amphus  de  pesnis  purgatorii 

St  Kevin,  at  Glendalough ;  Kildare,  non  dubitabit 
of  8t  Bridget,  and  Holycross,  in  Tip- 


DR.   EIATINO'S  PBETACB.  xIy 

discovered  or  invented  by  the  Patrick  of  whom  Hanmer  speaks, 
but  that  it  was  instituted  by  St.  Patrick,  the  Apostle.  For,  how 
could  the  second  Patrick  possibly  have  discovered  or  invented 
it,  when  we  find  it  spoken  of  by  St.  Csesarius,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  before  that  second  Patrick  flourished  ?  Besides,  both 
our  ancient  records  and  our  oral  traditions  aver  that  the  purga- 
tory was  originally  instituted  by  St  Patrick,  the  Apostle  of 
Ireland.  From  these  testimonies,  it  appears  clearly  that  Hanmer 
has  himself  invented  the  above  malignant  falsehood,  hoping 
thereby  to  lessen  the  respect  which  the  Irish  entertain  for  the 
cave  of  the  Purgatory. 

This  man  makes  another  unfounded  assertion  in  his  twenty-fourth 
page,  where  he  states  that  Finn  *MacComhail  was  descended 

*  Finn  MacComhail—ThiB  was  less  an-  "  This  celebrated  warrior,  who  had 
dacious  than  the  unscrupulous  attempt,  two  errand  residences  in  Leinster,  one  at 
made  by  MacPherson  and  the  Scotch  Almheim,  now  the  hill  of  Allen,  in  the 
writers  of  his  day,  to  rob  Ireland  of  this  county  of  Kildare,  and  the  other  at 
hero.    The  mind  of  Ireland  then  lay  so  Magh  Ellé,  now  Morelly,  in  the  King's 
prostrate,  that  the  arch  impostor  never  County,  was  son-in-law  of  King  Cor* 
contemplated  the  publication  of  any  mac,  and  General  of  his  standing  army, 
original  Irish  documents,  that  would  which,  as  Pinkerton  remarks,  seems  to 
make  patent  his  base  theft  As  nobody  have  been  in  imitation  of  the  Roman 
now  believes  in  the  imposition,  but  per-  Legions.    The  words  of  this  critical 
soos  that  do  not  read  books,  I  shall  not  writer  are  worth  quoting  here : 
-waste  space  in  confuting  it  here,  but  refer  " '  He  seems/  says  he, '  to  have  been 
the  reader  to  the  simple  history  of  that  a  man  of  great  talents  for  the  age,  and 
chieftain  and  his  army,  found  in  the  fol-  of  celebrity  in  arms.    His  formation  of 
lowing  pages — a  history  which,  notwith-  a  regular  standing  army,  trained  to  war, 
standing  some  exaggerations  of  detail,  in  which  all  the  Irish  accounts  agree, 
every  successive  inquiry.on  the  subject,  seems  to  have  a  rude  imitation  of  the 
as  well  as  every  ancient  document  that  Roman  legion  in  Britain.    The  idea, 
iuas  been  brought  to  light  from  time  to  though  simple  enough,  shows  prudence  ; 
time,  has  proved   to  be  substantially  for  such  a  force  alone  could  have  coped 
correct    I  here  subjoin  the  following  with  the  Romans,  had  they  invaded  Ire- 
qootation  from  the  greatest  and  most  land.     But  this    machine,   which  sur- 
learned  Irish  antiquarian  of  modern,  or,  prised  a  rude  age,  aud  seems  the  basis 
j>orhaps,  of  ancient  times  :    "  This  is  of  all  Finn's  fame,  like  some  other  great 
t£*e  celebrated    champion  called  Fin-  schemes,  only  lived  with  its  author,  and 
g^sfcl  by  MacPherson,  and  Fin  Ma  Cum-  expired  soon  after  him.' — Inquiry  into 
bail  by  the  Irish,  of  whom  Mr.  Moore  the  History  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii.,  p.  77. 
has  the  following  remarks  in  his  Ilis-  "  The   bands  of    Kerns  and  Gallo- 
tory  of   Ireland  :    *  It  has   been    the  glasses,  supported  by  the  Irish  chief- 
fate  of  this  popular  hero,  after  a  long  tains  of  later  ages,  may  have  been  imi- 
course  of   traditional    renown   in   his  tations  of  these  more  primitive  Fians, 
country,  where  his  name  still  lives,  not  who  are  still  so  vividly  remembered, 
only  in  legends  and  songs,  but  yet  in  the  while  the  Kerns  and   Galloprlasses  are 
most   indelible   of   scenery  connected  nearly    forgotten." — Dr.    O' Donovan's 
^th  hi3  memory,  to  have  been  all  at  Notes  to  his  Translation  of  the  Annals  of 
°^ce transferred,  by  adoption,  to  another  the  Four  Masters. 
country  (Scotland),  and  start  under  a 
flew  bit  talse  shape,  in  a  fresh  career  of 
fame,' 


Xlvi  DR.  K^ATINQ'S  PREFACE. 

from  the  Scandinavians,  of  Dania  or  Denmark ;  but  this  again  is 
altogether  false,  for  the  Irish  annals  explicitly  tell  us,  that  he  is 
descended  from  Nuadath  or  Nuadh  Nect,  king  of  Leinster,  and 
Of  the  royal  line  of  Erimon,  son  of  Miledh:  He  further  asserts, 
that  the  person,  whom  some  authors  call  Gilla-Mara,  was  son  of 
the  king  of  Thomond,  but  it  is  enough  for  our  purpose,  that  we 
have  already  oonfuted  this  falsehood.  It  was  through  ridicule,  I 
suppose,  that  Hanmer  gave  down  the  battle  of  Finn-Traigh  or 
Ventry,  malevolently  insinuating  a  traitorous  calumny  against 
our  antiquaries,  and  hoping  thereby  to  persuade  his  readers,  that 
the  historic  records  of  Ireland  are  unworthy  of  credit,  as  being 
all  of  the  same  character  as  the  battle  of  Ventry.  Yet,  it  is  well 
Understood,  that  our  historians  never  considered  the  tale  called 
the  *Cath  Finn-Tragha,  or  the  Battle  of  Ventry,  as  a  true  narration, 
but  they  positively  held  it  to  be  a  fabulous  romance,  or  Fenian 
tale,  which  had  been  composed  merely  for  amusement  I  give 
the  same  reply  to  everything  which  he  has  related  concerning 
the  Fiann.87  It  is  untrue  of  him,  also,  to  say  that  Slangi,  son 
of  Déla,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirty  years ;  for,  ac- 
cording to  our  historic  accounts,  he  reigned  but  one  single  year. 
It  is  in  like  manner  untrue  of  him,  to  assert  that  the  Archbishop^8 
of  Canterbury  exercised  a  jurisdiction  over  the  clergy  of  Ireland, 
from  the  time  of  St  Augustine89  downwards.     For,  it  is  also 

M  The  "  Cath  Finn-Tragha"  (oak-  nee),  i.  e.  a  Fenian  warrior,  may  then 

finn-traw),  or  Battle  of  Ventry,  is  a  be  synonymous  with  the  more  common 

bombastic  and  totally  ridiculous  tale,  term  "  Fiadhaidhe "   (Feeaghuee),  the 

that  is  never  referred  to  by  any  of  our  Latin   "  venator,"    or    the    German 

Shanachies.    It  seems  intended  for  a  "jager,"  and  have  no  relationship  at  all 

sort  of  nursery  tale.  with  the  word  Phoenician. 

"  Fiann  [Ftean).    The  army,  or  rath-  M  The  reader  will  find  this  subject 

er,  the  military  order  of  which  Finn  treated  of  more  fully  in  the  sequel, 

was  the  chieftain,  was  called  the  "Fiann  M  St  Augustine,  or  Austin,  is  the 

of  Kri."   He  was  styled  "  Flaith  Feinne  Apostle  of  the  English.    By  English 

na  Sluagh"  (Flak-Fayni  na  Sloo),  i.  e.  we    most,    however,    understand    the 

Prince  of  the  Fiann  of  Hosts.    Some  Anglo-Saxons,  for  the   Britons  were 

think   the   word  Fiann    comes   from  Christians  long  before  his  time.    St. 

"  Phoenician."   It  possibly  may.    It  is,  Augustine  flourished  about  the  dose  of 

however,  just  as  likely  to  come  from  the  6th  century.    He  was  originally  a 


the  same  origin   with  Fadhach   (pr.  monk  at  Rome     Pope  Gregory  I.  m 

Feeagh}   i.  e.  a  hunt,  and  to  mean  an  him,  with  forty  of  his  confraternity,  te 

order  or  hunters.     Thus  the  name  of  a  convert  the  English.    Their  exertions 

member  of  that  modern  German  light  were   crowned  with  success,  and  St 

cavalry  corps,  "  Jager.'*  means  hunter.  Augustine  became  the  first  Archbishop 

The  "  Fianna,"  (pr.  Feeanna,)  seem  to  of  Canterbury.    He  must  not  be  eoa» 

have  done  nothing  but  hunt  and  fight  founded  with   the   great  writer  and 

From  some  of  the  Fenian  tales  and  poems  father  of  the  Church,  the  African  St 

one  might  imagine  that  they  monopo-  Augustine,  who  lived  in  the  end  of  the 

liiedail  the  game  as  well  as  all  the  fcrW  4th  and  beginning  of  the  6th  ceataritft 
ing  of  Kri  in  their  day.  Feinnidhe  (Fay* 
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dearly  proved,  by  Irish  history,  that  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury never  exercised  any  such  jurisdiction,  until  the  days  of 
William  the  Conqueror;  and,  even  then,  he  but  exercised  it 
over  the  clergy  of  Dublin,  Wexford,  Cork  and  limerick ;  and  it 
was  the  clergy  of  these  dioceses  themselves  that  gave  him  that 
jurisdiction,  through  affection  towards  the  Norman  French,  who 
were  descended  from  the  same  Scandinavian,  called  otherwise 
Norman  stock,  with  themselves;  they  were  also  prompted  to 
this  act  by  their  enmity  towards  the  Gaelic  race.    I  am,  how- 
ever, of  opinion,  that  this  jurisdiction  was  never  exercised  by 
more  than  three  Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  namely,  by  Bodolph, 
Lanfranc  and  Anselm.    Thus,  it  is  a  gross  misstatement,  on  the 
part  of  Hanmer,  to  say  that  the  clergy  of  Ireland  were  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  from  the  time  of 
the  monk  St  Augustine.    It  is  also  falsely  asserted  by  him,  that 
one  Murcadh  MacCochlain  (Murrogh  MacCoghlain)  was  king  of 
Ireland  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1166 ;  for  it  is  certain  that  Rode- 
rick O'Connor  was  the  person  in  possession  of  the  sovereignty 
of  Ireland  at  that  time,  which  was  but  four  years  anterior  to  the 
Bnglish  invasion.     He  says,  in  like  manner,  that  St.  Comgall,99 
the  abbot  of  Benchor  or  Bangor,  in  Ulster,  or  rather  in  Ulidia, 
^was  born  in  Great  Britain ;  but  this  is  not  the  truth,  for,  we  read 
in  the  life  of  that  saint,  that  he  was  born  in  Dalaradia,  in  the 
north  of  Ulidia91  or  Uladh,  and  that  he  was  descended  from  the 
Gaelic  tribe  called  the  Dál-Araidhe,  from  which  the  territory  of 
of  Dal-Araidhe  or  Dalaradia  had  received  its  name.     The  reason 
why  Hanmer  wished  to  make  Comgall  out  a  Briton,  was  because 
that  saint  was  the  founder  of  the  above-mentioned  monastery  of 
Bangor  in  Ulster,  which  was  the  mother  of  all  the  monasteries 
in  Europe,  and  because  he  had  founded  another  monastery,  called 
also  Bangor,  in  Britain,  near  Westchester.     If  Hanmer  could 
have  made  his  readers  believe  that  Comgall  was  a  Briton,  he 
would  either  have  made  the  great  fame  of  the  monastery  of 
Bangor,  in  Ulster,  contribute  to  the  glory  of  the  British,  from  the 
fact  of  Comgall's  being  their  countryman,  or  he  would  have  stolen 
fto  illustrious  distinction,  earned  by  the  Ulidian  Bangor,  and  given 
rt  altogether  to  the  British  monastery  that  bore  the  same  name. 

$.  Comgall  founded  his  monastery  sept  of  Araide,"  from  Fiacha  Araidhe, 

jjf  Bennchair,  or  Bangor,  in  the  present  King    of   all    Ulster,   in   A.D.    240. 

parony  of  Ards,  and  county  of  Down,  Magennis    or    MacvEugu&i   was  the 

in  the  year  554,  or,  according  to  Borne  surname  of   the  chief   family  of  the 

«rtries,  558.  Dal-Araidhe.    According  to  O'Dugan, 

"  Ulladh  (Ulla)  comprised  the  pros-  the  families  of  O'Uairbhith  and  O'h- 

^t  county  of  Down,  and  part  of  the  Ambhith,  now  O'Garvey  and  O'Han- 

JJjrcty  of  Antrim.    It  was  also  called  nafey  or  Hanvey,  held  the  chieftaincy  in 

Dakiraidhe  (Datd  Arree,)  i.  e.  "  the  more  early  times. 
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Hanmer  further  states,  that  the  saints,  Fnrsa,  Faelan  and  Ultan, 
were  illegitimate  sons  of  the  king  of  Leinster;  but,  according 
to  the  history  of  the  Irish  saints,  they  were  the  sons  of  Aedh 
Bennan,"  king  of  Munster.  It  is  so  with  all  the  other  lies,  which 
Hanmer  tells  in  writing  of  Ireland,  but  I  shall  cease  to  pursue 
them  any  further,  for  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  confute  them  all. 
A  writer,  named  John  Barclay,  makes  use  of  the  following 
remarks,  in  writing  upon  Ireland :  lt  They,"*  says  he,  speaking 
of  the  Irish,  "  erect  slight  cabins,  about  the  height  of  a  man, 
which  are  used  in  common  by  themselves  and  their  cattle."  From 
the  pains  this  man  takes  in  describing  the  huts  and  dwellings  of 
the  humbler  rustics,  and  the  more  worthless  of  the  rabble,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  he  may  be  not  unjustly  classed  with  the  vile 
beetle,  since  he  stoops  in  this  manner  to  give  a  description  of  the 
hovels  of  poor  and  wretched  creatures,  while  he  takes  no  trouble 
to  mention  or  describe  the  palace-like  and  princely  mansions  of 
the  earls  and  other  noblemen  of  Ireland.  I  also  deem,  that  no 
credit,  as  a  historian,  should  be  given  either  to  him  or  to  any 
other  person,  who  follows  his  footsteps  in  the  same  path.  Hence, 
I  altogether  reject  the  testimony  of  Phineas  Morison,*4  a  person 
who  has  given  a  ludicrous  description  of  Ireland ;  for,  notwith- 
standing his  fluent  style  and  his  command  of  the  English  tongue. 
I  think  that  it  was  not  possible  for  his  read v  pen  to  transcribe  all 
the  malignity  he  would  fain  express ;  for  this  reason,  I  deem  his 
calumnies  unworthy  of  any  confutation ;  for  the  historian,  who 
professes  to  give  a  true  account  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  country, 
ought  to  set  forth  their  good  qualities,  as  well  as  their  bad  ones. 
But  Morison  has  utterly  disregarded  this  rule,  which  every  his- 
torian should  observe  in  his  narratives.  Prompted  as  well  by 
the  wickedness  and  malevolence  of  his  own  heart,  as  by  the  sug- 
gestions and  commands  of  others,  who  entertained  the  same  evil 
dispositions  towards  Ireland,  he  has  completely  overlooked  those 
good  qualities  which  Irishmen  possess.  According  to  Polydorus^ 
in  his  first  book,  styled  "  De  Rerum  Inventoribus,  the  following 
canons  should  be  rigidly  observed  in  writing  any  history :  First, 
"  Not  to  dare  to  assert  anything  false  ;"  *  and,  secondly, 

"  Aedh  Bennan  was  the  founder  of  "  Fra^ilesdomoeadaltitudiDcrahom- 
thc  Eugenian  sept,  O'Mutrchertaigh,  inis  excitant  sibi  et  pecoribus  com- 
oow  spelled  as  pronounced,  O'Moriarty.  munee. 

Previous  to  the  English  invasion,  the  M  Particulars  of  the  hired  calumnitr 

O'Moriarties  were  seated  west  of  Sliabh  tors,  Barclay,  Morison  and  Campion, 

Luachra,  in  the  present  county  of  Ker-  would  but  fatigue  our  readers. 

ry.    This  king  died,  according  to  the  *  Nobody  could  have  abided  mora 

Four  Masters,  in  613.    For  particulars  closely  by  this  canon  than  Dr.  Keating 

of  the  Saints  of  this  tribe,  here  men-  himself.    His  great  fault  lies  in  ha?- 

tiooed,  see  the  notes  upon  their  names  ing  adhered  too  closely  and  with  too 

farther  on.  little  discrimination  to  what  he  eonsid 
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"Not  to  dare  to  conceal  any  truth,"  so  that  there  may  be 
no  suspicion  of  partiality  or  enmity  attached  to  the  work.    He 
«ays,  moreover,  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  a  historian  to  describe 
the  customs  and  modes  of  living,  the  councils,  words  and  actions 
of  every  class  of  people  inhabiting  the  country  of  which  he  has 
-nndertaken  to  write,  and  to  describe  them  fully,  whether  they 
"be  good  or  bad.    Now  Morison,  in  omitting  to  set  forth  the  good 
qualities  of  the  Irish,  has  flagrantly  transgressed  the  foregoing 
historical  canons,  and,  consequently,  the  work  which  he  has  writ- 
has  no  right  whatever  to  be  styled  a  history.    Whoever 
rould  make  a  close  survey  of  the  rude  manners  of  the  lower 
and  search  out  their  faults,  might  fill  up  a  volume  there- 
*«rith ;  for  there  is  no  nation  in  the  world  without  its  low  rabble. 
'Witness  the  churlish  mob  of  Great  Britain,  the  boors  of  Flan- 
the  lazy  canaille96  of  France,  the  worthless  fellows  of  Spain, 
ignoble  vulgar  of  Italy,  and  the  meaner  sort  of  every  other 
ion,  amongst  all  of  whom  many  rude  and  evil  customs  prevail. 
T2"et,  these  nations  are  not  to  be  indiscriminately  condemned  for 
t&ue  partial  rudeness  of  some  amongst  their  inhabitants ;  and, 
whoever  attempts  to  stigmatize  them  for  it,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
altogether  unworthy  to  be  called  a  historian.    Tins,  Morison  has 
done  towards  the  Irish  nation,  and  it  is  therefore  I  deem  it 
wrong  to  give  him  the  respect  due  to  a  historian.    Of  Campion, 
likewise,  I  must  say  the  same  thing. 

*  Camden  says,  that  it  is  customary  in  Ireland  for  the  priests 
to  take  up  their  abode  in  the  churches,  surrounded  by  their  chil- 
dren  and  concubines,  drinking  and  feasting  therein.  My  reply 
to  Camden  on  this  point  is,  that  it  was  not  until  after  Henry  the 

*N  as  sanctioned  by  ancient  authority.  w  This  argument  was  scarcely  need- 
Persons,  ignorant  on  the  subject,  con-  ed.  Camden  did  not  mean  the  Catho- 
demncd  Dr.  Keating  as  a  fabricator,  lie  priesthood,  who  had  remained  true  to 
▼ben  his  book  first  appeared  in  an  Eng-  the  Ancient  Irish  Faith.  1  Ic  but  meant 
W  dress.  It  is  now  clearly  proved  to  signalize  the  abuses  of  the  priests 
tfcat  he  invented  nothing.  of  the  State  religion,  which  was  his 
*Caaille.  In  the  original  this  word  own.  Those  carnal  renegades,  who, 
18  "Fainidhe,"  (Faunee,)  a  word  which  following  in  the  footsteps  of  Maelmuiri 
tie  editor  thinks  intended  to  represent  or  Miler  Magrath,  were  then  desecra- 
te French  "  Faineant."  The  latter  ting  the  holy  altars  of  their  sires,  and 
*ord  does  not,  however,  express  the  insulting  their  ashes,  and  who,  by  their 
doctor's  meaning.  Had  our  author  vices,  were  disgracing  even  that  new 
lived  ia  modern  times,  he  could  not  religion,  founded  by  the  most  kingly  and 
bespoken  with  such  contempt  of  the  most  chaste  of  apostles,  to  which  they 
"Fainidhe  "  of  France.  They  have  fled  as  to  an  asylum  for  all  species  of 
achieved  for  themselves  a  fame,  be  it  wanton  irregularity.  No,  Camden,  who 
fa  good  or  ill,  more  lasting  than  that  is  honest  enough  for  an  English  writer 
of  the  paladins  of  Charlemagne,  the  of  his  day,  did  not  mean  the  Irish 
anights  of  Arthur's  table,  or  the  fol-  priesthood, 
lowers  of  the  conquering  William. 
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Eighth  had  changed  his  religion,  that  the  Irish  clergy  began  thíá 
impious  custom,  and  even  then,  and  since  then,  it  has  been  prao1 
ticed  by  those  clergymen  alone,  who  followed  the  dictates  of  tfaei* 
own  corrupt  passions,  and  rebelled  against  their  lawful  superiors. 
Camden  himself,  speaking  on  the  same  subject  in  another  place, 
bears  me  out  in  this  answer:  "If  any,,,w  says  he,  "dedicate 
themselves  to  religion,  they  govern  themselves  with  a  religious 
austerity,  that  is  truly  wonderful,  in  watching,  praying,  and  in 
mortifying  themselves  by  fasting."  Cambrensis,  likewise,  has 
left  us  his  opinion  upon  the  Irish  clergy :  speaking  of  them  lie 
says,  "  The  clergy*  of  this  country  are  sufficiently  commendable 
for  the  regularity  of  their  lives,  and,  amongst  the  other  virtues 
for  which  they  are  conspicuous,  their  chastity  stands  eminently 
distinguished.  Hence,  it  may  be  inferred,  tnat  that  evil  custom 
which  Camden  mentions,  did  not  prevail  amongst  the  whole  of 
the  Irish  clergy,  but  only  amongst  that  lustful  and  reprobate 
band,  who  broke  through  their  vows,  and  that  left  the  Church  in 
schismatical  disobedience  to  their  ecclesiastical  superiors.  Even 
Stanihurst  agrees  with  this  opinion,  in  his  History  of  Ireland, 
written  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1584 :  "  The  Irish,'**  says  he, 
"  are,  for  the  most  part,  extremely  religious."  From  these  testi- 
monies, it  appears  clear  that  the  profene  practices,  noticed  by 
Camden,  were  not  common  in  Ireland,  and  that,  as  I  have  just 
said,  they  only  prevailed  amongst  those  who  had  broken  through 
their  vows. 

Camden  says,  again,  that  no  great  respect  is  paid  to  matrimony 
in  Ireland,  except  in  the  great  towns ;  out  this  is  false,  and  it  is 
also  a  great  calumny  upon  the  Gaelic  and  Anglo-Norman  nobility 
of  Ireland,  for  most  of  these  dwell  in  the  rural  districts.  I  must, 
however,  confess  that,  in  this  as  in  every  other  country,  there  are 
some  persons  who  are  enslaved  by  their  passions,  and  who  are 
unrestrained  by  their  spiritual  superiors ;  still,  it  is  unjust  in  Cam- 
den to  condemn  and  reproach  the  Irish  who  dwell  in  the  rural 
districts,  for  a  crime  that  is  not  common  amongst  them.  For  if 
one  or  two,  or  even  a  few  individuals  amongst  them,  be  prone  to 
vice,  the  whole  rural  population  of  the  country  is  not  to  be 
defamed  upon  their  account.  And,  to  those  writers  who  say, 
that  a  matrimonial  contract  for  one  year  was  common  in  Ireland, 

"  Se  qui  religioni  se  consecrant,  re-  praelucet  virtates,  castitas  prwogatini 

ligioea  quadara  austeritate   se   conti-  praoeminet — If  historic  scandal  speak 

nent,  vigilando,  orando  et  jejuni  is  se  truth,  they  differed  somewhat  in  this 

macerando. — This  might  have  shown  respect  from  some  of  the  Normans; 

our  author  that  the  people's  clergy  who  were  sent  to  reform  their  abuses 

were  not  alluded  to  by  Camden.  by  the  help  of  the  sword. 

M  Est  antem  clems  satis  religion*       "  Hibernici  etiam  magna  ex  parte 

commendabilis,  et  inter  varias  quibos  sunt  religion»  gamma  eoknton. 
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I  answer  that  it  is  quite  certain  that  such  contracts  were  never 
made,  except  by  profane  and  irreligious  people,  who  rebelled 
against  their  spiritual  guides.  For  which  reason,  this  charge 
should  not  be  cast  as  a  general  infamy  upon  the  whole  Irish 
nation,  when  it  was  only  practiced  by  a  few  indocile  and  intract- 
able individuals. 

Campion  says,  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  his 
Jiistory,  that  the  Irish  are  so  credulous  that  they  deem  whatever 
-their  superiors  tell  them  to  be  true,  however  incredible  it  may 
appear  to  others.    As  a  proof  of  this,  he  relates  a  very  stupid 
ísible,  which  I  here  repeat:     "There  was  once,"  says  he,  "a  cer- 
•cain  licentious  prelate  in  Ireland,  who  was  able  to  impose  any- 
thing upon  his  people.    This  prelate  having  but  a  scanty  stock 
of  ready  money,  and  hoping  to  receive  a  supply  from  his  flock, 
told  them  that,  within  a  few  years  past,  St.  Patrick  and  St.  Peter 
bad  had  a  quarrel  about  an  Irish  Galloglass^whom  St.  Patrick 
wished  to  introduce  into  heaven,  but  that  St.  Peter,  enraged 
thereat,  struck  St.  Patrick  on  the  head  with  the  key  of  Heaven, 
and  fractured  his  skull.    In  consequence  of  this  story  the  prelate 
leoeived  the  contribution  that  he  required  from  the  people."    In 
isply  to  Campion,  I  must  say  that,  in  this  place,  he  appears  less 
fo  the  character  of  the  historian  than  of  the  juggling  mounte- 
bank, vending  ridiculous  squibs  from  off  a  stage.    For,  how  oould 
toy  Irish  Christian  believe  that  St.  Patrick  oould  get  hfa  skull 
hoken,  having  died  more  than  a  thousand  years  ago.    Besides, 
Wry  one  knows  that  the  key  of  St  Peter  means  his  authority, 
and  that  it  is  no  key  of  iron.     I  do  not  consider  any  more  01 
this  man's  falsehoods  worth  taking  up ;  he,  himself,  confesses,  in 
&e  epistle  prefixed  to  his  work,  that  he  had  spent  but  ten  weeks 
in  writing  his  history  of  Ireland. 

The  following  character  of  the  Irish  has  been  given  by  Master 
Good,  an  English  priest,  who.  conducted  a  school  in  Limerick,  in 
the  year  1566 :  "  They  are,"101  says  he,  "  a  people  of  robust 
bodies,  of  great  agility,  of  a  brave  and  exalted  mind,  of  a  pene- 
trating and  warlike  genius,  prodigal  of  life,  patient  of  labor,  cold 
and  hunger,  of  amorous  propensities,  most  hospitable  to  strangers, 
constant  in  love,  implacable  in  enmity,  credulous,  greedy  of  fame, 
and  impatient  of  reproach  or  injury."     Stanihurst,  also,  gives 

*  Vie  Galloglass,  in  Irish  Gallóglach,        Wl  Gens  haec  corpore  valida,  et  in> 

[Gaul-oguelaghy)  i.  e.  Foreign  mercena-  primis,  agilis,  anirao  fortis,  et  elata,  in- 

ry  or  soldier,  was  the  heavy-armed  foot  genio  acris  et  bellicosa,  vitoe  prodiga, 

soldier  of  the  Irish,  during  first  centuries  laboris  et  frigoris  et  inediae  patiens,  ve- 

titer  the  English  invasion.     '1  hey  got  neri   indulgens,  hospitibus  pcrbenigna, 

the  prefix    Gaily  because  they   were,  amore  constans,   inimicis  implacabilis 

perhaps,  armed  and  equipped  after  the  credulitate  levis,  gloriae  avida,  contu- 

Korman  fashion,  mediae  et  injuria  impaticna. 
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the  following  testimony  in  their  favor :  "  In  labor,  they  aTe  the 
most  patient  race  of  all  mankind,  and  their  spirits  are  seldom 
cast  down  by  any  difficulties."  m 

Spenser  allows  that  it  was  from  the  Irish  that  the  Saxons  first 
received  the  alphabet,  from  which  admission  we  may  infor  that 
the  Saxons  had  no  knowledge  at  all  of  letters,  until  they  had 
been  taught  by  the  Irish. 

John  DavieslM  condemns  their  customs,  sanctioned  by  the  law» 
of  the  Irish  Brehons.    The  first  is,  "  that  the  Tanist1**  should  sue» 

m  In   labore  ex  omni  homimm  ge-  venerable  O'Flaherty :    "  A  successor 

ncre  patientissimi,  in  rerum  angusteis  was  nominated  for  the  prince,  in  his 

raro  fracti.  lifetime,  to  fill  the  throne  after  his  de» 

mJohn  Davies.    This  is  that  Sir  John  raise.    As,  suppose  his  son  or  brother, 

paries,  employed  as  Attorney-General  or  most  respectable  relation.     The* 

and  as  Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  denominated    him    Coimree, — a  word 

Commons,  in  the  reign  of  James  the  derived  from  the  finger  on  which  the 

First.    He  wrote  a  work  upon  the  ring   is  worn,  which    comes    nearest 

State  of  Ireland,  to  which  reference  Is  the  middle  in  situation   and  length, 

here  made.    Davies  was  raised  to  the  This  "  Tanist"  (or  heir  apparent)  was 

Chief  Justiceship  of  England,  for  his  second  to  the  prince  in  rank  and  an- 

services  in  Ireland,  but  he  died  imme-  thority ;    and  from  this  the  title  of 

diately  after,  in  1626.  Tanistry-law,  is  derived  by  Davis  and 

m  "  Tanist,"  in  Irish  "Tanaistc,"  ( Tau-  Ware.  Each  of  the  candidates  of  the 
nisht,)  was  the  term  applied  to  the  sue-  family  is  called  Bigh  Dambna  (Rt+ 
cessor-elect  or  heir  apparent  of  a  king  dewna)  or  heir  presumptive,  which  is 
or  chieftain.  The  Tanist  was  elected  royal ;  that  is,  a  subject,  (damhna) 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  chieftain,  and  qualified  to  receive  the  royal  form, 
succeeded  him  immediately  upon  his  But  if  he  was  attached  to  any  liberal 
death.  The  word  "  tanaisfe,"  means  or  mechanical  art,  (i.  c.  was  candidal* 
second,  in  Irish,  though  some  will  de-  for  such,  >  he  was  styled  Adhbhar, 
rive  the  word  from  "  tan,"  or  "  tanas,"  (Auvar  or  Owar,)  only,  which  also  de- 
ft country.  It  has  some  resemblance  notes  matter ;  that  is,  matter  disposed 
in  form,  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  term,  to  be  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of 
"thane,"  a  lord.  Sir  John  Davies  states,  such  an  art." — Notes  on  ConutUari* 
In  the  tracts  here  referred  to,  M  that  Four  Masters. 

by  the  law  of  Tanistry,  the  chieftains  From  these  quotations,  a'  d,  indeed, 

of  every  country  and  the  chief  of  every  from  all  that  has  come  down  to.  us  oa 

sept,  had  no  hereditary  estate  in  their  the  subject,  it  appears  that  the  Irish 

lands,  but  merely  held  tnem  for  life,  and  clans   were  in  themselves  species  of 

the  inheritance  rested  in  no  man,  and  pet'y  republics.    That  the    chieftain 

when  the  chieftains  died,  their  sons,  or  was,  in  reality,  but  the  elected  chief 

next  heir,  did  not  succeed  them,  but  magistrate,  or  rather,  the  public  stew» 

their  Tanists,  who  were  elected,  and  ard,  during  his  lifetime,  of  the  lands 

who  mostly  purchased  their  election  of   his  whole  paternal  kindred,  who 

by  the  strong  hand  :  when  any  one  of  constituted,   in   Celtic    countries,  the 

the  sept  or  tribe   died,  his    portion  people.    This  elective  system  of  gov- 

(land)   was  not   divided    among    his  eminent     by    patriarchal    chieftains» 

sods,  but  the  chief  of  the  sept  made  prevailed  amongst  all  the  Celtic  race, 

a  new  partition  of  all  the  lands  be-  while  the  law  of  hereditary  succession, 

longing  to  the  sept,  and  gave  every  or  primogeniture,  prevailed  amongst 

one  a  share  according  to  his  seniority."  the  Teutonic  nations.    It  is  bat  faintly 

The  following  quotation  upon  this  sub-  apologised  for  here,  by  Dr.  Keatl 

Ject,  b  front  the  "Ogygia"  of  the  and  has  been  universeftr 
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oeed  to  the  chieftaincy,  in  preference  to  the  son  of  the  late  lord 
of  the  land ;"  the  second  is,  "  that  partition  of  the  estate  between 

by  all  who  have  written  in  English  not  be  blamed  for  these  faults,  that 
upon  the  subject,  and,  of  coarse,  by  were  universal  in  the  ages  when  it 
loose  wiseacres,  the  political  eoono-  flourished.     Did   not   oar  tribes   in- 
mists.    It  is  questionable,  however,  if  crease  and  multiply  under  it  exceed- 
the  preserving  of  property  in  the  hands  ingly,  notwithstanding  the  occasional 
of  a  few,  or  its  transmission  to  the  lopping  off  of  many  a  goodly  sapling 
descendants  of  its  first  acquirer,  con-  from  its  trunk,  by  the  sword  of  ambi- 
tinue  forever  to  be  one  of  the  most  tion  ?    The  parent  tree  bat  flourished 
qerious     objects    of    all    legislation,  the  more  vigorously  for  these  timely 
whether  the  Tanistry  and  Gavelkind  praningB,  which,  after  all,  were  bat  the 
did  not  in  their  day,  carry  oat  that  fashion  of  their  day  in  every  European 
wery  object,  as  efficiently,  at  least,  as  land.    Has  the  law  of  primogeniture 
the  Teutonic  law  of  primogeniture  as  done  as  well  towards  keeping  the  in- 
flow   established    in    Great   Britain,  stitution  called  family,  together,  and 
liven  when  Keating  wrote,  many  of  the  homestead  standing  ?    If  the  Gae- 
the    direct   descendants   of   Conn   of  lie    institutions     and    Tanistic    law 
the    Hundred  Battles,  and  of  Bogan  had  been  allowed  to   develop  them- 
Jttor,  of  Magh  Lena,  of  Olild  (Horn,  selves,  and  then  failed  in  their  object, 
of  Corraac  Cas,  of  Core,  and  of  Niall,  as  signally  as  Saxon  institutions  and 
of  the   Nine  Hostages,  still  held,  or  the  law  of  primigeniture  are  likely  to 
had  bat  recently  been  robbed  of  large  do  we  might  then  be  unreserved  in 
portions  of  the  properties  acquired  by  their  condemnation.    The  Tanistic  in- 
tfaeir  kingly  ancestors,  some  thousand  stitutions  were  put  down  by  foreign  vio- 
yeaxs  before.    How  many  of  the  direct  lence,  before  they  could  have  become  re» 
Jffirrnt  of  William  of  Normandy,  of  modeled  by  modern  civilization.    Then, 
tlie  proud  Plantagenets,  or  the  des-  before  we  condemn  them,  we  should 
potic  Tadors,    were    then    numbered  give  them  credit  for  what  they  really 
amongst  the  property  owners  of  Great  did  do  in  these  rode  and  bloody  ages ; 
Britain  ?    How  many  of  the  present  we  should  also  look  round  and  ask  our- 
artstocracy  of  England,  can  find  their  selves  what,  with  all  the  advantages  of 
names   inscribed    in  the  "Dooms lay  a  cizilized  age,  has  been  done,  even 
Book?"     How   manv,  in  fine,  of  the  for  the  "  family,"  by  that  system  which 
Crorawcllian   stock,  will  another  cen-  has  replaced  thera — I  do  not  say  for 
tury  of  prodigality  and  debauch,   of  "  the  masses,"  for  that  is  glaring  to  all. 
borse-races  and   gambling:,  closed   by  ""  Gavelkind.     According   to  Coke, 
mother  famine  year,  leave  upon  the  this  term  originated  in  the  phrase  gave 
rent-roll  of  Ireland?     But  the  Gaelic  all  kinds,  but  this  etymology  has  all  the 
n^  still  continues  to  flourish,  impelled,  appearance  of  a  pun  upon  the  word. 
P^taps,  though   unconsciously  to  it-  The  term  is  used  in  English  law,  in 
5s"»  by  the  powerful  impetus  given  to  which  it  is  applied  to  that  distribution 
Jt  at  its  fir?t  start  by  those  very  insti-  of  the  chattel  or  movable  property  of 
pjonsof  Tanistry  and  Gavelkind.     In  an  intestate  relative,  that  takes  place 
Ireland,  this  race  has  already  swept  amongst  his  nearest  of  kin.    The  word 
*J*y  the  peasant  colonists,  with  whom  is  decidedly  of  Gaelic  origin.  With  our 
William  of  Orange  so  thickly  dotted  ancestors,  it  was  called  "Gabhail  Cine," 
"■wad.    It  is,  even  now,  fast  recon-  (Gavauil  Kmni.)    from   "  Gabhail,"  a 
J?ln?  the  ownership  of  its  ancestral  talcing  or  sharing,  and  Ciné,  (Kmni,) 
«Ids  by  the  sword  of  industry,  and  it  afawly  or  kindred.     The  Irish  Gavel- 
™v  retain  them  long,  if  it  but  shun  kind  differed  somewhat  from  the  Eng- 
"*  Saxon  institution  of   primogeni-  lish ;    tor  with  the  former  the  lands 
tB*J-  were  divided  as  well  as  the  movables, 
The  institutions  of  Tanistry  should  and  they  were  only  divided  amongst 
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kinsmen,  called  gavelkind1"  by  the  English,  by  which  the 
land  is  equally  divided  between  them ;"  the  third  custom  is,  "  the 
receiving  of  an  eric1*  or  fine  for  murder."  In  answer  to  him, 
I  must  observe  that  there  is  no  country  in  which  the  laws  and 
customs  do  not  vary  according  to  the  changes  which  take  plaoe 
in  the  situation  of  its  affairs.  So  these  three  customs1*  were  not 
established  by  the  Brehon  law  of  the  land,  until  the  Irish  fell 
into  wars  and  conflicts  in  every  part  of  the  country,  killing, l* 

the  male  kinsmen  in  the  paternal  line,  consisted  of  cattle  counted  by  "  cum- 
The  females  could  inherit  no  lands  hals,"  each  "  cumhal "  (cuvat  or  cooli 
amongst  the  Gaels.  They  received  being  three  cows.  These  fines  variea 
their  "  Spré,"  or  portion  in  cattle,  from  3  cows  to  300,  and  sometimes  to 
goods  or  money.  According  to  the  1,000,  or  more,  according  to  the  nature 
English  gavelkind,  everything  called  of  the  crime  and  the  rank  of  the  parties. 
Chattel  is  divided  between  males  and  The  practice  of  punishing  murder 
females  indiscriminately.  It  has  been  and  other  crimes  bynne,  prevailed,  also, 
seen  by  the  former  note,  that  this  law  among  the  Greeks,  Romans,  Gauls, 
regarded  not  merely  children  of  a  de-  Germans,  Franks,  Saxons  and  Britons, 
ceased  parent,  but  all  the  members  of  It  appears  that  criminals  did  not  always 
the  "  kin,"  or  tribe,  and  that  constituted  get  off  on  payment  of  the  "  eric1'  lo- 
in Ireland  the  people.  The  present  oc-  stances  are  recorded  of  malefactor» 
cupiere  of  the  lands  of  our  tribes  should  being  mutilated,  handed  or  beheaded 
not,  then,  rest  too  secure  in  their  occu-  for  certain  heinous  crimes,  by  order  of 

Sation,  from  the  fact  that  most  of  the  the  Irish  chiefs. — Notes  to  Connellan't 
irect  descendants  of  the  last  chieftains  Four  Masters. 
who  held  these  lands  are  now  extinct ;  m  Dr.  Keating  is  mistaken  in  what- 
or  from  the  feet  that  English  law  has  he  says  here.  These  three  custom* 
attainted  their  blood.  They  were  not,  seem  to  have,  at  all  times,  been  the 
in  their  own  right,  landowners.  They  very  essence  of  Celtic  polity, 
were  the  mere  temporal  stewards  of  their  M  These  killings  were  not  much 
kinsmen,  and  the  poorest  O'Neill  or  greater  than  what  was  going  on  in  Eng- 
O'Donnell,  O'Brien  or  MacCarthy,  had  land,  France,  and  throughout  Christen- 
as  much  ownership  in  the  broad  lands  dom,  during  the  middle  ages.  They 
of  Tirone  or  Tirconnell  of  Thomond  were  more  wholesome  by  far,  and  the 
or  of  Desmond,  as  those  renegade  chiefe  clans  were  even  thriving  and  multiply- 
that  bartered  their  kingly  titles  for  ing  in  spite  of  them.  They  would  prob» 
English  coronets.  It  was  not,  then,  a  ably  have  wrought  their  own  core  is 
few  Gaelic  landlords  that  were  robbed  good  time,  had  strangers  not  been  sent 
by  the  English  settlers.  It  was  the  to  prevent  them.  Englishmen,  who  point 
whole  Gaelic  nation.  And  as  time^urely,  to  the  fends,  combats  and  murders  that 
cannot  make  sacred  the  possessions  ac-  were  but  too  prevalent  amongst  our 
quired  by  crime,  the  Gaelic  tribe-lands  clans,  should  recollect  the  wars  between 
of  Eri  shall  never  want  direct  heirs,  the  successors  of  their  own  French  con- 
while  the  blood  of  Gaedal,  the  Green,  qneror  William  ;  the  bloody  strife  be- 
llows in  the  veins  of  one  man  of  the  in-  tween  the  Empress  Mathilda  and 
destructible  and  fruitful  progeny  of  Stephen  de  Blois ;  the  contest  that  ex- 
Miledh  of  Spain— ever  longingly  anx-  isted  between  Henry  the  Second  end 
ious  to  his  pions  progeny  ;  their  wars  of  the 
"  *poii  the  tpoiiPT  us  we  m«y,  Roses,  during  all  which,  the  mass  of 
And  from  the  robber  rend  the  prey."  their  people  were  puppets  in  the  bandi 
™  Eric.  Under  the  Brehon  laws,  of  their  French  masters;  and,  lastly, 
various  crimes  were  compromised  for  their  revolutionary  and  religious  wan, 
by  a  fine,  called  "  eric"    This  mostly  *  down  to  a  pifficieoUy  recent  period.  To 
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robbing  and  despoiling  one  another.    Then  it  was  that  the  nobles 
and  ollamhs  of  Ireland,  considering  the  calamities  that  were  ap- 
proaching, from  these  general  dissensions  throughout  the  island, 
thought  fit  to  establisn  the  three  customs  mentioned  above. 
First,  they  considered  it  expedient  that  the  Tanist  should  suc- 
ceed to  the  deceased,  in  order  that  every  tribe  in  Ireland  might, 
at  all  times,  have  a  captain  at  its  head,  who  was  capable  both  of 
leading  its  warriors  to  the  field,  and  of  protecting  the  lands  and 
properties  of  its  members ;  for,  if  the  son  were  put  into  his  father's 
place,  he  might  probably  happen  to  be  under  age,  and  on  that 
account,  incapable  of  defending  his  territory,  or  tribe-land,  from 
being  destroyed  by  enemies.    JSTeither  was  it  possible  to  dispense 
xith  the  existence  of  the  second  custom  in  Ireland  at  that  time, 
namely,  that  of  Gavelkind,  or  the  division  of  the  land  amongst 
kinsmen ;  for  otherwise  the  rent  of  each  country  would  have  been 
insufficient  to  pay  the  number  óf  soldiers  necesssary  for  its  de- 
fence ;  but,  when  the  land  was  once  divided  amongst  the  kins- 
men, the  man  who  had  the  smallest  share  thereof,  was  likely  to  be 
as  active  in  the  defence  of  the  common  inheritance,  according  to 
his  capabilities,  as  the  ruling  chieftain  himself.     Again,  it  was 
impossible  at  that  time  to  avoid  establishing  the  mc,  i.  e.,  the 
punishing  of  murder  by  a  fine ;   for,  the  man  who  had  com- 
mitted a  murder,  might  find  protection  in  a  neighboring  territory. 
On  this  account,  as  the  friends  of  the  murdered  man  could  not 
cause  his  slayer  to  make  any  expiation  or  atonement  in  his  own 
person,  they  made  his  kindred  answer  for  his  crime,  in  order  to 
punish  him  through  them.     Now,  as  his  relatives  were  not  privy 
jo  the  murder,  it  were  unjust  to  shed  their  blood ;  but  a  fine  was 
^íd  upon  them,  and  thus  the  murderer  was  punished  in  the  persons 
°f  h  is  nearest  friends.    It  was  somewhat  uncandid  in  John  JDavies, 
*°  fi  nd  fault  with  the  Brehon  laws  of  Ireland,  on  account  of  this 
*jeg"*ilation,  for  a  similar  custom  prevails  amongst  the  English 
^W"n  to  the  present  time.     As  to  the  other  two  customs,  it  was 
then  impossible  to  dispense  with  them  in  Ireland,  and,  therefore, 
the^  Urehon  legislation  of  the  country  is  not  to  be  censured  on 
their»  account ;  for,  though  they  are  unsuited  to  Ireland  in  its 
present  state,  still  they  were  unavoidable  at  the  time  when  they 
we:re  established. 

Camden  tells  us,  that  the  Irish  nobility  maintained  their  own 

1  .  8>es)  antiquaries,  poets  and  musicians,  whom  they  also  endowed 

witK.  land  for  their  support,  and  that  the  persons  of  these,  as  well 

as  their  cattle  and  patrimonies,  were  free  from  all  tribute  to  their 

one  that  will  look  at  the  state  of  an-  to  have  had  more  than  her  own  share 
ctent  Ireland  thus  relatively  and  com-  of  the  general  slaughter  then  going  on 
pafatively,  I  doubt  if  she  will  be  found    everywhere. 
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chieftain.     He  speaks  of  them  in  the  following  terms :  "  These 
chieftains  have  lawyers  of  their  own,  whom  they  call  brehons1"  or 

m  Brehons,  "  Bardisni  and  Brehon-  nifying  Celestial  Judgments.  The  most 
ism.as  well  as  Druidi8m,tbe  religious  sys-  renowned  of  these  Brehons  for  the  jo#- 
tern  of  the  Celtic  nations,  Gaols,  Britons  tice  of  his  judgments  was  Moran,  son 
and  Irish,  prevailed  in  Ireland  from  the  of  Cairbre-Kenn-Cait,  king  of  Ireland 
earliest  ajjes.  After  the  introduction  in  the  first  century,  and  be  is  represented 
of  Christianity,  the  Druids  or  Pagan  in  his  office  of  chief  judge  of  the  king- 
priests  became  extinct,  but  the  Bards  dom,  as  wearing  on  his  neck  a  golden 
and  Brehons  continued  in  the  Christian  ornament  called  Idhan  Morain,  or  Mo- 
as  well  as  in  the  Pagan  times.  It  ap-  ran's  collar,  which  is  described  in  Vai- 
pears  probable  that  Brehorfiam  was  the  lancy's  Collectanea,  and  it  was  fanci- 
Law  system  of  the  other  Celtic  nations,  fully  said  to  press  closely  on  the  neck 
and  that  it  prevailed  amongst  the  Gauls  of  the  wearer,  and  almost  choke  him, 
and  Britons,  who  were  Celts,  as  well  if  he  attempted  to  pronounce  an  unjust 
as  amongst  the  Irish.  In  Caesar's  judgment.  TheBrenons,  like  the  Bards, 
Commentaries  it  is  stated  that  amongst  presided  at  the  inauguration  of  kings, 
the  Edui,  one  of  the  nations  of  Gaul,  princes,  and  chiefs,  and,  as  the  judges 
the  title  of  the  chief  magistrate  or  judge  and  expounders  of  the  laws,  had  great 
was  Vergobretus,  and  that  he  was  an-  power  and  privileges  in  the  State,  and 
nually  chosen,  and  had  the  power  of  extensive  lands  were  allotted  for  their 
life  and  death  The  term  Brehon,  in  own  use.  Each  of  the  Irish  princes 
Irish  Breitheamh,  signifies  a  judge,  and  and  chiefs  of  note  had  his  own  Brehons; 
O'Brien,  in  the  preface  to  his  Irish  Die-  and  the  office,  like  that  of  the  Bards, 
tionary,  showing  the  analogy  between  hereditary  in  certain  families.  Amongst 
the  Irish  language  and  that  of  the  the  chief  Brehon  families  were  the  rol- 
Gauls,  both  of  which  were  Celtic  lowing:  The  MacEgans,  hereditary 
tongues,  considers  that  the  term  which  Brehons  in  Connaught,  in  Leinster,  ana 
Caesar  latinized  Vergobretus,  was  in  in  Ormond  ;  the  O'Dorans,  Brehons  to 
the  Gaulish  or  Celtic  Fer-go-Breith,  the  MacMurroghs,  kings  of  Leinster ; 
signifying  the  Man  of  Judgment,  or  a  the  MacClancies  of  Clare,  Brehons  to 
Judge,  and  it  has  the  same  signification  the  O'Briens,  kings  of  Thomond,  to  the 
in  the  Irish  from  Fer,  a  man,  #o,  of  or  Fitzgcralds,  earls  of  Desmond,  and  other 
with,  and  Breith,  judgment ;  therefore  it  great  families  in  Munster.  The  O'Ha- 
appears  the  Vergobretus  was  the  chief  gans  of  Tullaghoge,  in  Tyrone,  Brehons 
Brehon  of  Gaul  The  Brehons  were  to  the  O'Neils,  princes  of  Tyrone.  The 
the  judges  and  professors  of  the  law,  O'Breslins  of  Donegal,  Brehons  to  the 
and  in  ancient  times  they  delivered  their  O'Donnells,  and  to  the  Maguires,  lords 
judgments,  and  proclaimed  the  laws  to  of  Fermanagh.  In  the  Tracts  of  Sir 
the  chiefs  and  people  assembled  on  the  John  Davies  an  interesting  accoant  is 
hills  and  raths  on  public  occasions,  as  given  of  O'Breslin,  the  Brehon  to  Mtv- 
at  the  Conventions  of  Tara,  and  other  guire  ;  Sir  John,  who  was  attorney- 
great  assemblies.  In  the  Dissertations  general  to  king  James  I.,  having  pro^ 
of  Charles  0' Conor,  and  in  O'Reilly's  cecded  to  various  parts  of  Ulster  about 
Irish  Writers,  accounts  are  given  of  the  year  1607,  together  with  the  judges 
many  famous  Brehons  and  chief  judges  and  chancellor,  to  hold  assizes,  on 
who  flourished  from  the  first  to  the  coming  to  Fermanagh  they  required  to 
eighth  centurv,  as  Sen,  Moran,  Modan,  know  the  tenure  by  which  Magoire  held 
Conla,  Fithif,  Fachtna,  Sencha,  the  his  lands,  and  having  sent  for  the  Bro- 
th ree  brothers  named  Burachans  or  hon  O'Breslin,  who  was  a  very  feeble 
O'Burechans,  &c. ;  these  eminent  men  old  man,  he  came  to  the  camp,  and  the 
formed  and  perfected  a  great  code  of  judges  having  demanded  his  Roll,  he  at 
laws,  which,  from  their  soint  of  equity,  first  refused  to  show  it,  but  at  length 
were  designated  Breithe  Weimhidh,  sig-  on  the  lord  chancellor  taking  an  oatb 
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judges ;  their  own  historians,  to  record  their  exploits ;  their  phy- 
sicians, their  poets,  whom  they  style  bards;  and  certain  lands  are 
assigned  to  each  of  these,  and  each  of  them  is  of  a  distinct  family 
or  tribe,  viz.,  the  brehons  of  one  tribe  and  name,  the  antiquaries 
or  historians  of  another,  and  so  of  the  rest ;  and  these  instruct 
their  children  and  relations,  each  in  their  proper  science,  and 
thus  they  all  have  successors  continuously  in  their  several  pro- 
fessions." From  these  words  of  Camden,  it  is  evident  that  the 
Irish  had  established  a  good  arrangement  for  the  preservation  of 
their  liberal  arts ;  for  collegiate  lands  were  assigned  to  every  tribe 
of  professors,  as  a  maintenance  for  those  who  applied  themselves 
to  the  cultivation  of  science,  in  order  that  they  might  not  be 
turned  away  from  its  pursuit  by  poverty.  And,  moreover,  the 
man  who  was  the  most  eminent  in  the  science  cultivated  by  any 
particular  tribe,  was  always  the  person  upon  whom  the  chieftain  be- 
stowed the  mastership  "oílamnacht"  (ollownaght)  of  the  lands  of  that 
tribe.  Hence,  it  came  to  pass,  thateach  member  of  these  tribes  strove 
to  attain  to  eminence  in  his  art,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  position 
of  chief  ollamh,  or  professor,  before  the  rest  of  his  tribe.  It  was, 
also,  the  more  easy  to  cultivate  science  in  Ireland,  on  account  of 
immunities  and  protection  granted  by  the  chiefs  to  the  lands,  per- 
sons and  properties  of  its  professors.  Thus,  notwithstanding  the 
contentions  between  the  Gaels  and  Anglo-Normans,  neither  the 
ollamhs  nor  their  pupils  were  ever  disturbed  or  molested,  or  at 
all  impeded  in  the  cultivation  of  their  respective  branches.  We 
read  in  the  Sixth  Book  of  Julius  Caesar,  that  the  same  privileged 
or  termonn  lands  were  possessed  by  those  Druids,110  who  went 
from  the  west  of  Europe  to  teach  in  Gaul  or  France — a  custom 
which,  I  think,  they  brought  with  them  from  Ireland. 
I  shall  pursue  the  opinions  of  those  Englishmen  no  longer, 

that  he  would  return   it  safe,  the  old  liberos  sive  cognates  in  sua  qualibet 

Brehon  drew  the  roll  out  of  his  bosom,  arte  erudiunt ;  et  semper  successores 

and  gave   it   to  the  chancellor.    The  habent  quibus  singulis  sua  predia  as- 

Irish  MS.  was  well  written,  and,  having  signata  sunt. 

been  translated  for  the  judges,  it   was  ti0  Termonn  lands  were  certain  portions 

found  to  contain  an  account  of  the  rents  of  land  set  apart  for  religious  or  scientific 

and  tributes  paid  to  Maguire,  which  con-  purposes  ;  they  enjoyed  great  immuni- 

sisted  of  cattle,  corn,  provisions,  hogs,  ties,  and  were  free  from  tribute  of  the 

meal,butter,&c;  but  Da  vies  says  he  lost  chief.    The  lands  assigned  to  the  biadh- 

the  copy  of  the  roll  at  Dublin."—  Con-  tachs,  (Iwetaghs),  or  keepers  of  houses 

ndlan's  Four  Masters.  of  public  hospitality,   wore  also  styled 

Habent  hi  magnates  suos  juridicos,  "  termon  lands  ;"  so  wore  the   church 

Buos  Brehones  vocant ;  suos  historicos  lands.     "  Termonn  "   seems  to  be   the 

qui  res  gestas  discribunty  medicos,  Poe-  same  word  with  the  Latin  •  terminus," 

tas,  quos  Bardos  vocant,  et  cithanedos,  a  boundary.    The  editor  cannot  say  if 

et  oerUe  et  singula?  familiae  ;   Scilicet  the  word  be  pure  Gaelic,  but  it  is  just 

Brehoni  unius  stirpis  et  nominis,  histo-  as  likely  to  be  so  as  not,  if  analogy  can 

rici  alterius,  et  sic  de  cfeteris,  qui  suos  prove  anything. 
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though  there  still  remain  many  things  written  by  them,  that  rriight 
be  confuted.  The  greater  part  of  those  who  have  written  malevo- 
lently of  Ireland,  had  no  foundation  for  their  calumnies,  other 
than  the  lying  tales  of  persons  who  hated  the  Irish  nation,  and 
who  were  most  ignorant  of  its  history;  for,  it  is  evident  that  the 
regular  professors  of  Irish  history  never  cared  to  give  them  any 
insight  on  the  latter  subject;  thus,  they  could  not  possibly  know 
anything  either  of  the  traditions  or  ancient  state  of  the  country. 

Cambrensis,  who  undertook  to  give  a  correct  account  of  every* 
thing,  appears  to  have  received  a  medley  of  fables  from  some 
dunce  or  blind  man.  for  he  has  said  nothing  of  the  conquest  of  the 
Tuatha-De-Dananns,  who  possessed  Ireland  one  hundred  and  nine* 
ty-sev(  n  years,  during  which  time  nine  kings  of  their  nation  ruled 
the  island.  Where  he  has  set  about  giving  down  the  conquests, 
he  mentions  that  of  Kesair  (Kassir)  as  the  first,  yet  our  antiqua- 
ries have  never  considered  that  as  a  conquest,  though  they  have 
spoken  of  it  in  their  books.  Hence,  I  think,  that  the  man  had 
no  other  motive  in  compiling  his  History  of  Ireland,  than  to  mis* 
represent  both  the  natives  of  Ireland  of  his  own  day  and  their 
ancestors.  Besides,  he  had  but  a  very  short  time  to  make  his 
researches  in  Irish  antiquities,  having  spent  but  a  year  and  a  half 
in  the  country  previous  to  his  return  to  England.  As  his  work 
was  not  completed  within  that  time,  he  left  it  to  the  care  of  one 
of  his  companions,  named  Bertram  Verdon.  Therefore,  I  trust 
that  every  impartial  reader,  who  may  peruse  my  confutations  of 
Cambrensis  and  those  Englishmen  who  have  followed  in  his  foot- 
steps, will  give  more  credence  to  my  exposition  of  their  falsehoods 
than  to  the  idle  stories  which  they  have  all  related.  For  I  am 
now  advanced111  in  years,  while  many  of  them  were  young  when 
they  wrote.  I  have  seen  and  can  understand  our  principal  his- 
toric books  in  the  original  tongue,  but  they  have  both  never  seen 
them,  and  if  they  had,  they  could  not  understand  them. 

It  is  not  through  partiality  towards  any  class  of  people  in  the 
world,  nor  is  it  at  the  instance  of  any  man,  in  the  hope  of  being 
rewarded  by  him,  that  I  propose  writing  a  History  of  Ireland; 
but,  because  I  deemed  it  not  right,  that  so  honored  a  countiy, 
having  such  noble  inhabitants,  should  be  let  sink  into  oblivion- 
through  the  want  of  a  historic  account  of  its  ancient  affairs,  I 
do  also  conceive,  that  my  testimony  upon  Irish  affairs  ought  to 
be  the  more  readily  admitted,  from  the  fact  that  I  therein  treat 

1,1  For  I  am  vow  old.    Dr.  Keating  dnring  the  period  that  elapsed  between 

finished  his  work  in  1629 ;  he  died  in  that  date,  and  hence  it  has  arisen  that 

1650.    Dr.  O'DoDOvan  says,  in  his  notes  some  copies  of  his  work  contain  many 

to  the  "  tribes  and  customs  of  the  Hy  facts  not  contained  in  others.    Thi 

Fiachrach,"  that  it  is  probable  that  he  passage  appears  to  have  been  written 

inserted  many  passages  into  hie  work  towards  the  end  of  hit  IhV. 
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more  particularly  of  the  Gaels ;  and,  if  any  man  deem  that  I  give 
them  too  much  credit,  let  him  not  imagine  that  I  do  so  through 
partiality,  praising  them  more  than  is  just,  through  love  of  my 
own  kindred,  for  I  belong,  myself,  according  to  my  extraction, 
to  the  Old-Gallic11*  or  Anglo-Norman  race.  I  have  seen  that  the 
natives  of  Ireland  are  maligned  by  every  modern  Englishman 
who  speaks  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  the  praises  which  all 
historians  agree  in  bestowing  upon  its  soil.  For  tnis  reason,  being 
much  grieved  at  the  unfairness  those  writers  have  shown  towards 
Irishmen,  have  I  felt  urged  to  write  a  history  of  Ireland  myself. 
If,  then,118  a  true  account  were  given  of  the  natives  of  Ireland, 
they  would  be  found  as  praiseworthy  as  any  people  in  Europe, 
m  these  three  qualities,  namely,  in  valor,  in  learning,  and  in  a 
steady  adherence  to  the  Catholic  faith.  I  shall  not  here  boast 
of  the  great  number  of  our  Irish  saints,114  because  every  European 

10  Old  Gallic.  For  particulars  of  most  distinguished  appellations,  the 
the  Rev.  Doctor's  extraction,  see  his  reader  will  find  many  interesting  par- 
life,  prefixed  to  this  work.  ticulars  in  the  course  of  this  history. 

'*  Our  author  had  good  reason  to  In  Dr  Keating's  age  Ireland  had  again 
feel  proud  of  his  country  at  that  time,  to  feel  proud  of  her  saints  and  martyrs. 
Though  the  strength  of  the  Irish  nation  The  following  holy  bishops  and  priests 
was  nearly  broken  down  at  home,  by  were  among  the  many  spiritual  sons  of 
an  incessant  war  of  more  than  three  the  saints  of  olden  times  that  had  then 
centuries,  still,  the  sons  of  Ireland  were  but  recently  cemented  the  walls  of  the 
rendering  her  name  illustrious  through-  Irish  church  with  their  blood : — Rich- 
out  Christendom  by  their  deeds  in  arms,  ard  Creagh,  or  O'Mael  Craebhaigh, 
and  by  their  heroic  persistence  in  the  (mail  crai-vie,)  archbishop  of  Armagh, 
cause  they  deemed  the  true  one.  They  and  primate  of  Ireland — Dermod  0'- 
were  fast  falling,  it  is  true — these  noble  Hurly,  archbishop  of  Cashel — Edmund 
old  Gaels  and  Shan-Gauls— but  they  Magauran,  or  MacGabhran,  archbishop 
were  falling,  still  striking  at  their  mer-  of  Armagh  aud  primate  of  Ireland — 
ciless  foe,  and  expending  their  last  Patrick  O'Hely,  bishop  of  Meath — 
strength  in  avenging,  as  they  could  not  Redmond  O'Gallagher,  bishop  of  Merry 
prevent,  the  overthrow  of  their  religion  — Cornelius  O'Duan.  or  O'Dubhain, 
and  country.  When  banished  abroad  bishop  of  Down  and  Connor — Rev. 
amongst  the  stranger,  the  Irishman  of  John  Travers,  M.  M. — Rev.  Owen  Mac 
that  day  was  not  ashamed  of  his  conn-  Eogain,  or  MacKeon,  M.  M. — Rev. 
try  or  his  race.  He  did  not  seek  to  dis-  Cuconuacht  or  Connatius  ORuairc — 
guise  the  time-hallowed  name  of  his  an-  Rev.  Hugh  O'Mulkeran — Rev.  John 
cestors,  that  told  of  "  deeds  of  the  days  O'Mahony^  S.  J. — Rev.  Gelatins  O'Cul- 
of  old."  by  giving  it  a  foreign  form,  or  linan,  lord  abbot  of  Boyle — Rev.  Der- 
desecrate  it  by  tacking  a  Saxon  suffix  mod  MacCarthy — Rev.  Dominiek  O  - 
to  its  end.  Alas  1  there  are  not  a  few  Callan  or  Cullen — Rev.  Bernard  Mac- 
that  do  so  now,  and  that  envy  the  happy  Moriarty — Rev.  Donatus  MacCried  or 
possessors  of  some  Scraggs  or  Scrubbs,  Maclleed — Rev.  Patrick  O'Lochran — 
Griggs  or  Briggs.some  Mubbs  or  Sudds,  Rev.  Lewis,  or  Lugaidh,  O'Labertaigh 
Ketch  or  Fetch,  or  some  other  equal-  or  O'Laverty — Rev.  Connatius,  or  Cor- 
ly  mellifluous  and  suggestive  appella-  connacht,  O  Kcenan — Rev.  John  Mac- 
tion.  Connan — Rev.  Bernard   O'Carrolan — 

,M  Saints.    Of  the  ancient  Irish  saints,  Rev.  Daniel  O'Harcan — Rev.  Patrick 

who  gained  for  our  Island  one  of  its  O'Dwyer — Rev.    0  Dwyer — 


IX  DB.  UCATlKa'S  PREFACE. 

author  confesses,  that  Ireland  produced  more  saints  than  any  other 
country  in  Europe.  It  is  also  acknowledged,  that  the  empire  of 
learning  prevailed  so  widely  in  Ireland,  that  swarms  of  learned 
men  were  sent  forth  therefrom  to  Franca,  Italy,  Germany,  Flan* 
dors,  England  and  Scotland,  as  is  clearly  shown  in  the  preface  of 
the  book,  written  in  English,  which  contains  the  lives  of  Saints 
Patrick,  Columb-kille  and  Bridget.    As  to  the  National  Becorda11* 


Rev.  Donatus  O'Lainus  or  O'Looney —  its  contents  would  give  the  most  intefr» 

Rev.  Thomas  Fitzgerald.     See  O'Sulli-  est     However,  the  patriotic  and  spil* 

van's  Ui$toria  Caiholica  Ibemia,  Lib.  itcd  publishers  have  now  a  cheaper  ed> 

ii.,  Cap  iv.    I  refrain  from  adding  to  tion  m  press,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 

this  bright  array.  I  have  given  enough  will  be  found  in  the  hands  of  every 

to  show  that  the  Isle  of  Saints  did  not  Irishman  who  can  read,  and  who  lovw 

forfeit  her  well-earned  title,  when  the  his  fatherland, 
hour  of  her  trial  had  come.  An  immense  number  of  Irish  works 

Comparatively  few  of   the    Gaelic  in  manuscript  still  remain  extant  but 

priesthood  had  been  found  to  follow  in  unpublished,  in  the  libraries  of  Trinity 

the  footsteps  of  the  apostate  Maelmuiri  College,  Dublin,  the  Royal  Irish  Act» 

MacCraith,  (Miler  Magrath,)  the  first  demy,  the  British  Museum,  the  Library 

king-made  bishop  of  Cashel,  who  still  of  Oxford,  and  in  other  public  and  pn- 

lives  uuenviably  in  popular  fame  as  vate  libraries  of  England  and  Ireland. 

Maelmuiri   Mallaigh  (mail^wirri  mat-  The  library  of  the  Vatican  is  said  to 

Uhi)  or  "  Miler  the  Accursed."  contain  a  vast  number ;  so  do  the  libra* 

116  Records.    Of  those  records  many  ries  of  Spain,  France,  Germany,  Ac 

very  ancient  compilations  are  still  in  ex-  These  manuscripts  were  carried  thither, 

Lstence.    Several  of  them  were  pub-  formerly,  by  the  exiled  nobility  and 

lished  in  1824  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  clergy  of  Ireland.    Some  say,  that  Um 

O'Connor,  of  Balenegar,  a  lineal  de-  libraries  of  Denmark  contain  curkMH 

scendant  of  the  last  king  of  Ireland. —  and  most  ancient  Irish  manuscript* 

His  work,  in  four  large  and  closely-  carried  off  by  the  Sea  Rovers,  in  tat 

printed  quarto  volumes,  is  called  "  Be-  9th,  10th  and  eleventh  centuries.  Thia, 

rum  Hibermcarum  Scriptores,"  i   e.,  however,  is  not  yet  satisfactorily  aaoep 

the  Writers  upon  Irish,  affairs.    This  tained.    The  Irish  antiquaries  of  tbt 

great  work  is  written  in  Latin,  and  very  present  time  have  little  of  popular  sup* 

scarce ;  it  is,  therefore,  unfortunately,  port ;  and  their  funds  are  so  limited, 

not  accessible  to  general  readers.    It  that  they  cannot  afford  such  distant 

contains  various  learned  original  disser-  explorations,  especially  whilst  the  field 

tations  and  translations  of  many  of  the  of  their  labors  continues  so  very  ampfe 

Irish  annalists,  such  as  the  Four  Mas-  at  home,  and  the  laborers  are  so  few. 
tors ;  the  Annals  of  Innisfallen ;  the  An-       The  handwriting  of  the  oldest  man* 

nals  of  Tighcrnach,  of  Ulster,  of  Bovle,  scripts,  whose  date  has  stood  the  test  of 

&c     The  greatest  and  most  accessible  critical  examination,  has  been  proved  to 

compilation  of  Irish  annals  is,  undoubt-  be  more  than  one  thousand  years  old. 

cdly,  that  contained  in  the  annals  of  No  other  European  nation  can  produce 

the  Four  Masters,  published  a  few  years  anything  near  so  old  in  its  vernacular 

since  by  Messrs.  Hodges  &  Smitn,  of  tongue.  In  these  old  manuscripts  then 

Dublin,and  literally  translated  and  most  are  compositions  so  interlined  tcttk  gJo#> 

learnedly  and  judiciously    annotated,  saries,  which  have  themselves  long  ceased 

by  Mr.  John  0'iJonovan.    The  work  is  to  be  intelligible  to  the  vulgar,  tnat  no 

in  seven  large  quarto  volumes.     Its  candid  antiquary  can  avoid  assigning 

high  price  has  hitnerto  placed  it  ont  of  the  remotest  antiquity  to  the  compoai* 

the  reach  of  many  of  those  to  whom  tions  themselves.    It  is  now  impoaVibte 
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of  Ireland,  we  must  admit  them  to  be  of  good  authority,  because 
they  were  examined  and  approved  every  third  year  at  the  Feast 
or  Convention  of  Tara,  in  presence  of  the  nobles,  clergy  and 

ollamhs  of  Ireland.  In  proof  of  this,  the  following  original 
documents  are  still  to  be  seen  in  this  country,  namely,  the 

Psalter  of  Cashel,11*  written  by  the  holy  Cormac  Mac  Culinan, 

to  fix  their  exact  date,  otherwise  than  aghty,  of  Dublin.  This  work  is  of  mod- 
by  oar  own  annals,  the  surest  guide,  erate  price.  In  its  notes  it  contains  near- 
after  all.  The  sceptic  who  will  go  ly  all  that  has  been  published  of  the Bar- 
farther  for  proof,  may  come  near  it  by  aic  History  of  Ireland.  From  this  work 
induction.  We  know  the  number  of  copious  extracts  will  be  found  in  this 
years  it  has  taken  to  render  the  com-  work. 

positions  of  Kin*  Cormac  of  Cashel,  '"  The  Psalter  of  Casket,  an  ancient 

or  the  bards  and  shanachiea  of  the  Irish  MS.,  partly  in  prose  and  partly  in 

age  of  Brian,unintelligible,  and  how  far  verse,  was  compiled  in  the  latter  end 

unintelligible,  to  the  modern  Irishman,  of  the  ninth  century  by  the  celebrated 

We  may  thus,  pretty  nearly,  determine  Cormac   MacCulinan,  archbishop  of 

how  long  it  took  to  render  the  compo-  Cashel  and  king  of    Munster.     The 

gitions  attributed  to  Amirghin,  King  Psalter  of  Cashel  was  compiled  from 

Cormac  MacArt,  or  Dalian  ForgaiT,  the  Psalter  of  Tara,  and  other  ancient 

unintelligible  to  the  uneducated  Irish-  records,  and  contained  the  history  of 

man  of  the  days  of- King  Cormac,  son  Ireland  from  the  earliest  ages  to  the 

of  Culinan,  or  of  Brian  of  the  Trib-  tenth  century ;  and  to  it,  according  to 

utes.  Dr.  Lanigan  and  others,  some  additions 

Dr.  O'Donovan  tells  us,  that  some  were  made  after  the  death  of  Cormac, 

of  the  works  here  cited,  are  not  now  bringing  the  work  down  to  the  eleventh 

accessible  <to  the  society  of  which  he  is  century,  as  in  the  catalogue  of  the 

the   great   ornament;   but   we  must  archbishops  of  Armagh,  to  that  period ; 

hope,  however,  that  they  will  yet  be  and  it  is  stated  by  O'Halloran,  in  his 

found    either  on  the  Continent  or  in  History  of  Ireland,  that  the  Psalter  of 

some  private  hands.    Some  of  them  Cashel  was  also  called  the  Book  of 

may  be  in  the  hands  of  illiterate  per-  Munster,  and  that  he  had  in  his  pos- 

sons,  who  do  not  know  even  their  titles,  session  a  copy  of  it,  continued  by  some 

The  vicissitudes  of  our  race  have  been  anonymous  writer  down  to  the  reign  of 

so  great,  that  many  of  the  descendants  Mahon,  king  of  Munster,  in  the  latter 

of  those  that  were  learned  and  noble,  end  of  the  tenth  century  ;  and  he  also 

even  so  late  as  Dr.  K  eating's  day,  are  says,  that  the  Psalter  refers  more  par- 

now  sunk  very  low  in  the  scale  of  ticularly  to  the  history  of  Munster,  and 

worldly  position  and  education.     In  the  kings  of  the  race  of  Ileber.    Keat- 

the  hands  of  such  some  valuable  mauu-  ing  quotes  many  passages  from   the 

scripts  do  still  remain.     They  cling  to  Psalter  of  Cashel,  of  which  he  had  a 

them  as  to  the  household  gods  of  their  copy ;  and  Ware  mentions  it  as  extant 

family — as  mystic  witnesses  of  other  in  his  own  time,  and  held  in  great  esti- 

and  better  days.  mation,  and  that  he  had  got  collections 

I  cannot  conclude  these  remarks  upon  from  it;   Colgan,  Dr.  O'Connor,  and 

Irish  records,  without  noticing  the  val-  Bishop  Nicolson,  also  give  accounts  of 

oable  translation  of  that  part  of  the  an-  this  celebrated  work  ;  and  in  O'Reilly's 

nals  of  the  Four  Mastcrs,which  relates  to  Irish  writers,  at  the  year  908,  he  states 

the  transactions  in  Ireland  since   the  that  a  large  folio  MS.  in  Irish,  pre- 

English  Invasion,  made  by  Owen  Con-  served  in  the  library  of  Cashel,  was 

neian,Esq.,  with  valuable  annotations  by  transcribed  from  the  Psalter  of  Cashel, 

Philip  MacDermott,  Esq.,  which  was  which  was  extant  in  Limerick  in  the 

published  in  1840,  by  Mr.  Bryan  Ger-  year  1712.    The  original  Psalter  of 
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king  of  the  two  provinces  of  Munster  and  Archbishop  of  Casliel } 
the  "  Book  of  Armagh,"1"  the  Book  of  Cluain-Aidnech-Fintan,n, 

in  Lsix ;  the  Saltair  na  Rann,m  written  by  ^Engus  Céló  Dé,  or 
the  Cukke  ,■»  the  Book  of  Glen-da-loch  ;m  the  Book  of  Eights,111 

Cashel,  long  supposed  to  be  lost,  is  which  was  one  of  great  importance,  is 

stated  to  be  deposited  in  the  library  of  now    unknown. — 0' Donovan  s  Notes  to 

the  British  Museum  in  London,  and  the  Book  of  Rights. 

copies  of  it  are  said  to  be  in  the  Bod-  "*  Saltair  na  Rann,  translated  by 

leian  Library  at  Oxford,  and  in  the  duke  Dr.  Lynch  "Salterium  Rythmorum," 

of  Buckingham's  library  at  Stowe ;  bat  i.  e.  the  Metrical  Psalter.    "  A  cony 

it  is  to  be  observed  that  there  is  much  of  this,  on  vellum,  is  preserved  in  the 

uncertainty  as  to  those   statements ;  library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin." — 

however,  with  respect  to  the  contents  Dr.  &  Donovan's  Notes  to  the  Book  of 

of  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,  the  greater  Rights. 

part  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  Books  &  "  The  Feilire,  or  Festi  hfpj  of 

of  Leacan  and  Ballymotc. — Notes  to  JSngus  Célé  Dé,  a  celebrated  writer  of 

Connel!anfs   translation   of  the    Four  the  eighth  century,  who  was  abbot  of 

Masters.  Clonenagh,  in  the  diocese  of  Leighlin, 

1,7  The  Book  of  Armagh.  The  Book  and  Queen's  county,  and  who  was  a 
of  Armagh,  a  MSS.  of  the  7th  century,  native  of  Dalaradia,  in  the  county  of 
on  vellum,  in  Irish  and  Latin,  contains  Down,  in  Ulster  ;  he  was  a  man  of 
a  Life  of  St.  Patrick,  and  bis  Confes-  great  learning,  and  his  work  is  one  of 
sion,  or  a  sketch  of  his  Life  written  by  the  most  important  now  extant  on  the 
himself ;  also  a  Life  of  St.  Martin  of  Lives  of  the  ancient  Saints  of  Ireland, 
Tours;  a  copy  of  the  Gospels,  and  other  but  it  has  never  been  translated  or 
matters.  This  Book  is  mentioned  by  published ;  there  are  copies  of  it  in  the 
St  Bernard,  in  his  Life  of  St.  Malachy,  libraries  of  Trinity  College,  and  of  the 
archbishop  of  Armagh ;  it  was  a  pre-  Royal  Irish  Academy." — Connellan's 
cious  relic,  preserved  for  ages  in  a  sil-  Notes  to  the  Four  Masters. 
ver  shrine,  which  was  lost ;  and  in  B*  The  Book  of  Glcn-da-loch.  A  oon- 
modern  times  it  was  contained  in  a  siderable  portion  of  the  Book  of  Gten- 
case  of  leather,  of  elegant  workman-  dalough  is  preserved  in  the  library  of 
ship.  This  venerable  Book  was  kept  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
for  many  ceuturies  in  the  family  of  Mac-  m  The  Book  of  Rights,  called  in 
Moyre,  near  Armagh,  who  were  speci-  Irish  Leabhar-tta  g-Ceart,  was  first  writ- 
ally  appointed  for  its  stewardship;  but,  ten  in  the  fifth  century  by  St.  Benin, 
about  the  year  1680,  it  was  taken  to  or  Benignus,  the  successor  of  St.  Pa- 
London  by  Florence  MacMoyre,  who  trick,  as  archbishop  of  Armagh  ;  bat 
boing  in  great  poverty,  sold  it  for  £5  the  work  was  afterwards  enlarged,  with 
t<»  a  Mr.  Brownlow,  and  it  is  still  in  many  additions  made  by  other  write» 
the  i>ossession  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown-  to  the  twelfth  century.  It  gives  an 
low  of  Dublin.  An  account  of  the  account  of  the  Rights,  Revenues,  and 
Book  of  Armagh  is  given  by  Ware,  Tributes,  of  the  monarchs,  provincial 
Ussher,  and  Dr.  O'Connor,  and  copious  kings  and  princes.  It  forms  a  very 
extracts  from  it  have  been  translated  valuable  record  of  ancient  laws  ana 
and  published  in  that  learned  work,  the  regulations  in  Ireland.  Copies  of  it 
Irish  Antiquarian  Researches,  by  Sir  are  in  the  libraries  of  Trinity  CoHege, 
William  Bctham.  and  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  and 

"*  Tie  Book  of  Guam- Aidneeh-Fintan,  t'  ere  was  also  one  in  the  library  of  the 

i.  e.  the  u  Book  of  Clonenagh/1  a  monas-  late  Sir  William  Betham.—Cortnellan'i 

tery  near  Mountrath,  in   the  Queen's  Notes  to  the  Four  Masters. 

county,  erected  bv  St  Fintan.    Keat-  This  work  was  published  by  the  Oefc 

ing  elsewhere  calls  this  the  Annals  of  tic  Society  of  Dublin,  in  1847,  with  a 

Cfuain-Eidhneoh.      This   maaascript,  translation-  and  most  valmable  notes  by 
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'written  by  St  Benen  or  Benignus,  son  of  Sesguen ;  the  Uidhir 
of  Kiaran,  written  in  Cluain-rmc-Nois ;  the  Yellow  Book  of 
Holing  ;m  and  the  Black  Book  of  Molaga.  The  following  works 
are  contained  within  the  foregoing  compilation,  namely,  the  Book 

of  Conquests ;1M  the  Book  of  the  Provinces;"*  the  Book   of 
Beigns  ;m  the  Book  of  Epochs  ;m  the  Book  of  Synchronisms  ;m 

the  Book  of  Topography  ;"•  the  Book  of  Pedigrees"1  of  Women ; 

Dr.  O'Donovan.    It  is  one  of  the  most  from  numerous  records,  and  the  works 

useful  works  upon  Irish  antiquities  yet  of  the  bards,  &c,  and  gives  an  account 

published,  and  gives  a  clearer  insight  of  all  the  ancient  colonies  that  peopled 

into  the  civil  polity  and  the  internal  Ireland  and   made  conquests   in  the 

relations  of  the  Gaelic  tribes  with  one  country,  as  the  Partholanians,  Neme- 

soother,  than  can  be  gained  from  any  dians,  Fomorians,  Firbolg,  or  Belgians» 

modern  book  published  upon  the  sub-  Danans,  Milesians  and  Danes.    This 

ject    It  is  most  valuable,  also,  from  great  work  contains  vast  information 

its  defining  the  local  position  of  the  on  Irish  history  and  antiquities,  and 

various  tribes,  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  there  are  copies  of  it  in  Trinity  College 

century.  and  other  libraries  in  Dublin,  and  there 

m  The  Uidhir   Chiarain  (Ueer-Kee-  was  also  one  in  the  library  of  Sir  Wil- 

raum)  is  now  called  Lebhar  na  h-Uidhre  liam   Betham. — Nates    to   Connellan'$ 

(Lavar  or  Leourna  lieerie).    A  consid-  Four  Masters. 

erable    portion  of   this  MB.,  in  the  ■"  The  Lehhar  nag-Coigedh  (Leour 

handwriting  of  Maelmuiri  MacCuion  na  Gogueh,)  L  e.  the  Hook  of  the  Fifths, 

na  mBocht,  is  now  preserved  in  the  or  Provinces,  contains  the  genealogies 

library  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy. —  of  all  the  Gaelic  families  and  tribes  in 

(y Donovan.  each  province. 

Upon  it  the  following  note  is  made  in  m  The   Book   of  Reigns,  in   Irish 

the  annotations  to  Connellan's  Four  "  Beim  Bioghraidhe "  (Kaim  Reerce), 

Masters :    "  The  Leabhar  na-Huidhrc,  i.  e.  the  "  Royal  Series,"  or  Catalogue, 

still  extant,  is  an  ancient  Irish  MS.  writ-  was  written  in  the  11th  century,  by 

ten  on  vellum,  transcribed  from  an  old  Gilla  Caeimhghin  (Guilla  Keeveen),  or 

record  in  the  eleventh  century  by  Maol-  G ilia-Kevin,   a  celebrated    antiquary 

moire,  a  learned  scribe  of  the  abbey  of  and  bard  of  the  eleventh  century. 

Clonmacnois.     It  is  considered  a  very  1W  Leabhar  na  n-Aes  (Lcour  na  naisse), 

valuable   work,  and  contains,  amongst  i.  e.,  the  "  Book  of  the  Ages/' 

other  interesting  matters  on  Irish  his-  .   m  The  Book  of  Synchronisms,  i.  e. 

tory  and  antiquities,  a  very  curious  ac-  Lebhar  Comh-Aimserechta  (Leour  Cov- 

countoftheceraeteriesandsepulchersof  imsheraghta).      This  was    written  by 

the  pagan  kings  of  Ireland."  Flann  of  the  Monastery. 

01  The  Yellow  Book  of  St.  Moling  *  The  B>x)k<f  Tonography,  in  Irish 

and  the  Black  Book  of  St.  Molaga,  are  Leabhar    Dinn-Scncnas    (Deen    Shan- 

now  both  unknown. — 0' Donovan.  aghas),  was  originally  composed  in  the 

a  The  Book  of  Conquests,  in  Irish  6th  century,  by  Amergin,  chief  bard  to 

Lebhar  Gabhala  (Leour  or  Lavar  Gav-  the  monarch   Dermod,  at  Tara  ;  but 

exda)  is  called,  also,  The  Book  of  Inva-  many  additions  have  been  made  to  it 

tions.    Of  it,  an  account  is  given  in  by  later  writers.     This  celebrated  work 

O'Reilly's  Writers,  at  A.  I).  1632.     It  gives  an  account  of  noted  places,  as 

was  chiefly  compiled  by  the  O'Cleries  Fortresses,  Raths,  Cities,  Plains,  Mouu- 

of  Donegal,  in  the  beginning  of  the  17th  tains,  Lakes,  Rivers,  <fcc,  and  of  the 

century,  at  the  monastery  of  Lisgoole,  origin   of   their  names,   and   contains 

in  Fermanagh,  under  the  patronage  of  much  interesting  information  on  ancient 

Bryan  Roe  Maguire,  first  baron  of  En-  Irish  history  and  topography.     Copies 

niskiUea.      This   book  was  compiled  of  it  are  in  various  libraries,  and  a  copy 
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the  Book  of  Etymology;1*1  tne  Uraicephtlw  or  Grammar  of 
Kennfaela,  the  Learned ;  the  Amra1**  or  Elegy  on  St.  Cohimb- 
kille,  written  shortly  after  the  saint's  death,  by  Dalian  Forgail. 
Besides  the  Chief  Books,  or  Books  of  the  First  Class,  there  are 
many  historic  tales  to  be  seen  in  Ireland,  such  as  the  Battle1**  of  the 
Plain  of  Mocruimhi ;  the  Deaths1**  of  the  Heroes,  the  Battles  of 
Crina,1"  Finncora,1**  Ros-na-Righw,  Magh-Lena,M*  MaghM1-Rath, 
Magh-Tualaing,1"  and  a  multitude  of  otner  historic  tales  that  I 
shall  not  mention  here. 

The  historic  records  of  Ireland  must  be  considered  of  still 

of  the  original,  contained  in  a  vellum  m  Cath  Mvighe  Mucruimhe,  (Cak 

MS.  of  the  9th  century,  was  in  the  li-  Moy  Mocriwie),  i.  e.  the  Battle  of  the 

brary  of  the  late  Sir  William  Betham. —  Plain  of  Mucruimhi.     Of  this  and  the 

Notes  to  Connellan's  Four  Masters.  other  battles  and  events  commemorsv» 

01  The  Book  of  the  Pedigrees  of  wo-  ted  in  these  tales,  the  reader  will  find 

men,  i  e.  Lebhar  Bain-senchas  (Leour  the  particulars  in  the  /ollowing  pages. 

Banshanaghas).  I  give  here  but  the  pronunciation  of 

m  The  Book  of  Etymologies,  i.  e.  the  titles  of  the  works. 


u  Coir  na  n-Anmaun."  The  most  fa-  "■  Oighedh  na  g-curadh,  (Eeyeh  na 
moos  work  extant  in  the  Gaelic  tongue  euro),  1.  e.  the  Tragic  Fate  of  the 
upon  etymology,  is  the  Sanasan  Chor-    Knights. 


maic  or  Cormac's  Glossary,  originally  m  Cath  Crinna,  or  Crionna,  (CaA- 

contained  in  the  book  called  the  Psal-  Creena),  i  e.  the  Battle  of  Crina. 

tor  of  Cafthel.    It  is  the  work  of  Cor-  ■"  Cath  Fmncoradh,  (Fincora),  i.  e. 

mac   MacCulinan,  the  king-bishop  of  the  Battle  of  Finncoradh. 

the  two  Munstcrs.  "•  Cath  Ruis  na  Riogh,  (Cahrvthn* 

m  The   Uraicepht  of   Kennfaeladh,  ree ,)  i.  e.  the  Battle  of  Roe  na  riogd. 

styled  "  Foffhlamtha,"  (Fowlamfta)  i.  e.  **  Cath  Muighe  Lena,  (Cah  Moy- 

the   learned.      Kenfaeladh  MacOlilla,  Ittyna),    i.  e.,    "  the   Battle  of  Moy- 

i.  e.  son  of  Olioll  or  Olild,  called  by  the  lena." 

Four  Masters  "  a  paragon  of  wisdom,"  *"  Mueghe  Rath  (Moy  Raich),  i.  e. 

died  in  A.  D.  677.    He  lived  at  Daire  the  Battle  of  Magh  Rath. 

Lorain,  now  Derryloran,  in  the  countv  ■■  Magh  Tualang  (M  y  Tbofong), 

of  Tironc    The  •'  Uraicepht  na  n-Ei-  i.  e ,  the  Battle  of  the  Plain  of  Tim* 

ges  (Urrikepht  nan  Aigess),  i.  e.  "  the  lang. 

grammar  of  the  learned,"  was  not  com-  Numerous    copies   of  the   species 

posed  by  him.    It  was  first  composed  of    semi-historic     compositions    here 

by  either  Forchern  or  Ferchertni,  sages  alluded  to  still  exist,  in  every  possible 

of  pagan  times.     Kennfaeladh  is  said  variety    of   dialect,    from   that   now 

to  have  but  amended  it    Perhaps  it  spoken,  up  to  the  most  ancient  known, 

was  revised  to  suit  it  to  the  altered  They  were,  in  fact,  the  historic  ro- 

idiom  of  bis  day.  mantes    of    their    day ;    but,  though 

m  The    Elegy  Columkille,  in  Irish  much  interwoven  with  extravagant  no» 

*  Amhra  Choluim  Cilli  "  (Chcra-Collim  tion  and  often  very  florid  and  exaggern- 
Killi),  by  the  celebrated  chief  bard  ted  in  style  and  language,  according  to 
Dalian  Forgail,  has  recently  been  pub-  our  modern  ideas,  still,  recent  researches 
lished  bv  the  Celtic  Society  with  anno-  have  proved  many  of  them  to  bo 
tations  by  Dr.  O'Donovan.  The  com-  historically  correct  m  the  wia;Vi  fach 
mon  Irish  word  "  amhran  "  (ovnratcn),  they  record.  The  correctness  on  this 
a  song,  is  a  diminutive  of  "  amhra,"  point,  of  such  of  them  as  have  been 
which  being  itself  a  derivative  form,  translated,  and  critically  scrutinised, 
most  come  from  the  root  "  amar  "  or  has  been  most  satisfactorily  proved, 

*  amhar."  not  only  by  the  concurrent  testimony 
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greater  authority  when  we  consider  that  there  were  formerly 
more  than  three  hundred  ollamhs  of  history  in  this  country,  whose 

sale  business  it  was  to  preserve  the  traditions  of  the  nation,  and 
who  were  maintained  by  the  noblemen  of  Ireland  for  that  pur- 

of  on  ample  and  strictly  unadorned  the  pyramids  by  the  Boyne  and  the  re- 
«nais,  but  by  the  exactitude   with  mains  at  Tara,  Talti,  Cruacha,  and  at 
which  they  describe  local  scenery,  the  Eman  Macha,  more  than  sufficiently 
sites  of  ancient  royal  residences,  forts,  bear  out  the  truth  of  tfafe  main  facts, 
artificial  lakes,  mounds,  tombs  of  heroes,  recorded  by  those  bards  of  these  old 
cemeteries,  sites  of  battles,  Ac.,  the  races?    Can  any  Zoilus  of  history  now 
remains  of  which  still  exist,   luckily  rob  us  of  our  traditions  by  unfair  and 
for  our  ancient  history,  that  is  yet  to  one-sided  criticisms  upon  the  narra- 
be  written.    The  recent  Ordnance  Sur-  tions  of  our  Shanachies,  or  can  any  puV 
vey   of  Ireland    has   unintentionally  fering  MacPherson  again  attempt  to 
done  us  this  good.    It  has  summoned  steal  our  bards  and  our  heroes,  and,  by 
up  the  shades  of  the  heroes  of  olden  a  literary  swindle,  attempt  to  impose 
time  from  the  earn  and  the  oromleac,  them  on  the  world  as  the  natives  or  his 
from  the  rath,  the  cathair,  and  mono-  own  land  ? — Some  of  our  documents 
mental   mound,  where   they   so.  long  have   at   length  been  published  and 
hare  slept,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  translated,  so  that  all  may  see  and  read 
truthfulness  of  their  faithful   Shana-  them ;   and   ancient   monuments  are 
dues.    It  has  established  landmarks  to  found  to  be  still  in  existence,  that  agree 
guide  future  historians  in  their  seleo-  exactly  with  the  descriptions  given  of 
tions  from  our  written  records.  them  in  these  same  documents.    Let 
When  Greek  bards  tell  us  of  the  tomb  the  critics  and  the  cavillers,  then,  read 
of  Achilles,  of  Oydopean  Tiryns,  or  of  and  compare   facts,   and   appeal   no 
Thebce,  of  the  hundred  gates,  and  her  longer  to  scholastic  prejudice  and  con» 
counties  car-borne  warriors,  we  must  jectural  suppositions.    I  would  but 
surely  believe  that   the   hero  of  the  refer  to  the  "Antiquities  of  Tara  Hill," 
Iliad  fought  and  fell  beneath  the  Tro-  written  by  that  most  critically  severe 
jan  walls,  that  neither  the  Cyclopean  and  most  learned  of  antiquarians,  Dr. 
nor  Egyptian  cities  were  creations  of  Petrie,  and  to  his  "  Round  Towers,"  or 
exalted  fantasy,  when  we  find  the  se-  to  the  "  Battle  of  Magh  Hath,"  and 
pulchral  mound  of  that  swift-footed  chief-  the  various  recent  publications  of  the 
tain  still  rearing  its  head  there,  where  Irish  Archaeological  and  Celtic  Socie- 
the  bards  described  it,  upon  the  Phry-  ties,  or  to  even  that  one  volume  of  the 
gian  shore — when  we  sec  that  time-  Ordnance    Survey,  published  by  the 
scorning  fortress,  built  by  the  lightning-  English  Government,  in  order  to  con- 
forgers,  still  frowning  from  its  Argolic  vince  the  most  sceptical  inquirer,  if  he 
height,  and  when  we  find  wondrous  will  only  take  the  trouble  to  read  the 
Egypt,  of  monumental  story,  still  pro-  books, — that  is,  if  he  be  not  uncandid 
claiming  unquestioned,  her  olden  magni-  and    prejudiced  as  well  as  sceptical, 
ficence. — Why  then  question  the  truth  and    be  neither  too  unintelligent   to 
of  the  Gaelic  bards,  when  they  tell  us  of  form  an  opinion  nor  too  lazy  to  learn, 
the  deeds  of  Partholan,  the  civilizer, and  The  publication  of   the   historic  ro- 
of his  predecessors,  the  hunters  of  Kical,  mances  that  still  remain  to  us,  would 
the  short-legged — when  they  sing  of  the  be  of  the  greatest  utility  to  the  Irish 
Fomorian  rovers,  of  the  warlike  Ne-  historian,  not  only  from  their  explain- 
medians  and  Belgians,  of  the  Mystic  in*  and  giving  reasons  for  many  of  the 
Danaans,  that  eacn  in  their  turn  sue-  bald  facts  recorded  in  the  annals,  but 
ceededa*  conquerors  ofEri,or  of  our  own  from  the  insight  they  give  into  the 
paternal  ancestors,  the  sons  of  Miledh  manners  and  customs  of  our  ancestors. 
of  Spain  ?    Do  not  the  monuments  at  It  is  from  them  alone  that  the  future 
Tor-fnis  and  at  Ailech-Neid — do  not  historian  of  Ireland,  in  her  younger 
5 


#. 


lxvi  db.  kxating's  preface. 

pose ;  and  that  the  records  compiled  by  them  were  examined, 
and  sanctioned  periodically  by  the  nobility  and  clergy.  They 
must  receive  additional  credit  from  their  great  antiquity,  as  well 
as  from  the  feet  that  they  had  never  been  interrupted  or  destroyed 
by  the  tyranny  of  foreigners.  For,  although  the  Scandinavians 
continued  for  a  long  time  to  occusion  troubles  in  Ireland,  stilly 
there  were  so  many  ollamhs  employed  in  recording  its  history, 
that  the  principal  part  of  its  annals  have  been  saved,  though 
these  Northern  pirates  carried  off  a  great  number  of  historic 
books.  But,  the  other  nations  of  Europe  were  not  equally 
fortunate  in  this  respect,  for  the  Romans,  Gauls,  Goths,  Vandals, 
Saxons,  Saracens,  Moors,  and  Scandinavians  destroyed  their 
traditional  records  in  their  several  incursions.  But,  none  of  these 
plunderers  had  ever  conquered  Ireland,  even  according  to  Cam- 
orensis,14*  who  tells  us  that  Ireland  had  been  always  free  from 
the  incursions  of  any  enemies  by  whom  its  history  or  antiquities 
could  be  destroyed — a  thing  that  was  not  the  case  with  any  other  i 
European  nation.  For  this  reason  also,  do  I  conceive,  that  the  1 
traditions  of  Ireland  are  more  worthy  of  credit  than  those  of 
any  country  in  Europe.  Add  to  this  the  feet,  that  it  had  been 
repeatedly  arranged,  and  expurgated,  first  by  St.  Patrick,  and 
then  by  tne  holy  clergy  of  the  Irish  nation. 

The  reader  must,  however,  observe  that  I  have  made  some 
change  in  the  number  of  years  assigned  to  the  reigns  of  some  of 
a  few  of  the  pagan  kings  of  Ireland ;  thus  departing  from  the 
"  Eeim  Righraiahe"  {Raim  Reerec),  or  "  Royal  Catalogue."  and 
several  of  tne  poems  composed  thereon.  My  reason  for  wis  is, 
because  I  do  not  find  them  to  agree  in  the  number  from  Adam 
to  the  birth  of  Christ  with  any  foreign  writer  whatsoever  of  au- 
thority: and  again,  because  there  appears  an  improbability  in  the 
number  of  years  dotted  to  some  or  them;  for  instance,  Siorna,- 
(Sheerna,)  tne  long-lived,  to  whom  is  assigned  a  reign  of  an 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  Notwithstanding  this,  we  read  in  the 
old  Book  of  Conquests,  that  this  Siorna  was  one  hundred  years 
old  before  he  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  so  if  I  made 
him  reign  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  more,  no  one  would  believe 

days,  can  learn  how  to  portray  his  phor.    The  inflated  style  seems  to  baft 

characters  in  appropriate  costume,  and  been  engrossed  "by  the  Sgel  Fiannaid» 

present  them  to  his  readers  in  lifelike  hechta  (Sgail  Ftenemzhla)  or  prose  ro- 

lineaments.  It  is  ako  a  strange  fact  con-  manoe ;  and  even  of  tne  latter,  the  ear- 

nected  with  Gaelic  literature,  that  our  lier  versions  are  nearly  free  from  the 

writers  should  have  expended  nearly  all  extravaganza  that  pervaded  too  many 

their  genius  for  hyperbole  in  these  prose  of  those  of  more  recent  date, 

tales  now  spoken  o£    Their  metrical  m  Hibernia  ab  initio  ab  omni  alisn- 

oompositionsor  "  duans,"  areaingularly  arum  gentium  incursu  libera  permaa* 

simple  in  language  and  chaste  in  metsr  sit 
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me.  Therefore,  I  allow  him  but  twenty-one  years,  in  which  I 
am  borne  out  by  a  poem  upon  his  reign ;  the  propriety  of  this 
change  must  be  obvious  to  the  reader.  Again,  though  Cobthach 
Cael-Breagh  (Cowhagh  Kael  Braw)  is  made  to  reign  fifty  years, 
yet  we  must  allow  him  but  thirty ;  for,  Moriath,  the  daughter  of 
Scoriath,  king  of  Corca  Duibni,  fell  in  love  with  Maen,  other- 
wise called  Labraidh  Loingsech,  whilst  he  was  in  exile,  and  she 
married  him  on  the  death  of  Cobthach,  after  which  she  bore  him 
several  children.  Now,  if  Cobthach  had  reigned  fifty  years,  this 
lady  must  have  been  sixty,  previous  to  her  bearing  cnildren  to 
Labraidh  Loingsech ;  as  such  could  not  be  the  fact,  it  was  im- 
possible for  Coothach  to  have  reigned  fifty  years. 

I  would  in  like  manner,  and  for  similar  reasons,  change  the 
dates  of  the  reigns  of  some  of  the  other  kings  that  ruled  Ireland 
before  the  introduction  of  the  Faith.  Yet,  1  do  not  attribute  the 
discrepancy  in  dates,  that  causes  me  to  do  this,  to  any  want  of 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  antiquaries ;  for  I  think  it  was  more 
owing  to  the  ignorance  of  ihe  transcribers,  whose  only  science  was 
penmanship.1  .  Moreover,  since  the  time  that  the  governments 

m  Penmanship.    Of  this  art,  as  prac-  school,  and  of  which  I  believe  the  only 

ticed  in  Ireland  daring  the  days  of  her  other  specimens  are  to  be  found  in  the 

freedom,  the  earliest  authenticated  spe-  Psalter  of  St.  John's  College,  Cam- 

cimen  extant  is  said  to  be  the  Book  of  bridge,  and  at  St  Gall ;  the  latter, 

Kelk.  It  is  thus  noticed  in  a  recent  essay  however,  being  far  inferior  in  execution 

upon  the  Historic  literature  of  Ireland,  to  those  in  the '  Book  of  KehV    The 

and  the  publications  of  the  Archaeologi-  various  readings  of  this  manuscript  are 

eal  Society,  published  in  Dublin  in  1851:  as  important  as  its  ornamental  details, 

•*  This  venerable  and  splendid  volume  is  and  in  it  is  to  be  found  the  celebrated 

now  preserved  among  tne  manuscripts  of  passage  asserting  the  divinity  of  the 

the  University  of  Dublin."    "  Ireland,"  Holy  Ghost,  which  has  hitherto  been 

says  a  late  English  writer, "  may  justly  considered  as  unique  in  the  Silver  Gos- 

be  proud  of  the '  Book  of  Kells.'    This  pels,  at  Vercelli.    It  occurs  in  St.  John 

copy  of  the  Gospels,  traditionally  as-  lii.   5,  6,  (fo.  297,  v.)     These  words 

eerted  to  have  belonged  to  St.  Columba,  were  struck  out  by  the  Arians,  and 

is  unquestionably  the  most  elaborately  ex-  Father  Simon  asserted  that  there  was 

«utea  manuscript  of  early  art  now  in  no   Latin  manuscript  in  existence  in 

«fi  tence,  far  excelling,  in  the  gigantic  which  they  were  to  be  found." — PaUto- 

size  of  the  letters  in  the  frontispiece  of  graphia  Sacra  Pktoria,  by  I.  0.  West- 

tte  Gospel,  the  excessive  minuteness  of  wood,  P.L.S.    London,  1845.      This 

&e  ornamental  details,  the  number  of  learned  writer  also  tells  us,  that  "  at  a 

rts  decorations,  the  fineness  of  the  wri-  period  when  the  fine  arts  may  be  said 

^0?  and  the  endless  variety  of  initial  to  have  been  almost  extinct  in  Italy 

capital  letters,  with  which  every  page  and  other  parts  of  the   Continent — 

^ornamented  ;  the  famous  Gospels  of  namely,  from  the  fifth  to  the  end  of  the 

kndislarne,  in  the  Cottonian  Library,  eighth  century — a  style  of  art  had  been 

™  tbia  manuscript  is  still  more  valu-  established  and  cultivated  in  Ireland, 

able  on  account  of  the  various  pictorial  absolutely  distinct   from   that  of  all 

^presentations  of  different  scenes  in  other  parts    of 'the  civilized    world. 

«*  life  of  our  Saviour,  delineated  in  a  There  is  abundant  evidence  to  prove 

style  totally  unlike  that  of  every  other  that  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  conturiee 
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of  Ireland  fell  into  the  hands  of  strangers,  the  Irish  have  left  off 
the  triennial  examination  of  their  historic  records,  which  they 
had  been  more  anciently  accustomed  to  make,  and  the  ollamhs 
also,  have  been  negligent  and  careless  in  the  preservation  and 
correction  of  the  annals,  since  they  lost  the  "  termonn"  lands,  and 
other  immunities  that  they  formerly  received  from  the  Gaels  for 
keeping  up  their  history.  Besides,  there  has  been  such  incessant 
dissensions  between  the  Gaels  and  their  foreign  invaders,  since 
then,  that  the  ollamhs144  have  been  discouraged  from  periodically 
examining  and  amending  the  ancient  records,  as  was  their 
wont. 

Should  any  one  wonder  at  the  disagreement  between  Borne 
historians  in  the  computation1*  of  the  time,  from  Adam  to  the 
birth  of  Christ,  he  will,  perhaps,  get  over  his  surprise,  if  he  will 
but  consider  that  but  few  European  authors  are  of  accord,  in 

the  art  of  ornamenting  manuscripts  of  noble  as  his  chieftain,  and  had  as  foil  a 

the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and  especially  right  to  his  portion  of  the  common  in- 

of  the  Gospels,  had  attained  a  perfec-  heritance.    They  were  not  the  serfs  or 

tion  in  Ireland  almost  marvellous,  and  boors  of  any  lord  of  strange  blood, 

which  in  after-ages  was  adopted  and  They  obeyed  their  ruler  as  the  elected 

imitated  by  the  Continental  Schools  representative  of  their  common  ances- 

visited  by  the  Irish  missionaries    Sever-  tor.    For  this  purpose  did  they  hunt 

alofthe  finest  facsimiles  given  by  Astle  down  our  Seanachies,  and  for  this,  seek 

as  Anglo-Saxon,  are  from  Irish  manu-  to  destroy  all  our  written  records,  and 

scripts;  a  id    thus    Sylvestre,  who  has  worse  than  all,  for  this  reason  did  they 

copied  them,  has  falle  <  into  the  same  er-  seek  and  do  still  seek  to  demoralize  ana 

r*.r ;  whilst  Wa>Jey,  Casley,  and  others,  brutalize  onr  noble  race.    In  this  latter 

appear  never  to  have  had  a  suspicion  of  they  have,  in   some   instances,  been 

a  classic  school  of  art  m  Ireland but  too  successful.    Ignorance,  want 

This  venerable  volume  is  credibly  be-  and  hunger,  are  feartul  brutaliaers  of 
lieved  to  have  been  the  companion  of  humanity.  Still,  enough  of  the  old 
Columbaor  Colum-Cilli,  the  Irish  saint,  nation  has  remained  pure  and  undeJQed, 
who  first  spread  the  light  of  the  truth  and  may  yet  elevate  those  to  their  nato- 
through  tne  Pagan  district  of  Scot-  ral  manhood  and  to  a  noble  brother- 
land."  hood  as  freemen.  It  rests  with  time 
m  Ollamhs.  Against  no  class  of  her  to  prove  whether  the  base  and  meroi- 
pcople  did  the  English  law  rage  with  less  tyrants  have  succeeded  in  destroy- 
more  violence  than  against  the  bards  and  ing  our  birth-rights,  and  whether, 
Seanachies  ;  and  none  were  hunted  down  stranger  robbers  as  they  are,  they  shall 
more  relentlessly  by  the  bloodhound  continue  forever  to  enjoy  in  peace  the 
myrmidons  of  our  tyrants.  In  fact,  it  green  land,  which  is  our  national  ill- 
was  necessary  for  the  perpetration  of  heritance,  and  whether  they  shall  be 
their  wholesale  plunder,  ana  for  the  im-  allowed  forever  to  grind  down  our  bretfc- 
position  of  feu  lal  landlordism,  in  the  ren  between  the  hard  millstones  of  frno- 
place  of  the  tribe-ownership  of  the  Gaels,  ranee  and  want  Perhaps,  after  all,  so 
that  the  members  of  tne  free  clans  blind  are  the  ways  of  men,  they  have 
should  not  be  reminded  of  their  ancestral  but  prepared  an  instrument  for  their 
rights,  by  hearing  their  pedigrees  reci-  own  fearful  punishment 
ted  by  the  professional  historians.  m  Computation  of  Time.  A  Dr. 
They  would  lain  have  them  forget  that,  Of  Conner  has  the  following  observations 
as  tribes-men,  each  individual  was  as  upon  this  subject  in  his  notes  to  the 
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their  calculations  of  the  same  time.  As  an  instance  of  such  dis- 
agreement amongst  the  Ufcifc  of  writers,  I  here  give  down  the 
computations  of  the  following  distinguished  authorities : 

Hebrew  Authors.  Greek  Authors.  Latin  Authors. 

Baabederhelm,  3518  Metrodorus,           5000      St  Jerome,  3941 

The  Talmudista,  3784  Busebius,               5199      St.  Augustine,  5351 

The  New  Rabbins,  3760  Theophilus,             5476      Isodorus,  5270 

Babbi  Nason,  3740                                                 Orosius,  5199 

Babbi  Moses,  4058                                               Beda,  3962 

Rabbi  Levi,  3786                                                Alphonsus,  5984 

Joeephus,  4192 

Since  these  writers  disagree  so  much  in  their  Chronology  from 
Adam  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  should 
be  some  discrepancies  amongst  Irish  Antiquarians  upon  the  same 
point.  Yet,  I  nave  not  met  with  any  computation  amongst  them 
more  correct  than  that  of  those  who  reckon  4,052  years  from  the 
Creation  to  the  Incarnation,  wherefore,  in  giving  the  dates  of  our 
monarchs,  in  their  proper  places  in  the  margin  of  this  work,  I 
intend  to  follow  whatever  received  authority  comes  nearest  to 
this  number. 

It  may  seem  surprising  to  some  persons  that  I  should  quote  so 

Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  in  the  The  accuracy  of  ancient  dates  being 

Stowe  catalogue,  p.  114,  No.  2 : —  considered  apocryphal,  we  are  driven, 

"  The  Europeans  had  no  chronology  says  Dr.  O'Donovan,  "  to  regard  the 

before  the    conquest  of    Darius  the  catalogue  of  kings,  given   by  Gilla- 

Mede,  by  Cyrus,  58  years  before  Christ  Caemain  and  others,  as  an  attempt  at 

The  chronology  we  now  have  of  more  reducing  to  chronological  order  the  ao- 

ancient  times  is  technical,  and  has  been  cumulated  traditions  of  the  poets  and 

brought  to  a  great  degree  of  accuracy  scanachies  of  Ireland.     But  that  a  list 

by  Pelagius  and  Usher.    Polybius  says  of  Irish  monarchs  was  attempted  to  be 

that  Ephrus,  the  disciple  of  lacerates  made  out,  at  a  very  early  t>eriod,  is  now 

and  historian  of  Cuma;,  was  the  first  generally  admitted  by  the  best  anti- 

who  attempted  to  reduce  chronology  quarians.     Mr.  Pinkerton,  who  denies 

to  a  regular  science,  in  the  time   of  to  the  Irish  the  use  of  letters  before 

Philip  of  Macedon,  about  350  years  their  conversion  to  Christianity,  still 

before  Christ.    The  Arundeliau  mar-  admits  the  antiquity  of  their  list  of 

bles,  which  were  composed  sixty  years  kings."      "  Foreigners,"    he    remarks, 

after  the  death  of  Alexander,  take  no  "  may  imagine  that  it  is  granting  too 

notice  of  Olympiads.     There  are  no  much  to  the  Irish,  to  allow  them  lists 

fixed  epochs  in  Herodotus  or  Thucydi-  of  kings  more  ancient  than  those  of  any 

des.     Timaeus  of  Sicily,  who  flourished  other  country  in  modern  Europe  ;  but 

in  the  129th  Olympiad,  or  about  the  the  singularly  compact  and  remote  sit- 

middle  of  the  3d  century  before  Christ,  uation  of  that  island,  and  its  freedom 

was  the  first  who  attempted  to  estab-  from  Roman  conquest,  and  from  the 

lifh  an  era,  by  comparing  the  dates  of  concussions  of  the  fall  of  the  Roman 

the  Olympiads,  Spartan  Kings,  Arch-  empire,  may  infer  this  allowance  not 

ons  of  Athens  ami  Brestresses  of  Inon,  too  much.     But  all  contended  for  is  the 

which  he  adapted  to-  one  another,  ac-  list  of  kings,  so  easily  preserved  by  the 

cording  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  repetition  of  bards  at  nigh  solemnities, 

Where  he  left  off,  Polybius  began."  and  some  grand  events  of  history ;  for, 
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many  ran7i514T  or  stanzas  from  the  Sepchas \or  Shanghas  as  now 
pronounced}  in  proof  of  my  history  p%ut  they  must  remember 
that  the  autnors  of  our  history  composed  the  greater  part  of  their 
works  in  verse.  It  was  thus,  they  considered,  that  it  would  be 
less  subject  to  adulteration  or  change;  thus,  they  also  thought 
would  tne  historic  students  be  better  able  to  commit  the  recorded 

to  expect  a  certain  detail  and  regular  to  make  their  progenitors  out  to  have 

order  in  the  Pagan  history  of  Ireland  been  naked  savages.    The  "  Barbari " 

were  extravagant."  could  not,  however,  have  been  savages. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  earlier  No  savages  could  have  met  the  discip- 

Irish  annalists  and    Scanachies    had  lined  legions  of  Rome.    A  regiment  of 

arranged  their  chronology  after  the  the  inhabitants  of  the  most  enervated 

same  manner  as  Timseus,  by  compar-  of  any  of  the  cities  of  modern  Europe, 

ing  the  various  genealogical  tables,  and  would  be  an  overmatch  for  an  army  of 

the  historic  "duans."    The  translator  savages.     Is  there   any   trustworthy 

holds  that  the  Irish  Sacerdotal  and  evidence  that  any  nation  of  white  men 

Bardic  castes  had    always   possessed  was  ever  discovered  in  a  totally  savage 

copies  of  these  rolls   and    auans  in  state  ?    I,  of  course,  do  not  mean  that 

written  or  inscribed  characters.    Dr.  state  of  savagery  that  is  produced  by 

O'Donovan  has,  in  his  opinion,  given  the  tyranny  of  one  class  of  white  men 

too  much  to  modern  scepticism,  and  to  over  another.    Such  as  those  victims 

that  criticism  that  will  allow  no  civili-  of  monopoly,  the  law-made  and  rum- 

zation  to  western  Europe,  but  what  made  savages  of  England,  Scotland, 

came  from  Greece  or  Rome,  whep  he  and  Ireland,  who  are  sunk  by  their 

admits  the  possibility  of  the  Pagan  civilized  fcUovr-Chrigtians,  far  beneath 

Priesthood  of  Ireland's  having  only  re-  any  ancient  Briton  or  Gael  ever  im- 

ceived  the  use  of  letters  in  the  days  agined  by  poet  or  by  painter.    Sink 

of  Cormac  MacArt — Were  the  silent  far  below  tne  level  of  tne  Red  Hunter 

letters  all  pronounced  in  the  days  of  of  the  American  wilderness,  and  of 

that  king?    Unless  they  were,  he  does  the   brave   Kaffir,  of  South  Africa. 

not  know  how,  unless  by  divine  and  More  wretched  than  even  Negro  or 

special  inspiration,  the  Irish  system  of  Hottentot,  or  than  any  other  specimen 

orthography  could  have  been  arrang-  remaining  of  the  "  Prisca  gene  morta- 

ed  since  then,  without  the  aid  of  the  Hum." 

comparative   etymologist     In  truth,  "  Ranns. — In  a  former  note  mention 

modern  science  is  over  vain  of  its  ac-  has  been  made  of  the  great  simplicity  of 

quisitions.     It    is    scarcely    credible  the  style  of  these  "  ranns,"  or  "  duane," 

that  the  priesthood  of  any  Caucas-  as  contrasted    with   the   historic  ro- 

ian  nation  that  left  the  East  after  they  mances.    The  word  "  rann,"  anciently 

had  been  first  made  known,  could  ever  "  rand,"  means  "  stanza,"  or  division. 

have  entirely  lost  the  use  of  letters.  It  comes  from  "rainn,"  divide  thou. 

The  Irish  written  tongue  shows  by  in-  It  may  have  some   analogy  with  tne 

ternal   evidence,  that   the   men  who  English  "  rant,"  and,  through  "  rung/' 

had  the  guardianship  of  its  traditions,  which  translates  it  when  applied  to 

never   did    lose    that   science.     The  the  division  or  steps  of  a  ladder,  with 

masses  might  have  been,  and  were,  no  "  stave,"  which  translates  its  meaning 

doubt,  ignorant  and  savage  enough,  when  applied  to  a  poetic  stanza.    Both 

but  the  priests  could  scarcely  have  been  the  word  "  stave"  and  "rann"  may 

so.    Even  the  former  could  not  have  have  orignated  from  having  such  Stan» 

been  so  degraded  and  ignorant  as  they  zas  formerly  scored    on  "  rungs,"  or 

are  today,  in  this  age  of  progression.  "  staves."    That  Irish  character  called 

Modern  men  of  science,  and  English-  ogham   (otcam)  seems  to  have    bean 

men,  more  especially,  are  most  anxious  specially  invented  for  that  purpoan. 
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facts  to  memory.  %  wa%£pm  having  been  compiled  in  metrical 
stanzas  that  the  title  of^Mkttr  na  Temrach,  i:  e.,  "  Psalter  of  Tern- 
hair"  or  Tara,  was  riveilMtarthat  first  class  record  that  was  pres- 
erved in  the  custody  of  the  Irish  monarch's  own  chief  Ollamh: 
for  the  same  reason  was  the  title  of  SaUair  Casil,i.  e.,  "Psalter 
of  Cashel,"  given  to  the  chronicle  of  Cormac  Mac  Cullinan,  and 
that  of  "  SaUair  na  Bann"  to  the  Chronicle  of  Aengus,  the  Culdee : 
for  the  word  Sailm  means  a  Psalm,  that  is,  a  poem  or  verse,  so 
"  Saltair"  means  a  "  psaltery, "  that  is,  a  book  containing  many  poems 
or  verses.  Since  then  the  very  marrow  of  the  historic  transac- 
tions of  the  Irish  is  preserved  in  such  duans148  or  poems,  I  have 
deemed  it  right  to  rest  upon  their  authority  in  writing  this 
History.' 

Some  people  are  amazed  at  the  fact  that  it  should  be  possible 
for  any  person  to  trace  his  pedigree14*  up  to  Adam.  My  answer 
to  these  is,  that,  for  the  Gaels,  it  was  not  difficult  to  do  so;  be- 
cause from  the  time  of  Graedal  or  Gael,  their  great  ancestor,  these 
Gaels  or  Gaedalians  constantly  had  their  Druids,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  preserving  their  genealogies  and  in  recording  their  ex- 
ploits, during  their  several  migrations,  and  even  until  they  arrived 
m  Ireland ;  as  shall  be  seen  from  the  following  history.  Besides, 
they  were  a  nation  fond  of  science,  for  it  was  by  his  science  that 
Niul,  the  father  of  Gaedal  obtained  all  his  wealth.  Moreover, 
the  preservation  of  their  genealogies  was  rendered  the  more  easy, 
by  tneir  having  remained  for  so  long  a  period  in  possession  of 
the  same  country  and  by  the  excellence  of  those  ordinations  for 
preserving  thei*  traditions,  which  I  have  already  mentioned.  The 


**  "  Duan"  (dooan),  means  a  "  poem."  able  to  trace  its  pedigree  to  the  ances- 
The  poet  Burns,  and  some  others,  have  tor  of  the  Gaelic  nation.  A  tribe  could 
made  the  word  English.  It  shall  be  used  not  lose  its  pedigree  with  impunity, 
sometimes  in  this  translation.  "  Laeidh  There  were  too  many  of  its  kindred 
(  lay  ),  is  also  an  old  Irish  word  tribes  watching  to  seize  its  lands  in  de- 
fer a  piece  of  poety.  The  English  fault  of  title,  nor  could  a  stranger-tribe 
word  "  lay "  translates  it  exactly  ;  the  usurp  the  pedigree  of  another  older 
word  is  pure  Gaelic  and  is  found  in  our  tribe.  Too  many  interests  would  be 
oldest  books.  encroached  on  by  such  usurpation,  and 

m  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  third  it  would  of  course  be  resisted.    The 

part  for  observations  upon  the  Gaelic  The  female  children  being    excluded 

pedigrees.    They  constitute,  probably,  from  the  inheritance    of   lands,  was 

the  most  authentic  portion  of  our  his-  another  great  means  of  preserving  the 

tory.    The  freedom  of  each  tribesman,  pedigrees  pure  from  foreign  admixture, 

and  his  share  in  the  tribe-land,  depend-  Dr.  Keating  is  not  happy  in  his  allu- 

ing  upon  his  being  able  to  prove  his  sion  to  the  Saxon  pedigree,  which  he 

descent  from  the  common  ancestor  of  has  given.     The  Saxon  cared  little 

the  tribe,  it  was  not  possible  that  it  for  long  descent.     Harold,   their  last 

been  could  have  forgotten  or  corrupted,  king,  was  of  the  race  of  serfs.     No 

In  the  same  manner,  the  freedom  of  the  such  thing  could  by  any  possibility  hap- 

ichole  tribe  depended  upon  its  being  pen  among  the  Gaels. 
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following  specimen  is  from  a  British  author,  ^rho  traces  the  gene- 
alogy of  a  king  of  Britain  up  to  Adam.-  From  it,  the  leader  may 
perceive  that  it  may  be  possible  for  the  Gaels  to  do  the  same 
thing.  The  name  of  the  author  is  Assents,  and  that  of  the 
is  Aelfred  or  Alfred. 


Aelfred,  son  of 
AethelwolfJ  son  of 
Egbert,  son  of 
Aethelmund,  son  of 
Eafa,  son  of 
Eowa,  son  of 
Ingild,  son  of 
Coenred,  son  of 
Ceolwald,  son  of 
Cudam,  son  of 
Outhwin,  son  of 
Ceaulin,  son  of 


Cynric,  son  of 
Creoda,  son  of 
Cerdic,  son  of 
Elesa,  son  of 
Gewis,  son  of 
BrondL,  son  of 
Belde,  son  of 
Woden,  son  of 
Frithilwald,  son  of 
FrealafJ  son  of 
Frithilwulf,  son  of 
FingodwulfJ  son  of 


Geada,  son  of 
Caetwa,  son  of 
Beawa,  son  of 
Sceldwea,  son  of 
Heremod,  son  of 
Itermod,  son  o 
Hathra,  son  of 
Huala,  son  of 
Bedwig,  son  of 
Japhet,  son  of 
Noah,  son  of 


I  think  that  there  is  no  fair  and  impartial  reader  who  may 
have  to  examine  into  the  History  of  Ireland,  but  will  be  satisfied 
with  what  I  have  stated  in  this  prefatory  vindication :  but  if  he 
be  not  content  with  what  I  have  nere  said,  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
beyond  my  abilities  to  give  him  satisfaction.  I  therefore  take  mj 
leave  of  him,  and  beg  of  him  to  excuse  me  if  I  have  been  extra* 
vagant  in  anything  that  I  have  said  in  this  book,  for  if  there  be 
aught  that  is  reprehensible  therein,  it  is  not  through  maliCQ 
that  I  have  inserted  it,  but  through  want  of  knowledge. 

Your  very  humble, 

And  ever  faithful  friend, 

Jeoffrey  Keating. 

P.S.  The  following  history  is  divided  into  two  volumes.  The 
first  of  these  contains  the  events  that  took  place  in  Ireland  from 
the  days  of  Adam  to  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick.  The  second 
treats  of  the  events  that  happened  from  the  arrival  of  that  saint, 
down  to  the  invasion  of  the  English — in  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  said  events. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1629. 


A 

* 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES  TO  PREFACE. 


1.  "  The  Culdees.  The  name  Culdee,  Lives  of  Irish  Saints,  etc.,  is  supposed 
m  Irish  Ceile  De  (Kaili  Dai),  is  derived  to  have  been  a  Culdee.  The  Culdees 
from  Ceili,  a  servant,  and  De,  of  God,  are  mentioned  in  the  Annals  of  the 
and  therefore  signified  a  servant  of  God,  Four  Masters,  and  of  Ulster,  at  AJX, 
or  holy  man.  By  the  Latin  writers  920,  in  which  it  is  recorded  that  God- 
frey were  called  Colidei,  Culdei,  and  frey,  king  of  the  Danes  of  Dublin, 
Kefidei,  and  sometimes  Deiclce.  The  plundered  Armagh,  but  he  spared  the 
Colidei  or  Culdees  are  mentioned  by  churches  and  Colidei.  It  appears  from 
Gtmbrensis  and  various  other  ancient  Lanigan  and  other  authorities,  that  the 
writers,  and  by  several  Scotch  Histo-  Culdees  were  not,  strictly  speaking, 
runs  they  are  mentioned  as  monks  in  monks,  neither  were  they  members  of  the 
Scotland  as  early  as  the  fourth  and  fifth  parochial  clergy,  but  were  a  description 
centimes  ;  but  the  statements  of  John  of  secular  priests  called  secular  canons, 
of  Fordun,  Hector  Boctius,  and  others,  — attached  to  cathedrals  or  collegiate 
are  entirely  contradicted  by  the  learned  churches,  called  prebendaries ;  and  al- 
Lanigan  ;  Smith,  in  his  Life  of  St.  Co-  though  bound  by  rules  peculiar  to 
lumkille,  and  Jamieson,  in  his  History  themselves,  they  belonged  to  the  secular 
of  the  Culdees,  have  maintained  that  clergy, and  are  to  be  distinguished  from 
they  were  Columbian  monks,  or  mem-  the  canons  regular,  or  communities  of 
bers  of  that  order  instituted  by  St.  Co-  monks  who  sprung  up  at  a  much  later 
lumkille,  at  lona,  in  the  Hebrides,  and  period,  and  officiated  m  the  chapters  of 
also  in  various  parts  of  Ireland ;  and  cathedral  churches.  The  Culdees  offi- 
they  have  represented  these  Culdees  as  ciatcd  as  secular  clergymeu  in  the 
a  very  strict  and  religious  order  in  cathedrals,  sung  in  the  choir,  lived  in 
those  early  times,  from  the  sixth  to  the  community,  and  had  a  superior  called 
twelfth  century  ;  but  Lanigan  shows  prior  of  the  Culdees,  who  acted  as  pre- 
that  these  statements  are  erroneous,  centor,  or  chief  chaunter.  The  princi- 
and  that  the  Culdees  were  not  mention-  pal  institution  of  the  Culdees  was  at 
ed  by  the  Venerable  Bede,  or  any  other  Armagh.  Accordiug  to  Usher  and 
ancient  ecclesiastical  writer,  as  Colum-  others,  there  were  Culdees  in  all  the 
bian  monks,  nor  in  the  works  of  Usher  chief  churches  of  Ulster,  and  some  of 
or  Ware,  or  in  the  five  Lives  of  Colum-  them  continued  at  Armagh  down  to  the 
kille  published  by  Colgan.  Lanigan  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
considers  that  the  Culdees  were  first  in-  Culdees  had  priories  and  lands  in  vari- 
stituted  in  Ireland  in  the  eighth  or  ous  parts  of  Ireland,  particular  at  De- 
ninth  century.  Aongus,  surnamed  Ceile  venish  Island,  in  Fermanagh,  and  at 
De,  a  celebrated  Irish  ecclesiastical  Clones,  in  Monaghan,  both  in  the  dio- 
writer  of  the  eighth  century,  author  of  ccse  of  Clogher ;  also  at  Ardbraccan,  in 
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Meath.  Giraldus  Cambrensis  gives  cathedrals,  and  as  dean  and  chapter  in 
an  account  of  the  Colidei  who  lived  on  the  election  of  bishops,  and  that  thence- 
an  island  in  a  lake  in  North  Monster,  forth  both  orders  were  joined  in  that 
which  island  was  called  by  the  Irish  right,  till  A.D.  1272,  when  it  was 
Inis-na-mbeo,  or  the  Island  of  the  Liv-  usurped  by  the  canons  regular ;  and  he 
ing,  from  a  tradition  that  no  person  also  says,  that  the  Culdees  of  Brechin 
ever  died  on  it ;  it  was  afterwards  call-  continued  for  many  ages  to  act  as  dean 
ed  Mona  India,  and  was  situated  about  and  chapter  of  that  diocese.  Ac- 
three  miles  from  Roscrea,  in  the  bog  of  cordiug  to  Jamieson,  the  Culdees  of  St. 
Monela,  in  Tipperary.  In  the  time  of  Andrew's  elected  the  bishops  of  that 
Cambrensis,  this  island  was  a  celebrated  see  down  to  the  election  of  William 

Slace  of  pilgrimage.  Thence  their  resi-  Wishart,  in  1271,  when  the  power  was 
ence  was  afterwards  removed  to  Cor-  abrogated.  But  in  those  early  times  it 
bally,  a  place  near  the  lake,  where  the  appears  that  the  bishops  of  many  sees 
Culdees  became  canons  regular  of  St.  in  Scotland  were  of  the  order  or  Col- 
Augustine.  Though  the  Irish  Culdees  dees." — Notes  to  Connellan's  Translation 
were  generally  clergymcn,yet  some  pious  of  the  Four  Masters. 
unmarried  laymen  joined  their  communi-  2.  The  following  notices  of  some  of  the 
ties.  There  were  also  Culdees  in  Bri-  best  known  of  the  works  upon  ancient 
tain,  particularly  in  the  north  of  Eng-  Irish  history,  to  some  of  which  Dr. 
land,  in  the  city  of  York,  where  they  Keating  will  be  found  frequently  re- 
had  a  great  establishment  called  the  ferring  in  the  course  of  this  work,  are 
Hospital  of  St.  Leonard,  and  were  seen-  here  given  down  for  the  reader's  greater 
lar  canons  of  St.  Peter's  cathedral,  as  convenience.  They  are  chiefly  extract- 
mentioned  in  Dugdale's  Monasticon.  ed  from  the  work  last  quoted : 
They  got  some  grants  of  lands  in  A.D.  3.  "  The  Psalter  of  Tara  was  a  record 
936,  in  the  reign  of  Athelstan,  and  con-  of  the  chief  events  in  Ireland,  from  the 
tinned  at  York  at  least  down  to  the  most  remote  times,  compiled  by  order 
time  of  Pope  Adrian  IV.,  who  con-  of  the  illustrious  king  Cormac,  in  the 
firmed  them  in  their  possessions.  In  3d  century,  and  from  this  was  chiefly 
Wales  there  were  Culdees,  as  mentioned  composed,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  9th 
by  Cambrensis,  in  the  Island  of  Bard-  century,  by  Cormac  Mac  Culinan, 
sey,  off  that  coast.  In  Scotland,  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  the  great  work 
Culdees  were  more  celebrated  than  in  called  the  Psalter  of  Cashel." 
Ireland,  had  numerous  establishments,  This  work  is  supposed  to  be  lost,  or 
and  continued  there  from  the  ninth  cen-  to  have  been  carried  off  by  the  Danes. 
tury  to  the  Reformation.  Accord-  4  "  The  Annals  of  the  Four  MasUn 
ing  to  Chalmers,  in  his  Caledonia,  the  were  compiled  chiefly  by  the  celebrated 
Culdees  of  Scotland  are  not  mentioned  O'Clerys  of  Donegal,  and  are  one  of 
in  history  till  about  the  commencement  the  most  important  works  ever  written 
of  the  ninth  century,  in  the  year  800  or  on  Irish  history ;  they  comprise  the 
815,  and  their  first  establishment  was  at  Annals  of  Ireland  from  the  earliest  ages 
Donkeld,  under  the  bishop  of  that  see,  to  the  17th  century." 
and  they  were  afterwards  placed,  about  We  have  already  spoken  of  the  elegant 
A.D.  850,  at  St  Andrew's,  where  they  edition  of  these  Annals,  published  by 
had  their  chief  establishment  for  Messrs.  Hodges  k  Smith,  and  of  the 
many  centuries.  It  is  stated  by  Bu-  faithful  translation  and  erudite  notes  by 
chanan,  that  Constantine  III.,  King  of  Dr.  O'Donovan,  with  which  they  am 
Scotland,  who  died  in  943,  spent  the  accompanied. 

last  five  years  of  his  life  in  religious  re-  5.  "  The  Book  of  Kells,  considered  to 

tircment  amongst  the  Culdees  of  that  have  been  written  by  St  ColumkiUe,  in 

city.     Chalmers  states,  that  before  the  the  6th  century,  was    preserved    for 

introduction  of  the  canons  regular  at  St  many  ages  at  the  Columbian  monastery 

Andrew's,  in  the  twelfth  century,  the  of  Kells,  in  Meath,  and  is  now  in  the 

Culdees  alone  acted  as  secular  canons  in  library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin.    II 
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contains  a  manuscript  of  the  four  gos-  8.  The  O'Duigenans  of  Kilronan,  in 

pels,  and  is  illuminated  with  decorations  the  county  of  Roscommon,  composed  a 

of  surpassing  beauty.''  learned  MS.  work    on   Irish  history, 

This  MS.  can  scarcely  be  called  an  often  quoted,  and  called  the  Book  of  the 

Irish  historical  work.    Still,  from  its  O'Duigenans,  and  also  assisted  in  the 

very  great  antiquity  and  rare  elegance  compilation  of  the  Annals  of  the  Four 

of  penmanship  it  deserves  to  be  men-  Masters. 

tioned  here,  were  it  but  as  a  specimen  9.  The  Book  of  Hy  Maine,  generally 

of  the  state  of  that  art  in  Ireland  in  the  called  the  Book  of  the  O'Kellys,  was 

6th  century.  compiled  partly  by  the  O'Dugans,  he- 

6.  The  Book  of  Leacan,  so  called  from  reditary  bards    and  historians  to  the 

being  composed  at  Leacan,  Was  compiled  O'Kellys,  and  partly  by  Faolan  Mac  an 

by  the  Mac  Firbises,  from  the  twelfth  Gobhan  or  Smith,  a  learned  historian, 

to  the  fifteenth  century,  and  is  one  of  who  is  mentioned   in  O'Reilly's  Irish 

the  greatest  and  most  authentic  works  Writers  at  A.D.  1423.    This  Book  of 

on  Irish  history  and  antiquities.    It  is  Hy  Maine  is  a  voluminous  MS.  on  vel- 

a  very  voluminous  MS.,  written  on  fine  lum.  containing  a  vast  deal  of  curious 

vellum,  and  comprises  the  history  of  and  interesting  information  on  the  his- 

Irelaod  from  the  earliest  ages  to  the  tory  and  antiquities  of  Ireland, 

fifteenth  century.  The  original  book  of  10.  The  Annals  of  Boyle.  The  abbey 

Leacan  is  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  of  Boyle,  in  Roscommon,  a  celebrated 

Irish  Academy.  Cistercian  monastery  ,was  founded  in  the 

.7  The  Book  of  BaUymote,  so  called  twelfth  century,  and  amply  endowed  by 

from  having  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Mac  Dermotts,  lords  of  Moylurg ; 

the  Mac  Donoghs,  at  their  castle  of  it  was  long  eminent  as  a  seat  of  learn- 

Ballymote  in  Sligo ;  or,  according  to  ing  and  religion,  and  its  remaining  ruins 

others,  from  having  been  partly  com-  show  its  former  magnificence.  The  An- 

posed  at  the  monastery  of  BaUymote,  nals  of  Boyle  were  composed  by  the 

was  compiled  in  the  latter  end  of  the  monks  of  that  abbey,  and  are  consider- 

fburteentn  century,  chiefly  by  Solamh  ed  as  a  most  authentic  record  of  the  an- 

ODroma,  or    Solomon    O'Drom,   and  cient  history  of  Ireland. 

Manns  ODuigenan,  learned  antiquaries  11.  The  Leabhar  Breac  Mac  Aodha- 

and  historians.    Tomaltagh  Mac  Do-  gain,  or  Speckled  Book  of  Mac  Egan, 

nogh,  lord  of  Tirerill  and  Corran,  in  an  ancient  MS.  often  quoted   by  our 

Sligo,  was  the  patron  of  these  learned  historians,  and  containing  much  curious 

men  ;  and  the  Book  of  BaUymote  re-  information,  the  original  of  which  is  in 

mained  a  long  time  in  possession  of  this  the  Royal   Irish  Academy,  was   com- 

family,  but  was  purchased  from  one  of  posed  by  the  Mac  Egans  of  Duniry,  in 

the  Mac  Donoghs,  in  the  year  1522,  by  Galway,   learned   Brehons  and    histo- 

Hugh  Duv.  son  of  Hugh  Roe,  son  of  rians. 

Niall  Garv  O'Donnell,  of  Donegal,  the  12.   The  Cronieon  Scotorum,  an  an- 

price  given  for  the  book  being  one  hun-  cient  work,  composed  at  Clonmacnois, 

dred  and  forty  milch  cows.    The  Book  written  in  Irish,  and  continued  to  1150, 

of  BaUymote  is  a  large  folio   MS.  on  contains  much  information  on  the  an- 

vellum  ;  it  contains  the  ancient  history  cient  history  of  Ireland, 

of  Ireland  from  the  earliest  period  to  13.  The  Annals  of  Tigeamach,  com- 

the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  piled  in  the  11th  century  by  Tigeamach, 

is  considered  a  very  authentic  work  and  abbot  of  Clonmacnois,  whose  death  is 

of  great  authority.    The  original  is  de-  recorded  in  the  Four  Masters,  and  in 

posited  iu  the  library  of  the  Royal  Irish  O'Reilly's  Irish  Writers,  at  A  .D.  1 088  ; 

Academy  ;  and  a  copy  of  it,  with  a  full  he  was  one  of  the  most  learned  men  of 

account  of  its  contents,  was  made  by  the  that  age,  and  his  Annals  are  considered 

translator  of   these  Annals    as    Irish  as  one  of  the  most  authentic  works  on 

Historiographer,  and  is  deposited  in  the  ancient  Irish  history ;  they  contain  the 

Royal  library  at  Windsor.  history  of  Ireland,  from  the  reign  of 
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Kimboath,  king  of  Emanio,  and  mon-  Clogher.    The  Annate  of  Ulster 

arch  of  Ireland,  who  flourished  about  written,  partly  in  Irish,  and  partly  is 

350  years  before  the  Christain  era,  down  Latin,  and  contain  the  history  of  Ire» 

to  the  death  of  the  author,  in  the  11th  land  from  the  first  to  the  sixteenth 

century;  and,  according  to  O'Reilly,  century,  and  are  considered  very  ao- 

they  were  continued  to  the  16th  century  thentic,  giving  a  concise  account  of  the 

by  Augustin   Mac   Oradian,  or  Mac  various  events.    There  are  copies  of 

Craith,  a  monk  of  the  abbey  of  All  these  Annals  in  several  libraries  in 

Saints,  on  Lough  Bee,  in  the  river  England,  and  in  Dublin,  and  they  have 

Shannon,   and  county   of    Longford,  been  published  in  Latin,  from  the  fifth 

O'Reilly  says  there  is  a  copy  of  these  to  the  twelfth  century,  namely,  from 

Annals  in  the  library  of  Trinity  Col-  A.D.  431,  to  A.  D.  1131,  in  Dr.  O*- 

lege,  Dublin.    The  Annals  of  Tigear-  Conor's  Rer.  Hib.  Scriptores. 

uach  are  partly  in  Irish  and  partly  in  16.  The  Books  of  Ulster  and  of  Otr» 

Latin,  and  nave  been  published  in  Latin  giall,  copies  of  which  are  contained  in 

by  Dr.  0' Conor,  in  the  Rerum  Hib.  the  Books  of  Leacan  and  Ballymote, 

Scriptores.  give  an  account  of  the  ancient  history 

14.  The  Book  of  Annals  of  Bally  of  Ulster,  its  kings,  princes,  chiefs  ana 
Mac  Manus  was  the  celebrated  work  on  clans,  and  contain  much  important  in- 
Irish  history  and  antiquities,  called  the  formation. 

Annals  of  Ulster,  of  which  a  Latin  trans-  17.  The  Book  of  Lismore,  a  large 

lation  was  made  by  the  learned  and  ancient  Irish    MS.  folio,  on  vellum, 

Rev.  Dr.  Charles  0"  Conor,  and  pub-  which  was  accidentally  discovered  in 

lifihed  in  his  great  work,  the  Rerum  the  castle  of  Lismore,  where  it  still 

Hibemicarum  Scriptores  Vetrres.    The  remains,  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  of 

compiler  of  these  annals  was  Cathal,  Devonshire.    It  was  composed  at  the 

or  Charles  Maguire,  an  eminent  eccle-  ancient  college  or  monastery  of  lis» 

8iastic  and  learned  man,  who  collected  more,  and  contains  much  valuable  in- 

and  compiled  those  Annals  at  Senaid  formation  on  Irish  history  and  jkntiqui- 

Mac  Manus,  a  place  situated  in  the  ties,  as  lives  of  SS.  Patrick,  Bridge^ 

county  of  Fermanagh ;    hence  these  and  Columkille ;  accounts  of  Samham 

Annals  have  been   sometimes    called  and  Antichrist;  the  history  of  David, 

Annates  Senat*nxest  or  Senatensian  An-  son  of  Jesse ;  also  accounts  of  the  b*U 

nals,  and  sometimes  the  Annals  of  Bally  ties  of  Ceallachan,  king  of  Cashel ;  the 

Mac  Manus.    The  Annals  of  Ulster  battles   of  Crinna,  Gawra,    &c. ;  end 

contain  the  history  of  Ireland  from  the  likewise  the  life  and  conquests  of  the 

first  to  the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth  Emperor  Charlemagne ;   a  history  of 

century,  being  carried  down  to  the  Lombardy,  &c 

time  of  the  Author's  death ;  but  some  18.  The  Book  of  GUndnlough,  said 

additions  were  afterwards  made  to  them,  by  O'Riley  to  be  in  the  library  of 

and    they  were   continued  to  A.  D.  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  is  an  ancient 

1541,  by  the  learned  Roderick  O'Cas-  work  on  the  history  of  Leinster. 

sidv,  archdeacon  of  Clogher,  according  19.  The  Book  of  Kilkenny,  an  ancient 

to  Ware's  Writers.  work,  is  often  quoted  by  Colgan,  in 

15.  The  Annals  of  Ulster  were  com-  his  lives  of  the  Irish  Saints. 

piled  in  the  fifteenth  century,  by  Cathal  20.  The  Book  of  Leinster,  which  is 

or  Charles  Maguire,  a  native  of  Fcr-  contained  in  the  Books  of  Leacan  and 

mana^h,    an    eminent    and    learned  Ballymote,  and  a  copy  of   it  in  the 

ecclesiastic,  who  was  dean  of  Clobber,  library  of  Trinity  Cofiege,  gives  the 

a  canon  of  Armagh,  &c,  and  whose  ancient  history  of  Leinster,  and  its 

death  is  recorded  at  the  year  1498,  in  kings,  princes,  chiefs,  and  clans, 

the   Annals   of    the   Four   Masters.  21.  The  Annate  of  Innis&llen  were 

These  Annals,  after  the  death  of  the  compiled  by  the  monks  of  the  abbey 

Author,  were  continued  to  1541,  by  of  Innisfallen,  an  island  in  the  lakes  Of 

Roderick   O'Caasidy,   archdeacon   of  Killarney.    Innisfallen  was  founded  by 


St.  Finian  in  the.  cixth  century,  and 
became  famous  as  a  seat  of  Lurninp. 
These  annals  ccmmence  at  A.  D.  252, 
and  «id  A.  D.  1320.  They  relate 
chiefly  to  Minister.  Tbe  nrigina!  of 
them  Lb  in  the  Bodleian  library  nt  Ox- 
ford, and  cofiies.  are  in  the  libraries  of 
Trinity  College.  Dublin,  the  Rural 
Iri?h  Academy,  and  others.  Dr. 
O'Conor  has  published  them,  with  a 
Latin  translation,  in  his  "  Remm 
Uihermeanim  Soriptores." 
The   Book  of  Minister   is  at  large 


Cohre\m  VimrdhmMaigK  (Cahraim 
liortutxg),  or,  a  Catalogue  of  Torlogh'i 
Battle»,  contains,  as  Mated  iu  O'ReU- 
lev*s  Irish  Writers,  at  A.  D.  1450,  a» 
account  of  the  battles  of  Torlojrh 
O'Brien,  and  of  Ike  wars  of  Thomond, 


It  gives  an  account  of  its  kings,  chiefe, 
and  principal  clans  ;  ip  ancient  lawn, 
customs,  arts,  agriculture,  etc.  Copies 
of  it  are  contained  in  the  book  of 
Leacau  and  Ballyniote. 

Tbe  Book  of  Fcnuoy,  compiled  by 
the  monks  of  the  obhey  of  Fermoy, 
in  the  county  of  Cork,  n  larjic  work 
on  vellum,  containing  valuable  infor- 
mation, was  recently  in  the  possession  of 
Wro.  Monk  Mason,  Esq ,  of  Dublin. 

22.  The  Topographic  of  O'Dugpn 
and  O'Harin.  BaagU  O'Dnbhagain, 
or  John  O'Dugan,  died  in  1372.  He 
Iras  the  historian  of  the  O'Kellies, 
chiefs  of  IIv  Maine.     Gilla  oa  Nnemh 

Dugan's  work.  These  works,  which 
we  in  verse,  may  be  considered  a  sort 
of  Doomsday  book  of  Irish  history. 
They  were  compiled  from  personal  in- 
spection of  the  various  places  of  which 
they  treat.  Large  use  is  made  of  the 
translation  of  these  poems  by  Mr. 
Owen  Conoellan,  as  given  in  his  Four 
Masters,  in  explanation  of  the  maps 
attached  to  this  histoiy. 

23.  The  Annals  of  Connanght  is  an 
ancient  work,  compiled  by  the  O'Mael- 
Conairies,  historians  of  that  province, 
(bout  the  fourteenth  century.  Dr. 
Drummond,  in  his  Prize  Essay  on  the 
poems  of  Oasian,  states  that  Mac  Flier- 
ton,  the  celebrated  author  of  Ossian's 
Poems,  on  visiting  Oxford,  was  shown 
the  above-men tioned  Irish  MS.  as  con- 
taining the  Poems  of  Ossian,  a  single 
word  of  which  he  was  not  able  to  read, 

24.  The   Wan  of  Thamond,  styled, 


A.  D.  1318.  This  work  wus  writU-nhy 
Ilory  Mac  Craitli,  in  the  tfltsBtfa  oen- 
tnry,  the  original  of  which,  on  vellnra, 
was  lately  in  the  library  of  .Sir  William 
Bctham. 

25.  Another  sometimes  quoted  by 
Keating,  is  the  Lntlihar  Gearr,  or 
Short  Book,  an  Irish  MS.  of  some  note, 
but  now,  it  is  feared,  lost. 

I  shall  conclude  the**  notices  of  Irish 
works  bv  the  following  remarks,  taken 
from  the  nunc  mine  of  Irish  historical 
information-— I  mean  the  notes  to  Oco- 
nellan's  Four  Masters. 

"  There  are  still  existing  vast  collec- 
tioDB  of  ancient  and  valnoble  Irish  MB8. 
in  varions  libraries  in  Ireland,  as  those 
Of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  of  tbe 
Royal  Irish  Academy ;  also  in  main 
prints  libraries,  particularly  in  that  o/ 
Sir  William  Betham.  In  various  libra- 
ries  iu  England  there  ant  great  ixfleo- 
tione  of  Irish  MSS„  ss  in  those  of  the 
Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  of  the  Brit- 
ish Museum,  and  of  Lambeth  in  London, 
and  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, at  Stowe,  there  is  an  immense 
and  most  valuable  collection.  In  the 
libraries  on  the  Continent  there  are 
also  collections  of  Irish  MSS.,  particu- 
larly at  Rome,  Paris,  and  Louvain,  and 
in  the  libraries  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  it  is  said  that  there  were  Irish 
MSS.  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Copen- 
hagen, which  were  carried  off  by  the 
Danes  from  Ireland,  in  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  centuries,  A  vast  number  of 
Irish  MSS.  were  destroyed,  particularly 
during  the  wars  of  Elizabeth  and  Crom- 
well ;  Webb,  in  his  Analysis  of  the 
Antiquities  of  Ireland,  says,  '  it  was, 
till  the  time  of  James  I.,  the  object  of 
government  to  discover  and  destroy  all 
remains  of  the  literature  of  the  Irish, 
in  order  the  more  fully  to  eradicate 
from  their  minds  every  trace  of  their 
ancient  independence," 


lxxviii  DRt  keating's  preface. 

In  the  Pagan  times,  many  works  of  of  the  Christian  era,  at  the  Court  of 

note  are  recorded,  and,  according  to  Emania,  under  Concovar  Mac  Neasa, 

Charles  O'Conor,  it  is  stated  by  Dnald  the  celebrated  king  of  Ulster.    Oisin, 

Mac  Firbis,  the  learned  antiquary  of  or  Ossian,  in  the  third  century,  was  one 

Leacan,  that  St  Patrick  burned  no  less  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  Irish 

than  180  volumes  of  the  Books  of  the  Bards,  and  many  poems  attributed  to 

Druids  at  Tara.    As  Tara  was  in  the  him  are  still  extant ;  some  of  the  Ossi- 

early   ages   the    seat   of    the   Irish  anic  poems  have  been  translated,  but 

monarchy,  there  were  many  of  the  many  remain  in  manuscript,  and  it  is  to 

chief  Bards   consequently   connected  be  observed,  that  they  are  very  different 

with  Meath,  and  an  account  of  various  from  Ossian's  Poems  published  by  Mac 

eminent  Bards,  who  flourished  in  Meath  Pherson,  who  claimed  the  Irish  Bird  as 

and  Ulster  in  the  Pagan  times,  is  given  a  native  of  Scotland  ;  but  Mac  Phcr- 

in  O'Reilly's  Writers.    The  most  cele-  son's  Ossianic  Poems,  though  contain- 

brated  of  these  were  Adhna,  Athairne,  ing  much  poetical  beauty,  are  chiefly 

Forchern,  Ferceirtne,  and  Neide,  all  of  fictions  of  his  own." 
whom  flourished  about  the  beginning 
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FORAS  FEASA  AR  EIRINN; 

OR, 

HISTOKY  OF  IRELAND. 


BOOK     I 

PART  I. 


K. 


CHAPTER  L 

OF  THE  DIFFERENT  NAMES   THAT  WERE   GIVEN  TO  IRELAND 

DOWN  HERE. 

1.  The  first  name  given  to  Ireland  was  "  Inis-na-ffidbadh " 
(Inish-na-  Veevah)  i.  e.,  The  Isle  of  Woods ;  and  the  person  that 
gave  it  this  name  was  a  champion  of  the  people  of  Nin1  the  son 
of  Pel,  who  was  sent  by  him  to  explore  Ireland,  and  who,  on  his 
arrival,  found  the  country  one  unbroken  forest,  except  Magh-n- 
elta*  (Moy-nelta)  alone. 

2.  The  second  name  was  " Crioch-na-ffuinedach"  (Creeagh-na- 

*  Pronounced,  Forras  Fass'  ar  Air-  origin  of  the  various  tribes  that  colo- 

mn. — Eire,  anciently,  Eiri  and  Eri,  the  nized  the  west  of  Europe,that  most,if  not 

Gaelic  name  of  Ireland,  is  declined  in  all  of  the  local  names  of  this  declension, 

the  following  manner,  viz. :  nom.  Eire,  date   from  a   period   previous  to   the 

gen.  Eirenn,  dot.  and  abl.  Eirinn.    In  Scoto-Milesian  or  Gaelic  invasion.  The 

the  older  writings  the  forms  are  Eri,  pure  Scoto-Milesian  names  are  mostly 

Erend,  and  Erind.    The  more  modern  composed  of  short  descriptive  sentences, 

Irish  nearly  always  substitute  two "  n's"  each  component  word  of  which  main- 

for  the  old  form  "  'nd."  Mana,  the  Irish  tains  its  form  unchanged,  and  preserves 

name  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  follows  the  its  full  grammatical  value ; — ex. :  Bai- 

same    form  of  declension,   viz  :   gen.  IS-atha-clealh,  i.  e.}  the-town-of-the-ford- 

Manann  or  Manand,  dot.  and  abl.  Man-  of-hurdlcs,  in  English,  Dublin.    Those 

ainn  or  Manaind.    Mumha,  now  called  names  which  make  their  oblique  cases 

Munster,  Ara,  the  name  of  certain  is-  in  "nd"  or  "nn"  seem  to  be  of  Pelasgic 

lands  on  the  Irish  coast,  Alba,  Scotland,  origin. 

and  several  other  names  of  countries  '  i.  e.f  Ninus,  the  son  of  Belus. 

and  localities,  are  of  similar  formation.  9  Magh-n-Elta,  i.  e.,  the  Plain  of  the 

I  here  note  as  a  fact  worthy  of  the  at-  Flocks. — This    plain    extended     from 

tention  of  scientific  inquirers  into  the  Benn-Edar,  now  the  Hill  of  Howth, 
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vunnayagh)  i.  e.,  the  Country  of  the  Remote,  i.  e.,  the  Extreme 
Land,  from  its  being  at  the  end,  i.  e.,  fuinedh,  or  extremity  of 
the  three  parts  of  the  world  then  known. 

3.  The  third  name  was  "  Inis-Elga,"  •  i.  e.,  the  Noble  Island.  It 
was  during  the  time  of  the  Fer-Bolgs  that  it  was  usual  to  call  it 
by  this  name. 

4.  The  fourth  name  was  "Eri"  (Airi),  which,  according  to  a 
certain  author,  it  received  from  Aeria,  an  old  name  of  the  island 
now  called  Creta  or  Candia.  He  is  of  this,  opinion  because  the 
posterity  of  Gaedal  Glas  inhabited  that  island  for  some  time  after 
Sru,  son  of  Esru,  son  of  Gaedal,  had  been  banished  out  of  Egypt. 
Aeré  was  also  one  of  the  names  of  Egypt,  whence  the  Gaels  or 
Gaedalians  had  emigrated.  However,  it  is  the  common  opinion 
of  our  historians,  that  it  received  the  name  from  a  queen  of  the 
Tuatha-De-Dananns,  whose  name  was  Eri.  This  was  Eri,  daughter 
of  Delbaeth,  the  wife  of  Kethor,  who  was  styled  Mac  Greni,  (i.  e.f 
son  of  Grian  or  the  Sun,)  and  who  was  king  of  Ireland  when  the 
sous  of  Miledh  invaded  it 

5.  The  lifth  name  of  Ireland  was  "  Fodla  "  (Foh\  so  called  from 
Fodla,  who  was  also  a  queen  of  the  Tuatha-Dé-Dananns,  and 
who  was  the  wife  of  Mac  Keact,  (i.  e.,  son  of  the  Plough,)  whose 
real  name  was  Téthor. 

6.  The  sixth  name  it  received  was  "Banba,"4  from  Banba, 
another  queen  of  the  Tuatha-Dé-Dananns.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Mac  Colli,  whose  real  name  was  Téthor.  These  three  kings  of 
the  Tuatha-De-Dananns  held  the  sovereigntj^  of  Ireland  alter- 
nately every  third  year ;  and  the  reason  why  the  island  is  more 
frequently  called  Eri  than  Fodla  or  Banba,  is  because  it  waa  the 
husoand  of  the  woman  named  Eri  that  was  king  of  Ireland 
during  the  year  in  which  the  sons  of  Miledh  arrived  therein. 

7.  The  seventh  name  is  "Inis-Fail."  It  was  the  Tuatha-De- 
Dananns  that  gave  it  this  name,  from  a  stone  they  brought 

near  Dublin»  to  Tallaght  The  famous  mean  that  the  country  sometimes  called 
battle-field  of  Clontarf  formed  part  of  "Eri,"  and  sometimes  "Fodla"  and  "Baa- 
it.  ba,"  was  ruled  alternately  by  the  above» 

3  Inis  Elga.  This  and  the  foregoing  named  three  kings,  about  the  time  of 
can  scarcely  be  considered  as  haviugev-  the  Milesian  invasion.  The  Gaelic 
er  been  distinctive  proper  names  of  Ire-  Shanachies  could  not,  apparently,  ex- 
land.  They  must  be  classed  with  such  plain  those  antique  terms  from  their 
figurative  appellations  as  the  "Island  of  own  traditions  or  language,  and  instead 
Saints,"  applied  to  it  in  the  middle  of  an  explanation  or  etvmolegy,  they 
ages,  and  the  "  Emerald  Isle"  of  the  have  left  us  a  myth.  The  probability 
present  dav.  is  that  the  early  colonists  of  Ireland 

*  Eri,  fodla  and  Banba  were  prob-  called  the  island  each  after  the  country 

ably  the  real  ancient  names  of  Ireland,  or  nation  whence  they  had  emigrated 

The  story  of  the  three  queens  has  all  thereto,  as  colonists  very  frequently  do. 
the  appearance  of  an  allegory,  and  may 
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to  Ireland  themselves,  called  Lia  Fail*  otherwise  the  Stone  of 
Destiny.  This  is  the  "saxum  fatale,"  i.  e.,  Stone  of  Fate,  of 
which  Hector  Boethius  speaks  in  his  History  of  Scotland.  This 
was  an  enchanted  stone ;  for,  whenever  the  men  of  Ireland  were 
assembled  at  the  Great  Council  of  Tara,  to  elect  a  king  over 
them,  it  used  to  give  forth  a  loud  cry  beneath  the  person  whose 
right  it  was  to  obtain  the  sovereign  power.  But  it  has  emitted 
no  cry  since  the  time  of  Concobar ;  for  when  Christ  was  born, 
all  the  false  idols  of  the  world  were  struck  dumb.  Here  follows 
a  quotation  from  the  poet  Kinseth,6  which  proves  that  Ireland 
received  the  name  Inis-Fail  from  this  stone : — 

"  From  this  stone,  now  beneath  my  feet 
Men  have  named  our  Isle  of  Pal ; 
And  Eri,  between  both  swelling  seas, 
Has  thence  been  called  the  Plain  of  F&" 

8.  Thei  eighth  name  was  "Muich-Inis"7  (Afooih-Innish),  i.  e.f 
the  Isle  of  Mist  or  Fog.  This  name  was  given  to  it  by  the  sons 
of  Miledh,  before  they  succeeded  in  making  their  landing  on  its 
shores.  For,  when  they  had  reached  the  mouth  of  Inber-Slangi, 
which  is  now  called  the  bay  of  Loch-Garman  (in  English,  Wex- 
ford Bay),  the  Tuatha-DéJDananns  came  against  them  with  their 

•  The  "  Lia  Fail"  was  the  stone  upon  Notwithstanding  the  circumstantial 

which  the  kings  of  Ireland  were  in-  nature  of  the  above  account,  I  think 

augurated.     It  was  placed   upon  a  that  the   recent   researches   of  Drs. 

mound  on  Tara  Hill,  where,  according  Petrie  and  O'Donovan  have  all  but 

to  the  opinions  of  the  learned  antiqua-  proved  that  the  real  Lia  Fail  was 

rians,  I)rs.  Petrie  and  O'Donovan,  it  never    sent   to    Scotland  at    all,  and 

still  remains.     The  generally-received  that    it   still    maintains   its    upright 

tradition  will,  however,  have  it  that  position  upon  its  sacred  mound,  and 

Fergus  Mac  Erca,  who  was  the  cousin  thence  looks  down  upon  a  fallen  na- 

of  Murkertach,  then  king  of  Ireland,  tion.    The  stone  in  Westminster,  is 

brought  it  with  him  to  Scotland  in  the  probably  an  imposition, 

sixth  century,  in  order  to  render  his  in-  •  Kinnaeth  O'Hartigain  was  a  cele- 

auguration  as  king  of  the  latter  coun-  brated  bard — sage  or  file,  who  lived  in 

try  more  august.  the  tenth  century.    Several  of  his  po- 

O'Flaherty  gives  a  different  version  of  ems  are  found  in  the  Book  of  Inva- 

the  story.  He  says  that  it  was  not  sent  to  sions. 

Scotland  until  the  ninth  century,  when  7  Muich-Inis.  In  Dermod  O'Con- 
Aedh  Finliath,king  of  Ireland,  sent  it  to  nor's  translation,  this  word  is  rendered 
his  father-in-law,  Kenneth  Mac  Alpin.  "  Hog's  Isle,"  which,  in  Gaelic,  would 
The  latter  king  is  said  to  have  placed  it  be  Mnic-Inis  (Muck-Innish),  without 
in  the  Abbey  of  Scone,  where  it  was  pre-  aspirating  the  nnal "  c  "  of  Muic.  Hal- 
served  as  the  inauguration  stone  of  the  liday  translates  it  the  "  Isle  of  Va- 
Scottish  kings  until  1296,  when  Edward  pors,  or  Mists."  I  have  followed  the 
I.  carried  it  off  to  England,  as  a  trophy  latter,  because  I  deem  his  version  the 
of  his  conquest  of  Scotland.  By  him  more  likely.  No  name  could  suit  Ire- 
it  was  placed  under  the  coronation-  land  better  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
chair  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  there  year,  than  this  fanciful  one,  the  "  Isle 
it  still  remains.  of  Mists." 
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Druids  and  practiced  magic  enchantments  upon  them,  so  that  the 
invaders  could  only  perceive  the  island  lying  before  them  in  the 
likeness  of  a  mist  or  dense  fog.  Hence  they  called  the  land 
Muich-Inis. 

9.  The  ninth  name  was  "  Scotia."*  It  was  given  to  it  by  the 
sons  of  Miledh  in  honor  of  their  mother,  whose  name  was  Scota, 
daughter  of  Pharaoh  Nectonibus ;  or,  they  called  it  Scotia  be- 
cause they  were  themselves  the  "  Kino  Seiii^"  i.  e.,  the  progeny 
of  Scot,  from  Scythia. 

10.  The  tenth  name  was  "Hibernia."9  It  was  the  sons  of  Miledh 
that  gave  it  this  name  also.  Some,  however,  say  that  Ireland 
received  the  name  Hibernia  from  a  river  of  Spain,  which  was 
called  Iberus  (now  the  Ebro).  Others  say  that  it  was  so  named 
from  Eber,  son  of  Miledh ;  but  the  holy  Cormac  Mac  Culinain 
is  of  opinion  that  it  received  the  name  from  the  word  "iber,"  i.  e., 
western. 

11.  The  eleventh  name  is  "  Juvernia,"  according  to  Ptolemy,  or 
"Juverna,"  according  to  Solinus ;  "Ierna,"  according  to  Claudian ; 
and  "Vernia,"  according  to  Eustathius.  But  I  think,  myself  that 
there  is  no  meaning  in  the  distinctions  made  by  these  authors.  The 
forms  they  give  seem  mere  variations  of  the  word  "Hibernia."  As 
they  knew  not  whence  this  word  was  derived,  each  of  them  gave 
his  own  conjecture  thereupon,  whence  proceeded  the  above 
alterations  of  the  name. 

12.  The  twelfth  name  was  ^Irin/^accordingtoDiodorusSiculiia. 
18.  The  thirteenth  name  was  "  Irlanda.""    It  was  so  called, 

in  my  opinion,  from  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  because  Ir  was  the  first 

*  Scotia.  This  was  the  name  by  which  "  Iernis,"  (a  name  which  it  is  called  in 
Ireland  was  meet  frequently  called  by  the  "  Argonautics"  of  Onomacritus,  a 
later  Latin  and  early  Christian  writ-  Greek  poem  written  five  hundred  yean 
ere.  Though  the  Irish  Gaels  called  before  Christ ;)  and  Ierne  are  merely 
themselves  Scots  in  their  own  tongue,  Greek  variations  of  Eri  and  its  oblique 
they  do  not  appear  ever  to  have  applied  cases,  Erend  and  Erind.  Iernis,  per- 
any  Gaelic  form  of  the  name  Scotia  to  haps,  exhibits  the  word  in  its  most  an- 
the  land  they  dwelt  in.    The  same  re-  cient  and  perfect  form. 

mark  applies  to  the  Gaels  of  Scotch  "  Irlanda,  whence  the  modern  Enfftish 

Highlands.  name  Ireland,  was  the  name  by  which 

•  Hibernia  was  its  most  usual  and  it  was  known  to  the  Northmen  and 
most  ancient  Latin  name.  The  name  the  Saxons.  The  name  may  possibly 
is  most  likely  another  form  of  Iberia,  a  be  derived  from  Eri,  bnt  as  the  tribe 
name  of  Spanish  origin.  The  Clanna  of  "  Ir,"  anciently  ruled  the  north- 
Ebir  or  Iberians,  being  the  inhabit-  east  of  Ireland,  and  came  first  into 
ants  of  the  south  of  Ireland,  must  contact  with  the  Gothic  nations,  H  b 
have  come  soonest  into  contact  with  probable  that  Ireland  owes  the  foreign 
the  Romans,  and  thence  the  latter  title  "  Irlanda,"  to  the  Irians,  of  Ulster, 
called  the  country  after  the  name  of  as  it  may,  perhaps,  that  of  Hibernia 
the  race  they  found  dwelling  in  it  to  the  Iberian»,  or  tribe  of  Eber,  of 

"  lrin,  or  more  correctly,  Iris,  with    Munster. 
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of  Miledh's  sons  who  was  buried  beneath  Irish  earth.  Hence 
they  named  the  country  after  him.  ulrlanda"  is  the  same  as  the 
"Land  of  Ir."  We  give  the  more  credence  to  this,  because  the  Book 
of  Armagh  tells  that  "  Ireo"  was  one  of  the  names  of  the  island. 
Ireo"  means  the  grave  of  Ir,  i.  e.,  "Uaigh  Ir." 
14.  The  fourteenth  name  was  "  Ogygia,"12  according  to  Plutarch. 
"  Ogygia  "  signifies  the  Very  Ancient  Isle.  This  is  a  name  that  is 
most  applicable  to  Ireland,  because  it  is  a  very  long  time  since 
it  was  first  inhabited,  and  because  its  historians  have  a  perfect 
and  authentic  knowledge  of  its  ancient  history,  consecutively, 
from  its  earliest  times  down  to  the  present. 

B  O&Jfp0"    Plutarch,  in  his  life  of  years  before  Solon,  had  lorded  it  over 

Solon,  tefls  us,  that  while  studying  in  Lybia  as  far  as  Egypt,  as  well  as  over 

Egypt  he  was  informed  by  the  priests  of  Greece.    Lord  Bacon  deems  the  narra- 

Sais,  of  the  famous  Atlantic  Isle.  That  tion  founded  on  facts ;  Sir  Isaac  New- 

this  island  was  placed  beyond  the  pillars  ton  has  taken  some  pains  to  elucidate 

of  Hercules,  in  the  Atlantic  ocean»  it — O'Halloran.    This  was  the  fabled 

and  that  its  inhabitants,  nine  hundred  Atlantis  of  antiquity. 


CHAPTER  EL 

OF  THE  SEVERAL  DIVISIONS  THAT  WERE  MADE  OF  IRELAND. 

1.  Partholan  divided  Ireland  into  four  parts,  between  his  four 
sons.  The  first  part  he  gave  to  the  son  whose  name  was  Er ;  it 
comprised  all  the  land  from  Ailech-Neid,1  in  the  north  of  Ulster, 
to  Ath-Cliath  (now  Dublin)  in  Leinster.  To  Orba,  his  second 
son  he  gave  all  the  country  lying  between  Ath-Cliath  and  the 
Great  Island*  in  Barrymore.  He  gave  the  third  division  to  Fer- 
ann ;  it  extended  from  the  Great  Island  of  Barrymore  to  Ath- 
Cliath-Medraide,8  near  Galway.  He  gave  the  fourth  portion  to 
him  whose  name  was  Fergna;  it  extended  from  Medraide  to 
Ailech-Neid. 

2.  Beóthach,  Simeon  and  Britán,  three  chieftains  of  the  race  of 
Nemedh,  divided  Ireland  between  them  into  three  parts.  Boo- 
thach  took  from  Tor-Inis4  to  the  Boyne ;  Simeon  took  from  the 

1  Ailech   or  Oileach   Neid  (pr.   El-        *  Now  Great  Island,  in  Cork  harbor, 
lagh  Naid),  i.  e.,  the  stone  fort  of  Niad,        *  Pronounced  Ah-CleealirMeiree.  It  is 

lies  near   Londonderry.     It  is  rcmar-  now  called  Clarin's  Bridge,near  Galway. 
kable  for  its  Cyclopean  fort,  the  ru-        *  Now  Tory-Island, 
ina  of  which  still  exist.    It  is   now        *  Belach     Conglais    (Bellagh    Con- 

called  Grianao  or  Greenan  Ely»  i.  e.,  glisk),  i.  e.,  the  road  or  pass  of  Con- 

the  palace  of  Ailech.  glas  or  Ou-Glas,  near  Cork. 
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Boyne  to  Belach-Conglais*  near  Cork,  and  Britán  took  all  from 
Belach-Oonglais  to  Tor-Inis,  in  the  north  of  Connaught. 

8.  The  five  sons  of  Dóla  son  of  Loch,  divided  Ireland  between 
them  into  those  five  parts  which  are  still  called  the  five  "  Coigi" 
or  Fifths.  This  was  the  most  permanent  partition  of  Ireland  that 
was  ever  made,  as  we  shall  quickly  show.  Cambrensis  confirms 
this  division,  in  the  account  which  he  gives  of  the  country ;  his 
words  are :  6uInto  five  almost  equal  parts  this  country  was  an- 
ciently divided ;  viz.  the  two  provinces  of  Munster  (Thomond 
and  Desmond)  Leinster,  Ulster  and  Connaught."  The  five  chiefs 
of  the  Fer-Bolgs,  who  governed  these  Fifths  or  provinces,  were, 
Slangi,  Gann,  Sengann,  Genann  and  Rudraide.  Slangi  possess- 
ed the  province  of  Leinster,  from  Drogheda7  to  the  Meeting  of  the 
Thre3  Waters.8  Gann  ruled  the  province  of  Eocaidh  Abra-Kuadh/ 
extending  from  the  Meeting  of  the  Three  Waters  to  Belach-Con- 
glais.  Sengann  possessed  the  province  of  Curaidh  Mao  Dari 
from  Belach-Conglais  to  Luimnech  (now  Limerick) ;  Genann  held 
Connaught,  from  Limerick  to  Drobaeis,10  (Droveesh;)  and  Rud- 
raide ruled  Ulster  from  Drobaeis  to  Drogheda. 

Though  some  of  our  antiquaries  mention  a  tripartite  division 
of  Ireland  amongst  the  three  sons  of  Kermad  Milbeol,  kings  of 
the  Tuatha-De-Dananns,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  any  divi-  ' 
sion  of  Ireland  between  them ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  those 
princes  held  the  sovereignty  alternately  for  one  year,  as  we  men- 
tioned above,  when  showing  the  reason  why  this  country  is  more 
frequently  called  Eri  than  either  Fodla  or  Banba. 

4.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  antiquaries  that  the  following  was 
the  manner  in  which  Ireland  was  divided  between  Eber  and 
Erimhon :  the  whole  country  southward,  from  Dublin  round  to 
Galway,  with  Esker-Riada11  for  its  internal  boundary,  belonged 
to  Eber,  and  all  from  that  northward  belonged  to  Erimhon.  No 
such  division,  however,  took  place,  as  we  shall  show  hereafter, 
but  the  island  was  apportioned  thus:  the  two  provinces  of  Mun- 
ster were  assigned  to  Eber;  the  provinces  of  Connaught  and 
Lein8ter  to  Erimhon,  and  the  province  of  Ulladh  or  Ulster  to 
Eber,  son  of  Ir,  son  of  Milcdh ;  and  a  certain  number  of  the  no- 
bles that  came  with  them  were  received  by  each  of  these  princes 
into  their  respective  territories. 

*  In  quinque  cnim  portion*»    fere  confluence  of  the  rivers  Suir,  Nore,  and 

aequalcs  antiquitus  haec  regio  divisa  Barrow,  near  Waterford. 
fait ;  videlicet,  in  Momoniam  duplicera,        *  Pronounced  Oghee  Avra  Rua,  i.  e. 

borealem  et  australem,  Lageniam,  Ul-  Eocaidh  of  the  Red  Brows, 
toniam  et  Conaciam.  •  Drobaeis,  now  Bondrowea,  in  the 

T  Drogheda— In  Irish,  DrMched  Atha  county  Lei t rem. 
(Dr  hed-dha),  i.  e.,  the  Bridge  of  the        a  Tie  Eisgir  Reada  (Es'(hkir-Reeda) 

Ford.  or  "  Bridge  of  Riada,"  was  the  name 

•  In  Irish,    Oimar-na-tri-n-uisoedh,  of  a  chain  of  low  hills,  running  from 

(KummAr-na-dree-niahka),  that  is,  the  Dublin  to  Galwa/. 


5.  Kermna  and  Sob  ark  i  made  an  equal  partition  of  Ireland 
between  them,viz. :  from  Inbcr  Colpa"  noarproglu'da,  to  Limerick, 
in  Manstcr,  northward,  belonged  to  Sobarki,  who  built  in  his 
own  portion  a  fortress  called  Dun-Sobarki;1'  Kermna  took  the 
southern  half,  and  in  it  he  erected  a  stronghold  near  the  sea,  called 
Dun-Kernma,"  which  is  at  this  day  called  Dun- Mic- Patrick,  in  the 
Courcies'  country. 

6.  Ugani  Mor  divided  Ireland  into  twenty-five  parts,  among  his 
twenty-five  sons,  as  wc  shall  mention  hereafter,  in  giving  the 
series  of  reigns. 

7.  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles  and  Mogh  Nuaglint  {Maw- 
Nooadt),  divided  Ireland  equally  between  them.  All  from  Gal- 
way  to  Dublin  northward,  tskir-Riada  being  the  boundary,  was 
assigned  to  Conn,  whence  it  came  that  the  northern  part  of  the 
country  was  called  Lclh-Cumn,  or  Conn's  half,  and  the  southern 
Leth-Mogha,  or  Mogh's  half. 

Although  I  have  set  down  these  seven  divisions  in  their  place, 
according  to  the  chronological  order  of  the  several  conquests,  I 
shall,  however,  return  to  the  common  division  of  the  country 
which  has  remained  since  the  time  of  the  Fer-Bolgs;  because,  as 
above  mentioned,  this  division  made  by  the  five  sous  of  Dela, 
son  of  Loch,  continues  unchanged  to  the  present  day. 

These  five  provinces,  or  fifths,  met  at  a  large  stone  at  Uisnech18 
{Ushnagh)  until  the  arrival  of  Tuathal  the  Welcome,  in  Ire- 
land, who  cut  off  a  part  from  each  province  and  formed  Meath 
thereof,  which  he  assigned  as  mcusal  land  for  the  monarclis  of 
Ireland,  as  we  shall  make  appear  when  we  come  to  treat  of  Tua- 
fial's  reign. 

"  ITie  hber  or  Ettvary  of  Colpa,  called  Courcies,  from  the  descendants 

now  the  month  of  the  Borne.  of  the  iamous  Norman  knight,  John 

"  Pronounced  Doon-Sovxiriri,  at  So-  De  Courcj,  whose  patrimony  it  became 

mrki.     This  fort  mi  erected  on  an  soon  after  the  English  invasion.    The 

(Moisted  rock  on  the  coast  of  Antrim.  De  Courcies,  barons  of  Kinaaie,  hold  the 

It    U  now  called  Dnnseverick,  and  lies  oldest  title  in  the  Anglo-Irish  peer- 

"*w  miles  east  of  the  Giants'  Cause-  age. 

»»»y.  "  Uitn-th,  now  "  Usny"  or  "  Us- 

_      Dun-Ktmva    was  situated    near  nagh"  hill,  parish  Kitdarc,  barony  of 

Kan—hi  the  country  round  which  was  Bathconrath,  co.  Westmeath. — O'D. 


CHAPTER  EX 

SECTION  I. — OP  THE  SUBDIVISIONS  OF  THE  PROVINCE». 

1.  Of  Midhe  (now  Meath). 

I  shall  begin  with  Meath,  and  describe  its  territory  first;  be- 
cause, according  to  the  usage  of  the  Gaels,  it  was  the  mensal  land 
of  the  Irish  Sovereigns,  ana  exempt  from  the  laws,  governments, 
and  taxation  of  every  prince  in  Ireland,  except  the  Sovereign 
Prince1  alone.  According  to  our  records  it  contains  eighteen 
"  Tricha-Keads,"*  i.  e.  cantons  or  districts,  and  thirty  baili,8  L  e. 
townships,  in  each  canton,  twelve  ploughlands4  in  each  township, 
and  six-score  acres  in  each  ploughland,  so  that  every  canton  con- 
tains 360  ploughlands.  According  to  this,  there  are  6,480 
ploughlands  in  all  Meath. 

It  is  called  Meath,5  or  Midhe,  because  it  was  from  the  "  meidhe11 
or  neck  of  each  province,  that  Tuathal  the  Welcome,  or  the  Legiti- 
mate, took  it ;  or,  from  Midhe,  son  of  Bratha,  son  of  Degath,  the 

1  Sovereign  Prince,  i.  e.  the  Ard-Righ  to   have   been   a   kind   of  extensive 

(Aard-Ree),i.  e.  High  or  Arch  King,  in  farmers. 

Ireland,  the  term  "  Righ,"  the  Gaelic  4  Ploughland,  in  the  original "  Seb- 

fomofuRecb,,,  or  "Rex,"  long  preserved-  rech    Ferainn  t  {Sheshragh    Arring). 

its  primitive  signification,  i.  e.  ruler.  It  This  is  the  division  of  land  now  gen- 

was  applied  not  alone  to  the  "  suzerain"  erally  known  by  the  name   "  belli  * 

of  the  nation,  but  also  to  the  chieftains  (bally)  or  townland,  which,  according  to 

of  the  ruling  tribes.  So  it  was  in  ancient  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  usually  containi 

Greece  and   Italy.    The  widely-ruling  from  300  to  600  English  acres.    It  fc 

Agamemnon    was   a  Grecian   "  Ard-  small  in  rich  soil,  and  large  in  poor. 

Righ."  Baili  is  also  the  Gaelic  name  for  a  town. 

*  Trieha-Kead  (Trigha-Kaid).  Some  The  apportionment  of  the  Irish  so8 

translate  this  word  "barony,"  but  to  call  into  these  "  bailté"  (baltf)  is  lost  in  the 

it  so  is  a  flagrant  anachronism.    It  remotest  antiquity, 

comprised  thirty  Ballybetaghs.  *  The  derivation  is  possible.  But  the 

3  Baili  (bally).  These  were  not  the  di-  first  derivation  here  given  is  a  mere 

visions  now  known  as  "townland."  Each  guess,  and  not  a  good  one.    Why  not 

"  baili-biatach"  contained  several  town-  derive  the  name  from  some  word  akin 

lands.  The  term  was  applied  to  a  tract  to  "  medius,"  anglice,  "  mid,"  and,  in 

of  laud  sufficient  to  support  a  "biatach."  Irish,  "  medon,"  or  "  meadhon  V    It  it 

The  biatochs  (bectaghs)  were  a  class  of  the  mid-land  of  Ireland.    The  second 

men  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep  houses  etymology  is  barely  possible, 
of  general  hospitality.    They  seem  also 
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AidiHlroid  of  the  sons  of  Nemedh,  by  whom  the  first  aaeredfinP 
was  kindled  in  Ireland  after  the  arrival  of  the  Nemedians.  The 
sons  of  Nemedh  granted  the  district  round  Uisnech  to  this  Arch- 
drnid,  and  from  him  it  received  its  name.  At  that  time  there  was 
bat  one  district  or  canton,  so  called.  It  continued  so  until  the 
time  of  Tnathal  the  Welcome!  who  cat  off  a  portion  of  each  prov- 
ince, and  thus  extended  Meath  over  eighteen  cantons. 

These  are  the  boundaries  of  Meath,  as  laid  down  by  Tnathal 
the  Welcome,  viz.,  from  the  Shannon  eastward  to  Dublin,  from 
Dublin  to  the  river  Rye/  from  the  Bye  westward  to  Cloncouragh, 
thence  to  French  Mills' Ford/  thence  to  Clonard,  thence  to  Tochar* 
Garbri,'  from  that  to  Geahil,  to  Drumcullin,  to  the  river  Cara,10 
and  so  to  the  Shannon  northwards,  to  Loch-Bibh  (Lough  Bee), 
all  the  islands  in  which  belong  to  Meath,  and  all  the  Shannon  as 
fcr  as  Loch-Bo-Deirg  (Lough-Bo-DergY  and  from  Lóch-Bo-Deirg  to 
Mocha,  thenoe  to  A thlone,  thence  to  Upper  Scarify  to  Drumlahan,11 
from  that  to  Moy,  and  so  onward  to  Clones,  to  Loch-da-en,  to 
Knowth,  to  Duf&rin,  to  the  Pool  at  the  Blind  Man's  Ford  on 
Siabh-Fuaid,M  to  Magh  Gosnamaigh,1*  near  Killeavy,M  to  Snamh* 
Kgnachar1*  to  Comber  (County  Down),  and  thence  to  the  Iiffey, 
is  the  poet  says : 

u  From  Loch-Bo-Defrg  to  Birr», 
From  Sena10  eastward  to  the  sea, 
To  the  amor"  of  Chiain-Irard1- 
And'to  the  earner  of  Chain-Aid." 

Of  the  eighteen  districts  or  cantons  in  Meath,  thirteen  are  con- 

*  Sacred  Fire,  i.  e.  the  fire  sacred  to  known  to  the  translator.  Its  situation  is 
Sél,  one  of  the  goda  of  the  pagan  Irish,  sufficiently  pointed  oat  by  the  parish  of 
Tlie  Hill  of  Uisnech  was  a  famous  seat  Killeavy,  in  Upper  Orior,  co.  Armagh. 
of   droldic  worship.  *  KUleavy,    in   Irish,    Cill-t-Sleibé- 

v  The  Rye  water  falls  into  the  Liflby  Cuillinn,  i.  e.  the  church  of  Slieve-Gul- 
afc  I^ixlip.  lion,  an  old  church  in  a  parish  of  same 

*  Now,  Prankfbrd.  name,  in  the  co.  Armagh.— OD. 

*  Tochar-Corbri,  i.  e.  the  causeway  *  Perhaps  Snamh- Aighnech  (Snauv- 

or    "bog-pass  of   Garbri,    now  Ballin-  einagh),  now  Carlingford  Loch. 

togrlier.    Frankford,  Geshill,  Druracul-  *  Sena,    otherwise    Siona,    is    pro- 

to  aad  Ballmtogher  are  in  the  King's  nounced  "  Shenna"  and  "  Shinna,"  and 

co.  ig  the  Irish  name  of  the  Shannon.    It 

."  The  Amhain-Cara  is  probably  the  makes  "  Senann  M  and  "  Senainn  "  in  its 

l*ttie  Brosna,  flowing  from   Lough-  oblioue  cases ;  hence  Shannon,  the  Eng- 

cooiaph,  between  Frankford  and  Burr,  lish  form, 

into  the  Shannon.  "  Comar  signifies  the  junction  or 

"  DroahLethan  is  on  the  borders  of  meeting. 

Lfitria  and  Cavan.  *  Chain-Irard,  i.  e.  Irard  or  Erard't 

0  Fmd's  Mountain  is  situated  in  the  Park  or  Close,  was  the  old  name  of 

co.  Armagh.  Clonard,  on  the  southern   border  of 

u  Magh  Cosnamaigh.  The  name  is  un-  Meath. 
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tained  within  Meath  proper,  and  five  within  Magh-Breágh  or 
Bregia,  as  the  poet  tells  us : 

There  are  thirteen  Cantons  in  Midhe, 
Thus  all  oar  bards  have  told  osy 
And  five  in  fertile  Magh-Breagh — *' 
The  sages  well  remember  it 

The  extent  of  Midhe  I  shall  point  ont, 
And  of  the  beauteous  plain  of  Bre&gh- — 
We  know  that  it  reaches  to  the  sea, 
From  the  Sena  of  fair  fields. 

■ 

The  men  of  TebthaM  guard  its  northern  frontier 
With  those  of  Carbri,*1  of  well-won  fights — 
Famed  for  sages  and  for  bards, 
The  men  of  Breágh  dwell  thence  to  Casan. 

Meath  was  afterwards  divided  by  Aedh  Oirnide,  King  of 
Ireland,  between  the  two  sons  of  Doncadh,  son  of  Domnall,  who 
had  been  his  predecessor  on  the  Irish  throne.  Olild  and  Conco- 
bar  were  their  names:  to  one  of  them  he  gave  the  western  part, 
and  the  eastern  to  the  other.  In  the  latter  portion  is  situated  the 
royal  seat  of  Temair  or  Tara.  This  divison  has  remained  to  their 
posterity  ever  since. 

2. 
Of  the  Divisions  of  Connaught. 

The  province  of  Conacht  extends  from  Limerick  to  Bundrowes. 
It  contains  900  Baili-Biatachs  or  townships.  It  has  thirty  can- 
tons or  Tricha-Keads,  each  of  which  contains  thirty  townships ; 
there  are  twelve  ploughlands  in  each  township,  and  120  acres 
were  contained  in  each  ploughland,  making  10,800  ploughlands 
in  all  Connaught. 

It  received  the  name  "Conacht,"  in  English  Connaught,  from  a 
trial  of  magic  that  took  place  between  two  druids  of  the  Tuatha- 
De-Dananns,  whose  names  were  Kithnellach  and  Conn.  Conn, 
by  his  druidic  skill,  covered  all  Connaught  with  snow,  and  thence 
the  name  "  Connachta  "  was  given  to  the  province,  as  if  "Cuinn- 
shnechta,,?a  (Cuinn-nechta,)  otherwise,  "  Snechta-Cuinn,"  L  e. 
"Conn's    Snow."      Or,    as  others    say,   its    inhabitants    were 

•  Magk  Breagh,  pronounced  Moy-  a  mere  pan  on  the  word.  "Oonnacht"  It 
Bra,  extended  from  Dublin  to  Dro-  probably  derived  from  some  chieftain 
gheda,  along  the  sea  coast;  its  extent  named  Conn,by  adding  the  very  common 
inland  has  not  been  exactly  laid  down.  Gaelic  suffix,  "acht,"  to  his  name.  Jntt 

"  Tebtha  (Teffa)  or  Teffia  was  an  ex-  as  the  Kianacht  in  Ulster  was  formed 
tensive  district,  comprising  the  north-  from  Kian ;  and  in  Monster,  the  Bogro- 
west  of  Meath.  acht  from  Eogan,  &c,  all  formed  in  the 

11  Carbri — called  otherwise  Carbri-  same  manner,  as  "righact,"  kingdon, 
Gabra  (Gaurd).  It  was  situated  m  the  from  "  righ,"  a  king,  and  a  host  of  simi- 
co.  Longford.  lax  derivatives. 

"  Cuinn-Shnechta.  This  etymology  is 


called  " ConnachtaÍjrh,"  from  the.  words  "Cuinn  iochta,"  i.e. 
"Conn's  posterity,"  because  it  was  the  race  of  Conu  that  inhab- 
ited the  country,  namely,  the  progeny  of  Eocaidh  Muighmoodau, 
who  w:is  descended  from  Conn*3  of  the  Hundred  Battles. 

Eocaidh  Feidlech  divided  Connauglit  into  three  parts,  between 
three  persons :  to  Fidach,  son  of  Finch,  he  gave  all  the  laud 
from  Fidach"  (Feeagfi)  to  Limerick ;  to  Eocaidh  Alat  he 
Irrus-Domuaiiu  (now  Erris  in  Mayo),  extending  from  Galirah, 
(now  Gal  way,)  to  the  river  Duff  and  in  Bundrowes;  to  Tiuni, 
son  of  Curaidb,  he  gave  Magh  Saiub,"  and  the  old  districts  of 
Taeiden  as  fer  as  Temhair-Brogha-Niadh  (Tuvir-Brow-Netah),  and 
Cruachain  was  its  royal  residence. 
B, 
Of  the  divisions  of  Uladh  or  Ulster. 

The  province  of  Ulster,  from  Buudrowes  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Boyne,  (from  DrobaeÍ3  to  Inber  Colpa,)  contains  thirty-five  or 
thirty-six  cantons,  1,030  townships  or  Baili-biatachn,  making 
12,360  ploughlands  in  the  whole  province.  It  was  called  Uhulh 
[T7!hh\  from  the  word  Oll-Shaith  {Oll-hah)*  great  treasure, 
thereby  implying  the  great  wealth  of  the  territory  in  fish 
«adcattle.  Or,  perhaps  it  was  eilled  Uladh  from  Ollatnh  Fodla  ;r 
the  following  quotation  supports  that  latter  opinion : 

"  Ollamh  I'irilla,  liravf  in  tin;  light, 
From  him  nil  Uladh  has  it»  name. 
The  uUta  pL'iit  of  thp  trills  at  Tciuhair 
By  him  was  first  ordained." 

There  were  formerly  two  royal  seats  in  Ulster,  Eman-Macha" 
»d  Ailech-Neid. 

4. 

Of  the  divisions  of  Laigken™  orLcinstér. 

The  province  of  Leinster,  from  the  Strand  of  Inber  Colpa  to 

il»  Meeting  of  the  Three  Waters,  consists  of  31  cantons  and 

930  townships.    There  are  11,160  ploughlands  in  all  Leinster. 

fain.  It  was  called  Connacht  long  "Oll-Shaith.  A  níllj  pun  on  the  name. 

™re  the  time  of  this  monarch.  *  Oliamh  Fodla.   This  is  very  unlike- 

Ft&uh.    This  place  is  unknown  to  It.    Ollatnh  Fodla  lOllav  Fota),  i.  e.  the 

"f  editor.  Fi (Inch's  portion  comprised  OHamb  or  Sage  of  Fodla,  or  Ireland,  was 

*™in  it  the  present  eo.  of  Clare.  <in  honorary  title  given  to  this  prince, 

Magk  Sainb.    This  was,  perhaps,  whose  real  name  was  Eocaidh.    A  do- 

™p!»in  called  otherwise  Magh  Sarnh,  rivative  from  Ollamh  would  assume  a 

**  the  parish  of   lunishmaceaint,  in  very  different  form. 

ttatwrnty  or  Fermanagh.  Thigwasthe  •  EmanMacha.     NowNavanPort, 

**>tern  division,  containing  the  plain  of  near  Armagh. 

*J*Mght,in  which  was  the  royal  seat  ■  Laigkii  (Li/fi).     It  is  more  prob- 

•jCnuchain,  or  Omacha,  now  Bathcro-  able  that  these  lances,  if  the  resemblance 

Bw,  near  B>1,  co.  Roscommon,  in  sound  be  not  accidental,  were  called 
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It  was  called  "Laighen,"  from  the  broad,  blue  lances  which  the 
dark-haired  Gauls  brought  with  them  to  Ireland  when  thej 
came  over  with  Labraidh"  Loingsech,  for  Laighen  is  the  same 
as  "  Slegh"  (Shleh),  i.  e.  a  lance.  These  lances,  being  remarkable 
for  their  broad  polished  heads,  imposed  this  name  on  the  prov 
ince,  after  Cobthach81  Cael-Breágh  nad  been  killed  by  them  4 
Dinn-Righ.M    The  following  quotation  records  this  fact : 

"  Two  thousand  and  two  hundred  Gauls, 
Brought  their  broad  lances  from  afar — 
From  these  lances,  without  doubt, 
The  land  of  Laighen  has  its  name." 


There  were  two  royal  seats  in  Leinstcr,  namely,  Dinn-] 
and  Nás-Laighen.83    In  these  its  kings  dwelt. 

5. 
Of  the  divisions  of  the  Province  of  Eoeaidh  Abra-ruadh. 

The  province  of  Eochaid  Abra-ruadh,  from  Cork  and  Lima 
ick  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Three  Waters,  contains  35  cantons,  ii 
which  there  are  1,050  townships,  making  12,600  ploughlands  o 
all  East  Munster.  The  kings  of  this  province  had  two  roya 
seats,  in  which  they  usually  dwelt,  namely,  Dun-Grotto  aac 
Dun-Iascaigh.85 

6. 

Of  the  division  of  Coigi-Conrigh}  or  the  Province  of  Curaidh. 

The  province  of  Curaidh,  son  of  Dari,  from  Belach-Conglais 
near  Cork,  and  from  Limerick  to  the  western  coast  of  Ireland 
contains  35  cantons,  in  which  there  are  1,050  townships,  makmj 
12,600  ploughlands  in  all  West  Munster.  The  two  royal  seats  of  thi 
kings  of  this  province  were  Dun-Clari86  and  Dun-Eocair-Maighe.1 

from  the  nation  or  tribe  that  introduced       a  Nas  Laighen  (Naus  Lyen)  is  am 
them.      Laighen,    or    Lagenia,   seems  called  Naas. 

to  be  one  of  those  old  names,  given  by       M  Dun-Grott  (Doon-Gmd)  wm  tM 
their  predecessors,  for  which  the  Gaelic  uated  near  Gabbally,  by  the  dotUmp 
bards  have  coined  such  awkward  ety-  base  of  the  Gaulty  mountains, 
motorics.  *  Dun-Iascaigh    (Dooneesky)    otic* 

*ie.  Labraidh  (Lavrai),  the  mar-  pied  the  site  of  the  present  castla  .o 
iner.  Cahir,    county  Tipperarv.     Dub-Im 

•*  Cobthach,  Pronounced  Coflagh,  or  caigh  may  be  rendered  by  "  Fi&hlbrt. 
Cowhagh  Kael-bra.  It  was  situated  on  an  insulated  rook  i 

*  Dinn-Righ  (Deerwee),  i.  e.  the  the  river  Suir. 
"Port  of  Kings,"  is  situated  in  the  town-  M  Dun-Clari,  or  Dun-Glari  Hd 
land  of  Ballynockan,  about  a  quarter  of  was  apparently  that  Dun-Glari  whid 
a  mile  south  of  Leighlin  Bridge,  to  the  according  to  Dr.  O'Donovan,  in  hi 
west  of  the  Barrow.  Nothing  remains  of  notes  to  Leabar-na-g-ceart,  was  «ti 
the  palace  but  a  moat,  measuring  236  ated  in  the  townland  of  Farrammefd 
yaramcin^mferenoe^wm<^  the  king  riga,  pariah  of  BaUynacourty,  baroq 
tfrjinftertroyalhoufeeTidenUystocKi  of  Oorcaguiny,  county  Kerry.    Tim 
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These  two  divisions  erf  Monster  were  ruled  by  two  tribes,  name- 
ly, the  posterity  of  Darini  {Darinm^  and  the  posterity  of  Dergthini 
(Derkinm),  until  the  time  of  Olild  Olnm  of  the  race  of  Dei  "  9~* 
vha,  having  banished  Mao-Con,  of  the  race  of  Darini, 
upon  both  provinces  himself;  and  settled  the  government  of  them 
upon  hie  own  issue,  leaving  the  posterity  of  his  eldest  son,  Eógan 
[Owen)  Mor,  and  that  of  Oormao  Gas,  his  second,  to  succeed 
alternately  to  the  sovereignty  of  both  provinces  of  Munster. 

The  four  royal  seats,  above  mentioned,  were  the  places  where 
the  kings  who  ruled  Munster  visually  resided,  until  the  reign  of 
Core,  son  of  Lugaidh.  It  was  in  dorc's  time  that  Cashel  first 
became  known.  The  place  that  is  now  called  the  Bock  of 
Cashel  was  then  called  Sith-Drom18  (Shee-Drorn);  the  same 
place .  was  also  called  Drom-Fidbaide  {Drom-Feevceh),  i.  e. 
"  the  Woody  Bidge,"  from  the  numerous  woods  that  surrounded 
that  hill  in  the  time  of  Cora  About  that  time  two  swine-herds 
came  to  feed  their  hogs  in  the  woods  round  the  hill,  nameljr, 
Kilarn,  who  was  swine-nerd  to  the  King  of  Eli,9  and  Durdari, 
swine-herd  to  the  king  Muscraide-Thiró  *  L  e.  Ormond.  When 
these  herds  had  remained  on  the  hill  about  a  quarter  of  a  year, 
there  appeared  to  them  a  figure  as  brilliant  as  the  sun,  whose 
voice  was  sweeter  than  any  music  they  had  ever  heard,  as  it  was 
consecrating  the  hilL  and  foretelling  the  coming  of  St.  Patrick. 
When  the  swine-herds  had  returned  to  their  homes,  they  related 
what  they  had  seen  to  their  masters,  and  thus  the  story  soon 
reached  Core,  son  of  Lugaidh.  As  soon  as  this  prince  had  heard 
it,  he  came  at  once  to  Sith-Drom  and  built  a  royal  fort  thereon, 
which  he  called  Lis-na-Laechraide,41  i.  e.  "  the  Fort  of  heroes. 
When  he  had  become  king  of  Munster,  he  used  to  receive  his 
royal  "cios,"  i.  e.  tribute,  upon  the  rock  now  called  Carrick- 
Patrick,  wherefrom,  that  rock  was  thence  called  Caisel  or  Cashel, 
for  Caisel  and  Cios  ait0  mean  the  same  thing,  "craT  being  another 
name  for  earraig,  Le.a  rock,  "  Oios  aiFJ  (Kees-al)  signifies  "  the 
tribute  rocky 

7. 
Of  the  sub-divisions  of  Munster. 

When  the  posterity  of  Olild  Olum  got  possession  of  the  two 
Monsters,  they  divided  them  into  five  parts,  which  they  called 

is  another  fort  of  the  name  on  the  bono-  "  Eli  comprised  the  modern  baronies 
dary  between  the  townlands  of  Glen-  of  Eli-O' Carroll,  Kings  county,  and 
brobaun  and  Glenlara,  barony  of  Cosh-  Eliogarthy,  or  Eli-O'Fogarty  and 
tea  and  county  Limerick.  Ikerrin,  county  Tipperary. 

*  Dun-Eoenair-Maighe  (Dam-Oghir-      *  Pronounced  Mooskree-Heeri,  now 
Moy),  it  is  now  called  Bruree  (Brush  called  the  baronies  of  Upper  and  Low- 
Riogh).    It  lies  near  Croom,  in  the  er  Ormond,  county  Tipperary. 
county  of  Limerick.  *'  Pronounced  Lw^norLaeghru. 

"La  Fairy  TTffl.  «■  This  is  another  etymological  pun 
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the  Five  Munsters.  The  first  part,  called  Thomond,*  exteo 
in  length,  from  Cuchullin's44  Leap  to  the  great  road  or  Bela 
Mor  in  Ossory,45  and,  in  breadth,  from  Sliabh-Ectighe  (n 
Slieve  Anghty)  to  Sliabh-Eblinni48  (now  the  Felim  Mountaii 
Although  all  tnat  tract,  from  Sliev-Anghty  to  Limerick  (i.  e.  1 
county  Clare),  was  anciently  part  of  Connaught,  nevertheh 
Lugaidh  Menn,  son  of  dingus  Tirech,  son  of  Fer-Corb,  son 
Mogh  Corb,  son  of  Cormac  Cas,  made  sword-land,  (i.  e.  a  a 
quest)  of  it,  and  added  it  to  Munster.  This  tract  was  called  1 
"  Rugged  Land  of  Lugaidh,"  and  it  was  held  free  from  all  n 
or  tribute  to  the  kings  of  Ireland.  The  second  part,  called  ( 
mond,47  extends,  in  length,  from  Grabran  (now  Gowran,  in  1 
kcnny),  to  Cuamchoill4"  (now  Cleghile)  near  Tipperary;  its  breat 
is  from  Bearnan-Eli  (now  Barnane  on  the  Devil's  Bit  Mounts 
to  O'Bric's  Island  (on  the  coast  of  Waterford).  The  third  p 
is  Middle  Munster  j49  its  extent  is  from  Sliabh-Eblinni  to  Slial 
Caein,  (now  Slieve-Reagh,  county  of  Limerick).  The  fourth  di 
sion,  called  Desmond,80  extends  from  Sliabn-Caein,  southwa 
to  the  sea.  The  fifth,  called  Wcst-Munster,"  extends  from  L 
chair-Dogaidh  (now  Slieve-Lougher  in  Kerry),  westward,  to 
sea  ;  and  its  breadth  is  from  Glenn-na-Ruachta  (now  Gl 
arought)  to  the  Shannon. 

The    two  provinces    of   Munster   or  Mumha   (Mooa),  hi 
received  this  name  from  " Mo, ""which  signifies  "greater," 

''  Oaisel "  is  obviously  cognate  with  the  joining  the  barony  of  Coonagh,  ooi 

Latin   "  Castellum."     Its    diminutive  Limerick. 

"Caislean"  (Casklawue)  is  the  term  now  *  Ormond.   In  Irish,  "Urmhum 

used  to  translate  the  Gallo- Roman  word  (Ur-rooa) ,  i.  e.  East  Monster,  as  if  u 

•'  castel''  and  English  "castle."  Caisel  is  Mumha." 

another  form  of  "Cathair,"  i.e.  Castrum.  *  Pronounced  KixawhtU. 

It  must  not  be  inferred  from  this  that  "  In  Irish,  Meodhan-Mhumha,  (M 

the  Gaels  received  these  words  from  the  vooa.)     This  tract,  extending  (iron 

Latins.    AH  that  can  be  said  is  that  Felim    Mountains    to    Slieve-Ra 

both  had  them  from  a  common  Indo-  took  in  most  of  the  county  of  Limari 

European  source.  *  In  Irish,  "  Desmhumha "  (I 

"  Thomond.  In  Irish  "Tuadh-Mhum-  ooa,  or  Dass-vooa),  i.  e.  South-Muni 

ha,"    (Thoovooa.)      It   means    North  "  Ir.  Iar-Mhumha  (Eer-vooa). 

Mumha,  or  Munster.  "  This  is  another  instance  of  fj 

44  In  Irish  "  Leim  Concullainn."  The  silly  puns,  given  as  Etymologies,  i 

mouth  of  the  Shannon  was  so  called.  which  I  have  already  comment» 

u  Belach-mor-na  h-Osraide,  i.  e.  the  some  of  the  foregoing  notes.    If  i 

Great  Road  of  Ossory.    This,  accord-  thing,  founded  upon  merely  circum 

ing  to  Dr.  O'Donovan,  was  the  great  tial  evidence,  could  prove,  in  contn 

south-western  road  of  Ireland.    It  ex-  tion  to  the  bardic  traditions,  that 

tended  from  the  southern  side  of  the  Nation  or  Nations,  who  imposed  I 

hill  of  Tara,  in  the  direction  of  Ossory.  names  as  this  and  similar  ones  i 

-  Sliabk-Eblini.  Now  Sliabh  Feidhl-  Irish  localities,  did  not  speak  the  a 

midh,  or  Felim  Mountain,  situated  on  dialect,  such  awkward  attempts  to 

the  borders  of  the  county  Tipperary,  ad-  plain  their  etymologies,  through 
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cause  they  are  of  greater  extent  than  any  of  the  other  provinces 
of  Ireland ;  for  there  are  thirty-five  cantons  in  each  of  them, 
which  is  more  than  there  are  in  any  of  the  others»  For,  though 
we  have  reckoned  thirty-six  in  Ulster,  yet  it  contained  but 
thirty-three  until  the  kingdom  was  divided  into  provinces. 
Then  it  was  that  Carbri  Niafer,  king  of  Leinster,  gave  up  three 
cantons  of  his  own  country  to  Ulster,  namely,  &om  Loch-an- 
Choigidh  to  the  sea,  in  consideration  of  receiving  the  daughter 
of  Concobar  mac  Nessa"  in  marriage,  as  shall  be  told  hereafter 
in  the  body  of  this  history. 

In  all  Ireland  there  are  185  Tricha-Keads  or  cantons,  which 

contain  in  all  5,550  townships,  or  Baili-Biatachs,  in  the  whole  of 

which  there  are  again  66,600  ploughlands.    The  reader  must, 

however,  understand  that  the  acre,  according  to  the  old  Gaelic 

measurement,  was  twice  or  three  times  as  large  as  that  used  by 

the  strangers  at  the  present  time. 


Section  IL — Of  the  number  of  Abchbishops  and  Bishops 

in  Ireland. 

There  are  four  Archbishops  in  Ireland,  viz. :  the  Archbishop 
of  Armagh,*4  Primate  of  all  Ireland,  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
the  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam. 

The  following  bishops  are  under  the  Primate :  the  bishop  of 


tongue,  might  well  do  so.  The  names  body  called  Scot,  into  "  Scythians,"  and 
of  localities,  that  are  of  undoubted  bringing  "  Goths"  into  Spam  and  Africa 
Gaelic  origin,  are  perfectly  significant  at  a  time  when  these  latter  were,  proba- 
at  the  present  day,  and  it  needs  but  little  bly,  still  located  in  the  central  plains 
philological  knowledge,  to  enable  an  of  Asia,  and  possibly,  long  before  any 
Irishman  to  tell  what  they  mean,  for  of  the  Gothic  or  Germanic  races  had 
they  mostly  explain  themselves,  being  penetrated  into  Europe.  In  all  likeli- 
nearly  all  short,  descriptive  sentences,  hood,  the  Gaels  called  themselves  *'  de- 
as  already  remarked.  Whenever  they  scendants  of  Scot,"  in  these  early  times, 
assume  a  more  compound  or  syn-  for  the  sole  reason  that  made  branches 
thetic  form,  their  roots  are  easily  seen  of  the  same  nation  call  themselves,  and 
by  taking  away  the  usual  affixes  or  better  known  in  after  times,  descendants 
suffixes,  by  means  of  which  ordinary  of  Niall,  Brian,  or  Domnald,  and  for 
Gaelic  compounds  are  formed.  If  the  no  other,  i.  e.  O'Neills,  O'Briens,  or 
names,  "  Midhe,"  "  Uladh,"  "  Mumha,"  O'Donnells. 

"  Laighen,"  and,  perhaps,  "  Connacht,"  M  Concobar.  Commonly  called  "Con- 
were  of  this  latter  class,  our  Seana-  nor  MacNessa."  This  famous  King  of 
chies  would  not  have  left  us  such  un-  Ulster  lived  about  the  commencement 
satisfactory  conjectures  thereupon.  It  of  the  Christian  era. 
*as,  perhaps,  such  groundless  guesses  M  The  Archbishop  of  Armagh.  The 
as  these,  that  threw  an  air  of  im-  See  of  Armagh,  founded  by  St.  Pat- 
possibility  over  the  traditions  of  the  rick  in  the  5th  century,  is  the  prima- 
early  Gaelic  migrations,  by  turning  the  tial  or  metropolitan  See  of  all  Ireland. 
Cine  Scuit,  L  e.  the  descendants  of  some-  Its  immediate  jurisdiction  extends  oyqt 
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Meath,  called  by  Camden  the  bishop  of  Ail-na-Mirenn,M  i.  e.  Uis- 
neoh,  for  Ail-na-Mirenn,  i  e,  the  "  boundary  stone,"  is  the  name 
of  a  large  stone  at  Uinsech,  so  called  from  its  being  the  boundary 
stone  between  the  provinces,  from  each  of  which  a  part  had 
been  taken  to  form  Meath ;  it  was  also  called  the  stone  of  the 
"fifths"  or  provinces;  the  bishop  of  Dim  -  Da-Leth-Glassw  or 

the  greater  part  of  the  county  of  Ar-  ravaged  by  the  English,  in  the  twelfth 
magh,  with  parts  of  Louth,  :Veath,  Ti-  and  thirteenth  centuries ;  and  its  est- 
rone and  Londonderry.  It  has  ecclesias-  thedral  and  churches  having  been  final- 
tical  jurisdiction  over  the  sees  of  Meath,  ly  demolished  by  the  barbarian  soldiers 
Ardagh,  Kilmore,  Clogher,  Raphoe,  of  the  English  garrison  of  Athlone,  in 
Dcrry,  Down,  Connor  and  Dromore-—  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  it  has  fallen  into 
ConneUarisFour  Masters.  utter  decay.    But  its  ancient  great  neas 

**  The  Bishop  of  Ail~na-Mirenn —  is  amply  demonstrated  by  the  magnifl- 
that  is,  of  Meath.  "  The  ecclesiastical  cent  and  venerable  ruins  of  the  ca- 
divisions  of  ancient  Meath  were  as  fol-  thedral  and  seven  churches,  and  of  a 
lows  :  it  contained  several  small  castle,  together  with  two  beautiful 
bishops'  sees,  namely  Clonard,  Duleek,  round  towers,  some  splendid  stone 
Ardbraccan,  Trim,  Kells,  Slane,  Dun-  crosses,  and  other  antiquities  which 
shangblin  and  Kilskyre,  in  Eastmeath,  still  remain.  It  contains  one  of  the 
with  Fore,  Usnagh  and  Killere  in  most  ancient  and  extensive  cemeteries 
Westmeath.  The  diocess  of  Meath  in  Ireland,  and  was  the  burial-place  of 
comprehends  almost  the  whole  of  the  many  of  the  Irish  kings  and  princes,  as 
counties  of  Meath  and  Westmeath,  and  the  O'Conors,  kings  of  Connaught,  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  King's  county,  whom  Torlogh  0' Conor,  monarch  of 
with  parts  of  Kildare,  Longford,  and  Ireland  in  the  twelfth  century,  together 
Cavan,  being  nearly  co-extensive  with  with  his  son  Roderick  O'Conor,  the 
the  ancient  kingdom  of  Meath." — Id.      last  Milesian  monarch  of  Ireland,  were 

"  The  See  of  Clonmaenois,  in  Irish,    buried  in  its  cathedral,  and  also  many 
Cluan  Mac  is  ois,  signifying,  according    of  the  O'Melaghlins,  kings  of  Meath ; 
to  some  accounts,  "  the  retreat  of  the    the  O'Kellys,  princes  of  Hy  Maine ; 
sons  of  the  noble,"  either  from  the    the  Mac  Dermotts,  princes  of  Moylurg, 
great  numbers  of  the  sons  of  the  Irish    and  several  other  ancient  and  noble 
nobility  who  resorted  to  its  college  for    Irish  families.     Clonmaenois,  called  the 
education,  or,  from  many  of  the  Irish    Iona  of  Ireland,  is  beautifully  situated 
princes  having  their  burial  places  in  its    in  a  lonely  retreat  on  the  banks  of  the 
cemetcrv.    An  abbey  was  founded  here    Shannon,  and  though  now  part  of  the 
in  the  sixth  century,  by  St.  Kiaran  the    King's  county,  the  diocese  originally 
Younger,  on  lands  granted  by  Dermod,    formed  part  of  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
the  son  of  Carroll,  monarch  of  Ireland,    Meath,  and  was  united  to  the  see  of 
and  it  became  one  of  the  most  celebrat-    Meath  in  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth 
ed  seats  of  learning  and  religion  in  Ire-    century.    In  the  abbey  of  Clonmaenois 
land  in  the  early  ages.    It  was  formed    was  written  the  celebrated  work  called 
into  a  bishop's  see,  and  the  cathedral    the   Annals  of  Tigearnach,  by  that 
was  erected  in  the  twelfth  century  by    learned  abbot,  in  the  eleventh  century ; 
the  O'Melaghlins,  kings  of  Meath,  who    together  with  the  Book  of  Clonmaenois 
conferred  most  extensive  endowments    and  various  other  ancient  Irish  MSS." 
of  lands  on  the  abbey  and  see.    A  city    — Id.    By  the  English  Church,  Clon- 
and  college  were  also  founded  here,  and    macnois  has  been  united  to  the  see  of 
the  place  maintained  its  literary  and    Meath;    by  Catholic   Church,  it  has 
religious  celebrity  for  many  centuries ;    been  united  to  that  of  Ardagh. — E<L 
but  having  been  "repeatedly  devastated       M    The  Bishop  of  Dun-da-kth^jas 
by  the  Danes,  during  the  ninth,  tenth    (Dcon-daw-lah-^iass),  or  Down.    The 
and  eleventh  centuries,  and  frequently    tee  of  Down,  in  Latin  Dunum,  was 
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-Down;  the  bishop  of  Clogher;"  the  bishop  of  Connor  or  Cu- 

inniri  ;M  the  bishop  of  Ardagh  ;H  the  bishop  of  Raphoe  ;•*  the 
Mhop  of  Bathlngb  ;*  the  bishop  of  Dal-Mdchair  ••  the  bishop 
of  Deny." 

tented  by  St  (Mann  in  the  fifth  ceo-  qualify  stjted  bishops  of  ObgUQa. 

tor.    The  bishops  of  Down  «re  also-  In  the  thirteenth  century,  the  greater 

emed  Whops  of  Ulidk  or  Uladh.  put  of  Louth  was  separated  from 

This  diocese  comprehends  the  greater  Clogher,  sod  added  to  Armagh.    In 

part  of  the  county  of  Down,  with  a  this  diocese  lies  the  abbey  of  Devinish 

small  portion  of  Antrim.    The  see  of  Island,  in  Loch  Erne,  found  by  St. 

Droaaore^íbimdedbjStOolmaninthe  Moiaisi,  or  Laserian,  in  the  sixth  cen- 

abrth  centnryr  now  forms  part  of  that  torj,  which  was  celebrated  for  many 

afDown.    At  Newry,  a  mat  Oister-  am  as  a  seat  of  learning  and  refigkm. 

dam  abbey  was  founded  oy  Marker-  Some  of  its  venerable  rams  etfll  re- 

taafc  Mae  Lochhthm,  (Mac  Loughlin),  main,  and  among  them  an  ancient 

king  of  Inland,  in  the  twelfth  century,  round  tower  in  perfect  [ncasnration. 

A  mitred  abbot  presided  over  it,  who  The  seat  of  the  diocese  is  at  Clogher, 

mil  episcopal  Jurisdiction  orer  the  in  the  county  of  Tyrone.    This  see 

JaWUdpa  of  Mourne  and  Newry.  This  was  founded  by  St  Macartin,  in  the 

abbey  was  named,  in  Irish,  that  of  fifth  century,— íí. 

•iBbhar  Ohinn  Traighe*1  {yoor-keen-  ■   71*  Bishop  of  Cwnniri  (Qwn- 

*wjf),Le.  Of  the  yew  at  the  head  of  the  nerie),  or   Connor.    The  diocese  of 

atauL    IT»  ftunous  abbey  of  Bangor,  Connor  was  founded  in  the  fifth  een- 

m  Irish  M  Besnehoir,"  founded  by  the  tury,  by  St  Mum*  Mae  Nisei,  who 

SSt  Oomgall  or  Congal,  in  the  became  its  first  bishop  and  abbot    It 

century,  lay  also  within  the  pros-  comprehends  almost  the  whole  of  the 

eat  diocese  of  Down.    "  The  cathedral  county  of   Antrim,  with  small  por- 

sf  Bowapatrick  was  for  many  centuries  tions  of  Down  and  Derry.    Itis  com- 

ásoorateu  with  beantJiul  marble  statues  posed  of  the  following  ancient  bishop- 

of  «v  three  great  saints,  Patrick,  Ck>l-  ricks,  Ouhmiri,  Airthirmuiflh  (j6^ 

•ajaHUn  and  Bridget ;  but  in  the  reign  moy),  Gflknaidh  (Kxll-roo),  Ouilraithen 

of  Henry  VIILtA.D.  1538,the  lord  dep-  (Cooil-Rahen),  now  Ooleraine,  Rech- 

ity,  Leonard  Grey,  having  invaded  Ul-  rann  and  Rathsithe  (RaxtrSheehie.) — Id. 

star,  plundered  and  burnt  the  town  and  m  "  The  Diocese  of  Ardagh  fouwod  by 

cathedral  of  Downpatrick  ;  and  he  and  St  Mel,  in  the  fifth  century,  whose 

sia  barbarian  soldiers  broke  and  de-  bishops  were  also  called   bishops  of 

heed   the   statues   of    88.  Patrick,  Conmacni,  from  a  district  in  Leitrim  so 

Bridget,  and  Oolumkille.    Representa-  denominated,  comprehends,  at  present, 

tions  of  the  statues  of  the  three  saints  nearly  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Long- 

ftom   Messimrham's  FloriUgium   are  ford,  and  some  parts  of   Westmeath. 

S'ven  in  a  plate  prefixed  to  the  life  of  Roscommon,  Leitrim,  Sligo  and  Ca- 

L  Patrick  by  Jocelyn,  a  Cistercian  van."— Id. 

Bonk  of  Furness  abbey,  in  Lancashire,  w  Diocese  of  Raphoe.  Founded  by  St 

written  in  the  twelfth  century,  trans-  Eunan,  whom  L&nigan   considers  to 

hied  from  the  original  Latin  by  Ed-  have  been  the  same  person  as  Adam- 

nund  Swift,  and  published  in  Dublin  nan,  the  celebrated  abbot  of  Iona,  in  the 

st  the  Hibernia   press   in  the   year  seventh  century,  who  was   a   native 

1809." — Id..  of  Tyrconnell.    This  diocese  compre- 

*  The  Bishop  of  Clochar  (Clogher).  hends  the  greater  part  of  the  county 

At  present   the  diocese   of  Clogher  of  Donegal — Id. 

comprehends  the  whole  of  the  county  "  Rath  Lugh,  otherwise  Rathlure — 

of  Monaghan,   the   greater   part    of  See  Derry. 

Fermanagh,  portions  of  Tyrone  and  •  The  Bishop  of  Dal-Mochar.    This 

Donegal,  and  a  small  part  of  Louth,  see  has  not  been  identified  by  the 

Its  bishops  were,  in  former  times,  fre-  editor. 
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Under  the  archbishop  of  Dublin64  are  the  bishop  of  Qlenda- 

•  The  Bishop  of Derru.    A  monastery  ney,  and  sometimes  of  Tit  Brnm* ,  a 

was  founded  in  the  sixth  century,  by  St.  name  latinized  by  Ware  to  Tribuma. 

Golnmkille,  at   a  place  called  Voire  The  diocese  comprises  almost  the  entire 

Calgach,  that  is  the  Oak  Wood  of  of  the  county  of   Cavan,  with    the 

Calgacb,  which  St  Adamnanus,  abbot  greater  part  of  Leitrim,  a  large  portion 

of  Iona,  in  the  seventh  century,  in  his  of  Fermanagh,  and  a  small  portion  of 

Life  of  St  Columkille,  translates  Ro-  Meath. — Id. 

boreium  ColgncM.  It  was  also  called  M  The  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  St 
Doire  Caliim  Cille,  or  the  Oak  Wood  Livinus  is  mentioned  by  Colgan,  in  his 
of  St  Columkille,  anglicised  to  Derry  Trias  Thaumaturga,  as  the  first  bishop 
Columkille,  and  gave  its  name  to  the  of  Dublin,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Derry.  This  abbey  seventh  century ;  and  he  states,  that 
was  long  famous  as  a  seat  of  learning  and  having  gone  on  a  mission  to  preach 
religion,  and  its  abbots  were  also  styled  the  Gospel  in  Flanders,  he  suffered 
bishops.  In  the  twelfth  century  a  reg-  martyrdom  there.  In  the  eleventh 
ular  bishop's  see  was  formed  at  Derry,  century,  from  A.  D.  1038  to  1084, 
to  which  was  afterwards  annexed  the  Donatus  and  Patrick,  both  Ostmen, 
see  of  Ardsrath,  or  Rathlure.  A.  D.  or  Danes,  were  bishops  of  Dublin. 
1164,  Muiredach  Mac  Lochlainn,  king  These,  and  some  other  bishops  and 
of  Ireland,  erected  a  cathedral  at  Derry,  archbishops  of  Dublin  in  the  elev- 
which,  together  with  the  abbey  and  enth  and  twelfth  centuries,  recetr- 
other  ecclesiastical  establishments,  was  ed  their  consecration  from  the*  arch- 
destroyed  by  the  English,  under  Sir  bishops  of  Canterbury,  and  were  in 
Henry  Mocwra,  in  the  reign  of  Eliza-  canonical  obedience  bound  to  the  me- 
beth.  Tk*.  diocese  of  Derry  compre-  tropolitan  see  of  England ;  bat  in 
hends  the  greater  part  of  the  county  A.  D.  1162,  Laurence  0 Toole,  the 
of  Londonderry,  with  nearly  half  of  celebrated  archbishop  of  Dublin,  was 
Tyrone,  and  a  large  portion  of  Done-  consecrated  by  Gclasius,  archbishop  of 
gal,  and  a  very  small  portion  of  An-  Armagh,  and  the  custom  ceased  of  the 
trim.  To  Derry  has  been  united  the  archbishops  of  Dublin  going  for  eon- 
ancient  diocese  of  Ardsratha  on  «the  secration  to  Canterbury.  Gregory, 
river  Derg,  now  the  parish  of  Ard-  who  was  consecrated  in  A.  D.  1121, 
straw,  in  Tyrone,  was  an  ancient  was  in  A.  D.  1152,  the  first  who  got 
bishop's  sec  founded  by  St.  Eugene,  in  the  title  of  archbishop  of  Dublin,  from 
the  sixth  century.  Ardsrath  after-  Cardinal  John  Paparo,  the  Pope1» 
wards  got  the  name  of  Rathlurig,  or  legate  at  the  council  of  Kells,  those 
Rathlure,  from  St.  Luric  or  Lurac,  to  prelates  beinjr.  until  the  twelfth  century 
whom  its  church  was  dedicated.  The  only  styled  bishops  of  Dublin.  The  see 
see  of  Ardsrath  or  Rathlure,  at  an  of  Ferns  was  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
early  period,  was  transferred  to  Mag-  centuries  the  chief  sec  of  Leinster ;  bat 
hera,  in  the  county  of  Derry,  and  af-  during  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh 
terwards  annexed  to  Derry  in  the  centuries,  Kildare  was  made  the  me- 
twelfth  century.  The  bishops  of  these  tropolitan  see  of  that  province ;  and 
sees  were  styled  bishops  of  Tir  Eogain  hcuce  the  bishops  of  Ferns  and  of  Ktt- 
or  Tyrone,  or  bishops  of  Kind  Eogain.  dare  were  in  those  times  styled  by  the 
— Id.  Irish  writers  bishops  or  archbishops 

The   following   important  sec,  not  of  Leinster ;   but  in  the-  twelfth  oen» 

named  by  Keating,  lies  within  the  arch-  tury,  Dublin  was  constituted  the  me» 

iepiscopal    province  of   Armagh,  the  tropolitan  see  of   Leinster,  and    the 

ancient    see  of  Ktlmore,  founded  by  bishops  styled  archbishops  of  Dublin, 

St.    Fcidlimidh    or    Felim,    in    the  and  sometimes  archbishops  of  Leinster. 

sixth  century.     The  bishops  of  Kil-  And  in  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth 

more  were  in  early  times  styled  Bisk-  century,  A.  D.  1214,  under  Henry  de 

opt  of  Bnfney,  of  Hy-Bnun*  Brtf-  Loundres,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  the 


IBs  jqnroer  09  nwooti.  W 

:urfP«ns;«  tbftUfihpp<rfO«)fyf  ti»«Aop 
the  bishop  of  Kildaxe.* 


am  -pf .  QlsndeJoiigh  m  unit-  religion,  as)d  Hi  abbots  'dowa  to  Ike 

ft*  Dthito :  tat  the  arehbfchops  twelftk  eeotuVy  were  dried 

MUa  tab»  til  Erik*,  their  A*  Jfeyfait,  mv  Dublin,  a  a 

im  not  sttkaowJadgod  by  wm  founded  to  the  sixth  cc 

,  who  had  for  many  cento-  St  Oahnoaoh,  or  Keany,  from 

saltoaiwarii  their  own  recognised  KOkaoinrdflri^itaiMm^aiidtfaeah- 

opt-of  Qleedakwgh,  and  tin  vrfoa  bote  of  rfurias  were  to  AM  efterealh 

4f*tfca  jtora sees  was  ao*  peaceably and  ceatory  styled  Mahops.    ill  Asar*, 

^to  «■tatdswod  mntfl  tha  latter  ead  of  near  I*b^  aa  abbey  was  lennded  la 

ggjMtwth  centaiy.  From  tke  twelfth  tha  eixth' century  by  St  Ootasskfllft, 

asghtoeafh  ceatoyroaiaTkahle  which  was  long  oelebrataL^fto  aft> 

end  oos^rorersiei  were. oerried  toto  were  styloa  bishops  down  to'thfc 

lea^arehbishops  or  Armagh  twelfth  ontor.     M  Lmk,  to  toft 

«f  DtthKn  respecting  tha  primacy,  cooatyof  DubkV  an  abbey  was  foaml- 

«f  «to»  archbishops  dalming  prfr  edtotheifthceotoiyfay&Maewltod, 

NT ;   ■**  the  chubs  of  Armagh  o^  to  aiidhfc  successors  to  the  twelfth 

ton  -  primacy  were  finally  conoeded,  ceutuif  were  dsoommatcd  abbots  and 

■wBbJ^owofPablmbatagatiyiBd  bishops  of  Lusk.    Allthe  abore***» 

tastee  of  Imlaad,  and  the  arch»  tkmea  sseafl  sees  were  «m— M  to  toft 

of  Armagh  primate*  of  all  see  c€  Daliem,  to  the  twelfth 

The  ablest  argument»  oo  too  *  tUm  ef€N$nMoch  waa 


tsjtoot,  eViiwiÉhwtlág  the  superior  tor  St  Cbofafto,  or  Kevin,  to  tha 
iftsliiff/  of  Armagh,  and  its  right  sfacth  oeotory.  Ike  name  to  fri*  Is 
tots  primacy,  are  eontotoed  ill  Ibe    CJeietolerej  rignKrmg  the  talley  of 


published  to  l«k\  a  the  two  lata,  it  being  efeeatod  to  a 
httoid  work,  written  to  Iatfto  by  beautiful  veIUy4>oetoinmg  two  lata, 
Be*  llaoMs^  Archbishop  of  A*  aadsnro«DMwitoiMgúfleentawafr. 
«p.  Another  remarkable  area»,  tains  to  the  oocmty  of  Wieklow.  Gtoa- 
tokea  esaneotod  with  the  diocese  of  dsioagh  haa  ban  ceiled  tor  Letto 
Ihsto  amy  be  meotiaaBd,  namely,  that  writers  JQwisspatos  B*t*gm*n*m  or 
tafeeleveBthoeotoiy  to  the  present  the  Bsmoprio  of  the  two  Lakes  rand 
tie»  it  contains  two  cathedrals,  those  by  Pope  Loans  UL  it  is  mentioned  as 
48k  Patrick  and  Christ  Church,  of  Épi$cop*tm$In*ularum,  or  the  Bishopric 
viatkit  is  said  only  another  instance  of  the  Isles.  The  diocese  of  Glenda- 
fctobe  found  in  any  see,  namely,  at  loogh,  in  ancient  times,  comprised 
tape»,  in  8pain.  The  United  Dio~  the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  a  mat 
**»  of  DuhHn  and  Olttu/a'ougk  com-  part  of  the  county  of  Dublin.  Glen- 
vim  the  greater  part  of  the  county  dalough,  in  the  ancient  times,  was 
tfDaWro,  together  with  a  great  part  a  celebrated  seat  of  learning  and 
•J  Wicklow,  and  parts  of  Wexford,  religion,  and  contained  a  large  city ; 
Kikhre,  and  Queen's  county.  It  but  being  repeatedly  ravaged  by  the 
uefcim  within  it,  the  following  an-  Danes,  during  the  ninth  and  tenth 
«tot  sees :  At  Clnan-Dolciin,  now  centuries,  ana  by  the  English  in  the 
Obodelkin,  near  Dublin,  St.  Cronan  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  it 
Mickn*  in  the  seventh  century  found-  fell  into  complete  decay ;  but  its  tor- 
•J  an  abbey,  winch  was  of  note  for  mer  greatness  is  sufficiently  demon- 
**ay  centuries,  and  its  abbots  were  strated  by  the  extensive  ruins  of  a 
rtjkd  bishops.  At  Tamhlacht,  or  Tal-  cathedral  and  seven  churches,  a  round 
■got,  near  Dublin,  a  monastery  was  tower,  and  other  interesting  antique 
táaÚ  about  the  sixth  century,  and  ties,  which  still  remain. 
8t  Ifaohmaa  is  mentioned  as  its  first  "  The  Bishop  of  Fkrne.  The  See  of 
okhop  in  the  eighth  century.  It  was  Ferns  was  founded  by  St.  Moeg,  in  the 
celebrated  aa  a  seat  of  learning  and    latter  end  of  the  sixth  century.    The 
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Under  the  archbishop  of  Cashel"  are  the  bishop  of  Eillaloe  ;■ 

name  Moeg,  in  Irish  Maodhog,  is  Lat-  tury,  and  who  was  called  St  Kiaran 
inised  Matdocus,  also  Aedanus  and  the  elder,  to  distinguish  him  from  Kia- 
Aidanus,  and  anglicised  Moeg,  or  Mai-  ran  of  Okunacnoia,  who  lived  at  a 
doc,  also  Aidan  or  £dan ;  Giraldns  later  period.  The  see  of  Saiger  was 
Oámbrensis  says  "Sanctus  Aidanos  afterwards  transferred  to  Achadbs 
qui  et  Hibermce  Maidocus  dicitur."  (Aghavoe),  in  the  barony  of  Upper  Os- 
The  celebrated  St.  Moeg»  or  Aidan,  sory,  in  the  Queen's  county,  where  a 
was  a  native  of  that  part  of  Brefhey  celebrated  monastery  was  founded  by 
now  called  the  county  of  Oavan,  and  St.  Canice,  in  the  sixth  century.  The 
founded  there  the  abbey  of  Dromlane ;  see  of  Aghaboe  continued  to  be  the 
he  afterwards  went  to  Britain,  and  seat  of  the  diocese  of  Ossory,  to  near 
studied  some  time  under  St.  David,  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century,  when  it 
bishop  of  Menevia,  in  Wales,  and  on  was  removed  to  Kilkenny,  and  called 
returning  to  Ireland,  Brandubh,  king  the  see  of  Ossory ;  and  the  bishops  of 
of  Leinster,  granted  him  the  territory  Ossory  were  in  early  times  styled 
about  Ferns,  where  he  founded  the  bishops  of  Saiger,  and  sometimes 
cathedral  and  see  of  Ferns,  and  died  bishops  of  Aghavoe.  The  diocese  of 
at  an  advanced  age,  on  the  31st  of  Jan-  Ossory  comprehends  almost  the  whole 
nary,  A.  D.  632.  The  see  of  Sletty  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  with  the 
was  the  chief  see  of  Leinster,  in  the  fifth  barony  of  Upper  Ossory,  in  the  Onsen's 
and  sixth  centuries ;  but  in  the  begin-  county ;  and  the  parish  of  Seir-Kiaran, 
nine  of  the  seventh  century,  Ferns  was  in  King's  county,  being  nearly  oo-ex- 
made  the  metropolitan  see  of  that  prov-  tensive  with  the  ancient  principality 
ince ;  hence  the  bishops  were  styled  bish-  of  Ossory. — Clonenagh,  in  the  Queen* 
ops  of  Leinster;  and  Ferns  continued  to  county,  had  a  celebrated  monastery 
be  the  chief  see  until  the  beginning  of  founded  in  the  fifth  century  by  St 
the  ninth  century , when  Kildare  was  con-  Fintan,  and  its  abbots  were  slso  styled 
stituted  the  metropolitan  see  and  con-  bishops ;  it  was  annexed  to  the  sea  of 
turned  so  till  the  twelfth  century,  when  Leighlin. — Id. 
Dublin  was  constituted  archiepiscopal  "  Th*  Bishops  of  Leighlm.  The 
see  of  Leinster.  In  the  Lives  of  St.  See  of  laughlm.  A  monastery  was 
Moeg,  quoted  by  Golgan  and  Lanigan,  founded  here  in  the  beginning  of  the 
it  is  stated  that  a  great  synod  in  Lein-  seventh  century  by  St  Gobban,  sod 
ster,  the  king  Brandubh,  with  the  clergy  shortly  after,  St.  Molaise,  who  was  al- 
and people,  decreed  that  the  archiepis-  so  called  Laserian,  made  Leighlin  a 
copal  sec  of  Leinster  should  be  that  bishop's  see.  In  A.  D.  630,  a  great 
of  St.  Moeg.  Ferns,  called  in  an-  synod  of  bishops  and  clergy  was  held 
cient  times  pMrna  Mcúdhoig,  or  Ferns  at  Leighlin,  to  regulate  the  time  for  the 
of  Moeg,  became  a  great  city,  and  was  celebration  of  Easter.  The  abbey  of 
the  chief  residence  of  the  kings  of  Leighlin  became  celebrated  under  St. 
Leinster,  but  fell  into  decay  from  its  Laserian ;  and  it  is  stated  that  at  oat 
repeated  ravages  by  the  Danes,  in  the  time  it  contained  fifteen  hundred  monks, 
teuth  and  eleventh  centuries.  The  The  Diocese  of  Leighlin  comprises  the 
diocese  of  Ferns  comprises  nearly  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Carlow,  a  eon- 
whole  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  with  siderable  part  of  the  Queen's  county, 
small  portions  of  wicklow and  Queen's  with  some  portions  of  Kilkenny  sad 
county.— Id.  Wicklow.  Tht  Sec  of  SUtty.  A  church 
"  The  Bishop  of  OtMort/.  The  See  was  founded  at  a  place  called  Sleibhti, 
of  Ossory  was  first  founded  at  Saiger,  by  St  Fiech  or  Ficchus,a  celebrated  die- 
now  the  parish  of  Seir-Kieran,  near  ciple  of  St  Patrick,  in  the  fifth  cenf — 
Birr,  in  the  King's  county  ;  and  was  Sletty  was  situated  in  Hy  Kinse] 

so  called  from  Kiaran  of  Safoer,  a  near  the  river  Barrow,  about  a 

celebrated  saint  who  founded  a  church  from  the  present  town  of  Oarlow,  on 

there  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  sen-  the  borders  of  the  Queen's  county  5  H 
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&e  bishop  of  Limerick  ;n  the  bishop  of  Innis-Cathaigh,73 1.  e.  Innis- 

gives  name  to  a  parish  in  that  county,  or  assembly  of  bishops,  clergy,  and  no- 
and  the  rains  of  an  ancient  church  still  bility  at  Cashel,  in  which  be  assigned 
remain.    St  Fiechniade  Slettya  bish-  over  to  the  see  and  its  bishops  that 
op's  see,  and  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  cen-  hitherto  royal  seat  of  the  kings  of  Mun- 
taries  it  was  the  chief  see  of  Leinster,  ster,  which  was  dedicated  to  God,  St 
but  was  afterwards  annexed  to  Leigh-  Patrick,  and  St.  Ail  be;  and,  accord- 
lin  — Id.  ing  to  the  same  annals,  in  A.  D.  1127, 
•  The   Bishop   of    Kldare.     The  Cormac  Mac  Carthy  erected  a  chapel 
monastery  of  át    Bridget   was    the  there,  called  from  him  Teampull  Chor- 
first  religious  foundation  at  Kildare,  maic  or  Cormac's  chapel,  which  in  the 
and  the  place  became  celebrated  as  year  1134  was  consecrated  at  a  great 
a  seat  of  learning  and  religion ;    a  synod  of  the  bishops,  clergy  and  nobil- 
great  town  or   city  grew  np  there,  ity  of  Monster,  held  at  Cashel  for  that 
and  an  episcopal  see  was  founded  in  purpose.    A.  D.  1169,  Donald  O'Brien, 
it  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fifth  cen-  king  of  Thomond,  erected  a  new  church 
tory,  St  Conlaeth  being  appointed  its  or  cathedral  at  Cashel,  which  he  am- 
firet  bishop ;  his  successors  were  styled  ply  endowed.    There  are  still  remain- 
bishops  and  abbots  of  Kildare,  and  rag  on  the  rock  of  Cashel  many  inter- 
some  of  them  designated  bishops  of  esting  antiquities,  as  Cormac's  chapel; 
Leinster.     In   the   ninth,  tenth,  and  a  round  tower  and  the  magnificent  ruins 
eleventh    centuries,   Kildare    became  of  the  ancient  cathedral.    The  Diocese 
the  metropolitan  see  of  Leinster.    Kil-  of  Cashel  comprises  the  greater  part 
dare  was  long  celebrated  as  a  seat  of  the  county  of  Tipperary  with  small 
of  learning  ana  sanctity,  but  in  the  portions  of  Limerick  and  Kilkenny ; 
ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  from  the  re-  and   the  archiepiscopal  see  of  Cashel 
pealed  devastations  of  the  Danes,  the  has  jurisdiction  over  the  ecclesiastical 
place  fell  to  decay ;  and  much  more  province  of  Munster. — Id. 
destructive  were  the  wars  of  later  times ;  "  Tie  Biihop  of  Kilialne.    The  See 
but  the  magnificent  ruins  of  the  ancient  of  Killaloe,  in  Irish  Cill-da-Lna,  or  the 
cathedral,  with  a  most  beautiful  round  church  of  Lua,  got  its  name  from  St 
tower,  and  some  fragments  of  splendid  Lua,  or  Molua,  who  founded  a  church 
stone  crosses  which  still  remain,  amply  there  in  the  sixth  century.    The  name 
demonstrate  its  former  greatness.    At  of  Killaloe  is  latinized  Laonia,  and  it 
Kilcullen  in  Kildare,  an  abbey  was  became  a  bishop's  see  in  the  seventh 
founded   by  St.  Isercnus,  in  the  fifth  century,  the  first    bishop    being    St 
century,  and   its   abbots  were  styled  Flannan,  a  disciple  of  St.  Molua,  who 
bishops  down  to  the  twelfth  century,  was    consecrated    at  Rome  by  Pope 
at  which  time  it  was  annexed  to  the  John  IV.,  A.  D.  639.    St  Flannan  was 
see  of  Kildare.   The  Diocese  of  Kildare  the  son  of  Torlogh,  king  of  Munster, 
comprises  the  greater  part  of  the  county  who  endowed  the  see  with  extensive 
of  Kildare,  with  a  great  part  of  the  lands,  and  was  interred  in  the  cathe- 
King's  county,  and  a  considerable  por-  dral.    The  abbey  and  see  of  Killaloe 
tion  of  the  Queen's  county.  were  amply  endowed  by  the  O'Briens, 
*   Tie   Arclmhop  of  Cashel    The  kings  of  Thomond,    who   erected  the 
Archbishops  of  Cashel  were  styled  by  cathedral,   in   which    many    of   them 
the  old  Irish  writers,  bishops  of  Leth  were   interred.      The  ancient  see    of 
J/bgfta,  and  bishops  of  Munster.     Ac-  Roscrea,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
cording  to  some  accounts,  St.  Patrick  was  in  the  twelfth  century  united  to 
founded  the  see  and  held  a  synod  at  Killaloe.      The    bishops    of   Killaloe 
Cashel,  attended  by   Ailbe  of  Emly,  were  sometimes  styled  bishops  of  Tho- 
Declan  of  Ardraore  and  other  saints,  mond.     Birr  had  a  celebrated  abbev 
k.  D.  1101,  Murtogh   0  Brien,  king  founded  by  St.  Brendau,  in  the  sixth 
of  Munster,  according  to   the  annals  century,  and  its  abbots  were  styled  bish- 
of  Inisfallen,  convened  a  great  synod  ops :  it  was  annexed  to  the  see  of  Kil- 
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Oaliy ;  the  bishop  of  Kilfemora  ;7i  the  bishop  of  Emly  ;w  the  bishéPp 
of  lioscrea  j78  tho  bishop  of  Waterford ;"  the  bishop  of  Li8more,,, 

laloe.    The  Diocese  of  Killaloe  com-  the  fifth  century  by  the  celebrated  St 

prebends  the  greater  part  of  the  county  Ailbe,  who  was  called  the  Patrick  of 

of  Clare,  with  a  large  portion  of  Tip-  Minister,  and  patron  of  that  province, 

perary,  and  parts  of  Limerick,  King's  Emly  was  in  ancient  times  a  considera- 

and  Queen's  counties,  and  Galway.  id.  ble  city,  and  called  u  lm&h  luLhair" 

u  The  Sx  of  Limerick  was  (banded  in  (Inlagi  y>H.r  y  uvarV  which  sigiioes 
the  sixth  century  by  St  Munchen,  who  Emly  of  the  Yew  Trees,  and  some- 
became  the  first  bishop.  In  the  tenth  times  Imleach  Ailbe,  or  Emly  of  St 
and  eleventh  centuries,  several  of  the  Ailbe.  The  bishops  of  Emly  were 
bishops  of  Limerick  were  Danes,  a  col-  sometimes  styled  bishops  of  Monster» 
ony  of  that  people  possessing  the  city  as  it  was  in  early  times  the  mctropoli- 
at  that  period.  In  the  twelfth  century  tan  see  of  that  province.  The  see  wet 
a  new  cathedral  was  erected  by  the  united  to  Cashel  in  the  sixteenth  oen- 
O'Briens,  kings  of  'I  homond,  who  am-  tnry,  A.  D.  1578.  The  diocese  of  Kndy 
ply  endowed  the  see.  The  Diocese  of  is  but  small,  and  comprises  parts  of  the 
Limerick  comprises  the  greater  part  of  counties  of  Tipperary  and  limerick. — 
the  county  of  Limerick,  with  a  portion  Id. 
of  Clare  — Id.  ™  Roscrea,  in  Tipperary,  was  an  an» 

n  The  bishop  of  Innis-C<*th  igh.  The  cient  bishop's  see,  founded  by  St  Cro> 

See  of  Inniscathy  was  founded  in  the  nan,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  sixth  cen- 

flfth  century  by  St.  Patrick,  and  St  tury,  and  was  in  early  times  annexed  to 

Senan,  bishop  and  abbot  of  Inis-Car-  Killaloe. 

thy,  is    mentioned  as  his   successor.  "  Ttie  Bishop  of  Waterford.    The 

Iine-Oathy  is  an  island  situated  near  See  of  Waterford  was  founded  by  the 

the  mouth  of  the  Shannon,  and  its  an-  Danes  of  that  city,  in  the  later  end  of 

cient  monastery  was  a  celecrated  seat  the  eleventh  century ;  and  Malchus,  a 

of  religion  in  early  times,  and  continn-  Dane,  who  was  a  Benedictine  menk  of 

ed  for  many  years  a  great  place  of  pil-  Winchester,    was   appointed  its  first 

griroage.    The  ancient  see  comprised  bishop,  A.  D.  1096,  and  consecrated  by 

some  adjoining  districts  in  the  counties  Ansclm,    archbishop    of   Canterbury, 

of  Limerick  and  Clare,  and  was  annex-  The  bishops  of  Waterford  were  styled 

ed  to  the  see  of  Limerick  in  the  twelfth  by  the  old  writers,  bishops  of  Port 

century. — Id.  Lairge,  the  ancient  name  ot  that  city. 

"  The  Bishop cf  Klfenora.    The  See  The  patron  saint  of  the  diocese  is  Ot» 

of  Kilfenora,  according  to  Lanigan,  teran,  or  Odrau. 

(vol.  ii.  p.  197,)  was  tounded  by  St.  w  Vie  Bishop  of  Li smore.  The  See  of 

Fachna,  or  St.  Fachnan,  and  the  bisb-  Lismore,  in  Waterford,  was  founded  in 

ops  were  also  styled  bishops  of  Fena-  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  century 

bore,  and  sometimes  bishops  of  Cor-  by  St.  Carthach,  who  was  also  called 

comroe,    all    of  which    names    were  Mochuda.    The  see  of  Ardmorc  having 

applied  to  this  see.    A  celebrated  Cis-  been  annexed  to  Lismore  in  the  twelfth 

tcrcian   monastery  was  founded   and  century,  both  were  annexed  to  the 


endowed  at  Co  re  urn  roe,  in  the  twelfth  of  Waterford  in  the  fourteenth  century, 

century,  by  Donal  O'Brien,  king  of  A.  D.  1363,  by  Pope  Urban  V.    Lis- 

Limenck,  and  his  son  Donoujrh  Cair-  more,  from  the  fame  of  its  university, 

breach  O'Brien,  prince  of  Thomond.  became   an   extensive  city,  and   had 

The  Diocese  of  Kilfenora  comprises  only  no  less  than  twenty  churches.    The 

the  baronies  of  Burrcn  and  Corcomroc,  Diocese   of    Lismore    comprises    the 

in   the   county  of  Clare,    being  the  greater  part  of  the  county  of  Water- 

sma'lcst  in  Ireland.    Kilfenora  is  called  ford,  and  part  of  Tipperary ;  and  the 

14  K  ill-Finnabharach"  (K  Unncuragh),  Diocese  of  Waterford  comprises  the  city 

in  Gaelic.—^  of  Waterford,  with  a  portion  of  the 

*  The  See  of  Emly  was  founded  in  county. 


THE  HISTORY  OP  IRELAND.  101 

the  bishop  of  Cloyne  ;*  the  bishop  of  Cork  j80  the  bishop  of  Ross  ;* 
L  e.  Ros-O'Carbn,  and  the  bishop  of  Ardfort81 
Under  the  archbishops  of  Tuam88  are  the  bishops  of  Kill-mac 

"  The  Bishop  of  Cloyne.  The  Sec  of  Innis-fallen,  and  lakes  of  Killarney,  was 
Cloyne  was  founded  in  the  latter  end  of  in  very  early  times  annexed  to  Ardfert. 
the  sixth  or  beginning'  of  the  seventh  This  united  diocese  is  very  large,  com- 
century  by  St.  Colman,  a  disciple  of  St.  prising  all  Kerry  and  a  small  portion  of 
Finbarr  of  Cork.    Oloyne  is  called,  in  the  county  of  Cork.  The  following  were 
Irish, "  Cluain-Uamha,"  (Clooln  Oovr,)  also  distinguished  sees  in  Munster.  It  is 
signifying   the  retreat  of   the  Cave,  not  out  of  place  to  put  them  down  here. 
Tne  Diocese  of  Cloyne  comprises  a  third  Tir-dctrglas,  now  the  parish  of  Terry- 
part  of  the  county  of  Cork. — //.  glass,  in  the  barony  of  Lower  Ormond, 
"  Tie  B  shop  of  Cork.    "  The  see  of  county  of  Tipperary,  had  a  celebrated 
Cork  was  founded  by  St.  Barr,  called,  monastery,  founded  by  St  Columbia  in 
also,  Fin-Barr,  in  the  beginning  of  the  the  sixth  century,  and  some  of  its  abbots 
7th  century.     It  comprises  the  city  were  styled  bishops.    This  place  was 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  county  of  long  eminent  as  a  seat  learning  and  re- 
Cork." — Id.  ligion,  but  was  destroyed  by  the  Danes 
91  The  Bishop  of  Ross.    "  The  see  of  in  the  tenth  century  "     The  see  of  Ard- 
'Robs  was  founaad  in  the  beginning  of  more,  in  Waterford,  was  founded  in  the 
the  6th  century  by  St.  Fachnan  {Fagh-  fifth  century,  by  St.  Declan,  who  was 
*ra*).     It  was  anciently  called  '  Ros  of  the  tribe  of  the  Desies,  (i.  e.  O'Fae- 
alitri/  i.  e.  the  Plain  of  Pilgrimage,  lans  aud  O'Brics,)  and  who,  naving  stud- 
bat  in  modern  times  it  is  called  Ross  ied  at    Rome,  became    highly  distin- 
Oarberry.    Ross  had  formerly  a  college  guished  for  learning  and  sanctity.    Ard- 
and  a  Benedictine  monastery.    It  was  more  was  united  to  Lismore  in  the  lat- 
celebrated  as  a  seat  of  learning,  and  ter  end  of  the  twelftn  century." — Id. 
iras  attended  by  students  from  all  parts  *  Tie  Archbishop  of  Tuam.    "  The 
of  Ireland,  and  even  from  Britain.    The  see  of  Tuam  was  founded  in  the  begin- 
diocese  of  Ross  is  very  small.    It  is  co-  ning  of  the  sixth  century  by  St.  Iarlath, 
extensive  with  the  ancient  district  of  or  Jarlath.    Tuam  is  mentioned  by  the 
Corca-Loighe    (Luee).      It    has    been  Irish    writers    as    Tuaim-da-ghualann. 
generally  united  to  the  see  of  Cloyne,  The  ancient  sees  of  Mayo,  Cong,  and 
but  sometimes  to  that  of  Cork.'? — 11.  Enachdune,  were  afterwards  annexed 
(For  a  few  years    past  the   Catholic  to  Tuam,  and  its  bishops  were  often 
church  of  Ross  has  been  governed  by  styled  bishops  of  Connaught.    The  dio- 
its  own  bishop;  the   State   church  is  cese  of  Tuam  comprises  the  greater  part 
now  united  to  that  cf  Cork.)  of  the  county  of  Galway,  and  about  one- 
"  Tlie  Bishop  of  Ardfert.     The  see  third  of  Mayo,  with  a  large  portion  of 
of  Ardfert  was  founded,  according  to  Roscommon.     The  suffragan  sees  under 
some  accounts,  by  St.  Ert,  or  Ere,  in  thj  archbishopric  of  Tuam  are  those  of 
the  latter  end  of  the  5th  century,  but  Achonry,    Killala,    Elphin,    Clonfert, 
Dr.  Lanigan  is  of  opinion  that  St.  Bren-  Kilraacduagh,  Kilfenora,  and  Galway. 
dan  was  its  chief  founder,  in  the  6th  — Li. 

century;  to  him  its  cathedral  is  dedi-  M  Tlie  Bishop  of  Kilmacduagh.    The 

cated  as  patron  saint  of  the  diocese,  See  of  Kilmacduagh.      A  monastery 

which   is   sometimes    called  "  Ardfert  was  founded  in  the  present  barony  of 

Brendain,"  to  distinguish  from  another  Kiltartan,  county   of  Galway,  in  the 

see  of  the  same   name.     It  was   also  seventh  century,  by  St.  Colman,  the  son 

called  the  arch-diocese   of  "  Iar-mum-  of  Duach  ;  hence  it  was  called  &l  Mac 

han,"    (Eer  Moon),  or  West  Munster.  Jhmch,  signifying  the  church  of  the  son 

It  is  now  sometimes  called  the  dioccss  of  Duach,  which  became  a  bishop's  see 

of  Kerry.     Aghadoe,  an  ancient  bish-  and  gave  its  name  to  the  diocese.     The 

op'g  see,  situated  round  the  abbey  of  bishops    of   Kilmacduagh  in  ancient 
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Duacb,84  the  bishop  of  Mayo  *  the  bishop  of  Enach-Duin,*  the  bish- 
op of  Kill-iarthar,*  the  bishop  of  Eoscommoi^^the  bishop  of  Clou-. 

fert,"  the  bisho 
of  Kill-Monuac 


p  of  Achonry,"  the  bishop  of  RtilaUa,  the  bishop 
in,  the  bishop  of  Conaninn,*1  the  bishop  of  Elphin/" 


times  were  often  styled  bishops  of  Ui  of  learning  and  religion.    The  diocese 

Fiachri  Aidhne,  which  was  the  ancient  of  Clonfert  comprises  a  considerable 

name  of  their  episcopal  district  part  of  the  county  of  Galway,  with 

*  The  Bishop  of  Mayo.  A  monas-  part  of  Roscommon,  and  a  small  por* 
tcry  was  founded  at  Mayo  in  the  seventh  tion  of  the  King's  county." — Id. 
century  by  St  Colman,  an  Irishman,  *  The  Bishop  of  Aehonry,  or  Athvd» 
who  had  been  bishop  of  Lindisfarne,  in  Coniri. — "  The  see  of  Achonry  was 
Northumberland ;  but,  leaving  Eng-  founded  in  the  sixth  century,  by  St. 
land,  returned  to  his  own  county  and  Finian,  bishop  of  Clonard,  in  Meath, 
founded  this  monastery,  chiefly  for  the  who  placed  over  it  his  disciple  St 
use  of  English  monies,  whom  he  had  Nathi.  The  bishops  of  Achonry  were 
brought  over  with  him.  A  college  also  styled  also  bishops  of  Luigni  (Luce- 
was  founded  here,  which  was  long  fam-  nit),  which  was  the  old  name  of  the 
ous  as  a  seat  of  learning  ;  being  found-  territory  in  which  that  see  was  situat- 
ed chiefly  for  the  use  of  the  Saxons,  it  ed.  This  diocese  comprehends  a  large 
was  called  Magh-eo-na-Saxon  {Moyo-  portion  of  the  county  of  Sligo,  with  a 
na  Saxon),  or  Mayo  of  the  Saxons,  considerable  portion  of  Mayo." — LL 
Some  say  that  Alfred,  king  of  North-  "  The  Bishop  of  KMalla,  CM  Air 
umbcrlaud  in  the  seventh  century,  had  aicUte,  or  CM  Ellaidh. — "  The  see  of 
been  educated  at  Mayo ;  by  other  ac-  Killalla  was  founded  by  St  Patrick  in 
counts,  it  would  appear  that  Alfred  the  the  fifth  century.  Its  bishops  are  some- 
Great  had  also  been  educated  there,  times  styled  bishops  of  'Tir  AmaU- 
Mayo  became  a  bishop's  see.  It  was  gaidh'  (leer  Awlee),  or  Tirawley,  and 
annexed  to  Tuam  in  the  sixteenth  cen-  sometimes  of  '  Tir  Fiachra'  or  Hy 
turv. — Id.  Fiachra  Muaidhe  (Mooee),  to  distin- 

(*  The  Bishop  of  Ennch-Duin.    En-  guish  it  from  Kilmacduach,  which  ni' 

ach-Duin  is  now  the  parish  of  Anna-  also   called  the  see  of  Hy  Fiachre> 

down,  in  the  county  of  Galway.    St  Aidhni  (Eynie).    The  diocese  of  Kfl- 

Breudan  died  here  A.  D.  676,  and  was  lalla  comprehends  a  great  part  of  the 

buried  at  Clonfert-Brendain.    "  Enach-  county  of  Sligo,  and  some  portion  of 

Duin"  means  the  marsh  of  the  Dun  Sligo." — Id. 

(Doon).    It  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  These  sees  have  not  been  identified 

of  Loch    Corrib,  in    the  barony  of  by  the  editor. 

Clare.— Id.  "   The  Bishop  qf  Elphin  or  EU- 

w  Tie  Bishov  of  Kill-iarthar,  i.  e.  the  Finn,— "  The  sec  of  Elphin.  A 
western  churcn,  not  identified  by  the  church  was  founded  at  Elphin,  in  Roe- 
editor,  common,  bv  St  Patrick,  in  the  fifth 

M  The  Bishop  of  Roscommon,  ccnturv,  who  placed  over  it  St  Asicua, 
"  St.  Coman  founded  an  abbey  in  the  one  of  his  disciples,  and  made  it  a 
sixth  century, which  was  called  from  him  bishop's  sec.  The  bishops  of  Elphin  in 
Ros-Comain.  It  afterwards  became  a  ancient  times  are  sometimes  styled 
bishop's  see,  but  was  united  at  an  early  bishops  of  East  Connaught  The  die- 
period  to  the  see  of  Elphin." — Id.  cese  of  Elphin  comprises  the  greater 

"  The  Bishop  qf   Clonfert.    "The  part  of  the  county  of  Roscommon,  with 

see  of   Clonfert     A  monastery  was  considerable  portions  of  the  counties 

founded  at  Clonfert,  in  the  present  ba-  of  Sligo  and  Galway." — Id* 

rony  of  Longford,  county  of  Galway,  To  the  above    may  be  added  the 

by  St  Brennan,  or  St.  Brendan,  in  the  modern  see  of  Galway. 

sixth  century,  and  it  became  a  bishop's  "  The   diocese   of    Galway,  which 

sec,  and  was  long  celebrated  as  a  seat  comprises  the  city  of  Galway  and  some 
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According  to  Camden,  it  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1162 
that  the  four  archbishops  were  appointed  in  Ireland, 

I  have  enumerated  above  many  bishops  that  do  not  now  exist, 
and  for  whom  there  are  no  sees,  they  having' been  abolished  or 
united  under  one  bishop ;  thus  Lismore  and  W aterford  are  under 
one  bishop,  so  also  are  Cork  and  Cloyne  under  one  bishop,  and 
many  others  in  like  manner. 


Section  HL — Of  the  Situation  op  Ireland. 

Ireland  is  situated  thus :  Spain  lies  to  the  south  of  it  France 
to  the  south-east,    Great  Britain  to  the  east,  Scotland  to  the 
north-east,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  north-east  and  east. 
According  to  Maginus,  in  his  notes  on  Ptolemy,  its  form  ap- 
proaches mat  of  an  egg :  its  breadth  is  four  degrees  and  a  haif 
of  the  zodiac  or  solar  circle.    The  same  writer  tells  us  that  the 
longest  day  in  the  most  southern  part  of  this  country  is  sixteen 
hours  and  three-quarters,  and  in  the  most  northern  part,  the  long- 
est day  is  eighteen  hours.    The  length  of  Ireland  is  computed 
from  Carn-O-Neid  to  Cloch-an-Stacan,  and  its  breadth  ftom 
Inber-Mor  to  Irrus-Domnan. 

The  reader  must  understand  that  it  is  not  through  neglect 
ftat  I  here  omit  speaking  of  the  number  of  counties,  cities  or 
towns  in  Ireland,  but  because  Camden  and  the  chronicles  of  later 
English  have  given  a  Ml  account  of  them;  neither  is  this  a 
proper  place  for  speaking  of  them,  until  we  come  to  treat  of  the 
invasion  of  the  island  by  those  strangers  by  whom  they  were 
«ranged. 

adjoining  districts,  anciently  formed  and  county  of  Roscommon,  was  also 
part  of  the  diocese  of  Enachdune,  bat  a  bishop's  seat  in  ancient  times.  An 
*M  afterwards  presided  over  by  an  ec-  abbey  was  founded  here  in  the  sixth 
elesiastic  who  had  episcopal  authority,  century  by  St  Beoidh  or  Beoy,  and  it 
and  was  elected  by  the  tribes  under  the  became  a  bishop's  see,  which  was  also 
title  of  warden.  The  wardenship  was  at  an  early  period  annexed  to  the  see 
instituted  in  the  fifteenth  century,  in  of  Elphin.  Drumcliffy  in  Sligo,  was  also 
A.  D.  1484,  by  Pope  Innocent  V  III.;  the  seat  of  a  bishop.  "A  monastery  was 
and  the  wardens  of  Galway  continued  founded  here  by  St.  Columkille,  in  the 
till  the  year  1831,  the  first  year  of  the  sixth  century,  and  was  long  famous  as 
pontificate  of  Gregory  XVI.,  who  a  seat  of  learning  and  religion.  It  bo- 
abolished  the  wardenship  and  erected  same  a  bishop's  see,  its  abbots  having 
it  into  a  bishop's  see." — Id,  received  the  episcopal  dignity." — Id. 
Ardcarne,  in  the  barony  of  Boyle, 


.>. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

OF  THE  CREATION  OF  OUR  FIRST  FATHER,  ADAH. 

First  of  all,  Adam  was  created  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  world's 
age.  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Adam's  age,  Cain  and  his  sister 
Calmana  were  born.  In  the  thirtieth  year  of  Adam's  age,  Abel 
and  his  sister  Delbora  were  born.  And  when  Adam  had  lived 
an  hundred  and  thirty  years  he  begat  Seth,  according  to  the 
Hebrew  computation,  as  we  read  in  the  Polychronicon. 


THE  GENEALOGY  OF  NOAH  TO  ADAM. 

Noah  was  the  son  of  Lamech,  son  of  Mathusalem,  son  of 
Enoch,  son  of  Jareth,  son  of  Malaleel,  son  of  Cainan,  son  of  Enos, 
son  of  Seth,  son  of  Adam.  All  those  that  survived  the  deluge 
were  descended  from  Seth,  for  the  whole  race  of  Cain  was 
drowned  beneath  the  Flood.  The  length  of  time  from  Adam  to 
the  Flood  was,  according  to  the  Hebrews,  1656  years,,  whereupon 
the  bard  has  left  us  the  following  distich : 

"  The  first  period  of  pleasing  life, 
From  Adam  to  the  deluge, 
Was  six  years  and  fifty  clearly  told 
Above  six  hundred  and  a  thousand." 

Another  antiquary  thus  agrees  with  the  same  computation: 

"  Six  years  and  fifty  and  six  hundred,  as  I  count  it, 
*    And  one  thousand,  I  reckon  from  Adam  to  the  Flood." 

A  third  records  the  fact  in  these  terms : 

"  There  were  sixteen  centuries  in  full 
Added  to  fifty  years  and  six 

ÍWhat  I  recount  I  know  without  error) 
torn  the  world's  beginning  to  the  flood." 

Here  follow  the  ages  of  all  the  men  from  whom  Noah  sprung, 
in  the  direct  line.  Adam  lived  930  years,  Seth  912,  Enos  90a, 
Cainan  910,  Malaleel  895,  Jareth  962,  Enoch  365,  Mathusalem 
969,  Lamech  777,  Noah  950. 


MB 

When  God  saw  that  the  posterity  of  Seth  had  transgressed  his 
■will  (for  he  had  commanded  to  make  do  alliances  or  marriages 
-with  the  race  of  the  impious  Cain,  and  they  observed  not  that 
command),  he  sent  the  Deluge  to  drown  all  mankind,  except 
Tioah  and  his  wife,  Cova,  and  his  three  sous,  Sliem,  Cham,  and 
Japhet,  and  their  three  wives,  Olla,  Olliva,  and  Olhvana,  because 
jJoah  had  not  mixed  with  the  seed  of  Cain,  and  was  a  righteous 
jjian. 

"When  the  Deluge  had  dried  from  off  the  earth,  Noah  appor- 
tioned the  three  divisions  of  the  world  between  his  three  sons,  as 
the  poet  says : 

"  In  Asia  Shorn  Hied  his  seat, 
Cham  and  his  children  dwelt  in  Afric, 
The  noble  Japhet  and  hie  sons 
Were  they  that  dwelt  in  Europe." 

Sham  had  seven -and- twenty  sons,  amongst  whom  were  Ar- 
■phasad,  Ash  ur  and  Persius,  and  from  his  seed  came  the  Hebrews. 
Cham  had  thirty  sons;  of  them  were  Cush  and  Canaan.  Japhet 
hid  sixteen,  amongst  whom  were  Gomer  and  Magog,  as  the  bard 
records: 

"  Thirty  sons  of  famous  deisls 
Sprang  from  Chain  Mac  Noah, 
Suren-auJ-t winl v  ípnin:;  I  rum  Shorn 

■\.!lii    lil'ín-.l    Í!1.,''!    .(.I  |'!ii(.' 

Many  of  the  nations  of  northern  Asia  arc  Fprung  from  Japhei, 
Md  from  him  are  descended  all  the  inhabitants  of  Europe. 

The  Scythians  are  of  the  race  of  Magog  son  of  Japhet,  and 
especially  those  nations  that  colonized  Ireland  after  the  Flood, 
previous  to  the  sons  of  Miledh.  as  I  «ha.11  hereafter  show. 


t»  THE  INVASIONS  OF  IRELAND  BEFORE  THE  FLOOD.1 

First  Legend. 

Some  of  onr  Shenachies  say  that  three  daughters  of  the  wicked 
Csia  were  the  first  that  dwelt  in  Ireland.    In  testimony  of  this, 

Taitafai  of  the  invasions  of  Ire-  the  Pagan  traditions  of  Ireland  were 
■jo  before  the  Flood,  are,  possibly,  subjected  to  expurgatioo,  as  we  shall  Bee 
iíuM«iit«ofDruidic  Mythology  .adapted  hereafter.  They  may  also  be  pure  inven- 
»«4  Iheir  own  ideas  of  Revealed  Hie-  tiona  of  later  tunes.  But.  as  we,  at  pres- 
"*7>»J  «r  converted  antiquaries,  when  eat,  know  almost  nothing  of  the  wnonnt 
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we  have  the  following  "  rann,"  or  distich,  which  occurs  in  the 
poem  which  begins,  "  I  found  in  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,"  &c 

"  Three  fair  daughters  of  Gain, 
With  Seth  the  son  of  Adam, 
Were  they  that  first  saw  Banba ; 
I  here  recount  their  adventure." 

The  Book  of  Drom-Snechta1  tells  us  that  Banba  was  the  name 
of  the  first  of  these  women,  who  took  possession  of  Ireland  before 
the  Flood,  and  that  it  is  from  her  the  island  has  received  its  name 
of  Banba.  There  came  over  in  all  fifty  women  and  three  men. 
One  of  these  men  was  named  Ladra,  and  from  him  Ard-Ladran* 
has  its  name.  These  people  lived  forty  years  in  the  country, 
until  a  plague  came  upon  them,  whereupon  they  all  died  in  one 
week.  From  that  time,  Ireland  remained  without  a  single  human 
being  to  inhabit  it,  until  the  Deluge  came. 

Second  Legend. 

Others  will  have  it  that  Ireland  was  first  discovered  by  three 
fishermen,  who  had  been  driven  thither  by  a  storm,  from  off  the 
coast  of  Spain.  Being  pleased  with  the  island,  these  men  went 
home  for  their  wives,  but,  on  their  return  to  their  discovered 
land,  the  Deluge  came  upon  them  at  Tuath-Inber,4  and  they  were 
all  drowned.  Their  names,  as  handed  down  by  a  poet  in  the 
following  rannf  were  Capa,  Laighni  (Loinie),  and  Luasad. 

"  Capa,  Laighni  and  generous  Luasad 
Came  hither  one  year  before  the  flood ; 
Of  the  Island  of  Banba  of  fair  women 
With  hardihood  they  took  possession." 

Third  Legend. 

Another  account  will  have  that  Kesair  (Cassir),  daughter  of 
Bith6  (Bih),  a  son  of  Noah,  was  the  person  that  arrived  in  Ire- 

of  knowledge  anciently  possessed  by  the  Ladra  or  Ladhra  {Lara,  and  Loira), 

nations  called   Celtic,  except  through  is  supposed  to  be  Ardamine,  on  the 

Irish  tradition,  it  would  be  just  as  rash  east  coast  of  the  county  of  Wexford, 

to  scout  these  and  similar  tales  alto-  where  a  curious  moat  still  exists :  sm 

«ether,  as  forgeries  of  the  Christian  O' Donovan's  note,  p.  3,  Annuls  if  tk* 

bards,  as  it  would  be  to  build  any  theory  Four  Masters. 

upon  them.  Until  all  the  documents  and  4  Tun  th-Inbher,  ( 7%ooih-;nvert)  Í.  e. 

tales  that  relate  to  Pagan  Ireland  be  North  Harbor.    Toe   editor  hat  not 

published,  and    critically   annoted,  it  been  able  to  fix  its  position. 

will  be  impossible  to  form  any  decided  *  Bith,   gen.  Betha,  means  Gib,  k 

opinion  with  regard  to  them.  modern  Gaelic.     This   name    occurs 

1  Dnm-Sntmoy  i.  e,  Snowy  Hill  several  times  in  our  primeval  leradi. 

»  Ard-Ladnm,  L  e.  the  Height  of 
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land  before  the  Flood.    Upon  this  event,  a  poet  has  sung  the 
following  rann. 

"  Kesair,  daughter  of  Bith  the  long^lired, 
►  Fosterling  of  Saball,  son  of  Ninuall,* 

Was  the  first  brave  woman  that  steered 

To  the  Isle  of  Banba  before  the  Deluge." 

If  it  be  desirable  to  know,  what  brought  her  to  Ireland,  the 
following  was  the  reason  of  her  coming: — Bith  had  sent  to  Noah 
to  demand  a  place  in  the  Ark  for  himself  and  his  daughter  Ke- 
sair, in  order  that  they  might  be  saved  from  the  Deluge,  but 
Noah  denied  him  his  request.  Upon  this  Bith,  Ladra,  Fintann 
and  Kesair  took  counsel  together  as  to  the  measures  they  should 
Adopt;  "Take  ye  my  advice,"  said  Kesair,  "  We  shall,"  said  they; 
**  Tnen  make  ye  application  to  an  idol7  and  forsake  the  God  of 
Hoah."  Upon  this,  they  betook  themselves  to  an  idol,  who  ad- 
them  to  build  a  ship,  but  he  could  not  tell  them  the  time, 
which  the  Deluge  was  to  come  on.  They  then  fitted  out  a 
ip  and  put  to  sea.  The  persons  that  went  on  board  were  Bith, 
Sra,    Fintann,    Kesair,   Barran   and  Balba,    (Balva).     They 

are  at  sea  for  seven  years  and  a  quarter,  at  the  end  of  which 

time  they  put  into  harbor  at  Dun-nam-barc,  in  the  territory  of 
Oorca-Duibni,8  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  moon,  as  the  oard 
X"ocounts. 

"  And  where  they  made  their  landing 
Wan  at  Dun-nara-bare, — that  female  band — 
At  Cul-Kesrach*  in  the  district  of  Cam, 
On  the  fifteenth,  on  the  day  of  Satharn." 

lesair  landed  in  Ireland  forty  days  before  the  deluge,  as  the 
band  thus  sings — 

*'  Twice  twenty  days  before  the  Flood, 
Came  Kesair  into  Eri, 

With  Fintann,  Bith,  and  Ladra,  from  the  sea, 
And  fifty  beauteous  damsels." 

m    Ninuall.    We  shall  see  this  name  of  the  Four  Masters.     Corca-Duibni  is 

°®crOrriag  again,  when  we  come  to  treat  now  called  Corca<ruiny,  a  barony  in  the 

*    "the  early  genealogy  of  the  Gaels.  county  of  Kerry.  Corca-Luighe  (Looee) 

,  *"    In  the  original,  Laimh-Dhia,  pr.  comprised  the  west  of  the  county  of 

"*y-*T>-}ieea,  i.  e.  a  hand-god  or  god  made  Cork. 

**Jb  hands.  •  Cul-Chesrach,  i.  e.  the  hill  or  ridge 

w  Dr.  O'Donovan  thinks  that  Corca-  of  Cesair  or  Kesair.    O'Flaherty  hnag- 

y^hhni  is  an  error  of  the  transcriber  ines  this  to  be  a  Coolcasragh,  that  lies 

£*  Corca-Luighe,  and  that  the  place  near  Knockmea,  in  the  county  of  Clare. 

"^e  meant  is  Dunamark,  in  the  parish        "  Dia  Sathairn,  (Dca  SaJiirn)  i.  e.f 

°*  Kilcomoge,  barony  of  Bantry,  and  the  day  of  Saturn,  is  the  Irish  name  of 

c°Unty  of  Cork  :    see  note  p.  3,  Annals  Saturday. 
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Another  bard  agrees  with  the  above,  in  the  following  rann — 

"  Kesair  came  from  the  East, 
Daughter  of  Bith  was  she, 
With  her  fifty  damsels 
And  with  her  three  men." 

Ard-Ladran  is  called  after  Ladra.  He  was  the  first  man  that 
"died  in  Ireland,  according  to  those  who  say  that  no  people  dwelt 
in  Ireland  before  the  Flood,  but  Kesair  and  those  that  came  with 
her.  Sliabh-Betha"  is  called  after  Bith;  and,  from  Fintann"  is 
called  Fert-Fintainn  in  Tipperary,  near  Loch-Deirg-Deirc.M 
From  Kesair  is  called  Cam  Kesrach1*  in  Connacht  From  Dun- 
nam-barc  they  proceeded  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Three  Water», 
where  the  Siuir,16  Feoir,1'  and  Berba"  join  their  streams.  There 
they  divided  the  fifty  damsels  between  them.  Fintann  took  Kesair 
ana  seventeen  women  for  his  share ;  Bith  took  Barran  and  seven- 
teen more,  and  Ladra  took  Balba  with  sixteen  others,  and  brought 
them  with  him  to  Ard-Ladran,  where  he  died.  Upon  this  Balba 
and  her  sixteen  women  returned  to  Kesair,  who  informed  Bith  of 
the  matter,  whereupon  Bith  came  to  Fintann,  and  they  again  di- 
vided the  sixteen  women  in  equal  portions  between  them.  Bith 
took  his  own  share  to  Sliabh-Betha  and  there  he  shortly  died. 
Bith's  women  then  came  to  Fintann,  but  the  latter,  however,  fled 
before  them  out  of  Leinster.  Upon  this  Kesair,  with  the  whole 
band  of  the  women,  retired  to  Cuil- Kesrach,  in  Connaught,  and  she 
broke  her  heart  through  grief  for  the  flight  of  her  husband  and  the 
deaths  of  her  father  and  brother.  This  happened  but  six  days 
before  the  Deluge.  As  a  record  of  this,  the  bard  has  left  us  the 
following  rann — 

"  And  such,  when  their  hoar  was  full, 
Were  their  deaths  after  their  wanderings — 
There  was  but  one  single  week 
Thence  unto  the  forty  days." 

The  reader  must  observe  that  I  do  not  give  down  this  oocu- 

Sation  or  invasion  by  Kesair,  as  true  history,  nor  do  I  so  give 
own  cither  of  the  other  occupations,  spoken  of  above.    I  have 
recounted  them  here,  merely  because  I  found  them  mentioned  in 

11  Literally  "  the  first  dead  man  of  *  i.  e.  The  Cam  of  Cesar  or  JTetotr. 

Eri."  The  Leabhar  Gabhala  (Leour  Gavaula) 

"  Sliabh  Bethcu    It  is  now  called  of  the  O'Cleries  places  this  upon  the 

Slievc-Beagh,  and  lies  on  the  confines  banks  of  the  river  Boyle, 

of  Lei  trim  and  Fermanagh. — O'D.  "  n  *  Pronounced  Shooir,  Feorc,  and 

°  i.  c.f  Fintan's  grave.    It  lies  near  Berva  or  Barroo.    These   rivers  are 

Loch  Derg,  an  expansion  of  the  Shan-  now  called  the  Snir,  Nora  and  Bar* 

non  between  Killaloc  and  Portumna.  row.   They  meet  a  little  below  Water- 

*  Now  "  Lough  Derg:*  ford. 
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;_  ancient  books;  and,  moreover,  I  cannot  conceive  how  our  anti- 

quaries could  have  obtained  those  accounts  of  persons  that  arrived 
in  Ireland  before  the  Flood,  if  it  were  not  from  those  aerial  demons 
who  were  their  fairy  followers1*  in  Pagan  times,  or,  unless  they 
had  found  them  engraved20  upon  some  rocks,  that  remained  after 
the  Flood  had  subsided.     For,  it  is  not  to  be  asserted  that  the  Fin- 
tan  n  or  Fintan11  who  lived  after  the  Flood  was  the  same  person  that 
]  i ved  before  it,  because  to  say  so  would  be  contradictory  to  the 
Scriptures,  which  tell  us  that  all  mankind  perished  in  the  Del- 
uge, with  the  exception  of  the  eight  persons  who  were  saved  in 
the  Ark ;  and  among  these  we  know  tnat  Fintann  was  not    The 
evidence,  then,  of  those  antiquaries  who  maintain  that  Fintann 
lived  through  the  Deluge,  is  false.     These  writers  say  that  four 
persons  remained  alive,  during  that  time,  at  the  four  opposite 

Soints  of  the  world,  namely,  Fintann,  Feron,"  Fori1  and  An- 
oid.*1     It  must,  however,  be  observed,  that  this  opinion  is  not 
entertained  by  our  btst  historians.    For  which  reason,  a  certain 
\  author  has  inserted  the  following  lay  in  our  history,  in  order  to 

\  show  that  it  does  not  accord  with  the  truth  of  revealed  faith  to 

&0lj  that  either  Fintann  or  any  of  the  other  three  just  mentioned, 
could  have  lived  after  the  pouring  forth  of  the  Flood. 

"  The  names  of  the  four  who  practiced  justice, 
And  whom  God  saved  beneath  the  Flood, 
Are  Fintann,  Feron,  Fors,  Ihe  mild  and  just, 
And  Andóid,  son  of  Ethor. 


-  -i> 


lt  Fairy  Followers.    In  the  original  in  the  Leabhar-na-h-UidJiri,  in  ih*\\bT*r 

**  Icnanaibh  Sidhe."  The  Lenan  Sidhc  ry  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  this 

(Lenaun  SiecJ  was  a  species   of  su-  Fintan  survived  the  Deluge,  and  lived 

penmtnral  being,  supposed  to  be  at-  till  the  reign  of  Dermot,  son  of  Fergus 

tached  to  the  ancient  Celtic  chieftains,  Ceirbheoil,  having,  during  this  period, 

uxl  to  other  distinguished  characters  undergone    various    transmigrations ; 

°f  Irish  story*    Many  of  the  Irish  war-  from  which  O'Flahcrty  infer»  that  the 

nor»  were  fabled  to  have  had  lovers  Irish  held  the  doctrine  of  Mctempsy- 

•^ongnt  the  fair  daughters  of  this  aerial  ehosis."  This  Fintan  is  still  remembered 

race*      The  modern  Benshee,  still  sup-  in  the  traditions  of  the  country  as  the 

P^l  to  be  attached  to  certain  old  Irish  Mcthusalem  of  Ireland;  and  it  is  be- 

■ywlKvg  of  noble  origin,  is  a  remnant  lieved  in  Connaught  that  he  was  a  saint, 

°f  tnis  wild  and  poetic  superstition,  and  that  he   was  buried   at  a  locality 

*/je  aerial  miítreíw  of  some  warrior,  called  Kilfmtany,  in  the  south  of  the 

J?1?  Prone  beyond  her  solicitude,  con-  parish  of  Kilcommon,  barony  ofErri- 

Jinues  to  renew  the  dirge  of  her  departed  sand,  county  of  Mayo.   1  >r.  I  lanmcr  as- 

v^»  at  the  approaching  deaths  of  his  seris  that  the  fable  pave  rive  to  a  pro- 

^^J^Iants.  verb  common   in   Ireland   in   his  own 

rhis   opinion  had  been  first  sur-  time,  "  If  1  had  lived  Fhitan's  years  I 

inwxl  Ijy  Oiraldus  Cambrensis.  could  say  much.  " 

Dt.  O'Douovan  gives  the  following        n  "  "    Feron,  Fors,  Andoid.    Of 

m'£  upon  Fintan,  in  his  translation  of  those  personages,  the  editor  has  found 

t^  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  vol.  1.  no  further  information  than  is  given 

a  According  to  a  wild  legend  preserved  above. 


t 
\ 
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Fora  he  set  apart  in  the  Eastern  dime, 
Feron  was  preserved  in  the  cold  North, 

Fintann  lay  safe  near  the  setting  sun, 
And  Andoid  in  the  South. 
Though  Shcnachies  count  up  these, 
Yet  the  sacred  Canons  hold  that  none, 
But  Noah  and  his  sons,  with  him  in  the  ark, 
And  the  wives  of  these,  got  safety  for  their  lives." 

• 

Hence,  we  are  not  to  infer  that  either  Fintann,  or  the  other 
three  we  have  named,  lived  through  the  Deluge  and  after  it 
Yet  if  any  historian,  in  support  of  these  falsehoods,  should  assert 
that  Fintann  and  those  others  were  really  drowned  in  the  Del- 
uge, but  that  God  restored  him  to  life  again,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  history  and  the  experiences  of  these  ancients,  not  only  to  the 
time  of  St.  Patrick,  but  to  that  of  St.  Finnén95  of  Magh-BUi» 
I  cannot  conceive  how  an  event  so  miraculous  could  be  unknown 
to  all  Europe ;  for,  in  the  time  of  Finnén,  and  often  since,  num- 
bers of  distinguihsed  divines  and  philosophers,  and  other  learned 
persons,  were  continually  going  to  the  most  famous  countries  of 
Europe  to  instruct  both  the  clergy  and  the  people,  and  to  teach 
in  the  universities.  It  is  absurd,  then,  to  suppose  that  none  of 
their  disciples  would  have  left  us  any  notice  or  mention  of  Fintann, 
when  we  have  still  extant  so  many  of  their  writiiigs  upon  other 
subjects.  Besides,  I  do  not  find  mention  of  this  Fintann  in  any 
of  the  Chief  Books,  whose  authority  is  undoubted;  hence,  I 
conclude  that  the  whole  story  of  hLs  surviving  the  Deluge  is  but 
a  romantic  fiction. 

I  do  not,  however,  insist  that  there  might  not  have  existed,  at 
the  time  of  St.  Patrick's  coming  into  Ireland,  some  very  old  and 
venerable  man,  who  had  lived  through  many  centuries  before 
that  time,  and  that  this  man  gave  that  apostle  an  account  both 
of  eve ry thing  he  remembered  himself  and  of  all  the  traditions 

**  Finnhi.    The  name  of  this  saint  is  holy  city,  full  of  wisdom  and  virtsn. 

otherwise  written  Findian,  Finnian,Fin-  According  to  the  writer  of  his  Hie,  he 

nia  and  Findianus.  "  He  was  son  of  Fin-  obtained  the  name  of  Finnen  the  Wise. 

ton  sou  of  Finloch  of  the  Glanna  Rud-  He  died  on  the  12th  of  December,  in 

raighe  (or  Irions)  of  Ulster.    He  was  a  A.D.  552,  or  according  to  others  in 

philosopher  and  an  eminent  divine,  who  563,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  churchat 

first  founded  the  college  of  Clonard  in  Clonard."    Thus  Dr.  O'Donovan  states 

Meath,  near  the  Boyne, where  there  were  in  his  Notes  on  the  Four  Masters,  and 

one  hundred  bishops,  and  where,  with  adds  that  St.Finncn's  festival  is  set  down 

great  care  and  labor  .he  instructed  many  at  the  12th  of  December,  in  the  O'Ctor- 

celebrated  saints,  among  whom  were  the  ies'  Calendar  and  in  the  "Feiliri"  or 

two  Kiaraas,  the  two  Brendans,  the  two  Fostiology  of  Aengus. 
Columlw,  viz.,  Columbkille  and  Golumb       M  Magh-BiU  (Moy-Vtili^  now  Mo» 

Mac  Orimhthainn,  Lssserian,  the  son  ville.    This  church  stood  a  short  way 

of  Nadfraech,  Cauiee,  Mobheus  Bo-  from  the  head  of  Strangford  Loogn, 

danus,  and  man  v  others  not  here  cnume-  about  a  mile  north-east  from  New  town 

rated.    His  school  was  in  quality  a  ards. 
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he  hid  received  from  bit  ancestors  concerning  the  past  ages.  I 
do  think!  that  there  was  some  such  kind  of  personage  in  those 
times,  and  that  it  is  he  that  is  called  Tturo,*  son  of  CareH,  by 
tome  historic  writers,  and,  according  to  others,  Roanus,  i.  e. 
Cbeilti,  son  of  Bonan,  who  had  lived  more  than  three  hundred 
jean,  and  who  related  many  ancient  traditions  to  St  Patrick. 
jStow,  it  is  this  Caeilti  that  would  properly  be  styled  Ijtoanus  or 
Bonanus ;  for  we  do  not  find  in  any  bode  on  Irish  history,  that  Fin- 
tann  was  ever  called  by  either  of  these  names.  Nevertheless,  Cam* 
brensis  calls  him  Boanus,  along  with  all  the  other  misrepresenta- 
tions contained  in  hia  Jying  history.  As  this  author  wrote  the 
name  Jtoanus  in  his  Chronicle,  in  dace  of  Bonanus,  so  every 
Knglish  writer,  who  has  treated  of  Ireland  since  his  time,  has 
written  Boanus  as  one  of  the  names  of  Fintann,  in  imitation  of 
Ctanbrensis.  As  these  men  have  had  no  authority  for  their  false 
hJatoriesof  Ireland,  other  than  Cambrensis,thOT  have  looked  upon  ( 
flyman  as  the  guide-bull  of  their  herd,  and  followed  blindly  in 
his  track  ever  since.  It  is  also  more  reasonable  to  consider,  that 
Caeilti  was  the  person  called  Bonanus,  because  some  old  author» 
enumerate  amongst  the  writings  of  St,  Patrick  a  work  entitled . 
"Ilisloria Hihemvz  ex  Boom  sive Bonano"  L  e.  "A  History  of 
Inland  from  Boanus  or  Bonanus."  We  know  that  it  is  the  sir- 
name  of  the  author  that  is  usually  prefixed  to  a  work,  as  is  evident 
toemypen»nflMrti8inihe]AWxeadingbookk      -      . 

It  is  not  true  of  Uanmer  to  assert  in  his  Chronicle,  that  the 
Irish  hold  these  stories  of  Fintann,  whom  he  also  calls  Boanus, 
in  high  estimation — those  tales  which  say  that  this  person  had 
been  submerged  beneath  the  Flood,  and  tnat  he  lived  after  it  for 
more  than  two  thousand  years — that  be  at  length  met  with  St 
Patrick,  from  whom  he  received  baptism,  and  to  whom  he  revealed 
many  ancient  events — that  he  died  about  one  year  after  the  saint's 
arrival,  and  that  he  was  buried  in  Loch-Ribh  (Lough-Bee),  in 
Ormond,  where,  he  says,  there  is  a  church  dedicated  to  him  by 
his  own  name;  and,  he  finally  asserts,  that  his  name  is  to  be 
found  amongst  those  of  the  Irish  saints.  But  it  is  evident  to  us, 
that  no  historian  ever  spoke  of,  much  less  committed  to  writing, 
any  such  story  as  what  Hanmer  recounts ;  for  he  confounds  the 
traditions  related  of  three  distinct  persons  in  this  narration  of  his, 
namely,  of  Fintann,  called  Roanus  by  Cambrensis ;  of  Caeilti* 

**  Tuan  was  fabled  to  have  been  evidently  some  holy  and  venerable  sage, 

once  the  nephew  of  Partholan  by  his  and  some  hold  him  to  have  been  a  saint, 

brother  Starn,  and,  having  gone  through  and  to  have  been  buried  at  Tamhlact,  a 

various  metamorphoses,  to  have  been  pariah  church  in  the  district  of  Moghdorn 

again  restored  to  the  human  form,  in  or  Mourne,  and  county  of  Down,  where 

the  guise  of  the  son  of  Carcll,  king  of  his  name  was  long  held  in  veneration. 
Uladh,  who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the       "  Caeilti  This  was  the  foster-son  and 

fourth  century.  Tuan,8onofCarell,wa8  favorite  of  the  famous  Irish  warrior  JPinn 
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Mac  Remain,  who  was  baptized  by  St  Patrick,  and  who  told  the 
saint  many  traditions ;  and  of  St  Ruadan,"  (now  pronounced  Ruan,) 
to  whom  was  dedicated  the  church  of  Lothra  (Lahra),  near 
Loch-Derg-Derc,  or  Lough-Derg,  and  not  near  Loch-Ribh,  as 
Hanmer  states.  But  I  shall  lose  no  more  time  in  tracing  up  the 
falsehoods  of  Hanmer,  or  of  his  authorities.  Finally,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  it  was  by  mistake  that  Cambrensis  wrote  the  word 
Boanus,  rather  than  Konanus  or  Bonan;  and  that  thus  the  word 
has  remained  without  correction  by  his  followers  down  to  the 
present  day. 

Mac  Comhal,  whom  MacPhereon  calls  induce  a  thinking  mind  to  reject  the 

Fingal.    Borne  poems  exist  purporting  more  ancient  Irish  tradition  as  tabttlous 

to  be  dialogues  between  Caeuti  and  St  in  the  main  facts  it  hands  down.    Our 

Patrick,  in  which  are  given  many  curi-  ancient  history  would,  in  troth,  hai*  a 

ous  anecdotes  of  the  ancient  state  of  much  more  suspicious  appearance  with- 

the  country,  its  inhabitants  and  their  out  them.    They  are,  perhaps,  remnants 

social  habits.    Of  this  character,  also,  of  the  early  superstitions  of  the  heathen 

are  the  celebrated  poems  of  Oisin  or  ancestors  of  the  Irish  nation,  modified 

Ossian,  the  son  of  Finn,  and  friend  of  so  as  to  be  less  repugnant  to  the  trtdi- 

Caeilti,  so  distorted  by  MacPhereon.  tions  of  Christianity. 

The  battle  of  Gabra  or  Gaura,  where  *•  St.  Ruadan,  of  Lothair  (LoAtr) 

•  the  Fenians  were  nearly  all  slain,  was  or  Ruadhan  Lothra.    This  was  the  St 

fought  about  A.D.  29 G,  at  which  time  Ruadhan  who  laid  the  famous  cone 

both  Oisin  and  Caeilti  must  have  been  upon  Tara  in  the  reign  of  Diarmaid, 

very  old  men. — O'D.  son  of  Fergus  Kerbeol,  or  Dermod,  son 

O'Halloran  says,  in  his  history,  that  it  of  Carroll.    After  Diarmaid,  wbo  died 

is  recorded  in  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,  A.D.  565,  there  reigned  no  king  at 

that  the  druid  Modaruith.  lord  of  the  ter-  Tara.  A  bard  has  recorded  the  circuxn- 

ritory  of  Fermaighc  Fcni,  now  the  bare-  stance  in  a  rami,  of  which  the  following 

nics  of  Fermoy  and  Condons,  in  the  is  a  translation  : — 

county  of  Cork,  boasted  to  Fiacadh  Mul-  «  Tnm  ^  reign  ^  brown  piwiMid, 

lethan,  king  of  Leth-Mogha,  A.D.  260,  Son  of  Fergus,  eon  of  Kerbeol, 

that  he  remembered  the  reigns  of  nine-  ^i^VN^-JJjJj--. 
teen  kings  of  Ireland. 

The  occurrence   of   such   exagger-  St  Ruadan  was  abbot  of  Lohrm,  in 

ations,  as  those  here  noticed   bv  the  the  barony  of  Ormond  and  county  of 

honest  Dr.  Keating,  and  other  similar  Tipperary.     From  these  and  similar 

and  less  poetic  ones,  with  which  he  tales,  some  antiquarians  have  assertei 

afterwards,  with  too  rigid  and  indiscri-  that  the  Druids  believed  in  the  He» 

minate  regard  for*  what  he  found  in  the  tempsychosis,   or  Transmigration   of 

writingB  of  the  Shenachies,  should  not  Souls. 


CHAPTER  VL 

SECTION  L — OP  THE   FIRST   COLONIZATION1  OF   IRELAND   AFTfflt 

THE  DELUGE. 

The  first  possession  taken  of  Ireland  after  the  Deluge,  as  given 
by  some  of  our  antiquarians,  and  as  we  read  it  in  the  duan  or 
poem  that  begins  thus,  "  I  found  in  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,"  I  do 
not  consider  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  colonization,  because  no 
«tay  was  made  in  the  island.  The  poem  recounts  the  fact  as 
follows: 

"  Adna,  son  of  Bith*  the  wise, 
A  warrior  sent  by  Nin  MacPftil,* 
Firet  came  oar  Eri  to  explore 
w  And  pall4  the  gran  of  Fidh-Inis. 

Some  of  this  grass  he  bore  away, 
And  homeward  went  to  tell  his  tale. 
This  was  the  conquest,  foil,  complete, 
Of  shortest  spell  that  Sri  knew." 

This  messenger  is  said  to  have  landed  in  Ireland  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  Flood;  but  as  he  made  no  stay 
*n  the  country,  f  do  not  deem  that  his  expedition  ought  to  be 
^&sidered  an  invasion  or  occupation.     Therefore,  I  am  of  opinion 

1  iTie  Gaelic  word  "  Gabhail"  (ga-  the  husband  of  the  famous  heroine  queen 

^v'iij,  literally  means  a  taking  pos-  Semiramis,  who  succeeded  him  on  the 

*»*on  of  or  seizing  ,•  hence  it  comes  to  throne,  and  continued  his  conquests. 

^e^ííV  a  conquest,  &c.  The  empire  founded  by  Belus  flourished 

R.    -fCesair's    father    was    also   called  for  over  a  thousand  years.     The  pagan 

~\-  Irish  worshipped  the  sun  under  the 

.     *-  e.  Ninus,  son  of  Belus.    Belus,  name  of  B&  or  Belus.     Hence  comes 

jjy  some  supposed  to  be  the  same  as  Béltaini,  interpreted    Teini  Bhcil,  or 

'yirxrod,  was  the  fouuder  of  the  Assy-  Bel's  fire,  the  Irish  name  of  the  month 

ri^  empire  (the  first  empire  known),  of  May.    fielus  was  also  worshipped  as 

N>out:  2233  years  before   Christ,  and  a  god  by  the  Phoenicians,  Babylonians, 

rorau^diately  after  the    dispersion   of  Greeks,  &c. 

^sind  from  before  Babel,  which  took  4  The  custom  of  pulling  a  tuft  of 

P££fc  about  114  yeara  after  the  Deluge,  grass,  or  carrying  away  a  portion  of 

N\aus  extended  his  empire  over  the  the  soil,  is  still  one  of  the  usages  ob- 

w>le  of  Western  Asia,  and,  perhaps,  served  in  taking  possession  of  lands 

C7Cr  a  great  part  of  Europe.    He  was  and  tenements  in  Ireland. 

[118] 
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that  the  invasion  by  Partholan,  may  be  more  appropriately  termed 
the  first  colonization  after  the  Deluge. 

SECTION  II.-^THE  INVASION  OF  PARTHOLAN5  HERE.     A«  K.  1978. 

Ireland  remained  desert  for  three  hundred  years  after  the 
Flood,  when  Partholan,  son  of  Sera,  son  of  Sru,  son  of  Esru,  son 
of  Framant,  son  of  Fathacta,  son  of  Magog,  son  of  Japhet,  came 
and  took  possession  of  it,  as  a  bard  has  handed  down :  - 

"  After  the  Flood  three  hundred  years, 
(A  tale  most  true  I  tell  yon) 
All  virgin  Eri  desert  lay, 
Till  came  the  noble  Partholan/' 

From  this  reckoning,  I  think  it  was  in  the  two-and-twentieftk 

(rear  before  the  birth  of  Abraham,  that  Partholan  arrived  in  Ire> 
and ;  that  is,  in  the  year  of  the  world  1978,  as  a  bard  again  tells 

us  in  the  following  verse : 


"  There  were  eight-and-seventy,  clearly  told, 
One  thousand  and  nine  hundred  years, 
From  the  days  of  Adam,  virtuous  and  fair, 
To  the  birth  of  Abraham,  our  father." 

It  is  impossible  that  the  opinion  of  those  who  say,  that  Partho- 
lan landed  in  Ireland,  one  thousand  years  after  the  Deluge,  can  be 
correct,  while  they  allow  that  he  arrived  in  the  island  in  the  time 
of  Abraham ;  and,  when  we  find  that  Abraham  was  but  the 
eighth  in  descent  from  Shem,  son  of  Noah,  counting  Shem  him- 
self amongst  the  number.  For  it  is  very  improbable,  that  there 
should  have  been  no  more  than  seven  generations,  in  more  than 
a  thousand  years  after  the  Deluge:  hence,  I  deem  the  first 
opinion  truer  than  the  latter.  For  which  reason,  we  may  con- 
clude that  the  time  of  Partholan's  arrival  was  about  three  hun- 
dred years  after  the  Deluge.6 

We  find  that  Partholan  had  set  out  from  Migdonia,Tor  the 


4  The  modern  Irish  pronounce  this  Partholan's    invasion,  or    278 

name  Pawrholone.  after  the  Flood. 

•  Keating,  in  his  chronology,  follows  T  Migdonia  was  a  maritime  comUy 
the  Hebrew  computation,  which  makes  of  ancient  Macedonia,  now  pan  of  Tap- 
but  1656  years  to  have  elapsed  from  key  in  Europe.  It  is  not  easy  to  tall 
the  Creation  to  the  Flood.  In  this  he  what  country  is  here  concealed  under 
follows  the  annals  of  Clonmacnoise,  and  this  Latinised  form  of  Grtig  Midkimuk 
several  Irish  historical  poems.  The  (Graig  Maydnagh).  It  may  simply 
Annala  of  the  Four  Masters,  taking  mean  "  central,"  or  "  middle  Greece,"  or 
the  Deluge  to  have  happened  JLM.  it  may  mean  "  Moeonian  Greece"  it 
2242,  make  A.M   2520  the  data  of  is  not  bow  easy  even  to  tell  the 
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Middle  of  Greece,  steering  his.  course  through  the  Mediterranean 
Sea;8  that  he  sailed  towards  Sicily,  and  then,  having  left  Spain 
upon  his  right,  that  he  at  length  reached  Ireland.  lie  had  been 
two  months  and  a  half  on  sea  before  he  got  into  port  at  Inber- 
Skeni,9  in  the  west  of  Munster,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 
month  of  May,  as  the  bard  records : 

"  On  the  fourteenth  day,  on  the  day  of  Mars,M 
Their  gallant  ships  they  safely  moored 
In  the  clear  blue  waves  of  our  fair  land, 
In  the  harbor  of  Skeni  of  brightest  shields." 

The  crew,  that  landed  with  Partholan  in  Ireland,  was  composed 
of  his  wife,  Delmaidj  and  his  three  sons,  Eudraide,  SÍangi,  and 
Laiglinni,  with  the  wives11  of  the  latter ;  and  these  were  accom- 
panied by  one  thousand  warriors.  It  is  so  that  Nennius  relates 
the  event,  and  thus  we  read  it  in  the  Psalter  of  CasheL 

The  place  where  Partholan  fixed  his  dwelling,  was  at  Inis- 
Soimer,™  near  Erni,  a  place  which  was  so  called  from  Saimer,  the 
name  of  a  hound  that  oelonged  to  Partholan,  who  killed  it  in  a 
fit  of  jealousy  towards  his  wife  Delgnaid,  who  had  been  guilty  of 
an  illicit  intrigue  with  one  of  her  own  slaves,  whose  name  was 
Todga.  When  Partholan  had  rebuked  her  for  this  evil  deed,  the 
lady,  instead  of  striving  to  appease  him,  insisted  that  her  angry 
lord  deserved  more  blame  himself  for  the  disgraceful  act  than  she 
did.  "Think  you,  Partholan,"  said  she,  "tnat  one  may  leave 
koney  near  a  woman,  or  sweet  milk  near  a  child,  or  food  near  a 
generous  man,  or  fleshmeat  near  a  cat,  or  tools  and  instruments 
near  a  mechanic,  or  man  and  woman  in  a  desert  place,  and  that 
they  will  each  keep  clear  of  the  other?"  Here  follow  the  words 
of  the  lay  that  records  the  fact : 

"  Choice  honey  near  a  woman  leave ;  leave  sweet  milk  near  a  boy  j 
To  generous  heart  leave  food  in  trust ;  trust  flesh  meat  to  a  cat ; 
Shut  up  the  cunning  artisan  in  shop  with  store  of  tools  ; 
Or  leave  a  young  pair  all  alone,  and  deem  you  run  no  risks." 

countries,  the  Gaels  vaguely  compre-  The  Tuscans  or  Etrurians  were  styled 

headed  under  the  term  Greig.    Par-  "  Moeonidae,"  i.  e.  Masonians. 

l^olan  was  possibly  of  the  race  of  those  •  Tlie  inver  or  estuary  of  >kéni,  now 

ear^y  colonizers,whom  the  West  of  Asia  the  bay  of  Kenmare,  al.  Inbher  Sceino, 

86,11  forth  in  the  heroic  ages,  and  who,  (Inver- Scamie). 

l*TQaps,  first  disseminated  letters,  and  10  77«?  Day  of  Mars,  in  Irish,  "  Dia 

commerce,  and  agriculture  throughout  Mairt,"  is   our   vernacular   name  for 

^thern   Europe.    The  country  here  Tuesday. 

Jjjnt    was   most   likely  the  ancient  ll  The  wives  of  Partholan's  three 

tooeonia,"  otherwise  "  Lydia,"  in  Asia  sons  here  named,  were  Nerba,  Kicliba 

*h&or.  and   Kerbnad,  al.   Nerblia,  Ciochbha 

1  In  Gaelic,  Muir  Tbirrian,  which  and  Cerbnad. 

*}"fc  translate  the  "  Tyrrhenian"  or  w  Inis  Saimer,  is  a  small  island  in  the 

T^aoan  Sea,  i.  e,    Mare  Tyrhenum  river  Erne,  at  Ballyshannon.— -0'D. 
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When  Partholan  heard  this  impudent  retort,  he  seized  her 
favor  it  j  hound,  and  dashing  it  ag  linst  the  ground,  he  killed  it 
Thi*  was  the  first  instance  of  jealousy  that  happened  in  Ireland 
after  the  Flood. 

Seventeen  years  after  Partholan  took  possession  of  Ireland,  the 
first  of  his  followers  dbd ;  he  was  named  Feda,  the  son  of  Tortan. 
It  is  from  him  that  Magh-FedaM  (Moy-Fea)  has  received  its  name. 

The  rcasoa  why  Partholan  h  id  migrated  to  Ireland  was,  be- 
cause he  previously  had  slain  his  own  father  and  mother,  hoping 
thus  to  have  been  able  to  usurp  the  government  from  his  brother. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  these  parricides,  that  he  had  been  forced 
to  fly  to  Ireland ;  but  God  sent  a  plague  upon  his  posterity  in 
veng  ance  thereof,  and  by  it  nine  thousand  of  them  were  killed 
in  one  week  at  Benn-Edar  (the  Hill  of  Howth.) 

Soms  authors  reckon  another  colonization,  namely,  that  made 
by  Kical,14  son  of  Nil,  son  of  Garb,  son  of  Uadmor;  and  his 
mother  was  named  Lot  Luaimnech,  and  that  they  had  dwelt  in 
Ireland  for  over  two  hundred  years,  living  by  fashing  and  by 
fowling.  Upon  Partholan's  arrival  in  the  island,  these  previous 
possessors  gave  him  battle  on  the  plain  of  Magh-Itha."  Here 
their  chieftain  Kicil  fell,  and  his  Fomorians16  were  destroyed  by 
Partholan.  Irrus-Domnan17  was  the  place  where  Kical  and  his 
followers  had  landed.  His  fleet  consisted  of  six  ships,  each  of 
which  contained  fifty  men,  and  as  many  women,  as  the  bard 
recounts: 

u  The  seventh  people,  that  possessed 
The  beauteous  Eri  of  hhm  plains, 
Came  with  cart  Kical,  the  short-legged. 
To  the  fair  fields  o'er  Inber  Domuan." 

u  Ma*h  Fedha  or  Fea  was  the  name  M  Fomorians.  Some  say  that "  Fonv» 

of  a  plain  in  ihe  barony  of  Forth  and  arach"  means  simply  "pirate."   Otheti 

county  of  Garlow.  will  have  it,  that  the  Phoenicians  wert 

14  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  the  people  to  whom  the  term  was  applied, 

call  this  man  Cical  Gri^encosach,  son  while  others  again  think  that  the  Foraar- 

of  Goll,  son  of  Garbh  of  the  Fomarai<jh,  aigh  canio  from  the  regions  that  after- 

and  they  say  (hat  he  came  to  Ireland  a  wards  sent  forth  the  people  called  Nor» 

few  years  after  Partholan.    It  is,  how-  mans  and  Danes.  In  the  latter  case,  they 

ever,  more  probable  that  this  short-  must  have  been  Finns  or  Laps,  who, 

leggod  chief  of  a  people    "  living  by  parhaps,  were  the  predecessors  of  both 

fining  an l  fowbng  "  lived  in  Ireland  Celts  ami  Teutons  in  Western  Europe, 

baforo  Partholan,  as  Keating  and  the  for  in  those  times,  it  is  not  likely  toot 

Lsb\ar  Gabhala  tell  us.     There  are  there  were  any  Gothic  or  Teutonic  no* 

traces  of  such  a  people — a  people  of  tions  in  North-western  Europe.    It  is 

perhaps  Lapotiic  typj,  in  Ireland,  and  remarkable  that  the  Welsh,  Uaello  and 

they  it  was  that  probab'y  left  those  stone  Breton  resemble  the  UraJian  dialects  is 

implements  improperly  called  "  C>:lts."  one  or  two  important  points,  wherein 

"  Murh'Itha  is  the  name  of  a  p'ain  all  throe  d.ffer  from  their  kindred  Indo» 

in  the  barony  of  Raphoe,  along  the  river  European  tongues. 

Fins,  and  county  of  DonegaL— O'D.  "  Now  Err»,  in  west  Connaqght 
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"  Three  hundred  men  that  band  did  number, 
That  came  from  the  clime  of  Uadmor, 
But  short  their  sway  bad  lasted, 
When  in  one  week  they  were  laid  low." 

ven  lakes  burst  forth18  in  Ireland  in  the  days  of  Partholan, 
ely,  Loch-Mesc,M  in  Connaught,  which  overspread  Magh- 
na ;  Loch-Con,10  which  burst  torth  over  the  land  three  years 
the  battle  with  Kical,  and  Magh-Cro  was  the  name  or  the 
plain  it  overwhelmed;  Loch-Dechetn  burst  forth  twelve  years 
after  Partholan's  occupation ;  and  one  year  after  that,  Slangi, 
the  fourth  chieftain  of  his  people,  died,  and  was  buried  on  Sliabh- 
Slangi.a     A  year  after  the  latter  event,  the  eruption,  of  Loch- 
Laigrlinni,*8  in  the  territory  of  Ui-Mac  Uais,  of  Breágh,  took  place. 
Xtóáglinni  was  the  fifth  of  the  nobles  that  had  come  over  with 
Partholan  •  and  it  was  when  they  were  digging  his  grave  that  the 
last  named  lake  sprang  forth ;  hence  they  called  it  Laiglinni's 
lake,  or  Loch  Laiglinni.      Next  year  Loch-Ectra*4  broke  out, 
between  Sliabh- Modurn25  and  Sliabh-Fuaid*  in  Orgiall;   after 
this  Loch-Rudraido27  burst  forth,  and  in  it  Rudraide,  the  chieftain 
from  whom  it  was  called,  was  drowned ;  in  the  same  year  hap- 
pened the  eruption  of  Loch-Cuan.*    Partholan,  upon  arriving  in 
Ireland,  found  but  three  lakes  and  nine  rivers  therein.     The 
lakes  were  Loch-Luimni^h,19  in  Des-Mumha,  or  Desmond ;  Loch- 
íoirdemain,*0  near  Traign-Li  (Tralee),  in  Munster,  and  Finloch- 
Kera,*1  in  Irrus-Domuan,  in  Connaught,  of  which  the  bard  says: 

"  Three  wide  and  wondrous  lakes, 
And  nine  delightful  rivers, 

11  Burst  forth,  '•  Do  Bhriicht,"  is  the        M  Locli  Laiglinni  is  not  known.    Ui 

*ord  used  by  our  ancient  chroniclers.  Mac  Uais  Breugh  is  a  district  in  East- 

*Mst  modern  Irish  antiquaries  under-  meath.  — O'D. 

^d  the   phrase  to  be  a  figurative        2I  *5  «•  Loch   Edra.    Dr.   O'Dono- 

^'Hod  of  expressing  the  discovery  of  van  says  that  there  is  no  remarkable 

***  lakes,  by  the  exploring  colonists,  lake    between    those    mountains    but 

*°  suppose  anything  else  would  lead  Loch    Mucnamha,  near   Castleblaney. 

jj*  back  to  those  fabled  times  of  cla^ic  Sliabh  Modurn  (Mourne).    It  is  in  the 

"^od,  when,   as    poets    sang,   Sicily  barony   of    Cremourne,    county   Mon- 

^jw  torn  from  Italy,  and  some  great  aghan.       Sliabh    Fuaid,    is    situated 

A«antis  sank  beneath  the  ocean.  near  Newtown,  Hamilton  county,  Ar- 

Now   Lough  Mask,  a  large  and  raagh. 
^Qtifal  lake  in  the  county  Mayo.-O'D.        a7  Loch  Rudraide.     The  mouth   of 

Lou  Con   is    in   the   barony  of  the  river  Erne,  county  Donegal,  was  so# 

ll[awley  and  county  of  Mayo.— O  D.  called.— O'D. 

Locfi    Dccket   or    Tecliet    is    now        2B  Loch    Cuan,  now  called   Strang 

^Sh  Gara,  between  the  counties  Ros-  ford  Lough,  county  Down  — O'D. 
ttJMnon  and  Sligo.  — OT).  a9  so  3l  Loch  Luimnigh  was  Limerick 

$iabh-Slangi    was    the    ancient  harbor,  Jjoch  Foirdemain,  Tralee  bay, 

****&  of  Sliabh  Domhamghairt  (Sit eve  and  Finnloch  Keray  Lough  Carra,  id 

^tcangarí),  now  Slieve  Donard.— O'D.  Mayo^-O'D. 
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Loch-Fordremoln,  Loch-Luimnigh 
And  Finnloch,  close  by  Irras." 

The  following  are  the  nine  rivers,  namely,  the  Buas  (now  the 
Bush),  between  Dal-Araide"  and  Dal-Riada,"orKuta;  the  Berba 
(now  Barrow) ;  the  Burthaeh,  or  Lifi  (now  Liffev),  between  the 
TJi-Neill  and  the  people  of  Leinster;  the  Laei  (now  LeeV  in 
Munster,  running  through  Muscraide  (now  Muskerry)  to  Cork: 
the  Sligech  (now  Sligo),  Saimer  (otherwise  the  Erna),  and 
Muaidh  (now  Moy\  in  Connaught,  in  the  territory  of  the  nor- 
thern Ui-Fiachracn  (Ee-Feeghragh);  the  Modurn  or  Mourne,  iu 
Tirone,  and  the  Bann  between  Lee  and  Eli,  as  the  bard  informs 
us  in  the  duan,  which  begins,  "  Adam,  parent  source  of  hosts :" 

"  The  Laei,  Buas,  Banna,  the  strong  Berba, 
The  Saimer,  Sligech,  Modurn,  Muaidh, 
And  Lifi,  in  Laighen,  likewise — 
These  are  the  elder  rivers." 

About  four  years  after  the  eruption  of  Murthol*  Partholan 
died,  in  the  old  plain  of  Magh-n-Elta  of  Edar,  and  there  he  was 
buried.  The  reason  why  it  is  called  the  Old  Plain^  i.  e.  Sen-lfagh9 
is  because  no  wood  ever  grew  upon  it,  and  the  reason  why  it  in 
called  Magh-n-Elta,  i.e.,  "  the  plain  of  the  flocks,"  (i.e.,  eaa,)  is 
because  that  was  the  place  where  the  fowl  of  Eri  used  to  como 
to  bask  in  the  sun. 

Partholan  died  about  thirty  years  after  his  occupation  of  Ire- 
land. Some  of  our  antiquarians  will  have  it  that  event  happened 
in  the  year  of  the  world  2628,  but  I  judge  from  what  I  have 
shown  above,  that  there  were  only  1986  from  the  Creation  of  the 
world  to  the  death  of  Partholan.  There  are  others,  again,  that 
say,  that  only  twenty  years  intervened  between  the  death  of' 
Partholan  and  the  destruction  of  his  people  by  the  plague ;  buL 
the  general  opinion  is  against  them;  for  it  says  that  Ireland 
remained  desert,  but  thirty  years  after  that  catastrophe,  until 
Nemedh  came  to  take  possession  of  it :  as  the  poet  relates  in  the 
following  verse: 

"  During  thirty  yean,  fall  told 
It  lay  desolate,  without  warriors  brave, 
When  all  its  hosts  died  in  one  week 
In  flocks  upon  Magh-n-Elta." 

é  We  are  told  by  the  holy  Cormac  Mac  Culinain,  that  there 

w  n  Dal  Araidhe  (Daul    Arret)  was  Masters  call  this  "  Murthol  Brena,"  or 

co-extensive  with  the  present  county  "the  Inundation  of  Brena,"  Brena  ap» 

Down,  and  DaJ-Riada  with  the  county  pears,  it  would  seem,  to  have  been  an 

Antrim.  old   name  for  the  present  8trmogfo*d 

M  Murthol.  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Loogh 
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were  three  hundred  years  from  the  coming  of  Partholan  to  the 
destruction  of  his  people,  and  this  account  is  confirmed  by  the 
bard  Eocaidh  O'Floinn  {&Flinn),  where  he  says: 

"  Three  hundred  years,  we  know  well, 
Over  those  lovely,  fertile  fields, 
Bated  that  polished,  prudent  race, 
In  Ski,  the  ancient  and  the  august" 

It  must  also  be  seen,  from  all  we  have  said,  that  those  are  not 
to  be  believed  either,  who  say  that  more  than  five  hundred  years 
intervened  between  the  deatn  of  Partholan  and  the  destruction 
of  his  people  by  the  plague ;  neither  are  we  to  suppose,  that  after 
the  country's  having  been  inhabited,  as  they  assert,  for  above 
five  hundred  years,  the  number  of  its  people  could  amount  to  no 
more  than  five  thousand  men  and  four  thousand  women. 

The  following  was  the  division  made  of  Ireland  by  the  four 
sons  of  Partholan,  Er,  Orba,  Ferann  and  Fergna,  chieftains  that 
had  four  namesakes36  amongst  the  descendants  of  Miledh ;  here, 
then,  is  their  division,  as  recorded  by  Eocaidh  O'Floinn,*  Ard- 
Ollamh  re  Filidect,  or  Arch-Poet  of  Ireland. 

"  FOUR  gallant  sons  of  warlike  deeds, 
Four  princely  sons  had  Partholan, 
Who  shared  between  them,  uncontrolled 
And  without  grudge,  the  lands  of  Eri"  * 

*  These  namesakes  were  the  four  mcnt.     2d.  Inheritance   of  property, 
sons  of  Eber  Finn,  son  of  Miledh,  who  3d.  Distinct  apportionment    of  land, 
ruled  Ireland  conjointly  from  A.  D.  4th.   Seniority  or  chieftainship,  i.  e. 
2755  to  A.  D.  2756.    The  names  are,  distinction  of  rank. 
apparently,    allegorical    in    both    in-  M  The  celebrated  chief-poet,  Eocaidh 
stances,  and  refer  to  the  arts  and  in-  OTloinn,  flourished  in  the  10th  con- 
stitutions established  in  Ireland  during  tury.     Many  of  his  compositions  re- 
its  occupation  by  the  Partholanians  and  main.     The  post  of  "Ard-ollamh  re 
XSberians,  the  memory  of  which  has  been  Filidecht,"  (Ard-Ollavre  jilleeght),  i.  e. 
^hus  enigmatically  and  succinctly  pre-  chief-doctorship  of  poetry,  was  one  of 
Served  in  Druidic  rann.   I  here  give  the  the  earliest  regular  institutions  of  the 
^Kxieanings  of  these  four  words,  from  0  -  Gaels. 

^Heilly's  Irish  Dictionary,  viz. :  1.  i4Er"  or  87  This  division    has    been    before 

*** Ear," sub.  head, adj.,  great ;  2.  "Orba,"  given,  and  the  modern  names   of  the 

^"1*6.  inheritance,  land  patrimony;  see  al-  boundary  points  shown,  viz. :  1st,  from 

»o"Forba"  andi4Forbadh,"id.;  3.  "Fe-  Ailech  or  Ellagh,  near  Deny,  on  the 

*-ann"  or  "  Fcarann,"  land,  a  farm,  i.  e.  a  north  coast,  to  Ath-Cliath  or  Dublin ; 

*2  stinct  portion  of  land.    4.  "  Fergna,"  2d,  from  Dublin  to  Ard-Nemidh,  i.  e. 

«^lúeftainship,  seniority,  and  "  Ergna,"  the  hill  over  the   Cove  of  Cork,  on 

^Ghith  is  the  same  word  without  the  dig-  Great-Island  ;    3d,  to  Medraide,  i.  e. 

ttJww,  knowledge.    The  allegory  then  Clarin's    Bridge,   near    Galway,   and 

flight  mean,  that  these  sous,  born  to  thence  again  to  Ailech.    It  is  to  be  re- 

^artholan,   in  Ireland,  were   the  laws  marked  that  no  internal  boundaries  are 

and  customs  he  established  amongst  laid  down.     The  interior  was  still  ap- 

the  hunters  and  fishers,  he  found  dwell-  parently  unknown,  the  Partholaniant 

log  in  it,  viz. :   1st.  Head,  i.  e.,  govern-  occupying  but  the  coasts. 
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Their  division  was  not  hard  for 
The  isle  of  Eri,  an  unbroken  forest — 
Few  then  the  dwellers  in  each  lis" 
i  Each  man  well  knew  his  proper  share. 

Er,  the  eldest,  bright  was  his  happiness, 
Pleasant  his  share,  long  held  in  peace— 
From  Ailech-Neid,  land  without  deceit, 
To  the  rich  Ath-Cliath  of  Laighen. 

From  Ath-Cliath  Laighen,  Leap*  of  Ler, 
To  the  tall  isle  of  Ard-Nemidh, 
A  fair,  rich  soil  was  Orba's  share — 
Free  from  strife — strong  was  his  rule. 

From  the  ford  where  Jtfemedh  met  his  death, 
To  Medraide  of  wide  territories, 
A  fair  and  faultless  tract, 
1  Was  the  large  domain  of  Ferann. 

Long  is  the  tract  from  far  Medraide 
To  Ailech-Neid  of  customs  good, 
A  powerful  lordship,  of  fearless  sway, 
This  plenteous  laud  fell  to  Fergna. 

On  Eri's  soil  (no  tale  of  falsehood  this) 
Were  born  these  champions  named. 
A  noble  race  of  endless  fame — 
Geutle  as  warlike  were  the  FOUR." 

Here  follow  the  names  of  Partholan's  husbandmen,  Tothact, 
Tarba,  Trén,  Imhas,  Ciil,  Dorcha  and  Damh  *  His  four  oxen 
were  Liag,  Leg-magb,  Imari  and  Ethrighe.  Beór  was  the  name 
of  the  first  person  that  received  people  at  free  hospitality,  or 
entertainment,  in  Ireland.    Breóga,  son  of  Senboth,  was  the  first 

"  Lis  or  liosy  gen.  lesa,  is  the  most  *  These  names  of  Partholan's  hue- 
usual  name  for  those  circular  earthen  bandmen,  Ac.,  tend  to  confirm  one,  a* 
forts,  one  or  two,  and  sometimes  three  to  the  allegorical  nature  of  the  mmoi 
of  which  are  to  be  found,  still  to  be  of  his  followers.  They  are  moat  of 
traced  in  almost  every  Baili  or  town-  them  ordinary  Gaelic  words,  and  ex- 
land  in  Ireland.  pressive  of  certain  appropriate .  attiv 

*•  In  the  original,  Leim  Lit.    Haiti-  butes,  viz. :  amongst  those  husbandmea, 

day  translates  these  words,  " great  the  Tothacht,    i.  e.    "digging;"    Tarbhm, 

coast"     We   cannot   find    that   the  i.  e.,  "  profit ;"  Tren,  i.  e.  "  strength," 

words  could  bear  that  construction.  &c  Amongst  the  oxen  arc  Leg-mXagh^ 

Besides,  Ler's  Leap  might  have  been  as  i.  e.,  "  lay  the    field  ;"    /mart,  L  •* 

appropriately  applied  to  the  mouth  of  "  ridge  ;"  and  Ethrighe,  i.  e.  "  furrow." 

the  Liffey,  as  "Leim  Choncullainn"  or  The  names  of  his  three  Druids,  signifr 

Ouchullainn's  Leap,    to    that  of  the  knowledge,  information,  and    inquiry. 

Shannon.    We  shall  meet,  further  on,  The  names  of  his  merchants,  M  Bibei  m 

with  a   celebrated   personage   called  and  "Bebal,"  would  seem  to  point  te  the 

Manannan,  son  of  Ler.  Bast»  where  he  traded. 


iHB  hibtqby  or  nonuun  Wl 

Awn,  that  first  introduced  single  combat  into  Ireland*  Samaliliath 
~*n&  the  first  to  introduce  the  drinking  of  ale.  Fios.  Eolae  and 
iVochmart  were  ParthoWs  three  druids;41  Mucha,  Meran  and 
iWnncnlcan  were  his  three  champions ;  Bibal  and  Bébal  were  his 
4fc*o  merchants :  he  had  ten  daughters  and  ten  sons-in-law. 


«  Draeidk,  (Dkrte),  b  the  Gaelic   void  meant  "prophet,"  "poet,"  sod 

"  sage,"  as  well  as  "  priest"    Thua,ii 


of  the   word   "Druid."     The  " sage,"  at  well  as  "  prieet "    Thus, its 

priests  of  the  Celtic  nations  relation  to  drecht  (arayaght),  an  old 

thus   designated.    The  term  is  Irish  name  for  "  poesy,"  would  be  the 

jusufjully  derived  from  some  word  kin-  same  exactly  as  that  between  noififMa 

dredto  the  Greek  <fyw£,and  Irish  "dair,"  and  Trocffnp.     Drkht,  seems  a  eon- 

"  sn  oak  tree,"  from  their  nasally  per-  tracted  form  of  drúeid  etht  {dremght,) 

turning  their  rites  in  sacred  groves  of  i.  e.  «•  draidism."    This  latter  denva- 

ttsttree.    It  is,  however,  more  ap-  tion  we  have  observed  to  be  the  con- 

gnpriatdy  derived  from  some  word  jectnre  of  some  learned  continental 

«*»  djpou  "to  make;"  thus  notrpij^  philologists.    /It    seems    the    more 

aMpoeV'lrom7rof€CJ«tomal^"ibrthe  likely. 


OHAPTEB  VIL 


<*  THE  SECOND  COLONIZATION  07  IRELAND,  LK.,  THB  CONQUEST 
XT  THE  SONS  OF  NEMEDH,  OB  THE  2TOMEDIANS,  AND  OF 
THEIR  BATTLES  DOWN  HEBE. 

Ihbland  remained  waste  for  the  space  of  thirty  years  after 
A*6  extinction1  of  the  race  of  Parthólan,  until  Neinedh,  son  of 
Ap*aman,  son  of  Pamp,  son  of  Tath,  pon  of  Sera,  son  of  Sru, 
8011  of  Esru,  son  of  Framant,  son  of  Fathacta,  son  of  Magog, 
**  of  Japhet  came  and  settled  therein.  It  is  to  be  remarked 
«•*  all  those  that  formerly  invaded  Ireland,  are  of  the  posterity 
°i  Magog,1  except  Kesair  alone,  if  it  be  indeed  true  that  that 

Partholar.  and  his  people  died  at  In  fact  the  old  names  of  the  country 

^VQlact  Muintiri  Partholain,"  now  and  its  rivers  and  mountains,  go  far  to 

TiDaght,  within  three  miles  of  Dublin,  disprove  the  similarity  of  origin  and 

It  is  not  very  likely  that  all  the  language  here  asserted.    Thepreserva- 

Hrtholanians  could  have  been  destroy-  tion  of  their  genealogies  was,  it  is  true, 

•£•   We  must  rather  understand  the  an  essential  institution  of  the  Gaelic  pol- 

™j*here  recorded,  to  mean  that  the  ity — in  fact,  the  man  or  tribe  whose  pe<li~ 

rf*  had  so  weakened  them,  that  gree  was  forgotten,  lost  his  or  its  liberty 

{J**  Fomorian  or  Aboriginal  enemies  thereby — but  the  Gaelic  Shenachies, 

■*  .subdued  or  banished  these  early  had  no  iutcrest  in  handing  down  the 

•rolittra.  pedigrees  of  the  earlier  tribes.    We 

1  This,  though  the  common  opinion  shall  even  see  them  hereafter  making 

*  <*r  Shenachies,  is  most  improbable,  laws  to  prevent  any  such  transmission. 


122  THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND* 

heroine  ever  occupied  the  island.  It  is  at  Sru.  son  of  Esru,  that 
the  genealogies  of  Nemedh  and  Partholan  separate:  and  at  Sera 
that  the  generations  of  the  Fir-Bolgs,  Tuatha-Dé.-Dananns  and 
the  sons  of  Miledh  or  Milesians  diverge  from  one  another.  All 
these  nations  spoke  the  "  Scot-Bérla"  or  Scottish  tongue.  This 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  when  Ith,  son  of  Breogan,  came  to 
Ireland,  he  communicated  with  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns  in  that 
tongue,  and  through  it  both  he  and  they  found  out,  that  they 
were  each  of  them  of  the  posterity  of  Mngog.  Some  assert,  that 
Nemedh  was  descended  from  Acfia,  a  son  whom  Partholan  had 
left  behind  him  in  the  East. 

The  course8  Nemedh  took  in  his  voyage  to  Ireland  from  Scy- 
thia,  was  through  that  narrow  sea  that  comes  in  from  the  ocean, 
which  narrow  sea  is  called  the  "  Mare  Euxinum"  (i.  e.  the  Euxine^ 
now  the  Black  Sea)}  It  is  the  boundary  between  the  north-west 
part  of*  Asia  and  the  north-east  part  of  Europe ;  the  Kiphean 
(Ural)  Mountains  are  also,  according  to  Pomponius  Mela,  on  the 
north-west  boundary  of  Asia,  between  the  sea  just  mentioned 
and  the  Northern  Ocean.  lie  left  the  Riphcan  Mountains  on 
his  right,  until  he  got  into  the  North  sea,  and  then  he  left  Europe 
on  his  left,  until  he  reached  Ireland.5  The  following  was  the 
strength  of  his  fleet  and  the  number  of  his  host,  to  wit,  thirty- 
four  ships,  with  a  crew  of  thirty  in  each  ship.  The  leaders  of 
these  were  Nemedh  and  his  four  sons,  Starn,  Iarbanel  the  Pro- 
phet, Anind  and  Fergus  Leth-derg  (Fergus  of  the  Red  Side).6 

Four  lakes  burst  forth  in  Ireland  in  Ncmedh's  time.  These  are 
Loch-Brenannon,7  Magh-Asail,  in  Ui  Niallain;  Loch  Munremar,* 

*  The  course  here  vaguely  pointed  of  the  voyage,  however,  might  have 

out,  was  the  one  that  might  have  been  been  performed  in  boats,  up  the  Volga 

taken  by  the  Cimbri  or  Kimri,  i.  e.  or  the  Don.    The  error  of  a  single  word 

the  Northern  Celts,  if,  as  some  anti-  or  a  few  word*,  would  have  caused  the 

quaries  suppose,  these  were  descendants  mistake.  The  main  facts,  as  to  the  tra- 

of  the  Oimmerii  of  the  Palus  Moeotis,  ditionary  account  of  Nemedh's  migra» 

now  the  Sea  of  Asoph.    The  name  of  tions,  can  scarcely  be  impugned  thereby. 

the  Cimmerii,  is  still  faintly  preserved  Dr.  Keating  was  so  rigid  a  respecter 

in  that  of  the  "  Crimea."  of  antiquity  that  he  neglected  to  look 

4  The  Euxine  or  Black  Sea  is  here  at  his  map.    With  the  exception  of 

obviously  confounded  with  the  Baltic ;  the  sail  by  the  Riphean  mountains,  the 

that  is,  the  point  from  which  the  Nome-  description  of  the  migration  is  exactly 

dians  first  started  towards  the  North,  what  might  be  expected.    The  Sean- 

with  that  whence   they  sailed    from  dinavians,    and   other   nations,    mast 

directly  for  Ireland.    The  Euxine  has  have  traced  nearly  the  same  route  m 

no    direct    communication    with    the  after  times. 

ocean,  but  the  Baltic  has,  and  agrees  •  Medu,  Mocha,  Yba,  and  Kara, 

fully  with  this  description.  were  the  wives  of  these  chieftains.—- 

*  The  Gaelic  Bards  were  certainly  Four  Masters. 

no  geographers,  or  tliey  would  not  have  *  Loch  Brenann,  appears  to  have 

made  this  colony  sail  over  land  from  the  been  another  name  for  Loch  Oal,  now 

Cimmerian  to  the  Cimbric  Peninsula,  Lough  Gall,  in  the  barony  of  West 

i.  e.,  from  Crimea  to  Denmark.    Part  Oneilland,  in  the  county  of  Armagh, 
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on  Magh-8ola ;  and,  ten  years  after  the  landing  of  Nemedh,  Loch- 
Darbreeh9  sprang  forth,  and  also  Loch  Anind,  over  Magh-Mor,  in 
3íeath ;  Loch- Anind  was  thus  called,  for  it  burst  forth  over  the 
land  when  they  were  digging  the  grave  of  Anind.  It  was  of 
these  lakes  that  the  bard  sang  the  following  rann : 

"  Four  lakes  of  waters  wide 
Burst  over  the  great  Fodla — 
Loch-Darbrech,  Loch-Brenann,  fair 
Loch-Muoremar,  Loch- Anind."10 

The  wife  of  Nemedh  died  in  Ireland,  in  the  twelfth  year  after 
her  arrival  in  the  country,  and  previous  to  the  death  of  Anind, 
son  of  Nemedh.  Macha  was  this  lady's  name ;  and  she  was  the 
first  that  had  died  since  the  landing  of  Nemedh's  colonv  therein. 
It  is  from  her  that  Ard-Macha  (i.  e.  Macha's  height,  now  Armagh) 
has  its  name. 

Nemedh  built  two  royal  raihs  (i.  e.  forts')  in  Ireland,  namely,  Eath 

Kinneich,11  in  the  Ui  Niallain,  and  Ratn  Kimbaeith,13  in  Semni. 

It  was  the  four  sons  of  Madan  Munremar,  of  the  Fomorians,18  that 

huilt  Rath  Kinneich  in  one  day ;  their  names  were  Bog,  Robog, 

Rubni  and  Rodan.     Nemedh  slew  them  the  next  morning  in 

Doiri  Lighe,14  lest  they  should  take  it  into  their  heads  to  pull 

down  the  rath  again,  and  he  buried  them  where  they  felL 

Nemedh  cleared  twelve  plains  of  wood  while  in  Ireland ;  here 
follow  their  names:  Magh-Kera,16  Magh-Nera,16  Magh-Culi- 
Toládh,1*  Magh-Luirg,win  Connaught;  Magh-Tochair,  in  Tyrone; 
WMagh,19  in  Munster;  Magh-Bresa,90  in  Leinster;  Magh-Lu- 
gaidh  »  in  Ui  Tuirtri  ;■  Magh-Seridh*  in  Tebtha  (Teffa) ;  Magh- 

•  it  may   be  the  Fretum  Brennesc,  Li,"  now.      It  was  very  probably  in 

otherwise  Loch  Cuan,  now  Strangford  the  territory  of  the  Fir  Iii,  on    the 

1^'e,  whose  eruption  has  already  been  Kiver  Bann. — O'D. 

recorded.— O'D.  »  Magh-Kera,    i.  c.   the  Plain   of 

'  Loch  Munremar    is   now   called  Kera,  in  the    barony  of   Carra,  and 

"tagh  Ramor,   near  Virginia,  in  the  county  of  Mayo. — O'D. 

county  of  Cavan. — O'D.  "  Magh-Ncra,  unknown  to  editor. 

'  LodDarbrech — now  Lough  Derry-  "  Magh-Culi-Toládh,  (Moycu!li-To- 

JJ^h,  a  large  and  beautiful  lake,  near  la,)  a    plain   in    the  barony  of  Kil- 

^lepollard, county  Weatmeath.-O'D.  maine,  and  county  of  Mayo.— -O'D. 

u  ioch  Anind — now  Lough  Ennell,  18  Magh-Luirg,    now    Moylurg,  in 

near  Mullingar.— O'D.  the  county  of  Roscommon. — O'D. 

11  Rath  Kinneich,  or  Cinncich,  un-  19  Lec-Magh,  unknown  to  editor, 

known.- O'D.  »  Magh-Bresa.    The  Four  Masters 

11  Rath  Kimbaeith,  the  name  is  now  have  it  Magh-Brensa.     Not  known  to 

obsolete.    Magh  Semhni  (Moy  Shevni),  editor. 

w*s  in  the  county  of  Antrim.     Riun  al  Magh-Lugaidh  (Moy  Looee),  i.  e. 

Semni    (Reen    Shevni),   was    the    old  the  Plain  of  Lugaidh,  a  district  round 

name  of  Island-Magoe.— O'D.  Lough  Nea^h.— O'D. 

t  u  This  would  show  that  the  Fomo-  M  The  Ui  Tuirtri,  who  gave  their 

riaos  inhabited  the  country  still.  name  to  this  district,  were  descended 

14  Doiri  Lighe,  i.  e.  "the  oak  wood  of  from    Fiacra  Tort,  the  grandson  of 
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Semni,*  in  Dal-Araide,  Antrim;  Magh-Murthemni,"  in  Breágh; 
and  Magh-Macha,*  in  Orghiall. 

Nemedh  defeated  the  Fomorians  in  three  battles.  These  peo- 
ple were  mariners  of  the  race  of  Cham,  who,  sailing  from  Africa, 
fled  to  the  islands  of  the  west  of  Europe,  in  order  to  make  settle- 
ments for  themselves  therein,  and  thus  avoid  the  descendants  of 
Shem ;  for  they  feared  lest  the  latter  should  enslave  them,  in 
consequence  of  the  curse  pronounced  by  Noah  against  their  pro- 
genitor, Cham.  In  this  manner  they  imagined  that,  by  making 
their  settlements  in  far  distant  lands,  they  might  be  allowed  to 
live  in  security,  remote  from  the  oppression  of  the  children 
of  Shem.  For  this  reason  did  they  come  to  Ireland,  where  they 
were  routed  by  Nemedh  in  the  three  battles,  as  above  stated, 
namely:  in  the  battle  of  Sliabh-Bladma  (now  Slieve  Bloom%  in 
Leinster) ;  and  the  battle  of  Jlos-Fraechain,27  in  Connaught,  wherein 
fell  Garni  and  Gennan,  two  Fomorian  chieftains ;  and  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Murbolg,  in  Dal-Riada,  or  the  Ruta.  In  the  latter  conflict, 
Starn,  son  of  Nemedh,  fell  by  the  hand  of  Conaing,  son  of  Faebar, 
at  Lethed-lact-Moighe  {Lchid-lught-Moy).  A  battle  was,  also, 
fought  between  them  at  Cnamh-Ros,28  where  there  was  a  great 
slaughter  of  the  Irish,who  were  led  on  by  Arthur,  a  son  of  Nemedh, 
who  had  been  born  to  him  in  Ireland,  and  by  Ibcan,  son  of  Starn, 
son  of  Nemedh. 

After  this  Nemedh  died  of  a  plague,  at  the  island  of  Ard- 
Nemidb,89  in  Ui  Liathain,80  in  Munster,  which  is  now  called 
Barrymore  Island.  With  him  there  perished  two  thousand  of 
his  pcopk»,  men  and  women. 

After  the  death  of  Nemedh,  his  children  and  people  had  to 
endure  great  tyranny  and  oppression  in  Ireland  from  the  Fomor- 
ians, in  vengeance  for  those  battles  mentioned  above,  wh^re  the 
latter  had  been  routed  by  Nemedh. 


King  Colla  Uais.     The  word  " ui"  " wood  of  the  bones,"  probably 

pronounced  **ee,"  means  "grandsons"  rot»,  county  Carlow. — O'D. 

or  "  descendants ;"  it  is  the  nominative  M  "  Odean  Arda  Nemedh"  (/JImm* 

plural  cf  "o,"the  common  prefix  of  arda-newie),  i.e.  the  Island  of  NemcftHrii 

Irish  surnames.  Height,  was  the  old  name  of  Great  it* 

*  Magk-Seridh,  said  to  be  Kenan-  land  in  Cork  Harbor,  upon  which  the 

nus,  now  Kells,  between  the  two  Tcf  town  of  Cove  stands. 


has,  in  Meath.— O'D.  »  Vi  Liathain,  (Ee  Leehauln), 

"  See  note  on  Rath  Ktmbaeith.  O'Lchan  8  country.     The  Irish   Sept 

u  Ma*rfi'Murthemni     (May     Mm  from  whom  the  district  received  its 

hevm),  was  in  Louth.  name,  arc  now  universally  called  Lyons. 

**  M(i%h~Mactta>  i.  e.  the  "  Plain  of  They  are  still  numerous  round  their 

Macha,"  was  near  Armagh.  ancient  tribe-land.    Their  country  was 

"  Ros-Fnicchain,  is  now  called  Rob-  afterwards    called    Barrymore,    frogs» 

reahan,  in  the  barony  of  Murresk,  and  the  family  of  the  Norman  De  Barries, 

county  of  Mayo. — O'D.  who   conquered   and  possessed   it  in 

*  CnamhrÉoi  (Cnaw  Ron),  L  e.  the  after  times. 
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Conaing,  son  of  Faebar,  from  whom  isoailed  Tor-OonAÍng,11  off 
the  northern  coast  of  Irelaad,  and  who  kept  a  fleet  and  resided  at 
Tor-Conaing,  now  Tor-Inis,  or  Tory  Island,  with  More,  the  son 
of  Delay  exacted  the  tribute  of  Ireland  from  the  Nemedians. 
The  amount  of  this  tribute  was  tvro-thirdfl  of  their  children,  corn, 
and  cattle,  which  had  to  be  presented  to  those  two  chieftains 
every  year,  on  the  eve  of  Samhain*  (All-hallows),  upon  the  field 
of  l/agh-Kedni,*  between  Drobaeis  (Bundrowee)  ana  Erni.  The 
place  received  the  name  of  Magh-Kedni,  from  the  frequent  usage 
4f  paying  that  tribute  thereon*  The  Fomorians  imposed  still 
another  tyrannical  exaction  on  the  children  of  Nemedh,  namely, 
'three  measures*4  of  cream,11  floor  and  butter,  which  were  to  be 
^eut  from  every  hearth  to  More  and  Conaing,  at  Tor-Inis;  and 
tós  tax  was  levied  throughout  Ireland  by  a  female  steward, 
named  Liag;  in  testimony  whereof  a  bard  has  spoken  this  verse : 

"The  tax  they  then  laid  on 
Was  three  weH-fllted  measures— 
A  measure  of  cream  from  richest  milk, 
A  measure  of  the  flour  of  wheat 
The  third  tax,  not  great,  we  deem, 
Was  a  measure  of  mellow  batter." 

length, 


xm,i  íengtu,  anger  auu  lmpauenue  seiaeu  uio  men  01  .an,  or  rea- 

x*n  of  that  tribute  and  taxation,  and  they  rose  up  to  give  rattle 

m  Tor-Ccnomgt  or  Oooams's  Tower,  the  famous  Druidio  firs,  whence  all  the 

*tt  situated  on  Tory  Island,  off  the  hearths  in  Ireland  were  to  he  lighted, 

*rt]*-wegt  coast  of  Donegal.    A  long  was  kindled  at  Tlactga,  now  Atnboy, 

«count  of  its  destruction,  is  given  in  in  the  Monster  portion  of  Meath.    It 

jfe  Book  of  Invasions,  i.  e.  the  "  Leb-  was  the  custom  to  extinguish  all  the 

ta»  Gabhala."  private  hearths  in  the  island,  on  the 

*  Samhain,  now  pronounced  Savwin  night  previous.    The  customs  still  ob- 

•ji  Sowin,  is  the  old  Irish  name  for  served  on  Hallow-Eve  arc  remnants  of 

Jjtefirst  of  November.    It  is  fancifully  the  ceremonies  anciently  practiced  in 

™*5*ed  by  oar  bardic  etymologists  from  honor  of  the  Rest  of  Samh. 

•tewordij"  Samh-Shuan  "  (Sav-hooan)  M  Magh-Kedni  lay  on  the  borders 

JjJJj-  the  rest  of  Samk,  or  the  Sun ;  or  of  the  present  counties  of  Donegal  and 

jroj11  u  Samh-Fuin,"  (Sawin)  i.  e.  the  Fermanagh,  between  Lough  Erne  and 

***  of  Samh ;  for  then  the  "  Samhradh,"  the  sea  at  Bundrowes.    The  derivation 

{^Ufrah  and  Savrah,)  one  of  two  great  here    hinted   at,    from    "  cedna  "    the 

^visions  into  which   the  pagan  Irish  same,  is  extremely  forced. 

*n<fed  their  year,  ended.    This  divi-  •*  The  original  has  "  in  Ian  Slwitde." 

tt0&commenced  on  the  "  La  Beltaini  "  "  Sluasad"  is  now  universally  applied 

^^uy^ay.    The  other  division  was  to    the    implement    called    a  shovel : 

caDed  the  Gambradh  (Gavrah),  or  Sea-  "  Hack"  is  tne  term  used  in  the  bardic 

8011  of  Gamh.    Besides  these,  the  Irish  rnnn  quoted  farther  on.    It  moans  some 

Jjr  Was  divided  into  the  four  seasons :  such  flat  wooden  vessel  as  that  still  used 

^ch,"  Spring ;  "  Samhradh,"  Sum-  by  the  Irish  milkwomen  for  skimming 

wer ,-  «  Foghmhar,"  (Fovar  or  Foar,)  milk  and  making  up  butter. 

ff!^,  and    "  Geimhrcd,"    (Guireh,)  **  By  "  cream,"  cheese  is  most  prob- 

wWer.    Samhain  was  a  famous  fosti-  ably  meant. 

^amongst  the  heathen  Irish.    Then 


126  TUB  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 

to  the  Fomorians.    These  people  were  called  Fomaraigh* because 

they  were  folk  that  committed  "robberies,"  i  ^fog/da,  upon  tho 

"sea,"  i.  e.  muir ;  hence  the  term  Fomarach  means  "pirate,"  or 

"  robber  of  the  seas,"  i.  e.  "  Fo  muirib."    The  clans  of  Nemedh  were 

now  led  on  by  three  brave  warriors,  namely :  by  Beóthach,  Bon 

of  Iarbanél  the  Prophet,  son  of  Nemedh ;  and  by  Fergus  Lethr 

derg  (Bedside),  son  of  Nemedh ;  and  by  Erglan,  son  of  Beóan, 

son  of  Starn,  son  of  Nemedh,  with  whom  were  his  two  brothers, 

Manntan  and  Iarthact.      Their  numbers  amounted  to  thirty 

thousand  on  sea  and  thirty  thousand  on  land ;  as  the  bard  thus 

records: 

"  Three  score  thousand,  a  bright  array, 
Upon  the  land  and  on  the  water ; 
Such  were  the  hosts,  that  left  their  homes 
Of  Nemedh 's  clans,  to  raze  that  tower." 

They  then  demolished  the  tower  or  fortress  upon  Tor-Inia,  and 
there  Conaing  fell,  with  his  children  and  kindred.  However,  More, 
son  of  Dela,  arrived  soon  afterwards  at  Tor-Inis,  from  Africa,  with 
a  force  of  sixty  ships.  Upon  this,  the  clans  of  Nemedh  fought 
the  Fomorians  again  upon  the  same  ground.  In  this  second  battle, 
they  nearly  all  either  foil  by  the  hands  of  each  other,  or  were 
drowned ;  for  they  did  not  perceive  the  tide  coming  in  upon  them, 
such  was  the  intensity  of  the  fight  More,  son  of  Déla,  escaped 
with  a  small  portion  of  his  people,  and  with  them  he  took  pos- 
session of  the  island.  Of  the  host  of  the  Nemedians,  engaged  in 
that  fight,  there  escaped  but  the  crew  of  one  ship,  containing 
thirty  warriors,  amongst  whom  were  three  chieftains  of  Nemedhi 
own  blood,  namely,  Simeon  Brec,  son  of  Starn,  son  of  Nemedh: 
and  Ibath,  son  of  Beóthach,  son  of  Iarbanel  the  Prophet,  son  off 
Nemedh;  and  Britán  Mael,  son  of  Fergus  Leth-derg,  son  of 
Nemedh. 

Upon  escaping  from  that  conflict,  they  formed  the  resolution 
of  leaving  Ireland,  and  thus  fleeing  from  the  slavery,  to  which 
the  Fomorians  had  reduced  them.  They  were  seven  years  pre* 
paring  for  their  emigration.  Each  of  the  above-named  chiefs  pre- 
pared a  separate  fleet,  and  a  certain  portion,  both  of  the  children  of 
those  that  had  arrived  in  Ireland  with  Nemedh  and  of  his  own  de- 
scendants, embarked  on  board  these  fleets,  under  their  respective 

*  Fomaraigh,  or,  with  all  its  aspira-  8horcs,from  thcDofreficld  or  Nonregta 

tions,  "  Fomharaigh ; "   (Fovarih  and  Alps  to  Mount  Atlas.    At  the  Sue 

Fovarig)  is  the  plural  of  "Fomarach."  It  this  history  now  treats  of,  the  race  ol 

is  idle  to  speculate  upon  the  etymology  Cham  were  lords  of  powerful  empira 

of  the  name.    That  here  given  ispurely  in  Egypt  and  Canaan,  while  the  ram 

fanciful,  and  very  far-fetched.   The  peo-  of  Shorn  were  still  but  obscure  ■tog» 

pic  were  probably  the  Aborigines  or  herds,  so  that  the  reason,  given  a  Htm 

carl  iest  inhabitants  of  Western  Europe,  before  for  the  wanderings  of  this  people^ 

and  may  have  occupied  the  Atlantic  cannot  be  admitted. 
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leaden.  Others?  remained  after  them  in  Ireland.  Amongst  them 
were  ten  warriors,  left  to  rule  the  remnant  of  the  Nemedians,  that 
staid  behind  tinder  the  thraldom  of  the  Fomorians.  These  con- 
tinned  to  dwell  in  the  island,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Fer-Bolgs. 

«Simeon  Brec,  soztof  Starn,  son  of  Nemedh,  one  of  those  three 
chieftains,  proceeded  with  lus  followers  to  Greece,11  that  is,  to 
that  part  of  it  called  Thrace,  and  here  again  they  fell  into  bond- 
age. It  is  from  this  Simeon  Brec  that  the  Rr-Bolgs  are  de- 
scended, as  shall  hereafter  be  shown.  The  second  chieftain  went 
to  the  north  of  Europe,*  namely,  Ibath,  son  of  Beothach.  How- 
ever,  some  of  our  historians  say,  that  Beotia  was  the  country  to 
which  he  went,  and  that  it  is  from  him  the  Tuatha-de-Dananne  are 
descended.  The  third  chieftain.  Britan  Mael,  son  of  Fergus  Leth- 
derg,  proceeded  to  Dobax49  and  Iar-Dobar,41  in  the  north  of  Alba 
(Scotland).  There  he  dwelt  himself  and  there  likewise  dwelt  his 
posterity  after  him.  The  number  of  vessels  that  these  Nemed- 
isn  chieftains  took  with  them,  counting  ships,*  barks*  cur- 
ragha*  and  baizes,41  was  one  thousand  ana  thirty  in  all. 

And  Britan  Mael  and  his  posterity  continued  to  dwell  in  Alba, 
as  we  have  just  mentioned,  and  there  they  remained  until  the 
Cndthnigh,  or  Picts,  were  sent  from  Irelana  to  take  possession  of 
that  country  in  the  aays  of  Erimhon.  And  the  holy  Cormac  Mac 
Colinan  tells  us,  in  his  Psalter,  that  it  is  from  this  same  Britan 
Ait  the  island  Britannia  or  Great  Britain  has  received  the  name 
^rhich  it  bears  to  the  present  day :  and  the  records  of  Ireland 
agree  with  him  in  this,  according  to  the  duan  which  begins — 

"Adam,  parent,  source  of  hosts." 

The  stainless  Britan  passed  over  the  sea, 
Generous  son  of  Fergus  Lethderg, 
All  the  Brethnaigh  of  victorious  lame 
From  him  are,  without  falsehood,  sprung. 

Another  bard  bears  out  the  same  fact,  where  he  says — 

*   "We  see  here  that  this,  probably  fusion  of  the  traditions  of  two  distinct 

"fe  earliest  of  the  Celtic  colonies,  did  nations,  that  might  have  amalgamated 

**  become  extinguished  by  the  Fomo-  in  Lochlin  or  Scandinavia  and  thence 

Fj^B-    They  occupied  a  portion  of  the  invaded  Ireland. 

|j|***d  to  themselves,  until  the  arrival  «•  4l  The  localities  here  meant  by  Do- 

Jj^j*eir  kinsmen  the  Fer-Bolgs  enabled  bar  and  "  Iar  "  or  West  Dobar,  are  un- 

™2**  *°  triumph  over  their  enemies.  known  to  the  editor. 

This  return  to  Greece  is  improba-  «««*«*  The  terms  here  used  for  the 

J~-      It  means,  perhaps,  that  he  went  different  species  of  vessels  mentioned  are 

"Clc  to  some  of  his  Celtic  kinsmen,  " long,"  a  ship  ;  "  baic,"a  bark;  "  cur- 

nJ^  flowing  in  successive  waves  from  rach,"  a  curragh,  or  wicker  canoe  cov- 

to  Blast  and  over-spreading  the  conti-  ered  with  hides,  and  "  naemhog,"  (nay- 

m£  of  Northern  and  Central  Europe,  vogue)   a  diminutive  of    "  naei,"  or 

m  The  discrepancy  here  to  be  obscrv-  "  naemh,"  a  ship,  which  I  translate 

ed  U  obviously  the  result  of  the  con-  barge. 
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"  Britan  Mael,  the  son  of  princes, 
Noble  the  trunk  whence  he  spread ; 
The  son  of  the  Red-sided  Chief  from  Leg-Magh, 
From  whom  all  the  Brethnaigh  are  sprang. 

It  is  more  reasonable  to  believe  this  than  to  suppose  that ! 
tain  has  received  its  name  from  Brutus;46  for,  ir  it  were,  in 
likelihood,  the  word  would  be  "  Brutania."  Besides,  the  m 
was  still  further  obscured  by  the  sons  of  Brutus,  as  we  see 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  for,  according  to  him,  Loegrus,4*  the 
of  Brutus,  called  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  fell  to  his  < 
share,  Loegria ;  and  Camber,  his  second  son,  named  his  divi 
of  the  island,  Cambria;4*  Albanactus*  again,  the  third  i 
called  the  portion  that  fell  to  himself  Albania. 

And  the  remnant  of  the  Nemedians  that  remained  dweUixq 
Ireland,  after  those  three  chieftains  mentioned  above,  was  sex 
oppressed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Fomorians,  until  the  red 
of  the  descendants  of  Simeon  Brec,  son  of  Nemedh,  from  Qte 
Two  hundred  and  seventeen  years  elapsed  from  the  arrive 
Nemedh  to  that  of  the  Fer-Bolgs,  as  the  bard  relates : 

"  Seventeen  years  had  passed,  and  two  hundred, 

Íln  this  tale  there  is  no  false  reckoning.) 
horn  Nemcdh's  coming  from  the  East 
Across  the  seas,  with  his  tall  sons, 
Until  the  sons  of  Starn  arrived 
Prom  the  dreary,  rugged  Greig." — (Greece?)" 

"  Some  of  the  old  British  chroni-  Saxons  that  first  applied   thft   ' 

clera  tell  us  that  Britain  had  its  name  "Wallisc,"  or"  Welsh  "  to  them,* 

from  a  Trojan  chief  named  Brutus.  means  Strangers,  as  heretofore  4b 

n  •  •  Loegria  comprised  the  eastern  Albanactus  is  clearly  a  modificatio 

portion,  comprising  most  of  what  is  now  the  Gaelic  word  "  Albanact,"  L  e 

called  England.     Cambria  comprised  country  of  the  Albanachs  or  native 

Wales,  Cumberland,  Northumberland.  Alba. 

These  names  are  evidently  corruptions  "  The  bard  could  not  surely  ! 

of  Kimri,  Cimbri,  Kimmreii,  or  Cim-  meant  Greece  by  this  descriptiot 

merii.    The  Welch  still  know  them-  is  more  applicable  to  some 

selves  only  as  "  Kimri"    It  was  the  dime. 


\ 


OHAPTEB  VIIL 


OF  THB  CONQUEST  BY  THE  FBR-BOLGS. 

When  the  posterity  of  Simeon  Breo  had  dwelt  for  some  time 
in  Greece,  it  was  found  that  their  people  had  multiplied  exceed- 
inglv.  Then  the  Greeks  (Orégigh)  subjected  them  to  severe 
hardships  and  bondage,  obliging  them  to  dig  up  mould  and  to 
cany  it  in  sacks  (bolgs)  of  leather,  in  order  to  lay  it  upon  rocky 
heights,  and  thus  render  their  soil  capable  of  yielding  crops.  In 
consequence  of  this  bondage,  grief  and  weariness  and  a  hatred  of 
the  Greeks  seized  upon  them,  and  they,  thereupon,  resolved  to 
leave  such  hard  task-masters.  Then  five  thousand  of  them  came 
together,  and  they  made  barks1  of  the  leathern  sacks  or  bags,  in 
woch  they  were  wont  to  carry  the  mould ;  or,  as  the  Book  of 
Drom  Snecta  tells  us,  they  stole  the  ships  of  the  king  of  the  coun- 
try. Then,  these  descendants  of  Simeon  Brec  returned  to  Ireland, 
about  two  hundred  years  after  the  occupation  of  the  island  by 
their  ancestor  Nemecih. 

Here  follow  the  names  of  the  chiefs,  that  led  them  on  their  re- 
turn to  Ireland,  viz.,  Slangi,  Kudraide,  Gann,  Genann  and  Sen- 
g&nn.    These  were  the  five  sons  of  Déla,  son  of  Loch,  son  of 
íecta,  son  of  Tribuadh,  son  of  Otorb,  son  of  Gostenn,  son  of  Or- 
^exit,  son  of  Simeon,  son  of  Erglann,  son  of  Beoan,  son  of  Starn, 
^Q    of  Nemedh.     And  their  five  wives  were  Fuad,  Eclair,  Anust, 
Caixca  and  Libra;  the  bard  thus  records  their  names: 

"  Of  Slangi  Fnad  was  the  wife — no  lying  tale — 
•Edair  the  wife  of  warlike  Gann, 
Anust  the  wife  of  Sengann  of  spears, 
Cnuca  the  wife  of  the  oright  Genann, 
libra  the  wife  of  Rudraidc  of  son£." 


•o" 


TT^ese  five  chieftains  of  the  Fer-Bolg3  divided  Ireland  between 
thern  into  five  parts,  as  we  have  heretofore  stated,  in  speaking  of 

Such  barks  could  not  carry  them    north  of  Thrace.     Such  vessels  as  the 
»aT*      The  tradition  may  possibly  have    above  might  have  been  used  in  the  pas- 
T^fex^uce  to  gQjjje  incidcnt  in  the  inigra-    sagc£f  the  Danube,  or  some  other  large 
taou  of  the  Belgian  tribes,  through  the    river. 

fl»l 
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the  third  apportionment  made  of  Ireland ;  the  bard  records  the 
fact  thus : 

The  five  chieftains  of  that  host, 
Divided  Banba  into  five  Fifths— 
Genann,  Rudraide,  (a  bright  list,) 
Gann,  Sengann  and  Slangi. 

It  was  these  five  sons  of  Déla  and  their  followers,  that  were 
called  the  Fer-Bolgs,1  Fer-Domnans?  and  Fer-Galeons.4  They 
were  called  Fer-Bolgs  (I  e.  Bag-men),  fix>m  the  leathern  sacks 
they  used  in  Greece.  The  Fer-Domnans  were  called  from  the 
"depths"  or  "pits,"  (i. e.  doimhne,)  in  which  they  had  to  diff  for 
the  mould,  which  the  Fer-Bolgs  then  carried  to  the  rocks,  where 
they  were  to  lay  it.  In  like  manner,  the  Fer-Galeons  were  so 
called  from  the  javelins,  i.  e.  "  gai,"  with  which  they  were  armed, 
in  order  to  defend  the  others  while  at  work. 

The  reader  must  understand  that  this  conquest  by  the  five  sons 
of  Déla  is  reckoned  but  one  conquest,  for  tney  all  effected  their 
landing  in  Ireland  in  one  week,  viz.  Slangi  on  Saturday  at  Inber- 
Slangi  ;*  Gann  and  Sengann  on  the  Tuesday  after,  at  Lrrus-Dom- 
nan ;  (in  Maud)  Genann  and  Rudraide  on  the  next  Friday,  at 
Tract-Rudraide;*  the  people  of  Slangi  were  those  called  Fer-Ga- 
leons ;  the  Fer-Bolgs  were  those  commanded  by  Gann  and  Sen- 
gann ;  the  people  of  Genann  and  Rudraide  were  those  designated 

*  Fer-Bolg,  in  the  plural  Fir  Bolg,  portions  of  which  people  are  plaeed  bf 
i.  e. "  Men  of  Bolg."  This  people  was  ancient  geographers  in  Gaat,  Boftam 
evidently  a  portion  of  the  nation  of  and  Ireland.  We  find  them  also  called 
the  Belgce,  so  renowned  for  their  valor  Damnii  and,  perhaps,  DauniL  In  Bri- 
amongst  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  tain,  their  chief  seat  was  Devonshire, 
Gaul  and  Britain,  who  were  of  Kim-  to  which,  it  is  supposed,  thev  left  their 
ro-Oltic  and  not  of  Germanic  origin,  name,  the  aspirate  "  mh "  betnjg  pro» 
Bolg  is  certainlya  corruption  of  Belg,  nounced  "  v  "  and  "  w  *  in  Gaelic,  vm* 
or  vice  versa.  We  meet  many  analo-  "  Dovnan"  or  "  Downan." 
gons  commntations  of  the  vowels  "e"  4  Fer-Gakbn.  The  Fir-Galeon  may 
and  u  o "  in  Irish.  Thus  the  word  possibly  have  been  a  portion  of  the 
now  universally  written  "ole,"  i.  e.  bad,  Galli  of  the  Romans  ana  TaXarot  of 
is  frequently  found  written  "  elc  "  in  old  the  Greeks ;  or  they  may  have  been 
manuscripts.  The  tale  that  Keating  but  a  sub-tribe  of  the  Belgae,  as  is  here 
here  recounts  from  the  Shenachics,  was  stated.  Their  name  seems  derived  fro» 
manifestly  coined  in  order  to  account  «  Gal,"  battle.  The  derivations  given 
for  the  forgotton  origin  of  the  national  in  the  text  are  absurd.  A  conquering 
name.  Bolg  means  also  "  a  bow/' "  the  nation  would  not  perpetuate  the  mem- 
belly,"  or  any  "  bulging  protuberance."  ory  of  its  degradation  in  the  names  of 
The  origin  of  the  name  is,  in  truth,  lost  its  tribes. 

in  remote  antiquity,  and  can  never  be  *  Inber-Slangi.     Inver  Slangi,  i  ft. 

more  than  guessed  at  Wexford  harbor,  at  the  mouth  of  tin 

1  Fcr-Domiians.     The  "  Fir-Domh-  river  Slangi,  now  Slane. 

nan,"  (Fir-Downan,)  i.  c.  the  "  Men  of  *  Trad-Rudraide.     The  straftd  of 

Domnan,"  or  Domna,  were,  it  is  equal-  Rooree,  in  Ulster, 
ly  manifest,  a  sept  of  the  Damnonfl, 
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Ker-Domnanfi»  Oar  historians  aav  that  Inher*Domnaii,9  in  the 
north-west  of  Connaught,  was  the  place  where  the  two  latter  ehiefr 
landed  with  a  third  of  the  forces,  and  that  the  plaoe  haa  been 
«died  Irrus-Domnan  from  them.  Notwithstanding  these  distinct 
trans»  the  five  sons  of  Dela  and  all  their  host  are  commonly  calkd 
Fer-Bolgs.  Thirty -six  years  was  the  duration  of  the  Fer-Bolg 
role  in  Ireland.  Before  them  no  person  possessed  the  island  that 
oonld  be  properly  called  a  king  of  Ireland.  Upon  this  fact  stime 
bard  has  composed  the  following  verse: 

.  Par  sixteen  years  and  twice  ten, 
The  Fer-Bolgg  ruled  one-half*  of  Banba, 
Uien  can»  the  eonqnerteg  Tnatha-D* 
And  seised  the  whole  of  Sri/ 

.  *  Bone  say  tthat  the  Itfer-Dostnan,  the  Belgian  rule.    These  may  baie 

or  Damnonian  harbor,  where  the  Per  been  the  Fomorians,  and  that  remnant 

Desmans  landed,  was  Aridow,  a  little  to  of  the  Nemedians  that  had  remained  la 

the  sooth  of  Dublin.    It  was  long  after,  Ireland  when  their  kinsmen  had  end- 

sefore  they  gave  their  name  to  Ira  graiedL    Even  of  the  Rurtholanian* 

Donman  m  Oonnangbt,  to  which  the  tome  portion  might  Have  still  held  pads 

OamojonnhadbeendnyenfromLeinster  of  the  island,  from  the  short  doratioa 

by  the  increasing  power  of  the  Gaels,  of  their  rule,  it  is  clear  that  the  Pen» 

•  Omktf.    Tti*  wonld  make  it  ap-  BolgB  did  not  constitute  the  hoik  ef 

tear,  that  some  other  nation  or  nations  the  tnhahRasts,  when  the 

emttonsd  powerfhl  in  Ireland  during  rived. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

■ 

OF  THE   FEBST  KINGS  THAT  REIGNED  IN  IRELAND  DOWN  HERE. 

Slangi,  son  of  Déla,  son  of  Ldch,  was  the  first  monarch  of 
Ireland:  he  reigned  one  year,  and  died  at  Dinn-Righ,1  otherwise 
called  Dumha-Slangi. 

Eudraide,  son  of  Déla,  reigned  two  years,  until  he  was  killed 
at  Brugh1  on  the  Boyne. 

Gann  and  Gennan  reigned  four  years,  until  they  died  of  the 
plague  at  Fremhuinn,8  in  Mcath. 

1  Dinn-Righ,  i.e. "  the  bill  of  kings/'  '  Brugh  na  Boinne,  a  place  on  the 

otherwise  called  Dumha  Slangi,  i.  e.  River  Boyne,  near  Stackallan  Bridge» 

44  Slangi's  Mound."    This  was  a  very  *  Fremhain,   now    Frewin,   is    the 

ancient  seat  of  the  kings  of  Leinster.  name  of  a  lofty  hill  arising  over  the 

It  is  situated,  as  before  shown,  on  the  western  shore  of  Loch  Uair,  now  Lough 

hanks  of  the  Barrow,  in  the  townland  Owel,    in   the   parish  of  Portiemon, 

cfBallyknockan,  near  Leighlin  Bridge,  County  of  West  MeatL 
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Sengann  reigned  in  Ireland  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  ho 
was  slain  by  Fiacadh  Kenfinnan. 

Fiachad  Kenfinnan  son  of  Starn,  son  of  Rudraide,  son  of 
Dela,  held  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  five  years,  until  he  fell  by 
the  hand  of  Rinnall,  son  of  German,  son  of  Déla.  In  his  timet 
the  men  of  Ireland  were  fair-haired.  It  was  thence  he  had  re- 
ceived the  surname  Kenfinnan,  L  e.  fair-haired. 

Rinnall,  son  of  Gennan,  son  of  Déla,  reigned  over  Ireland  six 
years,  until  he  fell  by  the  hand  of  Obghen,  at  the  battle  of 
Craebh.4 

Obghen  (or  FidbghenV  son  of  Sengann,  son  of  Déla,  reigned 
four  years,  when  he  fell  Dy  the  hand  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Ere,  on 
the  plain  of  Murthemni,  in  Louth. 

EocAiDn,  son  of  Erc,son  of  Rinnall,son  of  Gennan,  held  the  king- 
dom  of  Ireland  ten  years.  During  this  king's  reign,  there  was  no 
wet  or  tempestuous  weather  in  Ireland,  nor  was  there  any  unfruit- 
ful year.  In  his  time,  likewise,  all  oppression  and  illegality  was 
suppressed  in  the  island,  and  it  was  then  that  fixed  and  distinct 
laws*  were  first  established  in  this  land.  He  fell  in  the  battle  of 
Magh-Turedh,  by  the  hands  of  the  three  sons  of  Nemedh,  son  of 
Badraei,  whose  names  were  Kesarb,  Luam  and  Luachra.  He 
was  king  of  the  Fer-Bolgs  when  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns  invaded 
Ireland ;  and  his  wife  was  named  Talti,  daughter  of  Magh-Morf 
king  of  Spain.  This  lady  was  buried  at  a  place  which  has  been 
ever  since  called  Talti  (tdtown  in  Meaúi),  from  her. 

Nuadath  Arged-lamh  (i.  e.  N'uadatJi,  tJie  Silver-handed),  was  now 
king  of  the  Tuatha-De-Danann  nation.  Between  this  prince 
and  Eocaidh,  son  of  Ere,  there  was  an  obstinate  battle  at  Magh- 
Turedh,  in  which  Eocaidh*  and  the  Fer-Bolgs7  were  routed,  and 
ten8  thousand  of  the  latter  were  slain,  between  Magh-Turcdhf 

4  There  are  several  places  of  this  where  he  was  interred  is  described  m 

name  in  Ireland.    It  is  not  easy  to  tell  one  of  the  wonders  of  Ireland,  ia  the 

which  is  here  meant.  Mirabilia  Hibernia,  in  the  Book  of 

*  According  to  O'Flaherty,  the  Ballymotc.  This  earn  still  exists,  and, 
pentarchical  government  was  fully  es-  although  not  high  above  the  level  of 
tablishcd  during  the  reign  of  this  king,  the  strand,  it  is  believed  the  tide  en 
He  tells  us  that  Mcll,  descended  from  never  cover  it. — O'D.  Four  MaiUrt. 
Slangi,  ruled  Leinster ;  Sreng,  of  the  *  The  annals  of  Clonmacnoisc,  say, 
race  of  Sengann,  and  Orsus,  of  that  of  that  one  hundred  thousand  of  tlie  Fer- 
Genann,  reigned  in  Thomond ;  Kerb,  bolgs  were  slain,  "  which  was  tilt 
son  of  Brian,  son  of  Rudraide,  was  greatest  slaughter  that  was  ever  hoard 
King  of  Ulster ;  Slangi  Finn,  of  Con-  of  in  Ireland,  at  one  meeting."  From 
naught,  and  Alia  of  Desmond.  the  monuments  of  the  battle  still  ex» 

•  '  According  to  the  Lebhar  Gabhala,  isting,  it  is  quite  evident  thai  groat 
Eocaidh  fled  from  the  battle  and  was  numbers  were  slain. — O'D.  Id. 
pursued  and  overtaken  on  the  Strand  •  Magk-Turedh  (Moy  TWtY),— 
of  Traigh  Eothaili  (Trah  Ohiili),  near  otherwise  called  Magh-Turedh  Ooon, 
Ballyaadare,  in  the  present  county  of  from  its  proximity  to  Oosg.  The  tali 
Sligo,  where  he  was  slain.    The  earn  of  the  battle  is  still  pointed  oat  ia  Is* 
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and  the  strand  of  Kothnil.  In  tliis  battle,  Nuadath  lost  hi» 
hand,  from  which  wound  he  was  seven  years  under  cure,  and  had, 
in  the  end,  to  get  a  silver  band10  fitted  on :  hence  he  obtained  the 
epithet,  Arg.-il-hinih,  or  "Silver-hand."  The  small  nmnimt  of 
the  Fer-Bolga  that  escaped  from  that  baltle.  fh>d"  before  the 
Tuatha-Di-DaTianns,  so  that  Aran,  lsla,  Kachltn,  the  Hebrides, 
and  many  other  islands,  were  colonized  by  them.  In  these  they 
dwelt  until  the  establishment  of  tin?  pontiircliicid  government  in 
Ireland,  at  which  time  they  were  driven  out  of  the  Isles  by  the 
Cruthnigh  or  PicU,  whereupon  they  made  application  to  Carbri 
Hiadftr,  kingof  Lcinster,  and  from  him- they  received  a  tributary 
lerritory.  But  it  came  to  pass  that  they  could  not  support  the 
heavy  rent  laid  upon  them  in  this  subject  soil,  and  that  they  wen* 
for  that  reason,  forced  to  apply  to  Medb  and  Olild  {queen  and 
king  of  Con  naught),  from  whom  they  obtained  a  free  territory. 
It  is  this,  that  is  called  the  II  igration  of  the  Sous  of  Uadmor,  for 
Aengus,  son  of  Undmor,  was  their  king  in  the  Kast.  It  is  liom 
this  people,  also,  that  the  territories  in  which  they  dwelt,  have 
received  the  following  names,  vi».:  Loch- Kim  i,"  from  Kimi 
Cethir-Kenn ;  Itniit-Tamhuin,13  in  Medraide;  Iiocli-Cathra,1* 
Rinii-Iíera,11  Moilin,"  Dun- Aengus,  in  Aran;"  Carn-Conaill,  in 
the  district  of  Aidni ;   Magh  n-Adair,u  from  Adar,  the  poet,  son 

parish   of  Ciiog,   barony  of  Kilituiuie,  St.  Tiilriili'ii   tiuie,  we  liiki  them  still 

ud  county  of  ilnyo,  to  the  right  of  numerous  in  Ircliud.     It  is  even  likely 

tlw  road  as  you  go  from  Cong  in  the  thai  the  majority  of  tho   Irish  people 

■dBase  of  Tit  a).   There  tsadeiiiikdlwt  are  to  this  day,   maternally  at  leart, 

^fttiilary  acc.rnmt  <■(  ílii.-  hull].1  in  M^.,  Fjirut'ig  frum  liif  Hh.-I>t i<:  :mil  Nemedian 

"«the  handwriting  of  Gilla  Rinbhaeb  CciU,  and  Unit  tliisr  language  is  that 

O'Cleri,  UMOLved  in  the  library  of  the  now  known  as  Gaelic. 

British  Mq*iifii.— O'D.    Four  Hiflns.  "    LvJ,-K,mi,   r-llimvinc  Loeli  Kim- 

""It  isstated  in  thebuttlcof  Magh-  hi,  now  Loch  liackel,   in    the  county 

nircdti  and  other  accounts  of  ilie  Tun-  of  Gal  way. 

'•■:'- I>f-I).iii;iiiin,     Tljiit      t'iv.l:ii    lierd  ''    Il'i'ii-T'iiit'miit  !!'■.- iiriu  Medrimlr*, 

«adc  a  silver  hand   for  this  Lugaidh,  or  Clarin's  Bridge.     It   was  Die  uame. 

**i  tint  Dlankeet  fitted  it  upon  him,  of  a  peninsula  south  of  Gal  way. 

after  which,  Miach,  bod  of  Diankect,  to  "  Loch  Caihra.    O'Flaherty  calls  it 

Qoel  his  father,  took  off  the  hand  and  Loch  Kutra,  now  Loch  Cooter,  county 

■pftiaeti  feeling  and  motion  into  every  Gal  way. 

Siivt  and  vein  of  it.    In  Cormac's  "  '•  According  to  O'FIaherty,  Rinn- 

**»8tfy,  the   name  Diankect,  is   ex-  Bern,  Moilin,  and  Carn-Conaill,  were 

F»*n«dfliw  Salvia,  i.e.  Diana  h*u,  in  Aidni    (Eyni),  now  the   barony  of 

>■?-    the  God  of  healing.— O'D.    Id.  Killartan,  in  the  South  of  Galway. 

™»D  Ktct,  appears  to  have  been  the  "  Ara.    The  Isle  of  Aran,  at  the 

™^*I»pius  of  Irish  mythology.  mouth  of  Gal  way  Bay. 

The  Belgic  colony  must   not  be  "  Magh- Adair,    otherwise   Magh-O- 

*??a'dered  to  nave  been  extipated  by  Adhair    (Mou  Net/er),  was  the   name 

"■»  defeat.     They  were  merely  snbdu-  of   a   plain    in    the   barony  Tullagh, 

™*    «s  the  Gaels  were  afterwards  by  county  Clare.    Upon  it  at  the  Siti 

"■ Anglo-Normans.     They  long  ruled  Maigta  n-AdMir,  l.  e.  "  Tree  of  Magh 

*■  *CiDgj  in  Oonnaoght ;  and  even  in  Adair,"  the  Kings  of  Thomond  were 
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of  Uadmor;  Magh  n-Asal,w  Magh-Maein,"  from  Maen,  son  of 
Uadmor,  and  Loch  Uair,  from  Uar,  son  of  Uadmor.  Thru*, 
we  see  that  forts  (duns)  and  seaboard  isles  were  owned  by  them, 
until  the  time  when  they  were  driven  out  by  Cuchulainn  ana 
Conall  Kernach  and  the  Ulstermen.  Our  history  does  not 
mention  the  building  of  any  raths  (i.  e.  forts),  during  the  occupa- 
tion of  Ireland  by  the  Fer-Bolgs,  neither  does  it  record  the 
eruption  of  any  lakes  or  the  clearing  of  any  plains  from  wood. 
Some  antiauarians  say,  that  the  three  ancient  tribes,  not  of  the 
Gaelic  stock,  who  are  still  in  Ireland,  are  descended  from  the 
Fer-Bolgs :  these  are  the  Gabraide"1  (Gawree)  of  the  Suca  (now 
the  River  Suck)  in  Connaught ;  the  ui  Tairsigh,"  in  Ui  Failgi 
(now  Oflaly),  and  the  Galeóns  of  Leinster.*  Such  are  the  migra: 
tions  of  the  Fer-Bolgs  so  far,  according  to  the  learned  antiquary, 
Tanaide  O  Mael-Conari  (0  Mulconry  or  Conry),  in  his  duan  which 
begins  with  the  following  rann : 

"  The  Fir-Bolg  dwelt  here  awhile, 
In  the  great  isle  of  Miledh's  sons — 
Five  chieftains  of  them  hither  came — 
Their  names  I  know  fall  well." 

inaugurated    in    after    times.      The  «  Gabraide.  Thii  Belgic  tribe  wis 

phrase  is  said   to  mean,  the  "  Plain  otherwise  called  Gamanradi.  Dr.  O'Dosv» 

of  Worship."     If  so,  the  poet  Adair  ovan  tells  us  in  his  Notes  to  the  Tribes 

must  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  and  Customs  of  the  Ui  Fiachrach,  that 

the  naming  of  it.     It  was  a  famous  "  The  Gamaoradhi  were  a  fierce  and 

seat  of  Druidic  worship.  warlike  tribe  of  the  Fer-Bolgs,  seataS 

19  "  Magk- Assail.  Assal  was  the  an-  in  Erris  in  the  first  century." 

dent  name  of  a  district  lying  round  n  The  "  Ui  Tairsigh,"  are  nefanHjp 

Cnoc  Droma  Assail  ,now  Tory-Hill,  near  to  the  editor.                                   .  , . 

Croom,  in  the  county  of  Limerick." —  n  For  the  Galiana  or  Fir  Gabon  of 

O.  D.  Leinster,  see  further  on.     The  GaS» 

M  Magh-Maein,  (Moy  Mcen),  other-  ans  of  the  Fer-Bolg  race  are  to  be 

wise  called  Maen-magh,  is,  according  to  distinguished  from  the  Galenga  of  «s# 

Dr.  O'Donoran,  the  rich  plain  lying  Milesian  stock,  who  were  nrnrrnnpfl 

round  Loughrea,  in  the  county  of  Oat-  from  a  Monster  chieftain  named  Coausis 

way.  Galeng.                                          ., 
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learned  their  magic  science  (Druidism)  and  their  arts,  so  that  they 
had  become  most  expert  in  every  heathen  practice. 

While  they  dwelt  in  this  region,  it  happened  that  a  large  fleet 
came  from  Syria  to  make  war  upon  the  people  of  the  Athenian 
territory,  in  consequence  of  which  they  were  engaged  in  daily 
battles ;  and  the  very  men  of  the  Athenian  party,  who  had  been 
slain  on  the  field  of  battle  on  one  day,  were  the  same  that  used 
to  maintain  the  fight  next  day  for  their  friends  against  the  Syrians, 
This  was  all  effected  by  the  magic  arts  of  the  Tuatha-De-Dananna; 
for  they  used  to  send  demons  into  the  bodies  of  the  slain  Athe- 
nians, quickening  them  by  means  of  their  heathen  lore.     How- 
ever, when  the  Syrians  perceived  that  the  corpses  of  those,  whom 
they  had  slain  on  the  field  of  battle,  stood  up  to  fight  them  again 
on  the  next  day,  they  entered  into  council  with  their  own  sooth- 
sayer (druid).  Whereupon,  this  soothsayer  told  them, to  set  a  guard 
upon  the  field  of  slaughter,  and  to  drive  a  stake  of  cornel  wood 
(mountain  ash)  through  the  dead  body  of  every  one  of  those  that 
were  wont  to  revive,  to  do  battle  against  them ;  and  he  told  them 
also,  that  those  bodies  would  be  immediately  turned  into  worms, 
if  it  were  by  demons  that  they  had  been  quickened,  but  that  they 
would  not  become  corrupted  all  at  once,  if  they  had  been  reallj 
revivified.    The  Syrians,  then,  came  to  the  fight  next  morning 
and  obtained  a  complete  victory.     Upon  this,  they  drove  the 
cornel  stakes  through  the  bodies  of  the  slain,  before  mentioned, 
and  they  were  converted  into  worms  immediately.     After  this, 
they  fell  upon  the  inhabitants,  pursuing  them  -with  unresisted 
slaughter.     As  to  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns,  when  they  saw  the 
natives  of  the  land  thus  vanquished  by  the  Syrians,  they  all  fled 
out  of  the  country,  through  fear  of  those  invaders.    And  they 
stopped  not  until  they  reached  the  regions  of  Lochlinn  (Scandi- 
navia), where  they  were  welcomed  by  the  inhabitants,*  on  account 
of  their  many  sciences  and  arts.     The  leader  in  this  migration 
was  Nuadath,  the  silver-handed,  son  of  Ectach,  son  of  Edariamh, 
of  the  line  of  Ncmedh.     Here,  indeed,  they  even  obtained  posses- 
sion of  four  cities,  or  at  least  leave  to  dwell  in  them  and  to  instruct 
the  youth  of  the  country  therein.     The  names  of  these  four  cities 
are  Falias,  Gorias,  Finias  and  Murias.     The  Tuatha-De-Dananns 
placed  four  sages  in  these,  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating  the 
sciences  and  the  various  arts,  amongst  the  youth  of  the  nation  that 
received  them.    The  names  of  these  four  sages  who  taught  the 
sciences,  were  the  following:  Morfios  was  the  name  of  the  man 

•  These  were  undoubtedly  Kimric  We  have  seen  Nemedh  sailing  orijpnalfr 

or  Cimbric  Xemedians,  (a  name  which  from  this  land  for  Alba  and  Eri,  ua 

seems  to  be  the  same  with  that  of  the  have  seen  his  descendants  returning 

Nemeti  of  Bclgic  Gaul,)  and  the  Fin-  thereto,  when  expelled  from  Sri  by  thi 

nish  or  Laponic  aborigines,  perhaps.  Fomoriana. 


wlio  tanght  in  the  city  called  Falias ;  Krus  in  tliat  culled  Gorias; 
Semias  taught  in  Murias,  and  Arias  held  his  school  in  Finks. 
When  they  had  remained  a  long  lime  iu  these  cities,  they  passed 
over  to  the  north  of  Alba  (Sou!  land),  where  they  continued  seven 
years  in  Dobar  and  Iardobar. 

This  people  possessed  tour  talismans  of  high  power,  which  they 
had  brought  with  them  from  the  abuve-inentii.nicd  cities;  namely,  a 
Stone  from  Falias,  which  was  called  the  Lin-Fail,  and  wfciab  pos- 
sessed the  property  of  roaring  under  every  king  of  Ireland,  upon 
his  election,  which  it  continued  to  do  until  the  time  of  Con- 
cobar ;  as  we  have  heretofore  mentioned.  It  was  also  called  the 
Stone  of  Fate,  for  it  was  its  destiny,  that  a  man  of  the  Si.ouc 
nation,  that  is,  of  the  blood  of  Miledh  of  Spain,  should  possess 
the  sovereignty  of  that  country  wherein  it  should  be  placed. 
Thus  we  read  in  Hector  Boethius,  in  his  History  of  Scotland,  in 
which  he  says : 

' "  The  race  of  8cot.  a  onblc  tribe, 

UuIirs  tin;  proplircy  lie  false, 
Have  a  right  to  sovereign  power 
Where  they  shall  finJ  the  Lia-FalL" 

The  Scotic  nation  was  so  persuaded  thai,  the  stony  possessed 
this  power,  that  Fergus  Mor  mac  Erea,  when  he  had  conquered 
Alba  and  had  determined  to  proclaim  himself  its  king,  8,>nt  an 
embassy  to  his  brother  Murkertaeh  Mor  mac  Erea,  sou  of  Eocaidh 
Munremar.of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  then  kin-  of  Inland,  request- 
ing him  in  s  n  1  it  to  him,  iu  ord  ,-r  that  he  might  be  saluted  king 
Of  Alba  sitting  thereon.  Thus  the  «tone  came  iuto  his  hands,  and 
he  was,  in  fact,  saluted  king  of  Alba  thereon.  He  was  the  first 
man  of  the  race  of  Scot,  that  was  styled  king  of  Alba ;  and,  though 
some  of  the  Picts  or  Cruthnigh  had  been  called  kings  of  Scotland 
before  him,  yet  there  was  not  one  of  them  who  was  an  indepen- 
dent sovereign,  having  been  all  successively  under  tribute  to  the 
king3  of  Ireland,  and  especially  from  the  time  of  Erimhon,  son  of 
Miledh,  by  whom  the  Picts  were  sent  from  Leinster,  to  inhabit 
Alba  or  Scotland,  down  to  the  reign  of  this  Fergus,  as  we  shall 
tell  hereafter,  in  treating  of  the  reign  of  Erimhon.  As  to  the 
stone  above  mentioned,  the  Alban  Scots  kept  "it  carefully  for 
many  successive  ages,  until  it  at  length  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  English,  where  it  remains  to  this  day,  under  the  throne  upon 
which  the  king  of  England  is  crowned,  having  been  forcibly 
carried  off  from  the  Abbey  of  Scone  by  king  Edward  the  First. 
Now  the  prediction  regarding  the  stone  has  been  verified  iu  our 
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own  times,  in  the  case  of  our  present  king  Charles  («8  it  had.  1 
already  in  that  of  his  father  James) ;  for  he  is  descended  f 
the  Scotic  race,  through  Mani,  son  of  Core,  son  of  Lugaidl 
the  line  of  Eber,  son  of  Miledh.  Thus,  a  man  of  the  Sc 
blood  has  been  crowned,  even  king  of  England  upon  this  stc 
The  second  talisman  brought  by  the  Tuatha  De-Dananns 
Ireland,  was  the  Sword  of  Lugaidh  Lam&da  (or  Lugaidh  of 
long  hand).  It  was  from  Gorias  thej  brought  this.  The  t 
talisman  was  the  Spear  that  Lugaidh  used  in  battle.  This  1 
brought  from  the  city  of  Finias.  The  fourth  talisman  was 
Cauldron  of  the  Daghda,  brought  from  the  city  of  Murias.  I 
follows  a  confirmation  of  the  matters  we  have  just  narrated,  j 
is  read  in  the  Lebar  Gabala  (or  Book  of  Invasions)  in  this  d 
or  poem  down  here : 

THE  LAND  of  talismans,  Sacred  Dana,' 
Was  where  they  learned  their  science, 
And  became  skilled  in  wizard  lore, 
And  Druid  rites,  and  Devilscraft. 

The  fair  Iarbanél,  a  prophet  true, 
Was  son  of  Nemedh,  son  of  Adnaman — 
To  this  gray  hero,  mighty  in  spells 
Was  born  Be&thach  of  wild  deeds. 

The  clans  of  Beothach,  undying  in  fame, 
After  much  toil  and  weariness, 
Arrived,  a  large  and  mighty  host, 
With  crowded  ships  in  Lochlin. 

There,  four  cities  of  great  renown, 
They  held  with  sway  supreme 
In  these,  they  blandly  taught  in  schools 
Each  learned  art  ana  science  fair. 

Falias,  Gorias,  the  bright 

Finias,  Murias  of  peat  deeds, 

Of  these  proud  cities  were  the  names — 

Their  fame  was  like  a  bursting  flood. 

Morfios,  Eras,  the  tall, 
Arias  and  Semias,  the  severe, 
Were  the  sages  of  these  cities  high — 
To  name  them  is  a  pleasing  task. 

Of  Falias,  Morfioe  was  the  sage, 
The  generous  Eras  taught  in  Gorias, 
Semias  in  Murias,  southern  city, 
While  fair-haired  Arias  taught  in  Finias. 

*  See  note  upon  the  name  "  Inis  word  Danann,  in  the  phrase  Ttmtb 

Fail,"  where  this  tradition  has  been  Danann,  to  be  in  the  genitive 

proved  doubtful.  translated  accordingly. 

'  It  has  been  here  assumed  that  the 


tnmoB?  or  mwhanu 

They.bcoafht  ibor  talisman  from  afar, 
These  chie»  of  Dana's  Sacred  Tribes, 
A  Sword, a  stone,*  copper  cauldron, 
And  m  «paw  to  strike  dowa  warriors  till. 


From  yon  Falia»  came  the  Lia-Fail, 
VWchwis  wtmt  to  roar 'neath  Erf's  king  j 
The  Sword1  of  Logatdh,  the  long-handed, 
Moat  prccioas  atee  was  brought  from  Gorfas. 

From  Fmhu,  far  away  o'er  sea, 
They  brought  the  Spear*  of  strong  Logaidh ; 
From  Manas,  the  Daghdals  wondrous  Cauldron-—» 
A  powerful  treasure  and  an  áVfuL 

O  King  of  Heaven,  King  of  weak  mankind, 
Protect  me,  King  of  the  royal  spheres  I 
Thoa  who  hast  patience  with  the  hates 
And  with  the  littleness  of  mortal  TRIBES."11 

IVTien  the  Tuatha-De-Danann  had  remained  seven  years  in  the 
north  of  Scotland  (or  Alba),  they  passed  oyer  to  Ireland  and 
landed  in  the  north  of  this,  country,  on  a  Mar  Monday.  They 
then  burned  their  ships,  as  the  bard  relates  in  the  following  rann: 

u  Bach  warrior  burned  his  ship, 
For  he  had  reached  the  noble  Eri— 
It  was  a  sad'  sight  to  view 
H»  smoke  of  ike  ships  as  they  burned." 

After  this,  the  Tuatha-De-Danann,  surrounded  themselves  with 
*  magical  mist  for  three  days,  so  that  none  of  the  Fer-Bolgs  oould 
perceive  them  until  they  had  reached  Shabb-an-Iaraum,11  (Slieve 
ttn&rinn.)  Thence  they  send  an  embassy  to  king  Eocaiah,  son 
of  Ere,  demanding  of  him  either  to  deliver  up  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland  to  themselves  or  to  give  them  battle  in  its  stead.  Upon  this, 
^e  battle  of  Southern  Magh-Turedh  (Mby-Tureh)  was  fought  by 
"*e  Fer-Bolgs  against  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns.  The  Fer-Bolgs 
re£e  broken  in  that  fight,  and  ten  thousand  of  them  fell  therein, 
18  has  been  already  told.  There  were  thirty  years  between  this 
74?agement  and  the  battle  of  North  Magh-Taredh,,,  as  the  bard 
**»  observes,— 

^       m  For  a  more  particular  account  "  "  MarK-Turedh.    This    name  is 

^eee  talismans,  see  appendix.  now  applied  to  a  townland  in  the  parish 

A.     This  dnan  begins  and  ends  with  of  Kilmactranny,  barony  of  Tirerrell 

!?  *Ord  "Tuath."     In  the  first  in-  and  county  of  Sligo.    There  are  very 

Jz006»  it  means  "  country/'  in  the  lat-  curious  monuments  still  to  be  seen  on 

q*»£ of  tribes."    It  is  very  usual  for  this  battlefield,"—  G'D.'s  Notes  to  ths 

7**««  duans  to  begin  and  end  with  the  Four  Masters. 

"**  word.  There  was  a  long  tale  founded  upon 

w      Sliabhron-Irann,  i.  e.   the  Iron  this  battle,  as  well  as  upon  that  of 

Jl^tain,  now  Slieve-an-ieren,  in  the  South  Magh-Turedh.    Balor  Bemenn, 

«e  County  of  Leitrim.  or  Balchemmech,  I  e,  of  stout  blows. 
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"  We  know,  that  thirty  years  had  passed, 
From  the  fight  at  South  Magh-Turedh, 
To  the  fight  of  North  Magh-Turedh, 
In  which  fell  Balar  of  the  great  host" 

Some  antiquaries  say,  that  the  nation,  of  whom  we  are  now 
treating,  were  called  Tuatha-De-Danann  from  Brian,14  Iuchar  and 
Iucharba,  the  three  sons  of  Dana,  daughter  of  Delbaeth,  son  of 
Elathan,  son  of  Niadh,  son  of  Indae,  son  of  Allae,  son  of  Tath, 
son  of  Tiibarn,  son  of  Endaor  Enna,  son  of  Bathach,  son  of  Ibaath, 
son  of  Beothach,  son  of  Jarbanél,  son  of  Nemedh.  These  three, 
namely,  Brian,  Iuchar  and  Iucharba,  were  so  very  famous  for 
their  great  skill  in  all  Heathen  arts,  that  the  whole  of  the  Tuatha 
(i.  e.  Tribes)  would  have  themselves  called  after  them.  Here 
follows  a  quotation  which  asserts  that  these  three  personages 
were  the  three  gods  {Die)  of  Dana.u  We  read  it  in  the  duan  com- 
mencing, "  Hearken,  ye  sages  without  stain." 

"  Brian,  Iucharba  and  the  great  Iuchar, 
The  three  gods  of  the  Sacred  Race  of  Dana, 
Fell  at  Mana,16  on  the  resistless  sea, 
By  the  hand  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ethlenn." 

It  is  also  from  Dana,  the  mother  of  these  three,  that  we  call 
those  two  hills  in  Luachair  Degaidh  in  Desmond  (Slieve  Loughra 
in  Kerry),  the  Paps  of  Dana. 

Other  antiquarians  will  have  it  that  they  received  the  name 
Tuatha-De-Danann  from  having  been  divided  into  three  orders 
or  castes.  The  first  of  these  was  called  the  "  Tuath  :mi  it  was  to 
it  that  the  rank  of  nobility  and  chieftainship  belonged ;  even  to 
this  day  the  word  "  Tuathach,"  is  synonymous  with  "  Lord." 
And  this  is  the  more  credible,  from  the  fact  that  Bechoill  and 

the  leader  of  the  Foraorians,  was  killed  mythological  or  allegorical,  I  will  offer 

therein  by  a  stone  thrown  at  him  from  but  little  comment.    Their  enigmatical 

a  sling  by  the  son  of  his  own  daughter,  meaning  was  evidently  not  understood 

namely  frigaidh  Lamfada.    Kethlenn,  by  the  Gaelic  bards,  who  handed  them 

the  wife  of  Balor,  fought  with  desperate  down.    To  attempt  their  solution  now, 

valor,  and  wounded  the  Daghda,  who  while  all  that  relates  to  this  mystic 

afterwards  became  kiugof  the  Dananns.  people  is  so  very  obscure,  would  lead 

Nuadath  of  the  Silver-hand,  Ogma,  and  to  a  wide  and  too  wild  a  field  of  coo- 

several  other  Dananns  of  note,  were  jecture  for  the  limits  of  these  notes, 

killed.    In  it  also  fell  the  heroine  Keth-  Let  the  reader  form  his  own  judgment 

lenn.    The  battle  had  been  brought  thereupon. 

about  by  the  intrigues  of  Bres,  son  of        "  Dana.    I  write  this  name  Dana 

Elathan,  who  had  been  monarch  of  in  English,  for  such  I  conceive  to  be  ill 

Ireland  while  Nuadath's  hand  was  nn-  nominative  form. 
der  cure.     He  fell  himself  therein,  and        w  Mana— the  Isle  of  Man. 
his  fill  gave  the  victory  to  the  Dananns.        M  Tuath  means  also  a  "tribe/*  a 

u  Brian,  $re.     Upon  these  names  and  "  district,"  a  "  country" — the  country  la 

the  following,  nearly  all  of  which  are  opposition  to  the  town,  &c 
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Danann,  two  of  their  heroines  or  female  rulere,  were  styled  the 
Jkux-Tuathachs™  or,  in  English,  the  " female  chiefs."  It  is  thus 
the  bard  designates  them  in  the  following  rann — 

a  The  beloved  BdchoiO  and  Danann, 
Killed  were  these  two  Ban-tuathachs — 
The  evening  of  their  magic  came  at  last 
Through  the  pale  demons  of  the  air." 

Those  of  the  second  caste  were  called  "  Dee ;"  and  these  were 
their  Druids,  (i.  e.  the  priests  and  diviners.)  The  third  caste,  called 
Z)anann.  was  composed  of  such  as  #ere  devoted  to  the  arts,  for 
44  dan"  (daun)  and  "cerd"  (caird)  mean  the  same  thing,  L  e.  art 
or  handicraft:  thus  they  were  named  Dananns  from  their  "dans" 
or  arts.19 

Here  follows  an  enumeration  of  the  most  famous  and  noble 
persons  of  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns,  viz.,  Eocaidh  the  Ollamh, 
«sailed  The  Daghda,  Ogma,  Alloid,  Bres  and  Delbaeth,  the  five 
sons  of  Elathan,  son  of  Niad;  and  Manannán,  son  of  Alloid,  son 
of  Delbaeth;  the  six  sons  of  Delbaeth,  son  of  Ogma,  namely  Fia- 
oadh,    Ollamh,  Indaei,   Brian,  Iuchar  and  Iucharba;   Aengus 
JLedh,  Kermad  and  Midir,  the  four  sons  of  the  Daghda;  Lugaidh, 
son  of  Kian,  son  of  Diankect,  son  of  Esarg,  son  of  Niad,  son  of 
JndaeL    Gobnenn,  the  smith ;  Credni,  the  artist ;  Diankect,  the 
physician ;  Luctan,  the  mason,  and  Oarbri  the  poet,  son  of  Tura, 
son  of  Turell ;  Begreo,  son  of  Carbri  Cat-kenn,  son  of  Tabarn ; 
Tiacadh  son  of  Delbaeth,  with  his  son  Ollamh ;  Caicer  and  Nec- 
ten,  the  two  sons  of  Namath ;  Eooaidh  Garb,  or  the  Rough,  son  of 
Duach-Dall ;  Sidomall  the  son  of  Carbri  Crom,  son  of  Elcmar, 
son  of  Delbaeth ;  ERI,  FODLA30  and  BANBA,  the  three  daugh- 
ters of  Fiacadh,  son  of  Delbaeth,  son  of  Ogma,  and  Ernin  daughter 
of  Edarlamh  the  mother  of  these  women.     The  following  are  the 
names  of  their  three  goddesses,  viz.,  Badb,*1  Macha  and  Morig- 
han.11    Bechoil  and  Danann  were  their  two   "  ban-tuathachs" 

18  Ban-tuathach  (Bantoohagh),  is  by  sitive    adjective    "Degh,''    anciently 

ijjjJDe   understood   to   mean  sorceress  "  Dech,"  and  now  pronounced  Di  and 

Fae  sacceiding  rann  seems  to  support  D.ii.    Thus  we  say  "  Degh-Mhuintcr,"' 

«us  ttrraning.  ÍDi-vuinter),  good  people, 4*  Deigh-bhen'' 

"  The  explanations  above  given  of.  (X)^/-t;anJ,agood  or  a  beautiful  woman, 

^   national  nam?  of  this  people  aro  Danann  is  the  only  part  of  the  sentence 

Jto*t  unsatisfactory.     No  doubt  they  that,  in  his  opinion,  is  generic,  or  that 

"**  Hcsm  divided  into  thre3  orders  or  refers  to  the  origin  of  tliis  pe.tple. 

^te^,  bat  still  that  do^s  not  explain  2i)  Eri,  tyc.    From  these  Ireland  is 

jf*  nam».    The  editor  thinks  that  the  said  to  have  received  its  three  names, 

iollovui£   ia    the    translation    of   the  as  above  seen, 

phra^,  viz.,  "  the  Good"  or  "  Sacred  ai   Badb,  or  Build)  is  pronounced 

^  second  word  in  the  sentence,  to       **   Morrighan,  (Mar-reen),  i.  e.  the 
■3  *  f xm,  of  the  common  Irish  prcpo-    great  qusen. 
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(ban-toohaghs)  or  chief  ladies.  Brighid*  {Brce-yiiR)  was  their  po- 
etess. Fé  and  Men  were  the  ladies  or  "  ban-tuathachs"  of  their 
two  king-bards,  and  from  them  Magh-Femen*  in  Munster  has  its 
name.  Of  them  also  was  Triathri  Tore,  from  whom  Trethemi 
in  Munster  is  called.  Cridinbél,  Brunni  and  Casmael  were  their 
three  satyrists. 

It  was  this  nation  that  vanquished  the  Fomorians  in  the  battle 
of  North  Magh-Turedh,  and  that  had  previously  conquered  the 
Fer-Bolgs,  in  the  battle  of  South  Magh-Turedh. 


OF  THE  KINGS  OP  THE  TUATHA-DE-DJLNANN. 

Nuadath,85  styled  Argedlamh26  or  the  Silver-handed,  son  of 
Ectach,  son  of  Edarlamh,  son  of  Ordan,  son  of  Indaei,  son  of  Al- 
laei,  son  of  Tath,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirty  years» 
until  he  fell  in  the  battle  of  North  Magh-Turedh  by  the  hands  of 
Elathan,  son  of  Delbaeth,  and  of  Balar,  styled  of  mighty  blowfly 
the  grandson  of  Niad. 

Bkes,37  son  of  Elathan,  son  of  Niad,  son  of  Indaei,  son  of  AUaei, 
ruled  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  seven  years. 

Lugaidh,  surnamed  Lamfada,  i.  e.  the  Long-handed,  son  of 
Diankect,  son  of  Esarg  Brec,  son  of  Niad,  son  of  Indaei,  reigned 
as  king  of  Ireland  for  forty  years.  It  was  this  Lugaidh  that  flnt 
instituted  the  Assembly  or  Fair98  of  Talti  (Aenach  TaiUenn\  a* 

s  Brigkid,  otherwise  Brighitt,  i.  e.,  the  intrigues  of  Bres  with  the  sobiest 

"  arrow  of  fire,"  was  the  Druidic  god-  Belgians  and  Fomorians,  that  led  to 

dess  of  poetry.  the    battle  of   North  Magh-Turedh, 

M    MagkrFemen,  otherwise    Magh-  where  both  himself  and  his  rirml  lost 

Feimhcn  (Moy  Faiven),  is  now  called  their  lives.    OTlaherty  calls  Bres  hbs- 

the  barony  of  lffa  and  Offa  East,  in  the  self  a  FomoriaiL 

county  of    Tipperary.     Siievenaman  *  u  Arged-lamh,"  i.  e.  Siher  TfmriL 

was  anciently  called  Sliabh  na  mBan  was  perhaps  originally  intended  nothing 

Feimhcn,  or  the  mountain  of  the  women  more  than  to  express  his  bounteous  and 

of  Femen.  generous  spirit    In  course  of  time  a 

*  Nuadath,  the  chief  of  this  colony,  popular  fable  was  founded  thereupon. 

is  not  placed  in  the  book  of  Invasions  *  Bres  is  set  down  before  IfoeV 

as  the  first  monarch  of  the  Dananns.  dath  by  all  our  other  Irish  authorities 

He  was  incapacitated  from  sitting  on  The  Four  Masters  set  down  his  lesjps 

the  throne,  by  the  loss  of  his  hand  at  thus — "  The  age  of  the  world  3304— 

Magh-Turedh ;  for  at  this,  as  at  every  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Bres,  sob 

period  of  Irish  history,  any  corporal  of  Elathan  ;  for  the  Tuatha-de-Danemi 

defect  was  a  sufficient  cause  for  exclu-  gave  him  the  sovereignty,  after  they 

sion  from  the  monarchy.    His  cousin  gained  the  battle    of   Magh-ToreA, 

Bres  was  then  the  first  king  of  Ireland,  while  the  hand  of  Nuadath  wee 

inaugurated  on  the  famous  Lia  Fail,  cure." 

W  ben  furnished  with  the  artificial  hand  M  u  This  fitir,  at  which  various  _ 

of  silver,  Nuadath  claimed  the  king-  were  celebrated,  continued  down  to  the 

dom,  and  Bres  was  forced  to  resign,  time  of  Boderic  O'Connor,  the  lest  Usg 

after  a  reign  of  seven  years.    It  was  of  Ireland.    The  remains  of  a  largo 
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an  annual  commemoration  of  Talti,  daughter  of  Maghmor,  king 
of  Spain,  who  had  been  at  first  the  wife  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Eic, 
the  fast  king  of  the  Fer-Bolgs,  bat  was  afterwards  married  to 
Eocaidh  Garb,  a  chieftain  of  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns.  It  was  by 
this  lady,  that  Lngaidh-Lamfada  had  been  fostered  and  educated 
until  he  became  fit  to  bear  arms.  For  this  reason,  Lugaidh  in- 
stituted the  games  of  the  Fair  of  Talti,  in  remembrance  and 
honor  of  her  name.  These  games,  which  resembled  those  called 
Olympic  in  Greece,  were  celebrated  for  a  fortnight  before  and  a 
fortnight  after  Lammas ;  and  it  is  from  this  commemoration,  so 
inaugurated  by  him,  that  the  calends  of  August  are  called  Luffh- 
nasa  (Loonasa),  L  e.  the  "  Nasadh"  or  memorial  of  Lugaidh ;  this 
is  the  day  on  which  is  now  celebrated  the  feast  of  St  Peter's 
Chains  {Aug.  1st).  He  fell  at  last  by  the  hand  of  Mac  Coill,  at 
Caen-di^om.29 

The  Great- Daghda *  son  of  Delbaeth, son  of  Niad,  held. the 
sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seventy  years.  He  died  at  Brugh,  of 
the  effects  of  the  wound  he  had  received  from  the  shaft  cast  at 
him  by  Kethlenn*  in  the  battle  of  (North)  Magh-Turedh. 
Eocaidh  Ollathar  was  his  real  name. 

Delbaeth,  son  of  Ogma  ffl  the  Sun-sage,  son  of  Elathan,  son  of 

earthen  rath  and  traces  of  three  arti-  at  Brugh  naBoinne,  see  Petrie's  Round 

fidal  lakes,  and  other  remains,  are  still  Towers.    The  monuments  ascribed  by 

to  be  seen  there.    To  the  left  of  the  the  ancient  Irish  writers  to  the  Tuatha- 

road  as  yon  go  from  Kills  to  Donagh-  de-Dananns  still  remain,  and  are  princi- 

patrickf  there  is  a  hollow  called  *  Lag  pally  situated  in  Mcath,  near  the  Boyne, 

an  Aenaig,'  i.  e.  the  hollow  of  the  fair,  as  at  Drogheda,  Dowth,  Knowth  and 

where,  according  to  tradition,  marriages  New  Grange.    There  are  other  monu- 

were  solemnized  in  pagan  times.    Tel-  ments  of  them  at  Cnoc-Aine  and  Gnoc- 

town  was,  until  recently,  resorted  to  by  Greine  (Knockany  and  Knockgrany),  in 

the  men  of  Mcath  for  hurling,  wrest-  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  on  the 

ling  and  other  manly  sports." — O'D.'s  Pap  mountains,  Da  cich  Danainne,  in 

Notes  to  the  Four  Masters.  the  south-east  of  the  county  of  Kerry. 

"  Kaendrum,  i.  e. "  the  fair  rid^e,"  or  These  monuments  are  of  the  most  re- 

"  hill,"  was  an  ancient  name  of  tnc  hill  mote  antiquity,  and  prove  that  the 

of  Usnagh,  in  Westmeath.  Tuatha-de-Dananns  were  a  real  people. 

"  Daghda .   In  the  account  of  the  Tu-  though  their  history  is  so  much  wrapped 
atfca-de-Dananns,  preserved  in  the  book  up  in  fable   and   obscurity." — O'D.'s 
of  Leean,  it  is  stated  that  the  Daghda  Notes  to  the  Four  Masters. 
Hot  (i.  e.   the  Great  Good  Fire,  so  The  Daghda  was  one  of  their  most 
•called  from  his  military  ardor),  was  for  famous  magicians.     He  might  have  got 
eighty  years  king  of  Ireland,  and  that  his  title  from  having  been  priest  of  the 
lie  had  three  sons,  Aenjjus,  Acdh  and  "  Great  Good  Fire,"  i.  e.  the  Sun. 
3£ermad,  who  were  buned  with  their  M  Kethlenn,  the  wife  of  Balor  Bale- 
lather  at  Brugh-na-Boinne,  where  the  beimucch  the  Fomorian,  and  the  grand- 
anound  called  "  Sidh  an  Brogha"  (Shee  mother  of  Lugaidh  Lanifada,  who  slew 
«w  Vrowa)  was  raised  over  them  as  a  Balor  in  the  same  battle.     Inis  Kcth- 
tnonunient.     Aengus  an  Bhrogha  was  lenn.  now  Enniskillcn,  is  called  after  the 
considered  the  presiding  fairy  of  the  heroine.     See  O'D.'s  Notes  to  the  Four 
JSovne  until  recently.  For  some  account  Masters,  p.  23. 
oftaemonuments  which  anciently  existed  M  Ogma  Grian  Eiges  (Owma  Green 
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Delbaeth,  son  of  Niad,  was  king  of  Ireland  for  ten  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  he  died  by  the  hand  of  his  own  son,  Fiacadh. 

Fiacadh,  son  of  Delbaeth,  reigned  ten  years,  and  then  was 
killed  by  Eogan,  at  Ard-Brec. 

Mac  Coll,  Mac  Keaot,  and  Mac  Greni,  the  three  sons  of 
Kermad  Milbeola  or  Milbel,  son  of  the  Daghda,  reigned 
thirty  years.  Some  antiquarians  say,  that  these  Kings  divided 
Ireland  into  three  parts  oetween  them,  and  that  each  of  them 
ruled  his  own  share  independently.  So  a  certain  historic  bard 
tells  us,  in  the  following  verse : 

"  Mac  Coll,  Mae  Keact  and  Mae  Gréni, 

Those  chieftains  of  proud  deeds, 
Into  three  parts  divide  her  soil, 
Though  countless  the  hosts  of  Eri." 

Nevertheless,  there  was  no  such  division  of  the  country  between 
these  kings,  but  each  of  them  held  the  sovereignty  alternately 
for  one  veai*,  as  we  have  before  observed,  in  speaking  of  the 
names  of  this  island.  They  were  all  three  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Talti  or  Taltenn  {now  Telltown  in  AfeatK). 

The  reason  why  these  three  sons  of  Kermad  wctc  called  Mac?1 
Coill,  Mac  Keact  and  Mac  Gréni,  was  because  Coll  (the  hazel  trte\ 
Keaet  (the  pbugh),  and  Grian  (the  sun),  were  the  three  gods  they 
adored.  Coll*  then,  was  the  god  of  Mac  Coill,  but  Ethor  was  his 
real  name,  and  Banba  was  bis  wife.  Mac  Keact,  too,  BL&actf1 
was  his  god,  Téthor  his  name,  and  Fodla  his  wife.  Mac  Gréni, 
lastly,  had  Grian  for  his  god,  Kethor  was  his  name,  and  Eri  his 
wife.    The  proper  name  of  Manannan,37  likewise,  was  Orbsen; 

i4t£ess),i.e.'<)gma,learaodmtheSun."  ed  plough,  is  the  usual  name  for  the 

This  name  is  mythological.    Ogmios  constellation  Ursa  Major.     Cormacfc 

was  the  Apollo  or  God  of  Eloquence  Glossary,  also,  in  explaining  the  name 

of  the  Gauls.    Ogham  by  (Owam)y  is  Dian  Kecht,  tells  us  that "  Cecht "  or 

the  name  of  the  Mystic  Druid  alpha-  "  Geacht"  means  medicine  likewise,— &» 

bet  of  the  Gaels,  of  which  some  say  note  upon  Diankect  given  above. 

that  this  Ogma  was  the  inventor.  "  This  Manannan  is  a  personage 

"  MU-Bheol  (Mil-vtol),  Milrvaily  i.  e.  famous   in  Irish  legendary  mythology. 

*»  Honey  Mouth,"  i.  e.  "  the  eloquent  Ho  would  seem  to  have  presided  over 

or  sweetrvoiced.  the  sea  and  the  tempests.     Of  hhi 

M  Mac    Coill.      Some    understand  O'Flaherty  makes  the  following  menttafc 

"Mac"    to  mean  "priest,"    in   these  "The  emerchant  Orbsen  was  remarkable 

titles.    It  is  however  far-fetched.  for  carrying  on  a  commercial  intercom 

"  Coll  was  apparently  a  name  for  between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain.  He 

the  divinity  who  presided  over  fruit-  was  commonly  called  Manannan  Mae 

bearing  tree*,  the  irfch  Pomona.    The  Lir,  that  is,  Manannan  (Afwiamei»), 

word  is  now  applied  to  the  hazel.  from  his  intercourse  with  the  Isle  of 

"  Ceaclti  would  seem  to  mean  here  the  Man  ;  and  Mac  lir,  (wn  of  Ler),  I.  e. 

divinity  presiding  over  agriculture,  i.e.  o&pring  of  the  sea,  because  he  waa  an 

the  Celtic  Ceres.    G'jachta  (Kauglda),  expert  diver;  besides,  he  understood 

is    the    common  Irish    name  for  the  the  dangerous  parts  of  harbors ;  and 

plough.    Cam-Ccachta,  i.  o.  the  crook-  from  his  prescience  of  the  change  of 
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and  ft  Ía  from  bira  that  Lecn-Grbertí>^ 
for  it  was  when  thay  ware  diggiag  his  «rare  that  this  take  bant 
over  the  land.    It  was  of  these  people,  that  the  following  historic 
lay  was  song : 


Ooll  was  his  Q<3-4>"  of  bright  D.tkda-6-ba  U  wife. 
Tétbor  ™  bold— strong  tbe  nght—rathkss  smote  he— 
Fodk  his  wife— mat  deed*  be  wrought— in  React  he  béBered. 
Kothor  was  comely— beauteous  his  form-  generous  ra  he— 
Eri  his  wife — queen  of  bounty  web  «be— -Gnan  ni  hi*  Ood. 
abmumen,  from  the  Isfee-i *on  oT  1«,  of  the  endless  expanse— 
Orbfenbhaa—  after  a  famdrad'  nghtt— the  men  found  Death."* 

According  to  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,  the  Tu&tha-De-Danann 
held  the  sovereign  power  in  Ireland  for  two  hundred  years,  less 

weather,  hIwm-  ;i voiil.-.i  ti'mpsU    But.  tnry    exercMes;    tbe    Minerva    Irish, 

befell  io  »  battle  at  Uaf  Qi&h  (Mbgk  Baáhbh  (Aitwj  the  Belona  of  Irish  ; 

DUimi).  oo  thf  baokaaf  fa  spsafaw  Aborts*»,  the  God  of  Mtunc;  Ked,tbé 

lake  Orbw-n,  which  falls  into  die  Iwty  Ood  of  Wsr,  sad  Nemoo  Us  wife; 

of  Oal**y  in  las.  rimQslway.bnms  Manannan,  the  God  of  tbe  See,;  Dián- 

'tenrqnth        '  -'-•-■  --"-' 

r   -Vh.:  4  1)1 

land,  by  hie  &>u  Thinly  ( 7o/M.    The  It  appears,  from  a  very  cnriooa  sad 

w  '   rti-r  ancient  tract  written 
k  dialogue  between  I 

alto  Orbeeo.  Gsoilti-MscRoDsin,  t 

"  Ou here  to  be  nndurstood  in  it-  tott  many  placet  where  tbe  Toatha- 

litcral    nats    thai    \\  -  tiruml-wi."  Dej)ananDs   were  then   supposed  to 

I":  i  live  as  sprites  or  fairies,  with  corporal 

»  The  language   and  style  of   this  or  material  form,  bat  endued  with  im- 

mjrtir  1st  belongs  to  the  mart  ewrient  mortality.    The  inference  naturally  to 

elan  of  Gaelic  composition.     Its  alio-  be  drawn  from  these  stories  is,  that  the 

awns,  with  tbe  exception  of  those  that  Tuatha-De-Dannans    lingered    in    tbe 

Jaij  be  contained  in  the  hidden  mean-  country  for  many  centuries  after  their 

log  of  the  proper  names   themselves,  subjugation  by  the  Gaeidbil,  and  that 

*ra  snfficientfy  explained  by  what  went  they  lived  in  retired  situations,  where 

faftre.    To  pursue  them  farther,  would  they  practiced  abstruse  arts,  which  in- 

k«d  into  an  endless  labyrinth  of  con-  dncea  the  others  to  regard  them  as  ma- 

jedore.  gicians.    So  late  as  the  third  century, 

Of  this  Colony,  the  learned  Dr.  O'-  Ainé,  daughter  of  Eigabal,  a  lady  of 

nates  the  following  judicious  this  race,  was  believed  to  be  resident  at 

"  From  the  many  monuments  Cnoc-Aine,  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 

*"crlbed  to  this  colony  by  tradition  and  where  she  was  ravished  by  Olilil  01am, 

*    aharient  Irish  historical  tales,  it  is  king  of  Mnnster. 

1**te  evident  that  they  were  a  real  peo-  It  looks  very  strange  that  our  gene- 

fe  i    and  from  their  having  been  con-  alogists  trace  the  pedigree  of  oo  fam- 


iiLiri.iiii  tiifciis-'Li^ciTH'iit  h;iu:i]!i'iI  nlUx   ancient  tract  written  fn  tbe  aba/pe  of 
riliim,  nrnl  the  lake  (Lough  Corrili),    a  dialogue  between  St  Patrick  and 


.    -_  lA  gods  and  magicians  by  the  Ga-    ily,  living  for  the  last  thousand  y< , 

^dttail  or  Scoti,  who  subdued  them,  it  to  any  of  the  kings  or  chieftains  of  the 

?*-y  be  inferred  that  they  were  skilled  Tnatha-Dé-Dananns,  while  several  fam- 

■  w*"ta  which  the  latter  did  not  under-  ilics  of  the  Fir-Bolgic  descent  are  men- 

****d.   Amongst  these  was  Donann,  tioned  as  in  Hy-Many  and  other  parts 

**  iiother  of  tbe  Gods ;  Buannan,  tbe  of  Connaught. — Nota  to   Four   Mai- 

t°^desa  that  instrue  Md  heroes  in  milt-  ten. 

10 
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by  three,  that  is  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  years,  in 
Here  follows  a  rann7  quoted  in  proof  of  this  reckoning : 

m 

One  hundred  years  and  ninety-seven, 
This  reckoning  is  most  true, 
The  Tnatha-Dé-Danann  strongly  reigned 
Over  Eri  in  supreme  sway. 


END    OF  THE  FIRST  TRACT. 


PJlRT  II.* 


CHAPTER  L 

OF    THE   TRACING   OF   THE   8COTTC    BAGS    TO    ITS   FOUNDER, 

JAPHET. 

To  enable  us  to  trace  the  Sootic  race  to  its  root,  that  is,  to 
Japhet,  we  must  observe  that  his  two  sons,  Gomer  and  Magog, 
^^re  the  most  distinguished  of  his  offspring.  Moses,  in  the  tenth 
chapter  of  Genesis,  where  he  gives  the  genealogy  of  the  race  of 
J&pnet,  tells  us  that  Gomer  had  three  sons,  whose  names  were 
Aachenez,  Kiphath,  and  Togarmah ;  but  he  does  not  specially 
**teution  the  sons  of  Magog  by  their  names.  Besides,  as  it  is  on 
r*J^  historians  of  the  tribe  of  Scot,  that  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent  to 
7**Qe  the  lineage  of  the  princes  sprung  from  Magog,  and,  particu- 
J?*^J  those  of  the  race  of  Fenius  Farsa,  we  shall  here  set  down  a 
j^tt&ed  account  of  the  descendants  of  Magog,  according  to  the 
5****  of  Invasions,  which  is  called  (the  Book)  of  Drom-Snecta,1 
?**  authority  which  existed  before  the  arrival  of  St  Patrick  in 

Tliia  states  that  Magog  had  .three  sons,  namely,  Baath,  Ibaath, 

S?**  Fathacta.    From  Baath  descended  Fenius  larsa,  the  ancestor 

*le  Gaelic  nation.    From  Ibaath  sprang  the  Amazons,8  Bactri- 

j»      ^art  II.  The  present  division  of  the  tended  their  empire  from  Cappadocia, 

jj.  *^s  Feasa,  is  headed  Book  1,  Part  eastwards,  along  the  Euxine  or  Black 

Of»    in  Halliday's  edition,  and  in  one  Sea,  and  thence  to  the  Caspian,  and 

1^..  tliree  MSS.  from  which  this  trans-  northwards  again  to  the  river  Tanais 

^**>niamade.    In  the  other  two,  which  or  Don.    Their  women  were  fabled  to 

gjT6    the  more  ancient  and  correct,  no  have  monopolized  the  trade  of  arms. 

^**  heading  is  found.  Penthesilia,  one  of  their  queens,  came 

^       Dram-Snecta.    This  book  is  un-  to  assist  Priam  at  the  Trojan  war, 

jj^^n  to  modern  Irish  scholars.     It  where  she  was  slain  by  Achilles.    The 

tjT*  possibly  been  lost,  since  Keating's  Amazons  were  said  to  have  founded 

$£*?*    Drom  Snecta,  i.  e.  the  Snowy  Smyrna,  Ephcsus,  and  several   other 

u     ^>  is  now  called   Drumsnat,  co.  distinguished  cities  of  Asia  Minor. — 

^^^aghan,  where  there  was  once  a  Some  of  the  adventures  attributed  to 

Mastery,  founded  by  St  Molua.  the  ancestors  of  the  Gaels  must  have 

I»       ^Amazons.    The  Amazons  were  a  taken  place  within  their  territories,  or 

uT**^  nation  of  antiquity,  who  flour-  rather,  within  the  territories  assigned 

«í^?  in  Asia  Minor  (Turkey  in  Asia),  to  them  by  primeval  tradition,  if  they 

F^^ioos  to  the  Trojan  war.    They  ex-  took  place  anywhere. 
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ans,4  and  Parthians  ;5  and  from  Fathacta  came  Partholan,  who  was 
the  first  colonizer  of  Ireland  after  the  Deluge,  as  well  as  Ncmedh, 
son  of  Agnaman  or  Adnaman,  and,  consequently,  the  Fer 
Bolgs,  and  Tuatha-Dó-Dananns,  as  we  have  mentioned  above,  in 
giving  an  account  of  their  conquests  of  the  island.  Of  the  race 
of  this  Fathacta,  too,  came  Attila,  who  subjected  Pannonia  to  his 
sway,  and  who  continued  long  to  harass  the  .Roman  Empire,  and 
who  laid  waste  and  depopulated  Aquileia,  and  made  many  inva- 
sions into  Germany.  From  Scythia,  too,  and  of  the  race  of  Ma- 
fog,  was  Zeliorbes,  king  of  the  Huns,6  who  made  war  upon  the 
Jmperor  Justinian.  Hence,  too,  came  the  Longobardi7  or  Lom- 
bards, and  the  Hungarians  and  Goths.8    From  Scythia  came  the 


4  Baetrians.  The  country  of  the  the  Roman  empire,  came  from  the  north 
Bactrians  lay  to  the  east  of  Persia,  of  the  Great  Wall  of  China.  The 
They  seem  to  have  been  originally  of  great  family  of  languages,  one  of  which 
the  same  race  with  the  Persians.  They  is  spoken  by  the  Hans,  i.  e.  the  Hun- 
claimed  the  great  Persian  lawgiver,  ganans  of  the  present  day,  is  styled 
Zoroaster,  as  their  first  king.  They  Uralian  by  philologists.  If  the  word 
bordered  upon  that  indefinable  region  "  Scythic  "  be  equally  applicable,  as  a 
which  the  ancients  called  Scythia.  title  implying  national  descent,  to  the 

*  Parthians.  This  indomitable  na-  Scots,  the  Huns,  and  the  two  next 
tion  fixed  its  dwelling  south-cast  of  the  mentioned  nations,  it  might,  without 
Caspian  Sea,  on  the  north-western  bor-  losing  much  of  its  distinctive  aignifi- 
ders  of  Persia  proper.  They  were,  in  cancy,  be  exchanged  for  that  of  Adam- 
the  beginning,  undoubtedly,  the  same  ite  or  Noachic. 
people  as  the  Persians,  of  whose  name  T  Longobardi.  These  people,  other- 
Parthian  is  but  a  dialectic  variation,  wise  called  Lombards,  were  a  Germanic 
The  Parthians  were  said  to  be  of  Seyth-  nation  of  the  Saxon  race,  who  in  A.  D. 
ian  origin,  as  in  truth  they  might,  for  568,  conquered  a  settlement  in  the 
their  ancestors  (as,  perhaps,  the  ances-  north-east  of  Italy.  The  pure  Saxon 
ton  of  all  mankind)  were  origiually  type,  whence  they  sprung,  may  be  still 
"Scythians,"  i.  e.  '*  Nomads,"  living  in  seen  in  the  north-west  of  Germany  and 
tents,  as  the  Arabs  and  Tartars  do  the  south-eastern  shires  of  England. — 
still.  The  Teutonic  or  Germanic  na-  Fair-haired  Scythians,  such  as  they 
tions  of  Europe  are,  with  considerable  must  have  been,  could  not  have  partia- 
probabilitv,  supposed  to  be  descended  pated  in  the  blood  of  the  Mongolian 
*rom  portions  or  the  Parthian  or  Per-  tluns  since  the  days  of  Ximrod,  who, 
sian  people,  who  had  proceeded  north-  according  to  Pinkerton,  was,  it  would 
wards  and  westwards  on  the  track  of  seem,  not  only  a  Scythian  and  Scot,  but 
the  Celts  and  Kimri,  in  search  of  new  also  a  Goth. 

settlements,  or,  perhaps,  to  avoid  the  *  Got  lis.  The  Goths  or  Gothi,  who 
yoke  of  their  brethreu,  who  began  to  arc  also  called  Gothones  and  Gythooea, 
(mild  themselves  towns,  and  who  had  were,  like  the  last-mentioned,  a  Ten- 
changed  the  "  Scythic  "  for  a  more  set-  tonic  or  Germanic  nation.  They  first 
tied  mode  of  living.  apj>car  in  history  under  the  name  of 

6  Huns.    The  Huns  were  originally  Geta,  a  people  of  European  Scythia, 

a  Tartar  race  of  Mongolian  type  and  dwelling  near  the  borders  of  Thrace. 

origin,  speaking  a  language  resembling  A  dialect  of  the  Gothic   language,  as 

somewhat  those  of  the  Semitic  races,  spoken  in  the  fourth  century,  has  bee* 

and  akin  to  the  tonirncs  spoken  by  the  preserved   in    the    translation  of   the 

Finlanders  and  Laplanders  in  the  north  Bible    made  by  Ulphilas,  styled  the 

of  Europe.     The  Huns  who  invaded  "  Liber  Argeutus,"  or  Silver  Book.    If 


TO  KKBOBY  OF  UULAX*  1*0 

Dauni/  from  whom  Dacraia,  in  Italy,  which  is  now  called  Apulia» 
hat  its  name.  The  Turkfl,10  also,  came  from  Scythia*  But,  in 
abort  Buchanan,  an  investigator  into  the  ancient  history  of  tha 
wbrio,  asserts,  after  fipiphanius,11  that  the  Scythians  obtained 

itWScrthiau^ditafromtheScyth-  Egypt  by  the  way  of  Crete,  tod  times 

fell  of  tie  Hoi»,  as  represented  by  the  northward*  through  the  Euxine,  Oaa- 

■odern  Hungarians,  and  also  from  the  plan,  and  the  narrow  $ea  by  the  Riphean 

Sevthian  of  the  Turks  and  Tartan,  as  Mountains,  ^mgtn^tá«o«an,  which 

widely  as  any  one  kagoage  can.  Dr.  Keating  so  naively  repeats  to  as  a 

At  a  psriod  supposed,  withstood  res-  little  further  on. 

son,  to  be  long  submuent  to  the  Celtic  *  Ann».     This  people  settled  in 

and  CKmbric  or  Kimrto  occupation  of  Apulia  before  the  Trojan  war,  came,  as 

Northern  and  OentralBurope)a  portion  we  are  told,  originally  from  Illyricum, 

of  tbe  Gothic  nation  settled  in  Scsndi-  a  country  lying  along  the  Eastern  ©oast 

oasis,  and  gave  the  name  of  Qothia  to  of  the  Adriatic  Sea  or  Gulf  of  Venice, 

a  provmee  of  Sweden,  and  Gothland  to  They  were  rated  by  Daunus,  eon  of 

a&  isle  in  the  Baltic  Sea.    Still  more  Ptlumnus  and  Dana*,  when  the  Grecian 

recently,  in  A.  D.  452,  another,  portion  hero  Diomeds  came  to  plant  his  colony 

of  (he  same  race  conquered  Spain,  and  amongst  them.    They  were  themselves 

C  the  name  of  Gotalaunia  or  Oats-  probably  of  the  Peasgic,  that  is,  of 

to  one  of  its  provinces.    Many  the  Greek  race.    Their  ancestors  were 

of  tim  geographical  and  historical  in*»  Scythians,  of  course,  for,  at  this  early 

Haanhflmni  recorded  by  our  later  bards  period,  European  Scythia  must  have 

andfRienachiee,  of  the  wanderings  and  extended  southward  as  iar  as  the  Grs- 

aiionlmci  of  the  early  colonists  of  dan  frontier.    The  modem  provinces 

Ireland  previous  to  their  several  arriv-  of  Croatia,  Bosnia,  and  Slavonia  oom- 

ab  in  that  country;  and  more  especially  prehend  the  ancient  Wyricum.    They 

of  the  Gaelic  or  Scoticeolony,  are  justly  are  now  inhabited  by  Slavonic  tribes; 

attributed  to  the  Latinising  of  the  tribes  of  rather  recent  Scythian  origin, 

"Q*th\t*\mh"  or"GéthlaeinAM  {Gaihr  and  differing  extremely  from  all  the 

hetve)  and  M  Gaethluidhe*9  (Gaihluee)  Scythians  yet  mentioned. 

of  the  early  paean  bards,  by  "  Gothia"  *  Turks.    The  Turks  of  Europe  are 

and  "  GothL    According  to  the  learned  a  branch  of  a  nation  of  Nomadic  Tar- 

CFIaherty,  in    his  Ogygia,  "  Gaeth-  tars  from  the  region  of  Asia,  north  of 

laeimh"  meant  "Gaetulia,"  a  country  of  the    Persians,    by   whom   they   were 

Northern  Africa.    That  it  did  so,  is  ev-  anciently  called  Touronians.    They  are 

ident  both  from  the  form  of  the  word  men  of  repulsive  aspect,  according  to 

itself  and  from  the  descriptions  given  of  European  notions,  and  the  majority  of 

its  situation  in  our  old  historic  duans.  them  still  continue  to  dwell  in  tents,  and 

When  the  Irish  or  Scots,  after  their  lead  migratory  lives — the  only  points 

conversion,  came  first  into  close  contact  in  which  they  can  be  said  to  resemble 

'"with  continental  Europe,  they  found  the  those  other  Scythians  already  spoken  of, 

"**  Gothi"  settled  in  Spain,  and  without  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  the 


other  authority  than  the  identity  Huns. 

^>fthe  two  first  consonants  of  their        "  Epiphnnius,  Bishop  of  Salamis, 

wne  with  those  of  the  name  of  the  wrote  in  the  second  century.  His  works 

^Gaethluidhe,"  they  might  have  con-  contain  some  valuable  historical  frag- 

^cbded,  that  those  were  the  people  with  ments.    The  universal  dominion  spoken 

'whom  their  remote  ancestors  had  con-  of  by  him  in  the  passage  here  referred 

'tended  for  the  mastcrdom,  both  of  that  to,  can  only  mean  that  founded  by 

country  and  Northern  Africa.    Hence  Nimrod,  or  his  son  Ninus,  in  Assyria. 

«2ame  the  Gaelic  rule  in  Gothia  (Gaeth-  Thus  we  have  another  family  of  the 

laeimh),  during  eight  generations,  and  human  race  included  under  the  denomi- 

^4"1"  impossible  voyage  thither  from  nation  of  Scythian,  and  see  Scythia  ex- 
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universal  dominion  shortly  after  the  Flood,  and  that  their 
sovereignty  existed  until  after  the  captivity  of  Babylon ;  and 
the  same  authors  inform  us  that  other  nations  received  insti- 
tutions, laws  and  ordinances,  from  the  Scythians,  and  that  they 
were  the  first  people,  who  rose  to  dignity  and  glory  after  the  Del- 
uge. Johannes  Baronius,  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  the  second 
book  of  his  History  of  the  Manners  of  all  Nations,  says  that  the 
Scythians  were  never  subjected  by  any  other  power,  while  Jose- 

Íhus  tells  us,  that  the  Greeks  designated  Scythia  by  the  name  of 
iagogia.  Johannes  Nauclerus  informs  us,  that  there  were  many 
of  the  Scythian  descent,  that  performed  very  glorious  exploits. 
Herodotus  bears  testimony  to  this  in  his  fourth  book,  where  he 
mentions,  that  the  Scythians  repelled  Darius  disgracefully  from 
Scythia.  Justin  also  bears  testimony  to  it,  where  he  proclaims 
the  greatness  of  the  actions  performed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Scythia.  These  are  the  words  of  this  author:  "The  Scythians 
remained  always  free  from  all  foreign  subjugation.  They  repelled 
Darius,  king  of  Persia,  disgracefully  from  Scythia;  they  slew  Cy- 
rus with  his  whole  army ;  they  destroyed,  in  like  manner,  Zopni- 
ron,  the  general  of  Alexander  the  Great,  with  all  his  forces. 
They  had  heard,  indeed,  of  the  Boman  power,  but  never  felt  iVm 
From  these  words  it  may  be  understood  that  the  Scythians  re- 
tained their  great  valor  and  courage  to  this  author's  tune. 

Scots — The  Gaels,  so  called  from  Scythia. 

It  is  also  asserted,  in  the  first  book  of  the  Polichronicon,  that  it 
is  from  this  Scythia1*  that  the  descendants  of  Gaedal  Glas 


tending   its  bounds  southward  to  the  it  a  Gothic  Empire)  previous  to  Nim 

banks  of  the  Tigris  and   Euphrates,  rod.    Its  obvious  meaning  is,  that  the 

Pinkerton,  in  his  endeavor  to  prove  that  mode  of  life  called  "Scythism"  pre» 

his  favorite  Gothic  race  were  the  earli-  vailed  over  the  earth  immediately  alter 

est  rulers  of  the  world,  and  the  cream  the  Deluge.    Scythia  must  then  have 

of  humanity  ever  since,  quotes  several  comprehended    the   whole    inhabited 

ancient  authorities  to  prove  that  the  world.    Neither  Gaels,  nor  Goths,  nor 

"  Scythic,"  by  which  he  would  have  un-  Greeks  had  then  distinct  existence  as 

derstood  the  Gothic  empire,  lasted  from  nations  of  men ;  Jew  and  Gentile  were 

the  Deluge  to  the  building  of  the  Tower  alike  Scythian,  or,  if  it  so  be,  Gothic, 
of  Babel.    What  that  Scythic  empire       »  Scythae  ipsi  perpctao  ab  alieno 

means  may  be  collected  by  comparing  jmperio  aut  rotactiaut  invicti  man» 

the  words  of  Eusebius,  quoted  also  by  rant.  Dariunif  ngem  Pergarum,  turpi  ab 

Mm,   with    the    traditions   of    Holy  Scythia  8Ummoverunt  fuga;    Cyrom, 

Writ      Eusebius   says  :    S^v&o/ior  cum  omni  exercitu,  tnxcidarunt ;  Alex* 

ano  rov  nvpyov  axpi  rov  Kara-  andri    Magni    ducem    Zopirona,   peri 

nkvofiov,  which  he  correctly  translates,  rationc  cum  copiis  universis  deleverunt ; 

"  From  the  Deluge  to  the  building  of  Romanorum  audivere  sed  non  seneere 

the  Tower  of  Babel  Scythism  prevailed."  anna. 

But  this,  surely,  does  not  mean  that       *  Scythia.     This   extensive   region 

there  was  a  Scythic  (as  he  would  have  comprised,  within   the   better  know* 
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called  Soots:  and  as  far  as  I  know,  it  is  not  more  proper  to  call  the 
people  of  Gallic  extraction  who  are  now  dwelling  in  Ireland, 
^  GoUl,"  L  e.  Galli  or  Gaulfl,  from  GWQia  or  France,  whence  they 
derive  their  origin,  than  to  name  the  Gaelic  nation  Soots  from 
Scythia,  the  country  whence  they  had  sprang.  And  this  is  the 
reason  why  those  of  the  posterity  of  Fathacta,  son  of  Magog, 
who  obtained  sovereignty  m  Gothia,  Thrace  and  Abhaia,  namely, 
Partholan,  son  of  Sara,  with  his  people;  Nemedh,  son  of  Ag» 
Daman,  from  whom  the  Nemedians  have  their  name ;  the  Fer- 
Bolgs  and  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns,  are  all  named  Scythian  Greeks 
(Gregaigh  Scitda),  because  Scythia  was  the  land  from  which 
they  had  first  migrated  in  the  beginning:  and  I  likewise  think, 
that  the  reason  why  the  posterity  of  Gaedal,  son  of  Niul,  son  of 
fenius  Farsa»  are  more  especially  called  Scots,  is  because  it  was 
this  Fenius  Farsa  here  mentioned,  and  his  descendants,  that  ob- 
tained the  sovereignty  of  Scythia.  Niul  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Fenius,  and  did  not  obtain  any  portion  of  his  father's  territories, 
whence  he  could  name  himself  and  his  descendants,  though  Fenius 
temaftlfj  and  his  own  brothers,  had  previously  got  for  their  shares 

periods  of  ancient  history,  all  the  derive  the  word  Scythian  from  a  root 
coontries  in  Europe  and  Aria,  contained  akin  to  the  Greek  o^edaw,  the  Eng» 
h  the  modern  Burian  Empire,  inclnd-  Hah  "scatter,"  or  the  Irian  "SMth" 
iag  Poland,  and  all  the  region  known  (Skeh).  If  ao,  it  would  be  equally  an- 
sa Great  Tartary  therewith.  In  addi-  plicable  to  all  the  tribes  $catUrtd  from 
tion  to  this,  it  contained,  in  Enrope,  the  before  BabeL  Its  being  akin  to  the 
eentre  and  North  of  Germany,  and  the  national  name  of  the  "  Uotha"  or  the 
whole  of  Scandinavia,  and  extended,  «  Get*"  is  very  doubtful,  (though  they 
apparently,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  certainly  were  a  "  Scythic"  people),  and 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  from  the  Danube,  its  immediate  kindred  with  that  of  the 
the  Black  Sea,  the  borders  of  Persia,  Scots  is  scarcely  less  so.  The  Gaels  do 
the  Himalaya  Mountains  and  China  to  not  appear  to  have  ever  taken  any  of 
the  Northern  Oceant  In  still  earlier  their  names  from  any  country  they  had 
times,  it  comprised  a  great  part  of  Asia  dwelt  in.  All  their  names  are  ances- 
Minor.  It  was  inhabited,  or  rather  tral ;  and  as  the  names  of  Scot  and 
roamed  over  by  numerous  and,  as  before  Scota  occur  more  than  once  in  their 
shown,  widely  distinct  races  of  men.  In-  genealogy,  we  may  rest  satisfied,  that  it 
«much  that  the  term  Scythian  must  was  from  some  of  the  persons  so  de- 
cease to  have  any  precise  meaning,  as  in-  nominated  they  took  the  name,  and  not 
dkative  of  any  peculiar  race  or  breed  of  from  Scythia,  a  name  which,  to  borrow 
human  beings.  The  Scythian  region  a  comparison  from  a  learned  opponent 
was  the  backwood  region  of  antiquity,  of  Gaelic  tradition,  who  would  make 
and  was  constantly  narrowing  its  limits  the  Scots  out  to  be  Goths  not  Gaels, 
is  men  settled  down  in  fixed  dwellings,  seems  to  have  been  applied  with  as 
and  dropped  their  primeval  usage  of  little  discrimination  by  tie  writers  of 
dwelling  in  movable  tents.  So  that  antiquity  to  all  the  nomadic  tribes 
when  we  read  of  Scythian  conquests  in  of  Europe  and  Central  Asia,  as  the  term 
ancient  times,  we  can  only  understand  Indian  is  applied  at  the  present  day  at 
thereby  that  some  people  yet  leading  a  once  to  the  wild  red  men  of  America, 
pastoral  or  nomadic  mode  of  life  con-  and  to  the  polished  natives  of  Hindo» 
quered  some  others  that  had  already  stan. 
given  up  he  "  Scythic"  habits.    Some 
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countries,  from  which  both  themselves  and  their  respective  raoes 
were  designated.  On  this  account  Niul  enjoined  his  posterity  to 
name  themselves  after  Scythia,  and  to  keep  alive  the  memory  of 
their  original  home,  by  forever  calling  themselves  Scots ;  for,  they 
had  received  no  land  as  their  inheritance,  Niul  having  been  left  no 
other  possession  by  his  father  but  the  knowledge  of  the  sciences 
and  oi  the  various  tongues ;  for  the  undivided  sovereignty  of 
Scythia  had  been  left  to  the  eldest  son. 

Gaedal  not  the  Son  of  Argus  or  of  Cecrops. 

Some  Latin  authors  say  that  Gaedal  was  the  son  either  of  Argent 
or  of  Cecrops,1*  who  reigned  over  the  Argivi ;  but  that  cannot  be 
true,  for  St.  Augustine  tells  us  that  that  family  began  to  reign 
about  the  time  that  Jacob  was  born,  that  is,  about  four  hundred 
and  thirty-two  years  after  the  Flood ;  and  again,  the  same  author 
informs  us,  that  the  sovereignty  of  that  family  lasted  but  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  years ;  from  which  it  follows,  that  the  rale 
of  the  Argive  line  terminated  about  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
years  after  the  Deluge.  It  is  impossible,  then,  that  the  last-men- 
tioned facts  can  be  true,  if  we  admit  that  Gaedal  was  descended 
from  Argus  or  Cecrops,  for  Hector  Boetius,  in  his  History  of 
Scotland,  and  all  the  books  that  treat  of  the  conquests  of  Ire- 
land, assert  that  the  Gaels  were  in  Egypt,  at  the  time  that  Moses 
ruled  the  Children  of  Israel  in  that  land.  The  Book  of  Con- 
quests informs  us,  moreover,  that  it  was  about  this  time  that  Scot*, 
daughter  of  Pharoah  Cingris,  bore  Gaedal  or  Gael  to  Niul,  son 
of  íenius  Farsa,  son  of  Baath,  son  of  Magog.  The  time  that 
Moses  began  to  govern  the  Children  of  Israel  in  Egypt^  waa 
about  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  years  after  the  Flood; 
and,  according  to  this  computation,  there  were  about  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  years  from  the  time  of  Argus  or  of  Cecrops,  un- 
til Gaedal  was  born.  It  is,  then,  impossible,  that  the  latter  could 
have  been  the  son  of  either  of  those  kings.  It  is  also  false  to 
assert,  that  it  was  from  Greece  that  Gaedal  went  into  Egypt ;  and 
that  the  reason  why  it  was  said,  that  it  was  from  Scythia  he  went 
thither,  was  because,  according  to  a  certain  author,  it  was  from 
Setin16  that  he  had  emigrated,  and  hence  they  say  that  Scythia  is 
the  same  as  "iath  na  Seech"  (eeah  na  Skagh\  i.  e.  "the  land  of 
thorns."  But  "iath,"  when  it  means  "land,"  terminates  in  "th" 
or  "  dh;"  and  also,  in  writing  the  word  Scythia,  there  is  no  Mow 

M  Argus  waa  the  fourth    king  of  Egypt    He  led  his  colony  to  Attic* 

Argos,  a  city  founded  by  Inachus,  about  about  1556  years  before  the  Christian 

1856  years  before  Christ  era. 

•  Cecrops  was  the  founder  of  the       M  Setin,    It  is  nnknowta  to  the  editor 

Athenian  nation.    He  was  a  native  of  what  place  is  here  called  by  this 
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in  the  middle  of  the  word,  as  would  be  necessary  in  a  compound 
wo«d  of  the  supposed  formation ;  neither  does  Soythia  terminate 
in  a  adhr"  or  "to."  Henoe  it  is  an  unfounded  conjecture  to  «im- 
pose, that  Scythk  «raid  mean  "the  land  of  thorns,"  according  to 
any  Gaelic  etymology. 

It  is  also  a  very  weak  proof  of  the  Gaels  having  drawn  their 
origin  from  Greece,  to  argue  that  there  exists  a  resemblance 
"between  the  Irish  and  the  Greeks  in  their  manners,  customs,  and 
names,  and  that  they  must  be,  consequently,  derived  thence; 
£or  every  colony  that  came  and  occupied  Ireland,  since  the  Del- 

Sje,  had  set  out  from  Greece,  except  those  of  the  Gaels  and 
emedians.  Pfcrtholan  had  set  out  from  Migdonia  ;17  the  Fer- 
JSolgB  from  Thrace,  and  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns  from  Achaia, 
aiesr  Beotia  and  the  city  of  Athena  For  which  reason,  though 
-fche  Gaels  did  not  observe  any  of  the  mannns  and  customs  of 
tiie  Greeks,  on  their  arrival  in  Ireland,  still  they  might  have 
acquired  them  from  such  of  the  Tuatha*De-Dananns  and  Fer- 
J3olgs,  their  predecessors,  as  yet  remained  in  the  country,  although 
*£hey  had  never  been  in  Greece  themselves,  nor  their  founder 
Qaedal,  nor  any  of  his  forefathers. 


CHAPTER  n. 

FOLLOWS    AN    ACCOUNT    OF     80ME    FACTS    RELATIVE    TO 
FENIUS  FARSA,  THE  GRANDFATHER  OF  GAEDAL. 

Fenius  Farsa,1  having  become  king  of  Scythia,  determined 
acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  various  languages  that  had 
^sprung  long  oefore  his  time  from  the  confusion  of  tongues  at  the 

_        *    Migdonia,     perhaps     Mteonia,  letters  into  Greece.    This  is  rather  a 

^  ^  c  "  Greig    Medhonach  "  (Graigue  remarkable  coincidence  with  the  bardic 

-^fayimagk)  account  given  of  our  great  ancestor 

1  Femus      Farsa.     Fenius    Farsa,  Fenius.       The    name    Fenius    itself, 

^^therwiae  Farsaidh,  was  possibly  the  coupled  with  the  legend  attached  to  it, 

%«me  as  that  Phoenix  who,  according  prove  at  least  the  intimate  connection 

^o  the  fragments  attributed  to  Sanco-  of  our  remote  progenitors  with  the 

*=*iathon,  was  the  second  of  the  Phoeni-  Phoenicians.     The  universality  of  the 

*^ian  kings.      Grecian  legend  tells  us,  tradition  regarding  him,  and  the  fact 

^liat  Phoenix  was  the  son  of  Agenor  that  his  descendants,  who,  as  before  said, 

^.nd  the  brother  of  Oadmus,  the  founder  neve  took    any  but   ancestral  names, 

<*f  Thebes  in  Iteotia,  and  also  the  in-  calling  both  themselves  and  a  dialect  of 

'Venter,  or  rather    the    introducer  of  their  language  Féinni  (Frynni)  from 
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Tower  of  Babel,  which  Nimrod,  through  pride,  had  spent  forty 
years  in  erecting ;  for,  from  the  time  of  Adam  until  the  confusion 
of  tongues  at  the  Tower,  there  had  been  but  one  universal  lan- 
guage known  amongst  mankind.  This  language  is  called  Goir- 
Tighern  (Gor-teeyern),  as  the  bard  tells  us  in  the  following  verse: 

"  Goir-Tighern,*  that  tongue  was  called, 
Used  by  the  gifted  sons  of  God, 
And  by  all  great  Adam's  seed, 
Ere  Nimrod  reared  his  fetal  Tower.1' 

This  language  the  Latin  writers  call  the  "Lingua  Humana," 
i.  e.  the  Human  Language.  But  when  Nimrod,  with  his  kindred, 
were  attempting  to  erect  the  Tower,  their  language  was  con- 
founded, in  order  to  prevent  their  finishing  the  structure  whidjj, 
their  pride  had  prompted  them  to  begin ;  and  the  original  lan- 
guage, received  from  Adam,  was  taken  from  all  that  were  con- 
cerned in  building  it.  It  was,  however,  retained  by  Heber,  the 
son  of  Selah,  and  by  his  tribe,  and,  from  him,  it  has  been  called 
Hebrew. 

The  principal  motive  that  induced  Fenius  to  go  dwell  on  the 

Elain  Shenaar  with  his  school,  was  in  order  that  he  might  there 
e  constantly  in  intercourse  with  those  whose  native  language 
was  the  Hebrew;  and  thus,  that  both  himself  and  his  school 
might  obtain  a  full  and  perfect  knowledge  of  that  tongue.  But, 
when  Fenius  had,  as  we  have  mentioned,  resolved  upon  becom- 
ing a  perfect  master  of  those  various  tongues,  he  dispatched,  at 
his  own  expense,  seventy-two  persons  of  learning  to  the  several 
countries  of  the  three  parts  of  the  world  that  were  then  inhabited. 
These  he  commanded  to  remain  abroad  seven  years,  so  that  each 
of  them  might  learn  the  language  of  the  country  in  which  he 
was  to  reside,  during  that  time.  Upon  the  return  of  these  men 
to  Scythia8  at  the  end  of  the  seven  years,  Fenius  set  out  with 
them  to  the  plain  of  Shenaar,  bringing  with  him  a  great  number 
of  the  Scythian  youth,  having  left  his  eldest  son,  Nenual,  to  rule 
in  his  stead,  as  the  poet4  relates  in  the  following  duan  : 

him,  prove  that  he  was  a  real  person-  where  on  the  borders  of  the  EuziiM 

age,  whenever  and  wherever  he  did  live.  Sea.    Perhaps  between  the  Caspian, 

The  epithet  "  Farsa"  or  Fareaidh,"  is  and  Euxine,  in    the  neighborhood  of 

usually  rendered  by  "  sage."    It  may,  Colchis.      There   are    two   adjacent 

however,  be    a  form  of  "  Persa"  i.  e.  countries  in  that  region,  whose  anáenl 

Persian,  or  of "  Parthian/'  names,  Iberia  and     Albania,  bear  f 

*  Goir-Tighern.     This  name  means  striking  resemblance  to  Hibernia  «ad 

the  "Word"  or  "Call  of  the  Lord."  Alba,  genitive  Alban— names  of  the  id 

It  is  compounded  of  the  words  "  goir,"  iacent  countries  Ireland  and  Scotland 

call,  and    "  tigherna"  (teeyerna),  "  a  bat  chance  does  sometimes  work  onj 

lord,"  strange  coincidences. 

"  Scythia.    The  country  from  which  <  The  poet.     The  author  of  the  e» 

Fenius  came,  may    have   lain  some*  suing  lay  was  (Mad-Mkuki    <MtM] 
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Fenhxs  set  oat  from  Scythia 

With  his  great  host — 
A  glorious  hero,  wise  and  learned, 

Strong,  triumphant. 
There  was  but  one  tongue  in  the  world 

When  they  began  it — 
There  were  full  twelve  tongues  and  thrice  twenty 

When  they  were  scattered. 
A  great  school  of  learning  formed  sage  Fenius 

For  every  science — 
A  divine  hero,  sage  and  learned 

In  all  language. 

Our  Shenachies  tell  us  that  sixty  years  had  passed,  from  the 
Tpuilding  of  the  Tower  of  Babel  to  tne  time  when  Fenius  came 
^^uthward  with  his  school,  from  Scythia,  to  jhe  plain  of  Senaar, 

a  poet  thus  recounts:  im 

u  Thrice  twenty  well-told  years  had  passed, 
(Tis  thus  our  sages  tell  the  story), 
When  Fenius  from  the  north  came  down, 
Since  haughty  Nimrod  reared  his  tower." 

Fenius  then  founded  a  school  for  the  various  languages  on  the 
lain  of  Senaar,  near  a  city  which  the  Book  of  Drom-Snecta 
^salls  Athene,5  as  the  bard  thus  tells  us : 

"  On  Senar's  plain,  when  the  Tower  was  strown, 
The  earliest  school  was  held ; 
There  sages  taught  in  every  tongue— 
To  Athens  thence  has  science  sped." 

Hither  all  the  youth  of  the  neighboring  countries  came  to  re- 
*^eive  instruction  in  the  various  tongues,  from  him  and  his  pro- 
:^<*ssors.  The  three  sages  that  held  the  chief  direction  of  this 
^great  school  were  Fenius  Farsa,  from  Scythia;  Gaedal,  son  of 
^3thor,   of  the  race  of  Gomer,  from  Greece ;  and  Caei,  the  Elo- 

^alled  otherwise  Macl-Muiri  of  Fathan.  wit,  "  near  a  city  called  Athenae."   Its 

^Tle     died,    according    to     the    Four  exact  words  are,  "  I  g-cathair  Athenaa 

^Víasters,   in  884.      In    the    book  of  iar  Sin,"  i.  e.  verbatim, "  In  the  city  of 

i  nvasions  he  is  described  as  a  "  truly  Athenae  after  that."     It  is  not  known 

^  earned  and  skilful  poet."  whose  works  whether  there  was  any  ancient  city  called 

^*re  distinguished  for  loftiness  of  thought  AtheiKD  in  that  quarter,  but  there  was 

^jjd  strength  of  expression.    Three  val-  one  called    "  Scythopolis,"    i.  e.  the 

"*Xab1e  historical  poems  by  Mael-Muiri  Scythian  city — a  name  that  might  be 

^xe  preserved  in  the  books  of  Invasions  rendered  into  modern  Gaelic  by  "  Ca- 

^-od     Lecan. — Hardiman's  Irish  Min-  thair"   or  "  Bailé  na  Sgot,"  or   Scot- 

*€rdsy.  bhailé  (Balli'  na  Skot  or  &civa///),i.e. 

•  Athena.       The    ensuing     "rann,"  the  town  of  the  Scots.      The   Greek 

"Which  has  not  been  given  in  Halliday's  7roA*c,    the    Latin  "  villa,"   and    the 

e<lition,  does  not  bear  out  the  construe-  Gaelic  "  baili"  or  "  baile"  (haVy),  are 

taon  given  to  it  in  Keating's  prose,  to  words  derived  from  a  common  root 
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quent  (or  the  Just),  from  Judca,  or  Iar,  son  of  Nemha,  as  others 
call  him,  and  as  the  bard  thus  relates : 

"  The  names  of  those  three  learned  sages 
To  you  I  quickly  can  reveal — 
Gaedal,  the  son  of  the  worthy  Ethór, 
Fenius,  and  Iar  the  son  of  Nemha." 

Another  poet  records  the  names  of  these  sages  thus : 

"  Fenius,  sage  of  the  flowing  tongue, 
Gaedal  and  Caei,  of  truthful  words, 
Were  the  three  chiefs  of  this  scholar  band, 
That  followed  the  true  paths  of  the  authors.* 

These  three  inscribed  the  alphabets  of  the  three  principal  l*4flp 
guages  upon  woodAi  tablets,  namely:  the  Hebrew,  the  Greelv^ 
and  the  Latin.  Thus  we  are  informed  by  Kennfaela,  the  learned 
in  the  Uraicept  or  Grammar,  which  he  wrote  in  the  daj-s  of  St 
Columbkille.  The  same  author  says  that  Nin  mac  Peil,  or  Ninus» 
son  of  Belus,  son  of  Nimrod,  was  monarch  of  the  world  at  that 
time ;  and  he  further  informs  us,  that  it  was  about  this  time  that 
Niul,  son  of  Fenius  Farsa,  was  born ;  and  that  Fenius  continued 
twenty  years  president  of  the  school,  in  order  that  his  son  might 
become  perfectly  skilled  in  the  various  languages.  As,  according 
to  some  of  our  historians,  it  was  in  the  forty-second  year  of  the 
reign  of  Ninus,  son  of  Belus,  that  this  great  school  was  estab- 
lished by  Fenius  Farsa  on  the  plain  of  Senaar,  I  judge  that  he 
continued  there  for  ten  years  of  the  reign  of  Ninus,  and  tep 
years  after  that  king's  death,  before  he  returned  to  Scy thia ;  for, 
all  historians  agree,  that  he  spent  twenty  years  presiding  over  his 
school,  previous  to  his  return  to  his  kingdom.  I  am  also  of  opin- 
ion, that  it  was  about  two  hundred  and  forty-two  years  after  the 
Flood,  that  this  school  was  founded  by  Fenius,  on  the  plain  of 
Senaar ;  for  I  find  by  the  computation  of  Belarmine,8  in  his  Chron- 
icle, that  it  was  in  the  year  of  the  world  1856,  that  Ninus,  son 
of  Belus,  began  his  reign,  which  would  leave,  according  to  the  . 
Hebrew  computation,  which  Belarmine  followed,  sixteen  hundred 
and  fifty-six  years  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  Del- 
uge. To  this  we  must  add  the  forty  years  of  the  reign  of  Ninua» 
that  had  been  spent  before  Fenius  began  his  school;  so  that 
according  to  this  reckoning,  he  founded  his  school  two  hundred 
and  forty -two  years  after  the  Flood,  and  spent  twenty  years  in  gov* 

*  Belarmine.      Cardinal  Belarmine,  Catholicity,  the   "  Eochair  Sciath  aft 

an  eminent  champion  of  the  Catholic  Arfrinn,"  most  have  made  him  wefl 

Chnrch    and  arenbishop    of    Capua,  veraant  with  the  works  of  thia 

lived  between  the  years  1542  and  1625.  and  distinguished  prolate. 
Dr  Keating's  own  work  in  defence  of 
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erning  it;  that  is,  ten  years  of  the  reign  of  Ninus,  and  ten  after- 
wards. Then,  at  the  end  of  these  twenty  years,  Fenius  returned 
to  Scythia  and  founded  other  schools  of  learning  in  that  country, 
and  he  set  Gaedal,  son  of  Ether,  as  president  over  them. 

Fenius  then  commanded  Gaedal,  son  of  Ethor,  to  regulate  and 
arrange  the  Gaelic,  or  Irish  language,  into  the  five  dialects,7  in 
which  we  find  it  at  the  present  day,  to  wit:  the  Berla  Féni* 

tirla  F<nneh\  Bérla  na  ffiledh»  {vellehY  the  Bérla  Edarsgartha19 
irskarha),  the  Bérla  Thébidé"  {Thaibee),  and  the  Gnath-Berla» 
\ah-vairta),  and  to  name  them  all  in  common  from  himself, 
is  it  is  from  Gaedal,  son  of  Ethór,  that  our  language  is  called 
"Gaeidilgé*  (Gaylga  or  Oueelgd)  in  English,  Gaelic  or  Gaedalic, 
and  not  from  Gaedal  Glas,  the  ancestor  of  the  Gaels,  as  some 

tagine.  It  was  also,  through  friendship  fortius  Gaedal,14  son  of 
hór,  that  NiuL  son  of  Fenius  Farsa,  £av4p&  name  of  Gaedal 
to  the  son  he  had  by  Scota,  daughter  of  Pharaoh  Gingris ;  thus 
we  are  informed  by  the  learned  Kennfaela  in  his  Uraicept 


At  this  period  the  Gael-   sicians'  dialect,  according  to  acme  an- 
te, as  afterwards  spoken  in  Ireland,    thorities ;   others  will  translate  it  the 
could  have  had  no  separate  or  distinct   u  Theban  dialect" 
existence.    It  is  itself,  though  extremely       ■  Onath  Berla  means  the  vulgar  or 
ancient»  but  a  dialect  of  the  Pelasgic  or    usual  language    It  may  be  translated, 
Japethian   tongue  of  Europe,  formed    Common  Language.    To  these»  soma 
«eon  by  the  admixture  of  some  for-   add  the  M  Bérlagar  na  Saer"  (Bairlap- 
4gn  element,  as  shall  be  seen  by  the    gar  na  Saure\t  or  Dialect  of  Artisans, 
imbolaries,  which,  If  space  allow,  shall    which  is  soil  in  use  amongst  some  old- 
bi  ghren  at  the  end  of  this  work.    The   fashioned  masons  in  Ireland    It  con- 
vrangement  of  the  Gaelic  into  dialects   tains  many  old  words,  bearing  a  close 
mast  then  be  understood,  merely  to  refer    affinity  to  the  Eastern  languages,  such 
to  the  introduction  of  letters  amongst    as  that  of  "  Aes,"  a  man,  to  the  Hebrew 
his  nation    by   Fenius,  through    the    "Aish."    A  vocabulary  of  it  should  be 
agency  of  Gaedal,  son  of  Ethor — that    made  out,  before  it  becomes  altogether 
is,  by  some  person  whom  the  Gaels  call    extinct.    "  Saer,"  the  Gaelic  for  "  Arti- 
by  that  name.  san,"  and  more  especially  for  "  mason," 

•  Btrla  Feni.    The  Fenian  dialect    means,  also,  "  freeman." 

may  be  called  the  sacred  language  of  *  Gaedilgé.  The  fact  here  stated  is 
the  Irish.  Many  tracts  written  therein  very  improbable.  The  language  must 
are  still  in  existence.  have  had  its  name  from  the  same  source 

*  Bérla  na  ffiledh.    This  might  be    with  the  nation  that  used  it. 

IBOre  appropriately  called  a  style  than       H  Gaedal.     Of  the  derivations  here 

*  dialect  The  phrase  means  the  Ian-  given  for  this  name,  the  Gothic  and 
&°*i?e  of  the  poets,  i.  e.  the  Files  (filleh)  Irish  ones  are  entirely  inadmissible. 
or  Efcard-sages.  They  are,  like  most  of  the  derivations 
-**M  &trUt  Edarsgartha.  "  Edarsgar-  of  Irish  names  recorded  by  Dr.  Keat- 
™*'  Unay  mean  either  intermediate  or  ing,  mere  puns.  The  derivation  from 
Jr^fci.  It  is  a  word  of  recent  forma-  " Gadol"  is  possible  and  natural,  if  the 
jj?Jt  compounded  of  "  edar,"  or  "  idir,"  name  be  of  Semitic  origin.  If,  however, 
Wl0een,  and  sgartha  (sgarha),  divided    it  be  Japethian,  the  root  must  be  some 

*  ^Parated.  The  participle  of  the  word  like  either  "  Gaed,"  "  Gaeth,"  or 
***>  M  agar,"  divide,  tfc.  "  Getb,"  upon  which  it  could  have  been 

«Berfa  Tfubide.    This  was  the  phy-    formed  by  the  simple  addition  of  the 


^ 
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It  is  a  disputed  question  amongst  authors  whence  this  word 
Gaedal  is  derived.  Buchanan  says  that  it  comes  from  the  words 
"  goethin,"  i.  e.  "  noble,"  and  "  al "  L  e.  all,  and  that  it  thence 
means  "all  noble;"  or  from  the  Hebrew  word  "gadol,"  i.  a. 
great,  because  Gaedal,  son  of  Ethor  who,  the  fir3t  that  bore  the 
name,  was  great  in  learning,  in  wisdom  and  in  the  languages. 
But  our  own  shannachies  tell  us,  that  he  was  called  Gaedal  from 
the  Irish  words  "  gaeith"  and  "dil,"  L  e.  lover  of  wisdom ;  for 
"  gaeith"  means  "  wisdom,"  and  "  dil "  means  "  loving"  or 
"fond;"  thus  the  Greek  called  a  sage  phihsophm}  L  e.  a  philoso- 
pher, or  a  "lover  of  wisdom."15 

To  return  to  Fenius,  we  are  not  told  that  he  had  any  more 
children  than  his  two  sons,  Nenual  and  Niul.  So  the  bard  tells 
us  in  the  following  verse : 

"  Two  sons  had  Fenius  (the  truth  I  tell), 
Nenual  and  our  father  Niul  ; 
Niul  was  born  by  the  eastern  Tower, 
Nenual  in  Scythia  of  bright  shields." 

When  Fenius16  had  reigned  over  Scythia  for  twenty  years,  after 
his  return  from  the  plain  of  Shenaar,  finding  himself  near  his 

regular  Celtic  suffix  "  al,"  just  as  "  Ta-  reported  to  have  newly  formed  the  Irish 

mal,"  awhile,  is  derived  from  "Tarn,"  language,  or  to  have  selected  it  from 

time.     "  Gaeth  "  means  in  Irish  the  the  languages  then  just  dispersed,  in  the 

wind,  a  dart,  arrow,  &c.    It  may  even  school  held  on  the  plains  of  Senaar, 

be  a  synonyme  for  4*  Scot,"  which,  also,  composed  of  those  sages  learned  in  the 

in  one  of  its  acceptations,  is  said  to  seventy-two  tongues.    Therefore  it  is 

mean  an  arrow.    However,  the  original  called  Bérla  Tébide,  which,  according 

derivation  of  the  man's  name  is  of  no  to  some,  means  the  "  selected  language.** 

moment,  as  whatever  be  its  primary  ....  We  are,  indeed,  advised  by  the 

root,  it  cannot  determine  his  nation.  mvthology  of  the  ancients  to  infer  from 

*  Wisdom.  This  is,  also,  a  very  this  that  Fenius  was  one  of  leaders  of 
common  acceptation  of  the  sound  ex-  families  after  the  confusion  of  tongues, 
pressed  by  the  above  characters,  i.  e.  and  that  the  language  that  fell  to  hit 
Oaih  or  Gueeh.      It  must,  however,  posterity  was  reduced  by  him  into  a 

come  from  some  source  perfectly  dis-    literary  form For,  to  compose 

tinct  from  those  of  "Gaeth"  (epyh),  a  language  at  that  time,  would  but 

the  wind,  which  seems  cognate  with  the  serve  to  increase  the  confusion   and 

English  "gust,"  and  "ghost,"  and  of  intricacy.    On  this  account  only  is  he 

"gaeth,"  otherwise  "gai,"  an  arrow,  said  to  have  formed  one — because  he 

$hqft,javelin,  <fec.  eternized  it  by  the  gift  of  letters,  and 

*  Fenius.  Of  this  ancient  sage,  corrected  and  improved  it  by  grammati- 
O'Flaherty  gives  the  following  account :  cal  rules.  The  mycologists,  concealing 
a<  Fenisius,  Fenius  Farsaidh,  or  Phoe-  truths  beneath  the  guise  of  fiction,  have 
nius,  the  great  grandson  of  Japhet,  by  told  us  that  men  were  made  by  Prome- 
his  son,  Magog,  and  the  progenitor  of  theus,  and  that  the  enchanting  strains 
the  Irish  of  the  Scottish  lino,  from  of  Orpheus  and  Amphion  obliged  the 
whom  they  are  called  Fenii,  FenLsii,  trees  to  quit  their  ancient  plantations, 
Phoeni,  and  Fenisiadre,  was  the  first  and  the  rocks  themselves,  animated  by 
inventor  of  the  Scottish  letters.    He  is  the  sound  of  the  lyre,  to  flock  to  baUd 


THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND.  159 

death,  he  bequeathed  the  sovereignty  of  Scythia  to  Nenual,  his 
eldest  son ;  but  to  Niul,  his  youngest  son,  he  left  nothing  but  the 
«dvantages  to  be  derived  from  his  disseminating  and  teaching  the 
Jknowledge  which  he  possessed  of  the  sciences  and  of  the  various 
languages  in  the  common  schools  of  the  kingdom. 


CHAPTER  m. 


THE    TRAVELS  OF  NIUL    FROM  SCYTHIA  TO  EGYPT,  AND  OF 
HIS  ADVENTURES  THERE  TILL  H&  DEATH. 

When  Niul1  had  spent  a  long  time  in  teaching  the  public 

hools  in  Scythia,  the  feme  of  his  learning  and  wisdom  had 

ne  forth  into  all  countries,  insomuch  that  Pharaoh  Cingris, 


walls  of  Thebes.    They  tell  us  of  '  Niul.    This  name  would  seem  to 

beasts  divesting  themselves  of  their  be  the  prototype  of  "  Niall,"  a  name 

sity,  and  of  other  monstrous  and  that   afterwards   became  so  frequent 

Mftcredible  things,  because  by  their  wis-  among  the  descendants  of  this  patri- 

and  eloquence  these  men  had  civil-  arch,  and  that  is  still  preserved  among 

and  humanized  the  rude  manners  his  descendants  in  its  genitive  form  in 

fellows.    Thus  Horace  says  :  the  surnames,  "  O'Neill "  and  "  Mac- 

Neill,"  and,  in  their  Anglicized  forms, 

Sylvestres  homines  sacer  interpresque  '•  Nelson  "  and  "  Neilson,"  as  well  as  in 

Deorum,  the  Christian  name  Neale.    The  "  Unel- 

*  mm 

Cedibus  et  victu  foedos  deterruit  u,"  an  ancient  tribe  of  Annoric  Gaul, 

Orpheus.  must  have  derived  their  name,  that  is, 

Dictos  ab  hoc  lenire  tigres,  rapidosque  4i  Ui  Neill,"  or  descendants  qf  Niall,  from 

feones :  an  ancestor  called  by  this*  appellation. 

8aza  movere  sono  testudinis  et  prece  He   must,  however,  have  lived  ages 

blanda  before  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  who 

Ducere  quo  vellet"  ruled  Ireland  from  A.D.  380  to  A.D. 

406,  from  whom  the  Irish  "  Unelli,"  or 

in  English.  "  U*  Neill,"  are  sprung.    The  Niul  of 

Gaelic  tradition  may  refer  to  that  an- 
Orpheus,  sacred  prophet  of  the  gods,  cient  king  of  Thebes,  who,  according  to 
Prom  carnage  and  from  horrid  meals  the  Greek,  gave  his  name  to  the  river 
A  rude  and  savage  race  deterred.  Nile,  which  had  been  previously  called 
And  hence,  we  sing,  that  with  his  ^gyptus.    We  are  now,  and  we  shall 
lyre's  be  for  yet  a  long  while,  in  the  mytholo- 
Soft  music  bland,  he  tigers  fell  gical  ages  of  the  Gaelic,  as  well  as  of 
And  bounding  lions  gently  tamed ;  all  Human  History,  with  the  sole  ex- 
That  his  sweet  voice  and  thrilling  ception  of  that  which  has  been  trans- 
notes  mitted  by  Holy  Writ    We  must,  then, 
Moved  sluggish  rocks  to  leave  their  expect  to   find  primeval  facts  either 
beds  largely  interwoven  with  poetic  fiction, 
And  hear  his  high  commands.  or  disguised  in  mythic  language.    We 
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king  of  Egypt,  induced  by  the  fame  of  his  knowledge,  sent  to 
invite  him  to  Egypt,  in  order  to  get  him  to  instruct  the  Egyptian 
youth  in  the  sciences,  and  in  the  various  tongues,  as  the  poet  tells 
us  in  the  following  rann : 

"  The  fame  had  reached  King  ForoDd, 
With  mat  glory, 
Of  Niul  Mac  Fenius,  who  knew  all 
The  tongues  of  mankind" 

Niul  then  came  to  Egypt1  with  Pharaoh's  messenger,  and  that 
king  bestowed  upon  him  the  land  called  Capaciront,s  or  Campus 
Cirit,  near  the  Red  Sea.  He  gave  him,  also,  his  own  daughter, 
Scota,  in  marriage,  as  Gilla-Kacmhan  tells  us,  in  the  poem  that 
begins  with  the  line  "  Gaedal  Glas,  from  whom  the  Gaels  are 
sprung:" 

"  He  then  went  into  Egypt, 
And  reached  the  potent  Forond,4 
And  married  Scota,*  not  scant  of  beauty, 
The  lovely  child  of  generous  Forond." 

should  then  neither  accord  them  too  Paschale,  the  Scythians  (that  is,  a  natkm 
implicit  a  belief,  nor  reject  them  alto-  they  call  by  that  name,the  Hyesos  or  Shep- 
gether.  We  are,  in  troth,  in  those  Ho-  herd  kings,  perhaps),  invaded  Egypt 
meric  times,  over  which  the  olden  poets  from  their  original  seat,  3,660  yean  be- 
have thrown  a  magic  veil.  But  we  fore  the  Christian  era.  The  settlement 
should  bear  in  mind,  that  the  Homeric  of  Nial  (Neeul)  in  Egypt,  may  possibly 
bard  was  esteemed  an  inspired  prophet  be  connected  with  that  event, 
as  well  as  a  poet — that  he  had  a  sacred  *  Capaeiront    This  territory  is 


character  to  maintain,  and,  perhaps,  a  to  have  been  situated  in  Lower  Egypt» 

sacred  mission  to  fulfil.    He  must,  then,  near  Heliopolis  or  the  City  oftkiaun, 

have  taken  care  to  have  had  real  per-  now  called  Matarra. 

sonages  and  real  facts  for  the  ground-  *  Forond.     This  name  is  otherwise 

work  of  his  lay.     The  principles  he  written  "  Foronn,"  for,  as  before  staled, 

enunciated  must  have   been   founded  the  "  nd"  of  the  ancients  is  always  re- 

upon  eternal  truth.     The  sons  of  the  placed  by  "  nn"  in  modern  Gaelic 

Muses  had  not  yet  run  wild,  and  as-  *  Scbta.    Here  we  first  meet  with  a 

sumed  to  themselves  the  license  of  coin-  form  of  word  akin  to  "  Scot,"  in  t&e 

in£  persons  and  things  without  end.  name  of  this  great  progenetrix  of  the 

His  mental  eye  must  be  dim,  indeed,  "Scotic"  nation.     The  name  is  here- 

who   would   judge   of  them    by  the  after  derived  by  Keating,  from "  Scy- 

concocters  of  modern  fiction.    Then,  a  tba,"  i.  e.  a  Scythian  woman,  and  he 

fair  and  candid  narrator  of  the  early  adds  that  she  was  so  called  from  her 

adventures  of  the  ancestors  of  the  Gaels,  husband's  nation.    A  more  natural  and 

as  of  all  other  nations,  should,  at  least,  poetic  one  would  be  from  "  Scofh," 

sav  with  the  great  Roman  historian:  (Skdh,)  a  blossom  or  flower,  like  the 

"  Quae  ante  conditam  condendamve  or-  Latin  name  "  Rosa,"  or  the  English 

bem,  poeticis  magis  decora  fabulis  quam  "  Rose."    The  aspiration  of  the  final 

incorruptis  rerum  gestarum  monumentis,  "  t"  in  "  Sgoth,"  a  flower,  which  causes 

ea  nee  refellcre  nee  affirmare  in  animo  the  word  to  be  pronounced  M  Sgoh," 

est."  can  scarcely  militate  against  this  eiy- 

■  Egypt.    According  to  Justin,  Epi-  mology ;  for  it  is  not  likely  that  m  the 

phanius,  Eusebius,  and  the  Chronicon  earlier  stages  of  our  language  it 
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When  Niul  had  thus  married  Scota,  he  established  school* 
at  Capaciront,  and  therein  disseminated  the  sciences,  and  the 
various  languages,  amongst  the  youth  of  Egypt  It  was  there 
that  Scota  gave  birth  to  Gaedal,  son  of  Niul. 

It  may,  perhaps,  appear  strange  to  some  people,  that  Niul, 
who  was  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Japhet,  should  have  lived  in  the 
time  of  Moses,  when  a  period  of  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
years  had  elapsed  from  the  Deluge  to  the  time  that  Moses  took 
upon  him  the  leadership  of  the  children  of  Israel.  But  my  an- 
swer to  them  is,  that  it  is  not  incredible  that  Niul  might  have 
Kved  some  hundred  years;  for,  in  those  days,  men  lived  a  long 
time.  For  instance,  Eber,  or  Heber,  son  of  Salah,  the  fourth  in 
descent  from  Shem,  son  of  Noah,  lived  four  hundred  and  sixty 

Íears,  and  Shem  himself  who  lived  for  five  hundred  years  after 
is  sun  Arphaxad  had  been  born,  as  we  read  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of    Genesis:    therefore,  it  is  not  incredible  that  Niul 
should  have  lived  from  the  forty-second  year  of  the  reign  of 
Ninus,  son  of  Belus,  to  the  time  of  Moses,  as  we  have  mentioned: 
and  it  is  still  less  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Niul  should  have  lived 
up  to  that  time,  if  we  may  believe  Marianus  Sootus,  who  say» 
that  it  was  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  years  after  the  Deluge, 
when,  the  language  of  mankind  became  confounded  at  Babylon. 
Now,  as  we  have  already  said  that  Niul  was  not  born  for  a  con-, 
áderable  time  after  that  confounding  of  the  tongues  at  Babylon, 
we  may  give  credit  to  what  the  authors  of  the  history  of  the  ácotia 
nation  say  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  believe  them  as 
to  the  fact  of  his  having  been  really  born  cotemporary  with 
Hoses  in  Egypt.6 

But,  to  return  to  Niul ;  it  was  during  the  time  that  this  sage 
<foelt  at  Capaciront,  near  the  Red  Sea,  and  after  his  wife,  Scota, 
tad  given  birth  to  Niul,  that  the  children  of  Israel  escaped  from 
Pharaoh,  and  marched  to  the  Red  Sea,  when  they  pitched  their 
tents  not  far  from  the  residence  of  Niul.     When  Niul  had  been 

*°  «aspirated.    In  words  of  undoubtedly  kind.     Bat  the  investigation  of  sucn 

°°namon  etymology,  we  find,  even  in  subjects  can  lead  to  no  satisfactory  re- 

Dl<><tern  Gaelic,  that  the  radical  letters  suits.     The  links  connecting  our  an- 

ar&  sometimes  aspirated,  and  sometimes  cestor  Fenius  or  Phoenix,  (from  whom 

not eX.  m  Sgaeith"  (Skueeh),  a  flock,  we  are  called  Feni,)  with  Noah,  may 

«rt^e,  or  band,  and  "  Sgata''  (Skotta).  either  have  been  lost,  or  his  name  may 

"""^  **-  have  represented  a  fact,  not  a  man. 

.  iViu/  and  Mom  cotemporaries*   Our  Some  names  also  may  have  been  mis- 

anti canaries  have  been  sorely  puzzled  to  placed  on  the  genealogical  tree.    The 

reconcile  the  legend  that  makes  Niul,  Gaels  must  then  rest  satisfied,  that  the 

^1  of  Fenius,  the  sixth  in  descent  from  same  dark  abyss  that  separates  every 

*°^h,  cotemporary  with  Moses,  who  other  human  race,  except  the  chosen 

*■*>  according  to  Sacred  History,  the  seed,  from  the  favored  builder  of  the 

BHeenth  from  the  patriarch  of  man-  ark,  should  separate  theirs  likewise. 

11 
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told  that  the  Israelites  were  in  his  neighborhood,  he  went  to  meet 
sad  have  discourse  with  them,  so  that  he  might  learn  who  they 
were.  Aaron  met  him  outside  the  camp,  aim  told  him  of  the 
children  of  Israel's  adventures,  and  of  Moses,  and  of  the  testifying 
miracles  wrought  by  God  upon  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  by  reason 
of  the  bondage  of  the  Israelites.  Upon  this  Niul  ana  Aaron 
formed  a  friendship  and  alliance.  Niul  asked  the  Israelite  if  his 
people  had  enough  of  food  and  provisions  with  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  told  him,  that  all  the  corn  and  wealth  he  possessed  him- 
self were  at  the  service  of  the  fugitive  host  The  night  then 
came  on,  and  Aaron  returned  to  Moses,  and  informed  him  of 
the  offers  made  to  him  by  Niul.  Niul  likewise  went  home  to  his 
own  people,  and  told  them  all  that  he  had  heard  concerning  the 
Children  of  Israel 

Upon  that  same  night  a  serpent  chanced  to  bite  Gaedal,  NiuTs 
son,  while  he  was  swimming,  and  his  life  was  endangered  thereby. 
Others  will  have  it  that  the  reptile  came  out  of  the  desert,  and 
bit  the  child  in  his  bed.    NiuVs  household  advised  him  to  bring 
the  boy  to  Moses,  which  he  does  without  delay.    Moses  there- 
upon prays  to  God ;  lays  the  rod  he  held  in  his  hand  upon  the 
wound,  and  it  was  immediately  healed.    Moses  then  foretold  that 
no  venomous  creature  should  have  any  power  in  any  country  the 
posterity  of  that  youth  should  dwell.    And  this  propheoy  has 
been  fulfilled  in  the  isle  of  Crete,  or  Candia,  where  some  of  his 
posterity  remain,  in  which  island,  as  in  Ireland,  no  venomous 
serpents  can  exist ;  for,  although,  according  to  some  authors,  we 
have  had  some  serpents  in  Ireland  before  St  Patrick's  time,  I 
am  yet  of  opinion  that  they  were  not  venomous.    I  am  likewise 
inclined  to  think,  that  internal  demons  are  meant  by  those  ser- 
pents spoken  of  in  the  life  of  St  Patrick.    Some  of  our  historians 
tell  us,  that  Moses  locked  the  bracelet  {flesg)  he  had  on  his  own 
arm  round  the  neck  of  Gaedal,  and  that  such  was  the  reason  of 
his  being  styled  Gaedal  Glas  (for  "  glas"1  i$  the  OaeUcJbr  a  "lock.19) 
In  those  days  every  chieftain  wore  a  "  flesg,"  or  bracelct,on  his  arm, 
as  a  mark  of  his  dignity  as  u  Kenn  Fedna"  (Kenn  Faana),  or 
head  of  a  sept    Hence,  at  this  day,  the  head  of  a  tribe  is  called 
in  Irish  a  "  flesgach  nasal"  (Jlasgagh  oosaK  ica"  noble  bracelet- 
bearer."     It  is  also  said,  that  it  was  from  the  poison  of  the 
serpent  that  adhered  to  the  neck  of  Gaedal,  that  he  got  his 
surname  of  glas  (which  means  also  livid  or  bluish  green).     In 
proof  of  this,  as  well  as  of  his  having  been  healed  by  Moees,  the 
following  verses  have  been  handed  down  to  us  by  the  bards : 

f  Ola*.  Would  not  «  glee"  be  appli-  by  u  fuscoa,"  swarthy?  Ereo  epHlMte 
cable  to  the  complexion  of  the  Gaeta-  like  this  may  sometime»  grid*  tne  ettt 
HaoorMoorT    Could  it  be  translated    ndogist 


vasaaavaafe^feiaMaai»     ^Bi^M     ^m^l^ma^    A^ii^|i  aanaBeiim 

mnott  or  HBLÁmi  m 


\ 
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lb  that  brkht  and  «anary  aer*  f 
Jlavfcet  mtoence  eMwMi  eetuamc  dtat, 
íew  are  those  that  kao#  to  •toy. 

"Whfebelhiagintheswrtincwev*,  =-iO 

Was meroas GmM sonofNiel,  >    „ 

l^ba^reptifebewaspaote,  *  ■**     ; 

WWi  wound  most  difficult  of  healing. 

•  ■  ■.     •  ■ 

»  Tfa'hrid' spot,  ra  marked  the  aau^  w    -. 

By  this  tone  sag»  understand, 
.  That  QmU  thence  wit  nnaiied  •  XML» 


4  -.  "WoaBrnaotoorvifevenoinedthii*, 

~  »t£»o   -       -  -  ^* 


Since  thai  en  five  en  Gaelic  soil— 
TUt  blearing  that  neat  too  of  ligh 
To  Gaed^  with  h£  bnwefct,  gave. 


y 


*  Aaefliar  heirloom  it  the  yen* 
Left  Mom,  thai  gnat  woodaM 
*»;  No  bard  aoc  stranger»  «nee  has  tend 

A  eoU  repalse  from  eon  of  GaedaL" 

t.O^Bn  agaia  trfl  na  that  Gaedal  was  styled  "  Glae  *  ftdm  ti» 
**Dloe^jreen  n  color  of  His  aims  and  vesture.  In  support  of  WJR 
<^gkáoDf  *  bard  has  left  na  the  following  num  ;— 

«To  mfeMyinri  Scot»  bote, 
,    A  eon  whom  nations  ekim  at  Jhtfcer. 
Tim  man  waa  named,  Gaedal  the  Green, 
T  From  ill  green  anna  and  hk  vesture." 


-  It  Jg  from  this  Gaedal  that  all  the  Gael  or  Gaedalians  are 
called;  it  is  thus  the  bard  tells  us  the  fact  in  the  following 
w«ui: — 

.   *  «Afo  mrpent.    Thia  and  the  follow-  it  Is  also  a  remarkable  fact,  even  1a 

^^etie  have  been  omitted  by  Hallt-  this  material  age,  when  all  thai  is  poetic 

rj&bvt  Dermod  O'Connor  has  given  a  seems  to  vanish  before  "  iron  wonders,* 

32f°n  of  them.    The  editor  has  foand  that  the  serpent  is  fast  fleeing  from  the 

?y>  in  two  of  his  manuscript  copies,  presence  of  the  sons  of  Gaedal  in  the 

2"  «*•*  deemed  H  right  to  give  them  in  transatlantic  wilds. 

"*•****>  because  they  relate  to  a  re-  *  No  bard  nor  stranger.     No  one 

*****ble  lact  with  regard  to  lower  that  knows  anything  of  Irish  or  Scot- 

i?***  Bfe  in  Ireland.    Would  that  it  tish  history  will  deny  that  this  heirloom 

?T*  squally  so  with  regard  to  human  was  held  in  the  highest  veneration  by 

?*1     For,  though  it  is  corroborated  the  Gaels.    Exceptions  have  been  seen, 

3" U*3  other   tradition,  which   says  it  is  true,  amongst  persons  bearing, 

*•■*  Gaelic  names,  but  these  most  be  deemed 

u  either  mongrels  or  4<  tods  i'  the  Sudd,* 

v^^l^tSSE*  for  they  have  not  the  mark  of  Gaedal 

Y«t  he's  wanted  again  In  oar  lata*  f  Upon  them. 
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"  Feni,-  from  Fenins  they  are  called— 
Not  forced  the  meaning — 
From  Gaedal  Glas,  we  call  them  Gaels» 
And  Scots,  from  Soota." 

Others  do,  however,  assert  that  Qaedal's  mother  was  called 
Scot  i,  because  his  father  Niul  was  of  the  Scotic  race  from 
Scythia,  where,  according  to  them,  it  was  the  custom  to  call 
women  after  their  husbands.11  You  must  now  understand,  that 
this  woman  was  not  the  same  Scota  who  was  the  wife  of 
Galamh,  called  Miledh  of  Spain,  and  who  bore  him  six  sons. 
For  the  mother  of  Gaedal  was  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  Cingrig 
— the  same  that  held  the  Israelites  in  bondage ;  but  the  Pharaoh 
whos3  daughter  was  married  tp  Miledh,  was  the  fifteenth  Pharaoh 
after  him,  and  he  was  styled  Pharaoh  Nectonibus. 

But  Niul  now  informed  Moses,  that  the  anger  of  Pharaoh 
Cingris  would  be  directed  against  himself  for  the  welcome  he 
gave  to  the  Children  of  Israel.  Then  Moses  said  to  him,  "  Gome 
thou  with  us,  and  when  we  shall  have  reached  the  land  which 
God  has  promised  us,  thou  receive  a  portion  thereof;  or,  if 
thou  wilt,  we  shall  give  up  the  fleet  of  Pharaoh  into  thy  handi 
to  embark  thereon,  and  remain  at  sea  until  it  be  seen  how  it 
shall  end  between  Pharaoh  and  our  host"  Niul  adopted  tha. 
latter  counsel. 

A  thousand  armed  men  were  then  sent  to  seize  the  fleet,  and  it" 
was  delivered  into  his  hands.  He  then  embarked  thereupon  and 
thence  witnessed  the  deeds  of  the  ensuing  day,  to  wit,  the  open» 
ing  of  the  sea  before  Moses  and  the  Children  of  Israel  and  its 
closing  up  after  they  had  passed,  upon  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  by 
which  the  latter  were  all  (frowned.  They  amounted  to  threescore 
thousand  foot  and  fifty  thousand  horse,  as  we  are  informed  by 


•  Feni,    In  these  four  lines  are  con-  came  originally  from  the  rii 

tained  all  that  can  perhaps  ever  be  Rome,  when  we  know  that  they  have 

known  of  the  origin  of  these  three  taken  their  name  from  Carthach,  soa 

names,  upon  which  so  much  idle  dis-  of  Saerbretach,  a  Munster  prince,  whe> 

quisition  has  been  made,  and  so  much  was  burned  in  his  house  by  the  O'Loay 

learning  wasted.    That  the  last  con-  nargans  in  the  tenth  century,  and  thai 

querors  of  Ireland  before  the  Normans,  previously  they  were  called  Eoffaanjgk 

called  themselves  "  Feni,"  "  Gaodhail,"  or  Eugenians,  and  Dergthini  before  thai 

"  Scuit,"  and  other  names  hereafter  to  again,  and  then  Iberians  or  Ebariam 

be  met  with,  from  the  personal  names  Milesians,  Brigantes,  Scots,  Gads»  as*] 

of  their  ancestors,  can  be  Droved  by  FenL     About  as  well-foanded  as  taw 

tho  invariable  practice  of  their  descend-  derivation  above  mentioned  have  beam 

ants  in  more  recent  and  better  known  all  the  theories  broached  upon  the  na> 

times.     "  Carthaigh,"  tin  genitive  of  tional  names  of  Scot,  Gael,  and  Feni 

"  Carthach,"  is  not  unlike  Carthage.  "  The  feet  here  mentioned  of  having 

Still  we  are  not,  on  the  strength  of  that  women  called  after  their  husbands,  or 

rather  close  resemblance,  to  argue  thai  rather  after  their  husband's  country.  Is 

the«OlaimOarthaigh"oriiac0ajrthiei^  at  variance  with  all  known  history. 


Uotgufl  O'Ooanain11  Arlrinneoa  (archdeaoon  of  BoscreaY  in  the 
Allowing  veran,  token  from  the  duaa  that  begins  thua — ,f  0,  man 
lot*  believe*  not  troth:"— 

"Hww,  sixty  thousand  men  oo  foot, 

aap^tftj  mil  ririrt  bUi.11 

AVe  have  mentioned  above,  that  it  was  in  the  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seventh  year  after  the  Flood  that  Pharaoh  was  thus 
overwhelmed  with  his  host. 

Now,  when  Niul  had  seen  Tharaoh  and  his  forces  thua  drown- 
«d,  he  continued  to  dwell  in  the  country  himself;  for  he  felt  no 
longer  afraid,  after  the  destruction  of  that  king.  There  his 
«hildren  and  progeny  grew,  until  they  were  fit  to  bear  arms. 
Jiiul  died  Bome  time  after  this,  and  Gaedal,  son  of  Niul,  and  his 
mother,  took  possesion  of  his  territories. 

After  this,  a  -son  was  born  to  Gaedal,  in  Egypt,  and  he  was 
named  Earn;  and  ag.iin,  in  progress  of  time,  a  son  was  born  to 
lEsru,  and  he  called  him  Sru,w  and  they  continued  to  hold  the 
Same  territory,  and  to  dwell  therein. 

As  to  the  Egyptians,  another  Pharaoh,  styled  Intur,  or  An 
*Tuir,  took  possession  of  the  sovereignty  upon  the  drowning  of 
J?haraoh  Cingris  in  the  Kud  Sea.  In  like  manner  was  every 
Jcing  that  reigned  over  Egypt  called,  also,  Pharaoh,  from  the  time 
of  the  above-mentioned  Pharaoh  Cingris,  so  drowned,  down  to 
Í*Waoh  Ni.'ctonibus,  the  fifteenth  king  after  Cingris,  who  was 
culler!  Pharaoh. 

"  figtu  O'Caanaht.     He  was  other-  Lave  been  also  likened  to  the  Egyptian 

*fa  «lied  Isaac,  aod  was  Bishop  or  Osiris  and  Siris.    The  Nile  wat  called1 

Hi  and  Roe-Cre,  now  Roacrea.     Ue  Siris  by  the  jfithiopiana.    Osiris  mi 

**JjnA,D.1161.    The  name  •' O'Cua-  an  ancient  Egyptian  king,  who,  having 

MV  h  now  spelled  "  Coonan."  reformed  his  subjects  at  home,  went 

'  Em-  -Sn*.     These  names  have  forth  to  spread  civilization  over  the 

***e  reseorblwioe  to  the  Scriptaral  earth.  He  was  deified  after  his  death, 
**•  -Gen,  Berag,  and  Ashu-.     They 


[ 


CH  APTEE  IV. 

OF  PHARAOH  INTUB's  BANISHMENT  OF  THE  CHILDREN  OF 
GABDAL  FROM  EGYPT;  AND  OF  THEIR  CHIEFS,  AND  OF  THEIR 
ADVENTURES  THEREAFTER  DOWN  HERE. 

• 

Pharaoh  Intur1  and  the  Egyptians,  in  time,  remembered  their 
old  grudge  to  the  descendants  of  Niul  and  the  family  of  QaedaL 
namely,  their  resentment  for  the  friendship  the  latter  had  formed 
with  the  Children  of  Israel  They,  then,  made  war  upon  the 
Gaels,  who  were  thereby  compelled  to  exile  themselves  from 
Egypt  With  this  account  Thomas  Waisingham  agrees,  in  the 
book  called  Hypodeigma,  where  he  states  that,  "  When  the  Egyp- 
tians had  been  drowned  in  the  Bed  Sea,  those  of  their  country- 
men who  survived,  drove  out  a  certain  chieftain  of  the  Scythian 
nation,  who  lived  among  them,  that  he  might  not  assume  sover- 

Xty  over  them.    Banished  with  his  tribe  he  came  to  Spain, 
re  he  resided  many  years,  and  where  his  posterity  grew  nu- 
merous, and  that  thence  he  came  at  last  to  Ireland." 

Know,  reader,  that  this  chieftain  was  Sru,  son  of  Esru,  son  of 
Gaedal,  and  not  Gaedal  himself,  notwithstanding  the  false  asser- 
tion of  Hector  Boethius ;  and  also,  in  contradiction  to  the  modern 
English  writers,  who  suppose  that  it  was  Gaedal  himself  that  led 
the  migration  to  Spain ;  for,  according  to  the  truth  of  Irish  his- 
tory, which  we  should  rather  trust  to  in  this  matter,  it  is  a  fact 
that  it  was  in  Egypt  that  Seota,  daughter  of  Pharaoh  Cingris, 

Sive  birth  to  Gaedal ;  and  in  that  land  he  resided  until  his  death. 
or,  as  others  assert,  was  it  from  Greece  that  he  had  come  thither, 
but  from  Scythia.  And  although  the  author  we  have  just 
quoted,  does  assert  that  it  was  to  Spain  that  the  Gaelic  prince* 
mentioned  above,  had  come,  yet  the  fact  was  not  so,  for  it  was  to 
Scythia  that  he  went ;  and  it  was  the  fifteenth  generation  from 
him,  namely,  Bratha,  son  of  Dégatha,  that  first  reached  Spain. 
Here  follows  a  quotation  from  the  antiquary,  Gilla-Caemhan,  in 
proof  that  it  was  Sru,  son  of  Esru,  that  was  leader  in  this  emi- 
gration from  the  land  of  Egypt : — 


Pharaoh  Intur.     The  epithet  ap-    in  the  manuscript  copies.    It  may 

plied  to  this  prince  is  found  written    to  the  founder  of  some  of  the  Pyramids 

44  an  tuir,"  (an  tooir,)  i.  c.  of  the  Tower, 
[iss] 
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«  Sra,  wo  of  Ban,  m  ef  Gaedal, 
Grand&ther  of  <mr  learned  hott, 
'TvwfaeÍNMlioiBetlifttweDifediiorth^tfd 
Over  the  Bad  8ea's  stormy  wave. 

*  Four  vesnls  then  contained  Ml  boonnold 
Upon  the  Bed  8ea's  stormy  wave: 
Tin  number  fai  each  wooden  dwetttng 
Waa  tmr  and  twenty  wedded  pain.^ 

J 

Observe  that  it  was  Snt,  son  of  Earn,  that  was  the  leader  of 
migration,  until  they  had  reached  foe  isle  of  Crete,  where  he 


His  son  Eber  Soot?  then  assumed  the  chieftainship  of  the 

de,  until  they  arrived  in  Soythia.    For  that  reason,  a  certain 

lot  says  that  Eber  Scot  was  the  leader  of  their  emigration, 

that  it  was  from  this  chieftain's  surname,  "Soot,"  that  the 

■  or  Gaedalians  are  called  the  Scotic  race.    Some  authorities 

qb  that  the  word  "Scot"  means  archer,  and  that  he  got  the 

una  from  the  feet,  that  there  was  no  bowman  superior  to  him 

his  day,  and  thus,  from  the  word's  having  been  given  as  a 

kname  to  this  chie£  that  it  continued  to  be  applied  to  his  poe- 

ity?  who  practiced  the  use  of  the  bow  as  a  oommop  weapon, 

limitation  of  their  ancestors,  until  a  very  late  period,  that  is 

__  sfthin  oof  own  memory.    But  I  do  not  adopt  the  opinion  of  this 

a^ailhor,  for  I  find  that  most  antiquarians  believe,  that  the  reason 

calling  the  Gaedalians  the  Scotic  race,  is  because  they  had 

wn  their  origin  from  Scythia. 

The  reader  must  understand  that  Moses  and  Gaedal  were 

eotemporaries,  and  therefore  that  Gaedal  was  fourscore  years  of 

age  when  Pharoah  was  drowned,  and  that  the  fourth  generation 

from  his  birth,  namely,  Eber  Scot,  son  of  Sru,  son  of  Esru, 

aon  of  Gaedal,  was  then  in  existence,  when  the  children  of  Gae- 

3ml  emigrated  to  Scythia.1 

Some  historians  tell  us  that  there  were  four  hundred  and  forty 
years,  from  the  drowning  of  Pharaoh  in  the  Bed  Sea,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  Children  of  Miledh  in  Ireland;  so  a  bard  relates 
ift  the  following  lay : 

1  JBfcer  Scot.    This  is  most  probably  attenuation."     The   regular  form   is 

**  tooestor  from  whom  the  Scottish  "  Scoit" 

*^  «derived.    The  translator  thinks  *  We  see  our  author  here  puVsled  in 

JJji  the  epithet  means  "  wanderer,"  endeavoring  to  reduce  into  cbronologi- 

*?&  he  deems  of  the  same  signification  cal  order  the  dim  traditions,  that  tell  of 

**fa8cythian.    "  Scuit  "is  the  nomina-  the  Fenian  sojourn  in  the  land  of  Egypt 

f*  *»  plural,  and  the  genitive  singu-  He  even  contradicts  what  he  has  before 

J^Soot,  being  formed  therefrom  by  told  us  of  Gaedal's  being  yet  bat  a 

^  Irish  grammarians  call "  irregular  child,  when  Moses  fled  out  of  Egypt. 
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14  Forty  years  above  four  hundred, 
fYou  know  I  tell  do  idle  tale,) 
There  were,  since  came  the  tribes  of  Dana 
Across  the  straits  of  the  great  sea, 
Till  Miledh's  sons  first  heard  dread  Ocean 
His  music  beat  on  Eri's  shores." 

However,  according  to  the  computation  made  in  the  Book  of 
Invasions,  there  were  but  three  hundred  years,  less  by  seven- 
teen, from  the  time  that  Moses  took  the  command  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  Israel  in  Egypt,  until  the  sons  of  Miledh  invaded  Ire- 
land ;  for  Moses  assumed  his  sovereignty  over  the  Children  of 
Israel,  in  Egypt,  at  the  end  of  seven  nundred  and  eighty  yean 
after  the  Flood;  and,  according  to  the  time  allowed  by  Irish  his- 
tory to  the  several  occupations  of  Ireland,  it  was  at  the  end  of 
one  thousand  and  eighty  years  after  the  Flood,  that  the  sons 
of  Miledh  took  possession  of  this  island.  The  Book  of  Inva- 
sions states,  that  it  was  at  the  end  of  three  hundred  years  after 
the  Flood,  that  Partholan  landed  in  Ireland,  and  that  his  pos- 
terity held  possession  of  the  country  for  three  hundred  yean 
after  his  time.  Then  Ireland  continued  waste  for  thirty  yoara, 
until  the  race  of  Nemedh  arrived  therein.  This  people  again 
ruled  the  island  for  two  hundred  and  seventeen  years.  After 
them  the  Fer-Bolgs  held  possession  of  the  land  for  thirty-six 

Í rears ;  and,  lastly,  the  sway  of  the  Tuatha-De-Danamis  lasted 
or  two  hundred  years,  wanting  three.  Now,  the  summing  up 
of  the  whole  of  these  periods  gives  us  one  thousand  and  eighty 
years,  from  the  Flood  to  the  landing  of  the  sons  of  Miledh  in 
Ireland.  And  if  from  this  calculation  there  be  deducted  the 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  years  there  were  from  the  Flood 
to  the  authority  which  Moses  received  over  the  Children  of  Israel, 
it  is  evident  that  there  was  from  that  time  to  the  arrival  of  the 
children  of  Miledh  in  Ireland,  but  three  hundred  years,  less  by 
seventeen.  Therefore  the  above-quoted  opinion  must  be  false, 
when  it  asserts  that  it  was  at  the  end  of  four  hundred  and  forty 
years  after  the  Children  of  Israel  passed  through  the  Bed  Sea, 
that  the  sons  of  Miledh  reached  Ireland. 

Migration  of  the  Gaels  to  Crete,  under  Sru,  son  of  Earn. 

Some  antiquarians  assert  that  the  direction  taken  by  Sru,  son 
of  Esru,  and  nis  followers,  was  through  the  Bed  Sea,  south-east- 
wards,4  into  the  ocean,  and  thence  eastwards,  leaving  Tapra- 

*  Southeastward*.     The  ancients  as-  Ptolemy,  relates  this  tradition,  without 

serted  that  Asia  was  circamnavigable,  even  hinting  at  its   impracticabflHr. 

and  Dr.  Keating,  whose  geographical  Notwithstanding  the  form  in  which  the 

knowledge  does  not  appear  to  have  tradition  has  come  down  to  as,  It  may 

much  exceeded  that  of  the  dayi  of  yet  refer  to  some  important  met  that 
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tana1  and  Asia  on  their  left,  and  then  northwards,  leaving  Asia 
still  on  their  left,  until  they  rounded  it  at  the  north  ;•  thence  they 

Sroceeded  westward,  until  they  reached  the  extremity  of  the  Rip- 
sari  mountains,  in  the  north-west  part  of  Asia,  and  got  into  the  nar- 
row sea,  that  leads  southward,  separating  Europe  from  Asia,  and 
they  thus  arrived  at  Scythia.  However,  this  was  not  the  route 
that  Sru  took  in  his  voyage  from  Egypt  to  Scythia,  with  the  crews 
of  his  four  ships,  each  containing  thirty  men,  but  from  the  mouth 
Cff  the  Nile,  tnrough  the  Mediterranean  to  Crete,7  which  is  now 
called  Candia,  where  he  dwelt  for  some  time,  and  then  died.  In 
this  island  he  likewise  left  some  of  his  posterity,8  who  remain 
there  to  the  present  day ;  and  hence  it  happens,  according  to  our 
ancient  historians,  that  no  venomous  reptile  can  exist  in  that 
inland,  just  as  is  the  case  in  our  own  island. 

Migration  of  the  Gaels  to  Scythia  under  Eber  Scot,  son  of  Sru. 

From0   Crete  they  emigrated  to  Scythia,  under  the  guidance 
Eber  Scot    Now,  whosoever  may  assert  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  reach  Scythia  from  Egypt  in  ship  or  vessel,  should 


ik  dace  daring  the  time  the  Fenians  southernmost  of  all  the  Greek  Isles.    It 

►jed  in  Egypt — such  as  to  the  circum-  was  famed  for  its  hundred  cities,  and  for 

.ligation  of  Africa  by  the  Phoenicians,  the  laws  of  Minos.  Jupiter  was  fabled  to 

~  expeditions  of  Bacchus  to  the  East,  have  been  educated  in  Crete.    It  was 

to  those  of  Osiris»  Hercules,  or  Se~  also  famous  for  the  Corybantes,or  priests 

"rig.    The  Gaels  have  just  as  much  of  Cybele,  whose  worship  was  intro- 

t  to  their  versions  of  the  exploits  of  diiced  from  Crete  into  Phrygia,  in  Asia 

e  heroes  as  other  nations — especially  Minor.    The  connection  between  Crete 

18    it  is  most  likely  they  wended  their  and  Asia  Minor  was  intimate ;  hence  we 

^*y  dowly  to  Ireland  by  Crete,  the  meet  with  a  Mount  Ida  in  Crete,  and  a 

*edterranean  Islands,  Northern  Africa  Mount  Ida  in  the  Troade. 

*Ji«J  Spain,  while  the  pure  Celts  and  8  Posterity.  The  race  of  Fenius  must 

Gimbn  were  proceeding  thither  over-  have  colonized  many  lands  during  its 

^1*^,  through  European  Scythia.  long  passage  from  Egypt  to  Ireland. 

.     *    Tapraoana.     Taprobané,  which  is  Their  traditions    during    this    period 

r^1"^  meant,  was  the  name  by  which  the  should  consequently  belong  to  many 

la*<*JKl  of  Ceylon  was  known  to  the  nations  besides  the  Irish ;  in  fact,  we 

ll*^3eot8.  seem  to  read  the  migrations  of  that 

M  the  north.    The  old  maps  would  Iberian  race,  which  planted   its  roots 

w*?^  it  appear,  that  the  Northern  Sea-  so  widely  in  Italy,  Sicily,  and  Spain,  Ac, 

w^^rd  of  Asia  Tan  in  a  north-westerly  and  which  sent  its  last  and  remotest 

irJJ^ctioD  from  China  to  the  Baltic  Sea.  oflshoot  to  our  island.    No  venomous 

**ia  would  make  narrow  seas  of  the  serpent  exists  in  Crete. 

**Onths  of  the  Volga,  the  Ural  or  the  •  The  Scythia  of  Fenius  Farsa  and 

^2**:   iBdeed,  the  "  Narrow  Sea,  pro-  his  posterity,  to  which  the  wanderer. 


liog  southward,"  so  often  spoken  of,  Eber  Scot,  migrated,  might  have  been 

^^st  mean  the  Sea  of  Azof.  in   Asia  M  inor.      It  could  not  have 

Crete.      Crete,  or   Creta,  is  now  lain    far    from    the    borders  of  that 

rolled  Candia     It  is  one  of  the  largest  country. 
ia**nds  in  the  Mediterranean.    It  is  the 
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consider  that,  according  to  the  extent  of  Scythia  as  it  then 
isted,  the  Tanais  or  Don  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  rivers  of 
Scythia,  in  the  respectable  history  of  Herodotus,  who  states  in 
his  fourth  book,  that  "  the  river  Tanais  divides  Asia  from  Europe, 
and  it  is  reckoned  as  one  of  the  rivers  of  Scythia."1* 

When  the  Gaels  had  settled  in  Scythia,  a  war  broke  out,  in 
time,  between  them  and  their  kinsmen,  the  descendants  of  Nenual, 
son  of  Fenius  Farsa.  This  warfare,  which  was  for  the  sovereignty 
of  the  country,  continued  for  seven  years,  until  Agnon,  son  of 
Tath,  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Eber  Scot  downward,  succeeded 
in  killing  his  cousin  Refloir,  son  of  Rifill,  of  the  house  of  Nenual, 
who  was  then  king  of  Scythia,  as  Gilla-Caemhan  tells  us  in  the 
following  verse : 

"  Refloir  and  the  stainless  Agnon 
Seven  years  contended  for  the  throne, 
Till  king  Refloir  fell  with  glory 
By  Agnon's  fortune-favored  hand." 

Expulsion  of  the  Gaels  from  Scythia — Their  Wanderings — Catcher's 

Prophecy — Sojourn  in  Oothia. 

Now,  concerning  the  children  of  Refloir :  this  king  had  two 
sons,  named  Nenual  and  Refill.  These  princes  collected  an  army 
against  the  posterity  of  Gaedal,  to  banish  them  utterly  out  of  the 
country.  Upon  this  the  Gaels  assembled  together  and  left  the 
Scythian  land  in  a  body,  passing  through  the  country  of  the 
Seared-breasts, u  who  are  called  Amazons,  to  the  border  of  the 
Caspian  Sea.  There  they  took  shipping  and  landed  on  an  ialand 
in  the  Caspian,  where  they  stayed  for  one  year.  Their  leaden 
upon  this  emigration  were  Agnon  and  Eber,  the  two  sons  of  Tath, 

"  Tanais  flumen  dividens  Asiam  ab  miscyra,  on  the  Euxine  Sea,  at  the 

Europe,  enumerator  inter  flumina  quae  mouth  of  the   Thermodon,  now  Ifca 

apod  Scythas  sunt  Termeh,  a  famous  river  of  Cappadoda, 

11  Seared  breasts.  It  was  fabled  that  was  the  capital  city  of  the  Amaaoaa, 
the  Amazons  seared  or  burnt  off  the  From  the  route  here  traced,  the  SeytUa 
right  breast  of  their  female  children,  in  of  Eber  Scot  must  have  been  torn  of 
order  that  they  might  be  able  to  throw  Paphlagonia.  Cilicia,  which  had  ra- 
the Javelin  with  more  force.  This  ceived  its  name,  according  to  the  Greek 
fable  is  founded  upon  the  resemblance  mythologiste,  from  Cilix,  the  Í 
In  sound  between  the  word  Amazon,  of  Phoenix  (Fenius  T),  would 
which  is  not  Greek,  and  the  Greek  with  the  Scythia  of  the  Irish 
words  "a,"  without,  and  upa$a"  a  breast.  Classic  mythology  tells  us  that  P 
The  process  would  prevent  the  desired  Cilix,  Cadmus  and  Bnropa  (from 
effect  Their  country,  as  before  shown,  whom  Europe  is  called),  were  the  cftmV 
lay  from  Cappadocia  and  the  Euxine  to  &™*  of  Agenor,  king  of  Phoenicia, 
the  Caspian  Sea,  and,  rounding  the  east-  and  brother  of  Belus,  who  founded  the 
era  angle  of  the  Euxine,  it  reached  the  Assyrian  Empire,  about  1,000  — 
Palus  MkoUs  on  the  north-west    The-  before  the  Christian 
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■on  of  Agnaman,  son  of  Beogaman,  son  of  Eber  Soot»  son  of  Sra, 
ma  at  Earn,  son  of  OaedsL  Agnón  had  three  aoas  with  him  on 
this  migration.  Theee  were  muned  Bllod,  Lamflnn,  andLamgiaa.1* 
Eber*  eon  of  Tath,  had  two  sons,  namely,  Caioher  and  King. 
Agnón  died  in  the  Caspian  island,  just  mentioned 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  wanderers  left  the  island.  Upon 
this  voyage,  their  host  was  led  by  six  chieftains.  They  formed 
the  crews  of  three  ships.  In  each  ship  were  threescore  persons, 
and  every  third  man  had  a  wife  with  him.  They  then  steered 
dung  the  strait  leading  from  the  Caspian,  westwards,1»  for  the 
Qarrow  sea  that  comes  in  from  the  Northern  Ocean;  and  when 
Jkay  had  reached  that  sea,  a  storm  came  upon  them,  by  which 
they  were  driven  upon  an  island  in  the  Pontic  Sea,  called  Caroma,* 
where  they  abode  for  oneyear  and  three  months^  It  was  in  this 
island  that  Eber,  son  of  Tilth,  and  Lamglas  died. 

They  emigrated  thence  under  four  chieftains,  namely,  EllocL 
lamfinn,  King,  andCaicher.  Thejr  now  met  Mermaids  or  Sirens* 
at  sea,  who  began  to  sing  soft  mtudc  to  the  sailors  as  they  passed 
them,  by  which  means  they  intended  to  lull  them  to  sleep,  and  then 
to-fidl  upon  and  destroy  them.  Oaioher  the  Druid,  found  a  remedy 
for  tins  danger  by  melting  wax19  into  the  ears  of  the  men,  by 
which*  they,  were  prevented  from  hearing  the  music  of  the  sor- 


ladbm  mi  Lamgkt.     These  is  not  oft  the  Pontic  Sea,  but  then  the 

^  _•  «gniiy  the  «  Fair  Hand, "  «d  Motion  of  thn"ssnirdroehoin''  (mr- 

%•  "Bba"  or  "Gran  Hand."    lie  ysoplm), i  e.  mermaids,  or  «ens,  as 

hfUi  pronounce  them   Lauvirm  and  their  next,  would  show  that  the  wander- 

latnlm.  ing  elan  of  Eber  Soot  sailed  from 

*  TU    Strait  boding    Westwirds.  Oaronia  into  the  Mediterranean,  which 

jt  Is  idle  to  speculate  upon  the  route  they  could  not  so  readily  do  if  that 

■eve  traced,  as  it  is  evident  the  later  place  lay  in  the  Pontic  Sea, 

?*mtoraof  the  tradition  knew  noth-       u  Sirens.     The  sirens  were  tabled 

ÍJC  of  the  geographical  position  of  the  sea  nymphs  of  such  melodious  voices 

localities  of  which  they  treated.    The  that  ail  who  heard  them  forgot  every- 

B*er  bend  of  the  Wolga  might  have  thing  else  in  attending  to  their  enchant- 

■P^gtot  them  westwards  to  within  a  ing  song,  and   at  last  died  through 

**t  distance  of  the  Don,  by  which  want  of  food.    Their  Irish  name  was 

weyconld  have  got  in  to  the  Pontic,  muirdhuichoin  (mur-yoog^tn).  The  story 

yt  is,  the  Euxine  Sea,  through  the  of  the  sirens  was  *so  universal  during 

"trnv  &a,  L  e.  the  Palus  Maeotis,  or  the  heroic  ages,  amongst  all  peoples, 

°*otAsof.  that  the  Irish  bards  had  no  need  to 

u  Corowa.     There    were    several  borrow  it  from  the  Latins  or  Greeks. 

paces  in  Asia  Minor  that  might  be  The  sirens  were  said  to  dwell  in  a  small 

■•••flated  to  this  name.    Caria,  or  island  off  Cape  Pelorus,  in  Sicily.   This 

jj^Ctria  colony,  was  possibly  meant,  shows  the  direction  in  which  our  Scots, 

"*  boundaries  of  this  country  varied  or  wanderers,  were  then  steering. 

**tas*iy  at  different  times.    It  was        "  Wax.    This  story  is  also  told  by 

**°  «Ued  Phosnia,  from  a  Phoenician  Homer,  of  Ulysses.    It  was  apparent- 

°°^7  settled  there.     Caria  is  now  ly  one  of  the  wonderful  yarns  of  the 

fctod  Adineffi.    It  is  true  that  Caria  primitive  mariners,  and  »id  of  all  those 


172  THE  HISTORY  OF  IBBLAKD. 

Thus  they  oontinued  their  voyage,  until  they  had  reached  the 
point17  of  the  Eiphean  mountains,  in  the  North,  where  they  cast 
anchor  and  landed.  It  was  here  that  Caicher  prophesied  to  them, 
that  they  should  find  no  fixed  settlement  to  awell  in,  until  they 
had  landed  in  Eri ;  mentioning,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  not 
themselves,  but  their  posterity,  that  were  destined  to  possess  thai 
land. 

From  this  point  they  then  wandered,  until  they  came  to  Gothia, 
where  Lamfinn  had  a  renowned  son,  who  was  named  Eber  Ghra- 
Finn,18  i.  e.  Eber  of  the  white-knee.  For  thirty  years  they  abode 
in  Gothia,  and  there  some  of  their  race  remain  to  the  present  day. 
In  testimony  of  this  Gilla-Caemain  has  left  us  the  following 
rami: 

"  The  skilful,  truthful  race  of  Gaedal 
Dwelt  thirty0  years  in  that  land, 
And  some  of  them  abide  still  yonder, 
And  there  shall  dwell  'till  earth's  test  doom.11 

But  some  others  of  our  historians  are  of  opinion,  that  one 
hundred  and  thirty  years  was  the  period  that  the  Gaels  dwelt  in 
Gothia,  to  wit,  from  Eber  Glun-Finn  to  Bratha,  son  of  Degatha  at 
Degh-fatha,"  son  of  Ercadh,  son  of  Alloid  or  Ellod,  son  of  Nu- 

that  made  distant   voyages.     As  the  the    absurdities   hero  recounted.    To 

Phoenicians  were  the  first  mariners,  it  bring  the  clan  of  Eber  Scot  to  a  land 

must  have  originated  with  them,  and  that  could  not  have  been  called  "Go- 

from  them  most  likely  the  Gaels  re-  thia"  forages  after,  our  poets  follow- 

ceived  it  ing  the  track  of  this  dabbler  in  Latin 

"  Riphean  Mountains,  in  the  North,  fancied  that  the  Sea  of  Azof  was  00» 

This  is  evidently  in  contradiction  with  nected  with  the  Northern  Ocean,  by  I 

what  has  gone  before.    We  have  seen  Narrow  Sea  by  the  Riphean  Mom 

them  get  into  the  Narrow  Sea,  or  Sea  tains,  which  existed  only  in  their  imagl 

of  Azof,  from  the  east,  thence  they  were  nations. 

driven  by  a  storm  into  the  Pontic  Sea,  "  Eber    Glun-Finn.      Thk  fa 

and  land:  in  Caronia :  we  next  see  them  third  time  we  meet  with  the  nan 

in  the  neighborhood  of  Sicily,  where  the  amongBt  the  Gaelic  chieftains, 

sirens  were  said  to  be.     As  we  are  finn's  own  name,  also,  was  uiobafcfa 

never  told  that  they  sot  back  again  Eber, for  "  Lamfinn,''!.  e. "  Fair Hatty 

into  the  Narrow  Sea,  their  course  must  was  most  probably  an  epithet  given  ill 

have  been    still   southward,  and  the  the  sake  of  distinction, 

point  of  the  Riphean  Mountains  in  the  "  Tfiirty.    "Trichad"  (TkrmgkU4 

north,  if  it  be  not  altogether  imaginary,  thirty  may    have     been  written   Ij 

can  only  moan  the  Northern  Pillar  of  mistake  for  •'  tri  chid"  (three  ghafi 

Hercules,    or  Mount  Calpe,  now  Gib*  three  hundred,  and  led  to  the  d* — "~ 

raltar,  which  lies  opposite  Abyla,  on  ancies  discussed  in  the  next  par 

the  African  coast,  which  was  the  8outh-  "  Degh-Futha.     This  word 

em  Pillar  of  Hercules.  The  translation  "  good  cause"  or  "  good  fate,"  Le.  pvH 

or    version    of    the   "  Gaorthluighe"  perous.    With  all  its  aspirations,  H I 

(Gayhluee)  of  Gaelic  legend  into  "  Go-  written   "  Degh-fhatha,"    (Dtoyafc*  0 

thia,"  by  some  bard  who  had  received  Dyaha.) 
a  smattering  of  Latin,  was  the  origin  of 
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:3a th,  son  of  Nenual,  6on  of  Ebric,11  son  of  Eber  Glun-Finn,  who 
■as  born  in  Gothia,  son  of  Lamfinn,  who  was  the  first  of  their 
bi?ftaius  that  came  to  that  country.  Now,  as  ao  many  gener- 
iions  could  not  have  passed  by  in  thirty  years,  I  am  convinced 
iafc  the  latter  opinion  is  the  true  one.  '1  here  are  other  historians, 
rain,  who  assert  that  the  Gaels  resided  in  Gothia  for  three 
indred  years.  But  this  assertion  cannot  be  true,  for  wo  have 
en  above,  that  according  to  the  dates  of  the  several  invasions, 
jere  were  not  three  hundred  years  in  full  from  the  drowning  of 
btaraoU  in  the  Red  Sea,  to  the  landing  of  the  sons  of  Miledh  in 
eland.  Then  the  opinion  last  mentioned  cannot  be  correct;  for 
lo  Gaels  went  through  the  whole  of  their  wanderings  in  less 
tan  that  time,  to  wit,  from  Egypt  to  Crete  or  Candia,  from 
■rete  to  Seythia,  from  Seythia  to  Gothia,  from  Gothia  to  Spain, 
■om  Spain  to  Seythia,  from  Seythia  to  Egypt,  from  Egypt  to 
'hrace,  from  Thrace  to  Gothia,  and  from  Gothia  to  Spain,  and 
naJly  from  Spain  to  Ireland. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Or  THE  MIGRATIONS  OF  TOE  6AM»  FKOJI  GOTOTA  TO  SPAIN,  &C. 

Bbatiia,  son  of  Dogatha  or  Dcgli-Fatha,  the  eighth  in  descent 
from  Eber  Glun-Finn,  i.  c.  of  the  White-Knee,  emigrated  from 
Gotbia,  near  Crete  and  Sicily,1  to  Spain,  in  the  South  of  Europe, 
with  the  crews  of  four  ships,  as  Gilla-  Caemhain  toll3  us  in  the 
following  verse : 

**  Ebric.  The  aspirated  farm  of  Eastern  Iberi,  throughthePonticSeato 
this  name  is  "Ebhric"  (Aivric).  It  is  the  quarter  of  the  airens  ISicilj),  and 
otherwise  written.  Febliric  (Fuirrk).  leiiviiL",'  them  in  <.fiu:thhiiguu,  uuder  his 
It  a  clearly  a  derivative  from  libber  or  son  Eber  GIun-Fin,  and  in  that  same 
Eber  {Áioer'),  a.  name  already  become  (Jaethluighc,  near  Crete  awl  Sicily,  we 
fri^qnent  amongst  Ike  Clan  of  Eber  the  now  fin. I  limn  ivjain,  umkr  hh  ninth  de- 
Scot,  scendant,  Bratha.     Hence  it  ia  obvious 

'  Gotliia  near  Crete  and  Sicily.     We  that  '-Gael  alia,"  not   Gothia,  most   be 

here   «ee   the  great  mistake  of  haying  the  country  meant,  and  that  onr"CIan- 

trinilated  ■'  Gaethluigbe"  by  "  GLilliia,"  na  Ebir"   «-cm  nil  this  time  spreading 

lowbico  it  has  but  slight  resemblance,  themselves    in  Northeru     Africa  and 

even  in  letters.    We  have  ami  Limihni  rinuthern  Europe,  in   the  region  of  tha 

leading  the    Clan   of  Eber  from   the  Western  Iberi.     The   following  is   the 

neighborhood    of    the    Caspian    an  J  learned    and    venerable     0 'Flaherty's 

Haiine  Seas,  and  the  land  of  the  Ama-  opinion  on  this  subject : 

infact,fromlhevcryregionofthe  "Therefore    IoJsGuii,    having    left 
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"  DegathaVi  0011,  oar  honored  Broth», 
His  host  from  Crete  to  Sicily 
Brought  in  four  stoat,  swifreailing 
And  thence  to  Southern  Hispany." 

It  is  from  this  our  Bratha,  that  Bragantia,  in  Portugal,  (or 
Port-na-n  Gall,)  where  lies  .the  present  dukedom  of  Braganza,  has 
received  its  name. 

These  are  the  four  chiefs  that  accompanied  Bratha  in  his  voy- 
age to  Spain,  namely,  Oghi  and  Ughi,  the  two  sons  of  Alicia, 
son  of  Nenual,  with  Mantan  and  Caicher.  There  were  fourteen 
wedded  couples,  and  six  hired  soldiers  in  each  ship.  Upon  their 
landing  they  gave  three  defeats  to  the  previous  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  that  is,  to  the  posterity  of  Tubal,  son  of  Japhet  But 
a  sudden  plague  came  upon  the  sons  of  Allod,  so  that  they  all 
perished,  with  the  exception  of  ten. 

Bredgan,  son  of  Bratha,  establishes  his  sway  in  Spain — Founds 

Brigantium. 

However,  they  soon  multiplied  again,  and  Breogan,1  son  of 
Bratha,  was  born.  This  was  that  Breogan  who  shattered  the 
power  of  Spain,  in  so  many  fights.  It  was  he  also  that  founded 
or  built  Brigantia,*  near  Corunoa,  and  Breogan's  Tower  in  Corunna 
itself. 


Scythia,  mod  his  fether  having  died  on  thefirst  inhabitants   of  Africa, 

the  voyage  thence,  settled  in  Gaeth-  king,  Iarbas,  granted  Byrsa,thejmana> 

luighe,  where  a  son  was  born  for  him,  whereon  Carthage  was  built  to  Dido." 
named  Eber  Glun-Finn,  of  whom  the       '  Bredgan.    From  this  chieftain  Iks 

bard  has  sung :  Gaels  are  said  to  have  taken  the  nasi 

Gtur  gon-otrdbtre  in  Ha  "  Clanna  Breogain,"  latinised  M  Brigan- 

Do  Lamhíbina  mbftc  Aghnoaibtim,  tes."  The  name  may  be  otherwise  writ* 

^  commutable  with  eo  in  the  Irish  laa- 

*  -^i^ííJSfií*     1 P18^    Thus  we  say  " ftrn  ( Ibtr)  aad 

?o  toto,^^ig^b^  *«&»  {feére),  i.  Jgran,  IndiscW 

Tb«  whit«-kne«d  Eb«r  of  brUAt  swiy,  nately.    Breoghan  (Breton)  is  derives1 

Tl»  «arlv-toirod  gHDMn  «rflMwta.  eitner  ft^m  «  g,^  (^j  tfttHgtf,  OT 

u  Some  will  have  this  country  Gothia,  from  "  hieo"  fire,  and  not  from  "  bmfh* 

though  it  is  everywhere  called  Gaeth-  (broo)  or  "  brog"  (brufg)t%dtPeUmg9m 

luighe  by  our  writers.    Gothia  has  not  some  have  supposed,  in  guessing  aftne 

the  smallest  resemblance  to  the  word ;  etymology  of  the  name  of  the  Bngaataa 
and  to  translate  it  so,  inverts  the  order       *   Brigantia.    Brigantium  was  the 

of  history.    Gothia  is  an  island  in  the  name  by  which  this  city  was  known  in 

Baltic  Sea,  of  no  antiquity.    Galatiais  the  Romans.    To  it  they  added  the 

not  unlike  it,  in  sound,  out  that  name  of  title  "FlaviunT  or  "Flavian,"  froal 

the  country  of  the  Asiatic  Galli  is  the  family-name  of  one  of  their  esnma» 

much  more  modern.  *     *   *    I   am  rors,  in  order  to  distinguish  it  froal 

really  of  opinion,  that  those  people,  other  cities  of  the  Brigantea,  one  ol 

whom  our  writers  have  called  Gaeth-  which  is  now  called  Bregenta,  in  t|e 

might,  are  Gaetulians,  descended  from  T^yroL  Ttia  Brigantium  founded  by  Urn» 


its 

"Jlaiiywalfetit  many  wan 
+  Upon  ft»  void  l^  of  Mala, 

BrotaBwSgan  of  the  battle's  din, 
11*  builder  of  Brigantia." 

23ns  Bredgan  had  ten  son»,  namely,  Breóga,  Fuad,  Mnrthenmit 
"    i,  Cnala,  %dh,Ebleo,  Nar,  »h  Sd  Bili,  (Uflla*.)    Iá 
r  of  these  Gflla  Caemhan  made  the  following  rann : 

*  Breeganli  tea  sons,  whose  feme  shall  ttre, 
Were  Bright*  Fuad,  Mwtfcemni, 
Oaaflgni,  Oaala,  with  Bkdh,  tile  fame, 
■bfinl  and  N ar  aad  Ithaad  ML-     . 

• 

GakmV  wIk>  »  called  «Miledh  Eabaini,"  L  e.  the  hem  of 
\  in  Gaelic,  and  in  Latin,  Milesiua,  waa  the  bob  of  ihe  BiK 
named.    Now,  although  Bili  he  the  last  named  of  the  bom 

Breogan  in  the  list  here  given,  still  otur  ancient  authors  all 
'  that  he  was  ihe  eldest  son  of  this  chieftain.    - 


MBedh  cf  Spain,  ar  Jfifentu,  L  e.  Galamh,  son  qf  SQi%  *w»  flf 

Bredgan. 

^'  When,  then,  the  tafia  of  Breogan  had  increased  and  multiplied, 

mui  had  acquired  the  masterdom  of  nearly  all  Spain,  there  was 

"torn  to  Bili,  son  of  Breogan,  a  renowned  son,  of  most  glorious 

deeds,  and  he  was  then  called  Galamh;  but  he  has  been  since 

0trled  Miledh  of  Spain.    This  youth  was  seized  with  the  desire 

of  sailing  to  Seythia,  in  order  to  visit  his  kinsmen  and  to  do 

'them  service,  in  a  fleet  well  manned  with  the  young  men  of 

Spain.    Having  resolved  upon  this  voyage,  he  equipped  thirty 

^rnps,  in  each  of  which  he  placed  its  requisite  crew  or  warriors. 

Jle  then  launched  his  fleet  upon  the  mediterranean  Sea,  and 

jailed  directly  North-east*  by  Sicily  and  Crete,  until  he  arrived 

act  Seythia.     w  hen  he  had  reached  the  Scythian  land,  he  sent 

worn  to  Befloir,  son  of  Neman,  who  was  then  king  of  Seythia, 

and  who  was  descended  from  that  Befloir,  son  of  Eifill,  whom  we 

l»*e  mentioned  heretofore.    When  Miledh  appeared  before  the 

fcfag,  he  got  a  kindly  welcome,  and  in  time  he  was  made  general 

7*p  h  now  celled  Betansos.  It  Is  situ-  derived  from  "  Gal/'  battle,  bravery,  Ac, 

*g3  in  Qalicia,  on  the  Bay  of  Corunna,  by  the  addition  of  the  suffix  "  mh" — 

T***t  five  leagues  south  of  'the  latter  just  as  "  brethemh"  (brfhiv),  a  judge, 

*£•     It  is  named  Catfaair  Bhreogbain  is  formed  from  "  breith"  (brih),  judg* 

Y™***  Frvowmn),  I  e.  Bre&gan's  For-  mint 

^1*»  by  some  Inah  writers.  'North-out.   This  route  would  hare 

.  .^cJa«A.TbeimmeaGalainb"(Cral-  taken  him  to  Phoenicia  or  Oilicia  <tt* 

{■9  taav  mean  the  same  thing  as  u  M>  rent 
Uh*  (JUA),  i.  e.  hero  or  warrior, 
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of  the  Scythian  army,  and  he  received  in  marriage  a  daughter  of 
the  king,  whose  name  was  Seng,  and  who  bore  him  two  sons 
named  Donn6  and  Arech  Februadh.  Now,  when  Miledh  had 
dwelt  for  some  time  in  Scythia,  his  success  against  the  tyranti 
and  robbers  of  that  country  was  so  great,  that  he  became  very 
much  beloved  by  the  inhabitants.  When  Kipg  Befloir  perceived 
this,  he  was  seized  with  fear,  lest  Miledh  might  rise  up  against 
himself,  and  strive  to  deprive  him  of  the  kingdom  of  Scythia. 
For  this  reason  he  plotted  the  death  of  Miledh,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  of  his  being  his  own  son-in-law.  But  Miledh  heard  Of 
the  plot,  and  thereupon  seized  upon  a  favorable  opportunity,  and 
put  King  Refloir  to  death  first. 

He  then  called  together  and  assembled  his  own  faithful  follow- 
ers, and  put  out  to  sea  with  the  crews  of  threescore  ships.  And  he 
steered  straight  over  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  until  he  reached  the 
mouths  of  the  Nile.  There  he  landed,  and  sent  an  embassy  to 
Pharaoh  Nectonibus,  letting  him  know  of  his  arrival ;  and  the 
king  sent  ambassadors  of  his  own  to  meet  Miledh,  and  to  conduct 
him  to  his  presence.  And  when  Miledh  appeared  before  the  king: 
he  was  made  welcome  to  the  land,  and  a  territory  was  granted 
to  him  and  his  people  to  dwell  thereupon.  It  is  in  record  of  this 
voyage  of  Miledh,  from  Scythia  to  Egypt,  that  Gilla-Caemhan 
composed  the  following  rann : 

u  Miledh,  the  sire  of  oar  goodly  dans, 
Slew  Kin£  Refloir,  the  well-befriended. 
Then  hastily  fled  he  yon  hostile  land, 
And  found  other  fields  by  the  bounteous  Niks." 

The  reader  must  here  observe,  that  the  two  sons  which  Seng 
daughter  of  Refloir,  had  borne  to  Miledh,  namely,  Donn  and 
Arech  Februadh,  accompanied  him  in  his  voyage  to  Egypt,  their 
mother  having  previously  died  in  Scythia. 

At  this  time,  there  was  a  great  war  between  Pharaoh  and  the 
king  of  Ethiopia.  Pharaoh  made  Miledh  the  commander  of  hit 
army,  when  he  had  estimated  his  bravery  and  valor,  and.  sent 
him  to  meet  the  forces  of  Ethiopia  therewith.  There  then  ensued 
many  engagements  and  conflicts,  between  the  forces  under  tbe 
command  of  Miledh  and  those  of  the  Ethiopians.  In  these  he 
so  successful  that  his  fame  and  renown  spread  through  all 


•  Donn.    This  chieftain,  the  eldest  Arech   Februadh    (Aragh   Ferrool), 

son  of  Miledh,  was  otherwise  called  were  afterwards  lost  off  the  coast  ok 

Kber  Donn,  i.  e.  the  Brown  fiber,  to  Ireland.    "  Febraadh"  may  mean  nd* 

distinguish  him  from  his  brother,  fiber  browed,  or  it  may  be  a  contracted  him 

Finn,  i.  e.  the  Fair  Ebcr,  Miledh 'a  eld-  of  M  fiber"  or  "  Febric  roaóV  L  e.  tha 

est  son  by  Scota,  the  Egyptian  prin-  red  fiber. 
com.    Both  Donn  and   nit   brother, 
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tionvwhereupon  Pharaoh  gave  him  one  of  his  own  daughters 
tQ  iffcb.  This  lady  was  called  Soota,  from  being  the  wife  of 
M3édh,  who  was  of  the  Scotic  race.  She  bore  her  husband  two 
aoas  in  Egypt,  namely,  Eber  Finn  and  Amerghin. 

As  soon  as  ever  Miledh  had  landed  in  Egypt,  he  sent  twelve 
of  the  young  menlhat  had  accompanied  him,  to  learn  the  prin- 
cipal arts  of  Egypt.  Thus  each  or  them  had  become  expert  in 
lis  own  particular  profession,  by  the  end  of  the  seven  years  that 
Miledh  resided  in  the  land  of  the  Pharaohs. 

Miledh  at  length  remembered  him,  that  the  druid  Caicher  had 
^prophesied  long  before,  to  his  ancestor,  Lamfinn,  that  Ireland 
was  the  land  in  which  it  was  destined  that  his  posterity  should 
obtain  a  lasting  sovereignty.     Upon  this  he  fitted  out  three  ships, 
supplied  them  with  crews,  and  took  his  leave  of  Pharaoh.     He 
-then  set  sail  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  into  the  Mediterranean, 
mnd  landed  on  an  island  near  Thrace.    It  is  called  Irena,*  ana 
'there  it  was  that  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  was  born.     Thence  he  sailed 
"to  an  island8  called  Gothia,  in  the  strait  leading  into  the  northern 
«xsean.    There  he  made  some  stay,  and  there  it  was  that  Scota 
tx>re  him  a  son,  namely,  Colpa,  styled  the  Swordsman.    Thence 
lie  set  sail  into  the  northern  strait  which  separates  Europe  from 
,  and  passed  onward,  leaving  Europe  on  the  left,  to  the 
,  until  he  reached  Cruthin-tuath,*  i.  e.  the  land  of  the  Cruth- 
igh  or  Picts,  which  is  called  Alba.    He  plundered  the  coasts 
<?f  that  country,  and  thence  sailed  along  the  coast  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, leaving  it  on  the  right,  until  he  reached  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Rén  (1.  e.  the  Rhine) ;  thence,  sailing  westward  and  south- 
ward, he  leaves  France  on  his  left,  and  at  length  lands  in  Biscay.10 

7  Irena.    Samothrace  may  be  the  isle  arrival  of  the  Cruthnigh  in  the  British 

meant.    This    isle    was    peopled    by  Isles,  during  the  reign  of   the  Irish 

Pelagians,  Thracians,  and  Phoenicians,  king  Erimhon,  be  correct.  "•  Cruthnech" 

It  was  famed  for  its  religions  mysteries.  (Crdhnagh)  is  the  nominative  singular 

Í*8  soil  was  deemed  sacred,  and  hence  of  Cruthnigh. — It  is  to  be  noted,  that 

l\  v*8  an  inviolable  asylum  to  all  fugi-  the  termination  **  igh"  (th  and  /g),  when 

tives.     From  this  possibly  comes  the  ending  a  word,  applied  as  a  national  or 

***&&  Irena,  which  means  peace,  i.  e.  family-name,  throughout  this  transla- 

^Uprjvn,"    given  to  it  in  the  text,  tion,  is  to  be  taken  in  the  plural ;  that 

^itedh  may  well  have  put  in  there  in  fe> if  it  has  no  Irish  nominative,  such  as 

S  ^hich  seems  to  have  been  a  pi-  "0,"  "Mac,"  "  Ui,"  «  Claim,"  &c,  be- 

^ticaj  expedition  of  his.  ^ore  ^ "»  m  ^ne  latter  case  it  is  used  in 

,'  *n  island.     Here,  again,  we  have  ^e  genitive  singular.    The  nominative 

gothia"  put  for  "  Gaethluighe."  and  singular  of  all  such  words  ends  mvari- 

8?^racke  for  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  ably  in  "  acn"  or  "  cch"  ("#*)• ,  The9e 

*  Cruthin4uath.    This  name  is  pro-  terminations  correspond  with  the  "  us" 

nonnced    Chruhin-tooah,  and    the    in-  and  "i"  of  the  Latins,  and  the  «•  o? ' 

^itants  of    the  land    so-called    are  and  uoiv  of  the  Greeks. 

^'^d  Cruthnigh  (Cruhnig  or  Cruhnih).        *•  Biscay.    A  province  in  the  north- 

™  name  is  prematurely  applied  in  this  west  angle  of  Spain,  lying  on  the  At- 

rertance,  if  the  account  given  of  the  lantic  Ocean,  and  bordering  on  France, 

12 
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Xow,  when  he  had  arrived  in  this  land,  his  kinsmen  come  to 
bid  him  welcome,  and  they  tell  him  that  the  Gothi,  and  sereral 
other  foreign  nations,  were  harassing  both  their  country  and  all 
Spain.  Upon  hearing  this,  Miledh  summoned  his  own  partisans 
throughout  Spain,  and  when  they  had  come  together  he  marched 
with  them,  and  with  the  forces  he  had  brought  with  him  in  his 
fleet,  against  the  foreigners  and  the  Gothi,  and  routed  them  in 
fifty -four  battles,  and  thus  drove  them  completely  out  of  Spain. 
After  this,  both  he  and  his  kinsmen,  the  sons  of  Breogan,  son 
of  Bratha,  held  the  sovereignty  of  the  greater  part  of  that 
country. 

Miledh  had  now  thirty-two  sons,  as  the  bard  informs  us,  in  the 
following  verse: 

"  Thirty  sons  and  two 
Had  Miledh,  the  white-handed, 
Of  these  there  came,  we  know, 
Bat  eight  brave  sons  to  Eri." 

Twenty-four  of  these  sons  had  been  born  to  him  of  concubines, 
before  he  had  left  Spain  for  Scythia.  The  other  eight  were  born 
of  the  two  wives,  who  had  been  successively  married  to  him. 
Seng,  daughter  of  Kefloir,  king  of  Scythia,  bore  two  of  them  to 
him  in  Scythia,  namely,  Donn  and  Arech  Februadh,  and  Soota, 
daughter  of  Pharaoh  Ncctonibus,  bore  the  other  six,  namely, 
two  in  Egypt,  Eber  Finn  and  Amerghin,  Ir  on  the  sea  of  Thrace, 
Colpa  of  tne  Sword,  in  Gothia,  Arannán  and  Erimhón,  in  Gal- 
licia. 

As  the  bard  has  sung  in  the  following  lay : 

"  Those  sons  of  Galamh  of  bright  smile, 
Of  him  called  Miledh  of  Esbain, 
Eight  victors  in  a  thousand  fields, 
Bay,  what  land  saw  those  heroes'  birth  f 

from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Py-  in,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  tfct 

renees.    It  is  inhabited  by  a  people  Gaels,  Scots  and  Iberi  were  aU  of  one 

speaking  a  language  peculiar  to  them-  and  the  same  stock.    It  only  remains 

selves,  that  is,  completely  different  from  to  prove  to  what  race  of  men  the  latter 

any  tongue  in  Europe  whose  forms  have  people  belonged.  ^  This  can  now  bt 

yet  been  investigated  by  competent  per-  done  by  comparative  etymology  alone. 

sons.    If  these  people  be  the  represent-  Any  person  who   presumes   to  pro- 

atives  of  the  old  Iberi,  the  idiom  of  nounce  against  the  Irish  tradition  on 

the  Gaels  must  certainly  have  been  this  subject,  without  having  made  a 

lost  in  that  of  the  Celts,  who  inhabited  scientific  comparison  of  the  Basque  and 

Ireland  before  them.    To  any  scholar,  Gaelic, and  without  finding ontwhetfaor 

who  can  understand  the  Irish  language,  the  Basques  are  really  the  Iberi,  is  hew 

and  can  read  the  old  traditional  frag-  but  an  ignorant  pretender,  whatever  be 

ments  of  history  remaining  extant  there-  his  learning  on  other  matter* 
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"  Bed4*owed  Arech  and  warlik»  Doon 
l  Were  born  both  on  Scythian  soil — 

Jo  Egypt'*  sonny  dime  were  born 
The  lair-haired  Eber  and  Amerghin. 

"  And  Ir,  that  brave  beyond  compeer, 
Wee  torn  off  the  Thracian  •bore— 
The  swordsman,  Colpa,  first  saw  light, 
When  Miteda  camped  in  GaetUiaV1  gleoe. 

44  At  Breogan's  lofty  tower  wore  born 
Arannin  and  great  ^rimhon, 
The  youngest  of  those  fanltkss  braves, 
Whose  worth  has  swelled  the  roioe  of  song." 

Now,  when  the  children  of  Breógan,  son  of  Bratha,  had  thus 

increased,  they  were  of  sufficient  strength  and  numbers  to  cope 

with  any  power  in  Spain.     Not  satisfied,  however,  with  the 

greatness  of  their  power  there,  they  resolved  upon  extending 

weir  sway  over  other  lands.    They  had  also  another  motive  for 

this.    There  was,  at  that  period,  a  scarcity  of  food  in  Spain, 

which  had  lasted  for  twenty-six  years;  it  was  caused  by  the 

«eat  drought  of  the  seasons.    They  were  prompted  to  it,  also. 

toy  the  number  of  conflicts  they  had  to  maintain  with  the  Gothi,* 

and  the  several  other  foreign  nations,  with  whom  they  had  to 

contend  for  the  sovereignty  of  Spain.    They  then  held  council 

»  to  what  country  they  should  invade,  and  as  to  whom  they 

ffhonld  send  to  reconnoitre  it    Upon  this,  they  resolved  to  choose 

Ith,  son  of  Breógan,  son  of  Bratha,  who  was  both  a  valiant 

champion  and  an  intelligent  man,  well  instructed  in  the  sciences, 

to  reconnoitre  the  isle  of  Eri.     The  place  where  they  adopted 

this  counsel  was  the  Tower  of  Breógan,  in  Gallicia.    Thus  it 

happened  that  they  sent  Ith  to  Eri.    It  was  not,  as  some  assert, 

that  he  had  seen  it,  like  a  white  cloud,  on  a  winter's  night,  from 

tóe    top  of  Breogan's  Tower.     There  had  been  an  acquaintance 

*n*i   intercourse,  long  previous  to  this,  between  Eri  and  Esbain ; 

yr  A*e  have  seen  that  Eocaidh,  son  of  Ere,  the  last  king  of  the 

jjfeivBolgs,  had  married  Talti,  daughter  of  Maghmor,  king  of 

^ooin.    They  had  been,  then,  in  the  habit  of  mutually  trading 

^_  Gaethlta's.  The  word  used  in  the  since.    These  "  Gaethluigh',  might  be 

J7P***ial  old  duan    quoted    above,  is  Gaetulian  mercenaries  of  the  Phoeni- 

yj^^thluighe.**    It  shows  where  Mi-  cians  or  Carthagenians.     The  latter 

??•  ^as,  when  he  was  said  to  be  in  nation  nearly  always  carried    on  its 

j^ia.  wars  by  mercenaries.     Could  the  Gae- 

u «      Gothi.    Here,  again,  we  meet  the  tulian  nation  be  a  branch  of  the  Gaels 

.^^tMingh"    of  the    Pagan    bards,  themselves?  "  Gaedhalach"  (Gaylagh), 

™*^fonned  into  "  Gothi."    Spain  was,  Gaelic,  differs  but  very  slightly  m>m 

*?  *j*onbt,  then  subject  to  the  invasion  "Gaethalach"  (Gayhalagh),  Gaetulian. 

01  African  hordes,  as  it  has  been  often 
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one  with  tbe  other,  and  of  exchanging  their  wares  and  valuables, 
long  before  Ith,  son  of  Breogan,  had  been  born.  Thus  the 
Esbaiuigh  (or  Spaniards)  knew  Eri,  and  the  Erinnigh  knew  Eft- 
bain,  long  before  Ith,  son  of  Breogan,  had  come  into  existence. 

Ith,  son  of  Breogan^  visits  Ireland — His  death. 

Itb' then  got  his  ship  ready,  and  manned  it  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  He  then  set  sail  and  landed  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, having  cast  his  anchor  in  the  swampy  harbor  of  Magh- 
Itha.u  As  soon  as  he  had  landed,  he  sacrificed  to  Neptunus,14 
the  god  of  the  sea,  and  the  demons  gave  him  evil  omens.  Then 
some  of  the  folk  of  the  country  came  to  meet  him,  and  they  ac- 
costed him  in  the  "Scot-b^rla,"1*  or  Scotic  tongue,  that  is,  in  the 
Gaelic  or  Irish,  and  he  answered  them  in  the  same  language, 
telling  them  that  he  was  of  the  race  of  Magog,  as  well  as  they, 
and  that  the  Scotic  was  his  native  language  as  well  as  theirs. 

Our  historians  infer,  from  this  passage  in  the  Book  of  Con- 
quests, that  the  "Scot-berla,"  called  also  the  Gaelic,  was  the  na- 
tive tongue  of  Nemedh  and  his  people,  and  consequently  of  his 
descendants  the  Fer-Bolgs,  and  accordingly  of  the  Tuatha-Dé- 
Dananns.  This,  indeed,  is  credible,  from  what  we  stated  above, 
to  wit,  that  it  was  Gaedal,  son  of  Ethor,  that  regulated  and  ar- 
ranged the  Scotic  language,  at  the  command  of  Fenius  Farsa ; 
and  that  from  him,  as  we  have  said  before,  the  Scotic  tongue  is 
named  Gaeidilgi  or  Gaelic.  Now,  this  Gaedal  had  been  teaching 
his  schools  in  Scythia,  before  Nemedh  had  emigrated  from  Scy- 
thia  to  Eri,  or  Ireland ;  and,  as  the  u  Scot-bérla    was  the  general 

11  The  Swampy  Harbor  of  Magh-Itk.  ences."  Whether  his  kinsmen   spoke 

There  was   a   place   called   Slemhna  Celtic  or  not  (for  Celtic  is  here  meant  by 

Maighe    n-Itha  (SJUevna    or  S'Uewna  Scot-Bérla),    he  must  have  known  a 

Moye  n-Ika)    near  Loch-Fcbail,  now  language  then  universal   in  Western 

Lough  Foyle.    Perhaps  the  mouth  of  Europe,  to  have  merited  the  title  given 

the   Finn  was  so  called.     The  name  him  in  the  text    The  name  Edirssrel  or 

means  the  "  Slimes,"  or,  rather,  "  Slip-  Eidirsgeol,  whence  the  O'Driscoll'e  or 

pin^s  of  the  plain  of  Ith."  0*  h-Eidirsgeoils,  who  were  amount 

14  Neptunus.  Irish  etymologists  have  tbe  most  distinguished  of  Ith's  de- 
derived  the  name  Neptunus  from  the  scendants  in  the  latter  times»  haw 
Gaelic  words  "  naemh"  (nayv),  sacred,  taken  their  surname,  signifies  in- 
and  4|  Tonn,"  a  wave,  as  if  "  Naemh-  tcrpreter.  It  was  a  name  very  fro» 
thonn"  (Nayphonn).  The  etymology  is  queut  amongst  the  tribe  in  ancient 
fanciful,  but  not  likely.  times,  and  may  have  been  originally 

•  Scot-Berla.    It  is  not  necessary  to  taken  in  commcmoro'ionof  Ith'sXraag 

suppose  that  the  Gaels  and  Tuatha-Dc-  acted  as  interpreter  between  his  kins» 

Dananns  spoke  the  same  language  in  men  and  the  Irish.    Ith  has  been  called 

order  to  account  for  Ith's  converse  with  a  Phoenician.     If  he  was,  Ediraseol 

that  people.    lie  had  been  chosen  for  might  bear  the  construction  of  M  doable» 

the  leader  because  he  was  "  an  intelli-  tongued"  applied  to  the    Phoenician 

gent  man,  well  instructed  in  the  sci-  and  Tyrians  of  old. 


language  of  Scythin,  when  Nemedh  migrated  thence,  our  anti- 
quaries infer,  that  tho  Scotic  language  was  the  proper  language 
of  Nemedh  aud  his  people  on  their  arrival  into  Ireland,  and 
thenceof  all  his  posterity.     It  was  also  that  of  thesonsof  Mitedh, 
whoee  native  tongue  has  ever  been  the  "  Scot-berla,"  from  the 
time  that  Niul  first  left  Scythia  to  the  present  day.     Kistard  Crae- 
Tiachw  (Richard  Creagh),  Primate  of  Ireland,  agrees  in  this  opinion, 
in  the  book  which  he  baa  written  on  the  origin  of  the  Gaelic 
-tongue  and  nation.     Ho  speaks  thus  on  the  subject:  "The  Gaelic 
-tongue  has  been  conslantly  used  in  Ireland,  from  the  arrival  of 
3faroedb,  fix  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  the  Flood,  unto  the 
yresent  day.""     From  what  we  have  now  said,  it  will  not  seem 
improbable,  that  it  was  in  the  Scotic  tongue  that  Ith  and  the 
Tnatba-Dt-Dananns  held  converse  together. 

As  to  Ith,  lie  first  asked  them  both  the  name  of  the  country 
itself,  and  who  they  were  that  held  the  sovereignty  thereof. 
Upon  which,  the  folk,  whom  he  had  met,  told  him  that  the  kings, 
who  theu  held  its  sovereignty,  were  the  three  sons  of  Kerrnad 

"  R-tíard  Cratl-tich.     Properly.  ItL=-  able  to  force  him  into  a  denial  of  liia 

&*rd     O'tond-Chrat-bhaich      \U'MaijU  ancestral    faith,   his    heretic    enemies, 

«fcrnyp-i).     Till-"  distinguished    prelate  lirniing  no  fault  in  the  man,  sought  to 

*od  Cttholfc  martyr,  whan  OUW  haa  trump  up   a  false  accui.-ation   against 

fa«w  already  mentioned  in  the  notes  <>u  him,  d(  which  hta  juiler's  daughter  was 

the  preface  of  ibis  work,  was   in   his  to  have  been  the   instrument     By  this 

youth  reared  to  the  profession  of  mer-  plan  they  hoped  I"  take  away  his  life 

cfawt,  which  was  that  of  his   father,  under  lbs  eo?S  ot  Kiigllah  law.     But 

"While  in   11   Ppaniish  p*irt,  whither  he  when  hip  young  and  beautiful  accuser 

badgntw  on  a  mercantile  voyage,  the  was   brought   into    court   and    placed 

Aipto  which  be  was  attached  founder-  upon  the  bench,  either  it  ruck  with  the 

*din  the  harbor,  awl  all  its  crew  ]*-r-  august  appearance   of  tlie  prelate   or 

■JedVithit,  except  the  young  O'Mael-  frightened  at  the  awful  crime  they  were 

Cnerie,  who  escaped  the  catastrophe  forcing  her  to  commit,  she  became  si- 

hj  hiring  come  ashore  to  attend  the  lenced,  and   refused   to   utter   a  word 

™JÍ3*criEce  of  the  Mass.    Struck  by  against  him.    When  urged  to  speak  by 

™*  preservation,    he     renounced    the  her  wicked  suborners,  she  but  bore  tes- 

""«,  studied  for  the  priesthood,  and  timoiiy  to  the  purity  and  sanctity  of 

*"  in  due  time  ordained  a  member  of  their  victim,  and  declared    that   she 

j^Wy.    Becoming  distinguished  for  would  not  bear  false  witness  against 

°*Pi«y,zeal  and  great  literary  attain-  him,  even  were  she  to  forfeit  her  life 

'""Is,  be  was  consecrated  Archbishop  for  her  adherence  to  truth.    Hiawickcd 

«  Armagh  and  Primate  or  Ireland,  as  persecutors    being    thus  disappointed, 

'■uvea  fitted  to  consoleand  support  and  their  thirst  for  Catholic  and  Irish 

■j  CWholic    couutiymen    under    the  blood  being  still  unslaked,  sent  O'Mael- 

P^fooi  persecution  then  raging  against  Craevie  back   again   to  his  dungeon, 

J™>  by  order  of  their  merciless  foreign  where  he  soon  rendered  up  his  spirit  to 

'."Mi,  Elizabeth  or  England.  The  holy  him   whose   faithful    minister    he   had 

p™«  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  been.— Set  O'Suiiivan'*  Hiitoria  Catlto- 

minions  of  that  ruthless  enemy  of  Ireland  liac  Ibernia. 

"d  of  Ireland's  Church.    By  them  he        "  Oallica  locutio  est  in  usu  in  Hiber- 

*■  »ent  prisoner  to  England,  where  he  nia,  ab  adventu  Nemedi,  anno  630  a 

tag  languished  in  chains.     Not  being  DUuvio,  in  hunc  usque  diem. 
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Mil-beol,  son  of  the  Daghda,  who  reigned  alternately  year  about, 
as  we  have  mentioned  heretofore,  and  that  these  princes  were 
then  at  Ailech-Neid,  in  the  north  of  Ulster,  and  also  that  they 
were  then  in  contention  about  the  wealth  of  their  ancestors. 
Having  heard  this,  Ith  sets  forth  to  meet  them,  attended  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  crew  that  had  manned  his  ship,  and  when  he  had 
arrived  in  the  presence  of  the  sons  of  Kermad,  from  whom  he 
received  a  courteous  welcome,  these  princes  explain  to  him  the 
cause  of  their  dispute,  lie,  upon  his  part,  told  them  that  it  was 
stress  of  weather  that  had  forced  him  to  land,  and  that  he  meant 
to  make  no  delay,  but  to  sail  back  immediately  to  his  own  home. 

Upon  this,  as  the  Danann  kings  found  Ith  to  be  both  a  learned 
and  experienced  man,  they  made  him  their  judge  in  the  dispute 
that  was  between  them.  His  decision  then  was,  that  the  disputed 
wealth  should  be  divided  into  three  equal  parts,  and  that  each 
should  receive  one  of  them  as  his  share.  He  then  began  to 
praise  Eri,  declaring  that  it  was  wrong  for  them  to  be  at  strife 
with  one  another,  while  their  country  was  so  abounding  in  honey 
and  in  fruit,  in  fish  and  in  milk,  in  vegetables  and  corn,  and 
while  its  air  was  of  so  happy  a  temperature,  between  heat  and 
cold.  He  added,  that  if  the  country  were  divided  into  three 
parts  between  them,  that  it  were  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  them  all.  Ith  then  took  his  leave  of  them,  and 
marched  with  his  hundred  warriors  towards  his  ship. 

But  the  sons  of  Kermad  had  taken  account  of  the  praises 
bestowed  by  Ith  upon  the  clime  and  soil  of  Eri ;  and  they,  there- 
upon thought  if  he  should  reach  his  own  country,  that  he  would 
bring  back  with  him  a  numerous  host,  in  order  to  make  a  con- 
quest of  the  isle.  They  then  resolved  to  dispatch  MacCoill  in 
pursuit  of  him,  with  a  host  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men;  and 
these  overtook  Ith.  Ith  thereupon  placed  himself  in  the  rear  of 
his  people,  and  thus  brought  them  to  northern  Mngh-Itha. 
Here  there  was  a  general  conflict  between  Ith's  band  of  Gaelic 
warriors  and  those  of  MacCoill.  Ith  was  mortally  wounded  in 
the  fight,  but  his  companions  bore  him  to  his  ship,  and  he  died 
at  sea,  on  the  voyage  homeward,  and  was  buriea  in  Spain,  his 
corpse  having  been  first  exj)oscd  to  the  sons  of  Miledh,  in  order 
to  incite  them  to  wreak  vengeance  upon  the  sons  of  Kermad  for 
his  death. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  historians  that  Drom-Lighen18  was  the 

I)lace  where  Ith  was  slain,  and  that  Magh-Itha  was  the  place  of 
lis  burial ;  but  the  foregoing  account  is  the  more  generally 
ceived,  and  the  more  likely  to  be  the  true  one. 

m  Drom-Lighen.    This  place  is  situ-    word  is  pronounced  Drum-Lee*. 
atcd  in  the  county  of  Donegal.    The 


CHAPTER  VDL 


of  thx  invasion  or  Ireland  by  the  sons  or  ioledh  ob 

MLE8IUS,  AJSTD  OF  THE    COUNTRY  WHENCE  THEY  HAD  COKE 


Hector  Boethius  asserts,  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  History 
of  Scotland,  that  Eber  and  Erimhón  were  the  sons  of  Gaedal 
But  this  cannot  be  true!  for  Cormac  Mac  Culinan  tells  ns,  in  his 
Chronicle,  that  Gaedal  was  the  ootemporary  of  Moses.  It  is  as- 
serted in  the  Book  of  Conquests,  also,  that  it  was  at  the  end  of 
two  handled  and  eighty-three  yearsf  after  the  drowningof  Pha- 
raoh, that  the  sons  of  Miledh.  arrived  in  Ireland  Therefore 
Gaedal  could  not  be  the  father  of  Eber  and  Erimhón.  It  is  also 
seen  that  Gaedal  was  not  their  father,  by  King  Cormac's  enumer- 
ation of  the  generations  from  Galamh,  who  is  called  Miledh  Es- 
or  the  Hero  of  Spain. 

Here  follows  the  pedigree  of  Galamh,  called  Miledh  of  Spain, 
or  Milesius,  according  to  the  holy  King  Cormac  Mac  Colinan : 


Galamh,  son  of 
Bili,  son  of 
Breogan  or  Bregan, 

son  of 
Bratha,  son  of 
Degatha,  son  of 
Abcadh,  son  of 
Alloid,  son  of 

NUADATH,  Son  Of 

Nenual,  son  of 


Fsbbio  Glas,  son  of 
Eber  Glun-finn, 

son  of 
Lamfinn,  son  of 
Agnon  or  Adnon, 

son  of 
Tath,  son  of 

EOGAMHAN,  SOn  of 

Beogamhan,  son  of 
Eber  Scot,  son  of 


Sru,  son  of 
Esbu,  son  of 
Gaedal  Glas, 

son  of 
Niul,  son  of 
Fenius  FARSÁ,son  of 
Baath,  son  of 
Magog,  son  of 
Japhet,  son  of 
Noah. 


The  Scotch  or  Albanian  Gaels  of  1lie  same  Origin  with  the 

Gaels  of  Ireland. 

On  reading  the  History  of  Hector  Boethius,  one  might  suppose 
that  the  Gaels  or  Gaedalians  of  Alba  (Scotland)  are  sprung  from 
some  Gaedal  different  from  the  Gaedal  who  was  the  progenitor 
of  the  Gaels  of  Eri  (Ireland).  I,  however,  rest  satisfied  with 
what  John  Major,  a  respectable  Scotch  author,  says  upon  the 
subject,  when  he  tells  us  that  the  Gaels  of  Scotland  have  de- 
scended from  the  Gaels  of  Ireland.    He  speaks  in  the  following 

[188] 
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manner:  "  For  this  reason  I  assert,  that  the  Scotch  are  descended 
from  the  same  stock  as  the  Irish,  whatever  be  the  source  whence 
the  latter  nation  has  come."1  Bede  agrees  in  this  opinion,  where 
he  says,  in  the  first  chapter  of  his  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Brit- 
ain, that  "in  the  course  of  some  time  after  the  Britons  and  Picts, 
Britain  received  a  third  race  into  its  Pictish  division  or  portion ; 
a  race  that  came  from  Hibcrnia  under  the  leadership  of  Rheuda, 
and  which  seized  upon  a  fixed  settlement  for  itself  amongst  the 
Picts,  either  by  friendship  or  by  arms,  of  which  they  hold  pos- 
session to  the  present  time."2  Hence  we  must  understand,  ac- 
cording to  Bede,  that  it  was  from  Ireland  that  the  Scotic  nation 
emigrated  to  Alba  under  their  chieftain  Rheuda ;  that  its  poster- 
ity has  existed  there  ever  since,  and  that  they  are  the  people  who 
are  now  called  Scots.  Humfredus,8  a  British,  that  is  a  Welsh  au- 
thor, speaks  in  the  following  manner  upon  the  same  subject : 
"  They  are  certain  themselves,  and  so  are  all  others,  that  they 
(the  Scots)  are  the  progeny  of  the  Irish,  and  that  they  are  called 
by  the  same  appellation,  namely,  'Guidhil,'  by  the  people  of 
our  nation,"4  i.  e.  by  the  Brethnaigh  or  Welsh.  Cambrensis  8am 
in  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  third  division  of  the  book,  which  ne 
wrote  describing  Ireland,  that  it  was  in  the  time  of  Niall  of  the 
Nine  Hostages,  king  of  Ireland,  that  the  six  sons  of  Muredach, 
king  of  Ulster,  went  to  Scotland,  where  they  acquired  power  and 
supremacy,  and  that  it  was  about  that  time  that  Scotia  was  first 
imposed  as  a  name  upon  Alba.  He  also  tells  us  that  it  was 
from  these  six  sons  of  the  king  of  Ulster,  that  the  "  Albanaigh" 
or  Albanians,  are  called  the  Scotic  race.  The  following  are  nia 
words,  in  speaking  of  these  princes:  "And  therefore,  it  is  from 
them  that  the  Gaels  of  Scotland  have  descended,  and  that  they 
are  specifically  called  the  Scotic  race,  even  unto  the  present  day/* 
Thu>,  according  to  all  we  have  shown,  two  things  asserted  by 
Hector  Boethius  in  his  History  of  Scotland,  are  false :  the  first 
is  his  supposition  that  Gaedal  was  the  father  of  Miledh ;  and 
the  second  is  his  supposition  that  it  was  from  some  other  Gaedaf 

1  Dico  ergo,  a  quibuscunque  Hiberni  ipsi  et  omncs  optime  norunt,  eodeaqw 

origincm  duxcrunt,  ab  cisdem  Scoti  ori-  nomine  a  nostratibus,  silicet "  GoidhU/ 

genera  capiuut  appellantur. 

'  Procedente  autem  tempore  Brit-  *  Gens  ab  his  propagata  speciBcafc 

annia,  post  Britones  et  Pictos,  Scoto-  rocabuloScotícavocatw  in  hodiernal 

rum  nationem  in  Pictorum  parte  rece-  *  From   $ome  other    GatdoJ,    TU 

pit,  qui  duoe  Reudfrde  Hibcrnia  egressi,  question,  so  long  a  subject  of  dispofc 

vol  amicitia,  vol  ferro,  subimet  inter  eos  between  the  Irish  and  Scotch,  is  aoi 

sedes,  quos  hactenus  habent,  vindica-  set  at  rest  forever  in  favor  of  the  IrW 

runt  tradition.    Indeed,  during  the  heigfc 

1    Humfredw.      Called    otherwise  of  the  discussion,  the  most  learnedo 

Humphrey  of  Gloster.  the  Scotch  antiquarians  saw  that  then 

4  Scotot   Hibernorum   profem,  et  could  not»  in  the  face  of  hfctory  and  0 
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bead»  that  hero,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  the  sons  of  Miledh, 
the  conquerors  of  Ireland,  that  the  Gaels  of  Scotland  are  de- 
scended* 

The  Gmeb  did  not  come  to  Ireland  from  GalUa,  i  e.  France. 

Buchanan,41  a  Scotch  author,  asserts  in  his  History  of  Soot- 
land,  that  France  was  the  country  whence  the  sons  of  Miledh  had 

existing  flu?te,  deny  that  the  Scots  of  lisbed,  the  editor  would  not  deem  It 
Ireland  snd  the  Scotch  Highlanders  worth  while  to  notice  the  slanderous 
were  the  same  race.    Not  being  able  and  mafignant,thou(rJb8uffi(^tIy  learn* 
to  draws  Hne  of  distinction  between  the  edwork,  in  which  Pinkerton  has  en- 
two  drvisioas  of  the  Sootic  nation,  deavored  to  prove  the  Soots  to  be 
Pfntavton,  and  some  others,  set  about  Goths,  were  ft  not  that  Moore,  who 
proving  that  those   Scots,  who  were  might  have  known  better,  has  adopted 
the  rang  easts  in  Ireland  about  the  that  abusive  man's  opinion,   in  his 
Ohristiaa  era,  and  who  were  so  die-  history  of  Ireland.     He  adopts  it, 
tmgaiahed  throoghoat  Eorope  daring  however,  with  this  rather  important 
the  Middfe  Ages,  rbr  their  leardng  and  difference,  namely,  he  makes  out  those 
nktv,  as  wefl  as  the  ruling  castes  m  the  Sootic  Goths  to  ne  a  barbarons  race, 
Beotek  HigUsnas,  were   Qctht,  not  who  destroyed  a  civilization  that  ex- 
Quia.    For  this  assertion,  his  most  isted  in  Ireland,  previous  to   their 
pknasble  prooii  are  the  resemblance  arrival  therein.     Now,   all  that  is 
between  the  words  "Scotland  "Goth,"  known  of  Irish  History,  and  all  that 
and  that  of  both  words  to  the  name  has  been  published  of  the  literary  re- 
*8cvthian,"  which  he  wonM  monopo-  mains  of  onr  race,  proves  that  no  men 
Ihsfcr  the  Gothie  race,  to  the  excln-  sprung -from  strange conqoerors  could 
akaof  all  other  nomads.    He  endeav-  have  engrafted  themselves  upon  the 
«n  to  make  out  his  Goths  to  be  the  genealogical    tree   of   the   M  Clanna 
*ypes  of  all  that  is  noble  in  humanity,  Gaedail,"  even  if  it  would,  without  hav- 
si  the  Gads  the  types  of  all  that  is  ing  first  completely  destroyed  all  Gaelic 
▼fle.     The   Scots,   forsooth,  were   a  tradition  and  Gaelic  law.     There  was 
Gothic  race,  who,  having  conquered  absolutely  no  place  for  men  of  foreign 
the  Gaels,  adopted  the  language,  habits  blood  amongst  that  people,  and  it  needs 
*nd  customs  of  their  vassals,  and  even  but  very  little  reflection,  after  studying 
allowed  the  latter  to  coin  Gaelic  pedi-  its  antiquities,  to  be  convinced,  that  it 
grees  for  them;   thus  forgetting  the  would  have  been  as  difficult   for    a 
pride  which  conquering  races  always  strange  people  to  have  come  into  Pales- 
feel,  in  a  desire  to  assimilate  themselves  tine  ana  called  itself  the  thirteenth 
to  tlie  vanquished,  while  the  latter  were,  tribe  of  Israel,  as  it  would  have  been  ' 
ss  lie  tells  us,  immeasurably  their  infe-  for  Goths  to  have  come  into  Ireland, 
no/TjB-    The  mere  met,  that  such  a  sup-  while  the  Brehon  usages  were  in  force, 
position  is  contrary  to  all  that  is  known  and  to  have  called  themselves  Gaels. 
tf  human  nature,  is  sufficient  to  expose  To  discuss,  then,  whether  the  Scots  or 
rt*    "Otter  absurdity.    When  garnished  the  Gaels,  the  Eberians  or  the  Féni 
y**J  *  snfficient  quantity  of  Greek  and  were  the  nobler  or  more  civilized  race, 
I*tin  quotations,  such  assertions  might  is  about  as  reasonable  as  to  discuss  the 
1*^3  current,  at  a  time  when  there  were  question   whether  Eri,    Hibernia    or 
w>  Irish  documents  published  by  which  Ireland  be  the  nobler  and  more  fertile 
£*r  and  unbiassed  men  might  test  the  island.    What  is  said  of  Scot  is  said 
FJJ*^*  °f  the  guesses  made  by  the  viru-  of  Gael,  Brigantian,  Eberian,  and  Fenian 
^^  enemies  of  the  Celtic  or  Gaelic  — they  all  mean  one  and  the  same  thing. 
**°*  (if  the  latter  be  Celtic).    As  such  T    Buchanan.       George    Buchanan 
wfetimeata  have,  since  then,  been  pub-  lived  between  the  year  1506,  and  1581. 
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come  hither,  and  for  this  he  gives  what  ho  considers  to  be  tw< 
reasons.  The  first  of  these  he  deduces  from  the  fact  that  Fran© 
was  formerly  so  populous,  that  the  part  of  it  which  was  callec 
Gallia  Lugduncnsis,8  could  of  itself  furnish  three  hundred  thou 
sand  lighting  men,9  and  that  it  was  therefore  likely,  that  it  hac 


Though  lie  had  been  •  patronized  by  the  .Romans  took  down  these 

Queen  Mary  of  Scotland,  lie  joined  the  from  written  documents.    No  moden 

party  of  the  traitor  Murray,  against  writer,  upon  hearing  a  Celt  of  moden 

his  royal  mistress.     As  a  reward  for  Gaul  pronounce  the  word  "  Lyons,"  o 

this,  he  was  appointed  tutor  to  king  an  Irish  Celt  pronounce  Lugh-Dhú 

James  the  First,  by  rebel  Protector.  (Looyoon),  could  think  of   latininnj 

Buchanan's  history  of  Scotland,  writ-  either  by  Lugdunum.    The  district  oi 

ten  in  I^atin,  is  styled  "  Ilerura  Scoti-  Corca-Luighe  (Corca-Looce),  and  BBS 

carurn    Historia."       His  style  rivals  cral  other  places  in  Ireland,  are  cafle 

that  of  tlie   classic  Latin  writers  in  after    persons  called  Lugaidh,  whicl 

elegance.     II is  History  has,  however,  was  one  of  th3  names  most  freqaeo 

been    condemned  by    critics  for  the  amongst  the  Gaels.    There  was  anothi 

legends  with  which  it  is  interwoven.  Lugdunum  on  the  Rhine.    It  is  not 

But  it  is  questionable  if  that  be  so  great  called  Ley  den.    It  lay  in  the  land  oi 

a  fault.    A  historian  is  scarcely  at  lib-  Germans.    In  the  land  of  the  Batavi 

erty  to  reject  u  legend  because  he  does  called  a  Germanic  race,lies  also  Dnnkirl 

not  understand  its  meaning,  unless  its.  whose  name  is  said  to  mean  the  "Kirk, 

falsehood  he  manifest.     Hypercriticism  or  church  of  the  "dunes"  or  dowm 

often  overshoots  its  mark,  and  rejects  "Dun  Cuirc"  {Boon  Kyrk),  i.  c.  Core1 

traditions  as  fabulous  altogether,  which  dun  or /orf,  would  suit  as  well-     Con 

may  be  but  truths  clad  in  the  language  is  a  man's  name  of  frequent  occurrcoo 

of  hyperbole,  and  which,  upon  more  among  the  Irish  Celts.    There  lay  u 

extended  information,  may  afford  most  other   Lugdunum  in   Gascony.    It  I 

useful  collateral  evidence  to  the  his-  now  called  St.  Bert  rand, 

toric  inquirer.  •  Three   hundred  thousand  figktmi 

9  Gd'iia  Lu<*duncn*is.    The  division  men.    The  immense  armies  that  tin 

•  of  Gaul,  called  this  name  by  the  Ko-  Celtic  countries  sent  forth  in  forme 

mans,  was  that  more  especially  called  times,  should  in  themselves,  were  then 

*•  Celtica"  or  ''Celtic."     It  compre-  no  other  evidence  on  the  subject, 

hended  the  whole  of  the  centre  of  mod-  futc  those  English  writers  who 

crn  France,  extending  from  Helvetia  the  savagery  of  the  Celtic  race.  Neftha 

or  Switzerland,  which  was  part  of  it,  Gaul  nor  Britain  could  have  support* 

to  Normandy,  and  from  Gallia  Belgica  or  reared  the  multitudes  of  warned 

or  Belgium,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.    It  that  both  nations  opposed  to  the  Bo 

reeeivi-d  the  name  %<  Lugduneusis"  from  mans,  unless  several  of  the  arts  of  dv 

the  city  of   Lugdunum,  now  Lyons,  ilized  life,  and    especially  agriculture 

which  wa-)  its  capital.    Lugdunum  is  were   extensively    practiced    amoogi 

evidently  a  latiiiizQjl  version  of  a  Gaelic  them.    All  Western  Europe,  taking  ii 

compound  formed  out   of   the  words  the    British  Isles,  would  not  be  tot 

"  LughM  or  "  Luguidh,"  a  man's  name,  large,  as  a  hunting  ground,  for  thre 

and  "dun,"  a  fortress  or  totrn.  ns  if,  hundred  thousand  warriors.    But,  Em 

"  Luirh-Dhun"  (Luo-ghoon),  i.  e.  "Dun-  lish  writers,  wanting  to  vilify  the  ▼£ 

Luighcch"     (L>oun-Lu€ca<r!i),    or    Lit-  thus  of  their  countrymen,  and  thus  ti 

ghaidh's   tr.xm.    The  correctness  with  extenuate  the  robberies  and  crueltie 

which  the  Unman  writers  preserve  rad-  practiced  upon  the  Irish  Celts  will  80 

ical  letters  in  their  Celtic  names,  should  nothing  but  savagrry  in  the  whole  Ge) 

go  far  to  prove,  either  that  the  aspira-  tie,  race,  forgetting   that  the  greates 

ting  and  silencing  of  those  letters  was  nation  of  antiquity — their  own  mtstres 

not  then  usual  among  the  Celts,  or  that  aud  the  mistress  of  the  world  in  tb 
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sent  forth  some  such  hordes  to  occupy  Ireland,  as  were  the  tribes 
of  the  Gaels.  My  answer  to  that  reason  is,  that  the  author  him- 
self knew  nothing  of  the  specific  time  at  which  the  sons  of  Miledh 
arrived  in  Ireland,  and  that  he  was,  consequently,  perfectly  igno- 
rant as  to  whether  France  was  populous  or  waste  at  that  epoch. 
And  even  though  that  country  were  as  populous  as  he  states, 
when  the  sons  of  Miledh  came  to  Ireland,  it  does  not  thence 
follow,  that  we  must  necessarily  understand  that  France  was 
the  country  whence  they  had  emigrated.  For  why  should 
France  be  supposed  to  have  been  more  populous  at  that  time  than 
was  Spain,  the  country  whence  the  sons  of  Miledh  really  did 
come?  Therefore  it  is  easily  understood,  that  this  reason, 
brought  forward  by  Buchanan  as  a  proof  that  the  sons  of  Mi- 
ledh originally  came  from  France,  is  but  a  very  silly  one.  The  other 
foolish  argument  he  adduces  in  support  of  his  conjecture  that 
France  was  the  country  that  sent  forth  the  Milesian  colony  to 
Ireland,  is  drawn  from  the  fact  that  some  French  and  Gaelic10 

sciences  of  jurisprudence  and  war —  were  in  after  times  the  ruling  race  in 

trembled,  while  yet  in  all  its  youthful  this  country,  had  come  direct  from 

vigor,  at  the  bare  mention  of  the  Celtic  Spain.    The  Iberi,  themselves,  might 

name — forgetting,  also,  that  this  great  either  have  been  southern  Celts,  and 

nation  was  itself  chiefly  composed  of  spoken  a  language  akin  to  that  of  the 

Celtic  elements,  and  that  its  type  was  Gauls  and  Britons,  or  they  might  have 

Celtic,  rather  than  Saxon.  been  a  branch  of  some  race  speak- 

u  French  and   Gaelic  words.     Dr.  ing  a  dialect  of  the  Italic  or  Latin.    In 

Keating  uses  the  term  French,  both  neither  of  these  cases  would  they  have 

here  and  on  several  other  occasions,  for  much  altered  the  structure  of  the  lan- 

OaUic^&  he  also  uses  the  name  "France,"  guage  spoken  by  their  predecessors; 

repeatedly,  where  "  Gaul  "  or  "Gallia"  tor  even  to  the  Latin  of  the  classic  au- 

would  have  been  the  more  appropriate  thors,  the  vast  majority  of  the  Gaelic 

phrase.     The  argument  he  enters  into  words  bear  nearly  as  close  a  resem- 

*bove,is  idle.   The  languages  of  Wales,  blance  in  their  written  structure,  as  do 

Bretagne,  and  Ireland,  prove  that  the  those  of  the  nuxlern  French,  which  is 

tribes  by  whom  they  were  originally  said  to  be  the  undoubted  daughter  of 

spoken,  were  of  the  same  race.    These  the  Latin.    Then,  if   these   Gaels   or 

languages  are   all  radically  the  same,  Iberians  spoke  a  Semitic  tongue — as  we 

and  there  are  few  native  words  in  any  find  they  were  but  nine  hundred  war- 

J&e  of  them,  as  at  present  spoken,  that  riors  in  all — their  speech   must  have 

tavenot  their  cognate  terms  in  theoth-  been  soon  lost  in  that  of  the  previous 

eR-    All  the  grand  features   of  their  natives.   There  is  also  ample  evidence — 

grammatical  construction  are  also  ex-  closely  as  the  Celtic  of  the  Gaels  re- 

tremely  alike.     This  alone  should  prove  sembles  that  of  the  Cimbri — that  some 

"?at  the  same  nation  originally  colo-  strange  element  has  caused  the  essential 

^1  the  three  countries.     Dr.  Keat-  differences  that  exist  between  the  two. 

!J?-  him?elf,  has  already  brought  the  Whether  that  strange  element  came 

^medians,  Fer-Bolgs,  and  Tuatha-I)e-  from  Phoenician,  Danaan,  or   Iberian 

J^nanns.  to  Ireland,  by  the  way   of  mixture,  is  not  beyond  the  reach  of  sci- 

J*ritain.     These    nations    must  have  entific  discovery.     To  show  the  simi- 

^nned  the  basis  of  the  Irish   people,  larity  between  the  Celtic  and  Latin  di- 

Allowionr  this  does  not  at  all  militate  alccts,  a  vocabulary  is  given  in  the  ap- 

aea!*fct  t.ie  fact  that  the  Gaels,  who  peudix  to  this  work.    It  is  given  be- 
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words  are  similar,  such  as  "Dris"  and  "Dun,"14  and  some  few 
others  like  them,  that  happen  to  be  the  same  in  the  French  and 
the  Gaelic.  My  answer  to  this  second  argument  is,  that  there  are 
words  from  every  written  language  in  the  fourth  division  of  the 
Gaelic,  which  is  called  the  "Berla  Thébide"  (Bairla  Thaihee\ 
and  that  it  has  been  so  ever  since  the  time  of  Fenius  Farsa ;  and 
hence,  there  arc  words  found  in  it  from  the  Spanish,  the  Italian, 
the  Greek,  the  Hebrew,  the  Latin,  and  from  every  other  chief 
tongue,  as  well  as  from  the  French.  Therefore,  the  fact  thai 
there  are  a  few  words  the  same  in  Gaelic  and  in  French,  affords 
no  proof  whatever  that  the  Gaels  had  come  from  France.  I  am 
even  of  opinion,  that  these  few  had  been  introduced  into  Franoe 
from  Ireland.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  because 
I  find  that  Julius  Ciesar  says  in  the  sixth  book  of  his  Commenta- 
ries, that  it  was  from  the  British  Isles  that  the  Druids  used  to 
come  to  France,  where  they  became  judges  or  brehons,  and  re- 
ceived Termon  lands,  immunities,  and  honor  from  the  nobles  of 
that  country.  It  is  also  very  likely  that  it  was  from  Ireland, 
more  especially,  that  these  Druids  were  wont  to  go  to  France: 
particularly,  as  Ireland  was  at  that  time  the  very  fountain-head 
of  Druidism,  and  consequently  the  Gaelic  was  the  language  of 
these  Druids.  Or,  even  if  they  went  thither  from  Angles^a,  the 
Gaelic  was  still  their  native  language ;  for,  it  is  well  known  that 
it  was  the  idiom  spoken  in  that  isle.  So  Ortellius  tells  us,  who 
in  speaking  of  the  isle  of  Anglesea,  says,  "  they  use  the  Scotie 
tongue,  or  the  Gaelic,  which  is  the  same."  Accordingly,  when 
those  Druids  were  giving  instructions  in  Gaul,  it  is  very  likely 
that  the  Gallic  youth,  in  their  converse  with  them,  picked  up 
some  words  of  Gaelic  which  have  continued  in  use  ever  since  in 
the  French  language.12 

Camden  says,  in  the  book  called  "  Britannia  Camdeni,"  that 
the  Druids  used  to  instruct  their  pupils  more  by  word  of  mouth 
than  by  writings.     There  is  another  reason,  too,  why  it  should  not 

cause  the  editor  is  under  the  impression  "  French  Language,     All  through 

that  the  old  language  of  Spain  must  this  argument  our  author  confoanoi 

have  closely  resembled  the  latter  tongue;  the  modern  French  with  the  Gallic  or 

and  because  he  conceives,  as  he  has  Celtic  of  old  Gaul.    The  relation  of 

heretofore  stated,  that  it  represents  the  the  French  and  Irish  is  close  enough, 

most  ancient  and  the  purest  form  of  but  it  is  through  the  Latin  and  Ciav 

the  Japctian  of  Western  Europe.  brie  that  it  must  be  traced.    The  rehv 

11  Dris  and  Dun.  These  words  are  Bro»  tion   of  the  Gallic,  as  represented  by 

ton,  not  modern  French.  "  Dris"  means  the  modern  Breton  with  it,  is  direct, 

a  brier,  and  u  dun"   a  fori.  '<  Dune,"  nearly  all  the  pure  Breton  words  being 

the  French  name  for  *"  sand-hill"  or  found  in  Irish.    In  Keating's  time,  no 

down,  is  more  likely  to  be  cognate  with  scientific  comparison  had  yet  been 

the  Irish  word  "  Dumha"  (Dima  or  between  them. 
Dooa),  a  mound  and  alio  a  sandrhUL 


\ 
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be  wondered  at,  that  some  Gaelic  words  are  to  be  found  incor- 
porated in  the  French,  which  is,  on  account  of  the  gruat  inter- 
course that  existed  between,  the  Irish  and  the  French;  for  the 
Book  of  Invasions  tells  us,  that  a  daughter  of  the  king  of  France 
was  the  wife  of  Iugani  Mor,  who  was  "Ard-righ,"  or  Monarch 
of  Ireland;  and  it  also  tells  us,  that  this  same  lugitni  went  to 
France  in  order  to  impose  his  yoke  upon  that  country.  Crim- 
thann,  son  of  Fidach,  of  the  line  of  fiber,  who  was  also  a  king  of 
Ireland,  went  likewise  to  France  in  order  to  impose  his  dominion 
thereon.  And  again,  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  went  to  make 
a  conquest  of  France,  where  he  was  slain  at  the  river  Lugair 
(the  Loire),  by  Eocaiilli,  son  of  Enna  Kcrisclach,  as  some  histo- 
rians mention.  Dathi,  son  of  Fiaehra,  uUo,  another  monarch  of 
Ireland,  went  to  subdue  France,  and  was  kilted  by  lightning,  in 
the  east  of  that  country,  close  by  the  Alps.  Cornelius  Tacitus 
telis  us,  also,  that  tiiere  was  a  frequent  intercourse  and  a  trade 
between  Ireland  and  France.  Then,  according  to  what  wo  have 
just  stated,  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  should  nave  been  a  recip- 
rocal borrowing  of  words  between  the  Gaelic  and  French 
toignes.  Therefore,  the  second  conjecture  of  Buchanan  is,  also, 
jDoet  feeble.  A  third  surmise  made  by  him  ujkjii  the  same  sub- 
ject is  likewise  founded  upon  a  false  assumption,  when  he  ssrys 
that  the  customs  and  usages"  of  the  Irish  and  French  are  alike. 
Uow,  whoever  reads  the  book,  which  Johannes  Baronius  has 
written  upon  the  manners  and  customs  of  all  nations,  will  clearly 
Sod  therein,  that  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Irish  and 
f  «inch  are  not  similar  at  present,  uor  were  they  formerly. 

The  Gaels  did  not  come  to  Ireland  from  Great  Briiain — Friendly 
relations  of  the  Briton*  and  Gaels — The  Brigantes  of  Britain  a 
Gaelic  race,  thai  went  thither  from  Ireland. 

Some  of  these  modern  English,  when  they  write  about  Ireland, 
*»eit,  that  it  was  from  Great  Britain  that  the  sons  of  Miledh 
first  came  hither;  and  the  reason  that  they  give  for  this  opinion 
J8»  the  great  number  of  words  that  are  alike  in  the  British 
(Welsh)  and  the  Gaelic.    My  answer  to  such  an  argument  is,  that 

**  Marmen  and  usage*.    The  usages  himself  Bays  of  the  Welsh,  a  little  fur- 

*^d  manners  of  the  Prankish  portion  ther  on,  applies  with  equal  force  to 

*£_  the  French  nation,  are   here   con-  Bretons  of  France.    Onr  author's  mis- 

"•nded  with  those  of  the  Gallic.    The  takes  on  this  subject,  show  that  he 

^awrsand  customs  of  the  Bretons  in  could  not  hare  been  educated  in  France, 

"jj  north-west,  and  of  the  Gallo-Bo-  as  some  hare  supposed ;  for,  in  that 

*w»  and  Gascons  in  the  south  of  case  he  would  not  have  made  those 

"*Me,  resemble  those  of  the  Irish  mistakes.      His    authority.  Johannes 

'Mra  thwi  they  do  those  of  the  Tea-  Baronius,  spoke  of   the  Pranks,  not 

to"»  nation.     What  Dr.  Soatúur  the  Gaols. 


•■  nations.     What   Dr.  Keating    the  Gaols. 
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the  fact  they  cite  affords  no  proof,  at  all,  that  the  Gaelic  nation 
came  orimnally  from  Britain.  For  Rich  similarities  there  aTe  two 
causes.  The  first  of  these  causes  is  the  fact,  that  the  Gaelic  was 
the  native  language  of  Britan  Mael,  son  of  Fergus  of  the  Red 
Side,  son  of  ííemedh,  and  that  it  is  from  him  that  Britain  has  its 
name,  according  to  Cormac  Mac  Culinan  and  to  the  Book  of  the 
Invasions  of  Ireland :  it  was  in  Britain  also  that  he  resided,  and 
his  posterity,  likewise,  until  Erimhón,  son  of  Miledh,  sent  the 
Cruithnigh,  otherwise  called  Picts,  to  share  Alba  with  them: 
Brutus14  the  son  of  Sylvius,  came  in  upon  them  afterwards,  if 
some  of  their  own  chronicles  be  true :  next  came  the  Romans ; 
then  the  Saxons  and  Danes,  or  Lochlannaigh ;  and  last  of  all, 
William  the  Conqueror  and  the  French :  so  that  it  is  no  wonder, 
after  so  many  tyrannical  conquests  by  foreign  races,  that  the 
Scot-Bcrla,  the  native  tongue  of  Britan  and  his  progeny,  should 
have  been  at  length  suppressed.  However,  the  little  remnant  of 
it,  that  still  remains  unextinguished  and  that  has  not  been  altered 
since  the  time  of  Britan,  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  Irish  or 
Gaelic. 

The  second  reason  why  it  is  no  wonder  that  many  words 
should  be  alike  in  British  and  in  Irish,  although  it  were  not  from 
Britain  that  the  sons  of  Miledh  caine,  is  because  Ireland  was  the 
harbor  of  refuge,  to  which  the  Britons  used  to  flee  during  the 
time  of  the  several  oppressions,  which  they  suffered  from  the 
Romans  and  the  Saxons,  or  from  the  tyranny  of  any  other  na- 
tion that  weighed  heavily  upon  them.  At  such  times,  crowds 
of  them,  with  their  families  and  followers,  used  to  retreat  to 
Ireland,  where  they  received  lands  from  the  Irish  nobility,  during 
the  time  of  their  sojourn.  While  in  exile  here,  their  children 
must  undoubtedly  have  learned  the  Gaelic  language.  There  are 
still  in  Ireland  many  towns  and  localities,  which  nave  received 
their  names  from  these  exiles ;  such  as,  "  Graig  na  m-Brethnach"* 
(Graig-nam-rannagh),  "Dun  na  m-Brethnach "  (2?oow-wfrm-nrn- 
nagh),  and  others.  When  these  Britons  returned  home  to  Britain, 
it  is  possible  that  they  had  many  Gaelic  words  in  use  amongst 
them,  which  they  might  have  afterwards  introduced  into  their 
own  language.  From  all  we  have  said,  it  must  be  seen  that, 
although  there  be  some  words  alike  in  the  British  and  Gaelic 
tongues,  it  by  no  means  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence 

14  Brutus.    Home  of  the  old  British  by  some  people  whom  idiom  differed 

Chroniclers  say  that  Britain  was  con-  from  those  of  both  Britons  and  Gads, 

qucretl  by  a   Brutus,  son  of  Sylvius,  Both  attempts  to  prive  a  reason  for  the- 

who,  according  to  them,  was  of  Trojan  name  of  Britain,  are  mere  guesses, 

descent.    The  probability  is,  that  the  u  Graig  na   m-Brethnaeh.     These 

name  ••  Britain "  or  '*  Bretain,"  as  well  names  are  now  corrupted  into  M 

as  "Eri"  and  "Alba,"  was  imposed  man  way "  and  "GftJgqpnaimiMsi,1 
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thereof  that  Britain  must  be  the  country,  whence  the  sons  of 
Miledh  came  to  Ireland. 

Some  may  support  the  opinion,  here  contradicted,  by  saying 
that  the  Britons  and  the  Gaels  resemble  each  other  in  manners 
and  customs ;  for,  as  the  Gael  is  prompt  in  sharing  food  without 
payment,  so  is  the  Briton ;  as  the  Gael  loves  arítiquaries,  poets, 
bards,  and  players  on  the  harp,  so  does  the  Briton  love  those 
that  practice  these  same  professions;  and  they  resemble  each 
other  in  many  more  of  their  usages.  But  this  resemblance  is, 
however,  no  proof  that  the  Gaels  came  from  Britain :  it  is  rather, 
as  we  have  said  before,  a  much  stronger  proof  that  the  Britons 
dwelt  for  some  time  in  Ireland.  Hence,  it  cannot  be  understood, 
from  any  of  the  foregoing  reasons,  that  it  was  from  Great  Britain 
that  the  sons  of  Miledh  came  originally  to  Ireland. 

But  it  can  be  asserted,  with  truth,  that  a  portion  of  the 

progeny  of  Breogan  (or  Brégan),  went  to  dwell  in  Great  Britain, 

to  wit:  some  of  the  descendants  of  the  chieftains  of  the  children 

of  Breógan  (i.  e.  the  BrigantesV  that  had  come,  with  the  sons  of 

Miledh,  into  Ireland.    The  following  are  the  names  of  these  sons 

«f  Breogan,  to  wit :  Breoga,  Fuad,  Murthemni,  Cualgni,  Cuala, 

ibleo,  Blaclh,  and  Nar.     It  is  more  especially  from  the  progeny 

of  these  chieftains  that,  according  to  Irish  historic  tradition,  the 

people  called  Brigantes  are  sprung.     This  must  be  the  more 

«aoily  received  as  true,  from  the  fact  that  Tomasius,  in  his  Latin 

dictionary,   says  that  the  Brigantes,  that  is,  the  children  of 

Breogan,  are  an  Irish  people. w    Again,  Florianus  de  Campo,  a 

Spanish  author,  says,  wnen  speaking  of  the  history  of  Ireland, 

thstt  the  Brigantes  are  Spaniards  by  their  origin,  and  that  it  was 

from  Spain  they  had  emigrated  both  to  Ireland  and  to  Britain. 

All  that  we  have  asserted  concerning  the  intimacy  of  the 
British  and  Irish,  and  of  Ireland's  having  a  harbor  of  refuge  to 
***e  former  nation,  will  be  the  more  readily  believed,  when 
^irtxloc,  a  British  author,  is  found  stating  in  his  Chronicle,  as 
^ell  as  Abian  and  many  other  writers  of  that  people,  that  num- 

*•  Progeny  of   Breogan.    The  fact  in  Irish,  are  most  probably,  like  "  Eri," 

?*  this  colony  of  Gaels  having  settled  "  Sena,"  "  Alba,"  "  Mana","  and  many 

111  Britain,  will  account  for  those  Gaelic  others  of  that  class,  equally   inexph- 

I1^ne9    of   localities  in   Britain,  from  cable  by  the  aid  of  either  tongue ;   for 

T/1*^  some  English  antiquarians  argue  so  close  do  these  languages  resemble 

•"*£  this  nation   dwelt  in  that    coun-  each  other,  both  in  their  simple  radicals 

"7  before  the  present  British  or  Welsh  and  their  mode  of  forming  derivatives, 

"""that  is,  such  names  as  "  Ceitir  Guy-  that  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  ex- 

^°d»M  i.  e.  (the  fortress  of  the  Gaels),  istence  of  many  such   names.     Upon 

^  some  others.    Those  ancient  names  critical  examination,  by  persons  well 

^f  rivers,  mountains,  &c,  which  the  versed  in  both  idioms,  such  names  will 

KjJ^ned  Uuyd  sav3  are  inexplicable  in  probably  be  found  to  be  neither  Gaelic 

"  ^Uh,  but  which  he  deems  significant  nor  Welsh. 


192  THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 

beis  of  the  British  princes  and  nobles  were  wont  to  come  to 
Ireland,  where  they  were  kindly  received  and  entertained,  and 
where  they  were  granted  lands  to  dwell  upon,  as  we  have  above 
stated.  Dr.  Hanmer  makes  specific  mention  of  some  of  them  in 
his  Chronicle.  First,  he  says,  that  Edwin,  son  of  Athelfred,  ban- 
ished to  Ireland  a  king  of  Britain  (i.  e.  Wales),  named  Kadwal- 
lin,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  635,  and  that  he  was  there  kindly 
received,  and  that  he  got  reinforcements  from  the  Irish,  whereby 
he  regained  his  own  kingdom.  He  also  states  that  Harold  and 
Conan,  two  British  princes,  came  from  Britain  to  Ireland  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1050,  and  that  they  were  there  affectionately 
received  and  protected  by  the  Irish.  Again,  he  tells  us  that 
Algar,  Earl  ot  Chester,  came  fleeing  from  Britain  to  Ireland,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1054,  and  that  the  Irish  sent  back  an  army 
with  him,  whereby  he  recovered  his  territory.  Some  time  after. 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1087,  another  British  prince,  named 
Blethin  Ap  Conan,  fled  to  Ireland,  and  received  hospitable  enter- 
tainment during  his  sojourn  therein.  And  it  was  thus  that  an 
alliance  and  an  intimacy  was  continually  kept  up  between  both 
nations.  In  llanmer's  Chronicle,  also,  we  read  that  Araolph, 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  married  the  daughter  of  Murkertach  O'Briain, 
then  king  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1101,  and  that  his 
second  daughter  was  married  to  Magnus,  son  of  Harold,  king  of 
the  Isles.  In  the  time  of  Henry  L,  king  of  England,  also,  there 
was,  according  to  the  same  author,  a  Prince  of  Britain  (Wales), 
named  Griffin  Ap  Conan,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  boasting  fre- 
quently, that  his  own  mother  was  an  Irish  woman,  and  that  his 
grandmother  was  also  of  that  nation,  and  that  he  had  himself 
been  born  and  educated  in  Ireland.  There  was  also,  in  the  time 
of  Henry  II.,  another  Prince  of  Britain,  named  Biridus,  son  of 
Goncth,  whose  mother  was  an  Irish  woman.  There  must,  there- 
fore, have  been  much  intercourse  and  friendship,  as  well  as  many 
family  connections,  between  the  Britons  and  the  Gaels.  Hence 
it  is  not  surprising  to  find  such  a  number  of  similar  Words  in  the 
languages  of  these  nations,  and  that  their  manners  and  customs 
should  so  closely  resemble  each  other,  although  the  Gaels  bad 
never  derived  their  origin  from  Great  Britain. 

Camden  tells  us,  that  the  Brigantes  (i.  c.  children  of  BreoganJ, 
inhabited  the  following  parts  of  Great  Britain,  namely,  the  terri- 
tory of  York,  Lancaster,  Durham,  Westmoreland,  and  Northum- 
berland. It  is  certain  that  these  Brigantes  went  thither  from 
Ireland,  ils  wc  have  stated  above,  notwithstanding  the  opinion 
of  Camdon,  who  asserts  that  Ireland  received  its  first  inhabitants 
from  Britain.  On  such  a  point,  wc  should  give  more  credit  to 
the  historians  of  Ireland,  upon  whom  it  was  obligatory  to  inves- 
tigate and  transmit  to  posterity  every  event  that  ever  happened 


THfc  HXSTOBY  Or  IKBLAND.  198 

in  this  country,  than  to  the  mere  conjecture  of  a  man  like  Cam- 
den, to  whom  the  History  of  Ireland  had  nerer  communicated 
ill  secrets,  and  from  that  History  alone  could  he  derive  any  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland. 

Falsehood  of  Cambrensis  in  asserting  thai  the  sons  of  Miledh  of 
Spain  invaded  Ireland  by  the  permission  of  Gurguntius,  king  of 
Britain. 

Cambrensis  says,  that  it  was  by  the  permission  of  the  king 
who  then  ruled  Great  Britain,  that  the  sons  of  Miledh  came  to 
Ireland  from  Biscain  or  Biscay ;  and  he  says,  also,  that  they  were 
towed  after  him  to  the  Orcades,  and  that  he  thence  sent  a  host 
with  them  to  Ireland,  that  they  might  inhabit  it,  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  both  themselves  and  their  posterity  should  be  subject  to 
him  and    to  the  kins  of  Great  Britain  forever ;  and  the  name 
Cambrensis  gives  to  tnis  king  is  Gurguntius, n  son  of  Pelin.    My 
answer  to  this  assertion  of  Cambrensis  is,  that  it  is  an  evident 
rfilaehood.    For,  whoever  will  read  the  Chronicle  of  Stow,  will 
-^md,  that  there  were  little  more  than  three  hundred  years  from 
the  reign  of  that  Gurguntius  over  Great  Britain  until  the  in- 
vasion of  Julius  Caesar,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Oas- 
«ibelaunus,  king  of  that  same  country ;  and  in  the  same  author 
we  read,  that  there  were  only  about  toirty-two  years  from  Julius 
Ciaesar  to  the  birth  of  Christ ;  so  that,  according  to  the  calculation 
of  Stow,  there  were  not  four  hundred  years  in  full  from  the  time 
of  Gurguntius  to  the  birth  of  Christ     Now,  the  holy  Cormac, 
son  of  Culinan,  and  the  Book  of  the  Invasions  of  Ireland,  states 
&at  it  was  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  years  before  the 
birth,  of  Christ  that  the  sons  of  Miledh  arrived  in  Ireland.     The 
Polychronicon  agrees  with  them  in  this  computation,  where  it 
freats  of  Ireland.     It  speaks  thus :  "  there  are  about  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  years  from  the  arrival  of  the  llibemenses 
ttotil  the  death  of  St.  Patrick."18     This  is  the  same  as  to  say,  that 
^e  sons  of  Miledh  came  to  Ireland  one  thousand  three  hundred 
jears  before  the  birth  of  Christ ;  for,  subtract  the  four  hundred 
an<l  ninety-two  years  from  the  birth  of  Christ  to  the  death  of  St 

, "  Gurguntius,    This  homage  of  the  still    besotted    enough  to  believe,  or 

Spanish  freebooters  to  a  British  king,  knavish  enough  to  pretend,  that  tri- 

WM  fabricated  by  Cambrensis,  for  the  umphant    crime,    murders,    robberies, 

P'HJXtee  of  giving  a  forged  title  of  sov-  rapes,  and  such  other  fait*  accomplist 

^i&nty  over  Ireland  to  his  masters,  can  give  lawfal  title  to  one's  neighbor's 

«e  Norman  robbers.    Of  such  descrip-  goods. 

t,0Q  were  the  State  lies  of  the  Middle  "  Ab  adventu  Hibernensium,  usque 

^jfor,  unfortunately  for  mankind,  ad  obitum  Sancti  Patricii,  sunt  anni 

P^ple  then  thought — nay,  many  are  mille  octo  centi. 
13 
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Patrick,  from  those  one  thousand  eight  hundred  years,  that  the 
Polychronicon  counts,  as  having  intervened  between  the  arrival 
of  the  sons  of  Milcdh  in  Ireland  and  the  death  of  St.  Patrick, 
and  there  will  thus  remain,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
•sight  years,  from  the  arrival  of  the  sons  of  Miledh  in  Ireland  to 
the  birth  of  Christ :  so  that  the  Polychronicon,  the  holy  Cormac, 
and  the  Book  of  Invasions,  are  in  perfect  accord  with  one  an- 
other. And,  if  we  deduct  the  nuraoer  of  years  that  Chronicle 
of  Stow  allows,  from  Gurguntius  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  from  the 
Chronology  of  Polychronicon,  of  Cormac  Mac  Culinan,  and  of 
the  Books  of  the  Invasions,  as  it  records  the  time  from  the 
coming  of  the  sons  of  Miledh  into  Ireland  to  the  birth  of  Christ 
it  will  clearly  appear  that  the  Children  of  Miledh  were  in  Ireland 
more  than  nine  hundred  years  before  his  Gurguntius  began  to 
reign  in  Great  Britain.  Ixom  all  this,  it  is  manifest  that  Cam- 
brensis  has  written  a  downright  falsehood  upon  the  subject,  for 
which  he  had  no  authority,  when  he  stated  in  his  Chronicle  that 
it  was  this  Gurguntius  that  invited  the  sons  of  Miledh  to  the 
Orcades,  and  that  sent  them  thence  to  Ireland.  For  how  could 
Gurguntius  have  sent  them  thither,  when  we  find,  according  to 
all  trie  authorities  we  have  cited  here,  that  he  was  born  nine 
hundred  years  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the  sons  of  Miledh 
in  Irclandf. 

The  Clans  of  Bredgan  resolve  to  avenge  Ith — They  are  mustered 

by  the  sons  of  Miledh.* 

When  the  Sons  of  Milcdh  and  the  whole  posterity  of  Breogan 
had  heard  of  the  treachery  perpetrated  by  the  sons  of  Kermad 
upon  Ith,  son  of  Breógan,  and  upon  his  companions,  and  when 
they  had  seen  his  body,  mangled  and  dead,  they  resolved  to  in- 
vade Ireland,  in  order  to  wreak  vengeance  upon  the  sons  of 
Kermad,  and  to  wrest  that  kingdom  from  the  Tuatha-Dé-Danamia, 
;i*  a  punishment  for  that  foul  deed. 

Some  historians  say  that  it  was  from  Biscay,  that  the  sons  of 
Miledh  set  sail  for  Ireland,  from  a  place  that  is  called  Mondaca, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Venndo.  The  reason  why  thejr 
think  so  is,  because  Miledh  was  king  of  Biscay19  after  he  had  been 

i*  Son*  of  Milcdh,  The  reader  most  lect,  while  the  Irish  is.  It  has  Dot,  how- 
not  forget,  that  the  sods  of  Miledh  ever,  been  proved  that  there  do  not  exit! 
(Maleh)  were  themselves  one  of  the  striking  and  peculiar  resemblances  bo- 
clans  of  Breogan,  their  father  having  twecn  tne  two  tongues.  Neither  it  it 
been  the  grandson  of  that  chief  through  proved  that  the  son  of  Miledh  spoke  Oel- 
Bile  or  Bili,  (BHleh)  his  eldest  son.  tic.    The  fact  before  noticed,  that u  GaV 

M  Kins  of  Biscay.    The  chief  objeo  amh,"  one  of  the  names  of  their  founder, 

Uon  to  this  tradition  lies  in  the  fact,  may  mean  the  same  thing  as  "  Miledh," 

that  the  Biscayan  is  not  a  Celtic  dia-  in  Latin, «•  Miles,"  would  show  thai  Urn 
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driven  by  the  overwhelming  force  of  foreign  invaders,  from  the 
heart  of  Spain  into  that  country,  which  was  secure  from  foreign 
frttack  by  its  numerous  forests  and  hills  and  natural  strongholds, 
iut  this  is  not  the  common  opinion  of  our  own  historians,  who 
^tell  us,  that  the  Milesian  invaders  set  out  on  their  expedition  from 
"the  Tower  of  Bréógan  in  Gallicia.*1    And  this  latter  account  I 
<5onsider  to  be  the  true  one.    For  we  read  in  the  Book  of  Con- 
quests, that  it  was  at  the  Tower  of  Breogan,*1  they  first  formed 
"the  resolution  of  sending  Ith  to  explore  Ireland,  and  that  it  was 
"there  that  Lugaidh,  the  son  of  Ith,  landed  when  he  returned  from 
Jreland  with  his  father's  dead  body,  to  exhibit  it  to  the  sons  of 
3Iiledh  and  to  the  descendants  of  Breogan.    For  this  reason,  I 
sjn  of  opinion  that  they  set  sail  for  Ireland,  from  that  same  place, 
^íiledh  having  died  a  short  time  before.     Her  husband  being  thus 
<lead,  Scota  came  to  Ireland  with  her  children,  as  Spain  was  then 
<&  bone  of  contention  between  the  natives  and  the  many  foreign 
~*rib!es,  who  had  come  from  the  north  of  Europe  to  conquer  that 
country. 

But  to  return  to  the  sons  of  Miledh,  these  chieftains  mustered 
sn  army  for  the  invasion  of  Ireland,  both  to  wreak  vengeance 
xipon  the  sons  of  Kermad  for  the  murder  of  Ith,  and  to  seize 
^ipon  that  kingdom  for  themselves.    Their  entire  fleet  numbered 

*iame  of  this  chieftain  of  the  "  Claim  gion.     The  Asturias   were  in  after- 

CKbir  Scait"  had  been  translated  into  times  the  stronghold  of  the  Cid,  the 

<£wo  languages.    The  number  of  words  great  hero  of  Spanish  romance. 

perfectly  synonymous  and  of  distinct  M  The  Tower  of  Bredgan  is  supposed 

origin,  which  are  contained  in  the  Irish  to  have  been  situated  at  the  place  now 

tongue,  prove  in  themselves  that  it  is  called  Corunna,  which  is  situated  about 

^nade  up  of  more  than  one  language,  midway  between  Cape  Finisterre  and 

original  tongues  contain  but  few  syn-  Cape  Ortegal,  in  Gallicia.  There  exists 

^myinea.  still  in  this  city  a  lofty  tower,  whose  ori- 

,l  Gallicia.  This  is  on  every  account  gin  is  lost  in  the  mists  of  remotest  anti- 

^Jie  more  probable  tradition.    The  Gal-  quity.    Local   tradition   says,   that  it 

^xeci,  who  formerly  inhabited  this  Span-  was  built  as  a  pharos  or  lighthouse  by 

ijh  province,  are  said  to  have  been  of  the  Phoenicians,  during  their  occupa- 

^eltic  blood.     Keating  cites  his  Irish  tion  of  Spain. — Could  our  Milesians 

authorities  for  it,  while  the  former  has  have  fled  out   of  Spain   before  these 

iili  the  air  of  a  guess  made  by  some  Phoenicians  or  their  Carthagenian  suc- 

■Coreigo   writers.     The   people   of  the  cessors,   or   could   they   have   been  a 

-Asturias,  which  lies  between  Gallicia  Spanish  tribe  transported  to  Ireland  by 

^nd  Biscay,  do  not  speak  a  language  either  of  these  people,  for  the  purpose 

s^o  widely  different  from  Gaelic.   Theirs  of  protecting  their   commerce  ?    The 

is  called  a  Latin  dialect,  though  they,  fact  that  all  the  fragmentary  evidence 

^as  well  as  the  natives  of  Biscay,  boast  that  has  reached  us,  prove  the  Gaels  to 

of  having  never  mixed  with  foreigners,  have  been  inferior  in  civilization  to  the 

Xtoth   Gallicia  and  the   Asturias   are  Danaans,  whom  they  couquered,  mili- 

<souutries  of  narrow  fertile  plains  and  tares  against,  the  supposition  that  they 

^*igh  precipitous  mountain  ridges,  and  were  real  Phoenicians,  for  at  that  time 

^roulí  afford  the  Gaels  almost  as  secure  the  Phoenicians  were  one  of  the  most 

Natural  strongholds  as  the  Biscuyan  re-  civilised  nations  of  the  earth. 
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thirty  ships,  in  each  of  which  there  were  thirty  warriors,*  without 
oounting  their  wives  and  their  attendants.  The  number  of  chief» 
tains  who  held  command  was  forty,  as  we  read  in  the  following 
duan,  composed  by  Eocaidh  O'Floinn : — 

"Of  the  chieftains  of  that  fleet,  in  which" 
Came  hither  Miledh's  sea- borne  sons, 
I  can  recall  the  number  well, 
And  name  their  names,  and  tell  their  fates. 

"  Fnad,  EMind,  Bréga,  Bladh  the  bland, 
Lugaidh,**  Marthemni  of  the  lake, 
Bres,  Buas,  with  Buadni's  machkss  might, 
Donn,  Eber,  Erimhon  and  Ir. 

"  Amirghin,  Colpa,  without  guile, 
Eber(M  Arech,  Arannán, 
Caala,  Cualjgni,  the  warlike  Nar, 
Muimni,  Luigni,  with  Laigni. 

"  Fulman,  Mantan,  Bili  the  mild, 
Er,  Orba,  Ferann,  Fergend," 
En,  Un,  Etan,  Goeten  the  bright, 
Sobarki,  Sedga,  Surghi. 

M  Palap,  son  of  great  Erimhon, 
And  Caicher,  son  of  Mantan — 
Full  ten  and  thirty  chiefs  in  all 
Came  to  avenge  steed-loving  Ith." 

Here  follow  the  names  of  these  captains  more  in  full : — Brega 
or  Breoga,  son  of  Breogan,  from  whom  Magh-Breágh  in  Meath 


"  Thirty  icam'ors.    The  multiplica-  Breogan  here  named,  with  the 

tion  of  this  number  by  30,  the  number  tion  of  the  sons  of  Mifodh  themselves» 

of  the  ships,  will  give  900  as  the  whole  that  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  was  the 

of  the  effective  force  that  accompanied  only  one  that  continued  to  maintain  a 

the  sons  of  Miledh  in  this  expedition,  distinguished  position  m  Ireland  down 

Their  conquest  of  the  Danaans  with  so  to  later  times.   From  him  are  desceneV 

small  a  number  is  inexplicable,  except  ed  the  Corca  Loighe,  of  South  Mn> 

we  understand  that  the  native  Beige  ster,  of  which  the  O'DriscoUs,  O'Cow- 

or  Fcrbolgs,  and  the  Nemedians,  had  higs  and  O'Learies,  of  the  county  of 

helped  them,  and  had  perhaps  even  Cork,  were  the  chiefs.     From  hisa, 

called  them  over  against  their  Danaan  also,  descended  the  Mae  Clanchiea,  of 

masters.    The  fact  that  we  find  the  Connaught,  but  not  those  of  Clam 

Belgian,  Crimthann  Sciathbél,  placed  The  latter  draw  their  origin  from  the 

as  ruler  over  Leinster  by  Erimhon,  im-  Dalcassian  tribe, 

mediately  after  the  conquest,  goes  far  M  Eber,  i.  c.  Eber,  the  son  of  Ir,  not 

to  corroborate  this  supposition.  Eber  Finn  his  uncle. 

44  The  metrical  roll  of  the  Brigantian  n  Fergend,  otherwise  Ferpna,  son  of 

chiefs,  of  which  the  above  is  a  transla-  Eber  Finn.    The  name  Kbiiod,  in  the 

tion,  has  not  been  given  in  Halliday's  first  line  of  the  duan,  is  elsewhere  writ* 

edition.    The  translator  has  found  it  ten  Eblinni  and  Ebleo.    From  hfan  the 

in  two  of  his  manuscript  copies.  Felim  Mountains  are  called  BBafck 

»  Lugaidh.    Of  all  the  posterity  of  Eblinni,  (&•*»  astern*) 
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:3b  named :  Cuala,  son  of  Breogan,  from  'whom  Sliabh  Cualann  is 

aamed ;  Uualgni,  son  of  Breogan,  from  whom  Sliabh  Cualgni  is 

roamed ;  Bladh,  son  of  Breogan,  from  whom  Sliabh  Bladma  is 

^named;   Fuaid,  son  of  Breogan,  from  whom  Sliabh  Fuaid  in 

"Ulster  has  its  name ;  Murthemni,  son  of  Breogan,  from  whom  is 

«sailed  Magh  Murthemni ;  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  who  came  to 

Hrelaud  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  father ;  and  it  is  from  him  that 

call  the  South  of  Mungter  Corca  Luighi ;  Ebleo  or  Eiblinni,  son 

Breogan,  from  whom  Sliabh  Eiblinni,  in  Minister ;  Boas,  Bres, 

^ind   Boadni,  the  three  sons  of  Tighembard,98  son  of  Brighe; 

I^iar,  from  whom  is  named  Bos  Nár  on  Sliabh  Bladma ;  Sedga, 

ZVolman,  and  Mantan;  Gaioher  and  Surghi,  son  of  Caicher;  Ir, 

^Drba,  Ferann,  and  Fergna,  the  four  sons  of  Eber;  En,  Un,  Etan, 

«^josten  and  Sobarki,  whose  fisher  we  do  not  know ;  Bili,  son  of 

>righe,  son  of  Breogan ;  the  eight  sons  of  Miledh  of  Spain,  namely, 

>onn,  Arech  Februadh,  Eber  Finn,  Amirghin,  Ir,  Colpa  of  the 

_    >word,  Erimhon,  and  Arannan,  the  youngest;   four   sons  of 

;j3rimhon,  Muimni,  Luigni,  Laigni,  and  ralap ;  and  one  son  of  Ir, 

^*amely,  Eber.     Irial  the  Prophet,  son  of  this  same  Erimhón, 

J^ere  mentioned,  was  born  in  Ireland. 

^ffiw/  of  the  Gaels  in  Ireland — Their  victories '  over  the  Danaans 

Tuatha-Dé'Dananns. 

m  As  to  the  Children  of  Miledh  and  their  fleet,  no  account  is 
given  of  them,  until  they  got  into  port  at  Inber  Slangi,  which  is. 
Gatted  the  Bay  of  Loch  Garman  at  the  present  time.  Here  the 
-Tuatha-De-Dananns  mustered  their  host  and  assembled  round 
abovxt  them ;  and  they  threw  a  magic  mist  over  the  heads  of  their 
L^  voders,  so  that  the  island  lying  before  them,  seemed  to  assume 
the  shape  of  a  hog's  back ;  and  thence  some  people  apply  the 
^  "Muic-Inis,"»  that  is,  "Hog-Island,"  to  Ireland.  The 
S^JJren  of  Miledh  were  then  driven  away  from  the  shore  by  the 
—T^idic  spells  of  the  Tuatha-Dc-Dananns,  so  that  they  had  to  sail 
aJ^    i*ound  Ireland,  before   they  again  got  into  port,  at  Inber 

u-t       Tighembard,  otherwise  Tighern-  being  usually  supplied  by  a  dot  or  other 

ba   i*í    (Teeyernvard),  meaning  "lord-  mark  placed  over  the  aspirated  letter. 

2*»"  i.  e.  noble  bard.  Thence   may  have  sprung  this  fable, 

w**Á^u*c~^n*8'    This  has  been  trans-  either  through  simplicity,  or  through 

ow3.    *  ^e  ^e  °**  ^*8t; "  *n  anotner  a  stupid  love  of  the  wonderful  on  the 

^l^-     The  rather  dull  fable  recounted  part   of  some   interpreter   of  our  old 

*??.Ve»  originated  in  the  identity  of  the  AlSS.     Nothing  is  otherwise  more  na- 

*a*?**  lettere  which  compose  the  Irish  tural,  than  that  the  Gaels  should  have 

7°  r8    "muc"    (muck),   a    hog,  and  missed  the  harbor  of  Wexford  in  one 

^ch"  (moog//),  a  mist  or  obscurity,  of  those  dense  fogs  so   usual  on  the 

^ur  old  MSS.  the  '-h"  is  rarely  Irish  coast,  and  have  been  then  driven 

*****  in  aspirating  consonants,  its  place  all  round  the  island  by  a  storm. 


* 
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Skeni,  in  the  west  of  Munster.  And,  when  they  had  landed 
here,  they  marched  to  Sliabh  Mis90  (Stíeve  Mish),  and  there  ther 
are  met  by  Banba,  with  her  band  of  female  attendants,  and  witL 
her  Druids.  Amirghin*1  asks  her  name.  "  Banba  is  my  name,"  re- 
plied she, "  and  from  me  is  this  island  called  Banba."  Thence  they 
marched  to  Sliabh  Eiblinni,  and  there  they  are  met  by  Fodla; 
and  Amirghin  asks  her  her  name.  "  Fodla  is  my  name,"  replies 
she,  "and  from  me  is  this  land  called  Fodla."  They  march 
thence  to  Uisnech  (Ushnagh)  in  Meath,  and  here  again  they  are 
met  by  Eri ;  and  the  poet-sage  asks  her  her  name.  u  Eri  is  my 
name,  replies  she,  "  and  from  me  is  this  land  called  Eri.  In  re- 
membrance of  these  meetings  with  the  three  queens  of  the 
Danaans,  we  find  the  following  verse  in  the  duan,  which  begins 
— "  Let  us  sing  the  first  source  of  the  Gaels :" — 

"  Banba  on  Sliabh  Mis,  with  her  host 
In  terror  trembled — 
Fodla  on  Sliabh  Eblind"  feinted— 
Eri,  on  Uisnech." 

The  three  ladies  just  mentioned,  were  the  queens  of  the  three 
sons  of  Kcrmad.  And  some  of  our  historians  tell  us,  that  Ire- 
land was  not  possessed  by  these  sons  of  Kermad  in  three  separate 
divisons,  but  that  each  man  of  them,  in  his  turn,  possessed  the 
severeignty  of  the  entire  Island,  every  third  year ;  and  that  the 
name  of  tne  queen  of  him  who  then  ruled  it,  was  more  especially 
given  to  the  country  during  the  year  of  his  reign.  Here  follows 
a  quotation  in  reference  to  this  alternation  of  the  kingly  power 
amongst  them : 

"  The  regal  sway  came  to  each  king 
In  his  turn,  each  third  year — 
Eri,  Fodla,  and  Banba  bright, 
Were  these  brave  warriors'  wives." 

Then,  the  sons  of  Miledh  marched  on  to  Temhair,  (Thvir  or 
Tawir,)  which  is  now  called  Tara,  and  here  they  were  met  by  the 
three  sons  of  Kermad,  attended  by  their  host  of  magicians.  The 
sons  of  Miledh,  thereupon,  demanded  of  the  sons  of  Kermad, 
either  to  give  them  battle  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  land,  or  to 
resign  their  rights  quietly  to  them :  and  the  latter  answered,  that 
they  would  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  invaders'  own  brother 

M  Sliabh  Mis  is  a  mountain  in  the  appears  that  he  was  also  their  higfc- 

barony  of  Troughanacmy  and  county  priest  and  judge, 

of  Kerry.  "   Sliabh  Eblind,  I  e.  the    Fete 

"  Amirghin,  otherwise  Aimhirffbm,  Moan  tains,  on  the  borders  of  the 

(A  very  in  or  Avereetu)  son  of  Miledh,  ties  of  Tipperary  and  Limerick, 
was  the  chief  bard  of  the  invaders.    It 
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__ ^^mirgliin ;  and  they  added,  tint,  if  ho  pronounced  an  unjust 

j  udgment,  they  would  kill  him  by  magic.     AmÍrghin,  then,  gave 

-j  udgment  against  the  eons  of  Miledli,  and  decide!,  that  they 

^^r^joudd  return  either  to  the  harbor  of  Skeni.^or  to  that  <>f  Slangi, 

l£Mj-xid  that  they  should  set  out  nine  (BOWS*  or  term  to  sea,  and  if 

fc^J^»ey  could  then  make  alanding,  in  spite  of  the  Tuatha-D^Daiianns, 

^^  J_»at  they  should  possess  the  sovereign  sway  of  the  country.     Tin' 

»-^*r~""-vatha-De-Danani)s  were  satisfied  with  this  decision;  fur  tin  a 

-j.  3  ^>ped  by  means  of  their  Druidic  magic,  that  they  could  prevent 

"~  — teir  enemies  from  ever  again  making  a  landing  on  the  inland. 

The  sons  of  Miledh  then  returned  to  Iuber  Skeni,  where  they 

>t  on  board  their  ship*,  and  they  sailed  out  to  sea,  to  the  di»- 

■iceof  nine  waves,  as  Amirghin  had  ordered. 

Upon  this,  when  the  Druioa,  of  the  Tuutiia-De-Daiiaiins,  saw 

i  upon  the  sea,  they  raised  a  destructive  tempest  by  their 

Je  arts,  and  thus  stirred  up  a  dreadful  commotion  of  the 

waleu.    And  Donn,  son  of  Miledh,  exclaimed,  that  the  tempest 

"h_»«i  been  raised  by  magic.     "It  is  so,"  said  Amirghin.     Then 

A. rannán,  the  youngest  of  Miledb's  eons,  clomb  the  mast,  but  a 

sudden  squall  came  on,  and  the  young  chief  was  Hung  down  upon 

trie  deck  of  the  ship,  and  was  thus  killed.     Afler  this,  the  rolling 

of  the  rough  temrieet  separates  the  vessel,  which  carried  Donn 

from  those  of  his  companions,  and  he  is  soon  drowned,  and  the 

whole  crew  of  his  ship  with  him;  they  numbered  four-and -twenty 

warriors,  and  live  chieftains,  namely,  Bili,  son  of  lirighi,  Arccli 

i,cbniadh.,,Buau,  Bres,  and  Buadui;  with  iheni  were  twelve  wo- 

"wb,  and  four  servants',  and  eight  rowers,  and  fifty  youths  in 

"fining.     They  were  lost  at  the  Sand-hills,  which  are  called 

"Dorms  House,"  in  the  west  of  Munster.     It  is  from  this  Donn, 

KKoOtiledh,  who  was  drowned  there,  that  they  are  now  named 

"Teen  Dhoinn,"  {Tagh  yoinn,)  i.  e.  "the  House  of  Donn."     In 

V&MbvMa  of  Dons,  and  of  the  nobles  who  were  then  drowned 

ff"h  him,  Eoeaidh  O'Floinn  has  composed  the  following  rami; 

"Done,  with  Bili.  nnd  Buiin,  h'u  wife, 
Dil  and  Arcch.  son  of  Miledh, 
Bun*.  Bre=.  and  Ilutidui.  the  renowned 
Were  drowoed  at  bleak  Sand-hills." 

■And  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  also — the  ship  that  bore  him  waa 
^f&rated  by  the  storm  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  and  it  was 

%hbtr  Skint,  no»  Kemnarc  River,    a  name  Tor  some  description  of  met» 

<*i*n\v  Inhher  Kgi-ine   (inrcr  Sin!-  uro. 

"*'■  Iuber  Slangi.  i.  e.  Weston)  Bay.         "  Artch  Ftbmnúh.     This  chnropio» 

*Nmnroi«i,  It  is  not  easy  to  know  was  brother  of  Donn.     They  were  the 

*w  ii  meant  by  nine  tram."  "Toon"  eldest  eons  of  Mik'lli  (JUm),  IhivIur 

*  "tood,"  though  \U  most  twual  ac-  been,  aa  we  have  scon  born  to  him  in 

"TUdea  k  a  vavt,  may  have  been  also  Kcythia,  by  Seng,  daughter  of  N'conal. 
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driven  ashore  in  the  west  of  Minister,  and  here  Ir  was  himself 
drowned,  and  he  was  buried  at  Skelg  Michil,*  (Skellig  Mocked,) 
as  the  author  last  cited,  thus  relates : 

"  Amirghin,  the  poet-rage  of  oar  men, 
Fell  in  the  fight  at  Bffi  Teoedh, 
And  Ir  was  drowned  at  Skdg  of  Schools— 
We  lost  Arannan  in  the  harbor." 

Erimhón  leaves  Ireland  on  his  left,  and  sails  onward,  with  a 
portion  of  the  fleet,  until  he  reaches  Inber  Golpa,  which  is  now 
called  Droiched- Atha,  (Drohed  awha  or  Drogheda.)  This  estuary 
is  called  Inber  Colpa,  because  Golpa,  of  the  Sword,  son  of  Miledh, 
was  drowned  therein,  as  he  was  landing  from  the  ship,  which 
carried  his  brother  Erimhón.  Hence  it  appears  clear,  that  five 
of  Miledh's  sons  had  perished,  before  they  wrested  the  sovereignty 
of  Ireland  from  the  luatha-De-Dananns,  as  the  bard  also  recounts 
in  the  following  rann: 

"  Five  of  these  chiefs  were  sank  in  the  wave, 
Five  of  the  stal worth  sons  of  Miledh, 
In  song-loving  Eri's  capacious  bays, 
Through  Danaan  wiles,  and  Druidic  spells." 

As  to  the  other  portion  of  the  sons  of  Miledh,  namely,  Eber 
and  the  crews  of  his  division  of  the  fleet,*  they  made  good  their 

M  Sgdp,  al    Sgeilg   Michil,    i.    e.  natation  of  the  Scptuagint,  which  sets 

Michael's  rock,  now  called  the  Sgellig  down  that  catastrophe  as  having  hap- 

Isles,  off  the  coast  of  Kerry.    Skellig  pened  A.  M.  1656,  five  A.  M.  3500  m 

was  called  "  of  Schools,"  because  in  the  year  of  the  landing  of  the  Gaels  ia 

the  early  Christian  ages  its  monastery  Ireland.    These  annals  record  the  fctf- 

was  a  famous  seat  of  learning.  ter  event  thas : 

"  The  feet.      Ncnnius,    a    British        "  The  age  of  tho  world  3500.    The 

writer  who  flourished  about  the  year  fleet  of  the  sons  of  Miledh  came  to  Ire» 

850,  says  that  the  sons  of  Miledh  came  land  this  year  to  take  it  from  the  Tasy 

to  Ireland  with  a  fleet  of  120  ciuli.  tha-De-Danann."     According  to  the 

Magcoghepan,  in  his  translation  of  the  computation  of  the  Hebrews,  followed 

annals  of  Clonmamoise,  says  (hat  the  by  our  author,  this  invasiou  took  place 

sons  of  Miledh  arrived  in  Ireland  1029  in  A.M.  2736.    This  seemingly  great 

{rears  before  the  birth  of  Christ     As  discrepancy  results  chiefly  from  the  dif» 

lis  authority  for  this  he  refers  to  Calogh  fercnt  systems  of  chronology  adopted 

O'Morc,   but    he    adds,   that  Philip  by  each.    The  real  difference  between 

O'Sullivan  pays,  in  his  work  dedicated  them  in  the  period  from  the  flood 

to  the  King  "of  Spain,  that  they  ar-  to  the  Milesian  amounts  but  to  178 

rived  in  Ireland  1342  years  before  the  years,  which  is  neither  very  great 

birth  of  Christ,  which,  up  to  his  (O'Sul-  very  surprising  in  the    bardie   < 

livan's)  time,  1027,  mack;  2,960  years,  nutations  of  such  remote  times,  w] 

See  (rihmovari*  Four  Masters.    The  in  the  comparative] v  recent  bat  all  im- 

Four  Masters  who  adopted  the  system  portant  event  of  the  birth  of  our  ITyrie— 

of  chronology  that  makes  the  Deluge  to  er,  the  vulgar  computation  is  still  fome 

have  happened  in  the  year  of  the  world  vears  behind  the  real  time.    M  Tons  lei 

1242,  while  Keating  adopted  the  com-  historical  et  critiques  errlrsisntiqaw. 
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baaing  at  Inber  SkenL  Three  days  after  his  landing,  he  met 
Eri,  the  wife  of  MacGreni,  upon  Sliabh  Mis.  Here  the  battle  of 
Sliabh  Mis  was  fought  between  him  and  the  Tuatha-Dé-Dananns, 
and  in  it  fell  Fas,  the  wife  of  Un,  son  of  Ughi ;  and  from  her 
the  vale  by  Sliabh  Mis  is  named  Glenn  Fais,™  (Glen  Faush,)  as 
the.bard  tells  us  in  the  following  rann: 

"  0  vale  of  Fas,  thy  name  tells  truth  1 
No  man  can  grudge  it  or  gainsay — 
Of  Fas,  the  heroine,  it  speaks, 
Who  fell  within  thy  depths,  Glenn  Faia." 

In  that  same  battle  fell  Scota,  the  wife  of  Miledh ;  and  she 
lies  buried  near  the  sea,  at  the  north  side  of  that  vale ;  and  it  is 
to  xecord  her  death,  ana  to  point  out  her  grave,  that  we  extract 
the  two  following  ranns  from  the  lay  we  have  just  now  quoted : 

"  In  that  fight  too,  (no  hidden  ta'e !) 
Queen  Scota  met  her  doom  and  died ; 
Her  beauty  and  her  brightness  fled, 
She  fell,  at  length,  in  yonder  vale. 

"  And  hence  it  comes,  that  towards  the  north, 
Lies  Scota's  grave*9  in  yon  cool  glen, 
Beside  the  mount,  close  by  the  wave— 
She  scarcely  shunned  the  ocean's  path." 

That  was  the  first  battle,  fought  between  the  sons  of  Miledh 
*nd  the  Tuatha-Dá-Dananns,  as  we  find  recorded  in  the  same 
lay: 

"  The  first  battle  of  Miledh's  far-famed  Boas, 
When  hither  they  came  from  the  proud  Espain, 
Was  fought  at  Sliabh  Mis — 'twas  a  fearful  fight — 
It  is  history  now — it  is  lore  for  sages." 

The  two  heroines,  just  mentioned,  namely,  Scota  and  Fas,  and 
tfar  and  Ethiar,  their  two  most  distinguished  Druids,  were  the 

jtt°pnaÍBsent   aujourd'hui,   que  Jésus  of  the  above  mistake  in  its  date.    We 

Christ  naquit  quatre  ans  avaut  1'epoque,  should  then  be  careful  how  we  doubt 

tpújdaos  lea  siécles  d'ignorance,fut  prise  any  of  those  historic  events,  recorded  by 

P°ir  le  point  de  depart  del'ere  chreti-  our  own  Shanachies  for  some  disagree- 

«me ;"  i.  e.  an  ecclesiastical  historians  ment  in  the  dates  of  any  events,  when 

Jjjd  critics  now  acknowledge  that  Jesus  they  have  otherwise  left  historic  traces 

^ist  was  born  four  years  before  the  after  them  upon  the  national  memory. 
ti°e  which  during  the  ages  of  igno-        M  Glenn-Fas.      The    Four   Masters 

Jtooe  wag  taken  as  the  starting  of  the  call  thi3  place  Glenn  Faisi,  (Faushi.) 

Wffistian  era.    A  Delavignes  Manual  It  is  now  called  Glenofaush,  and  is  situ- 

J°T  Bachelors  of  Arts,  adopted  by  the  ated  in  the   townland   of  Knockatee, 

^wWitty  of  France.    This  date  has  parish     of    Ballycaslane,    barony    of 

b^n  proved  by  medals  and  by  astrono-  Troughanacmy  and  county  of  Kerry. 

JHcal  calculations.    No  one  will  dare  — O'D. 
w  doubt  that  great  event  on  account        °  Scota's   grave.     This    heroine's 
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most  renowned  of  the  Gaelic  nation,  that  fell  in  that  battle.  And, 
although  three  hundred  of  themselves  were  slain,  still  thej 
slaughtered  one  thousand  of  the  Tuatha-De-Dananns,  whose 
vanquished  host  was  forced  to  betake  itself  to  the  paths  of 
the  routed.  Eri,  the  wife  of  Mac  Gréni,  follows  her  defeated 
forces  and  she  goes  to  Talti,  and  tells  her  tale  to  the  sons  of  Ker 
mad. 

But  the  sons  of  Milcdh  remained  upon  the  field  of  battle 
burying  those  of  their  people  that  were  slain,  and,  more  especially 
those  two  druids  that  had  fallen  in  the  conflict,  as  the  bare 
tells  us: 

"  Twas  moraiog  when  we  left  Sliabh  Mis — 
We  there  met  slaughter  and  repulse 
From  the  royal  Daghda's  sons, 
With  their  stout  battle  blades. 

"  By  hardihood  we  gained  that  fight, 
Over  those  island  Elves  of  Banba — 
Ten  hundred  champions  lay  in  heaps 
At  our  feet,  of  the  Tribes  of  Dana. 

"  Six  fifties  of  our  warlike  band, 
Of  our  dread  army  from  Espain, 
Were  slain  upon  that  blood-stained  field — 
Two  sacred  priests  fell  there  likewise. 

44  Uar  and  Ethiar  of  the  steeds — 
"Well-loved  that  bold  and  dauntless  pair ! 
Gray  flags  now  mark  their  lonely  beds — 
In  their  Fenian  mounds  we  laid  them." 

Now,  eight  of  the  chieftains  of  the  Milesian  host  perished  al 
sea,  by  the  Druidic  enchantments  of  the  Tuatha-De-Dananna 
namely,  Ir,  at  Skelg  Michil ;  Arann&n,  who  fell  off  the  mast 
and  lionn,  who  was  drowned,  with  five  other  chiefs,  at  the  Sod 
hills.  Eight  noble  ladies,  also,  had  now  fallen;  two  of  theae  bad 
been  lost  with  Donn,  namely,  Buan,  the  wife  of  Bili,  and  Dil,  tin 
daughter  of  Milcdh,  who  was  both  the  wife  and  the  sister  d 
Donn ;  Skeni,  the  wife  of  Amirghin,  was  drowned  at  Intel 
Skoni,  and  it  is  from  her  that  the  estuary  in  Kiarraide  (JCierw) 
which  we  have  just  named,  has  been  called;  Fial,  the  wifeod 
Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,40  died  through  shame,  because  her  husbanc 

grave  is  still  pointed  out  in  the  valley  being   aspirated,  it  proves  that  fk 

of  Glenn  Scoithin,  townland  of  Cla-  name  "Hgota"  meant,  as  herctoto 

hanc,  parish  of  Annagh,  in  the  last-  suggested,  not  "  Scythian  woman/*  ba 

named  barony  and  county.  See  O'Dono-  was  the  Gaelic  synonyme  for  Ron  0 

van's  Four  blusters.     Glenn  Scoithin  Flora,  usual  names  of  women. 

(Skoheen)  means  the  "  vale  of  tho  little  "    Fial,  the  tcife  of  Lugaidh)  mm  q 

dower/'    Scoithin  is  here  obviously  a  lth.    Lughaidh  Mac  Itha  (Loom  Jfc 

diminutive  of  "  Scot*,"  and  the  - 1 -  Via)  fa  called  - Oéd  bid  MBr»  L < 
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bud  seen  her  naked,  as  she  was  coming  in  from  swimming,  and 
from  her  that  estuary  has  been  tailed  Inber  Fell*1  ever  amoe; 
agríiiu,  Scota  and  Fas  were  slain  in  the  battle  of  Sliabh  Mia;  two 
.-fi.Ji-.Ts  died  also,  to  wit,  the  wives  of  Ir  and  of  Muiilii mui.  hb 
of  "Breógan.  And  these  ;ire  the  eight  ladies"  and  the  eight  chic's, 
of  the  boat  of  the  Children  of  Miledh,  that  were  lost,  from  th>-ir 
first  arrival  in  Ireland,  until  they  fought  the  battle  of  Talti. 

Here  follow,  according  to  the  Book  of  Conquests,  tho  nnmt* 
of  the  seven  most  noble  women  that  came  to  Ireland  with  the 
sons  of  Miledh;  Scota,  Tea,  Fial,  Fás,  Libra,  Odba  and  iikini 
I  here  subjoin  the  record,  which  a  bardie  historian  has  kit  us 
upon  ibis  subject.  In  it  he  tells  who  the  husband  of  each  wo 
man  was,  arid  who  they  were,  whose  husbands  were  alive  at  the 
time  of  their  arrival  in  Ireland : 

'*  Tie  seven"  chief  ludÍL--  that  hitberward  cauio, 
Must  henoreil  Itv  the  Si'ii-  .if  Sliltdh, 
Were  Tea  ami  Fial  and  fair-formed  F*a, 
Libra  and  Odba,  Scota  and  Skeni. 

"  Tea  was  the  ppi'itsc  oT  Erimhnn  of  Meeds 
And  Fial  was  the  loved  tpamt  Of  Loplfli  of  hiys; 
And  Fis  was  the  spouse  of  stout  l'n,  win  of  Ughl, 
And  Skeoi  Ibe  spouse  of  the  bard-sage  Amirghin. 


That  hitherward  came  with  the  children  of  Miledh.*' 

"$*  first  or  most   ancient    poet   of  Foíle  (lover  Favh'r),  the  month  of  the 

ffwff   is     an    old    copy    of  the  river  Feale  or  Fealin  Kerry. 

^*  n[  lnvoii,-,,,!..  which  was  lately  "  Eight    dueft.       Colpa    of    the 

Ctntdin  the  library  of  the  Duke  o/  Sword    has     not    been    enumerated 

kinglum  at  Stow,  and  which  con-  amongst  these.     The  Dumber  lost  mart 

[•ins  aotno  pieces  attributed  to  him.  then  have  been  nine  not  t  ght. 

«e  of  the»  ia   a  dirge   for  his  wife  *    Sewn    ckiif    ladies.      Dil,   i.  e. 

'*»i(f(fl/j.      ]n   it  the  bard   repre-  beloved,  and  BaaD,  i.  C.  constant,  the 

■A  ii'iu'lf  m  "  Mated  on  a  cold  wives  of  Donn  and  Bili,  are  left  out  of 

■lurmj  U'arh.             lelined  with  sot-  this  enumeration. 


j  died.  Fial  her  "  Odba.  Otherwise  Odhbha  [ova), 
'"''-  .\  i»  ii'iti  nun  flower.  Being  styled  here  a  widow,  had  been  the  wife 
•"Wiled,  she  saw    a   warrior  on   the    of  Erimhóa,  sonof  Miledh,  whom   he 


"will  to  her  husband."      See  Hardi-  ter  of  Lugaidb,  son  of  Ith.     "  It  is 

**>'<  IriA  Mnutretrif.    The  language  stated  in  the  Book  of  Lecan  and  in  the 

J' t«  poem,  from  which  the  above  quo-  Lebhar  Gabbala   (Lrotir    Gavau'a)   of 

Jjtjon  w»s  made,  is  mogt  ancient,  even  the  O'Cieries,  that  Heremon  had  put 

•"glosawith  whieh  it  is  interlined,  is  away  Odba,  the  mother  of  his  elder 

■MlpDgtt  intelligible  to  one  who  ia  ac-  children,  Muimni,  Luigri   and  laigni. 

Tainted  only  with  the  modern  Gaelic.  Odba,  however,  followed  her  children  to 

"W    FttL      Otherwise    lubber  Ireland,  and  died  of  grief  from  being 
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As  to  the  children  of  Miledh,  those  of  them  that  had  Ian 
with  Eber  and  had  fought  the  battle  cf  Sliabh  Mis,  now  marc 
on  to  Erimhón,  to  Inber  Colpa,  and,  when  they  had  joined  tl 
forces  there,  they  challenged  the  three  sons  of  Kermad  and 
Tuatha-De-Dananns  to  meet  them  in  a  pitched  battle.  T 
then  came  to  a  general  engagement  at  Talti,4*  and  there  the  c 
dren  of  Kermad  were  completely  vanquished  by  the  sons 
Miledh ;  so  that  Mac  Gréni  fell  by  the  hand  of  Amirghin,  ] 
Coill  by  that  of  Eber,  and  Mac  React  by  that  of  Erimhon.  1 
thus  the  bard  records  it: 

44  The  bright  Mac  Grcni  was  laid  low 
In  Talti,  by  Amirghin, 
Mac  Coill  by  Eber,  hand  of  gold ; 
Mac  Keact  fell  by  Erimhón. 'r 

And  their  three  queens  were  also  killed,  namely,  Eri,  Pc 
and  Banba ;  as  the  bard  tells  us  in  the  rann  which  here  follow 

"  Fodla  was  slain  by  the  boastful  Etan, 
Banba  was  slain  by  the  victor  Caicher, 
£rit  the  bounteous,  fell  by  Surghi — 
Of  these  famed  heroines  such  was  the  dire  doom." 

The  greater  part  of  the  Danann  host  was  slain  at  that  n 
time.  And  as  the  forces  of  the  sons  of  Miledh  were  pursu 
their  routed  foes  towards  the  North,46  two  of  their  own  cniefti 
were  slain  in  the  chase,  namely,  Cualgni,  son  of  Breógan,  v 
fell  at  Sliabh  Cualgni,  and  Fuad,47  son  of  Breógan,  who  was  d 
at  Sliabh  Fuad 

repudiated  by  her  husband,  and  was  in-  *  Tcwsrds  the  North.    TV  Dmi 

terred  at  Odba  in  Meath,  where  her  very  probably  directed  their  flight 

children  raised  a  mound  to  her  memory,  wards  the  stronghold  of  Aifeok  11 

This  name,  from  which,  according  to  O'-  near  Deny. 

Dugan,  the  district  of  O  h-Aedha  (O'-  •  Cualgni  and  Fuad.   The  CM 

Hay)  or  Hughes  in  Meath,  has  its  die-  ford  Mountains  iu  the  county  «fljg 

tractive  title,  is  now  obsolete.    It  would  were   called   Sliabh    Cuahral  (M 

be  anglicised  Ovey."— &e  O*  Donovan's  Coolgnie).    8Uabh  Faad(&m'Jk 

Four  Masters.  lies  in  the  county  of  Armagh. 

"  Talti.  Called  oftener  Tailtenn,  now 
Teltown  in  Meath. 


.  » 


CHAPTER  VIL 

OF  THS  PARTITION  OF  IRELAND   BETWEEN  THE   CHILDREN  07 

JOLEDH. 

EBEB  AND  ERIMHON,1  ABD-RIGHA.1 

A.  M.  2736.*  When  they  had  expelled  the  Tuatha-Dé-Da- 
nannjB,and  reduced  all  Ireland  beneath  their  sway,  Eber  and 
Erimión  divided  the  conquered  country  between  them.  Accord- 
ing to  some  of  our  antiquarians,  the  following  was  the  division 
jtay  then  made;  namely,  the  part  that  lies  north  of  the  Bóinn 
(Boyne),  and  the  stream  of  Brón,  fell  to  the  share  of  Erimhon, 
ud  what  lies  south  of  that  boundary,  as  far  as  Tonn  Clidna,4 
fell  to  Eber.  The  poet-sage  mentions  that  partition  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : 

"  The  northern  half  f 'twas  a  faultless  share) 
Was  the  portion  or  king  Erimhon ; 
Through  many  a  tribe  ran  its  prosperous  bounds, 
From  the  stream  of  Bron*  to  the  Boinn's  fair  river. 

1  Eber  and  Erimhdn.    These  names  and  Emhcr  assumed  the  joint  sover- 

**  spelled    Eibher    and    Eircamhon  eignty  of  Ireland,  and  divided  Ireland 

JjJJKr  and  Airivdne)  in  modern  Irish,  into  two  parts  between  them." 
™w  is  also  sometimes  spelled  Emhcr        4  Tonn    Clidna,  i.  e.  the  wave  of 

jutf  Eimhear :  the    aspirated    labials  Clidna  or   Cliodhna   (Cleena).    Tonn 

"  mh"  and  "bh,"  being  almost  alike  in  Clidna  lay  in  Glaudore    Harbor,  on 

JJwiiOne  is  often  found  put  for  the  the  Coast  of  Kerry.    It  is  used  here 

p»  in  the  middle  and  end  of  words,  for  the  whole  of  the  sea  that  washes 

to  the  Four  Masters  this  word  is  most  the  south  coast  of  Ireland.      Clidna, 

J^y  spelled  Emher.      But  the  old  daughter  of   Genann,  became  one  of 

ktianame  "Hibernia"  or  "Ibernia,"  as  those  mythological  beings  called  in  Ire- 

*^  as  the  more  general  mode  of  spell-  land  "  Daeinetíidhe"  (Deengh  SheeJi)  or 

J?  the  nanle  itself,  are  sufficient  evi-  "  fairy  people."       In  fairy  tales  she  is 

*jce  that  "  b"  is  the  proper  radical.  usually  styled    "  Cliodhna  na  Cairgé 

,    Ard-Righa,  i.  e.  Arch  King,  "  ard-  Léithe"  (Cleena na  carguietoykie),  i.  e. 

n?W'   (Aurd-Reegha),  is  the   plural  Clidna  oi  the  Gray  Crag  or  Rock.  Ac- 

°» "  ard-righ"  (Aurd-Ree).  cording  to  Hardiman,  Clidna  was  one 

The  Four  Masters  give  A.  M.  2501  of  the  queens  of  the  Munstcr  fairies. 

**  the  year  of  this  joint  accession  to  t  he  — See  Irish  Minstrelsy. 
■Wfceigiity  of  Ireland,  which  they  thus       *  The  Bon.     The  editor  has  not 

jword  :    "The  age  of  the  world  2501.  identified  this  stream.    It   lays  some- 

This  was  the  year  in  which  Erimhon  where  in  the  west  of  Ireland. 

[905] 
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"  And  Eber,  the  conquering  son  of  Miledh, 
Took  for  his  portion  the  southern  half— 
His  iust  lot  lay  from  the  Boinn's  cool  stream. 
To  the  Wave  of  Genann's  daughter." 

Five  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  host  of  the  children  of 
Miledh  then  went  with  Erimhón  into  his  division  of  the  country. 
and  they  received  lands  from  him,  upon  which  they  erected 
duns  (doons\  each  upon  his  own  portion.  The  names  of  these 
five  chieftains  were  Amirghin,  Gostcnn,  Sedga,  Sobarki  and 
Surghi.  Here  follow,  also,  the  names  of  the  royal  raths  that 
were  erected  by  Erimhón  and  by  his  five  chieftains;  in  the  first 
place,  Rath-Bet haigh6  was  erected  by  himself  at  Argedros,'  on 
the  banks  of  the  Feoir  (Nore)  in  Osory ;  Amirghin  ouilt  Tur- 
lach  of  Inbcr  Mor  ;8  Sobarki  built  Dun  Sobarki  ;•  Dun-DelgindaP* 
was  erected  by  Sedga,  in  the  district  of  Cuala ;  Gostenn  erected 
Cathair-an-Nair11  (Cahir-an*nar),  and  Surghi  built  Dun-Eclair." 

The  following  were  the  five,  that  went  with  Eber;  namely. 
Caicher,  Mantan,  En,  Ughi  and  Fulman.  These,  also,  erected 
five  royal  raths.  Firstly,  Rath  Eómhainu  was  erected  by  Eber  in 
Laighen-Magh14  (Lyen-Afoy);  Caicher  erected  Dun-Inn11  in  the 
west  of  Ireland ;  Mantan  erected  the  Cumdach  Cairgi  Bladraide" 
(Qjodagh  Cargui  Jiloiree) ;  En,  son  of  Oighi,  raised  the  rath  of 
Ard-Suird,17  and  Fulman  the  rath  of  Carraig  Fedaigh.18 

•  RathrBcthaigh.  Now  Rathbeagh,  Sliabh  Modhnirn  (Sieve  Mown*),  a 
in  a  parish  of  the  same  name,  barony  of  range  of  heights  near  Ballybay,  covatf 
Galmoy  and  county  of  Kilkenny. — O'D.    of  Monaghan. 

7  Argedros,  otherwise  Airgead-ros,  "  Dun-Edair  was  built  upon  Bensi 

i.  c.  the  Silver  Wood.     A  woody  dis-  Edair,  now  the  II ill  of  Howth,  near 

trict,  in  ancient  Ossory,  lying  along  the  Dublin.       It    was     otherwise    Dvft- 

banks  of  the  Nore,  was  "thus  denomi-  Chrimhthainn  (D  on  Criffinn). 

natcd.— OD.  »  Rath     Ebmhain,     called     Batk 

*  Tnrlack  of  Inber  Mor.  The  XJamhain  by  the  Four  Masters.  Dr. 
Four  Masters  call  this  place  "  Tochar  0 'Donovan  conjectures  that  it  b  Batfe- 
Inbhir  Mhoir"  (  Toghar  Invir  vore),  i.  e.  howen  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

the  causeway  of  Inber  Mor.  Inbcr  Mor  u  Laighen-Magh,  i.  e.  Lcinster  plus* 

was  the  old  name  of  the  Month  of  the  u  Dun-Inn.    This  is  called  Don-Ar- 

Avooa  or44  Abhain  Mor"  (Ouin  More),  dinni  by  the  Four  Masters ;  ft  is  now 

at  Arklow,  county  of  Wicklow.  unknown. — O'D. 

9  Dun     Sobarki.     Dr.    O'Donovan  >•  Cumdadt  Cairgi  Bladraidt,  L  ft 

says  that  this  fort,  of  which  notice  has  the  building  on  the  rock  of  JSladraldha 

been   already    given,  was    not  built  The  only  name  like  Bladraide  b  Brtiy, 

during  the  reign  of  Kln-r  and  Krimhon,  in  the  barony  of  Brawney,  ax  wast 

for  Solmrki  or  Sobhairce ,  (Scwarki,)  meath. — O'D. 

after    whom  it    was  called,  did  not  "  Ard-Suird.     This  hill  b  sitoattd 

flourish  for  some  time  afterwards.  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north-watt  oJ 

'•  Dun~Delgind*i,  i.  e.  the  Fort  of  the  old  church  of  Donaghmorc,  bbh 

Dclg-liitiis.      Dclg-Innis   was  the  old  the  city  of  Limerick.     Toe  rains  of  i 

name  of  Dalkey,  island  near  Dublin.  castle  now  occupy  the  site  oftheraUu— 

»    Cathaiwn-Nair.       The    Four  O'D. 

Masters  say  that  this  fort    was  on  "  Carraig  Fedaigh.    As  Un  m 
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Other  historians  tell  us  that  the  following  was  the  partition 
made  of  Ireland  by  Eber  and  Erimhón :  the  two  Ministers  were 
assigned  to  Eber,  and  Leinster  and  Connaught  formed  the  terri- 
tory of  Erimhón.     The  principality  of  Ulster  was  given  to  Eber, 
Aon  of  It,  son  of  Miledh,  and  to  some  others  of  the  chieftains,  that 
etme  over  with  the  children  of  Miledh ;  and  the  territory  of 
CJorca  Luighe  (Corca  Looee),  in  South  Munster,  was  given  to 
Xiiigaidh,  son  of  Ith ;  that  is,  to  the  son  of  their  grand-uncle. 
Tkis  latter  account  I  deem  the  more  correct,  for  Eath  Bethaigh 
f/iah-Báhie),  which  was  the  chief  residence  of  Erimhón,  was  situ- 
ated in  Leinster,  and  also  because  the  posterity  of  Eber  originally 
d^velt  in  Munster,  while  those  of  Erimhón  dwelt  in  Leinster  and 
CJonnaught,  and  the  posterity  of  Budraide,  son  of  Sithrighe 
^SfAaefcree),  a  descendant  of  Eber,  son  of  Ir,  were  the  original 
possessors  of  Ulster.    It  is  from  this  Eudraide,  I  have  just  named, 
tfa-tó  the  real  Ultonians  are  called  the  u  Clanna  Eudraide,"  or 
d&ns  of  Eudraide,  and  thus  are  denominated,  likewise,  all  those 
of   their  progeny  that  went  into  any  of  the  other  "  fifths"  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  lands  or  of  making  conquests ;  such  as  the 
migration  of  the  children  of  Budraide  into  Leinster,  that  is,  the 
settlement  of  the  race  of  Conall  Kearnach  in  Laeighis1*  (Lueesh); 
and  the  progeny  of  Fergus  Mac  Eoigh,  who  settled  in  Conmaoni" 
\bl  Connaught,  and  in  Corcomruadhn  and  Kerry,11  in  Munster; 
wad  the  family  of  Dubidir,"  the  progeny  of  Carbri  Cluthecar,  son 
of  Cucorb,  of  the  race  of  Labraidh  Loingsech ;  and  the  family  of 
Bian*  of  the  race  of  Cathaeir  Mor,  who  had  migrated  firom 

^*  of  the  two  chieftains    seated  in  of  the  county  of  Longford,  of  which 

yonnaught,  it  is  conjectured  that  this  the  O'Ferralls  were  chiefs,  and  a  Con- 

^Rahoon,  in  Irish,  Rath  Uin,  near  the  macni  of  Muinter  Eolais,  in  tjie  south 

^n  of  Galway. — O'D.  of  Lcitrim,  whose  chieftains  were  the 

The  race    of   Conall    Kearnach.  Mac  Ran  nails,  now  generally  written 

lflese  were  the  O'Mordhas  (O  Mora)  Reynolds  and  Magranneil. 

M  ^Mores  and   their  kindred  clans,  2l  Corcomruadh,  now   Corcomroe  in 

*^led  in  Leix  or  Laeighis  in  the  Kings  the  county  of  Clare.    The  O'Connors, 

^  Queens  counties.  Corcomroe    and    the    O'Loghlins    of 

Conmacni.  These  were  the  descend-  Burrin,  are  here  meant. 

J?.!8 'of  Conmac,  son  of  the  famous  2i  Kery.    The  Ciarraidhe  {Keeret), 

^Udiam    Champion,      Fergus     Mac  from  whom  this  county  had   its  name, 

u?      "  There  were  three  territories  are  descended  from  Ciar,  another  son  of 

called  after  Septs  of  this  name  in  Con-  Fergus  Mac  Roigh.    Their  chief  Clans 

JJJiW  namely,  Conmacni  Kinel  Dub-  were  the  O'Connors  Kerry,  and  their 

t?^i  now  the  barony  of  Danmore  in  relatives. 

**  ^orth  of  Galway  ;  Conmacni  Mara,  a  The  family  of  Dubidir,  otherwise 

&ow  the  barouy  Ballynahinch,  in  the  Dubhir.     Our    author    refers  to   the 

Dorth-westof  the  same  county  ;    Con-  O'Dwyers,  chiefs  of  Kilncmanagh,  in  the 

Jfcjnu  Culi  Toladh,  in  the  south   of  county  of  Tippcrary.     This  clan  was 

"«county  of  Mayo."—  O'Donu van.  of  the  race  of  Erimhon. 

O'Plaherty  mentions  a  Conmacni  of  **  The  Family  of  Rian,    i.    e.    the 

^gh  Rein  in  Brefny,   in  the  north  O'Maeil-Riains  or  O'Ryans,  chieftains 
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Leinster  into  Minister.  But  it  was  long  after  Eber  and  Erimbón 
had  made  their  partition  of  Ireland,  that  these  tribes  removed 
from  their  native  territories  into  other  parts  of  Ireland.  It  is 
well  known  that  it  was  in  the  time  of  Muredaeh  Tireeh,  that  the 
three  Collas,  with  their  kinsmen,  left  Connaeht  in  order  to  make 
conquests,  from  the  tribes  of  Uladh,  from  whom  they  then  for- 
cibly wrested  a  large  portion  of  their  territory,  namely,  Modorn,* 
Ui  Mic  Uais  *  and  Ui  Crimthainn  ;r  and  there  many  of  their 
posterity  still  remain ;  such  as  Raghnald,*  Earl  of  Antrim,  de- 
scended from  Colla  Uais  (oosh\  the  Maguires,  Mao  Mahons  and 
O'Hanlons,  with  their  several  tranches,  descended  from  Colla  Dá 
Crioch.  In  the  days  of  Gormac,  son  of  Art,  also,  the  Demon,*  a 
family  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  came  into  Munster,  and  got  lands 
therein.  Again,  in  the  reign  of  Fiacaidh  Mul-lethan,  king  of 
Munster,  Carbri  Muse,  a  gentleman  of  the  line  of  Erimhóo, 
brought  a  poem  to  Fiacaidh,  and  received,  as  a  reward  for  his 
verses,  all  the  land  that  lies  from  Slighe  Dala  (Slee  Dawla\  L  e. 
from  Belach  Mór,  in  Ossory,  to  Cnoc  Ani  Clinch,"  as  we  read  in 
the  book  of  Armagh.  From  this  Carbri  Muse  it  is,  that  the  Qr> 
monds  have  got  the  name  of  Muscraide?1  (mooscrce).    It  was  not 

of   Uaithne,  now     the    baronies    of  county  of  Watcrford,  which  was  styled 

Owner  Beg,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  Desi  Mamhan  (Daishi  Moon),  to  die» 

and  Owney,  in  that  of  Tipperary.  tinguish  it  from  the  Dcsics  in  Meath, 

*  Modurn,  now  Cremoure  in  Mona-  now  called  Dcecc. 

ghan.      A    mountainous  district    in       *  Cnoc  Ani  Cliach,  now  Knockany 

Ulidia,  also  received  the  name  of  Mod-  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
urn   (properly  Mugdorn)  or  Mourne,       *  Muscraide,  There  were  six  districts 

from  a   tribe  of  the  descendants  of  called  by  this  name,  which  have  been  an- 

Mughdorn  Dubh,  sou  of  Colla,  who  glicised  Muskcry.  1.  Muscraide  Mitani, 

emigrated  thither  in  the  reign  of  Nial  or   Muscraide  Ui  Floinn,   L   e.  the 

the  Haughty,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Mag-  Muskcry  of  O'Flinn,  now  Muagrylyn, 

uusMacMaghthamhna,orMacMahon.  which  comprises  15  parishes   in    the 

-O'D.  north-west  of  the  county  of  Cork.  1. 

"  Ui   Mic  Uais,  now  Moygish,  in  Muscraide    Luachra    (Loogkra)    the 

West  Meath.  ancient  name  of  the  district,  in  which 

r  Ui  C'imthainn,  otherwise  called  the  Blackwatcr  of  Munster   has  Its 

Ui    Crcmhthainn  (ee  Creffinn).   The  source.  3.  Muscraide  Tri  Maighe,  L  e. 

barony  of  Shine,  in  Meath,  was  thus  of  the  three    plains,  in  the    present 

called,  from  the  "  Ui"  or  descendants  barony  of  Barrymorc,  co.  Cone,  the 

of   Crinthann,  son  of  Fiach,  son  of  territory    of    O'Doncgan.    4   and  & 

Degaidh  Duiru,  son  of  Hocadh,  son  of  Muscraide  Brcoghain  and  Muscraide 

Colla  Da  Crioch.  Ui  Chuirc  ii.  e.  O'Quirk  s),  now  Ike 

"  Raghnald,     otherwise    Reginald  barony  of  Clanwilliam  in  the  aonth- 

Mac  Donald.    According  to  Irish  his-  west  of    the    county    of  Tipperarr. 

tory  the  Mac  Donalds  of  Scotland,  from  6.  Muscraide  Thiri  [Heerie),  now  tie 

whom  the  Mac  Donalds  of  Antrim  are  baronies  of  Upper  and  Lower  Onnood» 

sprung,  are  the  descendants  of  Colla  in  the  county  last  named.     The  feral» 

Uais.  nation  "  raidc"  or  "  raidhe*'  (rss)  hi 

•  Disics,  i.  e.  the  O'Faelans  and  0'-  this  and  similarly  formed  names»  is  pat- 
Brio*  of  the  territory  now  called  the  rooymic  The  attempt  of  Dr.O'Brisn 
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long  after  this  that  some  of  the  progeny  of  Eber,  namely,  the 
descendants  of  Gormac  Galeng,  came  into  Connaught,  and  from 
tJiem  sprung  the  6alengatt  and  the  Luighni*  (Loonie),  of  whom* 

the  O'Haras  and  O'Garas  of  the  Northern  Half.    And  so  it 

with  every  other  person  and  kintt,  or  kindred,  that  migrated 
i  their  native  territories  into  other  parts  of  Ireland,  and  not 
lay  reason  of  the  partition  made  between  Eber  and  Erimhón.  I 
am,  consequently,  of  opinion,  that  the  last-cited  account  of  that 
partition  is  the  correct  one ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that 
XSriinhón  would  have  built  his  first  royal  ruth  in  the  part  that 
]aad  fallen  to  Eber's  lot,  namely,  that  of  Bath  Bethaigh,  in  Arge- 
"*  roB.  I  then  deem  that  he  built  it  in  his  own  portion,  and  that, 
tnaequently,  the  territory  of  Leinster  belonged  to  him,  as  the 

tradition  tells  us. 

There  came  also  to  Ireland,  amongst  the  followers  of  the  sons 

4_?£  Miledh,  a  learned  bard-sage  or  "  file"  (fitteh)  named  Ear,  son 

4>f  Ejs,  and  likewise  a  harper  of  harmonic  tunes,  whose  name 

^ras  Onaei  {pnee\\  and  Eber  said,  that  these  should  dwell  with 

Jaímself^  while  Erimhón  insisted  that  they  should  abide  with  him ; 

\>x&  they  at  last  arranged  the  disputed  point  by  casting  lots ; 

^hereupon,  the  musician  fell  to  the  lot  of  Eber,  and  the  bard  to 

-tbat  of  Eriínhón.    In  commemoration  of  this  contest,  the  follow- 

icog verses  are  found  in  the  Psalter  of  Gashel: 

u  Lots  then  they  (Surly  east 
For  then  two  men  of  wondrovs  science ; 
The  southern  chief  thus  got 
The  harper  skilled  in  harmony. 

"  To  the  northern  chieftain  fell 
The  bard  of  the  mighty  song ; 
Hence  comes  our  peerless  sway 
In  the  bardic  lay  and  melodious  tnne. 

"  Sweetrstringed  tunes,  rhymes  smoothly  flowing, 
In  the  north  and  the  south  of  Eri, 
Shall  reign  for  aye,  till  the  day  of  doom, 
As  the  bards  have  sung  in  the  Senchas." 

^  derive  the  name  from  "  Mtts,"  pleas-  great  Galenga.     In  West  Meath,  near 

ÍJ*Í  "Crioch,"  a  district,  is  visionary,  the    Liffey,    lay    flie    Galenga    Bega 

■^■Sbc  j)fm  0' Donovan's  Ltabhar  na  g-  (begga), or  Lesser  Galenga,  whose  chiefe 

cy«  took  tne  name  of  O'h-Aengusa,  now 

Qulenga.    The  Galenga  of  Con-  Hcnessy.       Both    of   the    Meathiaa 

^J*p*t,which  is  now  called  the  barony  of  Galenga    were    dispossessed     by  Sir 

™^n,  in  the  connty  of  Mayo,  with  Hugh  de  Lacy,  shortly  after  the   Eng- 

**e  exception  of  Coolcarney,  was  the  lish  invasion,— See  Oy Donovan' sLeabhar 

^tory  of  O'Gara  or  O'Gadhra.  Mor-  na  g-Ceart,  p.  148. 

P&m  in  Meath,  the  territory  of  0'-  "  Luigni.     The    territory  of  the 

J^hain  or  Loughan,  sometimes  bar-  O'h-Adhras,  or  O'Haras,  is  the  present 

h««ed  to  "  Duck,"   was  also  called  barony  of  Leyny,  in  the  county  of 

fr0111  this  race.    Its  present  name  is  a  Sligo.     This  district  was  also  com- 

corruption  0f  Gallenga  Mora,  L  e.  the  prised  under  the  name  Galenga. 

14 
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With  the  sons  of  Miledh,  there  had  come  over  likewise  four* 
trad-twenty  servile  laborers,  who.  soon  after  their  arrival,  cleared 
twenty-four  plains  of  wood,  ana  these  plains  were  named  after 
themselves.  Here  follow  their  names:  Aidni,  Ai,  Asal,  Modi, 
Morba,  Midi,  Cuib,  Cliu,  Kera,  Koir,  Slán,  Leghi,  Lift,  Lini,  Ligf- 
hen,  Trea,  Dula,  Adar,  Ariu,  Desin,  DMa,  i^a,  Pemenn  and 
Sura.  And  the  plains  they  had  reclaimed  are  distinctively 
known  by  the  names  of  these  laborers,  down  to  the  present  day. 
Tea,  daughter  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  who  was  the  wife  of  Erira- 
hon,  caused  an  edifice  to  be  built  for  her  at  Liath-drom  (Lceh- 
drom),  which  is  now  called  Temhair  (Tavwir);  and  it  is  from 
Tea,  daughter  of  Lugaidh,  that  that  hill  got  the  latter  name,  to 
wit,  "Teamhair,"  i.  e.  "Mur  Tea,""  (the  edifice  or  wall  of  Tea.) 

Eber  and  Eriinhón  had  reigned  conjointly  for  one  year,  when 
a  dispute  arose  between  them  about  the  ownership  of  the  three 
most  excellent  hills  in  Ireland,  namely,  Drom-Clasach*  in  the 
territory  of  Mani ;  Drom-Bethaigh,*  in  Maon-magh,  and  Drom* 
Pinghin,,f  in  Munster.    This  dispute  brought  on  a  battle  between 

*  Mitr    Tea.     Such    a    derivation  Applied  cither  to  a  woman,  hill,  bower 

would  neither  be  in  accordance  with  or  house,  it  would  thus  be  of  the  same 

the  genius  of  the  Gaelic  language,  nor  meaning  with  the  Latin  "  speckae," 

with  Gaelic  uaage,  which  are  both  ad-  derived  from  "  specto,"  to  view,  L  a. 

verse  to  such  concrete  names.    Temhair  beautiful.    It  is  most  likely  a  Pannon 

is  evidently  a  name  older  than  the  Mi-  name. — If  it  were  compounded  of  the 

lesian  colonization,  and,  if  it  be  not  words  "Tea"  and  "Mur,"  it  would 

itself  a  root,  it  is  formed  on  some  such  make  "Teamhuir  "   (Tavooir)  in  the 

root  as  u  Tcmh"  or  *'  Tcamh,"  by  the  genitive  case,  and  not  *'  Tcamhrach  " 

simple  addition  of  the  suffix  •• air"  or  (Tavrark),  like  "  losair,"  gen.  "  las- 

11  ir,"  just  as  "  Guingir,"  a  t  am,  is  do-  rach"  (losair  gen.  losragh),  and  cningir 

rived  from  "  Cuing,"  a  yoke, *•  losair,"  a  gen.  "  cungreach''  (cungir  gen.  cung- 

blaze  or  JUime,  from  •'  la»/'  light  thou.  ragh).    The  rule,  ••  Deri  vat  a  patrnm 

It  seems  of  the  same  clas3  with  "  cath-  naturam  verba  seqnuntur"  applies  to  the 

air,"  •*  lathair,"  •'  laidir,"  "  socair,"  and  Gaelic  as  well  as  other  tongues, 

a  number  of  similarly  formed  words,  *  Drom-Clasach  is  a  long  ridge,  sit- 

whose  immediate  roots  arc  not  found  in  nated  in  Ui  Mani,  in  Gal  way,  between 

Gaelic.    According  to  Dr.  O'Donovan,  Longh  Rce  and  the  River  Suck.— OD. 

Temhair  was  common  as  a  woman's  »  Drom- Bet hach  was  the  name  of  a 

name  in  Ireland,  and  it  was  applied  to  remarkable  ridge  of  hills,  extending 

more  hills  than  Temhair  in  Meath,  as  across  the  plain  of  Macnmagn,  near  Ike 

Temhair  Luachra  ( Taovir  Loogkra)  in  town  of  Loughreo,  in  the  county  of 

Kerry,  and  Temhair  Bhrogha  Niadh  Galway.— O'D. 

(TW/r VrowNeea)  in  l*instcr.    He  »  Drom-Finghin.    This  name,  pro. 

tellsusthatinCormacsGlosfiary.itis  nomiccd  Drnm  Pineen,  L  e.  Fineenw 

stated  that  the  -temhair   of  a  house  Rid^  ^ Btm  in  w  Bnd  appl5cd  tos 

means  a  bower    boudoir  or  balcony,  loD£             of  hi  h  groan  1  dmdint 

and  that  the  ••  temhair   of  a  country  Dedes-within-Drum  from  Deaee-«i5 

means  a  hill,  commanding  a  plewant  ontrDrum.  in  the  conntv  of  WaterftnC 

prospect,     lhis  interprcUition  tells  of  It  ^^^  from  q^^  Lyons,  in  the 

a  root  akin  to  that  of  -  éeoita,   a  pros-  ^^j  of  Cork,  to  Ringognaonsh,  en 

pect  or  sight,  which  is  "  6awt"  or  the  south  aide  of  the  Bay  of  Dinger» 

"  éeaofioif"  to  vim*,  to  admin,  ho.  voil 
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2Rwr  and  Erimhdn,  which  was  fought  at  Brugh-Bridain,"  in  Ui 
Tafl^hi,  at  Tóchar,  between  the  two  plains,  in  the  district  of 
tiesilL  Eber  was  vanquished  in  this  battle,  and  he  was  aiain 
Jumself  therein,  with  three  of  the  chiefs  of  his  people.  The 
Ames  of  the  latter  were  Surghi,  Sobarki,  ajid  Qqtfuuu  jLfcurf 
gprm  us  the  following  account  of  their  contest: 

"Tall  Eber  and  brave  Erimhón 
Shared  Banbe'a  realm  withoot  a  gradge 
For  one  year,  free  from  war  or  spoil, 
Till  fell  ambition  niasd  their  wii 


•  His  wife  told  Eber  of  the  fights, 

'     That  if  the  owned  not  the  smooch  ttlk, 

Of  Obwech,  Bith  and  (air  Fisghin,  t 

She'd  stay  no  night  in  KrL 

a  Then  Eber  fell,  that  august  man, 
By  Mifedh'f  eon,  brave  Arimhfo, 
la  GesflPs  land  he  got  his  wound, 
At  morn,  upon  Ifagh-Smerthainn.'' 

líis  bard  TanaideP  has  also  left  us  the  following  versos  upon 

™*  feme  event : 

• 

«Sages  of  Beats,  bad  of  glory, 
Know  we  and  ean  jb  tell  the  cense, 
Why  that  great  battle  dire  was  driven 
By  ferimhón  o'er  Boer's  might! 

*  I  shall  myself  reveal  the  same, 
Whence  sprang  that  fratricidal  war — 
Twas  for  three  solitary  hights 
That  loveliest  were  in  Eri  found — 

"  Drom-Finghin  and  Drom-CIasach  bright, 
And  Drom-Bothaidh  in  Gonnacht — 
For  these  three  hills — oh,  tale  of  woe  I — 
Was  done  that  deed  of  slaughter." 

-XhmghrBridam,  L  e.  the  Town  of  Rosa  Falghi,  or  Rosa  of  the  Rings» 

™**Ul    The  Four  Masters  call  this  son  of  the  monarch  Cathaeir  Mor. 

r^Bri-damh,  i.  e.  the  hill  of  oxen.  •  Tie  bard  Tanaide  (Tánee)  O'Mul- 

*V**te  description  of  this  battle,  it  is  eonry,  or  Mael-Oonari.    The  clan  of  the 

J*61*  that  there  were  many  mounds  at  O'Mulconries  produced  two  Arch-OI- 

TÍPlsce, in  which  Eber  and  the  other  lamhs  of  Connnughr,  of  this  name,  viz. 

****  «lain  in  the  battle  were  interred.  Tanaide  Mor,  Arcb-Ollamh,  A.I).  1 270, 

fkjfcme  of  the  Tochar  or  Causewiy  and  Tanaide,  who  died  Arch-Oliamh  in 

J****  the  two  plains  is  still  preserved  A.D.  1385.     The  Four  Masters  record 

*  tjjst  of  Ballintogher,  i.  e.  the  Town  the  death  of  another  distinguished  mem- 

?  «e  Causeway,  in  the  parish  and  bsr  of  this  bardic  family,  named  Tana- 

***J of  Geshili,  in  the  King's  County,  ide,  son  of  Maeilin,  in  1446.    The  edi» 

<J  Fi^hi,  or  Oftally,  was  the  territory  tor  cannot  say  which  of  these  bards  is 

°»  O'Conor  Falghi,  descended    from  here  cited. 
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EBIMHON,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  2787*  Erimhón,  haying  already  reigned  one  year  in 
copartnership  with  Eber,  now  took  upon  him  the  full  sovereignly 
of  Ireland  which  he  held  for  fourteen  years  after  his  brother's 
death.  The  latter  fell  at  Argedros,  according  to  some  authori- 
ties.   Thus  a  bard  tells  us  in  the  following  rann : 

"  For  fourteen  yean,  as  I  have  heard, 
King  Erimhón  sole  monarch  reigned, 
After  the  fight  at  Argedros. 
Where  noble  Eber  slaughtered  fell." 

But,  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  the  common  opinion  of  histo- 
rians, and,  as  I  think,  the  true  one,  that  Eber  was  slain  at  the 
battle  of  Gesill,  as  I  have  related  above,  and  not  at  that  of  Ar- 
gedros. 

It  was  in  Erimhón's  time  that  the  following  events  took  plaoe, 
namely :  the  battle  of  Cul-Caichir,41  a  year  after  the  death  of  Eber, 
and  it  was  there  that  Caicher,  a  chieftain  of  Eber's  people,  was 
killed  by  Amirghin,  son  of  Miledh.  In  a  year  after  that!  Am» 
irghin  himself  tell  by  the  hand  of  Erimhón,  at  the  battle  of  Bili* 
Tenedh,*  in  Cula  Breágh.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the  three 
Brosnachs48  of  Eli  burst  forth  over  the  land,  and  the  three  Uinr 
senns44  (uinshenx)  of  Tir-Olilla.  Three  years  after  this,  Fulmán 
and  Mantán,  two  chieftains  of  Eber's  party,  fell  by  Erimhon,  at 
the  battle  of  Bregan,4*  in  Fremhain. 

Eight  lakes  burst  over  the  land  in  the  reign  of  Erimhon, 
namely,  Loch  Buadaigh,4*  Loch  Bagha,4*  Loch  Kein^Loch  Finn- 

*  Erimhon' &  reign  commenced,  ac-  cord,  also,  the  springing  forth  of  tub* 
cording  to  the  Four  Masters,  in  A.  M.  rivers  called  "  Righe,"  in  Leinster,  dnr» 
3502.  ing  this  reign. 

41  Cuil-Caichir,  unknown.— OD.  «  Three  Utnsmns.    Tir  Olilk  is  the 

*  Btli-Tenedh,  or  Bile  Teinedh  (Bil-  baron y  of  Tirerrill,  in  the  county  of 
leh  TinnehV  is  said  to  be  the  place  now  8Hgo ;  but  there  is  do  river  now  called 
called  Coill  an  Bhilé  {Coill  an  villeh),  Uinsenn  ( Unskon)  therein. — O'D. 

in  English,  Billywood,  in  the  parish  of  **  Bregan  in  Fremfumu    The  Four 

Moyiwilty,  barony  of  Lower  Kelts,  and  Masters  called  this,  Bregan  in  Femhen. 

county  of  Mentha— O'D.     Hardiman,  The  latter  is  a  plain  in  the  sootb-eaat 

in  his  Irish  Minstrelsy,  gives  some  short  of  Tinperary.    Fremhain,  now  Frew  in, 

poetic  pieces  attributed  to  Amirghin,  is  in  West  Meath. — OD. 

who  was  slain  at  this  place.    Amirghin  *  Loch  Buadaigh,  L  e.  the  I*ke  of 

was  surnamed  Ulun-gel,  i.e.  Fair  Knee,  the  Victor,  not  known. — O'D. 

He  was  slain  in  the  second  year  of  "  Loch  Baftha,  now  Lough  Bank 

Krinihon's  reign.  near  Castle  Plnnket,  in  the  county  of 

*  Three  Brotnachs.    The  Four  Mas-  Roscommon.— O'D. 


tcrs  say  nine.    There  are  at  present  *  Loch  Rtin.    This  name  is  still  aft» 

but  two  rivers  known  by  this  name  in  plied  to  a  small  lake  in  Magh  Rein,  in 

fill    The  others  must  be  tributary  the  county  of  Lei trinv— O'D. 
streams.— O'D.    The  Four  Masters  re- 
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Maizhe,"  Loch  Gr«ni,M  Loch  Riach,n  over  tbe  plain  called  Magh- 
Maein,  Loch  Da-Caech,"  in  Leinster,  and  Loch  Laugh,"  in  Uisti-r. 
Jn  the  third  year  after  this,  Un,  En,  and  Ktan  were  slain  by 
Erttnhon,  id  the  battle  of  Comliari,64  in  Mouth,  and  their  sepul- 
chral mounds  were  raised  at  tbe  .same  place.  In  the  same  year 
■the  three  Sucks"  burst  over  the  land  in  Connaught. 

Some  historians  tell  us  that  it  was  Erimlum  that  divided  Ire- 
land into  five  "fifths,"  or  provinces,  amongst  some  of  his  chief- 
tains, after  the  death  of  his  brother  Eber.  First,  he  gave  the 
*'  fifth"  or  province  of  Lcinster,  to  Criintliatit'i  Sciathbel,  a  noble- 
«nan  descended  from  the  Fer-bolgs.  The  province  of  Munster  he 
gave  to  thefoursous  of  Eber,  namely,  Er,  Ortia,  Ferann,  and  Fergna. 
5le  gave  the  province  of  Connaeht  to  Un,  son  of  Ughi,  too  to 
"35tan,  two  chiefs  who  had  followed  him  from  Spain.  Iu  like 
ynauner  he  left  the  province  of  Ulster  to  Eber,  tbe  son  of  his 
■brother  It. 

Thv  Cnalmigh  or  PicU. 

It  was  in  the  rcigu  of  Erimhón,  also,  that  the  Onthnigh,"  that 
•s,  tbe  Picii,  a  host  that  had  emigrated  from  Thrace,  came  to 
Ireland  ;  and,  according  to  Gonitac  Mac  Culinan,  in  his  IValler, 
the  cause  of  their  leaving  Tlirnee,  WM  because  Policormis,  the 
fifcg  of  Thraoe,*7  sought  to  violate  a  beautiful  marriageable dam- 
sel, who  was  the  daughter  of  Oud,  Ihe  head  chieftain  of  the 
*J!,c,ai  while  her  nation  wen'  at.  free  quartern  in  his  country. 
Whi;n  (Jud  and  his  Cruihnish  perceived  that  the  king  had  an 
mention  to  violate  the  damsel,  they  slew  him  and  then  left  the 

,  "    Lock  Finn-Maighc  is  now  called  "   The  three  Suds  are  the  risers  still 

r*h  FcBTOjond  Gsradice  Lough.    It  called  the  Sack  sod  its  tributaries,  ihs 

"*' tttited  on  the  baron; of  CarrigaUen,  Sheffin  and  the  River  of  Uloubrock,  in 

*"*  couatv  of  Lei  trim. — O'D.  the  county  of  G&lway. 

.       Zack  Grtni.     The  Lake  of  Grian  "   Crtiithnigk     Many   etymologies 

r  Toman's  name),  now  Loch  Graney,  have  been  eiven  for  this  name.    To  the 


O'D. 

-ijotk  Riaeh,  now  Lough  Reagh, 


hare  been  given  for  this  name.  To  the 
editor  it  seems  to  be  a  dialectic  varia- 
tion  of  "  Brethnaigh,"   i.  e.   Britons. 

_        _.  .„ „-.    The  Gaels  often  use  the  letter  "c,"  or 

?** 'tte  town  of  Loughrca,in  thecoun-    "g,"  where  the  Britons  use  "p,"  or 
"i'Gshrw.  "B."  Tha8theGaelseay"cenn"ftinn), 

r.  4-och  Da-Catch,  an  old  name  of  for  the  British  "pun,"  a  head,  sod 
l***ford  Harbor. — O'D.  "mac"  for  the   British  "map"  or 

,      *«oc»  Latgk,   now   called   Belfast    "mab.'anm. 

"JSn.  "  Thrace.     It  were  well  that  onr 

_  Cmhari,  called  Comhrairi  in  the  author  gave  tho  Celtic  name  of  the 
"of  Masters,  is  now  called  Kilcomc-  country,  which  he  calls  Thracia  or 
■«*■  It  Iks  new  the  hill  of  Uisnech,  Thrace.  Tbe  modern  name  "  France" 
»  the  barony  of  Moycsshel,  in  West  is  used  a  little  further  on  for  "  Gallia,- 
"***•■  by  a  gi  L      : 
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country.  They  then  passed  from  land  to  land,  until  they  reached 
France,  and  there  they  got  military  quarters  and  lands  from  thi 
king  of  France,  upon  which  they  Duilt  the  city,  which  is  called 
Pictavium,  from  the  name  of  their  nation,  that  is,  from  the  Picta 
or  Cruthnigh,  who  founded  it.  But,  as  soon  as  the  king  of  France 
hoard  the  lime  of  the  damsel's  beauty,  he  resolved  to  make  her 
his  mistress.  When  Gud  was  told  of  this,  he  fled,  with  all  his 
people,  and  set  out,  with  his  daughter,  for  Ireland;  but,  while 
they  were  at  sea,  the  damsel  died,  and  they  then  got  into  port  aft 
Inl)er  Slangi.  Bede  agrees  with  this  account  of  their  migration, 
but  he  says  that  it  was  in  the  north  of  Ireland  that  they  landed. 
It  is  thus  that  he  expresses  himself  in  the  first  book  of  his  His- 
tory of  the  Saxon  Church :  "  It  is  said  that  the  Pictish  ram 
chanced  to  come  to  Ireland,  in  a  few  long  gallics,  over  the  ocean. 
driven  by  the  wTinds  outside  all  the  coast  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  they  landed  upon  its  northern  coast,  and  finding  the  Scotic 
nation  settled  there  before  them,  they  asked  for  a  settlement  for 
themselves,  likewise ;  but  they  did  not  obtain  it."58  Ilowevcr,  it 
was  not  in  the  north  of  Ireland  that  they  landed,  but  at  the  end 
of  Inber  Slangi,  and  in  the  Harbor  of  W  exford,  as  we  have  men- 
tioned.    Here  they  were  met  by  Crimthann  Sciathból,*  who  was 

"  Contigit  gen  tern  Fictoram  de  Scy-  sovereignty  of  Ireland  with  Erimhon, 

thia,  ut  per  hi  bent,  longis  navibus  non  if  he  were  not  its  real  king,  and  Erin* 

multis   oceanum    ingressam,  circuma-  hon  and  Eber  leaders  of  his  foreign 

geute  flatu  ventorum  fines  omncs  Bri-  auxiliaries.    Crimthann's  race  has  per» 

tannine  lliberuiam  pervenissc,  ejusq^ue  ished,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Danaant* 

Septentrionales  oras  intrasse  atque  in-  and  no  record  remains  of  either  but 

veuta  ibi  gente  Scotorum,  sibi  quoque  what  it  has  pleased  their  conquerors  to 

in  partibus  illis  petiisse  locum,  nee  ím-  hand   down.    The   Danaans,   thomrii 

petrassc  potuisse.  driven  from  Tara  and  Meath  by  toft 

••  Crimthann  SciathbN.  By  thus  battle  of  Talti,  must  have  still  mam- 
finding  this  Firbolgic  chief  ruler  of  one  tained  their  sway  at  Ailech  Neid,  near 
of  the  richest  parts  of  Ireland,  and  in  Derry,  as  we  may  infer  from  some  dim 
close  alliance  with  the  king  of  the  glimpses  we  shall  again  get  of  them  m 
Gaels,  but  a  few  years  after  the  con-  that  quarter  of  Ireland.    Neither  we» 

Jraest  of  Ireland,  we  may  infer  that  the  those  more  early  colonist*,  the  Fomo- 

ormcr  nation  was  still  powerful  in  the  rians,  yet  extinguished.     They  aha! 

country.   In  fact,  one  might  judge  that  again  appear  in  our  history.    Irekai 

the  Gaels    then,  and  for  ages  after,  must  then  have  been  at  this  time  a» 

maintained  their  pro-eminence,  as  the  habited  by  various  tribes  of  distinct 

Norman  knights  did  in  more  recent  origins.    The  Iberian  who  had  come 

times,  by  setting  one  portion  of  the  na-  slowly  by  the  Mediterranean  coasts  of 

tion  against  the  other.     More  than  Africa  and  by  Spain,  leaving  many 

1000  years  after  this  time,  wo  shall  find  colonics  on  his  way,  hss  met  on  the  es- 

the  (Jaels  still  a  minority  of  the  nation,  tremc  verge  of  the  old  world  the  Nemo» 

when,  during  what  is  called  the  Atta-  dian  and  Belgian,  or  Fer-bolg,  whom 

cottic  war,  they  were  all  but  extcr-  we  have  traced  thither  by  another  route, 

minated  by  the  subject  races,  combined  from  nearly  the  same  eastern 

for  a  moment  under  Carbri  Cnt-Kcnn.  Neither  can  go  farther,  and  on 

The  Belgian,  Crimthann  Hciathbel,  at  of  necessity  exterminate  the  other. 
this  time  very  probably  divided  the 


/ 
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the  ruler  of  Leinster,  under  Erimhón,  at  that  time,  and  he  formed 
an  alliance  with  them.  The  chieftains  of  their  fleet  were  Gud 
and  his  son  Cathluan*  (Cahlooan).  And  the  motive  that  induced 
Crimthann  to  form  an  alliance  with  them,  was  because  .certain 
chiefe  of  the  British  nation,  who  were  called  the  "  Tuatha  Fidga,"61 
were  then  extending  their  sway  over  the  Fotharts,**  on  both  sides 
of  the  mouth  of  the  river  SlángL  These  were  a  people  of  whom 
each  man  carried  poisoned  weapons,  so  that  whatever  wound 
they  inflicted,  whether  large  or  small,  no  remedy  could  avail  the 
wounded  man,  or  save  him  from  death.  Crimthann  had  heard 
that  there  was  a  learned  Druid  amongst  the  Cruthneans,  who  was 
named  Trosdán,  that  could  give  him  and  his  people  a  remedy 
against  the  poison  which  the  Tuatha  Fidga  bore  upon  their  weap- 
ons ;  and  he  asked  Trosd&n  what  remedy  he  should  have  re- 
course to  against  the  poisoned  weapons  of  those  people  we  have 
named.  "Get  milked,"  said  Trosdan,  "one  hundred  and  fifty 
white  and  hornless  cows,  and  let  their  milk  be  thrown  into  a  pit 
in  the  midst  of  the  field  where  you  have  been  wont  to  fight 
these  people,  and  then  challenge  them  to  meet  you  in  battle  upon 
that  same  ground ;  and  let  every  man  of  your  people  that  shall  re- 
ceive a  wound,  bathe  himself  in  the  pit,  and  ne  shall  be  healed 
from  his  poisoned  wound,"  Crimthann  then  did  as  the  Druid 
had  told  him,  and  he  challenged  the  Tuatha  Fidga  to  meet  him  in 
battle  at  Ard-lemnacta  (Awrd-lewnaghta),  and  there  he  routed 
them  with  dreadful  slaughter.  From  this  fact  it  has  come,  that 
that  hill  has  been  called  the  battle  of  "Ard-lemnacta,"  (Le. 
New-Milk-Height,)  ever  since,  as  the  bard  has  recorded  in  the  fol- 
lowing lay: 

*  CatfUuan.    Caledonia,  the  old  La-  ever,  of  much  wider  extent.   There  was 

tin  name  of  Scotland,  is  derived  by  the  Fothart  Arbrech,  in  the  north-east 

some  antiquaries  from  this  chief.  of   the  Kings    county  ;    the  Fothart 

"  Tuatha  Fidga,  otherwise  Tuatha  Oirthir  Lifi,  in  Wicklow ;  Fothart 
Fiodhgha  (Tooha  Feeya).  These  words  Osnaidech,  or  Fotharta  Fea,  in  Car- 
might  be  translated  4<  savage  tribes,"  low,  now  the  barony  of  Forth  in  that 
i.  e,  '•  Tuatha  "  tribes,  and  "  Fiodhga  "  county  ;  and  Fothart  au  Chairn,  in 
or  "Fidga,"  mid  or  savage — an  adjec-  Wexford.  They  received  their  name, 
tive  formed  from  "  Fiodh  "  or  "  Fidh  "  according  to  Irish  tradition,  from 
(Feeh) — a  wood.  So  the  Latins  formed  Eocaidh  Finn  Fothart,  the  brother  of 
*  Silvestris,"  (whence  comes  the  Eng-  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles.  O'NoIan' 
lish  word  "  savage,"  through  the  old  was  chief  of  the  Fotharts  of  Carlow, 
French  "  salvage,")  from  "  sylva,"  a  O'Lorcan  or  Larkin  of  the  Fotharts  of 
wood.                                        "  Wexford,  which   position   they  main- 

u  FoUiarts.     From  the  description  tained  until  the  English  invasion.  ^  The 

given  above,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  other  Fotharts  were  early  extinguished, 

tbe  baronies,  or  Forth  and  Shelmalier  The  name  is  prematurely  applied  here,  if 

in  Wexford,  were  the  districts  where  it  be  derived  from  the  brother  of  Conn, 

the  Tuatha  Fidga  were  settling.    The  but  that  chief  may  just  as  likely  have 

ancient  Fotharta  (Foharto)  were,  how-  received  his  surname  from  the  district. 
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"  Ard-lemnact,  in  yon  southern  land, 
Each  learned  sage  must  learn  the  cause, 
Why  that  height  received  the  name 
Now  borne  by  it,  since  Crimthann  reigned. 

"  Crimthann  Sciathbél  caused  that  name, 
That  he  might  save  his  warriors  true, 
And  heal  them  from  the  baleful  wounds 
Of  their  most  fierce  and  savage  foes. 

"  Six  Cruthneans,  whom  God  had  sent» 
Had  come  to  him  from  Thracia'a  land, 
Solén,  Ulpra,  Nectan  the  famed, 
Aengus,  Lethan  and  Throsdán,  sage. 

"  To  these  Qod  granted*  by  their  lore, 
To  heal  the  tortured  warriors'  wounds, 
And  save  them  from  the  poisonous  pangs 
Of  the  rude  giants'  weapons  fell. 

"  A  cure  the  Cruthnean  found  for  them, 
That  Druid  wise,  as  well  he  might, 
Thrice  fifty  hornless  snow-white  cows 
Were  milked  together  in  one  pit 

"  And  then  they  joined  in  desperate  fight, 
Close  by  the  pit  that  held  the  milk  ; 
And  there,  in  battle  brave  went  down, 
Those  monster  pests  of  Banba's  height" 

But  after  this,  the  Picts,  with  Gud  and  his  son  Cathluan  at 
their  head,  proposed  to  themselves  to  make  a  conquest  of  Lein- 
ster.  But,  when  Erimhón  heard  thereof,  he  mustered  a  numerous 
host,  aud  came  against  them.  Upon  this,  as  they  saw  that  they  were 
not  strong  enough  to  meet  him  in  battle,  the  Cruthneans  made  A 
peace  and  a  friendly  league  with  him.  Erimhón  then  told  them, 
that  there  lay  another  country  to  the  north-east  of  Eri,  and  lie 
counseled  them  to  go  and  dwell  therein.  The  Cruthneans  then 
requested  of  Erimhón  to  give  them  some  marriageable  women 
from  amongst  the  widows  of  those  warriors,  who  had  been  killed 
in  the  expedition  from  Spain.  Thus  Bede  informs  us  in  the  first 
book  of  his  History  of  the  Saxon  Church.  And  they  gave  the 
Sun  and  Moon  as  tneir  sureties,  that  the  kindly  power  in  Crathen- 
tuath*  (  Crttken-tooah),  which  is  now  called  Alba,  should  be  held  by 
the  right  of  the  female,  rather  than  by  that  of  the  malo  progeny, 
unto  tiie  end  of  life.  Upon  this  condition  Erimhou  gave  then 
three  women,  to  wit,  the  wife  of  Bres,  the  wife  of  Buas,  and  the 
wife  of  Buudni.  Cathluan,  who  was  now  their  head  chieftain, 
took  one  of  these  for  his  own  wife.  They  then  set  sail  for  Cra- 
then-tuath  (i.  e.  PicMand),  and  Cathluan  conquered  the  sovereign 

«  Cnrffcfrfiiatá,  L  e.  Pi 
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pawex  in  that  country,  nud  he  became  the  first  king  of  Alba  oi" 
ihe  Cruthnean  race,  as  we  read  in  that  duau  contained  in  the 
PsaJter  of  Cashel,  which  begins  thus :  "  Hearken,  ye  sages  of  all 
AJba."    It  makes  ihe  following  mention  of  the  present  subject: 

"The  compering  C rati iiiigb  miized  that  land, 
When  driven  ihitlur  t'roi.i  Kn:-un-nmgh;M 
AjmI  U-ii  iuhJ  nixty  far -fumed  kings 
Or  these  did  reign  o'er  Crntlien-clar." 

"  Of  these,  Cathloan  was  the  first — 
(I  now  but  briefly  name  their  sIáuj,) 
The  last  king  of  that  race,  who  reigned, 
Was  the  iuirdy  hero  l.Vinatantin." 

However,  the  druid  Trosdan,  and  the  five  other  Cruthnean 
^ges  mentioned  in  the  lay  first  quoted,  remained  in  Ireland 
I***1"  Catiiluan,  and  they  there  received  lands,  in  the  plain  of 
iir«ag-h  (Bred),  in  Meath,  from  Erimhón. 

„»  .  ^e  fourteenth  year  after  the  death  of  Eber,  Erinilidri  died, 
•dioa,  on  the  bank  of  the  Feoir  or  Nore ;  and  it  me  there, 
.,  that  he  was  buried.  In  the  same  year,  the  river,  which  is 
^Ued  the  Ethm*  {8mm),  burst  forth  over  the  land,  in  Ui  Neill," 
it^L"^  ^e  r'ver  ^01-'  Fregobal"  (FreowT)  burst  over  the  land,  be- 
"^^ea  Dal  Araide  and  Dal  Riada. 

ML'IMNI,  LUIGNI  AND  LAIGNI,  ARD-RIGHA. 

,  -Ji.  U."  2752.  The  three  sons  of  Erimhon  succeeded  their 
^*ler  in  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for  three  years. 
**"*3inu)i,  Luigni,  rind  Ijaigni,  were  their  names ;  and  they  reigned 
"^•Djointly  until  the  death   of  Muimni,  upon   Magh-Cruaghaa* 

™"*  Efam-Ma/rh,  i.  e.  the  Irish  Plain  falls  into  Lough  Bee,  srrath-weat  of 

«^  ^ieM.    The  termination  ntaguj,  so  Ballymahon.  in  West  Meatb. 

P^*q»nthioIdG*llici»niee,agin"Ro-  •>  Ui  If  till,  i.  e,  the  land  of  the  Ui 

J2?i™,"  Rouen,  as  If  Both  or  Ruadb-  Neill,  or  descendants  of  Niall  of  the 

!?r~*gh,  seems  formed  from  the  Gaelic  Nine  Hostages,  of  whom  the  O'Neills 

^T**^tk"  Le.  a  plain.  Ereun-uiagh  might  of  Tyrone  were  bat  a  sept. 

e^_  «tiniied,  Erinomagns,     In  (brining  —Fregobal,  now  the  Ravel  Water 

ijwiiad  and  derivative  words,  the  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  which  flows 

ta  silenced  or  aspirated  one  of  the  oat   of  the  small   lake  called  Agaaa- 

■^ig  consonants,  in  order  to  avoid  munican,  in  the  parish  of  Duoaghy, 

'"   r  of  discordant  ele-  flowing    through    Qlenravel,   antiT   it 

i at  is  so  frequent  in  joins  the  Dungonell  river.    Dal-Araide 

|jjT^*semtonguea.TheLotirjiandUreeks  extended  from  Newry  to  this  river; 

«Jr***  threw  in  a  vowel  between  them  Dal-Riada  comprised  the  remainder  of 

^*^*  lite  purpose,  or  dropped  a  flnal  "s."  Antrim. — O'D. 

tfc__"  Cnahtn-ClaT,  i.  e.  Ibe  Cruthnean  "  A.  M.  3517.— Four  Master». 

jr^ia    Clar    mean»  a  ooard,  table,  or  n  jtfagVCniogWis.poBjibly.in  the 

r***toi.  conntyof  Roscommon.  Ard  Ladrann  U 

™"  ft(4m",  now  the  Rivai  tnny,  which  supposed  to  be  Ardarnine,  in  Wexford. 
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(Moy-  Oroohan),  and  until  Luigni  and  Laigni  were  alain  by  the 
sons  of  Eber,  in  the  battle  of  Ard-Lodrann. 

$R,  ORBA,  FBRANN  AND  FERGNA,  ARD-RIGHA. 

A.  M.71  2755.  Er,  Orba,  Fcrann'and  Fergna,  the  four  sons  of 
Ebcr,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  one  single  year,™  at  the 
end  of  which  they  were  slain  by  Irial  the  Prophet,**  in  revenge 
for  the  death  of  his  two  brothers. 

IRIAL  THE  PROPHET,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  2756.  Irial  the  Prophet,  son  of  Erimbón,  then  held 
the  sovereignty  for  ten  years;  lor  his  three  elder  brothers  had 
left  no  offspring  after  them.  Besides  this,  Irial,  upon  coming 
to  the  throne,  gained  glory,  and  supremacy  by  having  slain  the 
four  sons  of  Éber — Er,  Orba,  Ferann  and  Fergna,  in  vengeance 
for  his  two  brothers,  whom  those  kings  had  slain.    Sixteen 

Slains  were  cleared  of  wood  in  the  reign  of  Iriall,  namely :  M&gh- 
•echet,in  Leix;74  Mngh-n-Eli,75inLeinster ;  Magh-Comair;*  Magh* 
Soli,  in  Ui  Xeill;  Magh-Sanais,  in  Connaught;  Magh  n-Inia,  ia 
Ulster;  Magh-Lungi  and  Magh-Mide,  in  Kianacta ;  Magh  Teot, 
in  Ui  Mae  ITais ;  Mngh-Fernmaighe,  in  Oirghialla;  Magh-Ffr 
thai n,  in  the  western  districts ;  Magh-Coba,  in  Ibh-Ecnach; 
Magh-Cmna,  in  UiNeill;  Magh-Culi-Feda ;  Magh-Riada ;  Magh- 
Dairbrech,  in  the  Fotharts  of  Dairbrech.  in  Leinster.  Irial  the 
Prophet,  son  of  Erimhón,  erected  seven  royal  raths,n  likewise,  íq 


n  A.  M.  3519. — Four  Masters.  alio  in  Meath.  Magh-Sana;$t 

n  One  single  year.    The  Four  Mas-  Maghrn-Inis,  the    barony  of 

tors    say  that   these  princes   reigned  county  of     Down  Magh-Lungi   «ad 

but  half  a  year,  A.  M.  3519—  Four  Magh-Mide,  in  Kianacta,  thai  k,  k 

Masters.  the  north-west  of  Londonderry.    Ill 

n  Irial  the  Prophet t  in  Irish,  Irial  Four  Masters  call  the  former  Magb 

Faidh  (Faub).      "Faidh,"  is  synony-  Laghna,  Magh- Ted,  in  Ui  Mks  Ual| 

mou8  with  "  Vates."  or  Moygoosh,  unknown.     K*g&-JW» 

"  Magh-Re&het,  in  Leix.    This  plain  maigke,  now  the  barony  of  Faroe*  ii 

lay  in  the  present  barony  of  Portna-  the  county    of    Monaghan.     Ingfc 

hinch.  adjoiuiug  the  Great  Heath,  near  Fothain,  in  Orior,  co.  Armagh.  Uayfc 

Maryborough.    It  is  now  called  the  Coba,  in  Iveagh,  co.  Down.    Mufc 

Manor  of  Morett.— 01).  Cuma,  unknown.     Mngh-Culi    #3*, 

n  Magh-n-Eli,  in  Leinster,  now  Moy-  probably  in  the  district  round  Lo«gl 

elly,  atowiriuudin  the  parish  of  Kil-  Fca,  in  Fame?.     Magh-Riaém,  mm 

managlian,  barony  of  Kilcoursy  and  situated  in  the  kings  co.    McmkHmt 

Kings  county.      It  was  famous  as  the  brech.  i.  e.  the  plain  of  the  Oaka,  hg 

residence  of  frinu  Mac  Cunihail,  in  the  near  the  Hill  of  Croghan,  in  the  M 

3d  century.  county. — O'D. 

w  Mrr'i-Comair,  probably  the  plain  n  Seven  royal  roths.     1.  Hath  JDhl 

round  Cu  minor  near  Clonard  in  Meath.  bacith,  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  taw, 

llugkrSeli,  i.  e.  the  Plain  of  the  Sele,  at  Eman  Maeha,     Than  was 


*bs  jnmwY  or  uueiakd.  JU0 

Ireland,  during  his  reign,  namely :  Bath  Kimbaeith,  at  Email, 

;J£a*h  Crucni,  on  Magh-lois;  Bath  Bwhall,  in  the  Lathorn* ;  Bath 

C^onkeda,  in  Semiu;   Bath  Mothaigh,  in  I)egh-Carbad ;   Bath 

^uireoh,  in  Slecta ;  ^thLocait,  in  Giascarn.    The  year  after,  the 

t£aree  rivers  called  the  three  Finns,7*  burst  oyer  the  land  in  Ulster. 

*£to  Tear  following,  IriaL  sained  four  battles.    The  first  of  these 

W»*  the  battle  of  Ard-Iamaith,"  in  Tebtha  (T$a\  in  which  Stirni, 

eon  of  Dubb,  was  slain ;  the  second  was  the  battle  of  Tenn-Magh, 

wliich  Irial  fought  against  the  Fomaraigh,  and  in  it  fell  the  Fo- 

morian  king,  whose  name  was  Ectghi  Eckenn  ;•  the  third  was 

the  battle  of  Loch-Magh,®  in  which  fell  Lush-Both,  son  of  Mogh- 

Fehb*  the  fourth  battle  was  that  of  Oul-Marta,*  where  the  four 

•ona  of  Eber  were  vanquished.    It  was  in  remembrance  of  these 

tela,  that  the  duan,  which  begins  with  the  following  verse,  was 

«imposed: 

u  Irial,  youMeat  son  of  the  king 
Of  Die  land  of  Fodla,  queen  o?  ringlets, 
Reigned  at  8liabh  Mia,  reigned  at  Madia»* 
A  victor  in  fair  hard-won  fights." 

h  two  years  afterwards,  Irial  died  at  Magh-Muaide ,•  and  was 
wied  at  that  same  place. 

ETHBIAL,  AEIMftlGH. 

.  A.  U.  276«*    Ethrial,  son  of  Irial  the  Prophet,  son  of  Er 
■Aon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  twenty  years.    In  his 

tot  of  the  name  near  Wand  Magce,  Hone-Chief,  or  the  Hone-headed.   Ec- 

«.  Armagh.  2.  Rath  Crocni,  unknown.  caidh.seems  derived  from  uEch,"  a  hone, 

*  Rati  BachaJl,  otherwise  Bacain,  in  and  if  so,  it  oorresponds  closely  with 

tone,  co.  Armagh.    Rath   Con-heda,  the  name  Equitius. 

Perhaps  ia  Inland  Magee,  which  was  81  Lochmagh,    probably    Longhma, 

formerly   called     Rinn    SemnL      5.  near  Thurles,  ca  Tipperary.— O'D. 

jW  Mothaigh,  now  Ryemohy,  barony  w  Mogh-Febis,  otherwise.   Mofemis, 

«  Bapboe,  and  county  of  Donegal.    6.  a  chief  of  the  Fer-Bolgs. — O'D. 

W  Buirech,  otherwise  Rath  Buirg,  w  Cut  Maria,  net  known.    The  Four 

Jjftwown.   (Slccta  is  called  Slectmagh  Masters  set  down  this  battle  as  having 

vtbe  Four  Masters.)     7.  RathLocait,  been  fought  in  the  first  year  of  his 

^Bwnown.— O'D.  reign.     Keating  has  set  it  last,  through 

ÍW  Finns.     The  Finn,  flowing,  carelessness. 

*°*gh  Raphoe,  co.  Donegal,  was  one  •*  Reigned  at  Sliabh  Mis  reigned  at 

i?      ^e  °^ncrs  were>  perhaps,  its  Macha,  i.  e.  ruled  the  whole  of  Ireland, 

tojjataries.  from  north  to  south. 

Ard  Inmoith,   otherwise  Ard  In-  •»  Magh  Muaide,  perhaps  the  plain 

?J?^-  The  Fonr  Masters  call  the  chief  of  the    Kiver  Moy,  flowing  between 

^  in  this  battle  "  of  Fomhor,"  i.  e.  Mayo  and  Sligo,  but  the  name  was  also 

«the  Pomorian  nation.    The  name  applied  to  a  plain  near  Knockmoy,  six 

Ard  Inmaith,  as  well  as  the  following  mites    south-east  of  Tuam,  which  is 

°neTenmagh,  is  obsolete.— O'D.  probably  the  place  meant.-— O'D. 

fogAi  Eckenn.  otherwise  Eoch-  *  A.  D.  3530. — Four  Masters. 
awh,  Each-cheann,  i.  e.  Eochaidh,  the 
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time,  seven  plains17  were  cleared  of  wood  in  Ireland,  namel 
Tenn-Magh,  in  Connaught :  Magh-Lighat  and  Magh-Belaigh, 
Ui  Turtri ;  Magh-Gesilli,  in  Ui  Falghi ;  Magh-Octair,  in  Leindtc 
Loch-Magh,  in  Connaught,  and  Magh-Rath,  in  Ibh  Ecluu 
When  this  king  had  spent  twenty  years  as  sovereign  ruler 
Ireland,  he  was  slain  by  Conmael,  son  of  Eber,  in  the  battle  * 
Kaeiri,®  in  Leinster. 


CONMAEL,  ARD-RIGH. 

*  A.  M.  2786.*  Conmacl,  son  of  Eber  Finn,  son  of  Miledh  » 
Spain,  reigned  thirty  years.  He  was  the  first  king90  of  the  n 
ot  Eber.  This  Conmael  fought  five-and-twenty  battles*1  agaii 
the  progeny  of  Erimhon.  Here  follow  the  names  of  nine  ■ 
these  battles :  the  battle  Ucha,  the  battle  of  Cnueha,  the  bat 
of  Eli,  the  battle  of  Sliabh-Betha,  the  battle  of  Gesill,  wh« 
Palap,  son  of  Erimhon  was  slain,  the  battle  of  Sliabh  Modui 
where  Semroth,  son  of  Inboth,  fell,  the  battle  of  Cleri,  the  bat 
of  Loch  Lcin,  in  which  Beirri  fell,  and  the  battle  of  Aenach  Mael 

"  Seven    Plains.       1.  Tenn-Maqh,  who  arc  said  to  have  immediately  I 

unknown.    2.  Magh-Liphat,  otherwise  cceded  that   conqueror  on  the   Ii 

Lugadh,  unknown.    3.  MaghrBelaigh ;  throne.    All  the  Eberian  dim  tr 

Ui  Turtri,  was  in  Antrim  but  the  name  their  pedigrees  to  Conmaol ;  aH  i 

of  this  plain  is  now  unknown.  4.  Magh-  Erimonian  to    Irial  Faidh,  L  e.  ' 

Gesilli,  was  situate  in  the  barony  of  Prophet,  through    Ethrial,  the    f 

Geshill,  Kings  county.  5.  Ma^h-Octair  ceding  monarch, 

unknown.     6.  Lochmagh,  is  said  by  the  *'  Five  and  twenty  battles.  The  DM 

Four  Masters  to  be  in  Conalli.    7.  of  these  battles  hare  not  been  gfc 

Magh-Rath    called    otherwise    Magh  in  Halliday's  edition.    They  are  mm 

Roth,  a  plain  in  the  county  of  Down,  however, in  two  MS9.  in  the  f  i  ■wleii 

whose  position  is  determined  by  the  vil-  possession  :  viz.     1.  Ucha,  not  hum 

lage  or  Moira. — O'l).  2.  Cnueha,  fatned  in  after  timet  Im 

•■  Raei'i.    This  place  is  now  called  battle  fought  there  by  Logaidh  1 

Raeiri  Mor,  in  Iregan,  barony  of  Tin-  Con,  is  probably,  Castleknock,  on  I 

nchinch,  in  the  Queens  County. — O'D.  river   Liffey.     3.  Eli,  in  the  m 

99  A.  M.  3550. — Four  Masters.  of  the  Kings  co.  and  north  of  1 

N  The  first  king.    Conmael,  other-  pcrary.       4.    Sliabh    Betha,  OB    1 

wise    Conmhacl   (eonvayl),   is    styled  borders  of  Monaghan,  and  Venmvam\ 

the  first  king  of  the  Ebcrians,  by  the  5  Gesill,  already  located.      In  H  ! 

northern  antiquarians  of  the  Erimon-  Palap  son  of  Erimhon.  6.  StoM  Jf 

ian  race,  oh  they  do  not  allow  the  title  urn,    in     Cremorne,    co.  Down. 

of  Ard-righa,  his  brothers  Er,  Orba,  Cleri,  perhaps  Cape  Clear,  co.  Oo 

Ferann,  and  Fergna,  or  Fergend.    It  or  Clare  Island,  co.  Maya      8.  L 

is  probable,  indeed,  that  these  names  are  Lein,  now,  Killarney  Lakes.    This  1) 

apocryphal,  as  before  remarked  of  their  tic  was  fought  against  the  Ernai,  i 

ímr  nameftikc*,  the  son»  of  Partholan.  Martinei,  Ferbolgic  tribes.    9.  im 

The  some  may  be  said  of  the  three  sons  Macha,  i.  e.  the  Fair  of  Marfan,  otk 

of  Erimhon,  Mnimhni  (Mooiovte),  Ia\-  wise  Eman  Macha,  near  Armagh, 
ighni,  (Looinie),  and  Laighni,  (Loinie), 
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where  Conmael  himself  was  slain  by  Eber,  son  of  Tighernmas, 
of  the  race  of  Erimhon."  And  he  was  buried  on  the  southern 
side  of  Aenach  Macha,  on  the  spot  which  is  called  Fert  Conmaeil 
(L  e.  Conmael's  grave),  to  this  oaj.n 

TIGHERKMA8,  ABD-RIGBL 

A. D.  2816.*  Tighernmas,  son  of  Follomhan*  son  of  Ethrial, 
son  of  Irial  the  Prophet,  son  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty 
of  Ireland  for  fifty  years.  This  Tighernmas  defeated  the  poster- 
ity of  Eber  in  twenty-seven  battles  ;*  such  as  the  battle  of  Eli, 

•  The  Four  Masters  tell  us,  tbat  to  contend  for ;  it  can  even  be  traced 
the  name  of  another  of  his  battle-  in  the  writings  of  antiquarians  of  a 
Adds  was  Carnmor,  in  which  fell  01-    very  recent  date. 

lacfa,  who  was  probably  Follach,  father  M1M.  3580. — Four  Master*. 

of  Tighernmas,  called  Follamhan,  by  M  Follomhan,  otherwise  Follach. 

Keating.  "  Battles.  1.  Eli,  otherwise  EUi  and 

*  Conmael  was  the  youngest  son  of  Eini,  a  district  in  Antrim,  between  the 

Bier  Finn,  and  had  been  bat  a  child  rivers  Bann  and  Bush.    2.  Magh  Ted, 

when  his  father  was  slain.    He  was,  unknown.    In  this  battle  fell  Rocorb, 

wleumly  inaugurated  on  the  Ida  Fail»  son  of  Gollan.    3.  Lochmagh,  i.  e.  the 

aoeording    to    O'Halloran,  who    also  plain  of  the  Lake,  situation  uncertain. 

quotes  the  following  panegyric  upon  In  this  fight  fell  Dagarni,  son  of  Goll, 

fciam,  from  the  Psalter  of  Caahel :  "He  son  of  Gollan.  (This  and  the  lastroamed 

hVwas  that  killed  Ethrial,  son  of  Irial  chief  were  apparently  either  Fer-Bolgs 

the  Prophet,  with  his  own  hand,  in  re-  or  Fomoracns.)     4.  Cul-Ard,  lies  in 

e  for  his  father's  blood.  He  it  was  Lecale,  co.  Down.    5.  Cui-Fraechain 
fought  forty-five  battles  against  unknown.    6.  Ath-Grort,  in  Semni,  lay 
children  of  Erimhon,    that  slew  somewhere  near  Island  Magee.  7.  Ard 
>,  the  last  survivor  of  Erimhon 's  Niadhy  i.  e.  the  "  Hill  of  the  Hero," 
and  that  won  the  name  of  Con-  unknown.  8.  Cam  Feradaigh,  probably 
si,  or  Prince  of  Chiefe,  because  he  Seefin,  barony  of  Coshlea,  in  the  south 
r$%&  superior  to  all  others  of  his  own  of  the  co.  Limerick  ;  in  the  battle  fell 
."     There  was  much  rivalry   in  Feradach,  son  of  Rocorb,  son  of  Gollan, 
[en  time,  between  the  northern  and  from  whom  the  Cam  is  called.  9.  Cluain 
:thern  tribes,  as  to  the  glory  of  the  Cuas,  i.  e.  the  Field  of  the  Caves,  now 
kings  of  their  respective  nouses,  who  Cloncoose,    barony  of  Gran  ard,    co. 
rated  Ireland.      Hence  the  discrepancy  Longford.    10.    Congnaid*>  in  Tnath 
oC_  our  authorities  as  the  number  of  Ebha  (Toohaiva),  at  the  foot  of  Bin- 
tliis  king's  battles.    We  may,  however,  bulbin,  barony  of  Carbery,  co.   Sligo. 
eomclude  that  he  was  a  real  king  of  11.  Cluain  Muresg,  or  Mursgi,  some- 
Ireland,  from  the  fact  that  the  anti-  where  in   Brefni.     12.    Cul-labair,  or 
<F**ries  of  the  Ui  Neill,  wluose  intcest  it  Fobair,  lay  on  the  east  side  of  Loch 
^*1*  to  contest  the  right  of  the  Eberians  Corrib,   co.  Gal  way.     13  .  Loch  Luzh- 
to  V».  foil  throne,  and  lessen  their  glory,  dach  (Lough  Loodagh),  i.e.  Lugaidh's 
have  never  questioned  his  reign.      In  Lake,   now    Corrane    Lou^h,   in  the 
^h  matters,   the  unwilling  testimony  barony   of   Iveragh,  co.   Kerry.     14. 
°f  enemies   is  more  reliable  than  the  Cu  I,  now  Coole,  in  the  parish  of  Rath- 
PJ^ial  memoirs  of  friends.  The  rivalry  bcagh,  on  the  Nore,  co.   Kilkenny.  15. 
Dtfween  the    northern  and    southern  Reabh  unknown.    The  Four   Masters 
aquarians  continued  long  after  their  give  the  following  battles  as  fought  by 
Patrons  had  ceased  to  have  a  kingdom  this  king,  which  are  not  named  in  our 
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the  battle  of  Magh-Tect,  the  battle  of  Loch-Magh,  the  batt 
Cil-ard,  ths  battle  of  Cail-Fraechain,  tin  battle  of  Ath-gor 
battle  of  Ard-Niadh,  the  battle  of  Carn-Feradaigh,  the  bati 
Cluan  Cuas,  the  battle  of  Gongnaide,  the  battle  of  Cluain  M 
the  battle  of  Cdl-Fabair,  and  seven  buttles  at  Loch  Lugb 
the  two  battles  of  Cuil,  at  Argedros,  the  battle  of.  Reabh,  i 
the  greater  part  of  the  descendants  of  Kbcr  were  slain  by  Tig 
mas.  Nine  lakes*  burst  over  the  land  in  the  time  of  Tigher 
namely :  Loch  Ke,  and  Magh-Sulcair  was  the  name  of  the 
over  which  this  lake  flowed ;  Loch-n-Allinui,  in  Connai 
Loch  n-Liirn;  Loch  n-Uair;  Loch  Saiglenn,  and  Loch-G 
in  Meath  and  Breagh;  Loch-Febail,  in  Tir-Eogiin  (Teeront? 
in  this  lake  was  submerged  Febal,  son  of  Lodán,98  and  1 
Fuinnside  (A/07/  Ftneshee),  was  the  name  of  the  plain  over  i 
it  flowed;  Dubh  loch,  in  Ard-Kianacta ;  and  Loch-Dabail 
Dowit),  in  Oirghialla.  And  then,  also,  sprang  the  three  blac 
ors"  of  Ireland,  namely,  the  Fubna,  the  Callan,  and  the  Tc 
This  sam^  Tighernmas  was  the  first  that  discovered  go! 
in  Ireland ;  and  Iucadan100  was  the  name  of  the  artist  that  i> 
the  gold  for  him.     It  was  in  the  Fotharts,1  east  of  the  1 


text,  viz. :  1.  Comar,  not  identified.    2.  LocJi  Dabail,  was  the  old 

Cnamh-Choill,  i.  c.  the  Wood  of  Bones,  lidce  near  Armagh. — O'D. 

in     Connaught,    now     Cuil-Cnamhn,  *  Febal,  son  of  Lodan,  was  OW 

{Cod  Knaw),  in  the  east  of  Tircrah,  Tuatha-Do-Dananns,  of  whose 

co.  81igo.     There  are  two  places  of  sion  from  Atlech  Neid  and  the 

this  name  in  Munstcr.    3.  Cid  Feda,  of  Ulster,  we  have  not  yet  heart 

not  identified.     4.  Eli  not  identified,  Tir  Eogain  is  here  meant  Iniaho 

there  are  many  places  of  the  name.    5.  the  north  of  Londonderry. 

Berre.  Two  othur  battles  at  Argedros.  •  The  three  black  riv:rs.  Hie 

Three  battles  against  the  Fer-Bolgs  is  probably  the  river  now  calk 

and  two  against  the  Ernai. — O'Dono-  in  Tyrone  ;   the  Callan  is  the 

vans  Four  Makers.  Callan,  in  Armagh  ;    the  Tot 

*  Nine  Lake*.     1.  Loch  Kt,  now  unknown,  if  it  be  not  the  Rifer 

Lough  Key,  near  Boyle,  co.  Roscom-  near  Youghal. 

mon.     2.  Loch  n- All  inn  i,  now  Ix)ugh  "•  Iucadan.  O'Flaherty  styles  1 

Allen,    co.   Leitrim.     3.  Loch  n-Iairn,  ist  «Iucadan  of  CualantL     Tb 

now  IiOugh  Iron,  on  the  western  boun-  Masters  also  call  him  an  artist 

dary  of  tlie  barony  of  Corkarec,  co.  men  of  Cualann.     According 

West  Msath.     4.    Loch    Uair,   now  O'Donovan,  in  his  notes  to  Leal 

Lough  Owe],  near  Mullingar,  co.  West  g-Ceart,  Cualann  lay  in  the  nortl 

Meath.     f>.  Loch  .Sa-g/enn,  now  Lough  present  count v  of  Wicklow,  ad 

Hheelin,  on  the  borders  of  Cavan,  Lonj-  the  county  of  bublin,  and  was,  t 

lord,  and  Meath.    6.   Loch  G:\bair,  is  times,  coextensive  with    the   1 

uow  dried  up,  but  its  site  is  still  called  half  barony  of  Rathdown. 

LochOabhair  (Lou^h  Gowr),  in  Irish,  »  Fotknrts.    The  u  Potharta 

and   in    Ktigliah    Lagore.       7.    Loch  Lifi"  (Fohnrta  irhir  Liffy)  were 

/*Vui7,  otherwise  Loch  Fcbhail,  now  Wicklow.    The  district  last  és 

Loch  Foyle,  on  the  north  coast  of  Ire-  seems  to  have  formed  part  of 

land.    8.  BabUozh,  I  c.  "  the  Black  Gold  is  still  found  in  Wicldon 

Lake  ;"'  Ard  Cianacta,  is  now  called  tains, 
the  barony  of  Ferard,  ca  Louth.    9. 


TBE  HISTORY  OF   IRELAND.  223 

«bat  it  was  smelted.  It  was  also  in  the  time  of  ITfttWrnitias  flint 
«Uotha  ware  first  died  purple  and  blue  and  green,  in  Ireland  ft. 
■was  in  his  time,  likewise,  that  ornaments,  fringes  and  borders, 
-tt-rjre  first  u*ed  by  tho  Irish  upon  their  dresses.1  In  like  manner, 
it  was  he  that  first  established  it  as  a  custom  in  Ireland,  that  there 
should  be  but  one  color"  in  the  dress  of  a  slave,  two  in  that  of  a 
peasant,  three  in  that  of  a  soldier  or  a  young  nobleman,  four  in 
xLut  of  a  brughaidh  {brooet,  i.  e.  a  keener  of  a  house  of  public 
faojpitalitv),  live  in  that  of  a  district  chieftain,  and  six  in  that  of 
a  kii.g  or  queen. 

Tighernmas,  and  three-fourths  of  the  men  of  En  with  him, 
«died  at  Magh-Slect,*  on  the  eve  of  Sfimhain  (A  11 -Hal  Iowa),  while 
worshipping  Crom  Cruaidh,*  the  Arch  Idol  of  Ireland.  For  it 
•vfaa  this  Tighernmas  that  first  beg.in  to  offer  idolatrous  worship 
to  Crom  Cruaidh,  in  Ireland,  about  one  hundred  years  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Gaels,  just  as  Zoroaster6  had  done  in  Greece.    It  is 

1    Dram.      MageoniieEraa,    in    hi*  says,  that  this  idol  was  the  prince  o!  alt 

m  of  tbo  Annate  of  Cloninae-  th.*  idols  of  Maud,  ami  that  it  had  lU 

»r«iysthnt Tisrkerttuiaswiu this fii-sl  al.ition.  previous  to  the  subversion  of 

«*hn  caused  standing  cups  to  be  made,  idolatry,  in  Nloy  i-Ieuct.  where  the  Irish 

tlmt  refined  jrold  and  silver,  and  pro-  kirijr"  and  nubility  used  to  adore  it  with 

cured  his  goldsmith  to  m&kii  gold  and  the  highest  veiier;iti<iTj,and  Kith  peculiar 

HÍlra  pins,  ti>  fasten  men's  and  women's  rites  and  sacrifices.     Jocelyo,  in  his  life 

garments  «bunt   their  necks,  and  i)k>  of  BL  Patrick  says,  that  it  was  an  idol 

thai  lie  was  the  Ant  (hat  IMUM  the  mbeaadwMtgoM  and  silver,  and  that 

<\yÚBg  i >f  colored  (i.e.  particolored)  it  had  Mflj  Hinilierxi.leof  it,twelvi 

<doti»  in  Ireland.  brawn  statues  of   tan  distinction,     lis 

'  Cotors.      The   Four   Masters   and  further  tells  us,  that  when  St  Patrick 

O'FUhcrty  ascribe  the  establishment  of  saw  this  idol  from  a  distanee,  atandinz 

J&'tattir  nildilili  to  the  next  succeed-  nenr  the  river  Gathard,  and  thrcatcocei 

'nS  monarch,  Km-yiilh    Kdiioihach,  or  to  strike  it  down  with  his  staff;  that  it 

pwlgadwh.     O'Halloran  says  that  the  fell  towards  the  West,  its  face  having 

Iiutor  king  merely  Ml  id  force  the  taw  been  turned  to  Temoria  or  Tara  (1.  e. 

CBactnd  b>  his  predeewsor.  aouth-ctut),  nnd  that  tin?  impression  of 

'   Mark    Sicrf.    otherwise    "Mash  the  staff  was   found   on   its   left   aide, 

sK*chr  (Moy  Stíaghl)  i.  e.  tho  Plain  though  It  had  never  lefl  the  hand  of  the 

f  IVostralion.     This  plain  lay  in  tho  man  of  God.     The  twelve  smaller  idols 

■**«y  of    Tnllybaw,  and   county  of  were  (hen  buried  up  to  their  necks  in 

wnu     Crom  Cruach,  the  chief  idol  the  earth.     In  commemoration  of  tbli 

'"tho  Pagan  Irish,  stood  near  a  river  destruction   of   idolatrv,  it  is   thought 

*M  Galhard,  in   this  plain,  and  St  that  the  lam  Sunday  in  summer  is  called 

j»rick  erected  a  church  near  it,  coital  Dam&Dach  I  iKMHnibfl  I  DwiiavhCrom- 

l>Onihnach-roor   (Dmetmghnvtre).     Ac-  ttuiv),  i.  e.   the  Sunday  of   tho  black 

"rá'Qí  to  the  Dinn  .Senchas,  this  was  Crom.— See  O'Ffahertyg  Ogij&a. 

*•  principal   idol  of  all  the  colonies        *  Zornatter.     Of  the  age  Of  this  phi- 

<iai  «ettled  in   Ireland,  and  they  wero  losopher  little   is  known.     lie  is  sup- 

•rat  to  oflfer  it  the  firstlings  of  animals  Bated  to  hove  been  the  first  teacher  of 

"J*  "iher  offcringa.— 8a   O'Donovan's  the  doctrines  of  the  Eastern  Matri,  and 

four  Master*.  is  by  some  said  to  have  been  a  (ting  of 

'Crom    Cruaid't,   otherwise   Crom  Bactria,  whora  ho  was  rennwnsd  afl  a 

WÉ  »nd  Crom  Crunch.     O'I'l  ill -r<y  lawgiver  aud  reformer.     He  admitted 
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also  from  the  prostrations7  (or  sacrifices)  which  the  men  of  Ireland 
were  wont  to  offer  thereon  to  this  idol,  that  the  above-mentioned 
plain  of  Magh-Slcct,  which  is  in  Brefni,  has  its  name. 

Some  antiquarians  tell  us,  that  Ireland  remained  without  a 
king8  for  ten  years  after  the  death  of  Tighernmas,  and  that  it 
was  Eocaidh  Faebar-glas,  son  of  Oonmael,  that  assumed  the  sot* 
ereignty  next  after  him.  But  they  are  not  true  in  this ;  for  the 
"  Reim  Eighraide  "  or  Boyal  Catalogue,  says  that  Eocaidh  Edgo» 
thach,  of  the  race  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  was  the  king  who  suc- 
ceeded him  on  the  throne. 

EOCAIDH9  EDGOTHACH,  ARD-RIOH. 

A.  M.  2866.M  Eocaidh  Edgothach,11  son  ofDari,  son  of  Congal, 
son  of  Edamhan,  son  of  Mai,  son  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  too 
of  Breogan,  held  the  sovereignty  for  four  years,  until  he  fell  bj 
the  hand  of  Kermna,  son  of  Ebric. 

do  visible  object  of  adoration  bat  Fire,  M  A.  M.  3664. — Four  Matters 

and  his  system  was  far  removed  from  "  Edgotkach  (Aidgdhagk).    He  «■ 

the  gross  "idolatry  of  Greece  and  Rome,  called  by  this  name,  sav  some  of  ow 

Numbers  of  his  followers  are  still  found  annals,  because  he  introduced  into  be 

in  Persia  and  India.    Dr.  Keating  is  land  the  "  H-brecta"  (/i-&rogAlo),orlw 

wrong  in  bringing  him  to  Greece,  and  for  distinguishing  rank  by  the  varkni 

in  coupling  his  name  with  idolatry.    It  colon  of  persons*  garments ;  while  otfc 

shows  in  how  vague  a  sense  the  word  ere,  who  attribute  that  law  to  TigfcttB 

"Greig"  (Grai^ue)  was  understood  by  mas,  say  that  he  but  enforced  ha  jm 

Irish  writers.    Fire  seems  also  to  have  tice.  The  word  is  derived  from  "EdftfiV 

been  the  grand  object  of  worship  in  (Aidagh),  clothes,  and  •'guth"  or  "gftttf 

Ireland,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  from  (goh),  a  shade  or  distinction.    On  tM 

the  scanty  evidences  that  remain  on  that  law  Mr.  Moore  has  made  the  fbUowffjftj 

subject  remarks:     "In  the  reign  of    Acta 

1  Prostrations,   The  word  "Slecht"  is  (Eocaidh),  a  singular  law  was  enactM 

translated  "  genuflection"  by  Dr.  O'Don-  regulating  the  exact  number  of  colon 

ovan.    Some  have  translated  it  "slaugh-  by  which  the  garments  of  the  AlflUov 

ter;"  but  the  word,  which  is  still  in  ranks  of  society  were  to  be  distingoioYoJ 

frequent  use,  can  scarcely  bear  so  strong  These  regulations  arc  curious ;  not  omr, 

a  construction  in  Gaelic.  as  showing  the  high  station  nllottoi  ft 

•  Witliout  a  king.  The  Four  Mas-  learning  and  talent,  but  as  premte 
tors  give  Tighernmus  a  reign  of  seventy-  a  coincidence  rather  remarkable  WW 
seven  years,  und  say  that  after  his  death  that  custom  of  Patriarchal  tinea,  wMd 
there  was  an  interregnum  of  seven  made  a  garmeut  of  many  colon  the  tf 
years,  and  that  Eochaidh  Edgotliach  propriatc  dreas  of  kings'  daughters  obj 
then  succeeded  as  monarch.  princes.    For  a  long  period, 

•  Eocaidh  I.  Eochaidh  (Oghic),gen.  most  of  the  Eastern  nations 
Echach  (Aghagh)  and  some  others  are  both  the  practice  of  dividing  the  pa-  m 
names  of  such  frequent  recurrence  in  into  different  casts  and  piouatoaB,  im 
the  list  of  our  monarclis,  that  it  is  also,  as  appears  from  the  regulation*  01 
deemed  useful  to  designate  thera  by  Giamschui,  king  of  Persia,  thai  eaatai 
numbers  in  those  notes.  1 1  means  tiorsc-  of  distinguishing  the  different  cJaaavfc 
man  or  knight,  being  derived  from  appropriate  dresses.  From  the  pan 
u  cch"  (agh)  a  steed,  plural  4I  Eocha"  colored  garments  worn  by  tha  ■— *« 
(ogha).  ScoU  or  Irish,  k  derived  the 
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KERMNA  AS!)    SOBARKI,  AKIMUUHA. 

A.  D.  2870."  Kennna  and  Sobarki,  the  two  eons  of  Ebric,  son 
«jf  Eber,sonof  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  ruled  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for 
Arty  years,  and  these  wen;  the  first  kings  of  the  Ulidians."  They 
nude  a  partition1*  of  Ireland  between  them;  and  the  boundary 
line  between  their  shares,  ran  from  lube?  Colpa,  near  Drotflieda, 
So  Luimneeh  Mumlian  (Linuar/h  Moon),  now  Limerick.  North 
^>f  this  line  lay  the  dominions  of  Sobarki,  and  on  them  he  built 
-«he  dun  or  fortress  called  Dun  Sobarki.  The  southern  part  be- 
longed to  Kennna,  and  on  it  he  built  Dun  Kennna,  which  is  dqw 
«galled  Dun  Mic  Phadraig,  in  Courcies'  country.  Sobarki  was 
-^■lii'iii  by  Kocaidh  Menn,  the  son  of  a  Fomorian  king,  and  Kermna1* 
jfdl  by  the  sword  of  Eoeaidh  Faebar-glas,  in  the  battle  of  Dun 
^jfíermna. 

EOCAIDH  FAEBAB-GLAS,  ABD-UIGII. 

A.  D.  2910."  Eoeaidh  Faebnr-glas,  son  of  Conmael,  son  of 
JEhor  Finn,  son  of  Miledh  of  Spain,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 
land fur  twenty  years.  He  was  called  Eoeaidh"  "Faebar-glas" 
or  Eoeaidh  of  "the  "blue-green  edge,"  because  blue-green  and 
sharp  edged  were  his  two  javelins.  lie  vanquished  the  race  of 
Erimhon  in  the  following  battles,"  namely :  the  battle  of  Lua- 

fashion  of  y,e   Plniil,   still  prcvailiog         °  Ulidiam,  i.  e.  tie  posterity  of  Ii> 

"wto^  tlieir  descendant»  in  Scotland."  son  of  Miledh,  who  were  Iha  first  Gaelic 

RtiAbin  a  note,  that  "a  similar  fancy  possessore  uf  Uladh  (USh)  or  Ulster. 
J»  MrtLcolorol    ilri'-"--  prevailed   in         "Partition.     This  partition  has  been 

•M."  (or  which  he  quotes  Diodonw  before  treated  of. 
Siraliu,  who   describes  the   Gaols  as         *  Kermna.     He  is  called  ••  Ccrma» 

•Willi  garments  "flowered  v»th  all  va-  {Karmna}  Finn,"  Í.  c  "  Iho  Fair,"  by 

'^•aifator — xpuftain  Trai'TodoTOff  the  Four  Masters.     ■  Soharki,"  otber- 

^vitojitjievov^."    Hint  part  of  the  wise  "  Sobhuirce,"  is  prononncod  Sots- 

itft  rtich    they  called   braccie,   or  ariie  and  Sovarkit. 
^"«.wereso  called  from  having  heen        "  A-  D.  3708.— Four  MasUrt. 
Mel;  Uie  word  "brae"  {brer)  aigni-         "  Er-'iinn  II.  .Styled  hV-blinr-glilag 

W!  in  Cellic,sncclili*l  or  parti-colored.  (Fair-lois  or  Fati<or-W).     lie  is  called 

'witiu.aUo,  in  describin"  Ca!eina,as  Faebbar-tlhers  (Fnii-ur  i/ars),or,QÍ  the 

*wrt  in  Ibe  i.ijulisn  bsbÍOD,  repre-  Red  Blade,  by  the  1'salter  of  Caahcl. 
*a*  lint  with   trousers   and   a   plaid         *  SattUt.     1.  Luaeair  Degaidh,  oth- 

JJjBl-iWíieeiíort  «go. bnuxat  legmen  erwisc  ■  Ltiachair  Dcaghaidb"  (Looghir 

™™*"w»  indatas.     And  again  be  says :  Dea  or  Die),  now  Slievo  Ijonghra,  near 

" '•'«Jacob  made  Joseph  a  coat  of  Caatkistand,  co.  Kerry.     2.  FamdhDa 

"■■•■<! K.l.ira   (On,  xxxvii.  3),  and  Ta-  Gttni-t  (F.«.«i  dawgAún.i.c.  the  Dwell. 

***(!  Sam.  xiii.  18),  had  a  garment  ingof  tho  Two  (tilled)  Fields,  unknown. 

■  tnujy  cobra,'  for   with  ancli   robes  3.    Cumarttri   n-nM   ICumwr  dre* 


JJJ  the  kinds'  daughters,  Uiat  were    nM:i),  tlie  Mooting  of  the  Three  Wa- 
"m  Upmtil  tors,  near  Waterford.    4.  Tvaim  ftr*- 

'  A-  U.  3G6ÉÍ.— Four  Mulo-i  gain  (Iboim  iiraggum)  or  Tnaim  Dro- 
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cair  Degaidh,  in  Munstcr;  the  battle  of  Fosaigh-Da-Gort;  the 
battle  Cumar-tri-n-uiski  or  the  Meeting  of  the  Three  Waters ;  the 
battle  of  Tuaim-Drcgain,  in  Brcfni;  the  battle  of  Droni  Liathain. 
The  following  plains*  were  cleared  of  wood  by  him  while  he  ruled 
Ireland,  namelj :  Magh-Smethrach,  in  Ui  íalghi ;  Ma^h-Lai^ni 
and  Magh-Luirg,  in  Connaught;  Magh-Lemna;  Magh-Ninair; 
MagU-Fubna  and  Magh-Da-GFabail,  in  Oirghialla.  Thfe  Eocaidh 
fell  at  last  by  Fiacaidn  Labranni,  in  the  battle  of  Carman.* 

FIACADH  LABRANNI,  ABD-BIGH. 

• 

A.  D.  2930.*  Fiacaidh  Labranni*  son  of  Smirgoll,  son  of 
Enboth,  son  of  Tighernmas,  son  of  Follomhan,  son  of  Irial  the 
Prophet,  son  of  Erimhon,  held  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for 
twenty-four  years,  or  for  thirty-six,11  as  otner  historians  relate. 
It  was  in  hi»  reign  that  the  following  three  rivers?4  sprung  forth, 
namely :  the  Flesg,  the  Maing,  and  the  Labrann.  From  the  lat- 
ter of  these  Fiacaidh  received  his  surname,  a  Labranni,"  L  e.  of 
the  Labrann.  In  his  time,  also,  Loch  Erni*  burst  over  the  land, 
and  the  plain  which  it  overwhelmed  was  oalled  Magh-Ghenainn. 


cod,  now  Tomrcgaa,  near  Ballyconnell,  Labhrainni"  (Feegha  Latrinnm  or , 

on  the  borders  of  Cavan  and  Ferma-  rinnie). 

nagh.    5.  Drom  Liathain  (Drum  Lee-  *  The  Four  Hasten  agree  with  Dr. 

hawin),  is  probably  Drom  Lethan  (Drum  Keating  in  stating  that  this  monarch 

Lalian),  now  Drumlane,  co.  Cavan. —  reigned  bat  twenty^bar  years. 

O'D.  M  Three  Rivers.    1.  The  Flesg,  now 

•  Plain».  1.  Mazh-Smethrach  (May  the  Flesk,  a  river  flowing  through 
Smarragh),  in  Oflallyis,  unknown.  2.  Magnnily,  in  the  south-east  of  Kerr/. 
Mag-Laiani  (Mou-Lineh) ;  the  Four  2.  The  Maing,  now  the  Maine,  flowing 
Masters  have  Magh  n-Aidhni  (Moy-  through  Troughanacniy,  in  the  same 
Nineh),  a  district  in  Gal  way.  3.  Magi-  county.  3  The  Labrann,  othenrisi 
Luirg  (Mou-Lurrig),  now  the  plains  of  Labhrann  (Lavrann  or  Lowran).  Hat 
Boyle,  co.  Roscommon.  4.  Magh-Lem-  liday  translates  this,  the  Lame,  hot 
na  (Moy-Lewna  or  Levna),  a  district  Dr.  O'Donovan  thinks  that  this  rim 
lying  eastwards  of  Clogher,  in  Tyrone,  lay  in  the  same  region  with  the  other 
along  the  river  Blackwatcr;'  it  was  two,  and  was  that  now  called  the 
otherwise  called  Closach.  5.  Magh-  Cashcn  River,  in  Kerry.  Sm  Fbmr 
Ninair,  called  also  Magh  n-Inirf  un-  Masters. 

known.    1.  Magh-Fubna,  probaly  the  *  Loch  Erni,  now  Lough  Erne,  co. 

plain  of  the  river  Oona,  in  Tyrone.  Fermanagh.    The  Annals  of  the  How 

6.  Magh  da  Qabail  (Moy  daw  Gowal),  Masters  say  that  Fiacaidh  fought  a 

in  Oirghialla.— O'D.  battle  against  the  Ernai,  (a  8ept)  of 

*  Carman,  now  Wexford.     Hence  the  Fcrbolgs  (on    the  plain)  w*" — 
comes  Loch  g-Carman  (Lou  gA  (Airman),  Loch  Erne  (now)  is.    After  the 
i.  e.  the  Lake  of  Carman,  or  rather  Car-  tic  was  gained  from  them,  the 
ma,  now  Wexford  Bay,  which  Moore,  flowed  over  them,  so  that  it  was 
in  his  History  of  Ireland,  would  have  them  the  lake  is  named,  Le." 
to  mean  the  "  Gorman  lake/'  over  the  Ernai"  u  (Loch  tar  Era*!)/ 

"  A.  M.  3728.— Four  Masters.  —O'D. 
■  Fiaoadh  I.,  otherwise  "  Fiachadh 
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It  was  the  boh  of  this  monarch,  who  was  called  Aengus  011« 
buadach,"  that  routed  the  Cruthnigh  (Picts)  and  the  ancient  Brit- 
ons, who  dwelt  in  Alba,  in  many  battles.  It  was  he,  likewise, 
that  first  brought  Alba  under  the  dominion  of  the  Gaels,  although 
the  latter  had  claimed  a  right  of  tribute  from  that  country,  ever 
since  the  days  of  Erimhon,  son  of  Miledh.  It  was  about  one 
hundred  ana  fifty  years  after  the  conquest  of  Ireland  by  the 
children  of  Miledh,  that  Alba  was  brought  under  the  Gaelic 
sway  and  compelled  to  pay  rent  to  the  Irish  monarchs,  by  Aen- 
gus  011-buadach.  This  Fiacaidh  fought  four  battles*  against  the 
posterity  of  Eber,  namely :  the  battle  of  Fargi,  the  battle  of  Gal* 
taidh,  the  battle  of  Sliabh  Femhenn,  and  the  battle  of  Bél-Gadan; 
in  which  last  he  was  himself  slain  by  Eocaidh  Mumho. 

EOCAIDH  MUMHO,  ABD-RIGH. 

A  M.  2954.*  Eocaidh  Mumho,89  son  of  Mogh  Febis,  son  of 
JEocaidh  Faebar-Glas,  son  of  Conmael,  son  of  Eber  Finn,  son  of 
Jliledh  of  Spain,  reigned  over  Ireland  for  twenty-one  years,  until 
T®  was  slain  by  Aengus  011-mucaidh,  in  the  battle  of  Cliach.* 

AENGUS  OLL-MUCAIDH,  ARD-BIGH. 

A.  M.  2975."  Aengus  011-mucaidh,a  son  of  Fiacaidh  Labranni, 

•*  Aeagu*  OU-buadmL     Oil-bhuad-  flonn,"    i.  e.  the  Mountain    of  Fair 

j^pli  (Uu-vooagh\,  means  all  victorious,  Women,  is  a  corruption  of  "  Sliabh  na 

tei*^jj  derired    from  "  Oil/'    all  and  m-ban  Femenn,"  i.e.  the  mountain  o/ 

*t**MMiSh,f'  metorv.      The  surname  is  the  women  Femhenn.      According  to 

*»*>     spelled,  "  OH-mhuchach "     (Ull-  local  tradition,    the    women    of    this 

1*po4g^agA),  which  would  mean,  all  ex-  mountain  were  enchanted  beauties,  co- 

^S't'imr,  being  a  compound  of  "oil"  temporary  with  Finn  Mac  Cumhail  in 

^ituíx  Much   (Moozh),  which  signifies  the  3d  century.  4.  Bel  Gadan,  now  Bul- 

to^xlingrtish.     OlT-mhucaidh  ( Ull  Vuc-  gadan ,  in  the  parish  of  Kilbreedy  Major, 

***y  <*   translated  "  of  the  Great  Swine,"  near  Kilmallock,  co.  Limerick. — O'D. 

an*^  tiler  form    of    the    surname,   but        "A.M.  3752. — Four  Masters. 

*k*C5li  should  rather  mean  swinish,  either        w  Eocaidh  IJ  I. ,  otherwise  Eochaidh 

™***r*\ding  in  swine  or  ail  swinisfi,  is  a  Mumha  (Oghee  Moo  or  Muv .).      This 

titl^  ^rery  unlikely  to  be  given  to  a  con-  is  the  prince  from  whom  some  legends 

qti^i-ing  hero,  although,  as  O'FIaherty  derive  the  Irish  name  of  Munster.  It  is, 

1DS*^*»«ices,    the    distinguished     Roman  however,  more  probable  that  he  derived 

|alr*iljof  the  Porcii,  may  have   taken  his  surname  from  that  principality,  as 

^^txrname  from  "  porcus,"  a  Swi  e.  before  suggested.  If  the  word  "Mumho" 

-Battles.    1.  Fargi,  unknown.     In  were  at  any  time  Gaelic,  some  reason 

this  t>attle,  fell  Mofcbis  or  Mogh  Febis,  would  have  been  given  for  its  having 

B0? -of  Eocaidh  Facbar-glas.  2.  Gallaidh,  been  applied  to  this   King.   The  most 

^***J  also    Gathlach,  now   probably  probable  meaning  to  assign  to  his  name 

^^5, in  the  barony  of  Iragnticonor,  and  title  is  "the  knight"  or  "  horseman 

&•  ^Cerry.      3.  Sliabh  Femhenn,  oth-  of  Mumho,"  i.  e.  of  Munster. 

'^!?*  Sliabh  Fiúmhcn  {Sleeve  Faivinn        80  Cliach.  The  district  round  Knock- 

w*VtKnn),ig  now  called  Slieve-na-man,  any,  co.  Limerick,  went  by   this  name. 

^°;  ^Pperary.  The  present  local  name        8l  A.  M.  3773. — Four  Masters. 

Qv  thig  mountain,  "  Sliabh  na  n-ban        **  Aenousi,   called    "  Aengus  Oil- 
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of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  for  eighteen  yarn,, 
or,  according  to  some  authorities,  for  twenty-one.  He  was  called 
Oll-mucaidh,  from  "oil"  great,  zwdi  "muca"*  swine;  because  he 

Í)ossessed  the  largest  swine  in  Ireland  in  his  day.  By  him  were 
ought  the  following  battles,"  namely :  the  battle  of  Cleri,  the 
battle  of  Sliabh  Calgi,  where  Baskenn  fell ;  the  battle  of  Magh- 
En-Sgiath,  in  Connaught;  the  battle  of  Olas  Fraecháin,  where 
Fraechán  the  Prophet  fell ;  and  he  gained  fifty  battles  over  the 
Cruthnigh  and  the  Fcr-Bolgs  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Orcadea 
Three  lakes*  burst  forth  in  his  reign,  namely:  Loch  Aein-bethi, 
in  Oirghialla;  Loch  Salkedain  and  Loch  Gasan,  in  Magh  Luirg. 
The  following  plains81  were  reclaimed  from  wood  in  his  reign, 

mucadha"   (Aineesse  Ollvuekce),  in  the  nan,  in  the  Dcsies  of  Watcrford,  against 

Four  Masters.  the  Ernai ;  and  the  battle  of  Ard- 

u  Muca.  This  derivation  must  have  Achad,(peifapsArdagh,co.Longfoid,) 
originated  with  some  facetious  Munater  in  which  fell  Smirjgoll,  son  of  Smethra, 
Shanachie,  who  not  being  able  to  deny  king  of  the  Fomonans. — O'D. 
the  power  and  victories  of  Aengus,  **  Lata.  1.  Loch  Aein-bethi,  (Aim» 
gave  this  somewhat  ridiculous  version  behi,)  probably  Bellahoe  Lough,  oa 
to  his  title  of *'  all  subduing,"  in  order  the  confines  of  Mcath  and  Monaghan. 
to  please  his  patrons  of  the  line  of  2.  Loch  Salkedan,  or  Loch  Sailech,  i.  e. 
Eber,  the  enemies  and  rivals  of  the  "the  Lake  of  Willows/'  not  identified 
posterity  of  Aengus.  Dr.  Keating  3.  Loch  Gasan,  in  the  barony  of  Boyle, 
lias  too  readily  adopted  many  such  not  identified.  We  shall  soon  cease  to 
coarse  jokes  as  real  derivations.  "  Dr.  hear  of  these  burstings  or  springing! 
Keating,  indeed/'  says  the  learned  0'-  forth  of  lakes  and  rivers,  whatever 
Flaherty,  "  was  a  man  of  profound  meaning  our  Pagan  bards  and  Druidi 
reading  in  the  antiquities  of  his  country,  attached  thereto.  It  has  been  before 
but  he  acted  like  that  man  amongst  said,  that  the  discovery  of  those  lakai 
the  scasoncrs  of  the  salad,  who  threw  might  be  what  is  thus  recorded ;  ao 
all  sorts  of  herbs  into  it  promiscuously  might,  in  liko  manner,  either  the  con- 
without  choice  or  selection."  quests  of  the  districts  in  which  they  lay, 

**  Battles.     Cleri,    perhaps     Gape  or  ihcir  exposure  to  view  by  the  clearing 

Clear,  battle  of  Sliabh  Calgi  (Sleeve  of  the  plains  in  their  vicinity.    If  then 

Calguy),  in  Corcabaskin,  was  fought  be  any  foundation  for  those  traditions, 

against  the  Martini,  a  Belgian  tribe  it  must  be  some  of  these.    The  Four 

It  is  thought  that  the  mountain  of  Masters  record  an  eruption  of  the  Sea, 

Callain,  in  Ibrickan,  co.  Clare,  is  the  in  this  reign,  between  Lba  (Magherow), 

place  here  named,  as  Ibrickan  formerly  and  Ros  Ketti  (the  Bosses),  on  the 

was  included  in  Corcoboskin    (which  coast  of  Sligo. 

probably  had  its  name  from  the  Bascend  u  Plains.  1.  Mash  GUnna  Afrcoa, 
or  Baskenn  here  named).  3.  Magh  En-  i.  c.  the  plain  of  the  valley  of  Acorns, 
Spath  {Muy  Ainskeeh),  i.  c.  "  the  unknown.  2.  JMiflip  Aensgwtk,  on- 
plain  of  the  One  Shield,"  unknown.  3.  known.  3.  Ma%h  Cuti  Cod,  a  narrow 
Glas,  otherwise  Ron  Fraechan,  in  the  plain  situated  in  the  barony  of  Baaagh, 
barony  of  Murrcsk,  in  Mayo.  Aengus  in  the  west  of  Donegal.  u  Bogani"  ia 
also  fought  the  battle  of  Cuirki '  (not  the  text  should  be  "  Bogancch."  4 
Identified)  against  the  Martini ;  and  the  Ael-magh,  i.  c.  the  plain  of  Lime ;  there 
battle  of  Cam  Rekcda,  (not  identified,)  are  many  districts  called  Calraidht 
the  battle  of  Cuil  Hatha,  in  South  (Calree),  where  this  plain  might  be 
Munstcr ;  the  battle  of  Sliabh  g-Cua,  situated.  6.  Magh  Mucronhi,  lay  in 
nowSlicvc  Quo,  in  the  parish  of  Seeki-  Galway,  immediately  to  the  west  of 
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namely:  Magb-Glcnna  Dereon,  in  Kinel  Conaill;  Magb-Aeiu- 
Sgiatii,  in  Leinstcr;  Magh-Culi  Cad,  in  Bogani ;  Ael-Magh,  in 
Calraide;  Magh-Mueromhi,  in  Connaugbt;  Magh-Luaera  De- 
gaidliand  Magti-AreoitI,  in  Ciaraide  Lnaers, 

-Acogua  011-mucaidh  was  finally  slain  in  the  battle  of  Sliabh 
Ctxa_,by  Enna,  son  of  Neetan,  a  Mnnsterman.  However,  some 
historians  tell  us  that  Eana  Argtbech  was  tbe  man  tbat  slew  him, 
in  t-lie  battle  of  Carman ;"  ami  this  tradition  is  more  likely  to  be 
the  true  one,  according  to  the  duan  that  begins  with  the  verse, 
"Aengus  011-mucaidh  was  slain."  The  Buim  Rigbraide  or 
Royal  Catalogue,  likewise,  boars  out  tbe  latter  tradition. 

ENNA  ARUTHECH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  SC  2993.*  Safer"  Argthech,  i.e.  Knda  the  Despoíler  or 
Plunderer,  son  of  Eoeaidh  Huralio,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  tho 
sovereignty  of  Ireland  fur  twenty-seven  years.  He  wits  the  first 
tkat  made  silver  shields*  in  Ireland.  He  had  them  made  at  Ar- 
piros,  and  bestowed  them  upon  the  Irish  chieftains,  He  fell 
0?  tie  sword  of  Rothectaeh,  son  of  Maen,  in  the  battle  of 
Raigni." 

ROrHECTACU,  ARD-RIQH. 

A.  M.  3020."     Rothectaoh,"  Bod  of  Maen,  son  of  Aengus  011- 

mucaidh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  reigned  over  Ireland  for  twenty- 
6ve  years,  and  then  was  slain  by  Sedun,  son  of  Artri,  at  Rath- 
Cntacaan.** 

SEDNA,  ARD-RIGH. 

A. M.  30-15*     Sedna,44  son  of  Artri,  son  of  Ebrie,  son  of  Eber, 
80,1  of  It,  son  of  Miledh  of  Spain,  held  the  monarchy  of  Ireland 

AitiPbry.    6.   Magh-Lxtzhair   Dtgnidh  their  nobility,     ffce  the  Ltabkar  no.  g- 

1% Moghrn  /Jt-fj),lav  ncjir  CasuVisU  Ctiri,  cliií'ií  by  Dr.  « 1 'Donovan. 

™-«.  Hurry.     7.  Magh-AraiUl  lay  *'   Il.v^i  ™  the  name  in  Osaory, 

l:'  *':'fy  alan,  but   if-i  pivci.-.'.'  »iliiaiii'>n  i:al!c4  a!s'j    Mn^h   R.iiijiii,  wlw:[»r  ■    tin.- 

"  "ikinmii.  king  of  that    «wnlry   was    BmllfWIl 

Cunnon,   Dow   Wexford.       It   is  calltnl  "  High  Raighni,"  (Ret  Rayaie.) 

™e  tie  Four  ilaskw  say  that  'lnjwas  —O'D, 

■J.MÍ  by  Em»  Argtbech.  "  A.  M.  3817— Four  Masters. 

"  A.  M.  3791.     Four  Master».  •  Bothectaoh   I.,     otherwise   Roi- 

ff*k  L     ThU  nama  is  otherwise  theacbtacb  (Rohaghtagh). 

t™  "  Enda."     His  surname  is  pro-  •"  Rath  Cruacfian,  now  Rathcroghan 

""yed,  Arrixgagh.  near  Belanagare,  in  the  connty  of  Roe- 

T  Siktr  Skidds.    This  might  mean 

•íjéidj,  ornamented  or  embossed  with 
*«T.  For  an  account  of  the  various 
V^nta  made  by  the  Irish  kings  to 
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for  fivo  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  was  slain  by  his  own  so 
at  Cruachain,  upon  his  return  from  his  marine  expedition.41 

FIACAIDH  FIN-SGOTHACH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  8050*  Fiacaidh*  Fin-Sgothach,  son  of  Scdna,  of  the  1L 
of  Ir,  ruled  Ireland  for  twenty  years.  He  was  called  "Fi 
Sgothach,"  or,  of  tiie  wine  flowers/0  because  in  his  time  the 
were  wine-producing  flowers,  i.e.  "Sgotha  fina"  (Skohafeena) 
Ireland,  which  the  people  used  to  press  into  cups.  Fiacaidh  w 
slain  by  Munemhon,  son  of  Cas  Clothach. 

MUNEMHON,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3070.81  Munemhon»  son  of  Cas  Clothach,  son  of  F 
rarda,  son  of  Bothectach,  son  of  Bos,  son  of  Glas,  son  of  Nuadat 
son  of  Eocaidh  Faebar-glas,  son  of  Conmael,  son  of  Eber,  he 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  five  years.  Munemhon  was  tl 
first,  who  ordained  that  collars  of  gold"  should  be  worn  roni 

41  Marine  Expedition.      Perhaps  pi-  known  in  Ireland/1  forgetting,  ap] 

ratical    expedition,   were    the  belter  rently,  that   this  country  most  as 

translation  ;  the  original  is    "  dubh-  been  then  "  well  known"  to  the  Pbe 

loinjress."  (Doo-linges*.)  i.  e.  black  fleet,  cians,  and  that,that  nation  of  merchai 

**  A.  M.  3848. — Four  M  sters.  would  not  have  forgotten  so  tem] 

49  Fiacaidh  II.,  otherwise  Fiachadh  ing  a  commodity  as  wine,  in  their  tea 

(Fecgha).  with  the  natives,  even  supposing  t 

w  Wine  flowers.       llalliday  trans-  latter  to    have  been    mere    savag 

lates   the  words  '*  Pgotha  fiona*'  by  Wine,  too,  is  as  old,  if  not  older  u 

"  a  shower  of  grapes,     a  construction  Noah,  and  It  is  not  likely  that  any 

that  it  can  scarcely  l>car.     There  is  a  his  posterity  would  have  so  soon  ft 

tradition,  that  a  species  of  beer  was  gotten  its  name.    To  those  that  thin 

formerly  extracted  from  heath  flowers,  with  the  editor,  that  the  race  of  Eb 

in  Ireland,  but  the  probability  is,  that  Scot  had  come  to  Eri,  immediate 

this  reference  is  made  to  the  invention  from  a  vine-bearing  region,  the  ocei 

of  some  drink  which  was  pressed  from  rence  of  the  word  ••  fion  "  or  **  flu  "  do 

the  natural  fruits  of  the  countrv.  Finns-  not  seem  premature.    The  name,  wi 

gothach,   (Feenskohagh,)  might  be  a  but  alight  variations,  is  found  in  t 

corruption  of  Finn  HgotWh,  and  have  Greek,  Latin  and  Hebrew  lansnafi 

reference  to  his  "  Finiighail"   (fined),  whence  we  may  infer  that  its   FhcM 

or  parricide.     To  lop  off,  is  one  of  the  cian    was  also  not  remote  from  t 

meanings  of  the  word  "  Sgotli."— The  Gaelic  *'  fion."    It  is  certain  the  wo 

Four  Masters  tell  us,  that  every  plain  was  in  use  before  the  Gaels  left  t 

in   Ireland,  abounded  in  flowers  and  common  cradle  of  all  mankind. 

shamrocks,  in   the  time  of  Fiacaidh.  4I  A.  M.  3868. — Four  Masters. 

These  flowers,  moreover,  were  found  •*  Munemtios,   otherwise  Mnincv 

full  of  wine,  so  that  the  wine    was  lion,    (Munevone.)        ('as    Cloth** 

squeezed   into  bright  vessels.    Dr.  <)"-  (Chhaph.)  i.e.  Cas  the  Renowned.  T 

Donovan  says  that  " filing >tliach."  i.  c.  Four  Masters  say  that  Munemhon  h 

of  w'titc  flowers,  is  the  more  likely  assisted  Fiacaidh  I.  in  killing  his  fatb 

reading,  and  adds,  as  a  rea««)ii,  the  re-  B  Collars  of  Gold,       Numbers 

mark  that  ''wine  was  then  probably  un-  such  golden  collars  or  "  torques"  ) 
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: 

«i 


their  necks  by  the  noblemen  of  Ireland.     lie  died  of  the  plague, 
at  Jtfagh-AidnÍ.M 


ALLDEHGOID,  AHD-IilGU. 


-A.  M.  3075.a  Alldergoid,K  son  of  Munemhon,  son  of  Cos 
Clothach,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
for  seven  years.  It  was  in  the  time  of  Allderguid  that  the 
Irish  noblemen  first  began  to  wear  rings  of  gold  up—  their 
hands.    This  monarch  was  slain  by  Ollamh  Fodla,  in  the  battle 


OLLAMH   FODLA,  ARD-BIGH. 

A.  M.  3082."  Ollamh  Fodla,"  son  of  Fiacaidh  of  the  Wine- 
flowers,  son  of  Sedna,  son  of  Artri,  son  of  Kbric,  son  of  Ebor, 
son  of  It,  son  of  Miledh,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for 
^irty  years,"  at  the  end  of  which  he  died  within  his  own  walls. 
This  prince  got  the  name  of  "  Ollamh  Fodla"  or  "  Sage  of  Ire- 
«md,*  because  he  proved  himself  to  be  an  "  Ollamh"  in  wisdom 
^■Qd  in  intellect,  by  the  laws  and  regulations  which  he  instituted 
*°^  Ireland  during  his  reign.  It  was  he  that  first  established  the 
^^ovention  of  Temhair  or  Tara,  as  the  bard  thus  tells  U3 : 

*^«m>  tort\,  have  t«en  dm-orm*l  in  Ire-  who,  from  the  strong  light  of  tradition 

*5°"-    {See  Walker  on  The  Drete  of  the  thrown  round  him,  stands  out  i«il» 

"iimi  Irish).    They  are  ftf  most  rlub-  in^  oí  liisturiVal  ?uUítiinci!  and  truth. 

tm^j   Workmanship,   iiní  ir  mamifnc-  l!  would  servo  to  illustrate  the  nature 

r™*w  at  home,   betoken   a   great  ad-  and  exient  of  tlw  evidence  with  which 

v*J**inent  in  ihe  art  of  working  metals,  the  world  b  ioraitiim-i  satisfied,  tu  col- 

(    "    Mtgk-Aidni,  in  the  south  of  the  lect  together  the  various  names  which 

^^tj  tlatway.  are  received  as  authentic  on  the  strength 

„   A.  M.  3873.  Four  Masters.  of  tradition  alone ;  and   few,  perhaps. 

p        iiuiEWWiD,  or  Faldergoid.   Tha  could  claim  a  more  virtual  title  to  this 

(J,^**j  Masters  spell  this  Dame  "  Fail-  privilege  than  the  great  legislator  of 

^*t"  which  (if,  as  some  saj,  it  be  the  ancient  Irish,  Ollamb  Fodhla." 

O^^^d  from  "fail" a  ring,  "  dearg"  "   Thirty  years.     The  Four  Masters 

stW??'?  "  red,  and  "doidT"  a  hand)  give  him  a  reign  of  forty  years  ;  so  do 

„***!  be  pronounced,  Fanlyargode.  some  MS.   copies    of    Keatine.     The 

„    -A.M.  3883.— Four  Mailers.  number  in  the  text  is  that  given   by 

boj^&KunB  IV.     Ollamh  Fodla,  the  Hnllldny,  in  his  vereon  of  our  anthor  ; 

of?P  by  which  this  earliest  legislator  and  the  editor,  finding  him  supported 

hoj"™»"  (Uels  is  beat  know»,  was  hut  an  by  one  MS.  and  by  Dermod  O'Oon- 

fc1C^lt7  titie-      His  real  name  was  nor's  translation,  has  adopted  t*  * — 


a^T^uh,      "Among    the    numerous  him,  as  be  wishes  to  follow  that  J udi- 

itJj?8'"aa;B  Moore  in  his  History  of  cious  translator  npon  all  dubious  points 

hiit*^  '^*  'D  ^*  ^™  P8"'*'  of  Irish  relative  to  Keating's  text    However, 

ttjlí***  paw  like  shadows  before  our  O'Flaherty,  O'Halloran,  and  most  otl»- 

(Oo*  **  ^07*1  Sa6*  0uamh  Fodhla  er  authorities,  assign  UxOUamh  Fodla 

^**«  Foia) ,  is  almost  the  only  one  a  reign  of  forty  years. 
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"  Ollamh-Fodla,  skilled  in  the  fight, 
Twos  he  that  built  the  Ollamhs'  hall ; 
This  mighty  king  of  happy  reign 
First  instituted  Temhair's  Feast." 

The  Convention  of  Tara60  (or  the  "  Feis  Temhrach,")  was  a 
great  general  assembly,  somewhat  like  a  parliament,  to  which  the 
nobles  and  ollamhs  of  Ireland  were  wont  to  repair  every  third 
year,  about  the  time  of  the  feast  of  Samhain,61  in  order  to  renew 
and  establish  laws  and  regulations,  and  to  give  their  sanction  to 
the  annals  and  historic  records  of  Ireland.  At  it  an  especial  seat 
was  assigned  to  each  of  the  Irish  nobility,  according  to  his  rank 
and  title.  There  was,  also,  assigned  thereat,  an  especial  seat  to 
each  of  the  chieftains  of  the  bands  of  warriors  who  were  retained 
in  the  service  of  the  kings  and  lords  of  Ireland. 

It  was  likewise  a  sacred  and  established  usage,  that  the  man 
who  committed  a  rape  or  robbery,  or  who  struck  or  attempted  to 
strike  another  with  any  hostile  weapon,  at  the  Convention  of 
Tara,  should  inevitably  suffer  death ;  and  neither  the  king  him* 
self,  nor  any  other  person,  had  the  power  of  pardoning  his  crime. 
And,  furthermore,  it  was  the  usage  of  the  men,  who  were  to  form 
this  convention,  to  spend  six  days  previous  to  its  sitting,  to  wit: 
three  days  before  and  three  days  alter  the  Samhain,  in  feasting 
together,  and  in  making  peace,  and  establishing  mutual  friendly 
relations  between  them.    Eocaidh  O'Floinn  speaks  of  the  usages 

Eracticed  at  the  Convention  of  Temhair,  in  the  following  historic 
ly: 

"  Each  third  year  Temhair's  Feast  wm  held ; 
There  righteous  laws  and  rales  were  made! 
And  usage  old  in  force  upheld 
By  Eri's  proud  and  mighty  kings. 

"  King  Cathair,"  sire  of  many  clans, 
Once  called  high  Temhair  s  noble  Feast, 
And  thither  came,  well  pleased  thereat, 
All  Eri's  chiefs,  at  his  command. 

"  Three  days  ere  Samhain's  sacred  rites, 
And  three  days  after  (usage  good), 
Spent  there  that  proud  and  oaring  host 
In  banqueting  and  revel  gay. 

*  The    Convention  of  Tara.    The  been  both  a  feast  and  a  tuuiwtim, 

term  "Fcis  Temhrach"  (Fe$h  Tavragk),  from  Dr.  K eating's  description  of  it 

is  translated  "  Temorcnsia  Comitia"  by  •»  Samhain,  i.  e.  All-Hallow* ;  pit» 

Dr.  Lvnch  and  by  O'Flahcrty ;  but  it  nounced  Sown  or  Savwin. 

is  called  "  Ccna   Teamra"  in  the  An-  *  Cathaeib*    This  king's  naaw  fc) 

nals  of  Tighernoch,  and  translated,  The  prematurely  introduced.     He  did 

Feast  of  Taragh  by  Mageogbcgan  (tee  live  for  some  centuries  altar 

0'D:$  Four  Master*.)  It  seems  to  have  Fodu. 
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"  Thence  theft  w»s  driven  und  mnrder  dire, 
During  those  brief  and  happy  days ; 
Norn'  irviipun  Liiirt'd,  ihiijg  Imisi.n  wrought. 
No  brawl  was  raised,  nor  insult  Hung. 

"  The  man,  who  wrought  one  deed  of  these, 
Wus  iji.rrrn'il  nn  irnpiui!-),  uiitkiwi.-d  wn-tih  ; 
No  gold  bis  forfeit  could  redeem — 
Ilia  lií:  vu  doomed,  his  bend  accuracd." 

FWACTA,  ARD-RIGH. 


-A..  M.  2112«  Finacta,"  son  of  Ollamh  Fodla,  son  of  Fiacaidh 
°*  t-lw  Wine-flowers,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  held  the 
so"V^reignty  of  Ireland  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  called  Finacta* 
J?^^  * '  Fin-Shneca  W  (Feenaghta),  i.  e.  "Sncclita  Fiiia"  (swaghta 
*S^**<i)or  "snow  of  wine."  from  a  shower  of  wine  snow8"  that  fell 
1-l:»~iijg  hia  reign.     He  died  at  Magh-Inis. 


SLANOLL,  ARD-RIOH. 

-<\..  M.  3143.w  Slnnoll,  son  of  Ollamh  Fodla,  of  the  line  of  Ir, 
f^3**  of  Miledh,  ruled  Ireland  for  fifteen  years»  lie  was  called 
-,  Si  auoll"  from  the  great  health  enjoyed  by  the  men  of  Ireland 
c*ll-*"ÍDg  his  reign  ;  for  "slan"  is  the  same  as  "  healthy,"  and  "oil" 
r*le»7is  •'great."  It  was  in  the  house  of  Midh-Cuarti  (nae-coorla), 
?^*-  Temhair,  that  he  met  his  death ;  and  some  say  that  nobody 
*c»e-w  what  disease"  it  was  that  took  him  off. 

OEDUJ_ OLL-G07HACH,  AED-BIGII. 

-A^  K.  3143.n    Gesft  Oll-gothach,  eon  of  Ollamh  Fodla,  of 

™-*V  M.  3923.— Four  Masters.  Four  Masters  my  that  this  snow  black- 

**    lu*  L  or  Finhacta  I.    We  are  coed  the  grass. 

*oI«i    by  die  Four  Masters,  that  FJim  ■  A.  M.  3923.— Jbur  Matttn. 

*■>**      tíi»  Prince's  real   name.    They  "  ítfton  years.     The  Four  Masters 

R»ve  liim  %  reign  of  twenty  years,  and  say  30,  and  those  of  Clanmacnoise  2G. 

-**&  Unt  he  died  of  the  plague  in  Magh-  "  What   Diteau.     "He  was  found 

*?**»    no*  the  barony  of  Lecale,  co.  dead,  bat  bis  body  did  not  change.  He 

1-*<Jwa    O'Halloran  calls  him  Fiona,  was  afterwards  buried ;  and  after  bis 

Fbácia.    Dr.  ODonotan  consid.  body  had  been  forty  years  in  the  grave, 

^"ttUs  derivation  legendary,  "because,"  it  was  taken  up  by  bis  son,  i.  e.  Oilioll 

™2»  *»e,"Fmnachta,"or  "Finnshnechta,"  (Olild)   Mac   Slanuill ;   anil   tbe  body 

T*8    Tery  common  as  the  name  of  a  had  remained  without  rotting  or  de- 

*B»<»  among  the  ancient  Irish,  denoting  composing  during  that   time.      This 

"                   white.     The   name  is  thing  was  a  great  wonder  and  s 

'■ i  of  In*     •■'     "       " 


\ 


x .  „ a  O'Fin-  to  the  men  of  Ireland." — ibur  Master*. 

™J*U,  in  English,  Finaghty."  His  having  died  in  the  house  of  Midh- 

.       WiaiMnotB.     Bed  snow  is  not  nn-  Cuarta,  seems  to  argue  the  tranquillity 

™*VHx&  in  northern  latitudes  at  the  and  the  firm  establishment  of  the  d* 

P^w-nt  day.      This   fable  may   have  nasty  of  Ollamh   Fodla  on  the  Irish 

anginrted--  "- --   —  "--- - 

«4  phe 
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the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  foi 
seventeen  years.71  lie  was  called  Qedhi  OlT-gothach71  (Gayeh 
Oll-gohagh)  because  the  voice,  i.  e.  "guth"  (guh)  of  every  man  in 
Ireland  was  great  or  loud,  i.  e.  "oil,  during  his  reign.  He  fell 
by  the  hand  of  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Finacta.™ 

FIACADH,  ARD-RIGH- 

A.  M.  3160.74  Fiacaidh,75  son  of  Finacta,  son  of  Ollamh  Fodla, 
of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
for  twenty -four  years,76  and  then  fell  by  Berngal,  son  of  Gédhi. 

BERNGAL,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3184.77  Berngal,  son  of  Gódhi  Oll-gothaeh,  son  of 
Ollamh  Fodla,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  ruled  Ireland  fiw 
twelve  years,  and  then  was  slain  by  Olild,78  son  of  Slanoll. 

OLILD,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  8196»  Olild,80  son  of  Slanoll,  son  of  Ollamh  Fodk, 
of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  reigned  over  Ireland  «"taffl 
years,  and  then  was  slain  by  Siorna  Saegalach. 

SIORNA   THE  LONG-LIVED,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3212.81    Siorna,  or  Sirna  the  Long-lived,93  son  of  Dud, 


T1  Seventeen  years.    The  Four  Mas-  by  this  king,  that  the  earth  was  frit 

tere  allow  him  but  twelve.  dag  in  Irakod,  that  water  might  be  b 

n  OU-i>othach.    In  the  Dinnsenchas  wells;"  ana  that  "it was  difficult  tor 
it  is  stated  that  Erimhon,  son  of  Miledh,  the  stalk  to  sustain  its  com  daring  fafa 
was  also  called  Gedhi  Oil-go thach,  and  reign."     The  latter  observation  k  a 
for  a  similar  reason  ;   bat  these  ac-  figurative  mode  of  expressing  the  good- 
counts  arc  clearly  legendary,  because  ncss  of  his  rale  and  the  prosperity  9? 
the  cognomen  oil-got  hack  was  evidently  the  country  during  its  continoaiiee. 
applied  to  these  monarch»  from  the  n  Tumtyfour.    The  Four  Matton 
loudness  of  their  own  voices,  and  not  say  twenty, 
from  any  peculiarity  in  those  of  their  "  A.  M.  3992. — Four  MasUn. 
subjects— &í  O'D.'s  Fbvr  Masters.  n  Slain  by  (Mild.    Olild  was  aidoi 

n  Son  of  Finacta.    We  here  see  dis-  in  this  civil  war  by  Siorna,  son  of  Dian, 

cord  break  oat  in  the  hoase  of  Ollamh  who  was  thus  preparing  hit  own  wqy 

Fodla,  and  pave  the  way  to  its  down-  to  the  throne, 

fall.    Fiacaidh  was  his  nephew.  n  A.  M.  4004. 

74  A  M.  2972.— Four  Masters.  "  Oltld  I.    In  the  person  of  this 

n  Fiacaidíi  III.    He  is  sarnamed  monarch,  we  see  the  supremacy  wrested 

Finn-ailcheos  (FinnaUcas*)  bv  the  Four  from  the  race  of  Ir.     He  was  the  Mr» 

Masters,  which  state  that  it  was  by  enth  king  of  that  line,  that  had  now 

him  that  I)un-culi-8ibrinni.  now  called  uninterruptedly  ruled  the  kingdom  of 

Cenannas  ( Kenan  nw)  or  Kelts,  in  East-  Ireland,  for  more  than  a  century. 

Meath  was  built,  and  that  wherever  his  n  A.  M.  4020. — Four  Master*. 

habitation  was  placed,  Kenannos  was  *  Hiorita  thb  Ldnq-lited.   8foraa 

its  name.    They  ako  state  "  that  it  was  8aeghalach(Skfn*a&yotog*)iicaUed 
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»011  of  Rotnectach,  son  of  Maen,  son  of  Aengus  011-mucaidh, 
-of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ircliitid, 
"which  he  held  for  twenty-one  years.8*    He  was  surnaraed  "  Saeg- 

ewnof  Diao.sonof  Demon,  in  the  Four  of  transcribers.     O'Flaherty   refers  lo 

Masu-rs.  whence,  it  its   to  be   inferred  the   Bonk  of  Lccan  lo   show  thai  he 

*bftt  Dcman  mnv  either  have  been  an-  lived  150  years."    Thai  record,  in  part, 

other  name   for   Rothectach,  or   tfnil  almost  acrcea  with  the  ancient  poem 

K<aiiag  has  erred  in  nMIng  this  Hag's  sited  li)-  Keating,  inaKaneh  as  it  makes 

P  'liTii  v.  him  reign  but  twenty  yen rs. — SeeO'Don- 

*  Twenty-one   years.      The   Annals  '««'.'  f'dU'  Muster*.     That  he  neither 

«boTe  named  say  Íhul  his  reign  lusted  lived  nor  reigned  any  very  eitraordi- 

'"'  the  incred'ble  period  of  a  tiviiary  irid  nary  number  nf  years,  can  be  proved 

fialj.  Dr.O'Donovao  makes  the  follow-  \l  IHlJMiÍHg'  till  fnSfam  with  those 

!"S  remark  iu  hi»  note*  ou  these  Aunala,  at  Wis   predecessor  and  successor      It 

"/•outhatcitnivu^ant  sUitement :  "The  will  be  Been  thereby  that  it  exceeds  the 

fi^al  length  of  this  monarch's  reign  is  former  by  four  gene  rut  ion*,  while  it  co- 

"J den ily  legendary,  or  rather  a  blunder  brides  exactly  with  the  latter. 


1.  MILEDH  OP  SPAIN. 


J  EberTi 


Oonmael.  K. 
J    Eocaidb  II.  K. 
'    í^íuadath. 

f      Ote. 

I  XW 

\    fwnk 

'  ^liiaonhon.  E. 
W  -AJldergoid.  K. 
"    Cm. 

II  Falbi. 
13    Roan. 

U  liothettoch  II.  1 


3  Kbfir. 

4  Kbric. 

5  Arlri. 

II  Bedim  I.  K. 

7  Fiucaidh  II.  E. 

8  Oluunh  Fodla.  K. 

9  BUuioll.  C 
10  Uiild.  K. 


2  Erimhon.   K, 

3  Trial.  K. 

4  Kthrial.  E. 

5  Follomkati.  K. 
G  Tigljemnma.  K. 

7  Enboth. 

8  Smirgoll. 

9  Fiaoiidh  I.  E. 

10  Aengus  I.  E. 

11  Mac». 

12  ltotheetach  I.  E. 

13  Dian. 

14  Sioriia.  £. 


^%«  attributing  of  roch  an  incredible  when  he  had  already  become  remark- 
's9 to  the  present  monarch,  may  have  able  for  his  unusual  longevity.  It  is 
*?£j**d  from  making  him  the  grandson  nevertheless  clear,  that  Siorna's  accos- 
* Kotheetach  I,, eon  of  Mnen,  who  was  sion  to  the  throne  and  the  restoration 
■"**  by  Sedna  I.,  the  grandfather  of  of  the  line  of  Erimhon  in  his  person. 
™*Oah  Fodla,  nearlv  200  years  before,  marked  an  Important  epoch  in  Irish 
"le  Poor  Matter*  afaowna  that  he  was  primeval  history,  and  that  he  was  a 
P*ndsoo  Demun  through  Dian,  with-  great  and  powerful  monarch.  The 
Ht  telling  whether  Deman  was  son,  Four  Masters  speak  of  him  in  the  fol- 
Pjjdtaon,  or  great-grandson  of  Ro-  lowing  terms:  "It  was  this  Siraa 
«ctath  I.  Bat  it  is  useless  to  en-  that  wrested  tbegovernment  of  Tem- 
■  *°r  to  reconcile  Bach  discrepancies  hair  from  the  Ulta  (TJlstermen),  i.e. 
"t«  records  of  so  remote  an  age ;  for  the  race  of  Ir.  It  was  he  that  revenged 
,E  *"  still  in  the  dark  ages  of  Irish  upon  them  the  death  of  Rotheclach, 
ir.i  _i._  we  do  not  even  know  the  son  of  Maen,  whom  they  had  slain  at 
ie  recorded  Cruachain  j  bo  that  Berngal  and  Olild 


as-. 


«WHjitB 


'   eternal), 
t  have  been  given 


■  that  gained  over  the  Ulstermen  the 
»nse-  battle  of  Arkeltair  (one  of  the  names 
j  him    of  the  large  rath  at  Downpsi trick); 
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alacli"  or  the  "  Long-lived,"  from  the  longevity  of  the  men  of 
his  day.  He  fell  at  Allinn,8*  by  the  hand  of  Rothectach,  son  of 
Roan,  as  the  bard  tells  us  in  the  uuan  whieh  begins  with  the  verse, 
"  Eri,  proud  isle  of  kings,"  viz : 

# 

"  Sioma  held  the  reigns  of  power 
For  full  thrice  seven  years, 
Then  fell  amidst  his  slaughtered  host 
At  Allind"  by  Rothectach/' 

ROTHECTACH,  ARD-RIOH. 

A.  M.  3233 «  Rothectach*  son  of  Roan,  son  of  Falbi,  son 
of  Cas  Ked-cangnech,  son  of  Aldergoid,  son  of  Munemhon,  son 
of  Cas  Clothach,  son  of  Ferarda,  son  of  Rothectach,  son  of  Bos, 
son  of  Glas,  son  of  Nuadath  Degh-lamh,  son  of  Eocaidh  Faebar- 

5 las,  son  of  Conmael,  son  of  Eber,  son  of  Miledh  of  Spain,  held 
tie  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
he  was  burned  up  by  lightning,  at  Dun  Sobarki. 

ELIM,  ARD-RIOH. 

A.  M.  8240.87  Elim,88  son  of  the  last  king,  Rothectach,  and  of 
the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  but  for  one 
year,  for  he  was  slain  by  Giallcaidh,  son  of  Olild  Ol-caein. 


the  two  battles  of  Sliabh  Arbrech  (un-  and  a  countless  number  of  the 

known  J;  the  battle  of  Kenn-duin,  in  Ireland  with  them." 

Assal  (near  Croom,  co  Limerick  ;  the  M  AUind  or  Aillinn,  was   the  old 

battle  of  Moin  Fochnigh,  in  Ui  Falghi  name  of  a  large  rath  on  the  hfl!  now 

(Offal y),  over  the  Martini  and  Ernai ;  called  Knockaulin,  near  KilcuUen,  oo. 

the  battle  of  Laachair  (in  Kerry);  the  Kildare. 

battle  of  Clari  (in  the  co.  Limerick);  »  A.  M.  4170— Four  MaMen. 

the  battle  of  Samhain  (now  Knock-  M  Rothectach  II.    It  was  by  tUi 

sowna,  not  far  from  Bruroe,  co.  Limer-  Rothectach  that  chariots  drawn    by 

ick);  the  battle  of  Cnock  Ochair  fun-  four  horses  were  first  used  in  Ireland  ^— 

known).    An  attack  was  made  by  nim  Id.    He  was  a  very  good  king. — Am- 

upon  the  Fomorians,  in  the  territory  of  nals  of  Clonmacnoiu. 

Heath.    It  was  by  him  was  fought  "  A.  M.  4177. 

the  battle  of  Moin  Trogaide  (Mone  m  Elim  II.    He  was  surnamed  Ofl- 

Trotr<r<r),  in  Kianacta  (co.  Londonderry),  finsnecta  (Olfcenaghta),  because,   no» 

when  Lugair,  son  of  Lugaidh,  of  the  cording  to  some, "  snow  with  the  taata 

race  of  Kl>er,  had  brought  a  force  of  of  wine  fell  during  his  reign  ;"  others 

the  Fomorians  into  Ireland  with  their  say  that  he  was  called  so  because  it 

king,  Kesarn  by  name.    Siorna  drew  snowed  continually  that  year.    Botk 

the  men  of  Ireland  to  make  battle  arc  mere  guesses  of  later  writers  to 

against  them  at  Moin  Trogaide.    As  account  for  the  cognomen  whieh  meant 

they  were  fighting  the  battle,  a  plague  "  of  the  groat  white  snow.** — Set  OD. 

was  sent  upon  them,  of  which  Lugair  K  M. 
and  Kesarn  perished,  with  their  people, 
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GIALLCAIDH,  ARD-RIGD. 


A.  M.  3241"»  Giallcanlh  (Gueetyhce)  son  of  Olild  01-caem,  bod 
of  Siorna  the  Long-lived,  o[  the  line  of  Erimhón,  jvigmid  over 
Ireland  for  nine  years,  and  then  was  eloin  at  Magh.Muaidew  by 
Art  Imlech  (Imfac/h). 

ART  IMLECH,  ARD-HIGÍI. 

A.  M.  3250."  Art  Imlecii,"  son  of  Elim,  boh  of  Rothectach, 
son  of  Roan,  son  of  Falbi,  son  of  Cas  Ked-cangnech,  son  of 
Alldergoid,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 
land, and  held  it  for  twenty-two  years, *  at  the  end  of  which  he 
was  slain  by  Nuadath  Finn,  of  Fáí. 

NUADATH   FINN-FAIL,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  S272.M  Nuadath  Finn-Fail,"  son  of  Giallcaidh,  son  of 
Ould  CH-caein,  son  of  Siorna  Saegalaeh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon, 
ruled  Ireland  seventy  years,  or  for  twenty,  according  to  others. 
He  was  slain  by  Bresrigh,  son  of  Art  Imlech. 

BHESRIOn,  AllD-RIGB. 

A.  M.  3292*  Bresrigh,"  son  of  Art  Imlech,  son  of  Elim,  son 
™  Rothectach,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  ruled  Ireland  for  nine  years. 
^""ing  that  time  he  vanquished  the  Fomorians  in  many  battles. 
''*t  liist  he  was  himself  defeated  and  slain,  by  Eocaidh  Apthach, 
31  Gain  Conludiii. 

EOCAIDH  APTHACH,  ARD-RIGH. 

_^-  M;  3301."  Eocaidh  Apthach,*  son  of  Finn,  son  of  (Mild, 

f* ^of  Flann  Ruadh,  son  of  Rothlan.  son  of  Martin,  son  of  Sith- 

TÍ?*»  w°  of  Riaghlaa,  son  of  Eocaidh  B  rcc,  son  of  Lugaidh,  son 

*-t«,  son  of  Breogan,  was  monarch  of  Ireland  for  one  year.     He 

■  j^-  M.  4186.  *  Twenty-two  years.     Twelve  year», 

_tl~**'rs-4fi«úií  (Jtfoj-Mboes)  i  eith-  according  to  the  Four  Masters. 

qI™!»"  «rfttie  river  Moy,in  North  **  A.  M.  41»».— four  Matcn. 

n_i_*'*'')tht,  or  one  near  Knockmoy,  <so.  "  Nuadíto  I. 

■**J.  ■  A.  M.  4239.— Four  Matttrt. 

_  ■*-  M.  4187.— Four  Ma*tm.  *  Brmrigk.      Bresrigh,  (Brasrrt*,) 

„  -*-n  L     (yHalloran  states   that  means  King  Bres.    He  is  called  simply 

™    *M  a  very  warlike  prince,   and  Bres,  (firim,)  by  the  Four  Masters. 

r*1    *H  built  seven  large  dans,  which  "  A.  M.  4248.— four  Matter». 

he  ^í-roonded  by  dik&s  fiUad  with  "  Kocatoh  V.    The  annals  of  Clou- 
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got  the  surname,  "  Apthach,"  from  the  great  number  of  people 
that  died  in  Ireland  during  his  reign.  For,  during  that  time  a 
plague  came  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  every  month,  by  which 
multitudes  of  them  were  carried  off.  Hence  was  he  called 
Eocaidh  Apthach,  for  "  apthach"  (appaghS  is  the  same  as  mortal 
or  deadly.    He  was  slain  by  Finn,  son  or  Bratha. 

FINN,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3302 .10°  Finn,  son  of  Bratha,  son  of  Labraidh,  son  of 
Carbri,  son  of  Ollamh  Fodla,1  of  the  line  of  Ir,  ruled  Ireland 
twenty  years,*  and  then  was  slain  by  Sedna  Innaraigh. 

SEDNA  INNARAIGH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3322.8  Sedna4  Innaraigh,  son  of  Bresrigh,  son  of  Art 
Imlech,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for 
twenty  years.  He  was  called  Sedna  "Innaraigh,"  or  Sedna 
"of  the  wages;"  because  he  was  the  first  king  that  gave  wages 
to  soldiers  in  Ireland.  Simeon  Brec  caused  him  to  be  torn  limb 
from  limb. 

SIMEON  BREC,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  2342.'  Simeon  Brec,1  son  of  Aedan  Glas,  son  of  Nua- 
dath  Finn-Fail,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  ruled  the  Irish  nation  for 
six  years,  when  he  was  vanquished  by  Duach  Finn,  who  caused 
him  to  be  torn  asunder,  in  order  to  revenge  his  father's  death. 

DUACH  FINN,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3348.7  Duach  Finn,8  son  of  Sedna  Innaraigh,  son  of 
Bresrigh,  son  of  Art  Imlech,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sov* 

m  A.  M.  4249.— Four  Masters.  bear  the  latter  meaning,  Sedna  migjrt 

1  Ollamh  Fodla.    The  posterity  of  have  got  his  cognomen  M  Innaraigh" 

that  great  lawgiver  had  now  given  no  (Innarree),  from   his  havinjg  encoar- 

monarch  to  Ireland  for  a  century  and  aged  commerce  amongst  hs  people. 

a  half.    His  accession  and  that  of  his  The  annals  of  Glonmacnoise  amy  thai 

predecessor,  of  the  line  of  1th,  show  "  this  Sedna  was  a  worthy  and  a  no- 

that  the  rival  races  of  Eber  and  Erim-  ble  king,  and  the  first  that  rewautod 

hón  had  considerably  weakened  their  men  with  chattel  in  Ireland."    OUal» 

strength  in  contending  for  sovereignty,  loran  states  that  "  ho  wrote  a  oodt  ef 

1   Twenty  yearn.    Some  say  thirty,  laws  for  the  military,  which  «■  a 

The  Four  Masters  say  twentyJwo.  standard  for  many  succeeding  egeV 

'  A.  M.  4290.— Four  Masters.  •  A.  M.  4291.— Four  Master* 

4  Sedna  II.    The  phrase  "  d'amh-  •  Simeon  Brec,  i.  e.  the  spotted  m 

saibh"((/Totr»ir)/'  which  is  translated,  speckled  Simeon. 

to  soldiers  in  the  text,  is  by  some  under-  '  A.  M.  4297. — Four  MasUrsk 

stood,  in  this  case»  to  mean  people  in  '  Duach  I.    The  Four  Master* 

general.    If  the  word  "  amnas  "  can  that  he  reigned  ten  years. 
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ere-xgatjof  Ireland  for  five  years,  and  then  fell  by  Muredach 


MLTRKlJACn  BOLGRACH,  ARD-RIGH. 


— A*.  1L  8353.fl     Muredaeh  Bolsracli,1*  son  of  Simeon  Brec, 

oi      -^edan  Glas,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  ruled  Ireland  for  four 
je^jxz,  and  then  was  slain  by  Enna  Dcrg. 


I 


EXNA  DERO,  ARD-ItlGIJ. 


-^V.  M.  3357.u  Enna  Derg,B  Bon  of  Duach  Finn,  son  of  Sedna 
Ifl  ^a^araígh,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  possession  of  the  sovereignty 
of  Ireland  for  twelve  years.  He  was  called  Enna  Derg  (that  is, 
Et^-xia  the  Red),  from  the  redness  of  hia  complexion,  i.  e.  of  his 
facs^s.  It  was  in  his  reign  that  money  was  first  struck  in  Ireland, 
at  -<árgedros.  IIo,  and  great  numbers  of  people  besides,  died  of 
th«s    plague  at  Sliabh  Mis. 


LUGAIDH  1ARDONN,  ARD-BIGH. 


V 


-A.  M.  S369.u  Lugaidh  Lirdonn,"  son  of  Enna  Derg,  son  of 
D**-»ch  Finn,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  reigned  over  Ireland  for  nine 
J^H-is.  He  was  called  Lugaidh  íardonn,  or  Lugitidh  the  Dark- 
orx>^n,  from  the  dark -brown  color  of  his  hair;  for  "iar-dhonn" 
(^^--yon/i)  is  the  same  as  "dubh-dhonn"  (duv-yrmn),  i.e.  dark- 
»"»**»,    He  was  slain  by  Siorlamh,  at  Rath-Clochair. 

SIORLAHH,  A.RD-BIGH. 

-A.1L  8878."  Siorlamh,  son  of  Finn,  son  of  Bratha,  son  of 
^tACMdh,  son  of  Carbri,  son  of  Ollamh  Fodla,  of  the  line  of  Ir, 
J™**  of  Miledh  of  Spain,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and 
™*<3  it  for  sixteen  years.  He  was  called  Siorlamh,"  (sheerlam) 
^*1*  his  extremely  long  hands,  for  they  reached  the  ground  when 
"e   siood  erect     He  was  slain  by  Eocaidh  TJarkeas  (oghee-oorkesa). 

*      A.  M.  4307.— Four  Hitlers.  of   this    name  is    Laghaidh    [Loom.) 

-MmtucH  L     This  name  is  now  »  A.  M.  4329^-Four  itiarfm. 

[*-***  «jimced  Murreengh.  The  Four  Mas-  "  Longhands.     The  title,  Siorlamh, 

*í*    saj  that  Mureducb  reigned  a  year  would  be  more  applicable  in  a  iigara- 

"'",      ;»  month,  tive  than  a  material  sense.    In  tb«  lat- 

„    -A.M.  330H.— Four  Matters.  ter  case,  «  iamh-fhada"  {Lavvadda\ot 

,  twill.    Thia  name  is  otherwise  " Fad-Iarabach,  tfadlauvagh,)    should 

~\ Uad  End»,  Ami  sometimes  EiSjia,  or  have  been  the  term  naed.     The  itorj 

^^**»na.  of  this  monarch's  monstrous  hawk  has 

,.  -4.  M.  4320.— Four  Masters.  all  the  appearance  of  being  built  upon 

— .-■:!  ir.i;i  1.    The  aspirated  form  a  forced  etymology  given  to  his  mi 
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EOCAIDH  UARKEAS,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3394. ,7  Eocaidh  Uarkeas,18  son  of  Lugaidh  Iardonn,  son 
of  Enna  Derg,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
for  twelve  years.  He  was  surnamed  "  Uarkeas,"  from  a  sort  of 
rude  wicker  boats,  (covered  with  hides,)  that  he  was  wont  to  cany 
with  him  in  his  fleets;  for  "ceas"  (kass\iB  of  the  same  meaning  as 
canoe,  or  rather  wicker  boat  Now,  tnis  prince  had  spent  two 
years  at  sea,  whilst  an  exile  from  Ireland,  and  had  been  wont, 
during  that  time,  to  put  bands  of  his  followers  into  these  wicker 
boats,  for  the  purpose  of  plundering  the  coaste  of  whatever 
countries  he  touched  upon,  and  of  bringing  off  the  booty  therein 
to  his  fleet;  and  thus,  from  these  "ceasan  (cassa)  the  surname 
Uarkeas  was  attached  to  him.  He  was  slain  by  Eocaidh  Fiad- 
rauini  and  Conaing  Beg-eglach. 

EOCAIDH  FIADMUINI  AND  CONAING  BEG-EGLACH,  ARD-RIOHA. 

A.  M.  3406.19  Eocaidh  Fiadmuini"  and  Conaing  Beg-eglach, 
the  sons  of  Duach  Temrach,  son  of  Muredach  Bolgrach,  son  of 
Simeon  Brec,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  joint  sovereignty 
of  Ireland  for  five  years.  The  former  of  these  princes  was 
called  Eocaidh  Fiadmuini,  (Feemonie)  i.  e.,  Eocaidh  the  Hunter, 
because  he  was  extremely  aadicted  to  the  pursuit  and  chase  of 
wild  beasts  and  game,  in  the  wildernesses  and  forests.  This 
Eocaidh  fell  by  Lugaidh,  son  of  Eocaidh  Uarkeas. 

LUGAIDII  LAMH-DERG,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3411.14  Lugaidh  Lamh-dcrg"  (Looee  Lauv-yarg\  son  of 
Eocaidh  Uarkeas,  of  the  line  of  Ebcr,  held  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland  for  seven  years.  He  was  called  Lamh-derff,  or  Bed* 
hand,  because  there  was  a  red  stain  or  spot  on  one  of  his  hands. 
This  Eocaidh  was  slain  by  Conaing  Beg-eglach,  or  Conaing  the 
Fearless. 

CONAING  BEG-EGLACH,   ABD-RIGII. 

A.  M.  8418.*    Conaing  Beg-eglach,  son  of  Duach  Temrach, 

17  A.  M.  4344. — Four  Masters.  the  Vanquisher,  whence  Dr.  ODooofaa 

*  Eocaidh VI.  The  explanation  giv-  conjectures  that  this  was  an  a/lot  nam 
en  above  for  the  surname  "  Uaircheas"  for  Duach  Temrach,  or  Duach  of  Tfcim. 
is  very  questionable      The   word  is  "  A.  M.  4362. — Four  Matter*. 

not  at  all  formed  like  a  regular  com*  *  Lugaidh  II.    It  is  more  VUtj  to 

pound.    It  is  a  derivative  form.  suppose  that  this   prince  wh  styled 

•  A.  M.  4336.— Four  Muster*.  Red-Hand,  from  his  bloody  deeds,  Ota 
"  Eooaidh  VII.    The  Four  Masters  for  the  reason  which  Dr.  Keatissj  sat 

call  this  prince  and  his  brother  the    given. 

sons  U  Oongal  Oosgarach,  i.  e.  Congal       •  A.  1L  4888.— Jour  Jffissftrs. 
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the  son  of  Muredach  Bolgrach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  ruled  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  for  ten  years.  He  was  styled,  "  Beg-eglach," 
or  the  Fearless,  because  the  slightest  shade  of  fear  never  seized 
him  in  any  fight  He  was  also  a  man  of  great  prowess  in  the 
conflict,  as  the  bard  has  sung  in  the  following  rann: 

"  Conaing,  in  Conflicts  of  bright  blades, 
Who  never  dreaded  mortal  man, 
Reigned  for  ten  years  o'er  North  and  South* 
And  then  he  fell  by  Art  Mac  Lugaidh." 

ART,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  8438.*  Art,*  son  of  Lugaidh  Lamh-derg,  of  the  line  of 
Eber,  held  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  six  years,  and  then  he 
was  slain  by  Duach  Laghrach,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Tolgrach,  and  by 
Fiacaidh  himself. 

FIACAIDH  TOLGRACH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  8484*  Fiacaidh*  Tolgrach,  son  of  Muredach  Bolgrach, 
son  of  Simeon  Brec,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  possessed  the  sover- 
eignty of  Ireland  for  seven  years,  and  then  he  was  slain  in 
Bcxrinn  *  by  Olild  Finn,  son  of  Art 

f  OLIIJ)  FINtf,   ARD-RIGH. 

-A.  M.  8441*  Olild»  Finn,  son  of  Art,  son  of  Lugaidh 
Lamh-derg,  son  of  Eocaidh  Uarkeas,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  nine  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
fell  by  Argedmar  and  by  Fiacaidh,  and  by  Duach,  son  of 
Fisvcaidh,  in  the  battle  of  Odba.M  Upon  this,  the  Munstermen 
«mastered  under  Eocaidh,  son  of  Olild  Finn,  and  under  Lugaidh, 
sot*  of  Eocaidh  Fiadrauini,  so  that  they  banished  Argedmar  be- 
yond the  sea,  for  the  period  of  seven  years. 

EOCAIDH,   ARD-RIGH. 

-*V  Jí.  S450.33    Eocaidh,84  son  of  Olild  Finn,  son  of  Art,  son 
°*  -Lugaidh  Lamh-derg,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sovereignty 

.   -    0«r  North  and  South.   In  the  orig-        "  Boirinn — now    called    Burrin,    a 

ITlF  »^or  S*0*1  ^n»"  i*  e*  "over  eacn  barony  in  the  north  of  the  county  of 

.  ***    The  Four  Masters  say  that  he  Clare, 
reigned  twenty  years.  "  A.  M.  4405.— Four  Masters. 

m  -^M.  4389.  "Olild  II.    Olild    reigned    eleven 

9  -Abt  II.  years. — Id. 
»  ^  H.  4395. — Four  Masters.  n  OJba  (<.va)  lay  in  Meath. 

^Ucaidh  IV.    The  epithet "  Tol-        *  A.  M.  4416.— Four  Masters. 
P*p*V  may  mean  proud  or  warlike,        u  Eocaidh  VIII.    Ani-Cliach,  ULvh 

U  v  \v>  ^olgdha."    Tne  Four  Masters  nie-Cieeagh,)  where  Eocaidh  was  slain, 

**?  that  Fiacaidh  reigned  ten  years.  is  now  called  Knockany,  in  the  county 


9 
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of  Ireland  for  seven  years.  And  he  did  not  yield  the  kingdom 
to  Argedmar;  but  he  made  a  peace  with  Duach  Lazhrach, 
which  lasted  until  Argedmar  returned  from  his  banishment, 
when  both,  the  latter  chieftain  and  Duach  Laghrach,  combined 
their  strength  against  Eocaidh,  who  fell  by  their  hands,  about 
that  time,  at  the  fair  of  Ani-Oliach. 

ARGEDMAR,   ARD-RIOH. 

A.  M.  34S7.88  Argedmar,"  son  of  Siorlamh,  son  of  Finn,  son 
of  Bratha,  of  the  race  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  held  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  twenty-three  years,  when  he  fell  by  the  hands  of  Duach 
Laghrach,  ana  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Olild  Finn. 

DUACH   LAGHRACH,   ARD-RIGII. 

A.  M.  3480.87  Duach  Laghrach,38  son  of  Fiacaidh  Tolgrach,  son 
of  Murcdach  Bolgrach,  son  of  Simeon  Brec,  of  the  line  of  Erim- 
hón,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for  ten  yean. 
He  was  called  Laghrach  (Loyragh\  i.  e.  the  Vindictive,  or  the 
Quick-avenging,  from  the  word  "lagkra"  or  "ladhra"  {loyra\ 
which  means,  speedy  vengeance;  for  ne  never  indulged  or  par- 
doned any  person,  who  had  committed  a  deed  of  injustice,  out 
made  him  render  immediate  retribution  for  his  crime.  It  was 
thence  that  he  acquired  that  surname.  He  was  slain  by  Lugaidh 
LaghdL 

LUGAIDH  LAGHDI,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3490.*  Lugaidh Laghdi* son  of  Eocaidh, son  of  Olild 
Finn,  of  the  line  of  Ebcr,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seven 
years,  after  which  he  was  slain  by  Aedh  JEtuadh,  son  of  Badarn. 

Limerick.    The  Annals  of  Clonmao-  from  Macha's  death  to  the  accession  of 

noise  say  that  Argedmar  and  Duach  Rudraide,  A.  M.  3792. 

came  upon  him  unawares,  at  the  fair,  "  A.  M.  4453. — Four  MeuUrt 

and  there  slew  both  him  and  many  of  "  Duach  II. 

the  chieftains  of  Munster.  "  A.  M.  4469. — Four  Afcjtoa, 

"A.M.  4123.— Four  Masters.  •  Lugaidh  IIL    With  the  tflpárm- 

"  Argedmar.    This  prince's  name  tions,  this  king's  name  is  spelled  M  Lo- 

means   "abounding   in   silver,"   i.  c.  ghaidh  Laighdne"  (Loom  Laum) :  the 

M  airgedmhar''  (Arguedvar).    The  last  surname  is  otherwise  spelled  LsegUba 

cited  authorities  give  him  a  reign  of  (Layfo),  and  its  most  probabtenieaamg 

thirty  yean.    O'Flaherty  tells  us  that  is  "  heroic/'  derived  from  « meek,"  m 

Argedmar  had  five  sons:  1.  Badarn,  hero.    Keating,  in  attributing  the  story 

lather    of  Aedh  Huadh  ;    2.   Diman,  of  the  fawn  to  this  Lugaidh,  cooftHmos 

father  of  Dithorba;  3.  Fintan,  father  him  with  another  chief  of  the  same  name 

of  K  imbaeth  :  -1.  Fomor,  from  whom  and  nearly  similar  surname,  who  lived 

descended  Rudraide,  progenitor  of  the  about  six 'hundred  years  after  him,  tlttt 

tribe  of  Rudraide,  ana  Gas,  from  whom  is,  with  Lugaidh  Laighdne,  son  of  Dftri 

descended  almost  all  the  kings  of  Ulster  Doimhthoco  (Duivkagk),  I 
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^  !Ehe  u  Coir  Anmann,"  or  Book  of  Etymology,  says  that  -™, 
^CvVgHÍdh  Laghdi  was  one  of  the  five  Lugaidhs  who  were  the  bods 
**f  Dsii  Doimthech.41  What  that  book  tells  us  is,  that  a  certain 
f*ruid  had  prophesied  to  Dari  Doimthech,  that  he  should  have  a 
^on,  named  Lugaidh,  to  whom  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  was 
destined ;  and  that,  after  this,  five  sons  were  tiorn  in  succession 
to  Dari,  each  of  whom  he  named  Lugaidh,  When  these  sons  had 
grown  up,  Dari  went  to  the  same  druid  and  asked  of  him  which 
of  his  five  Lugaidhs  was  to  gain  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  "  Go," 
said  the  druid,  "  on  to-morrow,  with  thy  five  sons  to  Talti,  and 
there  will  come  a  beautiful  fawn  into  the  fair,  and  the  whole  as- 
semblage, and  thy  sons  also,  will  immediately  start  upon  her 
track ;  and  then,  whichsoever  of  thy  sons  may  overtake  and  kill 
Vhat  fawn,  it  is  he  that  shall  be  monarch  of  Ireland."  Upon  the 
morrow,  the  fawn  came  into  the  fair,  and  the  men  of  Eri  and  the 
sons  of  Dari  set  off  in  chace  of  her,  until  they  had  thus  reached 
-Benn-Edair,  where  a  magic  mist  was  thrown  between  the  men  of 
Eri  and  the  sons  of  Dari.  The  latter  continued  the  chace  thence 
to  Dal-Moecorb41  of  Leinster,  where  Dari  overtook  the  fawn  and 
killed  her;  and  it  is  from  that  fawn  that  he  has  been  styled 
*  *  Lughaidh  Laighdhe  "  (Looee  Lawe),  otherwise  "  Lughaidh  Laegh- 
«Iha"  (Layha\  1.  e.  Lugaidh  of  the  fawn,  or  "laegh"  UayhS. 

This  is  that  Lugaidh,  of  whom  the  following  wild  fable*  is  re- 
lated. It  is  told  that,  being  once  hunting  in  a  wilderness,  he  met 
^vith  a  certain  deformed  hag,  upon  whom  there  was  a  magic  mask; 
tliat  this  hajj  became  his  mistress,  and  that  she  afterwards  took 
off  her  magic  mask  and  then  appeared  to  him  in  the  form  of  a 
**iost  beautiful  young  woman.  By  this  hag,  who  became  the 
*"nistress  of  Lugaidh  Laghdi,  Ireland  is  allcgorically  meant,  inas- 
Tjiuch  as  he  at  first  endured  much  pain  and  trouble  on  her  ac- 
count, but  afterwards  came  into  the  enjoyment  of  much  pleasure 
*Xnd  happiness.  Now,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  "Coir 
■Anmaan"  says  that  a  certain  Lugaidh  Laghdi  was  the  son  of 

**  iadh  (Macneeah),  and  grandfather  of  Oltim,  from  whom  the  rival  tribe  of 

-I~~*!igiii<Ihf  styled  Maccon,  who  was  king  Dergthini  took  their  title.     According 

*J  C  Ireland,  according  to  Keating,  from  to  the  pedigrees  of  the  Eberian  tribes, 

-«^.  D.  182  to  A.  D.  212.    The  confusion  Dcrgthini,  or  Corb  Oluin,  was  the  six- 

*X*ust  have  resulted  from  the  extravagant  teenth  iu  descent  from  the  prvRcnt  mon- 

^ove  of  the  Irish  bards  for  alliterative  arch. 

^jiithets,  or  Reating's  carelessness.  n  Dal  Mnsrorb — called  otherwise  Dal 

41  Dari  Doimthech  was  otherwise  call-  Mescorb  and  Dal  Mesincorb.     A  sept 

^ad  Dari  Sir-chrcchtach  (S'lecr-chragft-  along  the  east  of  the  present  county  of 

*<*gh),  i.  e.  the  incessant  plunderer,  or  Wicklow,  was  thus  denominated.— O'D. 

*  **e  wi(h! y-pl under ing.    From  him  the        *  For  the  poem,  upon  which  this 

^-2orca  Luighe  took  the  name  of  Darini,  fable  is  founds!,  see  the  Genealogy  of 

***  Dairfhini,  i.  e.  the  '■  fine"  or  tribe  of  the  Corca  Luighe  published  in  the  Mis- 

tXiri.    He  was  cotemporary  with  Dorg-  ccllany  of  the  Cqitic  Society  for  18-19, 

^liúii  (De.kinni),  otherwise  called  Corb  Appendix  A.,  p.  QG. 


244  THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 

Dari  Doimthech,  still  I  do  not  suppose  that  it  was  the  same 
Lugaidh  Laghdi,44  who  was  king  of  Ireland,  that  is  mentioned  in 
that  work,  and  also  notwithstanding  the  Druids  having  prophe- 
sied, that  Lugaidh  Laghdi,  son  of  Dari  Doimthech,  snould  be 
king  of  Ireland. 

AEDH  RUADH,  ARD-RIGBL 

A.  M.  8497  «  Aedh  Ruadh  *  son  of  Badarn,  son  of  Arged- 
mar,  son  of  Siorlamh,  son  of  Finn,  son  of  Bratha,  of  the  line  of 
Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  reigned 
for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  was  drowned  at 
Esruadh* 

DITHORBA,  ARD-RIOH. 

A.  M.  3518.48  Dithorba,  son  of  Deman,  son  of  Argedmar, 
son  of  Siorlamh,  son  of  Finn,  son  of  Bratha,  of  the  line  of  Irf  son 
of  Miledh,  assumed  the  sovereignty,  and  reigned  over  Ireland  for 

M  The  same  Lugaidh  Laghdi.— In  ternately,  with  his  two  successor*,  fcr 
(act,  the  poem  upon  which  the  fable  is  periods  of  seven  yean  each.  They  tlm 
founded  expressly  states,  that  Lugaidh  kept  the  sovereignty  in  their  pot» 
Xaighdhe,  or  Laeghdha,  son  of  Dari  session  for  63  yean.  Keating,  by  a 
Doimthech,  never  became  king  of  Ire-  strange  license,  sets  them  down  at  bar- 
land.  Neither,  according  to  it,  did  the  ing  reigned,  each  21  consecutive  yean. 
enchanted  lady  become  his  mistress.  The  Four  Masters  make  Aedh  rariga 
Khe  is  therein  made  to  say  to  him :  the  kingdom  at  the  end  of  seven  yean* 
» I  aar  to  thoe,  o  mild  youth,  "  for,"  say  they, "  there  were  injunction 

with  me  arch-king»  cohabit ;  upon  him  to  resign  it  to  Dithorba  at  the 

\£££^JSSrJSSl'  &  of  that  time ;  and  on  Dithort»,  abo, 

To  thee  I  have  revealed  myself  to-night;  to  resign  it  to  Kimbaeth  ;   and  80  ÍB 

Th*hibu; ;  bUt  With  me  th°a  ^  n0t  **"    8UCce38ion  to  the  end  ofthdr  lire*    Tht 
Thou  sh»u  have  a  son,  honored  tn  him,  reason  they  made  this  agreement,  wsj 

lie  is  the  man  with  whom  i  shall  dwell.  because  they  were  the  sons  of  three 

The  name  of  thr  son.  the  mode  Is  good,  v-a*i,a-,  »» 

Shall  be  Lugaidh  Mor;  he  shall  be  a  royal  son,  DrOinCTS.      ...,.,,  _ 

For  we  have  been  longing  much  for  him,  EsrWidh,    otherwise   Ks   Of   Baft* 

HethaUb€adroid,aprophet,andapoet*  Aedha   Ruadh    (Anayroo*),   i.  e,  the 

*  MTiteconVuiU  gain  th+  km  ofBréogh (Tara),    Assaroe,  or  the  Salmon-leap,  a  cataraet 
with  Ana  mndéiwifid  try*  0n  the  river  Erne,  at  Ballyahannoo. 

OenealogyofCorc«Lulghe,pp.W.M.      ^  ^  of  Aedhs  Colleague*  had  DOftV 

This  extract,  from  that  ancient  poem,  scssed  the  sovereignty  twice,  for  their 

provi»  that  Lngaidh  of  the  Fawn  was  periods  of  seven  yean,  and  as  he  was 

never  king  of  Ireland,  and  that  there  himself  in  possession  of  it  for  the  third 

was  no  foundation  whatever  for  making  time  when  no  died,  it  most  Appear  clear 

Lugaidh  111.  son  of  Kochaidh  VIII.,  to  that  Keatinp;  has  antedated  his  death 

be  the  son  of  Dari  Doimthech.  by  twenty-eight  years. 

*  A.  M.  4470.  -F»ur  Moslem.  «AM.  4477.— Four  Masttn.  The 

*  Akdii  I.    This  king,  Aedh  Ruadh  commencement  of  Dithorba's  first 
(Ayk  Row),  or  Aedh  the  Red,  ruled  al-  teonial  period. 
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twenty-one  years,  until  he  fell  in  Corann,  by  the  three  Cuans,* 
xiamely,  Cuan  Mara,  Cuan  Moighi,  and  Cuan  SlebL 

KIMBAETH,  ARD-RIGH 

A.  M.  8539*  Kimbaeth,  son  of  Finntan,  son  of  Argedmar, 
son  of  Siorlamh,  of  the  race  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  held  the  sover- 
eignty of  Ireland  for  twenty-one  years  (or  for  twenty-eight  years,0 
according  to  some  others),  and  then  he  died  of  the  plague  at  Ard- 
Aiacha. 


a 


,  MACHA  MONG-RUADH,   ARD-RIGHAN. 

A-  M.  3559.°  Macha  Mong-Ruadh  (of  the  red  tresses),  daughter 

of  Aedh  Kuadh,  son  of  Badarn,  son  of  Argedmar,  son  of  Siorlamh, 

of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  then  assumed  the  sovereignty  of 

Ireland,  which  she  held  for  seven  years,  until  she  was  slain  by 

JRectaidh  Righ-Derg. 

It  was  in  her  time  that  Emhain  Macha  was  built     The  follow- 

ing  is  the  reason  why  it  was  called  Eman  Macha,  to  wit:  there 

"were  then  three  kings  reigning  over  the  Ulta  (Ulidians),  namely, 

-Aedh  Riiadh,  son  of  Badarn,  from  whom  Esruadh  has  been 

called;  Dithorba,  son  of  Deman,  dwelling  at  ULsnech,  in  Meath; 

^nd  Kimbaeth,  son  of  Finntan,  at  Finnabair  ;M  and  it  was  at  the 

kouse  of  this  latter  prince  that  Iugani   Mor,  son  of  Eocaidh 

3Buadach,  was  reared.    These  princes  reigned  in  alternate  succes- 

«ion,  each  for  the  period  of  seven  years,  until  they  had  all  three 

enjoyed  the  royal  power  three  times.     And  the  first  of  them  that 

<3ied  was  Aedh  Ruadh,  who  left  no  posterity  after  him  but  Macha, 

rho  was  his  only  daughter.     Upon  her  fathers  death,  Macha 

laimed  her  right  to  the  alternate  succession,  as  his  representative, 

ut  Dithorba  and  his  sons   replied,  that  the  sovereign  power 

°  Three  Cua>s. — These  were  his  three  was  the  only  female  that  ever  ruled  the 

cphews,  according  to  O'Flaherty      It  Gaelic  nation.     The  subjects  of  Queen 

ras    after  his   banishment   into  Con-  Mtxlb,  of  Connaught,  were  chiefly  Fer- 

usrht,  by  Macha,  that  he  fell  by  their  Bolgs. 

nHa  i'non   \farn     mivina  f'nn  11  nf  t  Vii»  *•    A 


nas.     Cuán  Mara,  means  Cuan  of  the  "A.  M.  4540. — Four  Masters. 

ea  ;  Cuan  Slebi,  or  Sleibhi  (Slaivie),  "Finnabair.    There  are  four  places 

uan   of   the   Mountain ;    and   Cuan  of  this  name  within   the  confines  of 

oighi  (Woye),   Cuan   of  the  Plaiu.  ancient  Meath.    They  are  all  now  called 

orann  is  in  the  county  of  Sligo.  Fennor,  a  name  derived  from  the  Irish 

"A.  M.  4484.— Four  Masters.     The  "  Fionnubhair"  (Fmnooir).    1st.  There 

Commencement  of  Kimbaeth  s  first  sep-  is  Fennor  on  the  Boyne,  near  tílane,  in 

"^-c^nnial  period.  Meath.     2d.  Fennor,  in  the  parish  of 

•*  Twenty-eight  years.    That  is  counts  Ardcuth,  also  in  Meath.     3d.  Fennor, 

*J*g  the   seven  years  he  reigned  con-  in  Tebtha  or  Tuffia,  in   Westraeath, 

.Jointly  with  Macha.  4th.  Fennor  or  Fionnubhair  nan-inghen 

u  Ard-righan,  i.  e.  Arch-queen,  pro-  (Fninooir-nan-innecn),  i.  e.  of  the  dam- 

bounced  Aurd-reeyan.      This  virago  sals,  in  the  parish  of  Douore,  in  Meath. 
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should  never  be  delivered  up  by  them  into  the  hands  of  any 
woman.  Upon  this,  there  was  a  oattle  fought  between  them  and 
Macha,  in  which  Macha  bore  away  the  victory  from  them,  and 
assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Irelana  for  seven  years.  Then  Di- 
thorba  died,  leaving  after  him  five  sons,  whose  names  were 
Baeth,  Bcdach,  Bras,  Uallach,  and  Borbcas ;  and  these  demanded 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  themselves,  according  to  the  usage 
of  their  forefathers,  but,  upon  this,  Macha  replied,  that  she  would 
not  yield  the  sovereignty  to  them,  but  that  she  would  give  a 
battle  in  its  stead.  A  battle  then  was  fought  between  them,  in 
which  Macha  was  again  victorious.  The  sons  of  Dithorba  now 
fled  for  safety  into  dark  and  lonely  forests;  and  Macha  took  Kim- 
baeth  as  her  husband,"  and  as  commander  over  her  warriors.  She 
then  disguised  herself  as  a  leper,  by  rubbing  the  dough  of  rye 
over  her  face,  and  went,  in  person,  in  pursuit  of  the  sons  of  Di- 
thorba.   These  she  found  in  a  wild  forest  in  Borenn,**  cooking  a 

u  As  her  husband.    The  Four  Masters  the  adoption  of  a  fixed  system  of  Cro- 

say  that  Kimbaeth  reigned  seven  years,  oology ;  that  is  they  are  uncertain,  In 

as  the  husband  of  Macha.    O'Flaherty  date,  and  uncertain  in  consecutive  ar- 

tells  us  that  he  was  the  first  king  that  rangement.    There  is  also  much  uncer- 

dwelt  in  Erahaiu  Macha,  which  he  built  tainry  as  to  how  far  Mythologic  legend 

most  superbly,  and  which  afterwards  and  Druidic  allegory  have  been  blended 

became  the  residence  of  the  Ulidian  with  plain  matter  of  fact.    But  then 

kings.  peat  features  of  our  early  history,  thai 

The  building  of  Emhain  forms  an  have  left  indelible  impressions  upon  the 

era  or  fixed  point  in  Irish  history,  national  memory,  and  even  upon  the 

Thenceforth  the  dates  of  the  events  re-  physical  appearance  of  the  country,  an 

corded,  the  reigns  of  the  kin^s  and  their  not  to  be  rejected  because  Ti^hernack 

consecutive  order,  become  less  unccr-  has  qualified  them  as  uncertain.    The 

tain.    Tighernach,  who  died  in  the  year  same  phrase  might  be  applied  to  the 

1088,  ana  who  is  the  most  accurate  of  history  of  Rome,  Athens,  or  anv  other 

the  Irish  annalists,  says  that  all  the  autique  nation.  The  existence  of  Bonm- 

monuments  of  the  iScoti,  to  the  time  of  lus  and  liemus,  and  even  the  time  they 

Kimbaedh,   are  uncertain.     "  Omnia  lived,  arc  both  very  uncertain.     It  is, 

monumenta  Scotonim  usque  Cimbaeth  also,  uncertain  how  far  truth  is  blended 

incerta  erant."    With  this  O'Flaherty  with  fable  in  the  legends  of  Rhea  Sylvia 

agrees,  and  he  has  shown  in  the  second  and  of  Lupa.  but  no  person,  except  one 

part  of  his  Ogygia,  that  the  periods  of  who  Is  of  a  frame  of  mind  Jo  doubt  of 

the  Ulster  kings,  from  Cimbaeth  (Kim-  his  own  existence,  will  deny  that  then 

booth)  to  the  dost  rue  t  ion  of  Kmania,  are  represent  real  historic  (acts  and  persons; 

supported  by  accurate  records ;  but  he  or  that,  however  obscure  their  legends 

confesses  that  the  periods  preceding  Ik»  in  themselves,  they  represent  then 

Cimbaeth  is  not  so  supported. — WDon-  facts  more  truly  and  clearly  than  can 

ovnns  Notes  to  the  Four  Matter*.  now  be  done  by  substituting,  in  their 

Too  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  stcad,any  other  hypothcsis,founded  upon 

above-cited  admission  of  Tigharnach,  every-day  experience.    So  it  is  of  the 

and  many  would  rcjcci  the  ««vents  re-  events  before  Kimbaeth.  and  of  many 

cortknl  previous  to  the  buildin?  of  Km-  of  those  after  his  time. — Eth 

ania. on  the strenrth  thereof.   Uncrtnin  "  fíorcnn.  This  forest  lay,  very  proV 

they  certainly  an»,  as  the  historic  events  able,  in  a  district  called   Borenn,  m 

of  every  nation  had  been  previous  to  Ulidia. 
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wild  boar.    The  sons  of  Dithorba  then  asked  her  the  news,  and 

S.ve  her  a  portion  of  the  meat    She  upon  this  told  them  all  that 
e  had  to  communicate.    After  this,  one  of  the  brothers,  charm- 
ed by  the  brightness  of  her  eyes,  followed  her  into  a  distant  part 
of  the  forest*  and  there  she  left  him  bound  in  fetters.    She  then 
returned  to  the  others,  who,  thereupon,  demanded  of  her  what 
had  become  of  their  brother.     Macha  replied,  that  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  meet  them,  being  ashamed  of  having  been  smitten  by  the 
bright  glances  of  a  leper.     "  He  needed  it  not,"  said  they,  "  for 
we  have  been  all  captivated  by  the  beauteous  lustre  of  your  eyes." 
They  then  vie,  one  with  the  other,  in  paying  court  to  the  seem- 
ing leper,  and  she  seems  to  listen  to  eacn  of  them,  and  thus  she 
succeeded  in  alluring  them  into  solitudes,  where  she  bound  them 
in  fetters,  as  she  had  their  brother.    In  this  manner  she  was  able 
to  place  them  all  in  bonds,  and  to  bring  them  tied  together*7  to 
Emhain  Macha,  into  the  presence  of  the  men  of  Uladh.     She  then 
asked  the  chieftains  of  Uladh  what  retribution  she  should  exact 
from  her  captives.     They  with  one  accord  declared  that  she 
should  have  them  put  to  death.     "Not  so,"  said  she,  "for  that 
would  be  against  the  law/8  but  let  them  be  made  slaves  oi,  and 
condemned  to  build  a  fortress  for  me,  which  shall  be  forever 
henceforth  the  capital  city  of  this  province."    Thereupon  Macha 
took  out  the  golden  broach  which  fastened  her  mantle  round  her 
Xieck,  and  with  it  she  measured  the  site  of  the  rath"  or  fortress, 
"vrhich  the  sons  of  Dithorba  were  to  be  compelled  to  build.    Em- 
iiain,*  then  the  rath  was  called  (as  if  Eomhuin),  for  "  eo"  {yd)  is 
^*.  name  for  a  broach  or  pin,  and  "  muin"  (mwin)  is  the  same  as 
*  i  braighe,"  (brawee)  i.  e.  the  neck ;  or  it  may  be  so  called  from 
Himhain  Macha,  the  wife  of  Cronn,  son  of  Adnaman,  who  was 
breed,  while  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  to  run  against  the  horses 


87  Tied  together.    O'Flahertv  rejects  above,  though  sanctioned  bv  Cormac's 

liia  extravagant  legend  altogether.  Ilis  Glossary,  is  nothing  more  tnan  one  of 

vords  are :  "  We  reject  as  fabulous  the  those  bardic  puns  already  noticed.    AH 

aptivity  of  the  sons  of  Dithorba,  and  that  can  be  deduced  from  it  is,  that  the 

liat  the  building  of  Emania  became  meaning  of  the  word  4<  Emhain"  had 

lie  ransom  of  their  liberty.    Kimbaeth  become  obsolete,  before  such  a  guess 

as  the  first  founder  of  Emania,  and  had   been  made.     In  Maprcoghegan's 

.as  the  first  who  resided  there." —  translation  of  the  Annals  of  Olonmac- 

^-tey£*a*  noise,  the  following  notice  of  Emhain 

*"  Against  the  law.    The  Brehon  law  occurs  :    "  In    the    same    (rath)    she 

*Xid  not  sanction  the  putting  of  crimi-  (Macha  and  the  kings  of  Ulster,  her 

x^als  to  death.  successors)  kept  their  palace  and  place 

9  The  rath.    The  name  of  this  rath  of  residence  for  the  space  of  855  years. 

is  now  corrupted  from  the  Irish  "An  It  was  built  450  before  the  birth  of 

Xfamhain"  (an  avwin),  to  Navau  Fort.  Christ,  and  was  razed  for  spite  of  the 

Xt  is  a  very  large  rath,  situated  about  Clanna  Rudraide  by  the  Three  Collas, 

"two  miles  to  the  west  of  Armagh.  sous  of  Eocaidh  Dublén,  who  was  son 

"Emhain.     The   derivation   given  of  Carbri  Láficar.'' 
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of  Concobar,  king  of  meter,  which  she  outran,  and  then  at  the 
goal  gave  birth  to  a  son  and  a  daughter.  She  gave  her  curse  to 
the  people  of  Ulster,  whence  it  came  to  pass  that  they  were  con- 
tinually afflicted  with  the  pains  of  labor,  during  nine  successive 
reigns,  namely,  from  the  time  of  Concobar  to  the  reign  of  Mai, 
son  of  Rochraide. 

RECTAIDH  RIGH-DERO,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3566."  Rectaidh  Righ-Dcrg,  son  of  Lugaidh  Laighdif 
son  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Olild  Finn,  son  of  Art,  son  of  Lugaidh 
Lamh-derg,  of  the  line  of  Ebcr,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for 
twenty  years.  He  was  called  Bectaidh  Righ-uerg  (Raghtai  Bee- 
yarg\  or  Rectaidh  of  the  Red  Arm,  because  his  upper  arm  was 
"red;"  and  it  was  Iugani  Mor  that  slew  him  in  revenge  for  his 
foster-mother,88  Macha  Mong-Ruddh. 

IUGANI  MOR,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3586.®  Iugani  Mor,  son  of  Eocaidh  Buadach,  son  of 
Duach  Laghrach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  ruled  Ireland  for  forty 
years  (or  for  thirty,  according  to  other  authorities).  lie  was 
called  Iugani  Mor,  or  Iugani  the  Great,  because  his  empire  was 
great,  for  he  had  reduced  all  the  western  isles  of  Europe  under 
his  sway.  lie  had  twenty-five  children,  twenty-two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  When  these  children  had  grown  up,  each  of 
them  had  his  own  distinct  retinue  of  followers.  And  when  they 
were  making  the  free-tour  of  Ireland,  it  was  their  wont,  that  wher- 
ever one  of  them  had  quartered  himself  on  any  particular  plaoe, 
another  should  quarter  himself  there  on  the  next;  and  thus, 
whithersoever  they  directed  their  march,  they  succeeded  one 
another  incessantly,  until  all  the  provisions  of  that  district  were 
consumed  by  themselves  and  their  followers.  When  the  men  of 
Eri  perceived  this,  they  went  to  make  their  complaint  to  King 

•*  A.  M.  4547. — Four  Matters,   The  and  love  tbcm  as  well  as  their  own  n> 

line  of  Ir,  i.  e.  the  race  of  Carbri,  son  tural  father." 

of  OUamhFodla,  had,  according  to  this  According  to  O'Flaherty,  Bectaidh 

authority,  now  ruled  Ireland  for  77  of  the  Red  Arm  invaded  Alba,  which 

years,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  races  country  he  subdued  by  the  aid  of  Fere 

of  Kber   and    Krimhon,    when    Rec-  and  I  both,  his  generals.    But,  be  adds 

taidh  wrested   the   sovereignty   from  that  the  Fere,  who  fought  under  king 

Macha.  Rectaidh,  must  not  be  mistaken  for 

"  Foster-Mother.    It  was  Kimbacth  Fergus,  son  of  Ere,  who  did  not  live 

and  Macha  that  had  fostered  Iugani  for  many  centuries  after.     Whoever 

Mor.    "  In  those  days."  Mageoghegan  that  Fere  was,  he  obtained  no  perm* 

tells  us, "  it  was  the  custom  to  bring  up  nent  dominion  in  Alba  nor  did  be  trana* 

noblemen '8    children    in  princes'  and  mit  any  possessions  therein  to  hit  pot* 

great  men's  houses,  and  rorever  after  terity. — See  Ogugia. 

they  would  call  them  their  fosterers  •  A.  M.  456 Í. — Ibur  MaMtn. 


■ 
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Itjgani;  and  it  was  mutually  agreed  with  him,  ihat  Intend 
should  be  divided  into  twenty  parts,  and  that  one  distinct  part 
of  these  should  be  given  to  each  of  his  children,  ami  that  none 
should  be  permitted  to  enter  upon  the  portion  of  the  other,  as 
the  bard  records  in  the  following  rann: 

"  Of  proud  and  august  lugani 
All  Banba  was  (lie  plenfcmu  dwelling — 
In  fivo-aod-lwenty  even  shares 
His  sons  apportiooed  Eri's  lands." 

Hero  follow  the  names  of  the  children  of  Iugani,  and  of  the 
portion  of  land  that  each  of  them  possessed ;  and  first  of  the 
sons: 

1.  Cobthacli  Cael-Breagh  had  his  portion  in  Breágb.  or 
Bregia.  2.  Cobthach  Murtbemni,  in  Murthcinni  (or  Loath V 
3.  Laegari  Lore,  in  Lifi  (by  the  river  Liffe).  4.  Fulni,  in  Febn 
(Magh  Fea,  in  Carlow).  5.  Nar,  in  Magh  riair.  6.  Raigbni,  in 
Magli  Raiglini  (in  Ossory),  7.  Nnrb,  in  Magh  Nairb.  M.  Kinga, 
in  Argedroa  (on  the  Nore).  9.  Tair,  in  Magh  Tarra.  10.  Triath, 
in,  Tretherni.  11.  Sen,  in  Luachair  (in  Kerry).  12.  Bard,  in 
Cluain-corca-Oicho  (in  UÍ  Fidgenti).  lii.  Fergus  Gnaei,  in  the 
land  of  the  (Southern)  Desies.  14.  Orb,  in  Aidni  (on  the  borders 
of  Clare  and  Galway}.  15.  Macn,  in  Mneu-Magh  (in  Galway). 
1G-  Sanb,  in  Magh  Aei  (in  Roscommon),  17.  Mai,"  in  Cliu  Mad 
(io  Coshlea,  county  of  Limerick).  18.  Eocaidh,  in  Seol-magh 
(now  the  barony  of  Clare,  in  Galway).  19.  Latham,  in  Latharna 
(tn.  Antrim).  20.  Marc,  in  Midhe  (or  Meath).  21.  Laegh,  in 
Iji-Xie  (in  Antrim).  22.  Corand,™  in  Coranu  (in  tíligo).  Here  fol- 
io ^w  the  three  daughters  and  their  shares:  1.  Ailbi,  in  Magh- 
A^ilbi  (in  Kildare).  2.  Faifi,"  in  Magh-Fcmen  (Ufa  and  Offa,  in 
T*i  jpprary),  and  3.  Muresg,  in  Magh-Marisgi. 

—And  it  was  according  to  this  division,  that  rents  and  duties 
«-«^-rrcpaid  to  every  king  that  reigned  in  Ireland,  for  ÚM  space  of 
tb»  *"W  hundred  year?.,  namely,  from  the  time  of  Iunaui  to  that  of 
tt*.^s  provincial  hits  or  Pentarcos  that  flourished  when  Eocaidh  Feid- 
l°«5ili  was  king  of  Ireland ;  as  the  bard  has  sung  in  the  following 

"  Three  hundred  well-marked  years  bad  passed, 
When  five  provincial  chiefs  arose, 
Who,  scorning  his  too  partial  rales, 
Between  them  share  lugani's  land." 

,-  -By  Eocaidh  Feidlech,  the  Fifths  or  provinces  of  Ireland  ware 
dx"V'ided  amongst  the  following  persons :  1,  the  province  of  Leinster 

^*  Mat,  otherwise,  Moredach  MaL  "    Faifi,     otherwise    called    Aeifl. 

CViir.rf,  called  Ofirbri  in  the  notes    Magh-Femhen    is  also  called  Magfc- 
lC*   the  Poor  Hasten.  Aeffl  (May  Eefie.) 
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he  gave  to  Rosa,  son  of  Fergus  Fargi;  the  two  province*  of  Mun- 
ster,  he  gave  to  Tighernach  Tedbermach  and  to  Degaidh ;  the 
province  of  Connaglit  he  gave  to  three  persons,  namely,  to  Fidach 
son  of  Fiaeli,  to  Eocaidh  Alat  and  to  Tinni  son  of  Curaidh. 
Nevertheless,  the  division  made  amongst  the  children  of  Iugani 
held  good  until  all  his  sons  had  died  out,  without  posterity,  with 
tlie  exception  of  two,  namely,  Cobthach  Cael-Breagh  and 
Laegari  Lore,  from  whom  two  are  descended  all  that  now  exist 
of  the  race  of  Eriinhón. 

Iujjani  Mor  was  slain  by  his  own  brother,  namely,  by  Bad- 
bchadh  (fíuivgha),  son  of  Eocaidh  Buadach,  in  Telíach-an-Cos- 
gair.CT  But  the  fratricide  enjoyed  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  but 
one  day  and  a  half,  when  Laegari  Lore  slew  him  in  vengeance  for 
his  father. 

LAEOART  LORC,  ARD-RIGTI. 

A.  M.  3586"  Laegari®  Lore,  son  of  Iugani  Mot,  son  of  Eocaidh 
Buadach,  son  of  Duach  Laghrach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  reigned 
over  Ireland  for  two  years.  Kesair,  daughter  to  the  king  of 
France,  the  wife  of  Iugani  Mor,  waa  the  mother  of  this  king  and 
of  Cobthach  Cael-Breágh.    lie  was  called  Laegari  Lore,  because 

m   Tellach-an-Cosgair.      0 'Flaherty  injr  of  them  a  solemn  oath, by  all  things 

calls  the  place  where  Iugani  was  plain  visible  and  invisible,  not  to  accept  of» 

Kill-Droicheat  on  the  banks  of  the  supreme  monarch  from  any  other  line. 

Boyne.    The  Four  Masters  record  his  For  the  Pentarchal  government,  this 

death  at  A.  M.  4G0G,  "  after  he  had  monarch  substituted  a  division  of  tot 

been  fully  forty  year?  king  of  Ireland,  kingdom  into  twenty-five  districts,  or 

and  of  the  whole  of  the  west  of  Europe,  dynasties  ;  thus  ridding  himself  of  the 

as  far  as  the  Muir  Toirrian  (the  Tyrr-  rivalry  of  provincial  royalty,  and  at 

hian,  according  to  others,  the  Mediter-  the  same  time  widening  the  bask  of 

ranian  sea).     It  was  this  Iugani  that  the  monarchial  or  rather  the  aristo- 

exacted  oaths,  by  all    the   elements,  cratical  power.  The  abjuration  of  their 

visible  and  invisible,  from  the  men  of  right  of  succession,  which  had  been  ex* 

Ireland  in    general,  that  they  would  torted  from  the  minor  kings,  warn,  as 

never  contend  for  the  sovereignty  of  might  be  expected,  revoked  on  the  first 

Inland  with  his  children  or  his  race.*'  opportunity  that  offered  ;  but  the  sys- 

"  Though  the  building  of  the  royal  pal-  tern  of  government  established  in  pace 

ace  of  Kmaiiia."  suvs  Moore,  in  his  1  lis-  of  the  Pcntarchv  was  continued  down 

tory  of  Ireland,  "  was  assumed  as  a  nearly  to  the  commencement  of  our 

technical  epoch  by  chrouologera,  the  era;  when,  under  the  monarch  Achy 

accession  of  Hugonv  the  Great  (Iugani  Feidloch  (Eocaidh  Fedlech),  it  was  re- 

Mor)  as  he  was  calfed,  proved,  in  a  po-  scinded  and  the  ancient  form  restored." 

litical  point  of  view,  an  era  still  more  By  some,  Iugani  is  supposed  not  to  have 

remarkable ;  as.  by  his  influence  with  altered  the  old  division  of  the  country, 

the  assembled  States  at  Tara,  he  sue-  but  to  have  subdivided  each  "fifth" 

cecded  in  anulling  the  Penturchy  ;  and  into  five  minor  districts, 

moreover,  prevailed  on  the  four  (five)  *  A.  M.  4C08. — Four  Matter», 

provincial    kings  to   surrender  their  *  Laegari  IX,  otherwise,  Laegbaire 

right  of  succession  to  his  family,  exact-  (Layerie). 
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the  word  "  lore"  means  the  same  thing  as  "  Finnghail"  (Jinneel) 
i.  e.  parricide  on  account  of  his  having  committed  a  parricide,  in 
murdering  Badbcadh,  son  of  Eocaidh  Buadach.    It  was  thence 
"**t  the  surname  Lore  got  attached  to  his  name.    It  was  by  his 
°^n  brother  Cobthach  Cael-m-Brcágh  that  Laegari  Lore  was 
slain  at  Dinn-righ  on  the  banks  of  the  Berba  (now  the  Barrow). 
Cobthach  was  pining  away,  through  envy  of  Laegari's  being  in 
P°ssession  of  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland ;  and  when  Laegari  had 
^eard  that  he  was  unwell,  he  came  to  visit  him  attended  by  an 
ar^Xed  guard.     When  Cobthach  saw  him,  he  said  that  it  was  a 
^^i  thing,  that  his  brother  should  always  be  so  suspicious  of  him, 
33    Hot  to  come  into  his  presence    unless  attenaed  by  armed 
me*x  "  Nevertheless,"  said  Laegari,  "  my  next  visit  shall  be  made 
u^^ttended  by  any  such  escort.     He,  thereupon,  bid  farewell  to 
k^lathach.    As  to  Cobthach,  he  advised  with  a  Druid,  who  dwelt 
W1  £  h  him,  as  to  how  he  should  contrive  to  murder  his  brother. 
"  ^Vhat  you  have  to  do,"  said  the  Druid,  "is  to  feign  yourself 
d^-cl,  and  to  get  into  a  litter,  as  if  really  so.   Then  let  Laegari  be 
^ív^rmed  thereof,  and  he  will  come  to  see  you  with  few  attend- 
ant^, and  upon  coming  into  the  place  where  you  lie,  he  will  lean 
ovror  your  body  in  lamenting  you.     Then  stab  him  in  the  abdo- 
m«n  with  your  dirk,  and,  thu*,  he  shall  be  slain  by  you.     When 
Cobthach  had  accomplished  the  murder  of  Laegari,  after  this 
nuvnner,  he  slew  also  Olild  Ani,  his  brother's  son,  and  then  after 
perpetrating  these  deeds,  he  recovered  his  health.     He  also  com- 
manded a  young  child,  the  son  of  Olild  Ani,  to  be  brought  into 
his   presence,  and  there  he  forced  him  to  eat  a  portion  of  the  heart 
of  Ixis  father  and  another  of  that  of  his  grandsire.     He  also  com- 
pelled him  to  swallow  a  mouse.     In  consequence  of  the  disgust 
t-hrtt  seized  the  child  at  such  usage,  he  lost  his  speech  altogether; 
wfct  *reupon  Cobthach  permitted  him  to  be  carried  away.70 

'This  child,  who  was  called  Maen,  then  went  to  Corca  Dubni,71 
^pere  he  dwelt  awhile  with  Scorriath,  the  king  of  that  country. 
l**«?nce  he  passed  to  France,78  with  nine  followers,  though  some 
^.^iquaries  say,  that  Armenia  was  the  country  to  which  he  went. 
|*ljs  followers  having  told  that  he  was  heir  to  the  kingdom  of 
"^land,  it  came  to  pass,  through  that,  that  the  French  king  made 

,,       Toe  Irish  annals  are  silent  about  represented,  would    have   spared   the 

?.  horrible  details  of  the  manner  in  child  s  life,  if  ever  he  had  him  in  his 

j^ich  Cobthach  murdered  his  brother  power. 

r^P^ari  Lore  and  his  nephew  Olild,  a3  7l  Corca  Dubni,  now  Corcaguiny,  in 

l*   as  about  his  disgusting  cruelty  Kerrv. 

_^a.Tds  Maen.    The  story  recorded  by  n  'France  is,  as  U3ual,  used  in  this 

.  ^ating  must,  then,  be  regarded  as  the  place  most  incorrectly  for  Gallia  or 

tt*^?1'011  or*  some  bard  hostile  to  the  Gaul.    There  was  yet  no  country  called 

Ul  Neill  race.    It  is  not  likely,  that  so  France. 
cniel  a  monster,  as  Cobthach  is  here 
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him  a  captain  over  his  household  guards ;  and  he  became  veiy 
successful  in  this  position;  insomuch  that  his  fame  and  glory 
were  loudly  spoken  of  in  Ireland,  and  for  that  reason,  many  of 
the  men  of  Ireland  followed  him  to  France,  and  remained  there 
with  him  for  a  long  time. 

COBTIIACH  CAEL  BREACH  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3618.78  Cobthach  Cael  Breágh,  son  of  Iugani  Mar,  son 
of  Eocaidh  Buadach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón  governed  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  for  thirty  years  (or  for  fifty  according  to  some 
people).  He  was  called  Cobthach  Cael-Breágh  from  a  severe  dis- 
temper that  preyed  upon  him  through  envy  of  hi3  brother  Lae- 
gari,  who  possessed  the  kingdom  before  him.  A  consumption 
had  come  upon  him,  so  that  all  his  flesh  and  blood  wasted  away, 
and  that  he  became  so  lean,  that  people  called  him  Cobthach,  toe 
slender,  or  thin,  i.  e.  "  cael."  Then  Magh-Breágh  (Afoy  Bra  ) 
was  tht»  name  of  the  place  where  he  lay  sick.  It  was  thence  that 
he  got  that  name  which  signifies  Cobthach  "the  lean  man  of 
Broagli."  This  Cobthach  was  killed  by  Labraidh  Loringaech 
(Liivroi  Lvengshagk),  son  of  Olild  Ani,  on  a  Christmas  eve  at 
Dinn-Iiicj;h.  He  slew  him  in  vengeance  for  his  father  and  his 
grandfather.    On  this  deed,  a  bard  has  left  the  following  verse : 

"  With  full  ranks  came  the  sailor  Labraidh 
And  slew  gaunt  Cobthach  at  Dinn-righ." 
Twas  from  his  sea-borne  Laignian  host 
That  fair  Lagenia  had  her  name." 

LABRAIDH  LOINGSECH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3648.w  Labraidh  Loingsech,  son  of  Olild  Ani,  son  of 
Laegnri  Lore,  son  of  Iugani  Mor  of  the  line  of  Erimhon, 
over  Ireland  for  eighteen  years,"  at  the  end  of  which  he 
slain  by  Melgi  Molbthach  (Melgui  Molfagh\  son  of  Cobthach 
Cael  Brcagh. 

The  manner  in  which  he  was  allured  to  return  to  Ireland  was 
this :  Morriath,  daughter  of  Scorriath,  king  of  the  territory  of 
Fer  More,  in  West-Munster,  had  conceived  a  violent  passion  for 
him,  which  was  inflamed  by  the  greatness  of  his  glory,  and  by 
the  fame  of  his  deeds.     This  lady  equipped  the  harper  Craftini, 

"  A.  M.  4609.— Four  Master*.    Cob-  "  Pikx-Righ.    He  was  slain  at  tUi 

thaoh  Cael  Kre&gh  reigned  fifty  years,  place  in  A.  31.  4658,  with  thirty  kbqgi 

according  to  the  authority  just  cited,  about  him. — See  Four  Master*. 

The  name  is  pronounced  "either  Coto-  u  A.  M.  4677. — Id. 

hagk  or  Cojfagh.    It  means  victori-  n  Eighteen  years.  The  Four 

ooi.  say  nineteen. 
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n.n  eminent  musician,  tbat  flourished  in  Ireland  at  tnat  time,  and 
•gent  him  to  France  after  her  lover,  furnishing  him  with  many 
'VaJuable  jewels  for  Maen  (i.  e,  Labraidh)  and  with  an  impassioned 
lay,  wherein  she  made  known  to  that  prince  the  strength  of  the 
love  which  she  bore  him. 

When  the  musician  had  arrived  in  France,  and  had  come  into 
the  presence  of  Maen,  he  played  an  enchanting,  fairy  strain  upon 
lis  harp,  and  to  it  he  sang  the  love-lay,  which  Morriath  had  com- 
posed for  her  hero.  Thereupon,  Maen  became  so  delighted  at 
■seeing  the  musician  Craftini,  tliat  ho  exclaimed,  that  both  the  Uy 
and  the  melody  were  sweet  to  his  ears.  When  hie  companions 
and  Craftini  had  heard  this,  they  prayed  the  king  of  France  to 
give  him  an  auxiliary  force,  in  order  that  he  might  recover  his 
own  land.  And  that  king  gave  him  a  sufficient  host,  to  wit,  two 
thousand  two  hundred  warriors,  and  ships  to  transport  them  to 
Ireland.  With  these  thev  set  out  upon  the  sea,  ana  nothing  fur- 
ther is  told  of  them,  untif  they  get  into  harbor  at  Loch -Garni  an  " 
(i-  e.  Wexford.)  Upon  landing  here,  they  were  told  tbat  Cob- 
thach was  then  at  Dinn-rigb,  attended  by  a  large  number  of  the 
Irish  nobles.  Having  heard  this,  Maen  marched  day  and  night 
■upon  Dinn-righ,  which  he  took  by  storm,  and  put  Cobthach  and 
the  nobles,  who  were  in  his  company,  to  the  sword."1 

A  Druid,  who  was  then  in  that  fortress,  demanded  who  had 
«lone  tbat  deed  of  slaughter.  "  The  Mariner,"  (i,  e.  an  loingseeh,) 
implied  a  man  without.  "  Does  that  mariner  speak  ?"  asked  the 
Druid.  He  does,  (i.  e.  labhraidb,  he  speaks,)  replied  the  other; 
ami  from  this  circumstance  the  phrase  "labhraidh  loiiigsecJi,"n 
(fovrai,  or  lowrai  leeiigshagh,)  which  means  "the  mariner  speaks," 
W  ever  since  been  attached  as  a  cognomen  to  Maen.     It  was  by 

Moure,  guessing  ot  the  meaning  of  and   that,  after  this,  King   Cobthach 

"™    u»me  Loch  Gorman,  [Wexford,)  was  invited  to  a  fcaat  by  his  (grand) 

J~**sh  is  property  Loch  g-Carman,  i.  e.  nephew,  Laegari,  and  there  was  treach- 

j*1  *-*lie  of  Carina,  has  translated  it  the  eronsJy  burnt,  with  thirty  Irish  princes, 

*"  &or  of  the   German»,   thus  leading  after  a  reign  of  levmteen  years. 
J°?   to  suppose  that  these  auxiliaries  of        ™  Labhraidh.     We  have  already  met 

{^*^***idh  were  Gennana  ;  bat,  as  from  this    word   need   as    a    proper  name 

**   ignorance  of  Irish  be  could  form  no  amongst  the  Gaels  j  and  there  is,  then, 

F&tgmcal  of  hia  own  upon  the  mean-  no  reason  to  suppose  for  it,  in  this  in* 

B5^*   «f  Irish  words,  this  Bnnnise  of  hia  stance,   the   absurd  derivation    above 

*J*  be  held  to  be  utterly  valueless.  given.     It  ia  exactly  of  the  same  forra- 

Thi!  manner  of  Cobtbach'a  death  is  ation  with  the  names  "eochaiiiA"  de- 

"""«■witly  told  in  the  Annals  of  Clon-  rived  from"ech,"a  hose;  FiachafdA 

J^^oise,  translated  by  Maheoghegan.  from  "  Fiach,"  o  raven,  LngbaiiM,  and 

"*?■  «late  that  Cobthach,  in  the  end,  several  others.     If  the  term  be  Irish, 

5°**?^  friendship  with  Labraidh,  whom  and  come  from  the  root  "  labhair,"  i.  e. 

*  «ad  long  kept  in  banishment,  and  ipealc  thou,  it  most  mean,  in  ita  primary 

™*  he  granted  the  province  of  Leins-  sense.  Vie  tpeater,  or  the  eloquent  man. 
to  Hm  and  to  his  heir»  foreier  j 
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this  Macn  that  those  broad  blue  lances,  called  "laighni,"- 
(loynie,)  were  first  made  in  Ireland — "  laighni,"  indeed,  means 
the  same  thing  as  "slegha,"  (shláhá,)  i.  e.  spears  or  lanc:s,  fur- 
nished with  broad  blue  heads  made  of  iron.  And  it  is  from 
these  broad-headed  lances,  that  the  people  of  the  principality  of 
Gralian  or  Galeon,  which  is  now  called  Laighen,  (Zoyen,)  or 
Lcinst-jr,  have  received  the  name  of  Laighnigh,  (Loynih)  or  La- 
genians. 

When  Labraidh  Loingscch  had  slain  Cobthach  Cael  Breach, 
and  had  established  himself  in  the  fall  possession  of  Ireland,  he 
went  in  company  with  the  harper,  Craftmi,  to  visit  Morriath,  his 
lady-loVc,wlio  had  sent  this  same  Craftini  after  him  to  France; 
and  he  married  her,  and  she  continued  his  queen  during  his 
whole  lifetime. 

The  reason  why  Maen,  who  is  called  Labraidh  Loingsech, 
went  to  France,  was  on  account  of  his  relationship  to  the  French 
king ;  for,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  daughter  of  a  king  of 
France  had  been  the  wife  of  íugani  Mor  andthe  mother  of  bis 
sons,  Lacgari  Lore  and  Cobthach  Gael  Breágh;  and  Labraidh 
Loingsech  was  the  grandson  of  Laegari  Lore;  and  it  was  through 
this  relationship  that  he  came  to  place  himself  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  French  monarch.  Another  reason  why  he  Detook 
himself  to  France,  rather  than  to  any  other  country,  was  because 
there  existed  a  special  league  of  amity  and  friendship  between 
the  Lagenians  and  the  French.  Each  of  the  provinces  of  Ire- 
land had  formed  a  similar  league  with  some  foreign  country. 
Thus  the  Ui  Ncill  were  allied  to  the  people  of  Alba,  (i.  e.  the 
Scotch ;)  the  Munstcrmen  to  the  Saxons ;  the  Ulstermen  to  the 
Spaniards ;  the  Connaughtmcn  to  the  Britons,  (i.  e.  the  Welsh ;) 
and  the  Lcinstermcn  to  the  French.  It  is  so  that  Scan  (John 
Mac  Torna  0  Mael-Conari,  Chief  Professor  and  Arch-Ollamh  of 
the  Ilistory  of  Ireland  tells  us,  in  the  following  verses: 

44  Friends  like  itself  each  tribe  has  found, 
Though  all  oar  clans  one  kindred  claim ; 
Thus  Niall's  race  loves  Alba's  heights, 
And  Minister  holds  the  Saxon  dear. 

"  And  Spain  is  loved  by  Uladh's  tribes. 
Now  scattered  wide  through  Eri's  lands ; 
In  Britons  Comment  finds  allies : 
To  France  Lagcnia  tarns  for  friends." 

From  these  friendly  relations  between  each  of  the  provinoes 

n  Lnighni.     Laighe,  {Love,)  which  a  diminutive  of  Slegh,  (SUah,)  is  fbe 

seems  to  be  the  root  of  Laighen,  is  still  name  of  a  sharp-edged,  spade-like,  and 

used  in  parts  of  Ireland,  as  the  name  of  rather  formidable  instrument,  used  by 

the  long  narrow  spade,  used  in  that  the  Irish  peasants  in  catting  peat  or 

country.  Sltghin,  (Slilaan,)  obviously  turf. 


\ 
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and  the  countries  just  mentioned,  there  sprung  up  a  certain  re- 
semblance of  manners  severally  "between  them,  which  had  arisen 
■from  their  alliances  and  mutual  affection. 

The  reader  must  now  he  made  aware,  that  all  the  true  Lageni- 
itns,  of  the  race  of  Erinihon,  are  the  descendants  of  this  La- 
braidh  Loiagsecb,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  clan  of 
O'NuaUaii),  (or  O'Nolan,)  which  is  descended  from  Cobthach 
Cael  Breagh.  The  following  are  the  principal  family  names 
amongst  the  Lageniana,  to  wit,  O'Connor  Falghi,  with  the 
branches  that  have  sprung  therf  from;  O'Cavanagh;  O'Toohill  (or 
Toole;)  O'Brinn  (or  Byrne;)  Mac  Gilla-Patriek  or  Fitzpatrick; 
O'Dunn  ;  O'Diinasaigh  (or  LYmpsy ;)  O'Dwyer ;  O'Ryan ;  and  all 
the  Septs  that  trace  their  origin  to  any  of  these  names.  The 
chief  part  of  the  Lcinster  clans  are  descended  from  Cathaeir 
Mor,  {(Sheer  iforr.)  However,  the  clan  of  Mac  Gilla-Patriek 
does  not  draw  its  origin  from  that  king;  for  the  race  of  Mac 
Gtlln-Patrick  branched  off  from  the  Lagenian  stock  at  Bresal 
Brec,  eon  of  Fiacaidh  Fobric,  the  fourteenth  ancestor  from 
Cathaeir  upwards.  This  Bresal  had  two  sons,  namely,  Lugaidh 
LMhfinu  and  Conla.  The  principality  of  Leinster  was  divided 
between  these  two,  and  what  lies  from  the  Barrow  eastwards 
fell  to  Lugaidh  and  to  his  posterity,  and  the  part  that  lies  west- 
»nrd,  from  the  Barrow  to  Slighc  Dala  {Shfa  Dawla)  fell  to 
Conla.  Of  these  sons,  and  of  this  division  made  between,  these 
driefe  we  find  the  following  testimony  in  the  duan  which  begins 
thus,  "  The  blessed  Story  of  the  Saints  of  Fál :" 

"  Lngsidh  má  Conla,  generous  hearts. 
Were  the  sons  of  mighty  Breeal  Brec ; 
From  Oonlft  of  wonode  the  Oaraida  came, 
And  of  lajghen,  Lngaidh  was  the  Biro." 

From  Lugaidh  descended  the  O'Dwyers  also,  who  had  branched 
off  from  the  stock  of  Cathaeir  Mor,  in  the  fifth  generation  be- 
foe  him.  Cathaeir  Mor  was  the  son  of  Feidlimidh  Firurglas, 
J00  of  Cormac  Gelta-gaeth,  son  of  Niacorb,  son  of  Cucorb.  Car- 
™  Cluthecar,  from  whom  the  O'Dwyers  are  sprung,  was  the  son 
°*  Cucorb,  the  last  named  of  these.  Again,  it  was  from  Nathi, 
f?11  of  Crimtbann,  son  of  Enna  Keunselach,  the  seventh  genera- 
"°o  from  Cathaeir  downwards,  that  the  O'Byans  sprang. 
Cobthach  Cael  Breagh  was  the  other  son  of  Iugani  Mor,  who 
tn  P10?011?  a^er  ^m*  ^rom  him  are  descended  all  the  race. 
*  Coun,  both  those  tribes  that  draw  their  origin  from  Fiacaidh 
Stsothini  and  Eocaidh  Doimlén,  and  every  other  kindred  branch 
?'  'he  posterity  of  Conn,  as  we  shall  hereafter  set  down  in  giv- 
ing  the  genealogy  of  the  sons  of  Miledh. 
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81  It  is  related  of  Labraidh  Loinsech,  that  his  ears  were  shaped 
like  those  of  a  horse ;  on  which  account  every  person  that  cat 
his  hair  was  instantly  put  to  death,  in  order  that  neither  he  nor 
anybody  else  alive  should  be  cognizant  of  that  blemish.  It  was 
the  habit  of  this  king  to  get  his  hair  cut  once  every  year;  that  is, 
he  was  wont  to  get  all  the  hair  that  had  grown  below  his  can 
clipped  off.  Lots  were  cast,  in  order  to  determine  the  person 
who  should  perform  this  service,  because  the  person  upon  whom 
that  fell  was  put  to  death.  The  lot  once  fell  upon  the  only  son 
of  an  aged  widow  that  dwelt  near  the  king's  residence.  She,  upon 
hearing  thereof,  instantly  betook  herself  to  the  king's  presence, 
and  besought  him  not  to  put  her  only  son  to  death,  as  he  was 
the  only  child  she  had.  The  king  then  promised  to  spare  her 
son  provided  he  would  keep  secret  whatever  he  might  see,  and 
would  never  disclose  it  to  any  one  until  the  hour  of  his  death. 
After  this,  when  the  youth  had  cut  the  king's  hair,  the  burden  of 
that  secret  so  operated  upon  his  mind  and  body,  that  he  had  to  lie 
down  on  the  bed  of  sickness,  and  no  medicine  could  have  any 
salutary  effect  on  him.  When  he  had  been  thus  wasting  away  for 
a  long  time,  a  certain  learned  Druid  came  to  see  him,  and  tola  his 
mother  that  the  burden  of  a  secret,  was  the  cause  of  her  son's  dis» 
ease,  and  that  he  could  never  recover  until  he  had  told  it  to  some- 
thing, lie  then  told  the  patient,  that,  though  he  was  bound  not 
to  discover  the  secret  to  any  human  being,  he  might  nevertheless 
go  to  the  meeting  of  four  roads,  and,  when  there,  turn  to  his 
right  and  address  the  first  tree  he  met,  and  tell  his  story  to  it  The 
first  tree  he  did  meet  with  was  a  large  willow,  and  to  it  he  declared 
his  secret.  Upon  this,  the  disease,  brought  on  by  brooding  over 
his  burdensome  secret^  was  immediately  dissipated,  and  he  was 
perfectly  well  on  his  return  to  his  mother's  hoiLsc.     But  it  hap- 

f>ened  soon  after,  that  Craflini  broke  his  harp  and  had  to  go  to 
ook  for  materials  for  another.  He  chanced  to  hit  upon  the  very 
tree  to  which  the  widow's  son  had  told  his  secret,  and  from  it  he 
made  him  a  harp.  But  when  this  harp  was  finished  and  put  in 
order,  and  when  Craftini  commenced  to  play  thereupon,  it  gave 
forth  sounds  which  caused  all  that  heard  to  think  that  it  uttered 
the  words  "  di  o  fill  for  Labraidh  Lorc,"a  which  mean,  Labrcndk 
Úit  Mariner  has  the.  cars  of  a  horse;  and,  however  often  the  haxp 
was  played  upon,  it  gave  forth  the  same  sound?.  Now,  when  toe 

"  This  story  resembles  that  told  of  line  of  obsolete  Gaelic  docs  not  adout 

Midu*,  an  ancient  king1  of  Phrygia,  of  the  meaning  given  to  it  in  the  fablt 

which  fable  some  explain  by  supposing  above  related.    It  means,  "  Labraidm, 

that  he  kept  a  number  of  informers  to  the  murderer,  has  two  e  r$;n  that  ÍS,  If 

report    to   him    any  seditions   words  the  antiquated  word  "on  mean  an  ear,  i* 

spoken  against  him  by  his  subjects.  this  instance. 

u  Da  o  fill  for  Labraidh  Lore  This 
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king  heard  of  this,  lie  repented  him  of  the  numbers  he  had  put 
to  death,  in  order  to  conceal  his  deformity,  and  he  forthwith  ex- 
posed his  ears  to  his  household,  and  never  afterwards  concealed 
them.  However,  I  consider  this  tale  about  him  in  the  light  of  a 
romantic  fable,  rather  than  as  true  history. 

MELGI   MOLBTHACH,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  8666»  Melgi  Molbthach  *  son  of  Cobthach  Cael 
Breigh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 
land, and  held  it  for  seventeen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  was 
dam  by  Mogh-Corb,  son  of  Cobthach  Caemh. 

MOGH-CORB,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3673*  Mogh-Corb  *  son  of  Cobthach  Caemh,  son  of 
Bectaidh  Righ-dérg,  son  of  Lugaidh  Laighdi  of  the  line  of  Eber, 
wW  Ireland  for  seven  jears.  He  was  called  Mogh-Corb  for  the 
following  reason :  As  his  son  was  one  day  driving  in  his  chariot, 
rtchmoed  to  break  down,  and  Mogh-Corb  set  it  in  order  wain. 
ftoni  having  done  this  service  for  his  son,  whose  name  was  Corb, 
he  received  the  name  of  Mogh-Corb.    He  fell  by  Aengus  Ollamh. 

AENGUS   OLLAMH,  ARD-RIGH. 

L  M.  8680.87  Aengus?8  Ollamh,  son  of  Olild  Bracan,  son  of 
labraidh  Loingsech,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  reigned  over  Ire- 
land for  eighteen  years,  and  then  fell  by  the  hands  of  Iarann 
GlecMathach. 

IARANN    GLEO-FATHACH    ARD-RIGII. 

A-  M.  3698  *  Iarann  Gleo-fathach»  son  of  Melgi-Molbthach, 
m  of  Cobthach  Cael  Breagh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the 

„  ^M.  4678. — Four  Masters.  latter  meaning,  i.  e.  CorVs  servant  or 

Me!gi  Molbtkach     (Melgic    Mol-  "  slave ,"  but  then  chariot  is  one  of  the 

W)  i.e.  Melgi  the  Praise-worthy  or  meanings  of  "  Corb,"  so  "  Mogh-Corb" 

p^ble.    From  this  Melgi  is  called  may  mean  Hue  chariot-man  or  cJiarioteer, 

r^  Melgi,  now    Lough  Melvin,  a  as  "  Fer-Corb,"  his  son's  name,  most 

^tifol  lake  on  the  confines  of  Fer-  probably  does  also.  "  Modh"  or  "  Mo," 

D1*la&  Leitrim,  and  Donegal. — O'D.  which  is  pronounced  in  the  same  man- 

a  A-M.  4695. — Four  Masters.  ner,  means  respect,  esteem,  honor,  mode, 

A.  H. — Mogh-Cirb,    otherwise  &c. 

J^Corb  (Mow  or  Mo-Corb).  Mogh  "  A.  M.  4702.— Four  Masters. 

33  not  unusual  as  a  proper   name  M  Aengus  II.    Styled  Ollamh,  i.  e. 

*DiOQg  t^  clans  of  Eber.    The  deriva-  the  Sage  or  Doctor. 

IS  al)ove  £iven  for  tne  ^mQ  is  8lllv  *  -A-  M-  4"20.— Four  Masters. 

2J  ^rd.    "  Mogh  "    or  '•  Mo  "  is  w  lirann  Gleo-fattiach,  (Eeran  Gleo 

T<*  to  mean  a  man9  a  workman,  and  a  fawhigh,)  i.  e.  Iarann  the  purely  toise, 

Vt   Keating  seems  to  give  it  the  or  (if  "  gleo "  mean  battU,  and  not 

17 
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sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seven  years.  He-  was  called  Iarann 
Gleó-fathach,  because  he  'was  learned  and  wise.  In  the  end  he 
fell  by  Fer-Corb. 

FER-CORB,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3705.w  Fer-Corb,  son  of  Mogh-Corb,  son  of  Cobthaeh 
Cacmh,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  ascended  the  throne  of  Ireland  and 
reigned  for  eleven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  fell  by  Connla. 

CONNLA  CRUAIDH-KELGACH,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3716»  Connla  Cruaidh-kelgach  »  son  of  Iarann  Gleó- 
fathach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  reigned  over  Ireland  for  four 
years,  and  then  died  at  Temhair. 

OLILD  CAS-FIACLACH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3720.*  Olild*  Cas-fiaclach,  (i.  e.  of  the  Bent  Teeth,)  mm 
of  Connla  Cruaidh-kelgach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  succeeded 
to  the  sovereignty,  ana  reigned  over  Ireland  for  twenty-five 
years.    lie  fell  by  Adamar  Folt-caein. 

ADAMAR,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3745*  Adamar  Folt-caein,17  son  of  Fer-Corb.  son  of 
Mogh-Corb,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
for  five  years,  and  then  fell  by  Eocaidh  Folt-lethan. 

EOCAIDn  FOLT-LETHAN,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3750  *  Eocaidh»  Folt-lethan,  son  of  Olild  Cas-fiaclach, 
son  of  Connla  Cruaidh-kelgach,  of   the  line  of  Erimhon! 


pure  or  clear  in  this  instance)  the  skilful  i.  e.  Connla,  the  Comely.    Hie 

or  knowing  in  the  fight.    Some  write  Masters  give  Connla  a  reign  of  twenty 

the  name  larann-gleo  Fathach,  which  years. 

Dr.  0" Donovan  translates  Iron-fight,  M  A.  M.  4758. — Four  MasUrt. 

the  cautious.    This,  however,  ho  does  M  Olild  II.    CaJs-fhiackeh  k  pto- 

not  sanction,  saying  that  the  Leabhar  nounced  Cashrtddagh. 

Gabhila  and  the  best  copies  of  Keat-  M  A.  M.  4783. — Four  MasUn* 

ing  have  Ircreo  {eereruo)  as  this  king's  *  Folt-caein ,  or  rather  Folt-dbMfa, 

name.    The  editor's  MSS.  have  it  as  (folt-keen,)  i.  e.  of  the  fine  or  bewrtlM 

given  in  the  text,  to  which  lie  sees  no  hair. 

objection.    Ilalliday  calls  him  Ircreo  *  A.  M.  4788. — Four  Master», 

Patiiach,  i.  c.  Ircreo  the  Wise.  "  Kocaidii  IX    Folt-lethan,  (#b*- 

91  A.  M.  4727.— Four  Masters.  lúhun,)  the  epithet  applied  to  tafekmt, 

M  A.  M.  4738.  means  the  broid,  or  rather  butkf  hmirm. 

*     Cruaidh  -  kelgach,     otherwise  Some  call  bim  "  ailtrlethan,"  L  6.  tfct 

Cruaidh -  chclgach,     (Crooi-kelgagh)  broad-jointed,  which  is  a 

means  the  hardy  and  treacherous.    He  priatc  compound. 

was  also  called  Connla  Caemh,  (kaiv,) 
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^*J*fced  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for  eleven  years,1 
*^n  he  was  slain  by  Fergus  Fortamhail. 


FERGUS  FORTAMHAIL,   ARD-RIGH. 

-A.  M.  8Y61.1  Fergus?  Fortamhail,  son  of  Bresal  Breogamhain, 
j  **  of  Aengus  Galini,  son  of  Olild  Bracaen,  son  of  Labraidh 
T^iiigsech,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  reigned  for 
j^elve  years.  He  was  called  Fergus  Fortamhail,  (fortooil  or 
~r*  ortavurity  i.  e.  Fergus  the  Intrepid,  because  he  was  a  heroic, 
^*ong,  and  resolute  man.  He  was  slain  by  Aengus  Tuirmech, 
^ÍTemhair,  (or  Tara.) 

AENGUS  TUIRMECH,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3773.*  Aengus  Tuirmech,4  son  of  Eocaidh  Folt-lethan, 
^on  of  Olild  Cas-fiaclach,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for 
thirty  years,  (or  for  sixty  according  to  others.)  He  was  called 
-Aengus  Tuirmech,  i.  e.  Aengus  the  Shameful,  on  account  of  the 
^hame  he  felt  at  having  had  a  son  born  to  him  by  his  own 
daughter,  whom  he  had  violated  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 
*That  son  was  Fiacaidh  Fer-mara,6   (i.  e.  Fiacaidh,  the  Man  of  the 

m  Eleven  years.  Seventeen  years. —  upon  it  by  some  bardic  punster,  hostile 
^Íbur  Masters.  to  the  line  of  Erimhón,  and  who  probft- 
1  A.  M.  4805. — Id.  bly  invented  the  scandalous  and  calum- 
9  Fergus    I.  —  Fortamhail,     this  nious  tale,  here  recited,  for  the  purpose 
prince's  surname  seems  cognate  with  of  depreciating  that  line.    All  the  def- 
ine Latin  u  fortis,"  and  Irish  "  foirtil."  ivations  given  by  our  author  (on  the 
fte    is     elsewhere     called     Fortriun,  the  authority,  it  would  seem,  or  Mun- 
^Foririoon)  i.e.  the  very  powerful,  a  ster  story-tellers)  in  support  of  the  idle 
"%vord  derived  from  "  tren"  or  "  triun,"  fables,  with  too  many  ot  which  he  has 
strong  by  prefixing  the  intensitive  par-  disfigured    his    narrative,    fortunately 
^icle  "for."    The   Four  Masters  give  carry  their  own  refutation  with  them. 
\i\xn  a  reign  of  eleven  years.  They  are  most  of  them  utterly  hostile 

*  A.  M.  4816. — Four  Masters.  to  the  genius  of   the  Gaelic  tongue. 

*  Abxous  III.  "  He  was  called  The  verb  u  tnirmigh,"  the  passive  form 
-Aengus  Tuirmheach,"  say  the  Annals  of  which  is  "  turmightear,"  or  "  tuir- 
I^ast  cited,  "  because  to  hira  arc  traced  midbtcar,"  is  formed  regularly  from  the 
^i.  c.  tui'midthear)  the  nobility  of  the  adjective  "tuirmheach,"  in  the  same 
*"*ace  of  Erimhon."  Dr.  O'Connor  tells  manner  as  "  bailigh,"  gather  thout  is 
Xms  that  the  word  "  tuirmheach  "  means  formed  upon  *•  bailcach,"  tidy  or  col- 
jprol'fic,  O'Flaherty,  also,  quotes  the  lecled,  and  innumerable  other  derivative 
^ÍV>ilowing  ancient  Irish  lines  in  support  verbs,  which  are  similarly  formed 
*^*f  this  meaning:  lodlum  is  cuige  from  adjectives  in  "  aeh,"  and  which 
t*irmidhtear  Letn  Cuinn,  Fir  Alban,  may  be  formed  therefrom  ad  libitum,  aa 
-f^Halriada    a%us     Daihffiatach,    i.    e.  every  Irish  scholar  understands. 

**  For  to  him  are  traced  the  men  of  *  Fiacaidh  Fcr-Mara.     The  Annals 

i-<eth  Cuinn,  the  men  of  Alba,  the  Dal-  of  Clonmacnoisc  make  no  allusion  to 

^rfciada,  and    the   Dal-Fiatach."     'I  he  Fiachaidh    Fearmara's,  (Fecagha  Far- 

^^neaoing  given  by  Keating  to  the  word  marra,)  bein"  an  incestuous  offspring, 

**  tuirmheach"  is  obviously  one  forced  but  speak  oi  Enos  Twyrmcach  (i.  e. 
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Sea,)  because  he  bad  been  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  sea  in  a 
small  boat,  with  many  valuable  jewels  around  him,  as  became 
the  son  of  a  prince.  He  was  met  by  fishermen,  who  brought 
him  ashore  and  put  him  to  nurse.  Acngus  Tuirmech  had  like- 
wise a  legitimate  son,  named  Enna  Aighnech,  and  from  him  all 
the  posterity  of  Conn  are  descended.  Aengus  was  slain  at  Tem- 
hair,  and  hence  he  is  called  Aengus  Tuirmech,  of  Temhair. 

CONALL  COLLAMRACH,   AHD-BIGH. 

A.  M.  S803.6  Conall7  Collamrach,  son  of  Edirsgeol  of  Tem- 
hair, son  of  Eocaidh  Folt-lethan,  son  of  Olild  Cas-fiaclach,  of  the 
line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  monarchy  of  Ireland  for  five  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  he  was  slain  by  Niadh  Segamhain. 

NIADH  SEGAMHAIN,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3808.8  Niadh  Segamhain^  eon  of  Adamar  Folt-caein, 
son  of  Fer-Corb,  son  of  Mogh-Corb,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the 
sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seven  years.  He  acquired  the  name 
of  Segamhain  (or  Sedhamhain)  from  his  having  possessed  greater 
wealth  than  any  one  else;  for  "  Seghamhain  (Shaavwin)  is  the 
same  as  " Scch-mhaeinech,"  (Shagh-vueenágh,)  and  means  "sur- 
passing in  wealth :"  for  during  his  time  the  wild  does  were  wont 
to  come  and  kindly  yield  their  milk  for  him,  like  any  common 

Aengus  Tuirmech)  and  his  two  sons  as  by  itself,  mean  wealthy,  as  it  is  ran» 
follows :  larly  formed  from  "  segh**  or  "seagn," 
"  finos  succeeded,  and  was  a  very  iShaah,)  worth,  esteem,  Ac  M  Seagm- 
good  king.  lie  left  two  goodly  and  aha,"  {Shaagha,)  L  e.  estimable,  6*ssv 
noble  sons,  Enna  Ayneogh  (Aighnech)  Uful,  stately,  splendid,  or  rich,  has  much 
and  Fiagha  Ferwara.  I  he  most  part  the  same  meaning  as  that  given  above) 
of  the  kings  of  Ireland  descended  of  his  to  "seghamhain  ;"  and  as  "amhain,"  the 
son  Kirna,  and  the  kings  of  Scotland,  latter  part  of  the  word,  is  a  very  con- 
fer the  most  part,  descended  of  Fiagha,  mon  suffix  in  Gaelic,  it  is  silly  and  lar- 
so  as  the  great  houses  of  both  king-  fetched  to  suppose  it  compounded  of 
doras  derive  their  pedigrees  from  them.  "  Sech"  or  "  beach/'  (the  Latin  StcusJ 
He  was  of  the  sept  of  Heremon,  and  "  maeinech,"  wealthy.  The  wont 
(Erimhon,)  and  reigned  thirty-two  "segh"  means  a  <foe,  and  alsoatnAfox, 
years,  (the  Four  Masters  say  Bixty,)  a  cow,  and  even  milk ;  hence,  probeblr, 
and  then  dieil  quietly  in  his  bed  at  to  fable  of  the  milking  of  does.  As 
Taragh." — O' Donovan's  Notes  to  the  "  dh  '*  and  "  gh  "  are  pronounced  abso» 
Four  Masters.  lutely  alike  in  modern  Irish*  and  an  u> 

*  A.  M.  4876. — Four  Masters.  discrimiuately  substituted  the  one  lor 
7  Conall  I. — Collamrach,  or  Col-  the  other,  it  is  not  easv  to  tell  the  ex- 

lamhrach,  (Collowragh,  or  Collavrogh).  act  radical  to  be  used  in  this  and  sunt» 

This  Biirname  of  Conall.  is  translated  lar  instances.    The  Four  Masters  ie> 

Columnaris,  i.  c.  pillar-like,  by  O'Fla-  cord  the  story  of  the  does  thus :  M II 

hcrty.  was  in   the  time  of  King  Nla  8esV 

*  A.  M.  4881. — Four  Misters,  hamain,  that  cows  and  does  were  aJDot 

*  Segamhain,  or  Seghamhain,  would,  milked." 
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cww  whatsoever.  This  had  been  brought  about  by  the  magiu 
.powers  of  his  mother,  whoas  name  was  Flidais,  (Fitxufi.)  This 
prince  fell  by  Enna  Aigbnech. 


ENNA   AIGHNECTT,   ARD-RKill. 


A..M.  3S1Ó.10  Emm  Aigbnech,11  son  of  Aengus  Tuirmccb,  of 
■Terrxhatr,  son  of  Eocaidli  Foil- If  than,  of  the  line  of  Erimnou, 
i"uIod  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  twenty-eight  years,  lie  got 
the  name  of  Enna  Aigbneeh,  from  his  hospitality  and  his  boun- 
u^^  ;  for  "aigbnech"  (qwnajij  is  the  same  us  "ogh,"  (o)  entireor 
Puffed,  and  oinech  (tnnayh)  liberal  or  hospitable.  Thus  Enna 
■*-1S^Jaech  means  "Enna  the  All-bounteous  ;"  for  he  gave  away 
~  — -Tilling  that  came  into  his  hands.     He  fell  by  CrÍmthatin  Cos- 


ever 
grass 


CntMTDANN   COSORACIJ,    ARD-RIGII. 


\ 


-A..  M.  8843.11  Grimthanu"  Cosgraeb,  son  of  hcÍJlÍmíd 
^ortriun,  son  of  Fergus  Fortamhafl,  son  of  Breaal  Brec,  of  the 
"****  of  Erimhón,  assumed  the  sovereignly  of  Ireland  and  reigned 
?PVeo  years."  He  was  called  Crimttiunn  Cosprach,  (i.  e.  Crim- 
t^*111  Vanquisher,)  from  lb;  tnany  victories  he  gained  in  all 
•be  battles  and  combats  in  which  he  had  lieen  engaged,  until  he 
feW  byjiudraidc.  B^' 

BUDRAIDE   KOR,  ARB-RIOH. 

A.  if.  3850."  Itudraide."  son  of  Silhrighe,  son  of  Dubh,  son 

*^oghmor,  sou  of  Argedmar,  son  of  Siorlamh,  son  of  Finn,  son 

°*  «rtflia,  son  of  Labraidh,  son  of  Carbri,  son  of  Ollamh  Fodla, 

nt   the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  MÍledb,  reigned  over  Ireland  for  thirty 

Years,  (or  for  seventy"  as  others  relate.)   He  died  at  Arged-glenn. 

]*  A.M.  4888— Four  J/nf-rj.  Masters 

"l.vvj   III. — Tin.'  il..-riv;ii.i.in  given  azree  wii 

e  piiiili.it  Aurhniich  luoica  sujpi-  till  us,  "  that,  after  having  been  seventy 

The  Four  Muster*  mt  that  he  yaars  in  the  sovereignty  of  Irclant,  he 

oVr!'"1*  Iiv.'ii'v^i'ilii  v"i'--  ;  >'i  ■  Annals  died  at  Ar^ed-glenn,   (i.  e.  the  Silver- 

ji'^irmacnoisc  allow  bim  hut  ten.  glen,    situated   in  the  modern  barony 

„   A..  M.  4303.  —  Fj"    .*/  ■■>  -J.  of   Farney,    county   Fermanagh.)     It 

_.  QitnrTii,L3w  I.    Tb»  m^.l-nand  wasby  this  Rudraide  that  the  following 

,,  !'lr»lcl  fniii  ..I' Pi     ■  . 'i    ;    i  '-iomh-  battles  were  won  throughout  Ireland: 

.Í11 ■  (CV,/:„„(l.     !■  tmatafiz.  The  battle  of  CnirchJ,  (In  Kerrycur- 

ifle-f      ■"'"'i'l'1'     l'*"'!r  v.mm  uccord-  rihy,  county  Cwk  ;)  the  battle  of  Lua- 

^jj™  the  Poor  Masters.  .  chair,   (in    Kerry  ;>    seven    battles  in 

„  *.  M.  4912.— Four  Mtsle-s.  Cliu,  (Cliu-Miil,  a  district  in   Coshlea, 

;.      ^DDttHDB  I.     This  kinr's   nam?  county  Lim3rick;i  the  battle  of  Gleo- 

(H^Wed  Baihraldhi  Mae  BUhriiha,  aranwb.íff.'oiiowflagi.nowaianwortt, 

'•'^e- Mac  Sheekree.)  in  modern  Irish,  county   Cork;)  the   battle  d   S^abh 

Seventy.    The  Annals  of  the  Four  Mis,  (in  Kery ;)  the  battle  of  Boirinn, 
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INNADMAR,  ARD-RIGH. 

■ 

A.  M.  8880."  Innadmar,  sou  of  Niadh  Segamhain,  son  of 
Adamar  Folt-caein,  of  the  line  of  Ebcr,  reigued  over  Ireland 
three  years,"  and  then  fell  by  Bresal  Bo-dibadh. 

BRESAL  BO-DIBADH,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3883."  Bresal  Bo-dibadh,11  son  of  Rudraide,  son  of 
Sithrighc,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Milcdh,  enjoyed  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland  for  eleven  years,  until  he  fell  by  Lugaidh  Luaigm. 

LUGAIDH  LUAIGNI,  ARD-BIGIL 

A.  M.  8894*  Lugaidh23  Luaigui,  son  of  Innadmar,  son  of 
Niadh  Segamhaim,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland  for  five  years,  until  he  fell  by  Congal  Claringnech. 

CONGAL  CLARINGNECH  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  8899.*  Congal*  Claringnech,  son  of  Rudraide,  son 
of  Sithrighe,  son  of  Dubh,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  ruled 
Ireland  for  fifteen  years,  and  then  fell  by  Duach  Dalta  Degaidh. 

DUACH  DALTA  DEGAIDn,    ARD-RIGH, 

A.  M.  3914.*  Duach*7  Dalta  Degaidh  son  of  Carbri  or  Ros- 
g-lethan,  son  of  Lugaidh  Lurigni,  son  of  Innadmar,  son  of  Niadh 

(now  Burrin  in  Clare  ;)  the  battle  of  M  A.  M.  5002.— Four  Master*. 

Ren,  (in  'Leitrim  ;)  the  battle  of  Ai,  "  Lcoaidh  IV.    Logaidh  Laa%W 

(Magh-Aci    is   in  Roscommon;)    the  (Looee    Looitve)    reigned    for   fifteen 

battle  of  Cuil  Scllinni,  (now  Kilcoolcy,  years.— Id. 

in  the  county  and  barony  of  Roscom-  ,4   A.  M.  5017. — Four  Matters. 

mou;)  the  two  battles  of  Fortrasg,  M  Congal  I.    Thb  king's  surname  is 

(which  is  now  unknown.")    The  Clan-  otherwise  written  "  Claroineach,"  i.  e. 

na  Rudraide,  {Clanna  Rooree,)  or  clans  of  the  Flat  or  Broad  Face,    "  Claring- 

of  Rudraide,  and  the  most  famous  of  nech"  means,  of  the   Brood  or   Flat 

the  Red  Brunch  Knights  were  descend-  Nails.    "  He  did  many  notable  acta 

ante  of  this  Rudraide  Mor.    O'llallo-  of  chivalry,  as  there  are  volumes  of 

ran  says  that  he  aided  Masainissa  in  his  history  written  of  his  hardiness  and 

wars  against  the  Romans.  manhood."  —  Annals  of  Clonmacmoise. 

18  A.  M.  4D82.— Four  Misters.  Congal  was  the  grandsire  of  NacM, 

19  Tir*  years.  lie  reiiruod  for  nine  An nli,  and  Ardan,  the  three  sons  of 
years,  according  to  the  Four  Masters  Usnach,  whose  tragic  fate  Is  related 
and  other  authorities  further  on. 

»  A.  M.  4001.— Four  Muter*.  «A.  M.  5032.— Four  Masters. 

"  lM>b:ul\,  Brosal  or  Brea^al  Bo-  "    Duacii    III.     Snrnamed   Dah» 

dhiobha-lh.  (Bras*  il  H<>yficv<i^  received  Dc^haidh,  (Dya  or  Daa,)  i.  e.  the  Fob» 

hi*  name  from  a  murrain  or  cow-plague  terling  of  Degaidh. 
that  devastated  Ireland  during  his  reign. 
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Segamlinia,  0f  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  Ibr 
tea  years.  The  reason  why  lie  was  called  Duach  Daltu  Deaaidh 
if*3  the  following;  Ciirbri  Losg-lethan  had  two  sons;  Duach  and 
Degaidh  were  their  names.  There  was  a  rivalry  between  them,  ai 
10  *hicli  of  them  should  be  king  of  Ireland;  for  the  j  mntm 
qualified,  to  be  candidates  for  the  royalty  in  mien,  person,  achieve- 
ment^ ami  valor.  But  Degaidh,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the 
two,  sought  to  supplant  Duach,  his  elder.  When  Duaoli  lind  m>- 
tj**d  tins,  he  sent  a  messenger  for  his.  brother,  and  Degaidh 
thereupon  came  to  the  place  where  he  was ;  and,  as  goon  as  lie 
had.  done  so,  Duach  had  him  seized,  and  caused  his  eyes  to  be 
thrust  out.  Hence  he  got  the  cognomen  of  "  Dalta  Degaidh,"  or 
Blinder  of  Degaidh."  As  a  record  of  this  deed,  some  bard  has 
left  ua  the  following  verse : 

"  By  treacherous  ívilu  11  us  Ditguidh.  lured 
To  come  beneath  his  brother's  roof; 
Anil  then?  that  brother,  Duacb,  fuJso, 
Ungenerously  thrust  out  his  eyes." 

This  Duach  fell  by  the  hand  of  Factna  Fathaeh,  aon  of  Gas. 


FAOTNA  FATHACH,  ABD-HIQH. 

_  *~  If.  8924.*  Facta»  Fathaeh,  or  Factna  the  Wise,  son  of 
jM  «m  of  Bndraide,  00a  of  Sithrighe,  son  of  Dubh,  son  of 
*°jrhinar,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Mueah,  held  the  sovereignty 
^  Bi«een  years,  and  then  fell  by  Eocaidh  Feidlech. 

-fiftittr    0/  Degaidh. — "  Dalta  "  ants  were  called  Eraaans,  though  quite 

■7°  "freely  admit  of  the  forced  mean-  diflerent  from  the  more  ancient  Ernaaus 

^»^r**ai  to  it,  in  thia  instance,  by  our  of   the    Pep-Bolg  race.     These  after- 

ZT0*--    It  is  tfae  common  Irish  word  wards  took  the  name  oí  Dal-Fiatach  in 

~~  *o  express  fosterling  or  alumnus,  Ulster,  and  a  branch  of  them,  that  mi- 

*?  ^*  it  to  be  questioned  if  a  single  grated  to  Monster,  took  the  name  of . 

2?  instance  can  be  shown  from  Irish  Clanna  Degaidh.    The  latter  had  been 

T"??Si  in  which  it  has  any  reference  driven    from   Ulster   by  the    Clanna 

2,  ■J?***»*-    "  O'Flaherty  shows,  from  Rndraide,  while  Dnach  was  king  of 

S"5*»ok  of  Lecaa,  from  O'Dnvegan's  Ireland,  and  thia  king  then  gave  lands 

^*»  and  from  Gilla-Ciemhan's  poem,  inMunster  to  his  foster-father  Degaidh, 

rj*^»  in  the   twelfth   century,  that  son  of  Sen,  son  of  Olild  Aronn,  who 

{??£■*  kai  no  brother  named  Degaidh,  was  their  chief.     After  Dnach's  death 

L*r~*t  be  was  called  "Dalta  Degaidh,"  Degaidh  was  declared  king  of  Minister. 

~*****b  he  was  Uk  Alumnus,  or  Foster  and  his  posterity  divided  the  sovereign- 

~™J*Degiida,8onof  Sen.oftheBrnaans  ty  of  that  province  for  some  ages  with 

01  ■wnttar,"—  Set  O'Donovan't   Notes  the  Eberians.     In  those  ages  the  Ebe- 

""We  Four  Matters.  nans  ruled  the   South  and  the  Dega- 

**chaidh  Fermara,  or  the  Mariner,  dians    the    North    of    Munster.— See 

■»  of  King  Aengus  Tairmech,  had  a  O 'Flaherty's  Ogugia. 

•»  named  Otild  Aronn,  whose  descend-  »  A.  M.  504Í— Four  Mater,. 
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EOCAIDH  FEIDLECH,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3940*  Eocaidh11  Feidlech,  son  of  Finn,  son  of  Finnloga. 
son  of  Roighnon  Ruadh,  son  of  Esamhain,  of  Emhain,  son  of 
Blathacta,  son  of  Labraidh  Lore,  son  of  Enna  Aignech,  son  of 
Aengus  Tuirmech,  of  Tara,  of  the  lino  of  Erimhón,  ruled  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  for  twelve  years.  Benin,  daughter  of  Crim- 
thann,  was  the  mother  of  this  Eocaidh  Feidlech.  lie  was  called 
Eocaidh  Feidlich,  because  he  was  for  a  long  time  addicted  to 
sighing;  for  "feidhil,"  (Jeil,)  signifies  "long,"  and  "  ech"  (ogh\ 
Means  a  "  sigh.'7  Thus,  foidhlecn  (fcilagh),  means  "  long-sighing? 
for  a  sigh  never  left  his  heart  since  his  sons  were  slain  by  him  in 
the  battle  of  Drom-Criaidh,18  until  he  died.  These  sons,  Bres, 
Nar,  and  Lothar,  were  called  the  three  Finnemhna  (Fitmevna, 
or  Finnewna),  from  the  word  "  amhaen"88  {avayne\  i.  e.  "  not 
separate,"  or  "not  single:"  and  by  it  was  meant,  tiiat  none  of 
them  was  born  separately,  but  that  they  wero  all  three  born  at 
the  same  time.  Clothfinn,  daughter  of  Eocaidh  Uct-lethan14  was 
the  mother  of  these  princes,  and  she  had  borne  them  at  one 
birth. 

Eocaidh  Feidlech  was  the  first  that  divided35  and  arranged  Ire- 

M  A.  M.  5058.— Four  Masters.  the  Broad-Chestod.    O'Flaherty  calls 

,l  Eocaidh  X.  Feidlech,  Eocaidh's  him  Artur  Uctrlethan. 
distinctive  appellation,  could  mean  the  u  Was  the  first  that  divided,  fc.  Our 
IVatcIter  or  the  Vigilant.  The  ctyinol-  author  is  inexact  in  the  language  he 
ogy  by  which  it  is  made  to  mean  con-  here  employs,  and  he  thereby  oontm- 
stmnt  sighing,  is  beneath  criticism :  the  diets  what  he  has  already  stated  sere- 
termination  ''  ch"  varied  to  "  ech"  and  nil  times.  He  should  have  said,  that 
"  ach"  in  compliance  with  an  Irish  Eocaidh  was  the  person  who  r  stored 
euphonic  rule,  is  of  no  more  signifr»  the  pentarchy.  O'Flaherty  gives  the 
cance  in  Irish  than  "  us"  is  in  Latin.  following  account,  here  abridged  from 

"  Drom  Criiitlh  (Drumcree).  lien  in  his  Ogygia,  of  the  revolution  effected 

West   Meath.    O'Flaherty   discredits  during  the  reign  of  this  king :  u  King 

those  who  relate  that  the  three  Finns  Eocaidh,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign, 

waged  war  against  their  father.  instituted  or  rather  revived  the  pen- 

"  Amhaen.    This  word  is  not  Irish,  tarchy.    But  we  must  not  suppose  that 

at  least  it  is  not  so  in  the  sense  above  the  pentarchy  was  then  instituted  for 

stated.    Dr.  O'Donovan   says,  in  his  the  first  time,  because  it  appear»  that 

annotations    on    the   Four   Masters,  there  were  five  rulers  over  the  five 

that  this  king's  three  sons,  Breas  or  provinces,  from  the  very  beginning  of 

Bros,  Nar  and  I^othar,  were  called  the  the  royalty.    The  Scots  continued  ft, 

three  Finns  of  Emftain,  i.  e.  "  na  Tri  some  of  whom,  as  the  Ebcrians  and 

Finn  Emhua"  (na  Three  Finn  Ewna  Lugadians  (the  descendants  of  Ijigeirih, 

or  Evna  .  This  is  natural,  and  accord-  son  of  Ith),  ruled  the  two  Monsters» 

ing  to  the  geniu.s  of  the  language.  The  These  had,  it  is  true,  been  lor  son* 

above  ridiculous  pun  is  abhorrent  to  time  intruded  upon  by  the  Eruaane,  of 

it.    They  had  received  the  name,  nos-  the  line  of  Erimhon,  by  whom  they 

sibly,  from  having  been  fostered  at  Kin-  were  driven  into  the  western 


hain  Mache.  of  their  country  ;  bat  then,  by  *  vigor- 

94  Eocaidh  uct-Uthan,  i.  e.  Eocaidh    oua  effort,  they  repossessed  UMenwve» 
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^.and  iato  provinces,  or  peutarchates,  for  he  apportioned  Con* 
naught  into  three  parts,  between  three  chieftains,**  namely,  Fidach, 
«son  of  Fiaeh,  Eocaidh  Alat,  and  Tinni,  son  of  Curaidh.  To 
J"idach  he  pave  the  territory  of  the  FÍr-na-CraeibÍ,  from  Fidnch 
*o  Luimnecb ;  to  Eocaidh  Alat  he  gave  Irrua  Domnann,  from 
Calimb  to  Dubh  and  Drobacis ;  and  to  Tinni,  son  of  Curaidb,  ho 
gave  Magh-Samb  and  the  old  districts  of  Taeideu,  from  Fidaoli 
-nto  Temhair-Brogba-Niadh  (Tavwis-  Vrow-Ntca/t),  in  Lcinstor. 
The  province  of  Ulster  he  granted  to  Fergus,  son  of  Ledi ;  the 
province  of  Leinskr  to  Rosa,  son  of  Fergus  Fargi,  and  the  two 
provinces  of  Monster  be  bestowed  upon  Tigbermach  Tédbennach 
-Mid  upon  Deguidh.  And  thus,  during  his  reign,  he  had  Ireland 
-aiader  his  si.de  dominion  and   control,  until  he  died  at  Tcmhair 

Soma  time  after  this,  Eocaidh  went  into  Connaught,  and  those 

t-liree  kings  of  its  three  divisions  eame  to  meet  him.     Of  them, 

Kxiaidh  thereupon  requested  a  site  in  Connaught  whereon  to 

build  himself  a  royal  residence  amongst  them.  Eocaidh  Alat  and 

FjiJac'h  replied,  that  they  would  give  him  no  such  site,  for  they 

preferred  sending  him  his  rent  to  Temhair.     But  the  third  of 

these  princes,  Tinni,  son  of  Curaidh,  was  willing  that  Eocaidh 

SQould  have  a  place  for  his  royal  residence.     Then  Eocaidh  gave 

"is  own  daughter,  Medb  (Afcive  or  Muiv-\  as  wife  to  this  chief- 

^n,  and  they  made  a   friendly  league  with  one  another.'    The 

-Monarch  next  a*ked  liis  Druids  where  he  should  build  the  palace, 

bxmX    they  advised  him  to  build  it  at  Drom  na-n-Druadh  (Drum- 

?  Jfceii  territories,  which  they  thence-  ing,  and  5th,  the  diviiioo  between  Uoa 

*?**»    held   uninterruptedly,   nod  with  of  the   Hundred   Battles  and   Eogaii 

F™-**»>bl«i  power,  down  to  the  English  Mor,  king  of  Minister.     Three  hundred 

?}^»*ioo.    The   Ultonians    main  tamed  years  having  now  passed  since  the  <H- 

rj^j^nulawaydawn  to  the  destruction  vision    by     Igani    Mor,  Eocaidh  re- 

.«^Wank  or  Ewhain,  and  Iruin  branch  acinded  the  form  established   by  that 

fir*     longer,  haying  become  incorpo-  conqueror,  and  appointed  a  penUrcb 

ffi?^    "th    the   Erimonian  Ernaans.  over  each  province  from  amongst  id 

1™*~-"erhsd  been  ceded  to  the  ETimo-  ruling  princea." 

after  Mine  time  Connaught  fell  As  a  period  of  great  disorder  and 

Tk^*'  their  rule,  and  at  length  Ulster,  bloodshed  and  confusion  continued  to 

bit-  apolitical  divisions  of  '   '  ..,.,.- 
y^T**   "Various,  according  tc 


I 


lj?*  political  divisions  of  Ireland  have  devastate  Ireland,  during,  and  long 
tJf***  "various,  according  to  the  will  and  after  Eocaidh's  reign,  it  is  fair  to  con- 
^^i^wrerofilsvariousmonarcfas.  How-    clnde,  that  he  had  been  forced  to  re- 


r«*. 


they  never  totally  abrogated  the    store  the  pentarchy,  in  order  to  plac 


<S^  five-Ibld  division.     In  the  Scotic  check  upon  the  turbulence  of  tie  local 

on?*?*!  we  read  of  five  partitions:  1st,  chieftains. 

b^*>etween  Eber  and.Erimhon;  2d,  "    Three    chieftains.       These  three 

'  lZ!|^5en  Kermna  and  Bobarki,  which  chieftains  were  Fer-Bo!gs  or  Belgians, 

Ir^"**  100  years  :  3d,  that  by  Ingani  which  nation  still  possessed  Connaaght 

r"1*-        !_.-      li. ._   C J!_»-:_l_        _Ci_l.         Tl.„ -.:.: t    .1.1.   r^^nOS    hlhllH 


\ 


lsjl*~    mto  twenty-five  districts,  which    The  partition  of  the  province  between 
tj^*!  300  yeara ;  4th,  that  of  the  pen-    them  has  br~  -'—-■-■  >—■>■-■'  -' 
^^*»»,  of  whom  we  are  now  treat- 
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nan-rooah),  i.  c.  The  Druids'  Hill,  which  is  now  called  Cruaehain,* 
The  raih  was  then  commenedfl  by  the  Gamanraidhe,"  from 
Irrus  Domnan,  and  the  dike  of  that  fortress  of  Eocaidh  was 
reared  up  in  one  day;  as  the  bard  thus  informs  us: 

"  In  one  day  was  the  tribe  of  Domnann 
Forced  to  build  up  that  earthen  rampart ; 
For  that  stern  king  of  Fal,  the  festive, 
No  respite  would  allow  his  workers." 

They  next  built  a  dwelling  within  it,  and  Eocaidh  granted  the 
kingdom  of  Connaught  to  Tinni,  son  of  Curaidh,  to  whom  he 
then  gave  his  daughter  Medb  in  marriage.  Shortly  afterwards, 
Eocaidh  Ahit  was  slain  by  Tinni,  who  thereupon  give  the  king- 
dom of  the  FiT-Domnanns  to  Olild  Finn.  Medb  bestowed  the 
command  of  Rath-Kocaidh  upon  Cruacha  Croiderg,  her  own 
mother ;  and  it  is  from  this  Cruacha  that  the  fort  has  received 
its  present  name  of  Rath-Cruachan  (Raw-Crooghan\  as  the  bard 
tells  us  in  the  following  verse : 

• 

"  Once  Drom  na-n-Druadh,  then  Tulach-Aidni, 
And  next  Rath-Eocaidh  it  was  called ; 
Rath-Cruachan  last,  from  Cruacha  Croiderg, 
Who  raised  dire  wrath  throughout  the  land" 

Medb  continued  long  afterwards  to  be  the  wife  of  Tinni,  son 
ofCuraidh,  until  he  fell  at  Temhair  by  the  hand  of  Monudir, 
who  was  also  called  Mac  React:  After  the  death  of  Tinni, 
Medb  held  the  sovereignty  of  Connaught  for  ten  years  in  her 
own  hands,  without  allying  herself  in  marriage  with  any  publicly, 
though  during  tlds  time  she  indulged  in  private  amours,  just  as 
her  inclination  prompted  her.  She  afterwards  took  Olild  Mor,  son 
of  Rosa  Ruudh,  of  L'inster,  as  her  husband,  and  bore  him  seven 
sons,  who  were  called  The  Seven  Manes.  It  was  Conall  Rear» 
nach  that  slew  Olild  at  Cruaehain,  when  he  was  an  old  man. 
Conall  slew  him  by  a  cast  of  a  javelin;  and  the  men  of  Con* 
naught  pursued  and  killed  him,  in  revenge  for  the  deed. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  long  war,  and  continual  hostility  between 
the  people  of  Connaught  and  the  Ulidians  during  the  time  that 

97  Cruachai-y.    We  must  not  under-  ist   the   remains   of   several  earthen 

Btand,  from  the  building  of  this  rath  at  forts. 

Cruaehain,  by  Kocaidh,  that  it  was  in  "  Gamanraiilhe.  The  Gamanraidhe  or 

his  time  that  that  locality  became  dis-  Gamanradi,  were  a  fierce  and  warlike 

tinguished  as  a  royal  raiienco.  It  was  Belgian  or  For-Bolg  tribe,  seated  in 

celebrated  long  before  his  day.    The  Krris  or  Irrus-Domnann,  in  the  north* 

rath  of  Cruaehain,  now  called  Rath  west  of   Connaught    This    name   k 

Croghan,  lies  near  Bclanagare,  in  the  pronounced  Govanree  and  Gavmttrm* 
county  of  Roscommon,  where  still  ex- 
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ledb  reigned  over  Connaught,  and  while  Concobar  was  king  of 
Jladh.  But,  in  order  that  the  reader  may  understand  the  cause 
c>f  this  enmity  that  existed  between  them,  I  shall  set  down  here 
-fjie  manner  in  which  the  children  of  Usnach,  son  of  Congal 
^IJlaringnech,  were  slain,  in  violation  of  the  guaranties  and  sure- 
ties of  Fergus  Mac  Roigli,  of  Cormac  Conlingas,  son  of  Conco- 
To&t  and  of  Dubthach  Dael-Uladh,  Here  follows  a  brief  summary 
of  the  story : 

The  death  of  the  Sons  of  Usnach}  down  here." 

On  a  certain  day,  on  which  Concobar  had  gone  to  partake  of 

a  feast  at  the  house  of  Feidlimid,  son  of  Dall,  his  own  story-teller, 

the  wife  of  his  host  gave  birth  to  a  beautiful  daughter  wnile  the 

festivities  were  going  on.     Then  Cathbaidh,  who  was  present  at 

that  meeting,  prophesied  and  foreboded  for  the  girl,  that  great 

misfortune  ana  loss  was  about  to  befall  the  province  through  her 

means.    When  the  warriors  heard  this,  they  proposed  to  have 

her  put  to  death  immediately.     "Let  no  such  thing  be  done," 

said  Concobar,  "  for  I  shall  take  her  with  me  and  send  her  to  be 

reared,  so  that  she  may  in  time  become  my  own  wife."     The 

druid  Cathbaidh  then  named  her  Djrdri.40    Concobar  shut  her 

^P  in  a  lonely  fort,  where  he  placed  a  tutor  and  a  nurse  to  rear 

"er  ;    and  there  no  one  in  the  province  dare  go  near  her  but  her 

tutor  and  her  nurse,  and  the  spokeswoman  of  Concobar,  who  was 

&&ned  Lebarcam.     Under  these  regulations  she  continued  until 

sJ*e  had  become  marriageable,  at  which  period  she  excelled  all 

foe  ^"omen  of  her  time  in  beauty. 

^  happened  once,  upon  a  snowy  day,  that  her  tutor  had  killed 
J-  calf  in  order  to  dress  it  as  food  for  her,  and,  when  its  blood  had 
been  spilled  upon  the  snow,  that  a  raven  stooped  down  to  drink 
oí  ^-  As  soon  as  Dérdri  had  noticed  this,  she  said  to  Lebarcam, 
that  she.  would  like  to  have  a  husband,  in  whom  were  combined 
,  .  t'hree  colors  which  she  then  saw  before  her;  that  is,  having 
air  of  the  color  of  the  raven,  cheeks  the  color  of  the  calf's  blood, 
a.  *X  skin  of  the  color  of  snow.  "There  is  such  a  man  as  that,'1 
jV1  Xjebarcam,  "and  his  name  is  Naeisi,  son  of  Usnach,  now  in 
Ac /household  of  Concobar."     "  0  then,  Lebarcam,"  said  Djrdri, 

^o-seech  you  to  send  him  to  speak  with  me,  alone  and  unob- 
,;rv  pd."  Lebarcam,  thereupon,  went  and  told  the  matter  to 
~  aex^i,  who,  when  he  had  heard  it,  came  privately  to  meet  DOrdri, 

I  ..  ~*^e  sms  of  Usnach.     Literal  trans-  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Gaelic 

ta\10US  °^  *wo  anc'ent  versions  of  the  Society  of  Dublin,  published  in  1808. 

^  ^titled,  The  Death  of  the  sons  of  <°  Derdri,  otherwise  Déirdre,  means 

sro.^  0f  uisnech,  (called  Usnoth  by  alarm. 
^Phcrson,)  are  to  be  found  in  the 
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and  she  declared  to  him  the  greatness  of  her  love,  and  begged  of 
him  to  elope  with  her  from  Concobar.  Nacisi  consents  thereto, 
though  much  against  his  will,  through  fear  of  Concobar.  He 
then  set  out  for  Alba,  accompanied  by  his  two  brothers,  Andli 
and  Ardan,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors,  taking  Dérdri 
thither  with  him.  In  that  country  they  got  maintenance  and 
quarterage  from  the  king  of  Alba,  until  he  had  got  tidings  of 
Derdri's  beauty,  upon  which  he  demanded  her  as  a  wife  for  nim- 
self.  Nacisi  and  his  brothers  were  seized  with  indignation  at  this, 
and  they  left  Alba,  retreating  into  an  island  in  the  sea,  with 
Dérdri,  Laving  previously  had  many  conflicts  with  the  people  of 
the  king. 

But,  when  it  was  heard  in  TJladh,  that  the  sons  of  Usnach 
were  in  such  distress,  many  of  the  nobles  of  the  province  told 
Concobar  that  it  was  a  sad  thing  that  these  warriors  should  be  in 
exile  on  account  of  a  wicked  woman,  and  that  he  ought  to  send 
for  them  and  have  them  brought  home.  Concobar  consented  to 
do  this,  at  the  request  of  his  nobles,  and  he  gave  Fergus  Mao 
Roigh,  and  Dubthach  Dael-Uladh,  and  Cormac  Conliugas,  as 
guarantees  that  he  would  himself  act  towards  them  witn  good 
faith.  Upon  these  conditions,  Fergus  Mac  Koigh  sent  Fiacaidh, 
his  own  son,  to  the  sons  of  Usnacli ;  and  this  Fiacaidh  brought 
back  with  him  to  Ireland,  both  them  and  their  band  of  warriors, 
and  Dcrdri ;  and  no  adventures  are  related  of  them  until  they 
had  arrived  upon  the  green  of  Enihain.  Upon  that  green,  Eogan. 
son  of  Durthact,  chieftain  of  Fernmaighe,41  met  them  with  a  large 
host,  which  he  had  brought  with  him,  at  the  suggestion  of  Con- 
cobar, for  the  purpose  of  acting  treacherously  by  them.  As  soon. 
then,  as  the  sons  of  Usnach  had  come  up,  Eogan  approached 
Nacisi  as  if  to  welcome  him,  and  while  seeming  to  do  so,  he 
thrust  his  spear  through  that  warrior's  body.  When  Fiacaidh, 
son  of  Fergus,  saw  this,  he  threw  himself  between  Eogan  and 
Naeisi ;  but  Eogan  made  a  second  thrust  with  his  spear  and  laid 
him  dead  by  the  side  of  his  friend.  After  this,  Eogan  and  his 
/  forces  threw  themselves  upon  the  sons  of  Usnach  and  murdered 
them,  and  made  a  dreadful  carnage  of  their  people. 

When  Fergus  and  Dubthach  had  heard  or  the  murder  of  the 
sons  of  Usnach,  in  violation  of  their  sureties,  they  marched  upon 
Emhain  and  came  to  an  engagement  with  the  forces  of  Conconar, 
in  which  Mani,  the  son  of  Concobar,  fell,  and  three  hundred  of 
his  warriors  with  him.  They  then  pillaged  and  burned  Emhain, 
and  slew  Concobar's  women.  Thcv  next  mustered  their  partisans 
from  all  sides,  a'nd,  accompanied  by  Cormac  Conlingas,  they 
marched  into  Connaught  with  a  host  that  numbered  three  thou- 

41  Fernmagh,  now  Forney,  in  Oirghiolb. 
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sand  warriors.  There  they  were  welcomed  and  received  into 
by  Olild  and  Jtfedb.  When  they  had  reached  that  territory, 
r  aerer  rested  a  single  night  without  sending  out  parties  01 
to  ravage  and  plunder  Uladh.  So  they  continued,  until 
-£Hey  nad  completely  laid  waste  the  territory  of  Cualgni  *  a  deed 
«#1iodoo  fining  many  misfortunes  and  afflictions  to  both  prov- 


Ifc  was  during  this  time  that  Fergus  had  an  illicit  intrigue  with 
*JJL odb,  who  bore  him  three  sons  at  a  birth,  and  their  names  were 
rs  and  Core,  and  Oonmac,  as  the  poet  tells  us  in  the  following 

"  The  fruitful  Médb,  in  hit  Cruachain, 
Loved  Feigns,  who  from  foe  ne'er  turned, 
And  bore  him  three  tons,  tall  and  comely, 
Named  Kisr,  sod  Core,  and  Oomnae." 


It  is  from  this  Kiar  that  the  Kiarraide  Mumhan*  (Kccree  Moon) 
called-  and  of  his  descendants  are  the  O'Connors  Kerry ;  from 
Ckuo  are  descended  the  O'Connors  Corcomroe  ;u  and  from  Oonmac 
«re  named  all  the  Conmacni  that  are  in  Connaught.  Whoever 
will  lead  the  poem  which  Lugair,  the  bard  of  Olild,  composed, 
and  which  begins  with  the  line,  "The  dans  of  Fergus,  clans  pre* 
«jament,"  will  dearly  learn  the  great  power  and  distinction  of 
we*  three  sons  of  Medb,  in  Connaught  and  in  Munster — a  thing 
tkatifl  also  manifest  from  the  number  of  districts  that  have  been 
Wmedfrom  them  in  these  two  provinces. 

But  to  return  to  Dérdri,  who  was  the  cause  of  all  we  have  just 
n*rrated:  she  remained  a  year  with  Concobar,  after  the  slaying 
°f  the  sons  of  Usnaeh ;  and  though  trifling  it  may  seem  to  raise 
*P  her  head  or  smile,  still  she  was  never  known  to  do  so  during 
wat  time.  When  Concobar  saw  that  no  amusements  or  kindness 
^uld  have  any  effect  upon  her,  and  that  neither  wit  nor  mirth 
jyrtd  remove  the  lowness  of  her  spirits,  he  sent  for  Eogan,  son 
°f  Durthact ;  and  when  Eogan  had  come  into  his  presence,  he 
^d  to  Derdri,  that,  since  he  was  himself  unable  to  turn  her  mind 
away  from  sorrow,  she  must  now  spend  some  time  with  Eogan, 

-,    Cualgni — in  the  county  of  Louth,  the  Kiarraide  Mumhan.   The  territory 

*£*  fiuiious  tale  called  the  "  Tain  Bo  of  this  tribe  extended  from  the  harbor 

SJjfe1""  i.  e.  the  Cattle  Spoil  of  Cua-  of  Tralee  to  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon. 

up}1»  has  been  founded  upon  the  plun-  From  this  tribe,  whose  country  is  other- 

^^E  of  this  district.  wise    called    Kiarraide  Luachra,  the 

Kiarraide  Mumhan,  i.e .  the  descend-  modern  county  of  Kerry  has  its  name. 
^*of  Kiar,  i.e.  Kiaraide  of  Munster.        **  Coromroe.    Besides  the  O'Con- 

^* Wore gtated, O'Ooncobhair (O'Con-  nors   Oorcomroe,    the  O'Lochlins  of 

«jwjor  O'Concovwir)  Kerry,  was  chief  Burren,  in  the  north  of  Clare,  are  also 

«Kj» tribe.   TheOCahilliO'Dugains  descended  from  Core  son  of  Fergus,  and 

•«  O'Conways  of  South  Munster,  were  queen  Medb. 

«to,  according  to  O'HaHorao,  septa  of 


I 
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She  was  then  immediately  placed  behind  Eogan  in  his  chariot 
Concobar  went  himself  to  attend  them  on  their  way ;  and,  as 
they  journeyed  along,  she  kept  continually  casting  looks  of  wild 
indignation  at  Eogan.  who  was  placed  before  her,  and  at  Concobar, 
who  followed  behind;  for  there  lived  not  on  the  earth  two  per- 
sons that  she  hated  more  than  she  did  them  both.  When  Con- 
cobar noticed  her  looking  thus  alternately  at  Eogan  and  at  him- 
self, he  said  to  her,  in  coarse  ironical  pleasantry:  "D^rdri,  theae 
arc  the  glances  of  a  sheep  between  two  rams,  that  you  are  casting 
at  me  and  at  Eogan."  When  Derdri  had  heard  him,  she  startea 
up  at  his  words,  and  jumping  suddenly  out  of  the  chariot  she 
dashed  her  head  against  a  sharp  rock  that  stood  on  the  wayside 
before  her,  so  that  small  fragments  were  made  of  her  skull,  and 
her  brain  immediately  flowed  out.  Such  was  the  origin  of  the 
banishment  of  Fergus45  Mac  Roigh,  of  Dubthach  Dael-Uladh/1 
and  of  Cormac  Conlingas ;  and  such  the  death  of  Dérdri. 

As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Concobar  and  of  the  Heroes,  that  Medb 
reigned  in  Connanght,  and  as  she  lived  ten  years  after  the  death 
of  Tinni,  son  of  Curaidh,  her  first  husband,  and  was  afterwards 
the  wife  of  Olild  Mor  for  eighty  years,  and  again  had  been  for 
eight  years  a  widow  after  Olild  s  death,  when  she  was  slain  by 
Forbaide,  son  of  Concobar;  I  shall  narrate  here  succinctly  the 
death,  with  a  few  of  the  achievements  of  some  of  the  most  famous 
of  the  Ileroes4'  that  lived  in  her  time.  In  the  first  place,  I  shall 
set  down  the  substance  of  the  adventures,  whence  came  the  death 
of  Concobar,  son  of  Factna  Fathach.48 

T/ic  dcaOi  of  Concobar^  king  of  Ulad/i  down  here. 

As  an  incitement  to  warriors  to  act  bravely  in  the  fight,  it  was 
in  tho><e  days  the  custom  to  give  a  mark  of  distinction,  called  the 
Badge  of  Heroes,4*  as  a  token  of  victory,  to  him  who  had  proved 
himself  the  most  valiant  in  single  combat,  and  who  had  yan- 


**  Fergus  was  styled  Mac  Roigh,  i.e.    The   name   Dabhthach  (Doobagh  or 
ion  of  Roigh  {Roe),  from  his  mother.    Duffagh)  means,  the  dark  man. 
His  father  was  Rosa  Ruadh,  son  of        «  The  Heroes.   The  "  Cnrmidhthe  n* 


Radraide  Mor,  king  of  Ireland.    lie  Oraeibhe  Ruaidhe"  (Currl'tX  na  Cm-' 

had  been  elected  king  of  Ulster  upon  vie  Rooee),  i.  e.  the  Knights  or  Hera 

the  death  of  Fergus,  son  of  Ledi ;  out  of  the  Red  Branch,  were  emphatically 

he  had  scarcely  reigned  three  years,  styled  Na  Curaidh  the  {Cvrrlkl),  or, 

when  he  was  dethroned  by  Concobar  The  Heroes. 

Mac  Ncssa,  and  expelled  into  Con-  4t  Son  of  Factna  Fathach.    Concobar, 

naught    His  desire  to  recover  his  lost  or,  as  his  name  is  more  nsaally  ret 

kingdom  was.  then,  a  stronger  motive  Connor,  is  generally  styled  Mac  N< 

for  his  wars,  than  his  wish  to  revenge  from  his  mother,    llis  father  had 

the  murder  of  the  son3  of  Usnach.  king  of  Ireland. 

«•  Dubtliach  Dael-Uladh,  i.  e.  Dub-  "  The  Badge  of  limn.    «Mir  na 

thach  the  chafer  or  beetle  of  Ulster.  g-Curadh"  (mm  na  gurrak),  m 
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quished  his  adversary  in  the  field  of  valor.  From  this  custom 
there  arose  a  dispute,  in  Eman,  between  Conall  Kearnach  Cu- 
chnlJin,  ami  Lao^ari  Bum  lac h,  as  to  which  of  them  should  have 
the  Badge  of  Heroes.  Upon  this,  Conall  sent  for  the  brains  of  a 
valiant  and  mighty  champion  of  Lcinster,  named  Meskcdair, 
•whom  he  bad  himself  slain  in  single  combat.  Then,  when  the 
trains  of  that  warrior  were  exhibited,  both  Laegari  and  Cuchu* 
3 :iinn  gave  up  their  contest  with  Conall,  for  they  were  convinced 
that  neither  of  them  had  ever  performed  so  great  a  deed  of 
prowess  or  championship.  It  VH  also  a  custom  in  those  times, 
for  the  warrior  who  had  slain  any  champion  of  great  renown,  to 
take  out  his  brains,  and  having  mixed  them  with  lime,  to  form  a 
hard  round  ball  thereof,  which  he  w;is  wont  to  exhibit  at  con- 
vention» and  public  assemblies,  as  a  trophy  of  victory  in  feats  of 
valor.  Two  fools,  maintained  by  Coueobar,  took  notice  of  the 
great  estimation  in  which  every  oue  held  the  ball  made  of  the 
brains  of  Meskcdair,  and  thereupon  stole  it,  on  the  next  morning, 
from  the  Crimson  Branch.  There  were,  indeed,  three  houses  in 
Emhain,  in  the  time  of  Concobar,  namely,  the  Warrior's  Sorrow, 
the  Crimson  Branch,"  and  the  Bed  Branch."  In  the  first  of 
these  houses  were  the  wounded,  and  thence  it  was  called  the 
"Warrior's  Sorrow,"  from  the  sorrow  and  affliction  which  the  sick 
vrarriors  experienced  therein  from  the  anguish  of  their  wounds 
and  other  diseases.  The  second  house  was  called  the  Crimson 
Branch,  and  in  it  were  kept  the  arms  and  valuable  jewels.  The 
brains  of  Meskedair  were  also  kept  there,  with  other  articles  of 
value.  Tiie  third  house  was  called  the  Bed  Branch,  and  it  was 
in  thU  that  Concobar  and  his  warriors  were  wont  to  be  served. 

But,  to  return  to  the  fools,  when  they  had  stolen  the  brains  of 
Aleskedair  from  the  Crimson  Branch,  as  I  have  just  said,  they 
went  upon  the  green  of  Emhain,  and  began  to  toss  the  brains  like 
a  t&andball  from  one  to  the  other,  and  they  were  thus  engaged 
*b«n  Keth,  son  of  Magach,  a  mighty  warnor  of  the  Connaught- 
"fin,  and  a  fierce  wolf  of  evil  to  the  men  of  Ulster,"  came  up, 
™«i  succeeded  in  coaxing  the  fools  to  give  him  the  ball  of  brains, 

*?*»«Uted  by  Halliday,   "'Mir,'  liter-  ■  The  Warrior'*  Sorrow— in  Irish, 

*jv  IDOMM  a  portion,  or  dividend."    The  "  Broin-bberg"     (Brone-varg),     from 

**<**  baa  not  been  able  to  ascertain  "  bron,"  sorrow  or  pain,  and  "  berg,"  a 

$**  particnliir  thing  is  meant  by  it  in  soldier  or  champion. 

™*   instance.  ■  A  wolf  of  evil  to  the  menof  Ulster 

*^V  ™*(m  Bra  nek — inIriah,"Craebh-  — oncAu  title  ar  Ultnthaibh.     Keth  was 

~~~      "    "                   " "          -    ■      -  tbe  ^(,0^,  0f  Qhild  Finn,  chief  of  the 


, fierce  Oamanraidhe  of  Inns  Domnann. 

— ™i  Branch — in  Irish,  "  Craebh  The  far-famed   Fenian   clan  of  Morn» 

^^^n-tCrnio-rooo).    Eundh  is  a  dnli-  were  the  descendants  of  this  Fer-Bolg 

CT  *^d  rather  browner  red.     It  is  the  warrior, 
kritt  applied  to  red-haired  people. 
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which  he  then  brought  off  into  his  own  country ;  and  afterwards, 
whenever  he  came  to  do  battle  against  the  Ulstcrmen,  he  always 
carried  the  brains  of  Meskedair  in  his  girdle,  in  hopes  of  bring* 
ing  some  calamity  upon  Uladh  ;  for  it  had  been  prophesied,  that 
Meskedair  would  be  revenged  after  his  death  upon  the  Ulidians, 
and  he  supposed  that  this  prediction  would  be  verified  by  means 
of  the  ball  of  brains.  For  this  reason  did  he  carry  it  always 
about  him,  in  hopes  of  killing  some  of  the  Ulster  chieftains  there- 
with. 

Keth,  then,  soon  went  to  plunder  Ulster,  with  a  numerous  army, 
and  drove  off  a  large  prey  of  cattle  from  the  men  of  Eos  ;■*  but  he 
was  pursued  by  a  great  force  of  the  Ulidians.  The  m?n  of  Con- 
naught  flock  from  the  west,  to  the  help  of  Keth,  and  Gonoobar 
comes  from  the  cast,  to  support  the  Ulidians.  But  when  Keth 
heard  that  Concobar  was  in  the  pursuit,  he  sent  to  the  women  of 
Connaught,  who  were  on  a  hill  viewing  the  contending  armies, 
and  requested  of  them  to  entice  Concobar  to  pay  them  a  visit,  as 
he  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  gallantry  and  affability,  and  was 
also  aware  that  the  Ulidians  would  not  allow  their  king  to  take 
part  in  the  light  against  his  Connaughtmen.  Now,  as  soon  as 
Concobar  was  told  that  the  women  wished  to  see  him,  he  pro- 
ceeded alone  from  the  hill  where  he  was  stationed,  in  order  to  virit 
them ;  while  Keth,  on  the  other  side,  came  privately,  and  lay  in 
wait  in  the  midst  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  his  uneautious 
enemy.  Then  when  Concobar  was  coming  close  to  the  women, 
Keth  arose,  and  placid  the  brains  of  Meskedair  in  his  sling;  in 
order  to  kill  him ;  but  when  Concobar  saw  him,  he  retreated  into 
the  midst  of  his  own  people.  But  as  he  was  entering  the  wood  of 
Dori-da-baeth,  Ketli  cast  the  brains  at  him  from  his  sling,  and 
struck  him  on  the  head  therewith,  so  that  his  skull  was  broken 
by  that  cast,  and  the  brains  of  Meskedair  sank  into  his  head, 
llis  people  then  carno  up  to  his  relief,  and  rescued  him  from  Keth. 
The  physician  Finghin  Faithliag"  was  at  once  sent  for,  and  when 
he  had  arrived,  he  said  that  the  king  would  die  immediately  if 
the  ball  were  taken  from  his  head.  Upon  this,  his  friends  ex- 
claimed, *4  We  prefer  to  have  our  king  disfigured  than  that  he 
should  die.''  Finghin  then  effected  his  cure,  but  cautioned  him 
never  to  give  way  either  to  anger  or  lust,  and  to  avoid  riding  on 
horseback,  and  all  violent  exertions ;  for,  if  he  did  not,  that  the 

*  The  Men  of  Ros.    In  Irish, "  Fera  MachaircRois(Cflm£jfin^*-teJtw4)f 

Rois."    Thr>  district  of  the?  men  of  Ros  now  CarrickmariTM»,  are  supposed  to 

in  question,  lay  in  the  barony  of  Fur-  have  been  comprised  within  it. 

ney,  county  Mnna<rhan.    Tho  parish  of  ■•  Finghin  Faithliag.  i.  c,  Fingfck 

Machairc  IioU  (Maghe  ie  Ru*fi>f  now  the  skilful  physician.    Pronounce? /S- 

Maghcruss,  and  the  town  of  Carraig  neen  Fawleea. 
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anepulsive  force  of  his  own  brain  would  cast  out  the  ball,  and  that 
1  lis  death  would  ensue.       * 

Some  of  our  shannachies  tell  us  that  Concobar  lived  in  this 
state  for  seven  yeruv*.  until  the  Friday  on  which  Christ  was  cruci- 
fied. Then,  upon  his  seeing  the  slrange  changes  in  the  heavens, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  tun,  while  the  moon  was  full,  he  demand- 
e<l  of  Bacrach,  a  Lcinster  Druid  that  attended  him,  whence  came 
tiicse  unusual  alterations  in  the  appearance  of  the  heavens  and 
tJae  earth,  "It  is  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,"  .said  the  Druid, 
•*  whom  the  Jews  are  this  day  putting  to  death,"  "How  sad  that 
if*,"  said  Concobar,  "for,  if  I  were  now  there  present,  I  would 
slay  all  that  are  around  my  king,  engaged  in  putting  him  to 
fjeath."  He  then  drew  his  sword,  and  having  gone  into  s 
y*eighboriog  wood,  he  began  to  hack  and  cut  the  trees,  exclaim- 
|ng,  that  if  he  were  among  the  Jews,  such  was  the  vengeance  that 
1»«;  would  wreak  upon  them.  But  then,  from  the  violence  of  the 
■ptkssiou  that  had  seized  him,  the  ball  bounded  from  his  head,  and 
some  of  his  brains  followed  it,  and  then  he  died  upon  the  spot. 
OoiU  Lsunhrigh,  in  the  territory  of  Eos,  was  the  name  of  that 
itfood. 

When  Concobar  had  thus  died,  the  kingdom  of  Uladh  was 

offered  to  any  man  who  could  succeed  in  carrying  the  body  of 

Concobar  to  "Emhain,  without  resting  on  the  road.     Upon  this, 

one  of  Concobar's  own  servants,   named  Kenn  Berraide,  came 

forward,  who,   hoping  to  gain  the  kingdom  of  Ulster  thereby, 

bravely  lifted  the  body,  and  carried  it  as  faras  Ard  Aehadh,  on 

Sliabh  Fuaid,  but  at  that,  place  his  heart  broke,  and  he  died. 

From  that  attempt  has  arisen  the  proverbial  saying,  "  Ue  aspires 

lo  the  kingdom  of  Kenn  Berraide,"  which  is  applied  to  one  who 

ambitiously  aspire»  to  higher  dignities  than  he  can  ever  acquire. 

But,  although  historic  authors  have  handed  down  the  above 
amount  of  Concobar,  and  tell  us  that  he  lived  in  the  time  of 
jurist  yet,  in  truth,  Christ  was  not  born  for  a  long  time  after 
«hiíoW.  The  fact  of  the  story  is,  that  Bacrach,  a  Leinster 
flru'd,  foretold  that  Christ,  the  Prophesied  One,  the  Son  of  God, 
jwld  be  begotten,  take  a  human  body,  that  he  should  be  put  to 
death  by  idols,  and  that  through  him  should  come  the  redemption. 
®»t  iiuraan  race  from  the  bondage  of  the  tempter.  When  Con- 
cobar [yd  iie!ird  this,  he  was  seized  with  the  violent  excess  of 
fWr  of  which  we  have  spoken,  through  love  of  Christ;  and  he 
P^gan  to  cut  down  the  wood  of  Lamrigh,  fancying  the  trees  to  be 
"loiSjiind  thus  he  died  from  his  violent  exertions.  If  anyperson 
oluJ*'oailer  how  Bacrach,  or  any  other  druid,  who  wasaPagan, 
p>«ld  have  foreseen  the  death  of  Christ,  I  would  ask  of  him,  why 
rt  (Wild  have  been  more  possible  for  the  Sibyls,  who  were  also 
Pagans,  to  have  prophesied  Christ  before  Ids  conception  than  for 
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Bacrach,  and  others  like  him.     Ilence,  the  story  is  not  to  be  dis- 
credited lor  any  such  reason. 

Of  the  death  of  Keth,  Son  of  Magach"  dotoh  here.. 

This  Keth  was  a  man  of  prowess.  He  continued,  during  his 
lifetime,  to  be  the  constant  enemy  and  untiring  plunderer  of  the 
Ulidians.  He  went  into  Uladh,  on  a  certain  day,  for  the  purpose 
of  wreaking  vengeance  and  plundering,  as  was  nis  wont,  and  there 
came  down  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  As  he  was  returniag,  with  the 
heads  of  three  warriors,  whom  he  had  slain  An  his  foray,  Conall 
Kcamach  came  upon  his  track,  and  overtook  him  at  Ath-Keilh. 
There  they  fought,  and  Keth  fell  in  the  combat/whilst  Conall 
was  so  sorely  wounded,  that  he  fainted  away  from  the  loss  of 
blood.  Upon  this,  Bealcu  Breffni,  a  Connaught  champion,  arrir- 
od  upon  the  spot,  and  found  Keth  already  dead,  and  Conall  at 
death's  point,  and  he  exclaimed,  that  it  was  happy  tidings  to 
have  two  such  ravenous  wolves,  from  whom  so  much  ruin  had 
come  upon  Ireland,  thus  lying  in  that  sad  plight.  "  That  is  true," 
said  Conall,  "  aud  in  vengeance  for  all  the  misery  I  have  ever 
caused  to  Connaught,  kill  me  now."  He  said  this,  because  he 
had  rather  than  tlie  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  that  some  second 
warrior  should  wound  him,  so  that  no  single  champion  of  Con- 
naught  should  have  the  glory  of  slaying  him.  "  I  will  not  kill 
thee/1  said  Béalcu,  lt  for  the  state  in  which  thou  art  is  as  bad  as 
death ;  but  I  shall  take  thee  with  me,  and  heal  thy  wounds,  and  if 
thou  recover,  I  shall  fight  thee  in  single  combat,  and  shall  thus 
wreak  vengeance  upon  thee  for  all  the  woes  and  losses  thou  hast 
ever  inflicted  upon  Connaught."  He  then  placed  him  on  a  bier, 
and  brought  him  to  his  own  house,  where  he  applied  remedies  to 
him  until  his  wounds  were  healed. 

But  when  Bcalcu  saw  that  Conall  was  recovering,  and  thai 
his  former  strength  was  returning  to  him,  he  was  seized  with 
toar.  and  prepared  three  champions,  who  were  his  own  sons,  to 
murdiT  him  treacherously  in  his  bed  at  night.  However,  Conall 
suspected  this  whispered  treason,  and,  upon  the  night  fixed  upon 
for  its  execution,  he  said  to  Bóalcu,  that  he  should  exchange  bode 
with  him,  or  that  he  would  kill  him.  Upon  this  Bcalcu  lay 
down  in  the  bed  of  Conall,  though  sore  against  his  will,  and 
then»  he  was  furcod  to  stay  until  the  champions,  his  own  Bonn, 

90  S>n  nf  Mngnch.      He  was  thus  cowled  Mani,  the  son  of  Queen  Me&V 

called  from  his  mother.    Many  of  the  The  Connaught  Itelfrians  were  nnppee- 

Belgian  or  Damnation  kings  of  Ck>n-  ed  to  have  descended  from  Senanna  MÉÉ 

naught  were  sprung  from  Keth.     Ilia  Genann,  who  were  kings  of  IttbaP 

«on,  Sanb,  sat  on  the  throne  of  Con-  previous  to  the  Danaan  and  Garib 

naught  for  twenty-tix  years.    He  sac-  toTtsions, 
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came  (o  the  bed  where  Con.iU -usually  slept,  anil  killed  their  own 
father  in   his   stead.      When  Couafl   perceived  this,  he  rushed 

ill llii'in  ;i!ni    slew     tlir    whole    HilVc;    mill     In'    beheaded    b  'ill 

them  and  their  father,  and  brought  their  he-ads  with  him,  on  the 
next  d:iy,  in  triumph  to  Enihain.  It  is  in  praise  of  this  deed  that 
we  find  the  following  handed  down  by  the  bards: 

'-  Araonpst  the  fonts  of  CVinall  Kciiriinch" 
We  count  tin  famnus  !?*<*  of  Mnoa — 
Bj  his  hand  fell  the  three-airwl  Liijfaiilb — 
•        Béalcii's  three  sons  he  slew  iu  Urofui." 

Such  we»  the  deaths  of  Keth,  son  of  Magach,  and  of  Bíftleu, 
Uf  lindui,  with  hia  thfce  sons.  And,  although  we  might  extol 
several  other  great  deeds  of  ConaU  Keiimach,  we  must,uowover, 
forego  mentioning  tliem  at  the  present  time. 

Tlte  death  of  Fergus  Mac.  Hoitjh,  down  here. 

.  During  the  exile  of  Fergus  in  Connaught,  he  once  happened 
to  be  with  Olild  and  Medb  at  Mayji-Aei,  where  their  royal  resi- 
dence then  was ;  and  aa  they  were  one  day  walking  on  the  bank 
ff  Hie  lake  that  was  near  their  fort,  Olikl  requested  of  Fergus  to 
oiler  the  water  and  swim  therein.  Fergus  complied;  but  while 
h  was  yet  in  the  lake,  Medb  took  a  fancy  to  go  and  contend 
with  him  in  swimming.  Upon  seeing  her  in  the  waves  with 
Fergm  Olild  was  seized  with  jealousy,  and  he  commanded  one 
of  fig  kinsmen,  named  Lugaidh  Dall-Egeas,  who  attended  him, 
to  Cost  a  spear  at  Fergus,  with  which  he  pierced  him  through  the 
chest  The  wounded  Fergus  came  to  land  as  soon  as  he  had  re- 
vived the  blow,  and  drawing  the  spear  out  of  bis  body,  he  flung 
it  at  Olild,  and  transfixed  a  hound  that  stood  at  that  king's  char- 
rot,  and  he  then  fell  down  and  died  immediately,  and  they  buried 
fcm  on  the  bank  of  that  same  lake. 

It  was  this  Fergus  that  killed  FÍacna,  son  of  Concohar,  and 
™  champion  Gerrghenn,  son  of  Nillaidh,"  and  Eogan,Hson  of 
"'i'^i'!  king  of  Fernmaighe,  and  many  other  heroes  and  war- 

CoirU  Kiarnach.     This   t-Licflain  its,  and  their  corrdatire  styU,  in   II- 

***•"**  the  mart  famous  of  the  Red-  ster,  and  also  of  the  O'Mordhtu  (O'Mo- 

?™?d»  knights.    He  was  son  of  Am-  raj  or  Moores,  of  Leix,  in  Leinater,  and 

5™i  m  of  Ons,  son  of  Factna,  bod  all  the  clans  of  that  stock.     Conall  was 

?  Whbaidh,  rod  of  Kinga,  son  of  cousin  to  Coacobar  Mac  Noma,  Cnch- 

jjn**i<l(!  Mor,  KiDff  of  Trdntid.     All  al  a  inn,  Ac.     His  son  (rial  Ghmmnrbe- 

J™ «'Kb  of  the  Iliac  race  that  have  came  king  of  Ulster,  after  Glagni,  |" 


i^f**^  to  latter  times,  trace  their  or-  of  Concobar,  and  the  BOTercigpty  of 

'  JP>  either  to  Conall  Kcaraach  or  to  that  province  remained  lung  la  his  fam- 

£««■*,  Fergus  Mac  Roigb.    ConaU  ily. 

*"  «m  nrogimitor  of  the  Mac  Aen-  ■  Nillaidh,  otherwise  Illadh. 

*""*  w  Magennises,  of  the  ODuulev-  *  Eogati,  $m  of  Durthad.     Thb 
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riors,  whom  we  shall  not  mention  here.  It  was  he,  also,  that  car- 
ried off  the  great  spoils  from  Ulster,  whence  came  so  many  wan 
and  enmities  between  the  peoples  of  Connaught  and  Ulster,  so 
that  the  exiles,  who  went  from  Ulster  into  baniahifcent  with  Fer- 
gus, continued  seven,  or  as  some  say,  ten  years  in  Connaught,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  kept  constantly  destroying  and  plundering 
the  Ulidians,  on  account  of  the  murder  of  the  sons  of  Usnach. 
And  the  Ulstermon,  in  like  manner,  wreaked  vengeance  upon 
them  and  upon  the  people  of  Connaught,  and  made  reprisals  for 
the  booty  which  Fergus  had  carried  off^  and  for  every  other  evil 
inflicted  upon  both  by  the  exiles  and  by  thfc  Connaught  men, 
insomuch  that  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  on  botn  sides  were 
so  numerous  that  whole  volumes  have  been  written''  upon  them, 
which  would  be  too  long  to  mention  or  take  notice  of  at  present 

The  death  of  Laegari  BuadacJi*  i.  e.  Laegari  the  Victorious^ 

down  here. 

Concobar  had  a  poet  named  Aedh,  son  of  Anind,  who  had  a 
criminal  intrigue  with  Magain,  that  king's  wife.  When  this 
was  told  to  Concobar,  he  condemned  the  poet  to  be  drowned  in 
the  lake  of  Laegari,*1  and  he  was  accordingly  led  thither  for  *h«t 
purpose,  at  the  command  of  the  king.  When  the  herdsman  of 
Laegari  saw  them  approaching  the  lake  with  this  intent,  he  went 
and  told  his  master  that  they  could  find  no  other  place  for 
drowning  the  poet  in  all  Ireland  but  before  his  door.  When 
Laegari  heard  this,  he  immediately  rushed  out,  and  as  he  did  so, 
he  (hushed  his  head  against  the  lintel  of  the  door,  so  that  he  frao 
tured  his  skull.  Nevertheless  he  flung  himself  with  fury  upon 
the  king's  people,  slew  them  all,  and  delivered  the  poet,  and  tnen 
died  upon  the  sj>ot. 

The  death  of  Medb  of  Cruachain*  down  here. 

When  Olild  had  been  slain  by  Conall  Kcarnach,  Medb  went 
to  dwell  at  Inis-Clothrann,  on  Loch  Ribh,  and  during  her  resi- 


man  was  the  murderer  of  the  sons  of  rath.    The  traces  of  many  such 

Usnach.    He,  too,  was  of  the  Glanna  or  ponds  still  remain  in  Ireland. 

Rudraide.    Ilia  father  was  son  of  Falbi,  •*  Medb  of  Cruacham.    Of  all   thi 

son  of  Acngus,  son  of  Rudraide  Mor.  children  of  the  monarch  Kocaidh  Fiad- 

•  Laegari  Bxndach,  otherwise  Lacgh-  lech,  M  bv  far  the  most  celebrated  wet 

aire  ftiioAh&ch  (La yeriBonagh).  "Baa-  Mcadhbh  or    Mab,  who  is   still    it* 

dhach"    is  an  adjective  formed  from  membered  as  the  queen  of  tin  miliar» 

"  Buadh"    (fjooah),  victory.     Laegari  of  the  Irish,  and  the  Queen  Mab  of 

was  a  most  distinguished  knight  of  the  Spenser's  Faery  Queen,  in  which  thfcl 

Red-Branch.  powerful  virago,  queen  and  quean  of 

"  7Tm  Lake  of  Laegari,  probably  an  Connaught,  is  diminiabed  to  aludicr 

lake»  constructed  near   his  mm  in  her  fairy  state. — &Domowan> 
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dertce  there,  it  was  her  wont  to  take  a  bath  every  morning  in  a 
'"""*"  jfthat  lay  near  the  entrance  to  the  ialaud.  When  Forbaide, 
Concobar,  had  heard  this,  he  came  privately  to  the  spring,  ■ 
i  measured,  with  a  line,  the  distance  thence  to  ibo  other  hide 
of  the  lake.  He  then  brought  the  measure  with  him  into  Ulster, 
and  there  he  used  to  thrust  two  stakes  into  the  ground,  and  to 
each  of  them  he  fastened  an  end  of  the  line.     He  then  used  to 

Ílace  an  apple  on  the  point  of  one  of  the  stakes,  and  standing 
imself  at  the  other,  he  made  constant  practice  of  throwing  at 
the  apple  on  the  opposite  one,  until  he  succeeded  in  hitting  it. 
Thisexerciee  he  practiced  continually,  until  he  became  so  dexter- 
ous, that  he  lever  mussed  a  single  throw  at  the  apple.  Shortly 
after  this  there  whs  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  Ulster  and  (Jon- 
naught,  on  both  sides  of  the  Shannon,  at  In  is- Cloth  rami.  For- 
baiiH!  came  Ihitber  from  the  east,  in  the  assemblage  nf  the  Ulster- 
ro*sn;  and  one  morning-,  while  he  stayed  there,  he  saw  Medb 
btttling,  as  usual,  in  the  very  same  spring.  He,  thereupon,  in- 
stantly placed  a  stone  in  his  sling,  and  having  cast  it,  he  hit  her 
full  on  tli-  ti  irehead,  and  she  instantly  died,  having  then  enjoyed 
the  kingdom  of  Connaught  for  ninety-eight  years.*» 

So  fur  we  have  branched  off  into  digressions  about  the  heroes 
who  were  the  cotenipornries  of  Medb;  but  we  shall  now  retu?-n 
to  the  monarch  Eocaidli  Fcidlceh.     This  Eoeaidh  had  three  sons 
ana  tiny,-  daughter»     The  sons  were  Bros,  Nar,  and  Lolhar,  nnd 
Ktluii  Uiitliacb,  Clothra,  and  Medb  of  Cruaehain,  were  the  three 
^wghlt'is,** as  the  bard  tells  us  in  the  following  verse: 
"Three  tlasi?titi.T-  linil  I; In;,'  !vi.';i.i<l!i  Fi'iiUeeli — 
Loud  flwclla  their  fame — 
Ethni  Ihc  Proud,  and  Medb  of  Cruaclinin, 
And  fair  Clothra." 

Wc  ghall  now  go  hack  to  Concobar,  and  relate  some  facts  ro- 
uting him.  A  daughter  of  Eocaidh  Sulbuidc,  of  Connaught, 
*&s  bis  mother,  and  her  name  was  Nessa ;  and  it  was  from  her 

AWy-rig/(f   years.     Mani   Aith-  rocs  tlmt  flourished  some  lime  before,  us 

"totol   {Ahn-wil).   one   of  the  seven  as  well  us  some  time  after  her  time, 

•«•hem  Medb  bud  by  Olild   Mor,  M   IHmeottgiitrrs-   OPlnherty  tella 

"««did  her  on  the   throne  of  Con-  us,  th;it  he  bud  six  iliiinihtori,  namely: 

"^SM.   O'Flnheriy  discredit  the  long  Mumhuim,  Klie,  Medb,  !>erdrr.  '.'Mlim, 

"■If  attributed  to  Medb.     In  fuel  he.  nnd   Kthni.     Of   these   Muiubain   nnd 

j"™<*.   by   comparing    the  deeds   in  Ethni  were  l*»th  married  lei  Oonciibar 

•Withe  was  concerned   with   Ihose  Mac  Nessu,  and  to  him  the  former  bore 

™  Uppencfl  during  the  lives  of  her  a  son  name  Glaslii,  who  succeeded  him 

"^pirarios,  that  she  could  u»t  have  ns  tins;  of  I" liter,  the  Intier   bore  him 

Bwlwliw-    The  poet»  would  sum  Forbaide,  the  slayer  of  Medb.     Of  all 

to  W  mused  the  i-xti'Osiou  of  hrr  life  six,  Strang  talcs  are  recounted  in  the 

**d  rewn  over  bo  long  a  period,  in  or-  Irish  it 

der  (o  bring  her  into  contact  with  he- 
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that  ho  received  his  surname,  (i.  e.  Concobar  or  Connor  lilac 
Nessa).  His  father  was  Factna,  styled  Fathach  or  the  Wise,  son 
of  Cas,  son  of  Rudraide,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh.  And 
when  the  provincial  chiefs  demanded  that  the  exact  bounds  of 
each  province  (or  rather  pentarchy)  should  be  fixed,  Carbri 
Niafer,  king  of  Lcinster,  in  consideration  of  getting  the  daughter 
of  Concobar  in  marriage,  gave  up  to  Ulster  all  the. land  that  lies 
from  Temhair  (or  Tara),  and  from  Loch-an-Coigi,  in  Breágh,  to 
the  sea,  a  territory  that  contained  three  entire  cantons  or  tricha* 
kcads  of  land,  as  the  bard  tells  us  in  the  following  verse : 

"  When  Eri's  '  fifths'  were  yielded  up, 
From  sea  to  sea,  to  Pentarch  sway, 
By  treaty  Concobar  then  joined 
Three  cantons  wide  to  Uladh's  bounds." 

Felim  of  the  Bright  Form,  was  the  name  of  the  daughter  by 
whose  means  he  acquired  this  addition  of  territory ;  and  she 
soon  after  eloped  lasciviously  with  Conall  Kearnach  from  the 
kin#  of  Leinster. 

With  regard  to  Concobar,  he  liad  twenty-one  sons,  and  in  a  fit 
of  drunkenness  he  committed  incest  with  his  own  mother,  who 
bore  him  a  son,  who  was  named  Cormac  Conlingas.  Cormac  is 
the  same  as  "Corb-mac,""  i.  e.  a  son  begotten  inceslnously ;  and 
he  was  so  called  b;icaus^  Concobar  had  committed  "coroa,"  i.  c 
incest,  with  his  own  mother.  It  was  in  punishment  of  this  crime 
that  all  his  sons  died  without  issue,  except  three,  namely:  Bcnna, 
from  whom  descended  the  Bcnntraide  (Bantree);  Lamha,  from 
whom  came  the  Lamhraide  (Lauvrec) ;  and  Glasni,  whose  descend- 
ants wvre  the  Glasraide  (Qlossree).  But  even  of  these  there  is 
not  at  this  day  a  single  descendant  alive  in  Ireland. 

The  Battle  of  Amach  MachaS* fnijht  by  Concobar  and  his  Kinsmen, 

down  litre. 

Concobar,  «on  of  Factna  the  Wise,  and  his  kinsmen,  fought  the 
battle  of  Aenach  Macha,  against  Daball,  the  Ilard-smiter,  son  of 

*  Corb-mac.    This  derivation  is  not  tion  was  hunted  oat  for  it,  either  be» 

probable.    The  word  «•  Corb,"  if  it  en-  cause  Concobar's  incestuous  offspring 

tor  at  all  into  the  composition  of  the  chanced  to  bear  it,  or  that  the  whole 

proper  name  *'  Cormac,"  is  moat  prob-  story  of  the  incest  was  built  upon  a 

cb!v  used  in  the  sense  of  41  chariot/'  malicious  play  on  the  letters  of  which 

which  »  one  of  its  iiieaninrm.    "  Cor-  the  name  is  composed.  "If  *'  Cormae" 


mac"  was  not  then  first  applied  as  a  have  any  meaning  in  Irish,  it 

proper  name ;  and  if  its  origin  was  as  "  son  of  "the  chariot,"  or  u  charioteer." 
infamous  as  above  stated,  it  would  not        •   Ana    Machcha,  i.e.    the    Fair 

have  b-H»n  a  nam»»  of  such  frequent,  oe-  Orpen,  or  Field  of  Assembly  of  Macha, 

currcnc:1  in  our  annuls.     We  may  then  at  Kmhain  Macha,  near  Armagh. 
sal"  »lv  ciMii.'liid..'  that  the  above  dcriva- 
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~4he  mpiarch  of  Loohliau    Innumerable  was  the  host  of  the  son  of 

king  of  Lochlin  on  that  occasion,  when  he  had  come  to  make 

conquest  of  Ireland.    He  landed  in  the  territory  of  Uladh  first, 

~  immediately  led  his  forces  to  the  plain  of  Machsu    The 

of  Rudraide  mustered  round  Concobar,  in  order,  to  do  battle 

it  thoae  Strang»  piratea    Then  Genann,  the  bright-cheeked 

of  Cathhadh,  addressed  his  kinsmen  and  said,  "  Small  is  your 

0  men  of  Uladh,  and  young  and  beardless  warriors  are  you 

"    "  What  then  shall  we  do  ?"  exclaimed  all    "  Take,"  said 

"a  quantity  of  wool,  and  bind  it  firmly  to  jour  faces,  and  the 

■  ana  terror  of  the  foreign  pirates  will  be  increased  thereby, 

they  will  fancy  you  to  be  all  hardy  and  well-proved  ebam- 

-paons."    Those  of  the  Ulidians  who  were  without  beards  acted 

xvpon  die  council  of  Genann,  and  then  they  fought  the  battle,  and 

-vanquished  the  sea-robbers,  and  slaughtered  their  host    It  is 

from  that  battle  they  are  called  Ulaidh  (UUee)« 

i 

The  Death  of Corilaechf*  son  of Cuchxdcdnn  down  here. 

ffig  death  was  caused  by  the  following  occurrence :  Cuchulainn 
had  formerly  gone  to  learn  feats  of  valor  from  Sgathach  {Ska- 
kufli\  a  heroine  that  dwelt  in  Alba,  and  at  that  time  there  was  a 
Wtiftal  damsel  in  All»,  whose  name  was  Aeifi  {Eefie\  daughter 
rf  Ardgheim  (Awrdyaim).  This  damsel  fell  violently  inlove 
*Hh  Cuchulainn,  from  his  great  Came,  and  having  come  to  visit 
Kb  she  became  his  mistress.  From  this  intimacy  she  soon 
pved  pregnant  Cuchulainn  then  being  about  to  return  to  Ire- 
™,and  having  finished  his  gymnastic  education  under  Sga- 
fc*co,  went  to  bid  farewell  to  Aeifi,  to  whom  he  gave  a  chain  of 
8°ld,  which  he  charged  her  to  keep  until  his  son  had  arrived  at 
n&nhood,  and  then  to  send  the  youth  to  himself,  with  that  same, 
chain  of  gold  as  a  token  by  which  he  could  recognise  him.  Ac- 
cording to  otner  accounts,  it  was  a  gold  ring  that  he  gave  her, 
Jfcd  he  charged  her  to  send  his  son  to  him  to  Ireland,  as  soon  as 
«  became  so  full  grown  that  his  finger  could  fill  it ;  and  he  also 
W  three  sacred  injunctions*  (gesa)  upon  his  son,  before  he  should 

*  UUaidh.  An  attempt  to  derive  appears  that  all  champions  who  were 
«e  Dime  Uladh  from  "  Olann"  (ullann)  admitted  to  the  order  of  chivalry,  either 
w°d-  took  upon  themselves  or  were  subjected 

*  Conlaech.  An  ancient  poem  upon  to  these  "  gesa."  Their  exact  nature 
**  death  of  Conlaech,  has  been  has  not  been  explained  ;  but  it  would 
translated  by  Miss  Brooks,  and  pub-  appear  that,  independent  of  the  duties 
jjjW  with  the  original  in  her  Irish  obligatory  upon  the  whole  order,  each 
**tiqttw.  particular  warrior  had  certain  "  gesa" 

*  Sacred  Inunctions.  These  were  peculiar  to  himself,  by  which  he  was 
<*««!  in  Irish  "  gesa"  (vassa),  the  oound  either  to  perform  or  to  refrain 
plural  of u  geis"  (gu  $h),  which  means  from  certain  acts.  Id  the  notes  to  the 
a  fttoe  injunction  or  prohibition.    It  tragic  tale  of  the  Children  of  Usnach, 
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come  to  Ireland.  The  first  of  these  was,  never  to  give  way  to 
any  champion  or  hero  in  the  world.  The  second  was,  not  to  tell 
his  namo,  through  fear,  to  any  warrior  living.  The  third  waa, 
never  to  refuse  to  fight  in  single  combat  against  the  most  powerful 
champion  upon  earth. 

In  time,  the  young  man  having  grown  up  and  increased  in 
strength,  and  having  learned  the  exercises  of  war  and  chivalry 
from  Sgathach,70  that  instructress  of  champions,  set  out  for  Ireland, 
to  sec  his  father  Cuchulainn.  Upcn  his  arrival,  he  found  Conco- 
bar  and  the  chiefs  of  Uladh  met  in  assembly  or  convention  at 
Tract-Esi.  Concobar  sent  a  warrior  of  his  people,  named  Cun- 
niri,  to  inquire  who  he  was.  Then,  when  this  messenger  had 
come  into  the  presence  of  the  youth,  he  demanded  the  latter'» 
name.  u  I  tell  not  my  name  to  any  single  warrior  upon  the 
ridge  of  the  earth,"  says  Conlaech.  Thereupon,  Cunniri  returned 
to  Concobar,  and  repeated  to  him  that  insolent  reply.  Then 
Cuchulainn  went  to  get  an  account  of  himself  from  the  stranger; 
but  he  only  received  the  same  answer  from  Conlaech.  A  bloody 
combat  then  took  place  between  them,  and  Conlaech  was  over- 
coming Cuchulainn/1  so  that,  although  his  hardihood  and  prowess 
had  been  great  in  all  his  former  combats,  he  was  now  obliged  to 
retreat  into  an  adjacent  ford,  and  to  call  upon  Laegh,  son  of  Rian 
of  Gabra,  for  hi.s  spear,  and  with  it  he  pierced  Conlaech  through 
the  body,  and  thus  killed  him. 

If,  O  reader,  I  were  here  to  relate  the  death  of  Cuchulainn  by 

we  arc  told  that  "  such  vows  were  in-  instructress  of  champions  was  no  other 

violate  among  our  heathen  ancestors,  than  Aeifl  herself.    Dun  Sgathach,  or 

Any  warrior  who  broke  them  became  the  fort  of  Sgathach,  was  on  the  Ut 

infamous  ;  and  the  vengeance  of  heaven  of  tikv,  which,  perhaps,  has  hi  nasst 

was  dreaded  as  the  immediate  conse-  from  this  heroine. 

auence  of  their  violation."  This  was  T>  Cuchtdainn.  Subaltam,  the  lather 
ic  ancient  chivalry  of  the  Irish,  upon  of  Cuchulainn  (Cooghulliu).  was  of  the 
which,  perhaps,  was  pounded  the  more  Erimonian  race  of  the  Ernaans  of 
modern  one  of  the  middle  ages.  Those  Ulster.  By  his  mother  Detkind,  dangh- 
who  were  initiated  into  t  e  Order  of  tcr  of  the  Druid  Cathbaidh  iCo^*r),he 
valr,  a  very  ancient  one  in  Ireland,  was  closely  allied  to  the  clanna  Bad- 
were  peculiarly  bound  by  these  oeha  or  raide,  and  through  her  also  he  was  the 
$>lcmn  injuuet'un*.  "  GesanAch  ffuilin  first  cousin  of  Concll  Kcaraach,  whose 
gid  fir-laecha."  injunctions  not  resisted  mother  was  Fincaemh,  daughter  of 
by  true  heroes  is  a  usual  expression  in  Cathbaidh,  and  of  the  three  sons  of  Us» 
our  ancient  tale* ;  •*  Cuirimfoghesaibh  nach,  who  were  the  children  of  her 
thu"  (Cur run  fo  yaxsiv  hoo) ;  1  place  sister  Ailbi.  The  annalist  Tighemach 
thee  under  "gtsa;*' "  Is  mairg  do  chailles  calls  Cuchulainn  F>  rtisnm  $  hem  Ssofs» 
a  ghesa ;"  he  is  a  wretch  that  loses  his  rum,  i.  e.  the  bravest  hero  of  the  Stats* 
"  gesa ;"  and  numberless  other  similar  and  records  his  death  in  the  so 
phrases  in  our  ancient  stories  and  year  of  the  Christian  era.  We 
pocnu,  show  the  awe  in  which  these  there  told  that  at  the  age  of  I 
obligations  were  held  Ify  the  old  Irish,  he  was  initiated  into  the  military 
"  SyathacL     Others  say  that  this  order ;  that  at  seventeen  he  {mism 
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the  sons  of  Calitin,  and  thai  of  Ferdiadh,n  son  of  Daman,  by 
Cuchulainn,  and  those  of  the  seven  Blames,  the  sons  of  Olild  and 
Medb,  and  of  many  other  brave  champions  not  here  mentioned, 
their  recital  would  prove  too  vast  and  laborious  an  undertaking. 
But  if  you  wish  for  a  full  account  thereof,  you  may  consult  the 
Great  Rout  on  Magh  Murthemni,  the  Deaths  of  the  Knights,  the 
Cattle  Spoil  of  Cualgni,  or  the  Cattle  Spoil  of  Rt  gamhan,  or  the 
Bed  Raid  of  Con.ill  Kearnach,  or  the  Feast  of  Emhaiti,  or  the 
Cattle  Spoil  of  Flidais,™  or  other  tales"  of  this  ktod,  still  to  be 
seen  in  Ireland,  and  you  will  therein  find  ample  mention  of  both 
the  above,  and  of  many  other  knights  and  heroes  besides,  and  of 
their  enterprises  and  adventures. 

Neverth.-lcFS,  I  deem  that  I  should  not  pass  over  Curigh,  son 
of  Dari,  in  this  history,  nor  should  I  omit  to  recount  therein  the 
cause  of  his  death,  for  he  was  a  mighty  champion  and  a  eotem- 
jjorary  of  Concubar  and  the  flerccs,  Moran  of  Mails  (the  Isle 
of  Man)  was  the  mother  of  Curigh,  son  of  Dari,  jia  the  bard 
informs  us  in  the  following  rann : 

"  Moran  of  Mann,  of  honor  pure. 
Was  the  child  of  lr.  pom  of  Uinnside ; 
The  sister  ,.f  I-A"-3ii.])i  Ecbeil  aha, 
And  mother  of  Curigh,  sou  of  Dari." 

There  were  three  orders  of  champions  then  coexistent  in  Ire- 
«od;  and  neither  before  them  nor  since  their  time  were  there 
fcund  uny  of  the  children  of  Miledh  who  were  taller,  more  pow- 
^ful,  hardier,  braver  or  more  expert  in  feats  of  valor  and  chivalry 
w»n  they;  for  the  Fiunn  of  Ix:inster  was  not  to  be  compared 
"rtla  them.  The  first  order  of  these  was  composed  of  the  heroes 
0r  lenights  of  the  Red  Branch,  under  Coneobar.  The  second  was 
""TnedVf  the  Gauianraide  (Gowanree)  of  Irrus  Domunnn,  under 
Olilfi  Finn ;  and  the  third  was  composed  of  tho  Clanna  Degaidh 
1(1  "VVcst-Munster,  under  Curigh,  son  of  Dari, 

™    plunderers   of  Cuaíbjiii    (wheu   he        "  Fli'lai3.     Tli'm  foray  was  so  called 

™»      Ferdiidli,  eon    of    Daman.    the  from  Flidaia  or  FuMliais  |F/cesl),  who 

JfiVeat  of  ihe  Guiiiauraídhe  of  Irrus  bt'cfinie  the  wilt!  of  l'Vr;riis  Mac  Roigb, 

n°OUian) ;  and  that -it  trt'intv-avei),  hi)  after  ihe  death   of  her  firat  bnsband, 

•j*  ahfoliy  Ln^aiilti.  L'Riridírtinit' Car-  Olild    I.)ubh   (flwv),  cJiílT  of  the  Fir- 

pn  iikwr.'at  tire  battle  of  ilnrthcmiii.  CraeiUie,  -.no  ul'  the  Belgian  tribes  of 

fflLouth.  siomM.Mllhi-iS^verl.uguidb,  Comianglit. 

■j*  of  Curigh  Mac  Dari. '  Others  say        "  life».    Several  versions  of  die» 

™*  Cuchulainn  was  slain  by  the  sons  talcs,   which  are   partly   poetical  and 

jjj p»liliu.    His  residence  was  at  Dun-  partly  founded  on  fact,  arc  still  extant. 

™B*»n,  now  called  Dnndslk.  Their  publication  would  be  a  vast  boon 

feriiadh,   ton   of  Daman.    This  to  the  students  of  Jrish  antiquities.    Dr. 

™°*>bted  champion  fell  at  Ath-Fhir-  Keating   has  drawn   from  their  pages 

*"«Jli  {Awhirdaa),  or  Ferdiadh'n  Fori,  all  tbaepisodes,  which  he  has  introduced 

M*  Ardcc,  in  the  county  of  Louth.  into  this  part  of  his  history. 
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The  death  of  Curigh,  son  of  Dart,  down  fare. 

The  following  was  the  adventure  whence  came  the  death  of 
Curigh.     The  Heroes  of  the  Rod  Branch,  having  mustered  their 
forces,  went  to  ravage  Mana,  a  sea-girt  isle  not  far  from  Scotland. 
where  there  was  a  great  store  of  gold  and  silver  with  jewels  and 
many  other  articles  of  price,  and  a  beautiful  marriageable  damsel, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  the  lord  of  that  island,  and  who  sur> 
passed  all  the  women  of  her  time  in  form  and  in  feature,  and  her 
name  was  Blathnaid  (Btahnid).     When  Curigh  had  heard  that 
the  Heroes  were  about  going  upon  that  expedition,  he  trans- 
formed himself  by  magic  into  a  false  shape,  so  that  he  might  take 
part  in  the  adventure.     But  when,  under  the  guise  of  jugglers, 
they  were  about  plundering  the  island,  they  judged  that  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  taking  the  chief  fortress,  in  which 
were  Blathnaid  and  all  the  treasures,  both  on   account  of  the 
strength  of  its  fortifications  and  the  number  of  the  men  that 
defended  them.     Then  Curigh,  who  was  disguised  as  a  clown,  in 
a  gray  garb,  said  that  he  would  himself  take  possession  of  the  fort 
for  them,  if  lie  were  only  to  get  his  choice  of  the  jewels  it  contained. 
This  was  promised  him  by  Cuehulainn,  and  they  then  attacked  the* 
fortress,  with  the  clown  in  the  gray  garb  at  their  head,  who  stopped 
the  motion  of  an  enchanted  wheel  that  was  placed  in  the  gate  of 
the  rath,  and  thus  let  all  the  others  in.    They  then  plundered 
it  and  brought  away  Blathnaid  and  all  the  treasures  it  contained. 
They  then  returned  to  Ireland,  and  arrived  at  Emhain ;  and  there, 
when  they  were  dividing  the  treasury,  the  clown  of  the  gray  garb 
demanded  his  choice  thereof,  according  to  the  promise  made  to 
him.     "Thou  wilt  g  t  it,"  said  Cuehulainn.    "  Then,"  replied  he, 
44  Blathnaid  is  my  choice  of  the  treasury."     "  Take  thy  choice  of 
all  the  other  jewels  except  Blathnaid,"  said  Cuehulainn.    4I I  will 
take  no  exchange  for  her,"  said  the  clown  in  the  gray  garh. 
Then  Curigh  made  an  attempt  to  take  Blathnaid  oft)  and,  sur- 
prising her  unperceived,  he  bore  her  away  under  an  enchanted 
(druidic)  mask.     When  Cuehulainn  perceived  that  the  girl  was 
missing,  he  guessed  at  once  that  it  was  Curigh  that  had  taken 
her  ofl',  and  he  forthwith  followed  upon  their  track  to  Munster,  so 
that  he  came   up  with  them  at  Sulchoid"  (Sulloghodr),  where 
the  chamnions  lay  hold  of  each  other;  and  they  contend  with 
valor  ana   courage,   until   Cuehulainn   was  thrown    down  by 
Curigh,  who   then  tied  him   neck  and  heels,*8  and  left  him 

13  Sulóoi'l,  now  Sollofrhod  or  fallow-  *'  he  inflicted  on  him  tho  fettering  of 

head,  on  tht>  borders  of  the  counties  of  the  five  small*,  a  Gaelic  idiom,  signify- 

Tippcrary  mid  Limerick,  nut  fur  from  injr  that  he  bound  his  neck,  wrists  and 

the  town  of  Tipixirary.  ancles." — HMday. 

'*  Tted  him  luck  and  heeb.    literally 
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there  bound  as  a  captive,  having  first  cut  off  his  foe's  liairn 
Willi  hja  sword.  Having  done  this,  he  took  Iil.ithruiil  with 
him  into  West-Munster,  while  Cudiulainn  was  lying  in  lib 
bonds.  But  Laegh,  son  of  Rian  of  Gabra,  soon  caim  up  tad 
!'>.,-.ii  Cui'tnil-iiiin,  after  which  t tiny  both  proeeeilcil  thence  to 
tin;  north  of  Ulster,  where  they  dwelt  near  the  Peaks  of  Boirehi1* 
fur  the  space  of  one  year,  and  ihey  came  not  into  the  :::--  "nH' 
of  the  Men  of  Ulster  until  Cuehulainn's  hair  had  grown.  Then 
at  the  end  of  the  your,  happening  to  be  on  the  Peaks  of  Boirchi, 
he  saw  a  great  flight  of  black  birds  coming  over  the  sea  from  the 
north,  and  when  they  h:id  arrived  at  the  land,  he  pursued  them, 
and  by  a  feat  culled  "tnith-bheim7*"  {Tiihvaim),  killed  one  of  them 
with  lib  sling  in  every  territory  he  passed  through,  until  he  had 
killed  the  last  black  bird  of  them  at  the  stream  of  Bron  in  West- 
Mi;:.  Mr,  On  lib  return  from  the  West,  he  found  Blathnaid" 
alone  near  the  Kinn-glns,  in  Kerry,  where  Curigh0  had  a  fortified 
residence  at  that  time.  There  a  conversation  then  ensued  between 
«Ms.  in  which  the  darnsej  told  him  that  there  was  not  on  the 
«oria'e  fice  a  mau  that  loved  she  more  than  him  ;  and  she  beg- 
ged of  him  to  come  during^  the  ensuing  season  of  Samhain  (All- 
U'dlows)  with  an  armed  host  and  carry  her  off  by  force  or  by 
wile ;  and,  that  he  might  the  more  easily  accomplish  this,  she  said 
ta.it  Aw.  should  herself  take  care  that  Cnrigh  should,  at  that  time, 
ja  ve  but  tew  warriors  or  attendants  around  him.  Cuchnlainn,  prom- 
!*=fl  to  come  loher  at  the  apjioinied  time,  and  then  U»k  hb  leavo 
*<**1  proceeded  back  to  Ubter,  where  he  related  his  adventure  to 
5*miobar. 

In  the  meantime  Blathnaid  tnld  Curigh  that  he  ought  to  build 
for  iiimself  a  stone  fortress8*  tkit  should  exceed  all  the  royal  res- 

"    Cut  i0  his  hair.    He  did  this  for  "  Blsthnaid.    This  name  ia  derived 

"**     greater  humiliation  of  bis  adver-  from   "  lilath"    (Blah)    a    blossom   or 

^y-     So  Irish  chieftain  could  appear  flower.     It  inaj  mean  the  blooming. 

■  Public  without  having  hia  hair  full  "    Curigh    is    said    to    mean,  the 

£°£^n.    The  Irish  wore  the  hair  loo;,  royal  hero  or   wolf-hound,   us   if    Cn- 

?***  **•  considered  disgraceful  for  a  righ    [Cooret)    Cuehnlainn  meaos  the 

™***an  to  appear  in  public  with  it  cat  wolf-hoand  of  Uliulh  or  Ulster,  as  if 

*•**.  On-Olainn. 

-^     Tie  Peats  of  Boirchi.   The  Bcnaa  "  A  Hone  fortress.   Curigh  Mac  Dari 

**J"*slu,  or  Peaks  of  Boirchi,  are  sitn-  had  his  fortress  npon  the  top  of  a  high 

™*ne«r  the  source  of  the  river  Bann  hill,  situated  between  the  bays  of  Caa- 

"OlBter.  tlemain  and  Tralee,  ia  Kerry.     The 

J"  JTah-bheim.     In  O'Reilly's  Irish  ruins  of   this  fortress,  which  is  yet 

™VOI»ry,  this  wortj   jg  translated  a  called  CathairChoarigh(CaAir  Ctmrj) 

*0T'Q'  Wow.     It  seems  in  this  instance  or  the  stone  fortress   of  Curigh,  etui 

™**«*to  mean  a  fining  shot,  or  an  oft-  exist    It  was  a  Cyclopean  strn  " 

"1**  ra«.    The  word  "  Tath,"  the  first    of  circular  form,  and  the  ii •* 

P""*-  of  the  compound,  has  many  mean-  of  the  stones  of  which  it  i 

'if8,  cne.of  which  is  said  to  be  stmigh-  may  have  given  rise  to  the  story  or  the 

■"■  another  aside.  dispersion  of  the  Olanna  Degaidh,  by 


\ 


284  THE  HISTORY  OP  IRELAND. 

idcnc^s  th.it  were  in  Ireland,  and  that  he  might  do  so  by  sending 
the  clans  of  Dcgaidh  to  gather  and  collect  all  the  upright  stones 
in  the  kingdom  for  that  purpose.  Blathnaid's  reason  for  this 
counsel  was,  in  order  that  the  clans  of  Dcgaidh  might  be  dispersed 
in  distant  parts  of  Ireland,  far  from  Curigli,  at  the  time  when 
Cuchulainn  was  to  come  to  carry  her  off.  When  Cuchukinn 
then  heard  that  the  clans  of  Degaiilh"  were  dispersed  in  this  man- 
ner over  Ireland,  he  set  out  privately,  attended  by  an  armed 
band,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  him,  until  ho  had  arrived  at  a 
wood  near  the  residence  of  Curigh.  When  he  had  taken  up  his 
station  therein,  he  sent  her  private  word  of  his  presence  there  with 
an  armjd  force.  The  reply  she  sent  to  him  was,  that  she  would 
herself  steal  the  sword  of  Curigh,  and  then,  as  a  sign  to  him,  that 
she  would  spill  a  pail  of  new  milk,  which  she  had  in  the  fbrt> 
into  the  stream  that  flowed  from  it  into  the  wood  where  Cuchu- 
lainn  lay  in  ambush.  In  a  short  time  after  he  had  received  this 
message,  he  perceived  the  stream  becoming  white  from  the  milk. 
and,  thereupon,  he  led  his  men  straightway  to  the  dwelling,  and 
they  stormed  the  fort  upon  Curigh  and  slew  himself  therein, 
having  found  him  alone  and  without  arms.  They  then  took  off 
Blathnaid  into  Ulster.  Since  that  adventure  the  river  has  ever 
been  named,  Fiun-glas  (i.  c.  the  white  stream)  from  its  having 
been  made  whits  by  the  milk. 

But  the  bard  of  Curigh,  whose  name  was  Fcrkcrtni,  followed 
Blathnaid  into  Ulster,  in  the  hope  of  finding  an  opportunity  of 
killing  her  in  revenge  for  Curigh.  When  arrived  in  there,  he 
found  Coneobar  and  Cuchulainn,  and  company  around  them,  on 
the  promontory  of  Kenn-Bera  (Kan-Barra).  Then,  the  bard, 
seeing  Blathnaid  standing  on  the  edge  of  a  cliff,  came  up  to  her, 
and  clasping  his  arms  around  her,  he  flung  both  himself  and  her 
headlong  down  the  precipice  with  a  bound,  so  that  they  were 
both  Ú\\xa  slain. 

Curigh,  in  search  of  the  upright  stones,  West  Monster,  down  to  a  late  period, 

L  e.  pillar  stones,  at  Blathnaid  a  desire,  notwithstanding  their  subjugation  by 

The  promontory  of  Loophcad,  on  the  the   Ebcrian   chieftain,   Eogan   Mor, 

opposite  shore  of  the  county  of  Clare,  styled  Mogh  Xuadath.    Of  that  net 

wo*  formerly  called  "  Leim  Chonchu-  cumc  the  late  celebrated  chief  of  the 

luinn"  or  Cuchnlainn's  Leap,  for  that  Irish  people  Daniel  O'Connell.     The 

hero  was  fabbnl  to  liavc  leaped  across  Degadians  were  said  to  be  the 


the  in  mth  of  the  Shannon,  when  on  his  of  military  discipline  and  of  the  eqoea* 

way  to  attack  Curigh.  trian  order  in  Munster.    The  principal 

*  C7<fM  of  Dizaidh.    Of  the  tribe  clans  into  which  they  branched,  wen 

of  the  renowned  Curigh  Mac  Dari,  the  the O'Fal vies,  O'Connells  and  O'Sheei 

Dcaadjuns  or  K moans  of  Munster.  gev-  of  Kerry,  the  O'Flmoa,  and  O*] 

craE$bns  continued  to  hold  adistin-  gans  of   Muskcry,    tho  O'Ci 

guisned  pUco  amongst  tho  Bcpta  of  O'Corcorons,  «Stc. 
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MO0ÁJDB.  Ayiw,  ABD-BIOH. 

A.  If.  8968.*    Bocaidh"  Aremh, son  of  Finn,  son  of  Fundon* 
of  Boighnén  Bnadh,  son  of  faamhan  of  Emhain,  son  or 
haol,  son  of  Labraidh  Lore,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón  held  the 
ftotigatj  of  Ireland  for  twelve  years.    He  got  the  surname 

*  Artaur*  because  he  was  the  first  that  dug  a  grav«  in  Ireland ; 
for  "Aremh"  (aurev)  is  the  same  as  "ar  naiznh"  (ar  ooiv)  that  is 
pkmgh  or  dig  a  grave.  And  at  last  this  Eocaidh  fell  by  SidmalT 
at  gramhain*  (now  Frewin),  in  Tébtha. 

XDSB8QKL,  ABD-BIOH. 

*  A.1L8964.*  Eden^l*8onofE(^m,sonof  Olild^son  of  lar, 
sonofDegaidh,  son  ofSin,  son  of  Rosin,  son  of  Trén,  son  of  BothreiL 


of  Jwdil,  son  of  Mani.  son  of  Forga,  son  of  Fsradach,  son  at 
"  ""  '  of  Fiacaidh  Fer-mara,  son  of  Aengos  Tturmech 


Earn,  son 
4t  Temhair,  eon  of  Eooaidh  Folt-lethan,  of  the  line  of  Erimhdn, 
Adit&s  monarchy  of  Ireland  for  sis:  years,  when  he  fell  by  No* 
adath  Nect>  at  Allinn. 

OTJADATH  SECT,  ABD-EIGH. 

JL1LW10*    NnadathNart^sonofSednaSilhbac^sonof 

^±1LWl*s-FtmMa$Un.  In*  «was  toad  by  8i$fcnaH  at 

*&Qámi  XL  Freajhaia/*  Theyassigiitoatmaieig» 

"Jbwat.    It  may  be  ■■mrwd  at  of  fifUm,  white  tbe  annate  of  Otaav 

*ws(  certain,  that  "uaimV  a  frot*,  macnoiae  give  him  a  reign  of  twenty* 

•sa  not  enter  into  the  composition  of  five  years.     Sidmall  or  Sighmall,  hit 

•V  part  of  this  word.     It  is,  moat  slaver,  dwelt  at  Sidh-Nennta  now  Mai» 

f^abh,  the  same  as  the  modern  word  kghshee,  near  Lanesborough  county, 

,  oiremh"  [orrev),  a  ploughman  ;  that  Boscommon. 

J^  if  the  first  syllable  be  short  and  it  M  Fremhain  in  Tebtha,  now  Frewin, 

#ÍL  ^"^  fr°m  "*r"  &*E  or  pbvgk  a  l°fty  bill  on  tbe  shore  of  Lough  Owel, 

ttot*  ,-  if  <he  first  syllable  be  long,  it  in  the  townland  of  Watstown,  parish 

?°«ild  mean  a  counting  or  enumeration,  of  Porlemon    and  county  of   West- 

lm   which  sense  it  is  still  in  use,)  and,  meath. — O'D. 

Po^bly,  a  person  who  counts  or  ettume-  m  A.  M.  6085. — Four  Masters. 

I*6*-     It  n  surprising  that  Dr.  Keat-  M  Edirsgtl,   otherwise,  EidersgeoL 

^f»  or  his  authorities  with  the  obvious  This  prince  was  of  the  Degadians  of 

exa***ptes  of  the  many  Irish  derivative  Munster.    His  father  had  been  king  of 

^T^a,  formed  by  the  addition  of  the  that  province.    Allinn,  where  he  waa 

*™*X  "emh"  or  "amh"  (av)  to  a  sin>  killed,  is  now  called  Knockaulin,  near 

P*^Oot,ahould  have  made  so  far-fetched  Kilcullen,  co.  Kildare.    According  to 

^uioder.    As  well  might  he  tell  us  the  Annals,  just  quoted,  he  reigned  five 

J™*   **  breithemh"  a  judge,  is  derived  years. 

™*  -breith"  a  judgment  and  "uaimh"  •»  A.  M.  5090.— F'mr  Masters. 

•  L  •  &***  "  Nuadath  II.    This  king  was  tip 

t,  f  Sidmati.     The  Four  Masters  say  progenitor  of   the  clann  O'Baeispn, 

«*t    £ocaidh  Aremh,  who  waa  the  who  were  called  the  Fianna  or  Fenians 

«wher  0f  Eocaidh  Feidlech,  the  last  of  Lsinstar  and  who  became  so  cola* 
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Lngaidli  Lotfinn,  son  of  Bresal  Brcc,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Fobrec  of 
the  line  of  Erimhou,  lield  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  fur  half  a 
year.  He  was  called  Niiadath  Ncet  (i.  c.  Nuadath  the  snow-white), 
from  the  word  4inix'w  which  raoaus  snow;  for  the  whiteness  of 
his  skin  was  likened  to  that  of  snow.  This  Nuadath  fell  by 
Conari  Mor,  son  of  Edersgol,  at  the  battle  of  Cliach  in  Ui  Drona*1 

COKARI  MOR,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  M.  3970.M  Conari**  Mor,  son  of  Edersgol,  son  of  Eogan  of 
the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirty, 
or  according  to  others,  for  seventy  years. 

The  reader  must  now  understand  that  the  Ernaide"  tribes  of 
Munster  are  of  the  posterity  of  this  Conari,  as  are  also  those  of 
the  Dal-Riada,  of  Alba ;  and  that  it  was  in  the  time  of  Duach 
Dalta  Degaidh  that  the  Ernaide  came  into  Munster,  whither,  ac- 
cording to  the  Psalter  of  Cormac,  son  of  Culinan,  they  had  been 
driven  by  the  tribe  of  Kudraide,  which  had  vanquished  them  in 


b ratal  under  his  descendant,  Finn,  son  of  the  greatness  of  the  peace  and 

of  Cumhal,  called  Fingal  by  Macphcr-  cord.      His  reign  was    not  thnnder- 

son,  and  vulgnrlv  known  as  Finn  and  producing  or  stormy.    Little  bat  the 

Fioun  Mac  Cool  in  Anglo-Irish  patois,  trees  bout  from  the  greatness  of  their 

"  Magh  Xuadhat"  (Moy  Nooath),  i.  e.  fruit."— It/.    It  is  thus  that  the  Irish 

Nuadath  VI  Main,  now  Muynooth,  in  the  Annalists  figuratively  express  the  peace 

county  of  Kildare  has  taken  its  name  and  plenty  of  their  monarchs'  reigns. 

from  this  monarch.    His  name  is  com-  Theophilus  O'Flanagan  in  the  volume 

monly  prononnced,  Nooa  Naght.  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Gaelic  Soci- 

M  Nfxl  or  rather  "  necht,"  which  may  ety,  heretofore  cited,  has  published  a 

mean  the  same  thing  as  "  snechta"  or  fragment  of  an  ode,  usually  sung  at  the 

*'  snecht"  (Sftnaght),  i.  e.  snow.  inauguration    of  Irish    kings,   which 

v>  Cliich  in  Ui  Prowa,  i.  e.  in  the  shows  what  the  ideas  of  our  ancestors 

present  barony  of  Idronc,  county  Gar-  were  upon  this  subject : 

«"a  a      ai      #ti      e  -vr    *n       /xt      i  Seven  true  witnesses  there  •*• 

''After  the  fall   Of  Nuadlja   (Nuad-  For  monarch'»  broken  falLb— 

ath),  Conari  levied  a  fine  upon  the  Lein-  J*1^  tS°tfta*  "ej  ■*!**  „ 

A    '          i    m      .,     i  .,!•       '  ,,•    *  ±\  To  drive  the  Senate  from  Its  kail: 

Stcr  pooplc  for  the  killing  of  his  father,  To  «train  vindictively  the  lav: 

and  they  resigned  for  ever  to  the  seven  i)ef«u  in  tattle; 

kings  of  Munster,  at  Cashel,  that  tract  ÍÍMa^  «ilk; 

of  Oswry  extending  from  Gowran  10  The  bNirht  of  fruit ;' 

Grian,  as  an  atonement  for  the  murder  Jhe  MtaM  ©f  corn. 

«.,...             ...                  .,      ,  Tbe*e  are  the  eeven  'Md  lights: 

of  that  king,  calling  upon  the  heaven,  That  ahow  the  perjury  of  n»g»    . 

earth,  sea,  land,  sun  and  moon  to  wit- 
ness their  surrender." — See  0<rygta.  w  Ernaide,  otherwise  Earnaidbe  or 
"•A.M.  f>0!)l. — Four  Master*.  Ernai,  and  in  Knglish,  Ernaan*.  H» 
"  Conari  I.  "  It  was  in  the  reign  of  name  properly  belonged  to  a  tribe  of 
Conari,  that  the  Boinn  annually  cast  it»  the  Fcr-Bolgs.  The  Dopadiam  got  ft, 
produce  ashore,  at  Inber  Coljia.  Great  very  probably,  from  having  fixed  then> 
abundance  of  nuts  were  annually  found  selves  in  the  Ernaan  territory,  in  West 
upon  the  Boinn  (B«»yne)  and  thcBuais  Munster,  where  the  Ebcrian  icing,  Ds> 
(Bush).  'Hie  cattle  were  without  keep-  ach,  seems  to  have  placed  his  fosterer 
crs  in  Ireland  in  his  reign,  on  account  Degaidh. 
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•  » 

eight  battles.  They  afterward  acquired  great  power  in  Manager, 
from  the  time  of  Duach  Dalta  Degeidh  to  thatof  Mogh  NuadalL 
an  thai,  according  to  the  Book  of  Minister,  when  the  race  of 

*Sbér  gained  the  supremacy  of  that  principality  for  themaetafc 
the?  drove  the  Ernaansinto  the  extreme  tsrntory  of  Ui  Rathachj* 

aikd  the  isles  of  West  Monster,  and  thus  they  remained  until  the 

time  of  Mogh  Nuacjalh,  by  whom  they  were  finally  expelled. 
Gonari    fell    at    Brui^in-Da-Dherg*    (Breen-daw-yarq),  by 

-AjngkeL*1  the  Short-Sighted,  grandson  of  Oonmac,  and  by  the 

Bona  of  Bonn  Desa,  of  Leinster. 

LUGAIDH  HIABH-N-DERG,  ABD-HiaH. 

A.  M.  4000. '    Logaidh  Biabh-nrderg  (Rxtmarg)  son  of  the 

Knn-Emna  (F\rmavna  or  Finneuma)  sons  of  Eocaidh  Fred- 

.  soD-of  Finn,  sou  of  Finnloga»  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  reigned 

r  inland  for  twenty  years,1  or  as  others*  say,  twenty-ant 

'bargain,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Lochlin,  was  this  Lugpidh.% 

.  ilb.     J?e  was  called  Biabh-n-derg  {Reevmarg)}  i  e.  "of  die 

iked  Cirolee,1^  from  his  having  had  a  red  circle  round  his  nook, 

^nd  toother  round  his  waist.    For  he  was  the  son  of  the  three 

iJHniia4  by  their  own  sister,  namely,  Gfcihra,  daughter  of  Eocaidh 

-!7iJtfliikacA,OQwlTeragb,iii  Kerry,  '  A.MLOM.'  Oooari  havfaff  nk* 

'  E*  BovkQgk,vjd  Eevramh  ed  seventy  yea^  was  skmm  Mm*  *sW 

which  Ireland  remained  to  jet»  «Ms» 

rJr»tótó»  Da  Dhtrg  fa  situated  oa  out  a  kiag^Ot  Jbir  Hfetera. 

sW&otfaair  (JM&)  now  Dodder.  «Luga&hV.   He  reigned  tw«a> 

r  Dublin.    Part  of  the  name  fa  still  six  yews.— LL 

to^o^rred  in  aBothar-oarBruíghneM  (Bo-  »  Red  Circles.    What  proof  fa  the» 

^«  umiftrf  fkt),  Le.  the  road  of  the  "  Brui-  beyond  the  silly  and  senseless  puna  of 

#g2fcmw   (Breen),  or  fort,  a  place  well  which  we  have  already  seen  so  many, 

•«mown  on  that  Biver.    It  fa  otherwise  that   "  Riabh-n-derg,"   or  "  Sriabb-n- 

Briuguen-da-Bherga  (Breenrda-  derg,"  as  it  fa  otherwise  written,  does 

v    )  mean  aftht  red  circles  1    The  general 

*°*  AnkeL    This  Ankel  or  Aingcel,  nature  of  bardic  derivations   should 

is  called  king  of  the  Britons,  because  teach  us  to  be  cautious  how  we  accredit 

~*j  mother  was  Bera,  daughter  of  Ocha,  idle  or  malignant  stories,  that  seem  to 

ce  of  the  Britons  of  Man.    Dekeil  have  no  other  foundation  than  a  forced 

Dartad  were  the  names  of  the  other  and  stupid  play  upon  names  and  titles, 

►^ncipafa  in  the  slaying  of  Gonari,  by  whose  meanings  have  long  since  grown 

a*~hom  they  had  been  previously  banish-  obsolete.    If  it  does  mean  of  red  circles 

d  for    their   misdeeds.     They  were  (or  of  streaks,  stripes,  or  streams,  as 

^Lcted  by  foreigners  in  the  act    Dor-  analogy  seems  to  argue),  the  most  ob- 

ijrCooari's  reign,  we  are  told   by  vious  supposition  is,  that  it  had  its 

^Flaherty  that  the  kings  of  the  Pen-  origin  either  in  some  peculiarity  in  his 

or  provinces  were  Ooncobar  costumejf  not  in  the  red  streams  through 

k,  in  Ulster ;  Carbri  Niafer,  which,  during  the  interregnum  of  five 

Leinster ;  Olild  and  his  queen  Modh,  years  that  succeeded  the  death  of  Oonari 

_  Connaught;    Curigh  MacDari,  in  the  Great,  he  must  have  waded  his 

^■iorth Monster ;  and  Eocaidh  Abradh-  bloody  path  to  the  throne. 

yr*adh,sooofLacta(oftheliiieofEber),  4  San  of  the  three  Finns.    The  hn- 

*x*  8oatk— See  Ogygia.  possibility  of  the  first  part  of  this  coarse 


\ 
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Fcidlech,  whom  they  had  violated  in  a  drunken  fit.  This  fact  is 
recorded  in  the  following  verse,  from  which  we  learn  that 
Clothra,  who  bore  this  Lugaidh  to  her  brothers,  bore  also  Crim- 
thann  Niadnar,  to  the  same  Lugaidh,  her  son.  The  verse  runs 
as  follows : 

"  Lugaidh  Riabh-n-derg,  of  fair  Crimthann 
The  father  was,  though  yet  his  brother  ; 
And  Clothra  of  the  comely  form, 
To  her  own  son  was  grandmother."* 

It  was  thought  at  that  time,  that  the  upper  port  of  Lugaidh1! 
person  bore  a  likeness  to  Nar ;  that  he  resembled  Bros,  between 
the  two  circles,  and  that  his  lower  extremities  were  like  those  of 

and  unnatural  fiction  confutes  itself,  to  fill  up  the  reigns  of  some  of  their 

The  three  Finns  of  Kmhain,  were  slain,  ancient  kings,  coined  idle  stories 

as  we  have  seen,  at  the  battle  of  Drom-  upon,  to  which  they  often  gave  a 

Criaidh,  during  the  reign  of  the  grand-  cious  and  calumnious  coloring,  in 

father  of  this  Lugaidh,  that  is  of  Eo-  to  please  the  prejudices  of  their  own 

caidh  Fcidlech,  who  died,  according  to  tribes  by  depreciating  those  of  their 

the  authorities  followed  by  Keating,  enemies.     It  is  likely  that  those  old 

forty-eight  and-a-half,  but  according  to  names  were  as  little  understood  athoua- 

the  Four  Masters,  ninety  and-a-half  and  years  ago  as  they  arc  now,  and  that 

years  before  Lugaidh's  accession  to  the  they  were  mystic  and  enigmatical  to 

throne.    The  probability  is,  that  Ko-  the  shenachies  of  that  time,  as  ther 

caidh,  whose  grief  for  the  death  of  his  must,  perhaps,  ever  remain  to  those  of 

sons,  Brew,  Nar.  and  I/)thar,  called  the  the  present 

Three  Finns  of  Kmhain,  was  notorious,  *  To  her  own  ton  wa*  granenotlkr. 

got  the  name  of  his  grandson,  by  his  0' Flaherty,  in  his  Ogyiria,  confutes  this 

daughter,  inserted  in  the  Erimonian  repulsive  assertion,    lie  shows  that,  in 

pedigree,  immediately  after  those  of  his  order  to  believe  it,  we  must  suppose 

three  sons  or  that  he  willed  that  it  that  King  Lugaidh,  who,  as  he  proves 

should  be  so ;  for  it  is  not  probable  to  us  had  died  in  the  prime  of  fan  fifet 

that  Lugaidh,  who  died  in  the  prime  of  should  have  lived  on  to  about  the  ago 

life,  sixty-eight    year?,   according   to  of  eighty,  at  which  advanced  period  of 

some,  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  ac-  his  existence  a  child  should  have  bom 

cording  to  others,  after  his  grandfather's  born  to  him  by  a  woman,  who  shoaH 

death,  was  even  born  duriug  the  letter's  have   then    considerably  passed    hat 

lifetime.     We   shall  hereafter  see  a  hundredth  year;  and,  to  demonstrate 

better  authenticated  example  of  a  simi-  the  absurdity  and  utter  impossibility  of 

lar  insertion  on  the  ancestral  tree,  in  the  whole  talc,  he  proves  that,  in  order 

the  case  of  the  Kbcriami.  where  Olild  to  maintain  it,  we  must  assert  that 

Flann  Mor,  king  of  Munster,  dying  Crimthann,  the  son  so  born,  was 

without  issue,  ml  opts  hU  brother,  Olilu  enough  to  have  engaged  in 

Flann  Rcít.  as  hU  son,  nnd  wills  that  affairs  at  the  age  of  two  yean.    Its) 

hn  should  l>c  named  as  such  in  the  pedi-  same  learned  antiquary  fully  proves, 

grcc  of  his  tribe.     \V«  may  here  sur-  that  Lugaidh  Riabn-u-dcrg  conn  not 

inisc,  that  ufu  r  the  destruction  or  ex-  have  been  born  during  his  grandfather^ 

purgation  of  the  Pagan  records  by  St.  lifetime,  and,    consequently,    thai  he 

Patrick  and  the  early  fathers  of  the  could  not  have  been  the  son  of  tin  three 

Irish  Church,  the  bards,  having  been  Finns,  who  were  slain  early  in  hie 

left  nothing  but  bold  names  and  titles  grandfather's  reign. 
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-totXar,  Lugaidh  ended  his  life  by  flinging  himself  upon  hk 
°*--«i  sword;  or  he  died  of  grief  for  his  children-* 

COKCOBAB  ABRADH-RUADH   ABD-BIGH. 

-*^W  M.  4020.'  Concobar*  Abradh-ruadh,  son  of  Finn  the  poet, 
wtx  of  RosaJtuadh,  son  of  Fergus  Fargi,  son  of  Nuadnth  Nect, 
°f  "*-he  line  of  Erimhon,  enjoyed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for 
od^es.   year.   He  was  called  Concobar  Abradh-ruadh  (Concovnr  Avra- 

"c*^,  from  the  red  browa  that  overhung  his  eyes.     He  fell  by  the 

^-**i  of  Crimthann  tiiadnar. 

CRIMTHANN   NIADH-NAIR,    A11D-  ]■:  !■ :  II . 

-A.  M.  4023.»  Crimthann  Niadh-Nair,  aon  of  Lugaidh  Riabh- 
^"^i-Wg,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon  reigned  over  Ireland  for  sixteen 
yesars,  Uc  was  called  Niadh-Nair,"  (Nnea*Nauir),  i.  e.  the  ubash- 
w*  Arro,  because  he  was  ashamed  of  his  birth,  having  been  the 
*•>**  of  his  brother,  by  their  common  mother. 

tt  was  this  Crimthann  that  went  on  the  famous  expedition" 

"    Children.    The  Annals  of  Hie  Four  "  Nunffi-Nair.     Sufficient  nvidencs 

"astro  limply  any  that   "  be  died  of  has  been  adduced  in  the  notes  upon  the 

Ejiof ;"  ihe  Clonm&cnoiíe,  that  "he  died  reign  of  thiB  king's  father,  to  prove  the 

"•".  conceit  lie  tcn<k  of  the  death  of  bis  repuUive  Itgenl  opon  which  this  deriv- 

■'fe  Denrorgil."  atioa  ia  founded  to  be  an  idle  and  iin- 

"  King  Digaiilh'p  wives  were  Crifun-  possible,  and  perhaps  a  malicious,  fle- 

EV  ot  North  IJritain,  ami  t'erhoreallu,  t  ion— that  is.  il"  the  legend  lie  not  ilaclf 

"'  I^iphwid,  (Lwlilin,)  now  called  Den-  baill  npon  forced  interpretations  of  the 

""ark.    Those   who   write   that,  being  terms    "  Riabb-n-dnrji"   and  "  Niadb- 

*t*"Uck  with  sudden  remote  for  having  Noir."     In  the  followiuf;  extract  from 

«°w»nvttai  itirfw;  nil],  l,i-  iiií.iIht,  and  l»r.  0'l>.>iiflvnu,s  work,  already  >o  often 

J"*    *™>  sword,   have  not   considered  of   this  surname,   that,   though  much 

í~**  **>  son  which  she  was  said  to  have  more  poetic,  is  perhaps  much  nearer  to 

■^^bamwas  not  posthumous,  bnt  was  the  truth. 

**_ "W  age  to  claim  bis  birthright,  a        "  Expedition.     The    Leabkar   Oab- 

f°*p  after  his  rattler's  death.    Neither  kola  of  the  O'Cleries  contains  a  poem 

i*ve  ftsj  considered  that  Cloth»  must  of  seventy  -two  verses,  ascribed  to  King 

™^°  beta  long  past  child-bearing,  not  Crimthann  himself,  in  which    he   da- 

L^T  before  the  end,but  long  before  the  scribes  the  articles  be  brought  into 

£S*»iiii]jr  of  his  reign.     The  more  pro-  Ireland   on   this  occasion.     It  begins 

J?^*  op»úon  is,  that  he  pined  away  "Ma  do  oodk  an  eaclitra  n-an,"   l  c. 

F  -**»  premature  death  of  his  wife,  "  fortunate  that  I  went  on  the  delight- 

í^fborgalla." — 0' Flaherty's   Ogygia.  fnl  adventure."  Bat  no  mention  is  mode 

«"T  tht  latter  fact,  this  antiquary  cites  of  the  countries  into   which  lie  went. 


\ 


n^r^Ukorities  of  GilUv-Caemhan,  the    It  is  fabled  that  be  ..... 

aJTj*  °'  l«can,  the  Annals  of  Tigher-    on  this  expedition  by  his  BaailtannAm, 

»■**!  »ud  Those  of  Donegal,  or  female  sprite,  named  Naib,  from 

»     A.  M.  6132. — Four  Matter..  whom  he  was  called    Niash  Nsm, 

•    Cosoobam  I.  (Nma  Nairn,)  i.  e.  Nair's  hero,  which, 

A.  M.  5183.— Four  Matter*.  mtvemon  romantic  than  that  disgaat 

19 
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beyond  the  sea,  and  brought  home  with  him  several  extraordi- 
nary and  costly  treasures,  among  which  were  a  gilt  chariot  and 
a  golden  chessboard,  inlaid  with  three  hundred  transparent  gems, 
a  tunic13  of  various  colors,  and  embroidered  with  gold.  He  also 
brought  off  a  victorious  sword,  ornamented  with  a  variety  of  ser- 
pents, beautifully  wrought  thereon  in  refined  gold :  a  shield,  em? 
bossed  with  pure  silver;  a  spear  from  whose  wouna  no  one  could 
recover ;  a  sling  that  never  missed  the  mark ;  two  hounds  leashed 
together  by  a  silver  chain,  worth  a  hundred  cumhals,1*  with  inanjr 
other  treasures  which  we  shall  not  name  here. 

In  the  twelfth  year14  of  this  king's  reign  was  born  Our 
Saviour,  Jesus  Ciiuist. 

C  rim  than  n7s  death  was  occasioned  by  a  fall  from  his  horse, 
which  proved  fatal  in  a  short  time;  and  others  add,  that  this 
event  took  place  at  Dun  Crimthann,  near  Benn  Edar,  (now 
Uowth),  about  six  weeks  after  his  return  from  his  expedition. 

Extract}*  from  Úie  Annals  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  by  the  F\mw 

Masters. 

li  The  Age  of  Christ,  10.  The  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Cast 
bri  Kinncait,  after  he  had  killed  the  nobility,  except  a  few 
who  escaped  from  the  massacre  in  which  the  nobles  were  mur- 


ing one  given  by  Keating,  obviously  u  The  Annals  of  the  Few 

from  some  Monster  calumniator  of  the  record  this  event  thus : u  The  Irst  year 

race  Heremon,  (Erimhdn.)   The  follow-  of  the  Age  of  Christ,  and  the  «%■•*  of 

lowing  notice  of  this   expedition   is  the  reign  of  Crimthann  NiaaKnsJr." 

given  in  the  Annals  of  Clonmacnoise :  There  is  thus,  relatively  to  Crimthanafr 

44  It  is  reported  that  he  was  brought  reign,  a  discrepancy  of  four  yean  bs> 

by  a  fairy  lady  into  her  palace,  where,  tween  them  and  Dr.  Keating.    Irish 

alter   great   entertainment    bestowed  authorities  differ  considerably  an  to  the 

upon  him,  and  after  having  enjoyed  the  reign  in  which  the  birth  of  the  flarionr 

society  of  one  another,  she  bestowed  a  took  place,  some  arguing  that  it  tank 

gilt  coach   (chariot)  with  a  sum  of  place  in  that  of  Conari  Mar,  wtrilt 

money  on  him,  as  a  love  token,  and  soon  others  put  it  back  as  far  as  the  rsajpj 

after  lie  died.    O'FIaherty  [See  note  of  Factna  Fathach. 

(Nuir)  p.  294]  says  that  this  Nair  was  u  Extract.    Dr.  Keating,  fcr  sosss 

Crimthann' s  queen." — (?D.  unexplained  reason,  has  mispteeed  tkl 

11  A  tunic,  called  otherwise  "  Cedaoh  reign  of  Carbri  Kcnn-cait,  in  eoefaev 

Orimthainn,"  i.  c.  Crimthonn's  cloak,  diction  to  all  our  antiquarians.    Am  he 

It  is  evident  that  this  cloak  was  cele-  has  been  decidedly  mistaken  m  tins»  the 

orated  in  Irish  romances. — O'D.  editor,  before  continuing  the  Doetorli 

ls  Worth  a  hundred  cumhals.    Ano-  narrative,  has  deemed  it  right  to  insert 

thcr  version  of  this  story  says,  "  which  in  his  text,  the  above-given  extract 

chain  was  worth  a  hundred  '  cumhals.'"  containing  the  reigns  of  three  kings, 

Cumhal  {Cuval  or  Cooat)  is  translated  that  the  reader  may  not  be  set  asT 

aneilltM,  i.  e.  female  servants  or  slaves,  as  to  the  regular  order  in  which 

by  Lynch.    Other  authorities  say  that  Irish  kings  succeeded  one  another,  dnr» 

a  "  cumhal "  was  of  the  value  of  four  ing  what  seems  to  have  been  a  most 

•owe  critical  period  in  the  exjeteeee  ef  the 


Tint  mwroRY  or  irfi-akd. 

«riewd  by  tfa>  Atliach'Tiiatha."  These  ar*  the.  three  neWv  who  e*> 
■■ríaorl  from  them  nt  that  time:  Foradach   Fian-fectnaeh,  fro» 

^tlioin  arc  sprang  all  the  race  «f  Cuttn  <if  tin?  Hundred  Battles; 
^TSuwti  Tiu'i'li,  from  whom  «r«  the  Dul  Amide;  nod  Cbrt 
«flam,  from  whom  ar*>  the  kings  of  tha  Koganachts,  in  Munster. 
-And  as  to  flute,  it  «*>  in  tln-ir  m-dhera*  wombs  th*ty  cftsapsd. 

iíaíni,  ilanghkT  of  the  kinj;  of  Aib;i,  wxs  tho  irmllmror  I'V-ntiiindi11 

<jaelic  nation.    The  translation  here  indeed,  was  the  condition  of  Ireland 

Iginen  is  Dr.  O'Donovan's,  with  snmc  during  thi'  time  nf  lljis  Ciirbri,  fur  Ihc 

-M'gtil  change  in  the  jrj«?1Iiiipjr  of  proper  earth   did  nut  yield   its  fruits  to   the 

t,  which  U  made  in  order  to  B^ree  Atlnc.dli  lAer  ihe  gnat  innrdcr  of  the 


witlitbe  system,  with  regard  tit  Bath  nobility  of  Ireland.  .*>  Uial  the  corn, 
Bam<»  «lifcb  had  been  hitherto  followed  frails  and  produce  of  Ireland,  were  bar- 
iu    t.Vis  wwk.  ren ;  for  there  used  to  be  but  one  «rain 


'  .Itiaik-Tui/'i'i.iiiliiTiYk.'  Vithciii-h-  upon  the  stilk.oac  «corn  upon  tin-  oak, 

Ttut  th»  (AkaeH-Tcxilui).     ••  Tins  MM  and  OM  nut  upon  (fee  fanSBL     l'ruitlaw 

is      t  «sadly  latinised   •Attncotli.'     I'r.  wan  bar  harbors  f  mllklew  her  rattle  | 

O'CwDnr  rails  them  the  (jiant   Ilacc  ;  so  that  a  rami  famine  prevailed  da. 

Wfc   Hr,  Lynch  and  olliera,  the  t'leUiiua  riiijr  the  tive  ftWi  that  Ourbri  wu*  id 

«sv*2*3.    They  were  the   descvudatjltt  nf  tin:   njvcreifc'uly.      L'arbri    alXcrward» 

<he?  l-Vr-Bolys  and  other  colonies,  who  died,  nud  the  Attacotti  ufléred  tbe  so»- 

•we*   treated  as  a  ecrvilo   and   hdcit  ereigiity  to  Mown,  son  of  Cnrbri.    Ho 

^•^  bj  *e  ttoutl  (or  tlaels).     In  the  wn»  a  truly  iiil«I%-nl  and  learned  mam, 

J*»bh»r  Gabbala  (low  fturun/a)  of  and  said  that  be  would  MM  Moa|  of 

<he  ti,Orie«,a  more  detailed  account  it,  a»  it  was  not  hi»  hereditary  right, 

"'    'lie  murder  of  the  M  ikainn  nubility  and,  moreover,  he   said    that  scarcity 

hy  _Oi»  t'er-Holjiic  pllhnsn»  is  riven,  of  and  famine  woold  not  cente  until  thoj 

•W-li  tla>  till  owing  Id  a  literal  trans-  should  send   fur   the   three   legilimaU» 

^'"n  :  heirs,  to  the  foreign   countries,  nam.ilj, 

"  '  The  Attacotti  nf  Ireland  obtained  Feradnrli    Finnlicluaili.   Curb    Olnin, 

£***  wijOTtr  the  nobility.  »o  that  the  and  Tibrndi  Tireeh,  mid  elect  Feradoch 

*****  were  all  cut  off  exeupt  those  who  an  kinjr.  lor  Ia  him  it  was  due,  ueenw» 

his   li.rli.-r  was   killv.l   by  them  in   (ba 

massacre   we  have  mentioned,  whence 

_  his  mother,  Baini,  bad  esoapud.     Tbie 

***hcir  own  race,  as  tlieirking.     These  vudooeaj  V  nTHVl'l  inBfHfrfifn :  and 

•j";  Uu:  three  nobles  that  escaped   from  it  was  to  invite.  HmdkN  ''■>  be  cleclal 

~'«  aiaaacre,  namely,  Ftradaeh  Finn-  Uw>  ^1"1  HffTlW  MB*   'be  celebrated 

■■ilrnioh,  from  whom  are  dieeeu  I'd  all  I'dliaeht.  (orjaitht)  or  TeeUmeut.     The 

j«  race  of  OOM  of  tlic  Hnndri.tl  I!at  noblea  were  aftorwanbi  sent  fur,  awl  the 

Jj**  '•  'I'ihradi  Tireeh,  frum   «hum  are  Attaeotti    swore  by  the  hcavoo    and 

**  I*»l  Araide  ;  and  Otirb  Oltim,  from  earth,  Sun,  Moon  and  all  tlai  elements, 

™JW  are  the  noblea  of  tbe  race  of  that  they  would  be  obedient  to  then» 

"™*  Finn.    Those  sons  were  in  their  and  their  descend  nuts,  a»  long  ai  tbe 

T^fasrf  wombs   when    they  escaped  sea   should   surround    Iiclar.d.      Tlmj 

J*1   the  massacre ;    and  each  of  tin;  then  eatnc  to  Ireland,  and  settled  each 

■«•miei-iis went  respeetiv.d'v over  v».  in   lii^    h.mlitarv   reirion.  namely,  TU 

"•'«i.rtíaiíhter   of  llv    l.n,'"..f  Aibu  l.n.i  T,--,  'i  -i.  'I.e.  :t-i  m'  1   1-ter ;  (>rl> 

"•the  tnother  of  Frr^iaob  ;  Cra.fi.  (Ham  ia  the  sooth,  oyer  Muastar ,  and 

T"thlsr  of  the  king  of  Britain,  was  Feradach  Finnfectnacb,  at  Temhair  el 

•jljMtaer  of   Oorb  Olum,  who  was  the  kings.'  " — O'Dowuan. 

^her^iie  called  Derftinoi ;  and  Ami,  "  FiraituJi.     Conn  of  the  Hundred 

**ghter  of  the  king  of  Saxony,  was  -Battle»,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  nwafaef 

uk  tiother  of  Tibradi  Tireeh.    Evil,  the  royal  tribes  of  Ulster  and  Con- 
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Finn-frctnaeli ;  Cruifi,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Britain,  was  the 
mother  of  Corb  Olum  ;u  and  Aini,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Sax* 
ony,  was  the  mother  of  Tibradi  Tircch.1* 

44  The  Age  of  Christ,  14.  Carbri  Catkenn,  after  haying  been 
five  years  in  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  died.  Evil  was  the 
6tate  of  Ireland  during  his  reign ;  fruitless  her  corn,  for  there 
used  to  be  but  one  grain  on  the  stalk ;  fruitless  her  rivers;  milk- 
less  her  cattle ;  plentiless  her  fruit,  for  there  used  to  be  but  one 
acorn  on  the  oak. 

u  Son  to  this  Carbri  was  the  very  intelligent  Morann,  who  was 
usually  called  Morann  Mac  Maein.10 

44  The  Age  of  Christ,  15.  The  first  year  of  Feradach  Finn- 
fectnach  as  king  over  Ireland.  Gooa  was  Ireland  during  his 
time.  The  seasons  were  right  tranquil.  The  earth  brought 
forth  its  fruit ;  fishful  its  river-mouths ;  milkful  the  kine ;  heavy- 
headed  the  woods. 

44  The  Age  of  Christ,  86.  Feradach  Finn-fectnach,  son  of  Crira- 
thann  Niadhnair,  after  having  spent  twenty-two  years  in  the 
sovereignty  of  Ireland,  died  at  Tcmhair. 

44 The  Age  of  Christ,  37.  The  first  year  of  FiATACH  Finn* 
son  of  Dari,  son  of  Dluthach,  in  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland. 

naught,  was  his  fourth  descendant.  The  strafed  to  Dr.  Keating'  his  mistake  a 

royal  tribes  (the  Mac  Morroughs,  Sec),  placing  Carbri's  usurpation  three  reign 

of  I/sinster,  are  not  of  his  posterity, so  later  than  it  really  was.    "Mr.  Moon 

that  their  ancestor  must  have  escaped  states  in  his  History  of  Ireland,  that 

the  slaughter,  as  well    as  the  three  the  administration  of  this   co 


chiefs  named  above.  succeeded  in  earning  for  his  king  fFe» 

11  Corb  O'um.    His  fourth  descend-  radach)  the  honorable  title  of   'Till 

ant  was  Olild  Olum,  ancestor  of  all  the  Just/  and  that,  under  their  joint  swajt 

royal  tribes  of  Munstcr.    Some  of  the  the  whole  country  enjoyed  a  InD  of 

Hercmonian  Ernaans  or  Dcgadiara  of  tranquillity  as  precious  as  it  was  ran;" 

West  Munstcr,  the  O'Falvies.  O'Con-  but  the  O'CIcry's  assert  (m  tkt  trm* 

dcIIh.  (VShcas,  Ac,  must  have  likewise  last  quoted),  that  "Feradach  piouocdrt 

escaped  the  massacre  of  Magh-Bolg,  to  extirpate  the  Athach-Tuatba,  or  to 

for  they  are  not  of  the  race  of  any  of  put  them  under  great  rent  and  •errt' 

those  here  mentioned.  tudc,  to   revenge  upon  them  the  er| 

19  Tibradi  Tirecii  reigned  over  Ul-  deed  they  had  committed  in  mi 

ster  for  thirty  years.     He  was  the  an-  the  nobility  of  Ireland. — &F. 

oestor  of  the  Magcnirses  and  their  co-  M  Fiatacii  Fimk.    The 

relatives  ;  but  other  Gaelic  septs  of  Uic  father  of  this  king  was  apparently  not 

Irian  Btock,  such  as  the  O'Moores,  the  involved  in  the  slaughter  of  Magh-Bc%: 

O'Connors  Kerry  and  Corcomroe,  &c.f  From  him  was  descended  the  Dal-Fle» 

are  not  of  his  posterity,  so  that  their  tach.a  warlike  tribe  seated  in  the  pre* 

ancestors  must  nave  also  escaped.  ent  county  of  Down.    Mae  Doalev% 

u  Morann  Mic  Miein.    This  fact  who  offered  such  brave  to  8ir  Joha  111 

of  Morann  Mac  Maein's  having  been  Courcy,  in  the  12th  century,  was  heal 

the  son  of  Carbri  Kcnn-cait,  and  his  of  the  tribe.    The  editor*!  copies  of 

having  been  the  promoter  of  Ferad-  Keating  call  this  king  Fiaeaidh  FiHfc 

ach'8  elevation  to  the  throne  after  his  and  his  descendants  Dal 
father's  death,  ought  to  have  demon-' 
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•*The  Age  of  Christ,  39.  This  Fiataoh  Finn  (from  wlmm  m 
th^  Dal  Fiatach,  in  Uladh),  after  having  bean  three  years  in  the 
» -v-*reignty  of  Ireland,  was  killed  by  Fiachaidh.  Finnfolaidh. 

**  The  age  of  Christ,  40.  The  first  year  of  the  reign  of  FiAcitAiim 
Fc^TNFOLAtDH  over  Ireland. 

*  *  The  Age  of  Christ,  fit!.  Fiachaidh  Finnfolaidh,  after  having 
bs^m  seventeen  years  in  the-  sovereignly  of  Ireland,  was  killed 
b/~  ihe  provincial  king^  at  the  instigation  of  the  Athaeh-Tuatha, 
in  "^lia  slaughter  of  .Ylagli-liolg."  These  were  the  provinei;il 
kin^ja  by  whom  he  was  killed:  Elim,  son  of  Conra,  king  of  Ul- 
ster- j  Sanb,  son  of  Keth  Mac  Mugach,  king  of  Conuaught ;  For- 
bri,  son  of  Finn,  king  of  Muuster,  and  Eueaidh  Ankenri,  king 
of  X>.i[iater.  lie  left  of  children  but  one  son  only,  who  was  in 
th-e:  wutnb  of  Ethni,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Alba.  Tuathal 
WE*-s  Ills  (the  son's)  name. 

*  ■  The  Age  of  Christ,  57.  The  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Elim, 
bou   of  Coaro. 

**  Tie  Age  of  Christ,  76.  Elim,  son  of  Conra,  after  having 
DttOn  twenty  years  in  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  was  slain  iu  the 
ra-tt.k-  of  Acbill,"  by  TuftttaeJ  Toottnar.  God  took  veng»  anee  09 
ti>Q  Atliach-Tuaiha  for  their  ovil  deed,"  during  the  time  that 
Elim  was  in  llio  sovereignty,  namely  :  Ireland  WW  without  corn, 
without  milk,  without  fruit,  without  fish,  and  without  every 
other  great  advantage,  since  the  Athach-Tuatha  had  killed 
FjOcWah  Finnolaidh  in  the  slaughter  of  Magh-Dolg,  till  the  time 
of  Tuitual-Tuctmar." 

I 
**  Hazti  /Jn/g-,  i.e.  the  Rofcrian  Plain,    Conull  Ki-iirnachiiiidF  Tpiii  Ma1-'  Ht'ijili 
WW  MiiyljuU'ii,'.  a  psrisli  in  tlic?  «outh-    were  not  involve,!  therein.     The  close 
vftu.Mtcndmg  into  .-    J^»*^^™  »£  ^  J**^  ^ 

** itili  of  Skreen,  near  Tarn,  in  Meath.  ians,  shovs  the  partial  nature  or  the 

— 07).  slaughter  committed  by  the  oppressed 

Evil-Dud.     That  the  «laughter  of  rams.     It  is  likely,  then,  that  the  mos- 

™  8»w-CIaana.  i.  e.  free  clans  or  no-  Bacre,  in  both  the  inanrrectione  above 

™tj  of  the  Gaels,  was  not  eo  general  recounted,  was  confined  to  a  few  of  the 

*  i*pn»ented  verbally  in  the  hyper-  chieftains  of  the  more  dominant  fnra- 
™*  Mwonts  given  of  the  first  insur-  ilies  of  the  Milesian  tyrants  of  the  At- 
"**  of  the  plebeians,  may  be  easily  tacotti.  —  It  is,  indeed,  questionable 
•J01  (niB  the  events  recorded  in  onr  whether  the  vast  majority  of  the  pres- 
2*  »nd  other  records,  as  having  ent  descendants  of  the  Melesiana  would 
J"6"  place  soon  after.  It  is  evident  now  qualify  tbat  strangle  for  freedom 
"*«  ancestors  of  the  Leiaiter  royal  on  the.  part  of  theunfree  tribea  by  the 
■™*i  of  the  Dal-Piatach  or  Ulster,  nama  of  evil  dad.  «  Tempora  nmn- 
™ "jMe  of  Connri  Mor  or  the  Ernaans  tantur  et  nos  matamnr  in  "lis."  Tht 
™  *raster,nud  several  tribes  through-  timet  have  thonged,  and  toe  have  changed 
OM  lial^  ^  t[,e  raet8  ^r  ^  ir):la3i  0llr  minis — 0Tl  g  wcrr  time  we  had. 
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Dr.  Keating'*  History  resumed. 

FERADACH  FINN-FECTNACH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  4*  Fcradacli  Finn-fcctnach,  son  of  Crirathann  Niadh- 
Nair?  son  of  Lugaidh  Eiabh-n-Derg,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón, 
ruled  Ireland  for  twenty  years.  (Nair*  Taethcaech,  daughter  of 
Loich,  son  of  Dari,  was  tiie  mother  of  Fcradach.)  He  was  called 
Feradach  Finn-fectnach  {F infaghlnagh\  Feradach  the  Fair 
and  Righteous,  because  justice  and  truth  were  upheld  in 
Ireland  during  his  reign.  It  was  while  he  was  monarch 
that  Morann,  son  of  Maen  flourished.  This  was  that  impar- 
tial brehon  who  possessed  the  Collar  of  Morann."  'It  was 
the  property  of  this  collar,  when  placed  round  the  neck  of  a 
brehon,  about  to  deliver  a  false  or  unjust  judgment,  that  it  was 
wont  to  contract  tightly  round  his  throat,  which  it  continued  to 
compress,  ever  until  he  should  deliver  a  righteous  judgment  It 
bad  a  like  power  in  the  case  of  the  man  who  came  to  bear  false 
witness,  and  squeezed  his  throat  until  it  had  forced  him  to  ac- 
knowledge the  truth.  From  this  collar  has  come  the  old  saving, 
which  is  used  in  wishing  that  the  Collar  of  Morann  were 
placed  on  the  neck  of  him  that  comes  to  give  testimony,  in  order 
that  he  might  t>e  forced  to  declare  the  truth.  And  the  righteous 
Feradach  died  at  Liatrum. 

FIACHAIDH  FINN,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  24."    Fiacaidh  Finn  "(from  whom  the  Dal-Fiacach  tribe 

*  A.  D.  15. — Four  Matters.  roantic   talc   about    that    monarchls 

"  Aa#r#— This  important  entry  rela-  *•  Bainleannan"  (Bantannaan)  or  laity 

tivc  to  the  mother  of  Feradach  and  mistress,  cited  in  the  note  upon  his  for- 

wife  of  Crumthann,  the  Hero  of  Nair,  eign  expedition.    (Sec  note  11,  p.  289). 

is  found  in  a  copy  of  Keating,  trans-  v  Collar  of  Morann,  called  in  Irish,- 

scribed  in  1753  by  William  0  Siodh-  "  Idh  Mhoramn"  (fftorrnm),  L  e.  the 

chain  (William  O'Shcehan),  of  Cul-an-  Collar  or  Chain  of  Morann.    "Thk 

Mhota    (Coolanvota),  near    Kanturk,  chain  is  mentioned  in  scTcral 


county  of  Cork,  and  approved  of  by  tlio  taries  on  the  Brehon  Laws,  as  one  of 

celebrated  Munater  antiquary  and  bard,  the  ordealB  of  the  ancient  Irish." — 07). 

tioghan    O'Caeimh   (OwenO'Keeflb),  Fcradach  appointed  Morann    as   nil 

which  has  been  kindly  lent  to  the  ed-  chief  brehon  or  judge,  immediately  after 

itor    by    the   transcriber's   grandson,  his  own  accession  to  the  throne.    Sou* 

Jaims  \Shechan,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  say  that  this  just  jud«re  wascalMMae 

barristcr-atrlaw.      Jt    clearly    shows  Macin,  from  his  mother,  in  order  to 

whemr  kin?    Crimthann.  Feradach  s  avoid  the  odium  attached  to  the  name 

fat  Int.  had  hi»  ramame  ••  Xtcdh-Xuir."  of  his  father,  the  plebeian  usurper  Ctar» 

H  I  H'a»  out  t  lie  assertion  of  O' Flaherty  bri  Cat-Kenn,  who  appears  to  havt 

heretofore  cited,  and  confutes  the  re-  been  the  Cromwell  of  Celtic  IrenmL 
pulsivcrtymulofry  friven  to  < -runithann's       "  A.  D.  37. — Four  Masters. 
surname  by  our  author,  in  tivatin?  of        *  Fiacaidh  V.,   called    othenrist, 

that  monarch's  nMirn.    It  also,  in  some  Fiataoh  (Feetagh).    (See  extract  before 

Dkusure,  explains  the  origin  of  the  ro-  given.) 
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»  sprung),  son  of  Dari,  son  of  Pluthach,  son  of  Desin,  son  of 
Eocaidh,  son  of  Sin,  eon  of  Roisin,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  three  years,  and  then  fell  by 
Kacaidli  Finnolaidh. 

FIACAIDH   FISNOLAIDU,  ARD-RIGH. 

-A.  D.  28.w    Fiaeaidh  Finnolaidh,81  sou  of  Feradach  theRight- 
*ons,    of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
for  t  wenty -seven  years.     lie  received  the  surname  of  Finnolaidh, 
i-  e-  t  he  white  cow?,  from  the  whiteness  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
cattle  of  Ireland  during  his  reign;  for  "Olaidh"  or  "folaidh" means 
^h.©  same  thing  as  cow.     (It  was  in  the  time  of  Fiaeaidh  Finno- 
laitlli,  that  the  masterdora  of  the  world  was  enjoyed  for  two 
years  by  Titus  Vespasian us,a  who  destroyed  the  city  of  Jerusa- 
lem,  in  A.  I).  40  {correctly  70),  in  vengeance  for  the  blood  of 
Christ,    At  that  time  the  people  of  Titus  were  known  to  sell 
nasty  of  the  Jewish  race  for  one  penny,  because  of  the  buying 
of  Jubus  by  the  Jews  for  thirty  pence  from  Judas).     The  reader 
should  he  here  informed,  that  according  to  Stow's  Chronicle,  there 
were  some  Scots  dwelling  in  Alba  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  27, 
that  is,  when  Fiaeaidh  Finnolaidh  was  king  of  Ireland,  and  be- 
fc^e  Carbri  Riada  was  yet  alive.    It  was  by  the  plebeian  tribes, 
or  Atbaeh-Tuatha  of  Ireland,  that  this  Fiaeaidh  was  treacher- 
ously murdered. 

CARBRI   KESN-CAIT,  ASD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  54."  Carbri  Kenn-Cait**  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ixe- 
■*»4  He  was  the  son  of  Dubthach,  son  of  Rughri,  son  of  Dith- 
«ra.  TJaridnach,  son  of  Tath  Tedmannach,  son  of  Luigni  Liath 
kenn,  »n  of  Oris  Eclonnach,  son  of  Emdolb,  son  of  Rmdal,  who 
was  called  the  son  of  the  king  of  Lochlin,  and  who  had  come 
"itfl  Labraidh Loingsech  to  the  fortress  of  TnAim-Tennbaethj" 
though  others  say  that  he  was  of  the  race  of  the  Fer-Bolgs.  He 
^ipwd  for  five  years,  and  then  died  of  the  plague.    He  was 

*  A-  D.  40.— Four  Masters. 

^Íuoaidb  VX    He  was  bat  sev-  heroach,  ii_ . 

™Kt>  yarn  In  the  sovereignty,  accord-  enumerate  as  such  Fiatach  or  Fiachaidh 

j^  to  the  Four  Masters.     The  name  Finn,  the    predecessor   of   Fiachaidh 

*  fwoanced  Fugha  Fmnullee.  Fiunolaidh.     He  makes  him  but  king 

-Tan,    VespaiiaJiim.      This   entry  or   Emhain    or    Emania,   for  sixteen 

™«o  brackets,  is  fonnd  but  in  one  years,  which  ÍB  thought  to  be  correct, 

"toe  translator's  MSS.  though  he  was  more  powerful  than  the 

A-D.  10.— Four  Masters.  actual  king  of  Ireland. 

Cmw  L     This  is  the  monarch  so        "  Tuaim  Tennbaéth  ( Toofm  Tnwaih) 

r^Kxutably  displaced  by  Dr.  Eeat-  is  another  name  for  the  royal  trustor 

"»■   Aj  being  a  usurper,  he  is  not  enu-  fortress  of  Dinn-righ  on  the  Bwrow. 
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called  Carbri  Kenn-Cait*  i.  c.  "  cat-head,"  because  his 
like  those  of  a  cat,  as  a  bard  thus  tells  us : 

"  The  hardy  Carbri  thus  was  formed, 
Who  Eri  swayed  from  south  to  north, 
Cat's  ears  upon  his  head  he  bore, 
With  cat-like  far  those  ears  were  decked." 

The  following  was  the  manner  in  which  the  sovereignty 
Ireland  fell  into  the  hands  of  Carbri.  A  treacherous  plot  i 
formed  by  the  Unfrec  Tribes87  or  Athach-Tuatha  (Ahagh-lbo 
of  Ireland  against  the  king  and  nobles  of  that  country.    1 

Í)lot  they  resolved  upon  putting  into  execution  by  means  c 
east,  which  was  to  be  prepared  by  them  and  given  to  the  k 
and  the  nobles.  Magh-Cro,"  in  Con  naught,  was  the  place  wh 
it  was  to  be  served.  And  they  were  three  years  getting  ready 
that  feast,  and  during  that  time  they  laid  up  one-third  of  theirp 
erty  and  their  crops,  as  a  provision  therefor.  Then  the  Free  Tri 
of  Ireland  came  to  partake  of  it,  together  with  their  three  lot 
namely,  Fiacaidh  Finnolaidh,  king  of  Ireland,  and  his  i 
Ethni,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Alba ;  Feig,  son  of  Fidach, 
Short-sightod,  king  of  Munster,  and  his  wife  was  Berta,  daug} 
of  Gortniadh,  a  king  of  Britain ;  and  Bresal,  son  of  Ferb,  li 
of  Ulster,  and  Ani,  daughter  of  a  king  of  Britain,  was  hia'u 
and  her  father's  name  was  Cannioll.  There  were  three  chioftai 
over  the  Athach-Tuatha,  or  plebeians,  likewise;  nam 
Monach,  Buadh,  and  Carbri  Cat-Kenn,  (or  Kenn-cait,)  who 
head  over  them  all. 

Nine  days  were  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  feast,  and  t 
the  plebeians  fell  to  killing  the  men  of  the  Free  Tribes  of  Eri 
of  whom  they  slaughtered  upon  that  spot,  with  the  exceptioi 

*  Kenn-Cait.    A  more  natural  ety-  of  Fidach,  was  not  the  mine  6Í 

mology  would  be  Kenn,  i.  c  King  or  father  of  Corb  Olum,  and  hit  bm 

Khan  of  the  Catti  or  Attacotti,  i.  e.  was  called  Crujfi,  not  Berta. 
the  Athach-Tuatha.     "  Cenn"   (fen»)        "  The  chieftains  of  the  ram 

the  Gaelic  for  "  head,"  comes  nearer  to  were,  according  to  O'Flaherty, M  ] 

the    English  word   "  king"  than  the  king  of  Ulster ;  Sanb,  king  of 

Saxon    "  Coning,"    the   root  usually  naught ;    Luiraidh    Allathach,    g 

given  to  it  grandson  of  Conari  L,  and  grand! 

"  Unfree  Tribes,  in    Irish,  "  Dacr-  of  Conari  II.,  king  of  North  Mui 

Clanna,"  sometimes  translated  plebe-  Forbri,  son  of  Finn,  of  the  line  off 

ions.    The  noble  or  free  tribes  were  king    of   south    Munster;    and 

called  "  Sacr-Clanna."  chaidh  Ankenn,  son  of  Brandubh  ] 

"  Magh-Cro,  i.  o.  the  bloody  field,  king  of  Leinster.    He  adds  that M 

apparently  another  name  for   Magh-  murdered  Fiachaidh  at  Temhair, 

Bolg.    K^iting  plainly  confounds  the  not  at  Magh-Bolg,  as  they  cm 

pereoas  and  events,  that  took  place  who  have  penned  the  fábuUran  itoi 

in  the  first  insurrection  with  those  that  the   preservation    of  Tuathal    1 

happened  in  the  second.     Feig,  ton  mother's  womb." 


m  HfflfOHT  OF  MLAEtk  Sfeff ' 

1hm  Hum  ckfldren,  jet  unborn,  of  those  three  women  abore-men- 
ted,  die  wiveB  of  the  three  Irish  kings.    These  ladies.  thttL 
iped  to  Alba,  where  they  bore  three  sons,  named  Tniathal 
tmart  (Tbohal  Taghtoar,)  Tibradi  Tireoh,  (TibrSdi  TfercgAJand 
Cart>  Olum. 

Vvith  respect  to  Ireland,  great  famines»  with  failures  of  crops 
sad  many  misfortunes,  came  upon  the  land ;  and  so  it  remained 
ever  until  the  three  sons  of  those  three  kings,  so  foully  ttaat* 
doited,  had  grown  up  and  were  able  to  bear  arms.  Then,  when 
the  men  of  Ireland  had  heard  that  these  royal  princes  were  yet 
ti*in(£:  they  sent  ambassadors  to  communicate  with  them,  and  to 
**k  of  them  to  return  and  resume  the  sovereignty  of  their  fore- 
fothor» ;  and  they  bound  themselves  by  the  sun  and  the  moon  to 
roider  them  obedience,  and  to  remain  thenceforth  ever  faithful 
to  tltQJr .role.  .  Upon  this  the  youth  returned,  and  resumed  the 
inheritance  of  their  sires,  and  with  them  its  usual  happiness  came 
task  to  Ireland,  Carbri  having  died  of  the  plague,  as  before  men- 

ELIX,  ABD-BIGH 

D.  69.*  Elim,41  son  of  Connra,  son  of  Rosa  Buadh,  son  of 
Bnctaaide  Mor,  son  of  Sithrighe.  son  of  Dubh,  son  of  Fomhor. 
of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  neld  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
fc*  twenty  years,  when  he  was  slain  by  Tuathal  Tectmar. 

TUATHAL  TKCTMAB,  AKD-BIGH. 

A.  D.  79.#  Tuathal  Tectmar  •  son  of  Fiacaidh  Finnolaidh,  son 
•  Jferadach  Finn-ffectnach,  son  of  Crimthann  Niadh-Nair,  son  of 
^gtódh  Riabh-n-derg,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sov- 
^Jgnty  of  Ireland  for  thirty  years.     He  received  the  surname 
"tectmar,"  (TagfUvar,)  i.  e.  the  Welcome  or  the  Desired,  (from 
techt,"  {laght,)  a  coming  or  arrival,  by  reason  of  the  great  pros- 
E?nty  that  had  come  upon  the  land  of  Ireland  during  his  reign, 
{^aidh  Finnolaidh  had  no  other  child  but  Tuathal,  of  whom 
"**  'Wife,  Ethni,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Alba,  had  been  left 
FJ^Snant  at  the  time  when  she  escaped  from  the  massacre  of 
jjjsgh-Cro,  in  Connaught,  where    the  Athach-Tuatha  (Ahagh- 
ml***)  slaughtered  Fiacaidh  and  the   Free  Clans  of  Ireland. 
1^athal,  then,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Alba,  until  he  had 
y^hed  his  twenty-fifth  year.     Now,  during  that  time,  misfor- 
jjttje  had  spread  over  Eri ;  and,  as  the  Athach-Tuatha  were  suf- 
fering many  miseries,  they  entered  into  counsel  with  their  Druids, 

♦i  4'  D*  57-— ^>Mr  asters.  a  Tuathal  I.    Tectmar,  or  Teacht- 

n  Bum  II.  mhar,  (Taghtvar),  is  translated,  "the 

A.  D.  76. — Four  Masters,  Legitimate,"  by  Dr.  O'Donovan. 
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in  order  to  find  out  whence  or  by  what  means  rach  evils  bad 
been  brought  upon  the  land,  and  how  it  might  be  rescued  there- 
from. The  Druids  replied,  that  all  their  woes  had  sprung  from 
the  foul  treason  which  they  had  themselves  perpetrated  against 
their  kings  and  against  their  Free  Clans.  They  told  them,  more- 
over, that  its  wonted  prosperity  would  never  return  to  Ireland, 
until  some  man  of  the  race  of  those  kings,  whom  they  had  mur- 
dered should  assume  the  sovereignty  of  their  country. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  Athach-Tuatha  had  heard  that 
Fiacaidh  Finnolaidh  had  left  after  him  a  son,  who  was  named 
Tuathal  Teetmar.  Upon  this,  large  numbers  of  them  take  coun- 
sel together,  and  came  to  the  resolution  of  sending  ambassadors 
to  Alba,  to  invite  over  that  prince. 

But,  during  all  this  time,  a  remnant  of  the  FreeClanp,  namely, 
the  children  of  Donn  Dtsaeh,  of  Leinster,  who  were  called 
Fiacaidh  Casin  and  Finnmall,  his  brother,  with  six  hui.dred  fol- 
lowers und  r  their  command,  were  continuing,  as  plunderers,  to 
lay  waste  the  lands  of  Ireland,  in  vengeance  for  the  treason 
which  the  Athach-Tuatha  had  practised  upon  their  kinsmen. 

When  Tuathal  Teetmar  had  heard  tnis,  both  he  and  bis 
mother,  Ethni,  set  out  for  Ireland,  attended  by  a  numerous  armed 
host,  he  being  then  twenty-five  years  old,  and  they  landed  at 
Irrus  Domnan,  where  they  were  joined  by  Fiacaidh  Casin  and 
his  band.  Thence  they  marched  to  Temhair,  (Tara,)  where  his 
party  saluted  Tuathal,  King  of  Ireland. 

Upon  this,  Elim,  son  of  Connra,  who  had  been  sovereign  of 
Ireland,  by  the  election  of  the  Athach-Tuatha,  from  the  death 
of  Carbri  Cat-Kenn  until  that  time,  came  to  fight  the  battle  of 
Aehill  against  Tuathal.  In  that  engagement,  the  strength  of 
Athach-Tuatha  was  broken,  and  their  king,  Eliin,  was  killed,  and 
the  greater  part  of  his  army  was  slaughtered  After  this,  the  Un- 
free  Clans  were  defeated  by  Tuathal,  in  twenty -five  battles,  in  each 
of  the  five  provinces  of  Ireland. 

When  he  had  thus  broken  down  the  power  of  his  enemies  by 
these  defeats,  and  thereby  emancipated  the  Free  Clans  of  Ireland 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Athach-Tuatha,  Tuathal  convened  the 
General  Assembly  or  Feis  of  Temhair,  according  to  the  usaae  of 
his  predecessors,  who  had  been  wont  to  summon  and  bring 
together  a  general  royal  convention  in  the  beginning  of  their 
reigns,  in  order  to  regulate  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  country. 
Thither  the  nobles  of  the  Gaels  came  to  him  from  every  province 
of  Ireland,  and  there  they  elected  him  as  their  king;  for  he  had 
freed  them  from  the  bondage  of  the  Unfree  Clans.  And  they 
then  swore,  by  all  the  elements,  to  leave  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 
land to  him  and  his  children  for  ever,  according  to  the  promise 
formerly  made  to  Iugani  Mor. 


Xt  was  then,  also,  tbat  he  was  granted  four  portions  of  land, 
from  four  of  the  provÍDCOs,  of  which  ho  constituted  lhat  tutf 
tox-_y  -which  is  now  called  Meuth,  as  the  peculiar  domain  of  every 
|n**HH»,rch  who  should,  thenoiforth,  rulo  Ireland.  For,  although 
ti\o  riTiHie  of  Mklhe  (»*  %)  or  Mealh,  had  been  applied  to  a  St 
triut  tio.u-  Uisnech,  ever  since  tlio  days  of  the  children  of  Neinedh, 
**'-ll  Í  l  was  not  extended  lo  those  districts  which  were  taken  from 
ifi._-  jirovinc-'S,  until  the  reign  of  Tualhal,  by  whom  they  were 
J"c<1*>~porated  into  a  separate  and  distinct  territory.  Now,  when 
^^***-t£ial  had  united  these  four  portions  together,  and  called  thorn 
V*  t»y  the  common  name  of  Meath,  he  built  four  chief  longphorts,*4 
(■  **■  oiief  FBskleaoei  or  capitals,  therein,  that  is,  a  chief  residence 
ia    ^sa»oh  particular  portion  thereof. 

»-'  UiflniA*  was  thus  built  by  him  upon  that  portion  of  Mum- 

-Z-«n'phortt.     This   word   is  com-    tog  lost  their  general,  and   many  com- 
P*1*<itltjdot"limg,"ft  !ioufie.aiid"port,"    p^titora  arising  for  the   command,  dis- 

•  *D^»»k  or  erabunkrajnt,  i.  e.  a  "  port"    persed,  in  a  short  time.    Those  that 

*  «itnfcunkmt'nt  for  "  longa"  or  houses,  wens  Medea,  t'ersiana  and  Armenians, 
^™**  **urd  "  long"  means  both  a  housi  tailed  over  into  Africa  and  took  po». 
a*d  a  Sllp_  in  [|ie  Gaelic tongue.  It  session  of  those  places  that  lie  upon 
tt?»ltl  appear,  that  among  some  of  tlio  our  sen  (the  Mediterranean).  The  Per- 
ir'ooa  tliat  colonized  northern  Africa  sians,  however,  settled  near  to  the 
>*  Atici«at  times,  there  wns  one  word,  ocean  ;  and  t'rey  made  themselves  liouiet 
*-**?•  which  scrvid  lo  dss'gnnte  a  bonis  of  their  ship»  turned  upside  down,  br 


\ 


1  aiiip.    Taken  in  cisn-icelirxi  with  causa  there  was  tin  timber  in  the  conn* 

J™    resemb'ance  there  is  between   the  try.  oar  nd  IfasfM  oppnrluuity  of  im- 

b**«lie   tradition   relative  to  the  oeea-  porting  it  from'  Spain,  having  no  com- 

Ji^on    of  Northern     Africa    by    the  mcree  with  that   nation,  on  account  of 

1  "l'|  i  i  i;i..\llniil.  di';'. ended  from  EbW  N<  distance  tnm  them  by  sen,  and  their 

*?•  Mi»  coincidence  may  not  be  alio-  language,  which  was  not   undurstood 

S*thot   accident»! ;  nor  may  it  be  oat  there.     These,  by  degrees,  mixed  with 

°     Pba,  here,  to  qnote  what  the  Ro-  the  Gcloltans  by  intermarriages,  and  b». 

Í"  historian,  Bollnst,  has  said  on  the  cause   they  were   continually   shiftiiw 

""V^tof  these  races,  on  the  authority  from  place  toplaca(Sfcoi!or  Scythiantt] 

*i  ^»uthagenian  books,  said  to  be  thon  trying:  the  goodness  of  the  soil,  they 

«L*?*  NumHianking,  Hiempsal.   The  called  themselves  Nnmidiana  (i.  e.  pot- 

j~j**^  will  compare  it  with  what  hat  loral   wanderers).     The  houses   of  the 

P°^Q  heretofore  related  on  the  same  hud-  Nuraidian   peasants,  which   they  call 

*T*   in   this  history  and  in   the  notes  Mapalia,  arc  «till  like  ththulli  c/  ships, 

~^*on :  of  an  oblong  form,  with  coverings,  rising 

j.      Africa  was  at  first  possessed  by  in  the  middle  and  bending  at  each  end. 
r*L  ^aetolbu»  and  Lybians,  a  savage        It    is  the    opinion,  and  not  an    nft- 

JJJJ  unpolished  people,  who  lived  upon  tenable  one,  of   some  of  onr  antiqut- 

{~*>eah  of  wild  beasts,  or  fed  upon  the  ries,  that  the  tribe  of  Oaedal  formed 

"*"*»  of  the  field  like  cattle  ;  subject  one  of  the  nations   that  followed  the 

jj:,?0 1»"»,  discipline,  or  government:  above-mentioned  Hercules  of  the  Spain 

.""Oat  any  filed  habitation  ;  wander-  iards  and  Africans.    Some  will    nan 

^S  from  place  to  place,  and  taking  up  him  to  have  been,  himself,  the  man  onr 

~*fe'r  abode  wherever  night  overtook  bards  hsve  named  the  Qalamh  or  the 

*■**•      Bat  when   Hercules  died   in  Miledh  of  Spain. 
"^«•.«■the  Africans  think  ha  did,  his        *    JlaStga,     otherwise,    Tlachlgha, 

"^F.  made  np  of  divers  nation.,  Uav-  (TU&tga).    This  acaitnt  seat  of  tk> 
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ha,  or  Munster,  which  he  had  just  annexed  to  his  royal  domain. 
It  was  there  that  the  Festival  of  the  Fire  of  Tlactga  was  ordered 
to  be  held,  and  it  was  thither  that  the  druids  of  Ireland  were 
wont  to  repair  and  to  assemble,  in  solemn  meeting,  on  the  eve  of 
Samhain,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  sacrifice  to  all  the  godsL 
It  was  in  that  fire  at  Tlactga,  that  their  sacrifice  was  burnt;  and 
it  was  made  obligatory,  under  pain  of  punishment,  to  extinguish 
all  the  fires  of  Ireland,  on  that  eve ;  and  the  men  of  Ireland 
were  allowed  to  kindle  no  other  fire  but  that  one ;  and  for  each 
of  the  other  fires,  which  were  all  to  be  lighted  from  it,  the  king 
of  Munster  was  to  receive  a  tax  of  a  sgrcball,  that  is,  of  three 
pence,  because  the  land,  upon  which  Tlactga  was  built,  belongs 
to  the  portion  of  Aleath  which  had  been  taken  from  Munster. 

Uisxkch  {Ushnagh},  the  second  chkf  longphort  or  capital,  he 
built  upon  that  portion  which  he  had  taken  from  Connaught 
It  was  there  that  the  men  of  Ireland  held  that  great  meeting  or 
fair  which  was  called  the  Mordháil  (mdr-yauil\  or  Great  Con- 


vention of  Uisncch.     It  was  the  usage  to  hold  this  fair  in  the 
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month  of  May,  and  at  it  they  were  wont  to  exchange  their  goods 
and  their  wares  and  their  jewels.  At  it,  they  were,  also,  wont 
to  make  a  sacrifice  to  the  Arch-God  that  they  adored,  whose 
name  was  Bel  (Jxiyl).  It  was,  likewise,  their  usage  to  light  two 
fires  to  IM'1,46  in  every  district  of  Ireland,  at  this  season,  and 
to  drive  a  pair  of  each  kind  of  cattle  that  the  district  contained, 
between  those  two  fires,  as  a  preservative  to  guard  them  against 

Irish  Pantheon  or  Festival  of  all  the  was  the  king  of  the  Irish  pods ;  that 

Gods,  is  now  called  the  Hill  of  Ward,  is,  their   Jupiter.   The  sun  was  what 

near  Athboy,  in  the  county  of  Mcath.  they   seem  to  have  adored  under  Ui 

It  is  not  likely  that  Tuathál  was  either  name.    From  the  ceremonies  observed 

the  institutor  of  this  feast  or  the  found-  with  regard  to  the  extinguishing  sad 

er  of  the  templa  of  Tlactga.     Tlactga  re-lighting  of  the  private  fires,  on  the 

was,  apparently,  a  celebrated  scat  of  occasion  of  this  festival,  it  is  probable 

druidic  worship,  long  before  his  time,  that  the  ancient  Irish  were  Fire-wor- 

Wc  must,  tlien,  understand  him  but  to  shippers.     The  fires  still  lighted,  is 

have  repaired  its  old  buildings,  ruined  the  more  Gaelic  parts  of  Ireland,  on 

or  demolished  during  the  Attacottic  re-  the  eve  of  the  24th  of  June,  may  be 

bclfions,  and  resuscitated  its  ceremonies,  traced    to  the  ceremony  above    men» 

fallen  into  disuse  during  the  period  of  tioned,  as  observed  with  regard  to  the 

disorder  that  immediately  preceded  his  cattle.   When  forbidden  by  the  chares 

reign.    The    assertion  of  his  having  to  light  fires  in  honor  of  their  idol, 

founded  it.  may  have  originated  in  his  the  Irish  transferred  the  practice  from 

having  include  it  in  Mcath  ami  taken  Bel's  eve,  which  is  the  eve  of  the  first 

it  under  his  own  immediate  protection,  of  May,  or  Béltaine,  to  that  of  As 

from  ho\\vx  under  that  of  one  of  the  24th  of  June.  We  have  heard  Uitnecs 

Muster  p.Mitarchs.  (now   Usnagh   Hill,  in  Meath),  ode» 

*  liei  otherwise  spelled  Béal.  From  brated  as  a  druidic  seat,  in  the  timei 

what  h  here.  said,  it  would  appear  that  of   the    Xcmcdians    and    Tuatha-De- 

Bel  (the  same  who  was  called  Belus  by  Dananns ;  so  that  uo  more  than  its  re» 

the  Latins,  and  Baal  by  the  Hebrews),  edification  can  be  claimed  for  Tnathal 


m  amomr  or  imm.  Mi 

mU  Urn  diseases  of  thai  yesr.    It  is  from  that  fire,  thus  made  k 

woC  Bel,  thai  the  day,  on  which  the  noble  feast  of  the  ape* 

Philip  and  James,  is  held,  has  been  called  Béltaini  ear  M 

a  {Bmyttinme):  far  "  Beltaini"  is  the  same  as  "  Béil-tein 4,nL * 

áaá  Bhéil"  (TVnnkf  Fayi)  or  Bel's  Fire.    U  was  likewise  o* 

dÉÍTiod,  thai  the  king  of  Connaught  should  receive,  as  a  tax.  the 

honae  and  the  garments  of  every  chieftain  that  came  to  that  Giest 

Convention:  lor  the  ground  upon  which  Uisnech  is  nitnitad 

belongs  to  that  part  of  Meath  which  was  taken  from  CoDnaughi 

Tamt*  or  Tailtkank  was  the  name  of  the  third  chief  long* 

pfanrfc  oar  residence  constructed  by  Tuathal  Tectmar.     It  was 

theve  thai  the  men  of  Ireland  were  wont  to  oontract  mairiags 

tUiauou»  and  strike  up  friendly  relations  with  one  another.   And 

most  proper  and  becoming  was  the  custom,  observed  at  thai 

iflueotug  namely,  the  men  were  on  one  side  of  the  place  of  aassm» 

ttjTj  apart  by  themselves,  and  the  women  on  the  other,  while 

their  lathers  and  mothers  were  arranging  all  preliminaries  be* 

ttreexa  them,  until  the  agreements  and  oontracts  were  finally 

deeided;  as  the  bard  relates  in  the  following  verse : 

M  No  ana  gum  nigh  those  damsels  bright, 
Nor  dime  there  heard  toft  sigh  of  lover ; 
In  ranis  apart  each  sex  stood  ranged. 
Within  the  hall  of  sacred  TaltL" 

Although  it  was  Lugaidh  Lamfada  thai  first  instituted  the 

fair  of  Talti  in  Ireland,  as  a  solemn  commemoration  of  his  own 

filter-mother,  Talti,  daughter  of  Maghmor,  king  of  Spain,  who 

had  been  the  wife  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Ere,  the  last  king  of  the 

Fer-Bolgs,  (as  we  have  heretofore  stated),  when  the  same  Lugaidh 

huried  Talti  beneath  that  mound,  and  when  he  convened  that 

&&>  as  a  solemn  rite  or  memorial  in  honor  of  her ;  in  memory 

thereof,  the  name  Lughnasa  (Loonassa)  or  "  Nasa  Lugha"  is  to 

wis  day  given  to  the  first  of  August,  whereon  is  kept  the  feast 

£  St  Peter's  Chains ;  but,  although  the  sacred  mound  of  Talti 

*i*d  been  in  existence,  and  the  solemn  fair  kept  up  ever  since 

the  days  of  Lugaidh  Lamfada,  still  Talti  was  never  erected  into 

*. r°yal  residence  until  the  days  of  Tuathal  Tectmar.     It  was  the 

™*g of  Ulster  that  received  the  rent  or  taxes  of  this  fair;  for 

~^  ground,  whereon  Talti  stood,  formed  part  of  that  section  of 

^*ter  which  had  been  annexed  to  Meath.    The  following  was 

*bfc  amount  of  that  rent  or  tax,  namely,  an  ounce  of  silver  from 

^^7  couple  that  got  married  during  the  festival. 

Temhair  was  his  fourth  royal  capital.     It  lies  in  that  quarter 
°*  Jieath  which  was  taken  from  Leinster.     We  have  already 

*  Talti,  or  Tailtcann,  now  called  Teltown,  in  Meath,  is  before  stated. 
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told,  that  it  was  at  this  place  that  they  were  wont  to  cel- 
ebrate the  Feis  Temrach  (Fesh  Tavragh\  every  third  year,  having 
first  made  sacrifice  to  all  the  gods  at  Tlactga,  as  a  preparation  for 
that  great  convention.  It  was  here,  as  we  have  also  oeforo  said) 
that  their  laws  and  usages  were  ordained,  and  that  the  annals 
and  historic  records  of  Ireland  were  subjected  to  examination,  in 
order  that  the  Ard-ollamhs  might  write  down  all  that  had  been 
sanctioned  thereof,  in  the  Roll  of  the  King»,  which  was  called 
the  Saltair  Temrach  (i.  e.  the  Psalter  of  Tara) ;  and,  according  to 
the  chief  book,  just  mentioned,  neither  law  nor  usage  nor  nis- 
toric  record  was  ever  held  as  genuine  until  it  had  received  stuoh 
approval ;  and  nothing,  that  disagreed  with  the  Roll  of  Temhairy 
could  be  respected  as  truth. 

I  shall  not  here  make  special  mention  of  the  laws  and 
enacted  at  the  conventions  of  Tcmhair.  It  would  occupy 
too  long ;  for  the  Law  Books  of  the  territorial  brchons  are  filled 
up  thereof.  But,  I  shall,  nevertheless,  set  down  the  usage  thai 
was  ordained  and  observed  at  Temhair  with  respect  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  nobles  and  the  warriors,  when  they  met  together 
in  the  Banquet  Hall,  to  partake  of  the  public  feast. 

It  was,  then,  the  prescribed  duty  of  every  "Ollamh  re  Senchas" 
or  Doctor  of  History,  in  Ireland,  to  inscribe  in  the  Roll  of  Tem- 
hair, the  names  of  all  such  nobles  as  were  lords  of  territories, 
each  lord  according  to  his  rank  and  title ;  and  every  chieftain  of 
those  bands  of  warriors  who  were  maintained  at  free  ^uarten," 
for  the  defence  and  guardianship  of  the  lands  of  En,  had  lus 
name,  also,  in  that  roll,  by  the  Ard-ollamh.  Of  these  nobles, 
both  territorial  lords  and  captains  of  bands  of  warriors,  each 
man  was  always  attended  by  his  own  proper  shield-bearer.  Again, 
their  banquet-halls  were  arranged  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit: 
they  were  long,  narrow  buildings,  with  tables  arranged  along  both 
the  opposite  side  walls  of  the  hall ;  then,  along  these  side-walk 
there  was  placed  a  beam,  in  which  were  fixed  numerous  hooks 
(one  over  tne  seat  destined  for  each  of  the  nobles,)  and  between 
every  two  of  them  there  was  but  the  breadth  of  one  shield.    Up- 


*  Free  quarters.  These  were  the  hired  napfit)    or    quarterage,  upon 

soldiery  of  that  day.    They  were  men  Hence, "  buanaidhe"  (bonuce)  e 

of  the  Noble,  or  Free-tribes,  who,  find-  signify  a  hired  soldier.    The  word 

ing  their  own  territories  too  narrow  for  anglicized  "  bonnaght"  daring  the 

them,  or  beiner  expelled  therefrom,  eith-  glo-Norman  wars.    The  word  is,  ti 

er  by  a  more  powerful  clan  or  by  do-  ingly,  derived  from  "  boon,"  i.  e. 

mcitic  revolution,  sold  their  swords  to  ing  or  durable,  so  that  ercn  in  its  ety- 

some  chieftain  for  pay.    lie,  having  no  mologv  it  has  some  analogy  (tbenjjh 

money  to  pay  them  withal,  generally  probably  accidental)  with   the  Latin 

quartered  them  u]K>n  his  serfs,  that  is,  ••  solidarius"  i.e.  hirttins,  whence 

he  placed  them  at  "buanacht"  (boo-  the  English  word  *i 
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h^tkalheShOTparfjie^hTmgqptheshielAacrftbeool^ 
,  to  their  sitting  down  to  the  banquet,  at  which  they  d^ 
tod*  and  captain*  sat,  each  beneath  his  own  shield.  Ho*- 

r,  the  most  honored  side  of  the  house  was  occupied  by  tbe 

tarauorial  lords,  whilst  the  captains  of  warriors  were  seated  <*■ 

ponte  them,  at  the  other;  the  upper  end  of  the  hall  was  1« 

flsioe  of  the  ollamhs,  while  its  lower  end  was  assigned  to  the  at- 

teaadasts  and  the  officers  in  waiting.    It  was  also  prescribed,  Hut 

no  man  should  be  placed  opposite  another  at  the  same  table,  bet 

thstf-   all,  both  the  territorial  lords  and  captains,  should  sit  with 

thoii^  backs  towards  the  wall,  beneath  their  own  shields.   AgafeL 

they  never  admitted  females  into  their  banquet  halls :  these  haa 

a  hall  of  their  own,  in  which  they  were  separately  served.    It 

w^a,  likewise,  the  prescribed  usage,  to  clear  out  the  banquet 

ball  previous  to  serving  the  assembled  nobles  therein ;  and  no 

one  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  building  but  three,  namely,  a 

shannachie,  a  "  bolflgjui "  or  marshal  of  the  household,  and  a 

trumpeter,  the  duty  of  which  latter  officer  it  was  to  summon  all 

|he  guests  to  the  banquet  hall  by  the  sound  of  his  tnunpettanou 

.   He  had  to  sound,  his  trumpet  three  times.    At  the  first  blas% 

&a  shield-bearers  of  the  territorial  chieftains  assembled  round  the 

door  of  the  hall,  where  the  marshal  received  from  then  the 

Aields  of  their  lords,  which  he  then,  according  to  the  diieotiuaa 

°f  the  shannachie,  hung  up,  each  in  its  assigned  place.    The 

tranmeter  then  sounded  his  trumpet  a  second  time*  and  the 

■Bela-bearera  of  the  chieftains  of  toe  military  bands  assembled 

mood  the  door  of  the  banquet  hall,  where  the  marshal  received 

weir  lord's  shields  from  them,  also,  and  hung  them  up  at  the 

rfherride  of  the  hall,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  shannachie, 

•Bd  over  the  table  of  the  warriors*    The  trumpeter  sounded  his 

trumpet  the  third  time,  and,  thereupon,  both  the  nobles  and  the 

warrior  chiefs  entered  the  banquet  hall,  and  there  each  man  sat 

town  beneath  his  own  shield,  and  thus  were  all  contests  for  pre- 

todency  avoided  amongst  them. 

*te  BoTcimhe  (Boriwie)  or  Boromha"  Laighen  (Borooa  Loyen), 

t.  e.  Ae  Leinster  Tribute^  down  here. 

It  was  this  Tuathal  Tectmar,  of  whom  we  are  now  treating, 
*•*>  in  vengeance  for  his  two  daughters,  named  Fithir  and  Da- 

^SWwcfoe.     "  Senchaidbe,"    of  hair.    In  that  special  case  it  it  not  mis- 

vfch  this  is  an  anglicised  form,  de-  applied,  bat  it  lacks  propriety  of  cos» 

""i  from  "  sen"  (*£ero)  oW,  properly  tume,  and  is  thence  likely  to  lead  to 

*•*»  historian.    Some  translate  it  by  false  notions. 

"hU,  in  describing  the  duties  of  that  »  Boromha.    This  word  is   noftlv 

officer  at  the  "  Fcis  "  of  Tara  or  Tem-  translated  cn+trihO*,  but  it  WW  Kt 
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rinni,  first  imposed  the  Boromha,  as  a  permanent  tax,  upoi 
men  of  Lcinster.  At  this  time  there  reigned  in  Leinster  a 
who  was  called  Eocaidh  Ainkenn."  This  man  had  marric< 
rinni,  daughter  of  Tuathal  Tectmar,  and  taken  her  to  his 
dencc  at  Magh-Lugadh,  in  Leinster.  But,  after  some  tin 
came  to  Temhair,  and  having  informed  Tuathal  Tectmar 
Darinni  was  dead,  he  next  demanded  her  sister  Fithir,  all 
wife ;  and  Tuathal  granted  her  to  him ;  and  he,  thereupon, 
her  off  to  his  own  dwelling.  But  when  Fithir  saw  her  i 
alive,  she  fell  dead  through  shame ;  whereupon  Darinni,  hi 
come  to  make  her  lamentations  over  her  betrayed  sister, 
herself  upon  the  spot,  of  grief.  It  is  in  record  of  that  e 
that  the  bard  has  made  the  following  verse : 

"  Fithir  and  Darinni  mild 
Were  conquering  TuathaTs  daughters ; 
Through  shame  the  gentle  Fithir  died — 
For  her  Darinni  died,  through  Borrow." 

When  Tuathal  heard  of  the  death  of  these  two  ladies,  1m 
seized  with  violent  rage  and  indignation;  and  he  sent  ami 
dors  to  the  noble  chieftains  of  Eri,  to  complain  of  the  foul 
treacherous  act  of  the  king  of  Leinster.  Upon  this,  these  n 
sent  him  aid  in  men  and  arms,  in  order  that  the  might  t 
ample  vengeance  for  the  deed.  But  then,  as  Tuathal  was  i 
to  plunder  and  devastate  Leinster,  the  Lagenians,  not  being 
to  meet  him  in  the  field,  submitted  to  a  fine,  which  was  1 
paid  by  themselves  and  their  posterity  after  them,  as  a  rel 
tion  for  th3  ttaath  of  his  daughters,  both  to  Tuathal  himsell 
to  every  king  of  his  race  that  should  succeed  him  on  the 
throne.    The  following  was  the  amount1*  of  that  fine,  whicl 

merely  a  cow-tribute ;  and  if  there  be  150  hogs,  150  coverletts  or  jlk 

no  authority  for  so  translating  it  but  cloth,  to  cover  beds  withal ;  10i 

the  "  sanasain"  or  etymologies  of  the  drons,  with  two  passing  great 

Irish  bards,  of  which  we  have  seen  so  drons,  consisting  in  breadth  and 

many  absurd  specimens  hitherto,  it  is  ness  five  fists,  for  the  kings  owl 

most  uncertain  whether  the  word  "  bo,"  ing  ;  1 50  couples  of  men  and  wo 

a  cow,  enter  at  all  into  its  compose  servitude,  to  oraw  water  on  their 

tion.    The  celebrated  monarch.  Brian,  for  the  said  brewing ;  together  wJ 

had  his  surname  Boromha  or  Boroimhc  maids,  with  the  king  of  Leioatet 

(usually  an^licizjd  Boru),  from  having  daughter,  in  like  bondage  and 

enforced  the  payment  of  the  tribute  tude." 

now  treated  of.  O'Flaherty  tells   us  that  E 

"  Auikcnn,  commonly  spelled  Ain-  was  beheaded    by  Tuathal,  m 

cheann.    His  first  wife's  name  is  otlier-  brother  Ere  set  by  him,  aa  k 

wise  spelled  DairfUiue.  Leinster   in   his   stead.      Tfcej 

■  The  amount.    In  the  Annals  of  both   Damnoniaa  Belgians,  o 

Olonmacnoifle,  the  amount  of  the  borom-  Bolgs. 
ha  a  stated  at  follow! :  M  160  cow», 


£g 
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^úe  of  Leinster  were  bound  to  pay,  every  second  year,  to  the 
IBB  of  Ireland,  as  a  punishment  for  the  aeath  of  tne  children 
of  ^raathal,  namely,  three-score  hundred  cows,  three-score  hun- 
dred ounces  of  silver,  tjiree-score  hundred  mantles,  three-score 
bundled  hogs,  three-score  hundred  wethers,  three-score  hundred 
tausen  cauldrons ;  and  the  following,  also,  is  the  apportionment^ 
Attfc  was  made  thereof  to  wit,  one-third  to  Connaught,  one-third 
to  tihe  Oirghialla,  and  one-third  to  the  Ui  NeilL  In  the  tale 
tilled  the  Soroimhe  Laighen  (Bortvvxe  Loyen\  we  find  the  fol- 
fahring  verses  in  record  of  these  facts  : 

«  Three-score  hundred  klne  they  pay, 

Kine  free  from  fiuift ; 
Tliree-score  hundred  ounces  pore 

Of  diver  white; 
Three-score  hundred  mantles  fine, 

Of  choicest  woof : 
Threescore  hundred  weQ4W  hogs 

Of  highest  price; 
Tftreo-fcoie  hundred  wethers  broao. 

Of  thickest  fleece ; 
Threescore  hundred  cauldrons  bright» 

Of  oopper  red. 
One-third  of  these  (s  Oonnact's  doe 

By  nsage  old ; 
One-third  the  hoMOirghitlla  claim ; 

One-third  Clan  NeQL" 

.  7™*!  then-  was  the  tribute,  which  was  called  the  Boroimhe  of 
*™8ter,  and  which  continued  to  be  exacted  during  the  reigns 


of  fo 
uacta 


*ty  kings,  from  tlie  reign  of  Tuathal  to  the  time  when  Fm- 
* 1  was  monarch  of  that  country,  as  the  bard  tells  us: 

"  Full  forty  monarchs'  reigns  had  passed, 
When  generous  Finnacta  was  king ; 
They  all  the  boromha  had  claimed, 
Since  Tuathal  dwelt  at  Tlactga." 

Jk  Was  the  holy  saint  Moling,  that  at  length  procured  its  final 
«fclition.  He  persuaded  Finnacta  to  promise  to  forego  its  exac- 
"^  Until  Monday*  by  which  Monday  he  meant  the  Day  of  Gen- 
*®*  Judgment,  which  is  called  the  Monday  of  Eternity.  The  Bo- 
ronuia  was  sometimes  submissively  paid  by  the  people  of  Lcinster ; 
others,  they  resisted  its  exaction.   Thence  arose  many  wars  and 

of  41  ^ÍP?rt,<min^,í-     "  One  ti"rd  °f  remainder  between  the  queen  of  Tem- 

TTto!?  ^ute  was  P*^  to  ^e  king8  °f  ^a>r  aQd  the  king  of  Munstcr." — 0'- 

W-' ^^ ^e  ^traction of  Erahain,  Flaherty. 

?J^  it  was  transferred  to  the  Oirgh-  M  Monday.    "  According  to  the  an- 

""ty  Maredach,  monarch  of  Ireland  ;  cient   historical    romance    called  the 

JJ°wk*  third  was  paid  to  the  kings  of  Boromha-Laighen,  St  Moling  obtained 

^onatight ;  Tuathal  distributed  the  its  remission  while  the  celebrated  Ad- 
20 
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conflicts  between  them  and  the  monarch,  in  which  countless  mul- 
titudes fell  on  either  side. 

Tuathal  Tectmar  was  at  length  slain"  by  Mai,  the  son  of  Bo 
eraide. 

amnan  was  in  Ireland ;  and,  contrary  '  Vir  bonus  ct  sapiens  et  sdentia  scrip 

to  the  lattcr's  will,  who  wished  that  the  turarum  nobilfasune  instractns/  L  e.  i 

Leinster  men  should  pay  to  the  race  of  truly  rood  and  wise  man,  and  one  mo* 

Tuathal  Tectmar,  forever.    It  appears,  remarkably  learned  in  the  knowled* 

however,  that  Moling's  sanctity  pre-  of  the  Scriptures."—  O'D.'s  A rotes  on  Mj 

vailed  against  the  representative  of  Four  Masters, 

Tuatlial    and    his    aristocratic    rela-  St.  Moling  flourished  in  the  sixtl 

tive,  Adamnan,  Abbot  of  Iona ;  for,  century. 

by  a  singular  use  of  the  ambiguity  of  *  Slain.    "  Tuathal  Tectmar,  tile 

the  Irish  word  "  luan"  (which  means  having  been  thirty  years  in  the  sorer 

Monday,  and  also  the  Day  of  Judg-  eignty  of  Ireland,  was  killed  by  Mai 

raent),  in  his  covenant  with  the  mon-  son  of  Rocraide,  king  of  Ulster,  n 

arch,  he  abolished  this  exorbitant  trib-  Magh-Line.    Kenn-Guba  is  the  nan 

utc— not  till  Monday,  as  the  monarch  of  the  hill  on  which  he  was  killed,  m 

understood,  but  till  the  Day  of  Judg-  this  quatrain  proves. 

merit,  as  the  saint  intended.    *'  It  would 

be  bettor,"  says  a  writer  iu  the  Dublin  '  SSftMftfSSSS  S£U 

University  Magazine,  "  for  the  people  Wu  wounded,  that  lair  chief  of  Franhafc, 

of  Leinster  to  have  continued  to  pay  °»  tb*  MWdt  o'er  Ghwn-a^abaML^ 

the  Itorumcan  tribute  to  this  day,  than 

that  their  St.  Moling  should  have  set  Kenn  or  Cenn-Guba,  i.  e.  the  SI 


an  example  of  clerical  special  pleading  of  Grief,  is  now  called  Ballyboley 

and  mental  reservation,  in  the  equivo-  in  Kilwaughter  Parish,  near  the  pfafll 

cation  by  which  he  is  represented  to  where  the  three  baronies,  Upper  6kn 

have  procured  the  release  from  that  arm,  Upper  Antrim,  and  Lower 

impost."    On  this  it  may  be  observed,  fast  meet    Tuathal '8  monument  k 

tliat  if  St.  Moling  was  really  guilty  of  to  be  seen  on  this  hill,  at  a  plaoe 

this  equivocation,  his  notions  were  not  called  Carndoo. — 07). 

of  a  vt'rv  lofty  pagan  character,  and  "  During  the  reign  of  Tuathal,  than 

not  at  all  in  accordance  with  the  doc-  were  appointed  courts  for  the  betsa 

trine  of  the  Gospel  and  the  practice  of  regulation  of  the  concerns  of  trade» 

the  primitive  Christians  ;  but  it  is  to  men    and    artificers;    an    institution 

be  suspected  that  the  equivocation  had  which,  could  we  place  reliance  on  the 

it*  origin  in  the  fanciful  brain  of  the  details  relating  to  it,  would  imply  ai 

author  of  the  historical  romance  called  advanced  state  of  interior  trafle  sad 

the  "  Boromha  Laighen,"  tcho  displays  merchandise.    One  fact,  which  appesfl 

his  mm,  not  St.  Moling's  morality,  m  pretty  certain  is,  that  prcvioosr/tothl 

the  many  strange  incidents  with  which  system  now  introduced,  none  of  ffc 

he  embellishes  the  simple  events  of  his-  Milesian  or  dominant  caste  had 

tory.      We  may  easily  believe   that  6cended  to  occupy  themselves  in 

Adamnan  wished  that  the  race  of  Tu-  all  mechanical  employments  and 

athal  should  remain  forever  the  domi-  crafts  being  left  to  the  descendants  of 

nant  fumily  in  Ireland ;  hut  were  we  to  the  old  conquered  tribes ;  while  far  thf 

Micve  him  to  have  bora  such  a  person  issue  of  the  minor  branches  of 


as  this  story  represents  him  to  have  lesians,  were  reserved  the  appetntsstsft 

been,  we  should  at  once  reject  as  fieti-  in  the  militia  (i.  e.fiann)  or  Eria,sj»] 

tious  too  character  of  him  given  by  the  the  old  hereditary  offices  of  anti 

Venerable  Bede,  who  describes  him  as  bards,  physicians"  and  judges.—. 
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P.  109*  Mai,  son  of  Rocraide,  son  of  Cathbaidh  Finn, 
of  Gialleaidh,  son  of  Finncaidh,  son  of  Muredach,  son  of 
Racaidh  Finnamnas  son  of  Irial  Glunmar,  son  of  Conall  Koto» 
nach,  son  of  Amirghin,  son  of  Gas  Trillsech,  son  of  Cas,  spn  of 
Factna,  son  of  Cathbaidh,  son  of  Kinga,  son  of  Rudraide  Mor9 
(from  whom  the  clans  of  Bndraide  are  called),  of  the  line  of  Ir, 
■on.  of  Miledh,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  four  years,* 
"when  he  fell  of  Feidlimidh  Rectmar. 

a 

FEIDLIMIDH  BECTHAB,  ARD-BIGH. 

•  D.  118*    Feidlimidh  Rectmar.  son  of  Tuathál  Tectmar, 

of  Fiacaidh  Finnolaidh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held  the 

iP^reignty  of  Ireland  for  nine  years,    Baini,  daughter  of  Seal 

«11l*  the  wife  of  Tuathal  Tectmar,  was  the  motner  of  Feid- 

***áúk    He  was  called  Feidlimidh  Bectmar  •  or  Feidlimidh  the 

f^gal,  by  reason  of  the  justice  of  legal  decisions  passed  in  Ire- 

'•^d  during  his  reign ;  for  he  ordained  and  enforced  during  his 

*****  time,  a  law  similar  to  tW  which  is  called  in  Latin  the  Lex 

7*^*°™*)*  or  Law  of  like  for  Like,  which  requires  that  the  criin- 

***!  should  be  made  to  atone  for  his  crime  by  suffering  a  punish- 

2jP*  similar  to  the  injury  done  to  his  neighbor,  such  as  a  heful 

**  ahead,  a  cow  for  a  cow,  a  hand  for  a  hand,  a  leg  for  a  leg, 

•^  so  on,  for  every  other  injury  besides.    From  that  law  it 

^Qtó  to  pass,  that  the  men  of  Ireland  became  reformed  in  their 

"*bits  during  the  reign  of  Feidlimidh.     At  last  he  died  on  his 

pillow. 

CATHAEIR  MOR,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  122.61    Cathaeir  Mor,  son  of  Feidlimidh  Fir-urglas,  son 

1  A.  D.  107.— Four  Masters.  Latiu  "  Puscha ;"  "  clann"  and  "claud," 

,*  Four  years.    Tighernach  docs  not  children,  Welsh  "  plant ;"  and  "  claud" 

Cthig  Mai  as  monarch  of  Ireland,  or  "  clann,"  to  plant,  Latin  "  planto." 
Bttkes  the  next  king  immediately        *  Rechtmar,  otherwise,  Reachtuihar 

tctttti  his  father  for  nine  years.  (Raghtvar),  is  an  adjective,  formed  on 

"A.D.  111. — Four  Masters.  "  rocht"  (ragkt),  i.  e.  law  or  justice, 

*  &M Balb,  i.  e.  Seal  the  Stammerer.  Latin  tectum.    It  means  legal ;  though 

Ofbberty  calls  him  king  of  Finland,  some  translate  it  the  Lawgiver,  in  this 

*tae  people  the  Irish,  in  early  times,  instance. 

jNPomorians.  May  not "  Lapland"        •'  Lex  Talionis.    The  more  general 

kcoenate  with  "  Lochlain,"  the  Irish  opinion  is,  that  Feidlimidh  abolished 

J*  *B  Scandinavia  ?    See  how  often  this  cruel  and  barbarous  law,  and  intro- 

»e  Gaels  use  the  letter  "  c"  for  the  duced  the  system  of  atoning  for  crimes 

*  P"  in  other  tongues,  and  vice  versa,  as  by  an  eraic  or  fine,  in  its  stead. 
"»cht,"  seven,  Latin  "septem ;"  "cos,"       ■  A.  D.  120.— Four  Masters. 
aM  Latin  "  pet  f  "  Caisg,"  Easter, 
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of  Cormac  Gcllta-Gaeth,  son  of  Niadh-Corb,  son  of  Cu-Corb,  son 
of  Concobar  Abradh-ruadh,  son  of  Finn  the  Poet,  son  of  Kosa 
Buadh,  son  of  Fergus  Fargi,  son  of  Nuadath  Ncct,  of  the  line 
of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  three  year*. 
Cathaeir  Mor  had  thirty  sons,  as  the  bard  records  in  the  follow- 


ing verse : 


"  Thirty  eons,  a  goodly  clan, 
Sprang  from  Cathaeir  of  Cualan 
Tncse  thrice  ten  chiefs  of  warrior  mien, 
Were  strong,  broad-branching  stocks  of  heroes." 

Ilowevcr,  there  were  twenty  of  those  sons  who  left  no  offspring 
after  them.  These  are  the  names  of  the  sons  whose  progeny  has 
survived:  Dari  Barrach,®  Br^sal  Einech-glas,  Fergus  Olild, 
Crimthann,  Rosa  Failghi,  Eocnidh  Ternenn,  Aengus,  and  Fiacaidh 
Bacheda.  Though  the  latter  was  the  youngest  of  Cathaeir'd  sons, 
still  it  was  his  posterity  that  most  frequently  held  the  sovereign 
power  in  L.instor.  OTuath.nil  (OToole)  and  O'Brainn  (O'Byrnc), 
are  of  the  race  of  Fiacaidh  Bacheda ;  and  Mac  Mure  ida  (Mac 
Murrouah),  is  of  the  race  of  Bresal  Belach,  his  son ;  O'Concobair 
Falghi  (O'Connor  Fal  vV  O'Dimasaigh  (O'Dempsy),  Clann  Colgain 
(Mac  Colgan)  and  O'Duinn  (O'Dunn),  draw  their  origin  from 
Rosa  Failghi  (liossa  Faulyec),  as  we  shall  set  down  hereaft  *r,when 
tracing  ihe  genealogies  of  the  children  of  Miledh.  In  the  end, 
Cathaeir  fell  by  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  son  of  Feidlimidh 
Rectmar.64 

CONN  KED-CATHACIT,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  125."    Con  Ked-Cathach  (Kaid-Cahagh),  son  of  Feid- 

•  Dari  B-irraeh.     From  Dari,  who  that  county,  where  the  bard,  MaeOm 

was  the  second  son  of  Catliaeir,  camo  Og  Mac  Bruaidedha  (Brooidce),  who 

the  noble  tribe  of  Ui  Bairrchi,  the  chief-  was  chief  po2t  of  Ui  Fermaic  and  Ui 

tain  family  of  which  took  the  name  of  Brccain,  in  15G3,  has  told  as  that  they 

O  Gorman  or  Mac  Gorman,  after  the  had  then  been  supporting  poets  and 

establishment  of  surnames.  They  were  feeding  the  poor  for  the  last  Ibar  hun- 

ancicntly  Rented  between  the  Ui  Drona  dred  jear».    This  family  moat  be  dis- 

and  Ui  Murcdai^h,  near  the  town  of  tin^unhed  from  the  Mao  Germans  of 

Carlow.    Shortly  after  the  Ensrlish  in-  Clonmacnoise,  called    Mac  Caina  otr 

vasinn.  they  were  driven  out  of  their  m-bocht — Sse  Note»  to  Leabkar  na  g* 

ori'rinal  territory  by  Baron  Walter  dc     Cerrt.  

Bidl'osrnrd,  who  bcoam-j  master  of  all  ••  According  to  the  famous  WiH 

th3  territory  round  Carlow.  After  this,  Cathaeir   Mor.  as   published    m 

a  party  of  them  procxnM  info  Ulster,  Leabhar  nag-Ccart,  Cathaeir  was 

an-1  another  into  Uaithni  (Ooney),  in  by  the  Fiann  or  Militia  of  Ltmjjnri,! 

Tipiwrary.  From  the  latter  place  they  the  battle  of  Talti.    The  Annab  c 

a^ain  mi^ratM  into  Thomoni,  now  the  Clonmacnoise   say   that M  hinjr  Gsrf 

county  of  Clare,  ani  settle!  amon?rt  aeir*s  army  was  overthrown  aadbji 

the  Dalcassian*.  in  the  territory  of  Ui  slain  aad  ouried  near  the  Bojna.' 

Brccain  (now  Ibrickan),  in  the  west  of  M  A.  D.  123.— Four  Afúsftrs. 
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i/midl  Eectmar,  son  of  Tuathal  Tectmar,  of  the  line  of  Krimhon, 
held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  twenty  years,  until,  being 
taJcen  unawares,  he  was  treacherously  slain,  in  the  district  of 
TeTr>laair,  by  the  contrivance  of  Tibrndi  Tirech,  son  of  Mai,  eon 
of  Hochroide,  who  was  then  king  of  Ulster.  Fifty  warriors,  dis- 
gXiis4^«i  as  women,  had  been  sent  by  Tibradi,"*  for  the  purpose  of 
a-=sojMiinating  him;  and  EmhaÍn  Maclia  was  the  place  whence 
th*<?jy  eet  out  upon  that  treacherous  design.  Una,  daughter  of  the 
•ti  **££    of  Lochlin,  was  the  mother  of  this  monarch. 

Partition  <?/  Ireland  between  CoNN"  and  Eogan  Mor,  King  of 
Hturwtcr,  toJio  teas  also  called  MOGH  Nl'ADATH. 

T*his  was  that  Conn  from  whom  Mogli  Nuadatb,  having  van- 

3  listed  him  in  ten  bit  ties,  wrested  the  one  half  of  Ireland.  Sida, 
awghterof  Flann,  sou  of  Fiaera,  one  of  the  Ernaansof  Munster, 
wa«    i.he  mother  of  Mogh  Nuadatb. 

Tlie  contest  between  these  kings  originated  in  the  following 
n*£»ririer:    The  Ernaans,  of  the  posterity  of  Fiacaidh  Fer-rnara, 
°u  ****  aoB  °''  ^r',,>noui  had  gained  supremacy,  in  Munster,  over 
**ie  race  of  Eber  Finn;  so  that  three  chieftains  of  that  tribe  now 
beltl  the  sovereignty  of  all  Munster  between  them.     Their  names 
were  Lugaidh  EILtlmcli,   Dari  Dornmar,   and  Acngus.     But, 
*!"en  Mogh  Nuadatb  saw  that  the  supremacy  of  his  native  prin- 
cipality had  been  thus  usurped  by  the  race  of  Erimlioii,  he  pro- 
'''''•<.Ii_-,|  to  Lcinster,  where  he  had  been  fostered  by  Dari  Barraeh, 
■j0"   of  Cathaeir  Mor,  and  there  he  procured  from  his  foster- 
«tlier  a  numerous  auxiliary  force,  wherewith  to  recover  the 
*Insrdoin  of  Munster,  which  was  his  birth-right.     He  then  began 
[£  marching  into  Ul  Lialhain,  in  the  south  of  Munster,  where 
■oat  Aengu*,  above  mentioned,  had  established  his  sway.     Him 
J?0Kb  Nuadath  vanquished  and  expelled  from  that  country,  so 
™*t  he  was  forced  to  betake  himself  straightway  to  supplicate 
^^stance  from  Conn,  who  gave  him  five  catna  (caha)*1  (battalions 
4F   eSions),  that  is,  fifteen  thousand  fighting  men.     With  these 
**engus  marched  upon  the  territory  of  Liathan,*8  and  there,  upon 
™*  height  of  Ard-Nemidh,M  he  was  met  by  Mogli  Nuadath,  who 
""ited  aim  a  second  time,  with  great  slaughter  of  his  followers. 

T'.bradi.    Tbe    Annals  of  Clou-  ing  to  hold  the  Convention  of  Tarn ; 

"jJCQoiia  inform   us,  that   when    this  and  that  he,  profiting   by  their  sugges- 

J*?"0*  had  vanquished  his  enemies,  he  tion,  surprised  and  murdered  the  mon- 

^"(Tfed  quietly  and    prosperously   for  arch  oil  Tuesday,  the  20th  of  October, 

í*HT«y  jears  ;  but  that  then  his  own  A.  D.  112  (correctly  173). 

inkers,  Eocaidh  Finn  and  Fiacaidh         "  Catha.    The  regn'ar   Irish   Cath 

™'irhdiT  sent  a  private  message  to  Ti-  consisted  of  3,000  fighting  men. 

™*K.  king  of  Ulster,  to  come  and  at-         ■  Liathmu     Barrymore,  co.  Cork. 

****  him  unawares,  as  be  was  prepar-       "  Ard-Ncmidk,  or  Nemtd't  Height, 
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After  this  victory,  Mogh  Nuadath  expelled  from  Munster  all 
of  the  Ernaans  that  refused  to  do  him  homage.  From  these 
events,  a  great  war  broke  out  between  Conn  and  the  Munster 
prince,  in  which  the  former  was  defeated  in  ten  battles,70  such  as 
the  battle  of  Brosnach,  the  battle  of  Sampait,71  the  battle  of  Gri- 
an,7*  the  battle  of  Ath-luain,78  the  battle  of  Magh-Atha-Crioch,* 
where  Fiacaidh  Bigh-fada,  son  of  Feidlimidh  Rectmar,  was  slain, 
the  battle  of  Asal,76  tlie  battle  of  Uisnech,71  &c.  Tliis  war  then 
lasted  ever  until  Mogh  Nuadath  had  forced  Conn  to  yield  tip 
one-half  of  Ireland  to  himselt  All  of  Ireland  that  lies  south  of 
Ath-cliath  and  Galimh  (i.  e.  Dublin  and  Galway,  with  the  Eslrir 
Kiada  for  its  boundary)  was  ceded  to  Mogh ;  and  the  name  which 
that  half  got  was  Letii-Mogiia  (Mk-Mowa),  i.  e.  Mogh's  Half, 
or  Leth  Eoghain  (Lah-owin\  from  Eogan,  who  was  called  Mogh 
Nuadath.  The  northern  naif  was  called  Leth-Cuinn"  (Láh- 
Quinri),  from  Conn  Ked-Cathach.  It  is  in  reference  to  this  par- 
tition, that  the  bard  speaks  in  the  following  verse : 

"  Great  Eogan,  fortune-favored  chief, 
Soars  high  as  Conn  of  the  llandred  Fights — 
These  heroes  twain,  of  glory  bright, 
Between  them  share  green  Eri's land." 

Another  reason,  also,  is  given  for  Eogan's  having  succeeded 
in  wresting  the  half  of  Ireland  from  Conn.  They  say  that  a 
great  famine,  which  lasted  for  seven  years,  came  upon  Ireland 
during  the  reign  of  Conn,  and  that,  long  before  the  time  of 
scarcity  had  arrived,  one  of  the  druids  of  Mogh  had  forewarned 
him  of  the  calamity  that  was  impending  over  the  whole  nation. 


now  Great  Island,  on  which  is  situated  the  king  of  Spain's  son,  and  a  _ 

the  Cove  of  Cork.  army  of  Spaniards,  picked  occasion  to 

70  Battles.  Brosmach,  the  river  Bros-  quarrel  and  fall  oat  with  the  king,  lor 
na,  in  Eli.  the  customs  and  shippings  of  Dub- 

71  Sumpait,  unknown.  lin,   alleging  that   there  came   more 
n  Grian,  possibly  Enoc-Grcni  (Knock-  ships  of  King  Conn's  side  than  of  his 

Grainc),  i.  e.  the  Hill  of  the  Sun,  over  side,  and  that  he  would  have  the 

Pallasgrean,  barony  of  Coonagh,  co.  toms  in  common  between  them ; 


Limerick.  upon   they   were    incensed   mightily 

73  Ath-Luain,  i.  c.  the  Ford  of  the  against  each  other,  and  met  with   the 
Moon,  now  called  Athlone.  two  great  armies,  at  the  plains  and 

74  Magh-Atha-Cnoch,  unknown  to  the  Heath  of  Moylina,    in  the  territory  of 
editor.  Fercall,  where  the   armies   of  Owen 

"  Asal,  a  plain  near  Croom,  County  were  defeated  and  himself  and  Fregee 

Limerick.  (Fracch)the  king  of  Spain's  son,  slaia, 

7'  Uisnerh,  in  Meath.  and  buried  in  two  little  hillocks,  now 

77  Lrth-Cnum  and  I*th-Mntrhn. "  This  to  be  seen  at  the  said  plain,  which  are, 

division  of  Ireland  stood  for  one  year  as  some  say,  the  tombs  of  the  smid 

nft<»r,  until  Owen  More,  alto*  Moynold,  Owen  and  Fregus." — Annabtf  GJb» 

being  well  aided  by  his  brother-in-law,  nacnoiu. 


/ 
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íogaii,  upon  hearing  it,  determined  to  make  preparation  to  meet 
tie  approaching  season  of  want ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  he  made 
use  of  venison  and  risii  as  his  principal  art  ivies  e.>f  immediate  con- 
sumption as  food,  while  he  stored  up  his  corn.  Besides  this,  be 
expended  upon  eorn  all  the  reut3  and  tributes  that  he  received. 
He  tlius  succeeded  in  filling  up  his  granaries.  Then,  when  the 
season  of  want  had  come,  numbers  of  the  people  of  Ireland  had 
come  to  him  from  all  sides,  who  submitted  themselves  to  Eogan, 
and  «covenanted  to  pay  him  rents  and  tributes,  as  a  compensation 
for-  tífcieir  support  during  the  time  the  famine  lasted.  So  wc  read 
in  t-Vies  duan  beginning  with  the  line,  "Great  Eogau,  fortutie- 
ÍHrored  chief,"  which  speaks  as  follows: 

'•  Eogan  excelled  the  warlike  Conn 
Not  by  the  battles  he  bad  fought— 


A  fearful  famine  smote  the  land, 
Thonph  luck  it  brnught  lo  glorious  Eogau, 
And  men  were  known  to  ent  their  kind 
In  awe-struck  Eri's  dreary  dwellings. 

And  «hen  folk  knew  the  plenteous  store 
Of  corn  and  meat  that  chief  had  hoarded. 
They  li'iiiud  Unmakes  in  vassal  thrall 
'Neath  Eogan 's  away  for  Br   * 


„  -^logh  Nuadath  was  known  by  four  names,M  to  wit,  Eogan,  or 

f^glian  Fidh-Fetach  (Owen  tfee-fai/tagh),  Eoghan  Mor  {Owen 
«or-ey  Eoghan  Taighlech  or  Taidhlech  (Owen  Toulayh),  and 
fr?et  or  Modh  Nuadhitt  fjfow  Nooatk);  as  the  bard  tells  US  in 
tlua  verse: 

"  By  four  auspicious  names  he  is  known — 
We  call  him  Eogan  Mor,  the  bounteous, 
And  Bona  Fidh-fitach,  far-famed, 
Eogan  Taiglech  and  Hogh  Nuadath." 

-No-w,  if  you  would  learn  the  cause  of  each  of  the  surnames 
^piUt*»erated  in  the  above  verse,  you  may  read  the  Coir  Anmann 
'{r'ymology  of  Names),  and  you  will  find  them  explained 
m^ein. 

**era,  daughter  of  Eber  Mor,  son  of  Midna,  king  of  Castile, 
**    the  wife  of  Eogan  Mor ;  and  she  bore  him  a  son  and  tiro 

—r—.  "^""i*    Thia  king  of  Monster  is  or  "  taidlech,"  is  interpreted  splendid. 

7^2    EWKraliy  called  ilogh  Nuadath  The  enact  meaning  of  "  Fid-ftíach"  tin 

jS?  **>  mean  the  xtnmg  workman),  in  editor  has  no  means  by  him  of  asoar- 

"™*T_J*  distinguish  him  from  his  grand-  taining,  and  he  is  unwilling  to  hazard 

^  iv  1  ."eoghan  Mor,  or  the  Great,  bod  of  any  gneaa  of  his  own  on  the  word. 
ow*  Ohm    The  epithet  "taightecb," 


\ 
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daughters.  Olild  Olum  was  the  name  of  that  son,  and  Sgoth- 
niamh  (Skohnceav)  and  Cainncll  were  those  of  the  two  daugh- 
ters: here  is  a  quotation  from  a  Shannachie  in  record  of  that 
fact: 

44  Bera,  mighty  Ebcr's  child, 
Was  Olild  Olum's  mother, 
And  mother  of  two  damsels  fair, 
His  sisters,  Cainncll  and  Sgothniamh.'"* 

And,  furthermore,  according  to  some  historians,  it  was  bj 
Conn  of  the  Ilundred  Battles,  -who  made  an  attack  upon  him  be- 
fore dawn,  that  Eogan  Mor  was  treacherously  slain  in  his  bed, 
as  they  were  on  the  point  of  engaging  each  other  in  battle  upon 
the  plain  of  Magh-Lena**  {Moy-Layna). 

This  monarch  was  called  Conn  Ked-Cathach,  Conn  of  the 
Hundred  Battles,  from  the  hundreds  of  battles*1  which  he  fought 

7t  Cainncll  and    Sgothniamh.    The  Leth-Mogha    The  latter,  now  exhaust- 

first  of  these  names  means  torch  or  light;  cd  bj  wounds,  Boon  falls  under  the 

the  second  is  compounded  of  Sgoth,  a  sword  of  the  chief  'if  the  Fiann,  as  does 

fiotcer,  and  Niamh,  splendor.  also  the  Spaniard  Fraech.    Gull's 


baronies  of  Fireall,  Ballycowan  and  to  the  contending  armies.  Bat  Gill 
Ballyboy.  O'Mulloy  was  its  chief.  The  saw  it,  and  said  :  ••  Lay  down  the  body 
eveuing  before  this  battle,  Conn  ob-  of  Munster's  king,  for  he  died  m  ■ 
served  to  his  council  of  war,  that  Eo-  hero  should."  The  defeat  and  death  of 
gan's  army  was  superior  to  his  own  in  Eogan  did  not  destroy  the  treaty  of 
numbers  and  discipline,  consisting  of  partition  made  between  him  and  Coon. 
27,000  Gaelic  warriors,  2,000  Spani-  With  the  single  exception  of  his  me- 
ards.  and  1,000  other  foreigners  ;  and,  cessor,  the  Ithian  Mac-niadh,  the  lineal 
therefore,  he  determined  to  attack  his  descendants  of  this  Eberian  prince 
enemy  that  very  night,  or  before  light  reigned  uninterruptedly  over  Letn  Mo- 
next  morning.*  To  this  all  his  chiefs  gha  for  more  than  a  thousand  yean 
agreed,  except  Goll  Mac  Morna  (Mac-  after  his  fall.  We  are  told  that  Eo» 
phcrsnn's  Gaul),  the  Fer-Bolg  chief-  gan's  children,  being  minors,  the  Man- 
tain  of  the  Fiann  or  militia  of  Con-  ster  clans  elected  Mac-niadh  aa  their 
naught,  who  rase  and  said  :  ''On  the  king,  and  prepared  to  renew  the  war; 
day  that  my  first  arms  were  put  into  but  that  Conn  made  a  peace  with  the 
my  hands,  1  swore  never  to  attack  an  latter  chief,  confirming  the  nrevRma 
enemy  at  night,  by  surprise,  or  at  any  partition,  and  giving  him  his  aangater 
disadvantage.  To  this  day  I  have  re-  Kadb  in  marriage. — See  O'Hailonm'M 
ligiously  adhered  to  that  promise,  and  History  rf  Ireland. 
«hall  not  break  it  now."  The  attack  N  Conn  reigned  over  Ireland  lor 
was  then  made  without  him.  The  thirty-five  years,  according  to  the  Four 
Minister  men,  though  surprised,  fought  Masters,  while  Keating  and  others  al- 
bravely,  and  Eogan  and  his  Spanish  low  him  but  a  reign  of  twenty.  Una 
cousin  Fraech  dealt  death  on  every  discrepancy  may  be  explained  on  tb» 
side.  Conn  is  losing  the  fight ;  but  as  supposition  that  some  of  onr  annahsta 
it  is  now  day,  and  he  calls  u]>on  Goll  did  not  consider  him  as  full  monardi 
with  his  Fianua  to  attack  the  king  of  until  after  the  death  of  his  rival.  Eogan, 
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the  pentaichs  or  provincial  kings  of  Ireland,  as  the  bnd 
in  the  following  verse : 


"  One  hundred  fights  In  Mumha 
Ootm  Ked-Cathach  the  just  had  fought, 
One  hundred  'gainst  the  UHa  brave, 
And  sixty  fights  'gainst  Laighen's  sons." 

CONARI,  ABD-RIGH. 

«.  D.  145.*    Conari,  eon  of  Mogh  Lamha,  son  of  Lngaidh 

*hach,  son  of  Carbri  Crom-kenn,  son  of  Dari  Dornmar,  ion 

arbri  Finnbar,  son  of  Conari  Mor,  son  of  Edirpgel  of  the 

«of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seven  years, 

he  foil  by  the  hand  of  ifemedh,  son    of  Sruibienn. 

i,  daughter  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Dari,  was  the  mother  of  this 

-mrck 

the  descendants  of  this  Conari,  are  the  Dal  Riada  (Daul 
*<da)  of  Alba  or  Scotland,  the  Basgnigh"  from  Leim-Con- 
~  nn  (Laim  ConcuUin),  and  the  Mnsgraide  {Moosgret\  as  the 
says  in  the  following  verse: 

"  The  Alban  Gaels,  of  Bioda's  line, 
The  Basgoigh  bold  from  Leim  Conculainn, 
And  Mnsgraide  whom  reproach  ne'er  reached, 
Are  sprang  from  comeliest  Conari  (Cormerie)" 

ABT  AEINFER,  ARD-RIGH. 

D.  152.M    Art  Aeinfer*  (Eenar),  son  of  Conn  KedCathach, 
****  of  Feidhmidh  Rectmar,  son  of  Tuathal  Tectmar,  of  the  line  of 


T     — M  D.  158. — Four  Masters,  Conari  them  descend  from  one  of  the  O'Don- 

***m  nells  of  the  Kinel-Conaill,  planted  in 

.  -     &c*jtniglu    This  celebrated  tribe  Munster  during  Cromwell's  days.    The 

™*t>itea  the  territories  now  known  as  great  objection  to  this  is,  that  the  race 

~e  baronies  of  Moyarta  and  Clonder-  of  any  such  northern  ODonnell  has 

**>  in  the  county  of  Clare.    After  the  not  had  time  since  then  to  have  become 

****!>] ishment  of  surnames,  the  chief  so  extremely  numerous  as  the  O'Don- 

^JjHec  of  them  took  the  names  of  nells  now  are  in  those  counties.     Dr. 

u  Jkiskinn  and  O'Dombnaill  or  O'Don-  O'Brien  will  have  it  that  the  O'Don- 

B~|*     On  the  increasing  power  of  the  nells  of  Corcobaskin  are  of  the  same 

-Jk^SBians,  the   Clan  of  Mac  Math-  stock  as  the  Mac  Mahons,  they  being, 

Sy^^him  (Mac  Mahon,  descended  from  according  to  him,  descended  from  the 

*ittk«?rtach  Mor  O'Briain,  king  of  Ire-  eldest  son  of  King  Murkertach,  Domnall 

"^    became  chiefe  of  this  country,  O'Briain,  whose  eyes  had  been  put  out 

^reduced  the  race  of  king  Conari  to  by  his  unnatural  uncle,  Diarmaid,  suc- 

^parative  insijmificance. — See  Notes  cessor  of  Murkertach,  as  chief  of  the 

to  Leabhorna  g-Ceart.   The O'Donnells  Dalcassians,  and  founder  of  the  family 

•jjjlMac  Donnells,  still  so  numerous  in  of  O'Brien.     Conari  had  reigned  eight 

«*  counties  of  Clare,  Limerick   and  years,  according  to  the  Four  Masters, 

Tippcrary,  are  most  probably  the  rep-  when  he  fell  by  the  sen  of  Sruibhgheann. 

raortatives  of  this  ancient  and  warlike  M  A.  I).  1G6. — Four  Masters, 

triw ;  though  some  would  fain  make  *  Art  III. 


314  THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 

Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirty  years.  His 
wife  was  Mt-db  Lcthderg  (Mive  or  Maive  Lahyarg\  daughter  ci 
Conan  of  Cualann,  and  from  her  is  called  Kath-Meidbi  (Rauh* 
Meivic),  close  by  Tcmhair.  The  reason  why  he  was  called  Art 
Acinfer  (AV/jar),  i.  e.  Art  the  Solitary,  was  because  he  was  the 
only  one  of  his  father's  sons  that  survived ;  for  his  two  brothers, 
Conla  and  Crinna,  were  slain  by  Eocaidh  Finn,  the  brother  oi 
Conn.  Conn,  indeed,  had  two  brothers,  namely,  this  Eocaidh 
Finn,  and  Fiachaidh  Suighdi,  and  it  was  by  their  hands  thai 
those  two  brothers  of  Art  fell,  in  testimony  of  which  the  follow- 
ing two  verses  have  been  recorded  in  our  history : 

"  The  brothers  of  the  royal  Conn 
Were  Eocaidh  Finn  and  Fiacaidh  Suighdi, 
Who  Conla  slew  and  Crinna  brave, 
Conn's  comely  sons,  their  youthful  nephewB. 

Thence  Art  abhorred  proud  Eocaidh  Finn, 
Remembering"  well  his  slaughtered  brothers, 
And  called  himself  the  Lonely  Art, 
Bereft  thus  of  those  kindly  princes." 

Conn,  indeed,  had  six  children  in  all,  namely,  Art  Aeinfer, 
Conla,  Crinna,  Maein,  Saradh  and  Sadb  {Sara  and  Soive);  as  is 
read  in  the  duan,  which  begins  with  this  rann  down  here : 

"  The  names  I  know  of  Conn's  six  children, 
Maein,  Saradh,  Sadb,  Sil-Eoluim's  mother, 
And  the  heroes  fair  and  bright  of  feature 
Conla,  Crinna,  with  Art  the  Lonely." 

As  we  have  just  said,  Conla  and  Crinna  were  slain  by  Eooaidb 
Finn  and  Fiacaidh  Suighdi."  Saradh  was  married  to  Conari, 
son  of  Mogh  Lamha,  to  whom  she  bore  the  three  Carbria 
namely,  Carbri  Eiada,  Carbri  Baschaein  (Boskten),  and  Carhn 
Musg.  And  it  was  the  posterity  of  Carbri  Riada  that  went  tc 
Alba  (Scotland),  and  it  is  they  that  are  called  the  Dal-Riada.  For, 

M  Eocaidh  FinnandFiaeaidhSuighdi.  tority  Fotharta,  from  EocatdVf  we 

When  Art  succeeded  Conari  as  mon-  Of  these  the  two  principal  won  tfe 

arch  of  Ireland,  he  banished  his  uncle  barony  Forth,  in  Carlow,  and  the  bat 

Eocaidh  Finn  Fothart  and  his  sons  ony  Forth,  in  Wexford;   and  worn 

from  Meath,  because  they  had  assassi-  others  {heretofore  mentioned).    In  a] 

nated  his  brothers,  Connla  and  Crinna,  those  his  race  became  extinct  or  ot) 

and  had  betrayed  his  father  to  the  scure  at  an  early  period,  except  in  tb 

Ulstermen.     Eocaidh  being    married  Fortharta    Fea,    in    Carlow,    t*"- 

to  Uchdelbha  (Ughdclva),  the  grand-  Of Nolan,  his  descendant,  retained 

daughter  of  Cuthaeir  Mor,  proceeded  siderable   possessions    till    the  s 

into  Lciiuter,  and  the  king  of  that  teenth  century. — O'D.    Fiacaidh,  tb 

province  bestowed  upon  him  and  his  other  brother  of  Conn,  was  the 

sons  certain  districts  called  by  pos-  of  the  celebrated  tribes  of  the 


THE   UISTORY  OF  IRELAND.  S15 

Eocaidh  Munrcmar,  one  eftlte  iwscndants  of  Carbri  Riada,  had 
tiro  sous,  named  Erca  and  Eden.  From  Erca  has  sprang  the 
Did  Jtiada  of  Alba ;  the  Dal-Riada  of  llladh,  who  arc  also  called 
tlio  Itutach,"  and  are  the  progeny  of  Eolcu. 
Sadb  (Sadhbh,  Some),  her  sister,  the  above-named  daughter 
'  of  Conn,  was  married  to  Mac-niudh,  son  of  Lugaidh,  a  des- 
e  1 1  ■  lant  of  Lugaidh  son  of  Ith ;  and  she  bore  him  a  son  named 
Lugaidh,  wh<>  was  also  styled  Mae-Con.  Then,  after  the  death 
«f  -M íM.'-Niadh,  she  was  married  to  Oldd  Olum,  to  whom  she- 
bore  tunc  sons,  seven  of  whom  fell  in  the  battle  of  Magh 
Mocrumhi  {May  Mockrivvie),  as  Oldd  Olum  himself  has  told  us 
to  the  following  verse : 

"  Mac-Con  hie  slain  my  seron  sons. 

Bow  auil  my  liitier,  fiirrcitig  wail ! 
Eogan,  DuliioiT'-iin,  and  Mn^h-Corb, 
Lugaidh,  Eocaidh,  Dithorba,  Tadgl" 

Corrnac  Cas  and  Kian  (ITeean)  were  the  names  of  the  two 
vn*  of  Olild  Olum,  that  returned  from  the  battle  of  Magh 
Mijcitunhi. 

."°w,  although  Olild  Olum  had  nineteen  sons  in  all,  to  wit, 
nine  "by  Sadb,  daughter  of  Conn,  and  ten  by  other  women, 
"f*01"1  teless,  none  of  them  left  any  posterity  after  them,  except 

three,   as  the  bard  informs  us  in  the  following  verse : 

"  Nineteen  fWt  stun  thni.  ■■blcftain  had 
(The  beauteous  Olild  Olum), 
Or  them,  the  duns  of  three  survive, 
From  whom  have  sprung1  our  free-born  races.''" 

"oildrgn  of  Sadb,  daughter  of  Conn,  were  those  three  who 
h*ve  left  issue.  The  first  of  them  was  Eogan  Mor,  son  of  Olild 
Ojum,  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Magh  Mocrumhi,  by  the  hand 
™  Beinni  Brit,  son  of  the  king  of  Britain.  And  the  son  of 
B°gan  was  Fiacaidh  Mul-lethan,  from  whom  have  sprung  the 
clan  of  Carthach  (MacCarthy),  the  races  of  Sullibau  (O'Sul- 
Unn,)  of  Caemh  fO'KeefFe),  and  of  Kellachan  (O'Calla- 
gbanj,  with  their  kindred  branches;  and  Munca,  daughter 
of  Dil,  son  of   Da-Crega,  the  druid,  was  the   mother  of  this 

"  R'itadi,  i.  e.  the  Kouti,  in  Antrim,  prince,  to  have  established  the  suprem- 

i»  *id  to  be  o  corruption  of  Dal-Ri&da.  acy  or  his  race  upon  such  solid  fonuda- 

F'te-born  races.      Olild-Olum  was  tious  in  times  or  sach  extreme  convul- 

the  founder  of  the  Eberian  sway  in  sion ;  for  his  dynasty  continued  to  rule 

jfnaster, md  from  him  sprung  all  the  the  south  of  Ireland,  in  spite  of  in  tea--' 

el**  ll»t,  thenceforth,  were  able  to  lay  tine  and  external  wars,  from  his  own 

claim  to   its   sovereignty.     He   must  time  down  to  the  English  invasion. 
bare  been  both  a  great  and  an  able 


316  TEE  HISTORY  OF  IBBLAND. 

chief;  and  Ath-Isel,"  on  the  Siuir,  was  the  place  where  he 
was  born ;  and  he  was  called  "  Fiacaidh  Fer-da-linch"  {Feegha 
Fer-daw-leeagh),  i.  e.  Fiacaidh  of  the  two  doleful  tales,  for 
woeful  wore  the  two  accidents  that  befel  him,  nrmely:  the 
killing  of  his  father  on  the  field  of  Mocrumhi,  shortly  after  his 
mother  had  conceived  him,  and  the  death  of  his  mother,  who 
expired  immediately  after  giving  him  birth.  Thence  it  was  that 
the  name,  Fiacaidh  Fer-da-liach,  continued  to  be  applied  to  him. 
Olild  Olum  speaks  thus  upon  this  subject,  as  we  read  in  the 
Cath  Muighe  Mocrumhi  (Cah  Moye  ilocruvie),  i  e.  the  battle  of 
Magh  Mocrumhi : 

44  Two  wocb  to  thee  death  wrought — 
At  once  came  two  dire  wails—- 
Thy  sire  and  mother,  both 
To  thee  have  caused  great  dole. 

Thy  sire  and  mother  both — 
Thy  grcatucss  in  the  bod — 
The  man  was  slain  in  fipht, 
The  dame  died  in  thy  birth." 

He  was  also  sumamed  MaeiMethan ;  because,  when  the  time 
of  his  birth  had  arrived,  her  father,  the  druid,  had  told  Munoa 
that  her  child  should  become  a  king  if  his  birth  were  delayed 
for  twenty-four  hours ;  but  that  he  should  become  nothing  more 
than  a  druid,  if  born  within  that  time.  "Then,"  paid  Munca, 
"  in  hopes  that  my  child  may  yet  become  a  king,  he  shall  not 
be  born  for  these  twenty-four  hours,  unless  he  pass  through  my 
side."  She  then  went  into  a  ford  upon  the  river  Siuir,  that 
flowed  by  her  father's  dwelling,  and  there  she  remained  station- 
ary,  seated  upon  a  stone.  And  when  the  auspicious  hour  had 
arrived,  she  came  forth  out  of  the  river,  gave  birth  to  her  «>n,  and 
then  died  immediately  upon  the  spot  It  was  that  son,  then, 
that  was  named  Fiacaidh  Macil-letnan ;  and  he  was  so  desig- 
nated because  the  crown  of  his  head  (Mullach)  was  made  broad 
(lethan)  by  the  obstruction  which  his  mother  had  given  to  hia 
birth,  by  remaining  sitting  in  the  ford.  Thus,  the  term  "  Maeil- 
lethan""  (Mucd-Wtan),  i.  e.  broad-head,  has  remained  attached 
to  his  name. 

The  second  son  of  Olild  Olum,  that  left  a  progeny  after  him, 
was  Cormac  Cas,  from  whom  have  sprung  the  Dal-g-Cais  {Daid- 
gash},  the  Siol-Aedha  (Hhtcl  A  yd),  that  is,  the  clan  of  MacCon- 

w  Alh-Itel,    now   Athaaael,  on    the  ready  animadverted  upon.    As  if  a 

river  Suir,  still  famous  for  its  mined  man  could  not  have  a  broad  or  a  hove 

abbey.  head,  without  assigning  an  impossflih 

w  'MaeiMethan.  This  ridiculous  story  reason  therefor, 
is  on  a  par  with  the  many  others  al- 
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nara  (Mac  Namara),  and  tie  Siol-g-Clannchadha  {ShM-OUm- 

Jiuee)  (Mac  Clanchy).     And  it  waa  to  this  Cormnc  that  Olild 

Ulum  had  left  the  heirship  ef  Munster,  before  he  learned  that 

•"iacaidh  Maeil-lethan  had  beer»  born  to  Eogan  Mor;   but,  when 

te  had  heard  of  this,  the  arrangement  he  made  was,  to  leave  the 

-vocesaion  to  his  kingdom,  immediately  after  his  own  death,  to 

jrmac  Caa,  during  that  prince's  lifetime,  decreeing  that  the 

■yai  power  should  be  possessed  by  Fiacaidh  Mat ildethan  next 

iter   the  death  of  Cormac,  and  that  the  kingdom  should  eon- 

uue   to  be   inherited,  for  ever,  thus  alternately,  during  each 

uccessive  reign,  by  the  descendants  of  Cormac  Ca-*,  and  of 

"iaoaidh  Maeil-lethan.     For  some  generation?,  the  kingdom  of 

"unster  was  inherited  according  to  this  arrangement. 

The  third  son  of  Olild  01  urn,  who  left  a  progeny  after  bim, 

as  Kian ;  and  of  bis  posterity  are  the  clans  of  O'Kerbliail  (i.  e. 

''Carroll),  O'Mcachair  (i.  e.  0' Meagher),  Oh-Eadhra  (i.  e.  O'llara), 

'Gadhra  (i.  e.  O'Gara  or  Guiry)  O'Cathasaigh  (i.  e.  O'Cwoy), 

id  O'Conchabbair  of  Kiaunucbt  (i.  e.  O'Connor  of  Keennglit  iu 

ifcter,} 

Olild  Olum,  who  had  a  reign  of  sixty  years,  is  the  first  king 
"the  line  of  Eber,  who  is  named  in  the  Royal  Roll  (Réiin  Rigli- 
liílhe),  as  having  ruled  the  two  provinces  or  pen  tare  1  tat  ea  of 
.unster ;  for,  previous  to  the  banishment  of  Mac-Con  by  Olild, 
ie  sovereignty  of  Munster  was  possessed  by  two  races,  namely : 


-*=*e  tribe  of  t)arini,  of  the  line  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  from 
<_^*~"hich  sprang  Mac-Con  ;  and  the  tribe  of  Dergtbini,  of  Itic  blood 
^j^^^Jf  fiber,  of  which  came  Olild  Olum.  And,  whenever  the  aover- 
^^■*gnty  of  Munster  was  possessed  by  the  tribe  of  Dariui,  the 
^-^iehonship  and  tanistship  was  held  by  the  tribe  of  D  Tglhini ; 
*  *•  iid,  again,  when  the  kingly  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  line 
^  f  Dergtbini,  the  taniatship  and  brehonship  was  the  right  of  the 
*"*3rmer  race.  Thus  it  continued  until  Mac-Con's  ambition" 
"^■rared  beyond  the  brehonship  of  Olild  Olum.    For  this  was  he 

^^  "  Mat-Con's  ambition.  In  the  twenty-  Riadii,  son  of   Ooaaxi  II.,  in  revenge 

5**rt  J*ar  of  the  reigaof  Art  III.,  "  the  for  bia  own  father.  Carbri  Muszwouod- 

^•ttto  of  Kennfebrat  (Ktnfaorat,  now  ed  Lngnidh,  i.  t.  Mac-Oi.  in  the  thigh, 

*^«rt  of  Sliabb  Riach,  near  Kilmallock)  bo  that  he  was  ever  afterward»  Innie." 

w    *  fought  by  the  tons  of  Olild  and  the  —  Set  Four  Masters.     After  this  defeat 

e  Oarbris,  i.e.  Carbri  Muse,  Carbri  Mac-Con  and  his  party  applied  for  pro- 

...H.   and  Carbri  Bnscnein,  against  tec  t  ion  to  the  nmnardi  Art.  lint  liuuiag 

-fcioder»   the   Druid,   Nemedh,  son   of  none,  he  fled  from  the  kingd-nn,  nccom- 

^rnib-kenn,  and  the  south  of  Ireland ;  paDied  by  Lugaidh  Laga,  ttic  brother 

~»hete  ml  Nemedh,  son  of  Sroibkeon,  of  Olild  Olum,  who  was  displeased  at 

;   of  the   Eroai   of   Munster,  and  the  friendship  that  tutisttd  bitwctn  the 

i,  the  Drnid  of  the  Darini.  Dad-  latter  and  Art  A i' infer,  who  had  caus- 

..jB^tin  by  Eogan, ion  of  Olild;  ed  the  death  of  Mojjli  Nuadjtli,  tk-.ir 

>fcraedlil  son  of  SroTb-keon,  by  Oarbri  lather. 
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driven  out  of  the  country,  and  forced  to  spend  some  time  in 
exile.  During  his  banishment  he  made  himself  allies  and 
friends,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to  return  to  Ireland,  accompanied 
by  Beinni  Brit,  son  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  backed  by 
a  great  force  of  foreigners.  With  these  he  challenged  Art 
Aeinfer,  king  of  Ireland,  to  a  battle,  in  revenge  for  his  support 
of  Olild  Olum.  Upon  this,  both  parties  having  mustered  their 
forces,  they  prepared  to  contend  in  battle  upon  the  plain  of 
Mocrumhi,  whither  Art  led  his  entire  host,  and  whither,  also, 
came  the  nine  sons  of  Olild  Olum,  followed  by  the  seven  legions 
(i.  e.  caths)  of  Muneter,  as  auxiliaries  to  Art,  while  Mao-Con, 
with  his  foreigners,  stood  opposed  to  them  in  hostile  array.  The 
battle  of  Magh  Mocrumhi  was  then  fought,  and,  in  it,  Art  and 
his  forces  were  completely  routed.  There,  also,  that  king  him- 
self was  slain,  by  the  hand  of  the  stout  champion,  Lugaidh  Laga» 
son  of  Eogan  Taighlech,  and  brother  of  Olild  Olild,  for  mat 
warrior  fought  on  the  side  of  Mac-Con.  Seven  of  the  sons  of 
Olild  Olum  likewise  fell  upon  that  field. 

Olild  Olum  had  been  first  named  Acngus.  *  The  cause  of  his 
being  called  Olild  Olum  arose  from  the  result  of  a  criminal 
intercourse  which  he  had  with  Aini,  daughter  of  Ogamhal ;  for, 
as  this  damsel  lay  by  Olild's  side,  his  unwilling  mistress,  she 
completely  bit  off  one  of  his  ears  from  his  head,  in  vengeance 
both  for  the  violence  to  which  he  had  subjected  herself,  and  for 
his  having  slain  her  father  shortly  before.  Thence  he  was  called 
Olild  01um,M  which  means,  Olild  of  the  Bare  Ear ;  the  latter 
word  being  derived  from  "o,"  an  car,  and  "lorn,"  bare:  and  the 
cause  why  he  was  named  Olild**  (otherwise  spelt,  OilioU) — which 
is  the  same  as  "oil,  oil,"  that  in,  great  blemish — was  by  reason 

99  Olum.  Dr.  O'Connor  considers  most  have  bitten  off  the  ear  of  Hi 
this  word  to  mean  the  same  thing  as  fourth  ancestor,  Gorb  Olum,  or  Den» 
"  ollamh,"  i.  e.  a  learned  sage  or  doctor,  theini,  likewise,  which,  however  aaia- 
But  Dr.  O'Donovun  informs  us  that  it  cious  the  tribe  may  have  been»  is  ex- 
is  always  written  "  olum"  by  our  anti-  ceedingly  improbable.  This  fact  mat 
quaries,  and  understood  to  mean  of  the  go  far  to  prove,  that  the  rarnaue 
bare  ear,  thus  tacitly  admitting  the  "Olum"  was  hereditary.  Can  we  be» 
truth  of  the  horrible  and  disgusting  licve  that  the  misfortune  of  having  a* 
story  told  above.  The  word,  however,  car  bitten  off  was  so  likewise? 
with  all  due  deference  to  Dr.  O'Dono-  *  Olild.  Whatever  ground  there  be 
van,  is  sometimes  written  M  eolura,"  for  believing  that "  Olum"  mean  ban 
which,  coming  from  "  col,"  knowledge,  ear,  there  can  be  none  for  thinking  the! 
may  well  mean  page,  and  Dr.  O'Connor  this  name  Olild  was  applied  to  the 
he  right  after  all.  There  is  also  strong  Munster  king,  as  a  dishonoring  epithet 
presumptive  evidence  that  "  Olum,"  or  It  was  then  already  grown  old  ae  a 
"  Knlum,"  whatever  it  means,  was  not  proper  name  amongst  the  Gaeb.  It 
acquired  by  Olild  alone,  amongst  his  had  been  borne  by  numberless  chieftaine 
family.  If  the  Danaan  Aini  bit  off  his  and  warriors,  and  by  three  Irish 
ear,  some  other  fair  Danaan  or  Belgian  archs,  and  several   provincial  " 
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of  tiree  great  personal  blemishes  with  which  he  had  met>  and 
witich  stuck  to  him  to  the  day  of  his  death ;  for  he  was  bale 
of  axi  ear,  he  had  black  teeth,  and  his  breath  was  foul.    These 
blexaoishes  were  brought  upon  him  in  the  following  manner: 
imxx^ediately  after  losing  his  ear,  as  we  have  just  told,  through 
tho    ^vengeance  of  Aini,  he  was  seized  witli  a  violent  fit  of  rage, 
^*      under  its  influence,  he  struck  his  spear  through  that  damsel's 
into  the  earth,  so  that  the  head  of  the  spear  was  dashed 
st  a  stone,  by  which  its  point  was  bent.     Olild,  thereupon, 
the  spear-head  between  nis  teeth,  in  order  to  straighten  its 
and  the  poison   that  was  upon  the  blade,  got  thus  into 
,  so  that  they  became  black  all  at  once.     Thence  there  also 
a  foul  odor  from  his  breath,  that  contaminated  him  to  his 
e;  for  he  had  broken  the  three  sacred  injunctions  (gesa), 
*l****fc   had  been  attached  to  that  spear.    These  were,  never  to 
ajlc>^r  its  head  to  touch  upon  a  stone ;  never  to  take  it  between 
~*^       teeth ;  and  never  to  use  it  in  slaying  a  woman.     Thus  it 
HaF*I?ened,  from  his  having  violated  these  three  sacred  injunc- 
^ptiSj  that  those  three  blemishes  above  mentioned  came  upon 
"i1***  and  that,  from  them,  men  called  him  Oilioll,  which  is  inter- 
preted "  oil,  oil,"  or  great  blemish.»4 


LUGAIDH  MAC-CON,   ARD-MGH. 


D.  182.M  Lugaidh,"  that  is,  Mac-Con,  son  of  Mac-Niadh, 
aox^  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Dari,  son  of  Fer-Ulni,  son  of  Edbolg, 
s°1^  of  Dari,  son  of  Sithbolg,  of  the  line  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith, 
^P1*  of  Breogan,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirty  years. 
^s  xve  have  above  stated,  Sadb,  daughter  of  Conn  of  the  Hun- 
dre<i  Battles,  was  the  mother  of  Mac-Con.  Lugaidh,  who  was  the 
SOri  of  Mac  Niadh,  was  called  by  the  nickname  of  Mac-Con,  for 

q5S*    ages  before  Olild  Olum  was  born,  remembered  as  one  of  the  Banshees  of 

m         ^  1S  a  VC17  m°dern  wav  °f  spell-  Munster. 

in&  the  word:  in  the  old  MSS.  it  is  M  Great  blemish.  We  have,  a  little 
O??**  written  Aileld,  Alild,  Oileld,  before,  seen  Olild  called  "  Olild  Alainn 
c  *i  »  Ailell>  &c*  To  BUPPose  that  Jt  Olum,"  i.  e.  beauteous  Olild  Olum ; 
J?1*^  mean  anything  disgraceful,  is  which  it  is  not  likely  that  the  historic 
K^r *^cstly  absurd.  We  may,  then,  set  bard  would  have  ventured  upon,  had  he 
ji*e  ^liole  tale  down  as  a  lying  calumny,  been  of  so  offensive  a  presence,  as  this 
gj^^ted  to  depreciate  the  race  of  Eber,  tale  would  make  him.  The  grand  ob- 
it   w*^*  upon  what  untenable  foundations  jection  to  it  Is  that,  if  he  was  so  de- 

,  **^s  been  built.     The  lady  Aini,  formed,  he  could  scarcely  have  main- 

iv      ***  Olild  is  said  to  have  so  cruelly  tained  himself  on  the  throne  amongst  a 

<^?>  was  a  Danaan ;  her  father,  whom  people  so  much  taken  by  externals  as 

o-  v^  had  slain,  is  elsewhere  called  Eo-  the  Gaels. 

S?b*l.    It  is  from  her  that  the  Hill  of  "  A.  D.  196.— Four  Masters. 

^nc^kany,  near  Bruff,  co.  Limerick,  w  Lugaidh  V. 
^  it  name.    She  is  now  traditionally 
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the  following  reason :  when  he  was  an  infant  in  the  house  of 
his  step-father,  Olild  Olum,  the  latter  chief  had  a  certain  hound, 
which  was  named  Elair  Derg  (Red  Eagle).  The  infant  Lugaidh 
happening,  once,  to  creep  to  this  hound  upon  his  hands  and 
feet,  the  animal  took  him  kindly  to  its  breast,  and,  thence- 
forward, it  was  found  impossible  to  keep  him  away  from  his 
strange  nurse.  Hence  he  got  the  name  of  Mac-Con, ,T  (L  e.  son 
of  the  "  cu"  or  wolf-hound). 

Now,  when  Mac-Con  had,  as  we  have  seen,  gained  great  pie- 
eminence,  after  his  return  from  banishment,  and  after  winning 
the  battle  of  Magh  Mocrumhi,  where  Art  Aeinfer  fell,  he  made 
himself  master  of  all  Ireland  in  the  course  of  one  week ;  and 
he  enjoyed  the  sovereignty  thereof  for  thirty  years,  as  we  read 
in  the  uuan,  which  commences  with  the  line,  "  Cnuca'a  hill," 
o'er  LinVs  stream."    The  following  are  its  words : 

"  In  one  week's  time,  (no  humble  glory !) 
Brave  Lugaidh  conquered  Eri's  plains : 
Subduing  both  her  royal  chieftains, 
In  those  seven  days  he  won  her  throne. 

For  thirty  years,  with  strength  unbroken, 
Mac-Con,  thence,  held  unrivalled  sway ; 
But,  then,  the  curly-headed  hero, 
Unvanquishcd  still,  by  treason  fell." 

Now,  this  Mac-Con,  of  whom  we  are  speaking,  was  not  of  the 
race  of  Enna  Muncacin,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  although  that  stale* 
ment  is  made  in  the  duan  which  commences  with  the  line 
"Comely  Conari,  son-in-law  of  Conn;"  but  he  was  descended  of 
the  line  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  son  of  Breogan.  Miledh  of 
Spain,  son  of  Bili,  (Btflch,)  Ron  of  Breogan,  and  Lugaidh,  son 
Ith,  son  of  Breogan,  were  cousin-germans.  So  that^  although 
the  posterity  of  Lugaidh  Mac  Itha  are  of  the  Fine  Oaedhail, 
(Finneh  Gat/i/,)  still  they  are  not  of  the  Clanna    Milidh,  (Clcmnm 

r  Mac-Con.  *•  This,  however,  is  clear-  Keating  has  taken  do  notice  of  the  re- 
ly the  guess  of  derivation  of  a  posterior  markable  battle  that  was  fought  herein 
age.  The  won!  Mac-Con  would  cer-  the  reign  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Bet 
tainly  denote  filiut  Cani$,  but  it  might  ties,  by  that  monarch,  against  hie  rival 
also  be  figuratively  used  to  denote  son  Koran  Mor.  In  it  Eogan  was  defeated, 
of  a  hero  ;  and  as  his  father's  name  and  his  allv,  Cumhal,  son  of  Trenmor, 
was  Mac-Siadh,  that  is,  son  of  a  hero,  chieftain  of  the  Fiaun  of  Leinster  end 
it  might  not.  perhaps,  be  considered  lather  of  the  celebrated  Finn,  or  PincaL 
over  presumptuous  hi  an  etymologist  of  fell  therein,  by  the  hand  of  GoOMac 
the  present  day,  to  reject  the  story  Morna.  Eogan  bad  to  fly  thenoe  to 
about  the  Greyhound  liitch,  and  substi-  Spain,  whence,  returning  with  a  power- 
tute  a  modern  conjecture  in  its  place."  ful  force,  he  soon  retrieved  lib  lost 
— Dr.  O'Dmwmn.  fortune,  and  forced   Conn  to  divide 

"  Cnucas  hill.    This  is  probably  the  Ireland  with  him. 
place  now  Castleknock,  near  Dublin. 
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p)  /or  ohildrea  of  MttpP»,  but  they  are  neyertheleB*  their 
hl  as  a  bftid  ,thna  tefls,  in  speaking  of  three  of  the  oka» 
of  ***»  rihiMmi  rf  ft1*; ™  é1a»  *HHriÍTTg  rnrn  •' 

-0  OoMfasljlJ»  of  to  fcatrre  horns, 
.Ofc-Mn^wfl-tDdOnoiM-AA,1 

Glut  whose  ancestral  tree  ne'er  ML 

Three  dan*  oat  of  the  soot  of  MfleaV9 

^_  Bfeato  follow*  the  names  of  the  other  clans  that  have  sprung 
Í52P&  the  stock  of  Lngaidh,  son  of  Ith ;  to  wit,  OTaegari,'  (nor 


inCarbery;  Mao 
«  (now  Mao  Clanchy,)  of  Dartraide ;   O'Cuiram/ 


0»Cbfe*oigft.  Thk  dan,  the  mem-  -'  OTMs» Area.    The  castle  of  Ar- 

*->•-   of  which  now  «si  thfsdvss  dash,  midway  between  Skibberaea  and 

i^^hjg   sad    Ooifey,  wn»  formerly  Baltimore,  was  one  oT  this  chiefs  prfav 

Tr^^d  in  the  territories  at  present  dpsi  seats. 

SI****  as  Barriroe  east  and  west,  *  OtLamgari    The  chieftain  of  this 

?**fe  conwty  of  Cork,  when  the  sept  of  the  deseeodants  of  Mao-Oon 

j7*^sr  splendor  of  the  clan  k  attested  was  driven  from  the  seabord  oT  Ooioa 

St,th«  rains  of  their  feudal  castles  Lmghe  abont  the  time  of  the  EngUrii 

ff?S*  still  exist.    Dr.  8mith  says,  in  invasion.    After  which  he  settled  with 

«ory  of  Cork  :*  Almost  on  every  his  «lowers  m  the  parish  of  Inchages- 

A  of  this  barony  were  castles  mgh,  or  Iveleary,  in  the  barony  af 

Ivy  the  Irish,  seven  of  which  Mnskerv. 

,  to  the  sept  O'Cowhig,  as  Don-  »  CTBari.    TOs  name  is  now  some- 

,Dma>wenyJ>imorevI>!meenf  Dnn-  times  confounded  by  Etagtish-spesJdns; 

[v  Dimwotlcy,  and  Dungoohr.  people  with  that  of  the  Norman  lie 

nigs  seem  to  have  been  m  Barry,  or  Barry.    Their  territory,  stifi 

.._  more  powerful  then  their  called  Mamtsr-Bhaire  ( Jrtmtrn-yiwrfs), 

the  ODnscoBs  or  O-b-Bdiis-  limmthopsjishofKllcroghsj^ooaBty 

and  Oltyim  or  OTloinn-Arda.  of  Cork. 

lay  nearest  to  the  English  free-  The  Ch-Aeda  (O'Hea),  O'Dunlaing 

were  the  earliest  robbed,  sad  (CDowiing),    O'Dubhchoima   (ODe- 

Mst  into  obscurity.    The  pro-  heny),    O'Lonain    (sometimes   called 

r,  from  wbom  they  took  their  Lannin,  Lenane  and  Leonard),  O'Lai- 

2^JV*as  called  Cobthaeh  Finn,  son  digh    (Liddy),   ODuinin    (Downing), 

YF  «anylach,  the  twelfth  in  descent  and  several  other  names  still  numerous 

wj****  kmg   Lngaidh  Mac-Con.    The  in  the  south-west  of  Munster,  are  of 

^Jjl  Cobthaeh  means  victor.  this  race. — See  Tkird  Part. 

ff^^O-krEulirsgeoil.    The  territory  of  *  Mac  Flannchaday  of    Dartraide. 

J~***tsco11,  or  O-h-EdirsgeoU,  who  in  The  territory  of  this  Sept,  which  must 

j?^*  times  was  the  most  distinguished  be  distinguished  from  the  Dalcassion 

?*****  of  the  Corca-Lnighe,  originally  Mac  Clanchies,  chief-brehons  of  Tho- 

g^prised  the  entire  of  the  diocese  of  mond,  was  comprised  within  the  present 

*!**&.    But  when  the  Eoganacht  clans  barony  of  Rossclogher,  co.  of  Leitrim. 

m-  ^_^a^ony»  O'Donovan,  O'Cullane,  In  Irish,  the  name  is  properly  spelled 

r.  QoQios,  and  O'Sullivan  were  driven  Mac  Fhlannchadha  (Mac  Lonndgkuee), 

!m°    this  territory,  after  the  English  as  being  derived  from  a  chief  named 

!nr^*iou1  it  was  narrowed  to  the  follow-  Flanncaxlh,  the  twenty-third  descend- 

PjE    jarishes  in  the  territory  of  Car-  antfromDari8irehxechtax&,orDaruii. 

SPAJí  *«•*   Myross,    Olanbarahane,  They   were    called    Dartraide,   from 

"Usufr,  Creagh,  Kilcoe,  Aghadown,  Doighri,    Dart,   grandfather   of 

"<*  Clear  Island.  Flaancaidh. 
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(now  O'Cumccn,)  and  Mac  Amhalgaidh,*   (Mae  Awlet/,)  of  C 

raide  ;T  and  Mac  Állinn'  of  Alba,  (Scotland.) 

This  Mac-Con  was  the  third  chieftain  of  the  line  of  Lugai< 

son  of  Ith,  that  won  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.    The  first  king 

this  race  was  Eocaidh  Edgothach,  w.ho,  having  ruled  that  001 

try  for  four  years,  (from  A.M.  2866  to  A.M.  2870,)  was  slain 

Ivermna,  son  of  Ebric ;  the  second  king  was  Eocaidh  Aptha 

son  of  Finn,  who  fell  by  the  hand  of  Finn,  son  of  Bratha,  wl 

he  had  reigned  but  one  year,  (A.M.  3301  to  A.M.  3302);  and  1 

third  king  was  this  Mac-Con,  of  whom  we  are  now  treating. 

testimony  of  these  facts,  the  following  verse  has  been  left 

record: 

"  Three  kings  there  sprung  from  tall  Mac  Itha,  ' 

Two  Kocaidhs  first,  then  rose  proud  Lugaidh, 
Who,  by  his  glorious  deeds  and  battles, 
Avenged  our  injured,  dear  Clan  Itha." 

It  was  a  poet,  named  Fercheas,  son  of  Coman,  that  aasafflinar 
Mac-Con,  with  a  species  of  javelin,  called  rincné,  at  the  inatij 
tion  of  Cormac,  son  of  Art,  as  the  king  stood  with  his  bs 
against  a  pillar-stone  at  Gort-an-oir,  near  Derg-rath,  in  Ma 
Fcmhenn,  to  the  west  of  Ath-na-Carbad,  and  while  he  was  tb 
engaged  in  distributing  silver  and  gold  to  the  poets  and  ollan 
of  Ireland.  When  the  poet  Fercheas,  son  of  Coman,  who  1 
dwelling  at  Ard-na-Geimlech  (which  is  now  called  Cnooac 
heard  that  Mac-Con  was  thus  occupied,  he  entered  the  asaeml 
with  the  others  of  his  class,  bringing  the  rincné  with  him.  Hi 
when  he  had  reached  the  presence  of  Mao- Con,  he  thrust '. 
victim  through  the  body  with  his  weapon,  until  it  met  the  pffl 
stone,  against  which  the  prince  had  leaned  his  back,  and,  the 

O'Cnirnln.     In  latter   ages,  the  ritorics  known  by  this   name»   t 

head  of  this  furaily  resided  at  Inis-Moc,  having  been  possessed  by  braocfaai 

íiochaiiilé,  or  Church  Island,  in  Lough  the    tribe  of   the  Calrakte    (Ctb 

(■ill,  barony  of  Oar  bury,  and  county  of  which  had  taken  its  name  Iron  Logs 

riligo.  The  O'Curnccud  were  for  many  Cal,  son  of  Dari  Sir-Oechtacb.   £1 

centuries  hereditary  poets  to  the  0'-  genealogy  of  die  CorcfrLoigta.tfcm 

Iluairc*,  princtrs  of  Brefni.  eight  territories  enumerated  of  tkto 

•  Mac  Ama!%aidh.   This  is  evidently  nomination, 

a  mistake.    The  sept  hero  called  Mac  *  Mac-AUinns.     "  Certain  It  is  t 

Amalgaidh  waa  a  branch  of  the  Ui  many  illustrious  houses  in  North  I 

Fiacrach,  who.*1  family  name  was  0'-  ain  trace  their  origin  to  him  (Mao-C 

Macilfhina,  now  O'Mullany,  and  who  through  his  son;   as  the  Cunpftji 

succeeded  the  Ithion  tribe  of  the  Cal-  who,  to  this  day,  arc  called  in  the  I 

raide  as  possessors  of  the  Calraidc  of  tongue  the  (Manna  Mhic-Cuin,  L  «v 

Magh  h-Klcag,  a  district  nearly  co-  posterity  of  Mac-Con,  the  Mae  Al 

extensive  with  tlic  parish  of  Crosmo-  &c." — U'HaUoran.    "FothedOom 

Hna,  barony  of  Tirawloy,  and  county  of  con  of  King  Mae-Con,  was  the  f 

Mayo.  of  the  (hmpbclk"~0'ftifcrtf. 

T  Calraide.    There  were  several  tor- 


nn  rarroBY  or  tmmlaxd.  <28 

nyjii,  Mao-Con  died  immediately  of  the  wound.  Oart-an-our9 
«(«cw-ianore),  that  is,  the  field  of  gold*  has  been  the  name  of  that 
place  ever  since;  and  it  has  been  so  called,  from  the  quantity  of 
there  distributed  by  that  monarch  to  the  bards  and  ollamhs 


-'      ITIie  reason  why  he  had  come  into  Minister  was,  because  the 

4bnu.cb  had  foretold,  that  he  should  not  remain  one  half  year 

*  Ard-righ  of  Seland,  unless  he  had  got  pce^ion  of  Í am- 

within  that  time.    For  this  reason  did  ne  come  into  Mua- 

in  order  to  solicit  help  from  his  brothers1*  (by  his  mother 

►),  the  sons  of  Olild  Oltun.    But  they  remembered  their 

-tvn<si<^iit  grudge  against  him,  for  haying  caused  the  death  of 

-Sófgaji  Mor  and  their  other  brothers,  at  the  battle  of  Mash  Mo- 

OTTuaohL    lie  was  on  his  return  from  his  fruitlesssuit,  wnen  he 

death  in  the  manner  just  stated. 

FSBGUS  D0BH-DBDACH,  ARD-EIGH. 

D.  212."    Fergus"  Dubh-dédach  (Dhooymdagk\  son  of 

Tinncaidh,  son  of  Ogamhan,  son  of  Fiatach  Finn,  son  of  Dari, 
VOTt  of  Dluthacb,  son  of  Dóthsin,  son  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Sin,  son 
ij  Rosin,  son  of  Trén,  son  of  Bothren,  son  of  Arndell,  son  of 
r'^ni,  son  of  Forgo,  Bon  of  Olild  Eronn,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Fer-mara, 
#>n  of  Aengus  Tuirmech  of  Temhair,  of  the  line  of  Erímhón, 
gaumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for  one  year. 
He  was  called  Fergus  fiubh-dedach,  that  is,  Fergus  the  Black- 
toothed,  because  he  was  disfigured  by  two  great  black  teeth. 

This  Fergus  was  the  man  who  had  come  between  Cormac, 
Jon  of  Art,  and  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  when  the  said  Cormao 
had  been  expelled  by  the  Ulta  and  Connactaigh,  though  he  had 
Pven  them  his  hostages,  and  had  made  a  feast"  for  them  in  the 
north  of  Breagh  (Bred);  at  which  feast  an  attendant  on  the  king 
°f  Uladh  placed  a  lighted  torch  beneath  the  hair  of  Cormac,  by 
**hich  it  was  greatly  burned.    Now,  the  persons  who  had  com- 

.  Gort-an-oir.  This  place  is  still  Mogha,  while  0ian,OliWs  youngest  son, 
P°Uited  out,  near  the  fort  of  Derg-rath,  still  reigned  over  the  Elian  territories. 
J^.Jhe  parish  of  Derrygrath,  about  four    "  Mao-Conn  was  killed/1  say  the  Four 


Jjjks  north-east  of  the  same  town.    In  ll  A.  D.  226.    Four  Masters. 

5*  I^abbar  Qabhala,  it  is  called  Ard  "  Fergus  II.    His  father  is  else- 

«Qrclus,  L  e.  the  Hill  of  Fercheas. —  where  called  Imchadh. 

v  J.  "  A  feist.    By  this  feast  and  these 

#tf  brothers.    His  kinsmen  were  hostages,  Cormac  sought  to  purchase 

.Perhaps  the  better. translation.    Fiacha  the  support  of  the  Ulidian  tribes,  in 

•kaftethan,  the  grandson  of  Olild,  his  struggle  for  the  throne. 

*H  probably,  already  king  of  Leth- 
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mitted  this  outrage14  upon  Cormac,  were  the  three  Bona  of  Fina- 
caidh,  son  of  Ogomhan,  son  of  Fiatach  Finn,  namely :  Fergus 
Dubh-dedach,  Fergus  Cas-fiaclach,1*  and  Fergus  Folt-lebar. 

Cormac,  thereupon,  went  to  solicit  aid  from  Tadg,  son  of  Kian, 
son  of  Olild  01  u in,  who  was  then  very  powerful  in  the  Elian 
territories.  And  the  reply  that  Tadg  gave  him  was,  that  he 
would  give  him  aid,  but  that  he  should  get  lands  in  return  there- 
for. "  l  shall  give  thee,"  said  Cormac,  u  all  the  land  that  them 
canst  encompass  with  thy  chariot  on  the  day  thou  wilt  have 
routed  the  Ferguses  in  battle."  "  Well,  then/'  said  Tadg,  "  I 
anticipate  victory  for  thee,  if  thou  canst  but  find  that  redoubted 
champion,  Lugaidh  Laga,"  my  grandfather's  brother,  and  canst 
bring  him  into  the  field  with  thee ;  for  it  is  most  probable  that 
he  will  himself  slay  the  whole  three  of  the  Ferguses.  And 
Etharla,  near  Sliabh  Grod,  is  the  place  where  that  warrior 
now  is." 

Upon  hearing  this,  Cormac  set  out  for  Etharla,"  and  there  lie 
found  Lugaidh  Laga,  lying  down  in  his  hunting  booth.  Cormao 
then  thrust  his  spear  through  the  booth,  and  pricked  Lugaidh 
Laga  in  the  back.  "  Who  wounds  me?"  cried  the  warrior.  u  Ik 
is  I,  Cormac  Mac  Airt,"  replied  his  visitor.  u  Thou  hast  good 
cause  for  wounding  me,"  said  Lugaidh,  "for  it  was  I  killed  thj 
father,  Art  Aoinfer."  "  Award  me  an  eric  for  the  deed,"  said 
Cormac.  "Thou  wilt  get  a  king's  head  on  the  battle-field,* 
replied  the  champion.  "Then,"  said  Cormao,  "give  me  the 
head  of  Fergus  of  the  Black  Teeth,  the  king  of  Uladh,  who  k 
now  opposing  my  accession  to  the  throne  of  Ireland."  "That 
thou  wilt  get,"  said  Lugaidh/  Upon  this  the  prince  returns  to 
Eli,  to  Tadg,  son  of  Kian,  and  they  both  march,  with  a  numerooi 
force,  to  Brugli-mic-aa-oigh1*  {Broo-mick-an-oe)i  at  Crinna-Chinn- 
Cuinair,  and  there  the  battle  of  Crinna  was  fought,  between 
Cormac  and  the  three  Ferguses. 

Tadg  had  another  motive  for  marching  against  the  Ulta,  ftr 
it  was  this  Fergus,  their  king,  that  slew  his  father,  in  the  battle 
of  Samhain.     But  Tadg  did  not  allow  Cormac  to  take  part  i 


14  Outrage.    By  the  loss  of  his  hair,  "  Lugaidh  Laga.  This  warrior  wa 

Commc  was  prevented  from  being  in-  the  most  redoubted,  as  well  as  the  most 

auguratcd  king  of  Ireland,  as  he  was  fierce  and  sarage  champion  of  his  day. 

disqualified  for  that  ceremony  by  being  His  name  is  now  pronounced  Loam 

thus  personally  disfigured.    The  reader  Law. 

will  remember  something  similar,  in  the  1T  Etharla,  now  called  Aharlow,  a 

tale  of  Cuchullainn  and  Curigh  Mac  romantic  glen  lying  north  of  the  Gsjb}- 

Dari,  already  related.  tics,  which  were  anciently  called  SBahh 

u  Fcrgu*  Cas-fiudcch,  i.  e.  Fergus  of  Grod. 

the  Crooked  Teeth,    lie  wo»  also  styled  u  Brugh-mitwn-oigh  b  the  Dame  ef 

Fergus  Bot, or  the  Fiery;  Fergus  PohV   a  place  on  the  Bitot   *■* 

lebhar  (Folt-leoicar),  L  c.  Fcigus  of  the  8tackaHan  Brid|ge> 
Flowing  Uair. 
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the  aotíDO|¥at  h*  placed  him  on  a  Mil,  behind  tin  Add  of 
■Imjhtn  accompanied  by  an  attendant  or  ytflo,  whilst  he  him» 
«H  aMaa  by  Lngaidh  I*ga,  made  head  against  the  Fergus*. 
And  than  Hugos  Folt-lebar  was  the  first  of  the  brothers  that 
tíl  by  the  hand  of  the  latter  warrior,  who  immediately  oat  off 
his  head,  and  proceeded  with  it  to  the  hill  where  Cormac  was 
remaining.  But  when  Cormac  saw  that  the  armies  were  about 
<*Mning  to  dose  quarters,  what  he  did  was,  to  put  the  clothes  of 
Deilenn  Broth,  his  giUa,  or  attendant,  upon  himself,  and  to  dress 
the  attendant  in  his  own ;  for  he  was  well  aware  that  Lugaidh, 
vben  his  warlike  ire  was  roused,  and  when  the  battle-rage  was 
apcm  lain,  could  be  trusted  by  neither  friend  nor  foe. 

Vn«iogaidh,  then  bearing  in  his  hand  the  head  he  had  cut 
flfii  cane  into  the  pxesenoe  of  the  attendant,  disguised  as  Cormac, 
he  demanded,  if  that  were  the  head  of  Fergus  of  the  Black 
Teeth.    «  No,"  said  the  gilla,  "  but  it  is  the  head  of  Fergus  the 
Long-haired,  his  brother.    Hearing  this,  Lugaidh  rushed  back 
to  the  fight,  and  soon  out  off  the  head  of  Fergus  Cas-fiaclach. 
With  this,  also,  he  came  to  the  hill  where  the  gilla  stood  dis- 
posed as  Cormac.    "  Is  this  the  head  of  the  king  of  Uladh,"  said 
uigttdh.     "No,"  replied  the  gilla,  «but  it  is  the  head  of  the 
«her  of  his  brothers/'    Upon  hearing  this,  Ltigaidh  dashed  the 
ted  upon  the  ground,  and  returned  to  the  fight  a  third  time, 
•i  bought  off  thence  the  head  of  Fergus  of  the  Black  Teeth. 
He  then  demanded  the  same  question  as  before  of  the  01'tfa,  who 
ftpfai  that  it  was  the  head  of  the  king  of  Uladh.    Upon  this, 
Iflgttdh  flung  the  head  at  him,  and  striking  him  therewith  upon 
4a  breast,  he  killed  him  upon  the  spot  by  the  blow.    Im- 
Jrfitely  after,  Lugaidh  himself  fell  into  a  swoon,  by  reason  of 
to  quantity-  of  blood  which  ho  had  lost  from  his  wounds.19 

Am  to  Tkdg,  son  of  Kian,  ho  completely  vanquished  the  host 
jf  Dladli,  for  he  routed  them  seven  times  within  that  one  day ; 
**rin|pursued  them  from  Ath-Crinna  to  Glas-an-Era,  on  tne 
^wDrom-Innasglainn,"  as  the  bard  Flannagán  tells  us  in  the 
following  rann : 

"  Tadg  Mac  Kein,  that  gore-stained  battle-axe, 
Was  seven  times  victor  in  one  day, 
And  broke  the  routed  ranks  of  Uladh, 
From  Crinna's  ford  to  high  Ard-Kein." 

HtJpOO  th*  «Vncrlitpr  of  the  three  Tb«o  Cormac  said,  *It  Is  well  done; 

taJTii?»        gvl     *        u  HU  hand  has  nerer  failed  Lags.' » 

lul"M.the  Poar  Masters  have  pre-    „..,,.  a,        «ii.«  ««..«*. 

*«*  *»  ancient  rann,  of  which  the    ^1"0™  "  nCaF  SIaDC'  m  *"  C°Unty 

*^»  a  translation:  of*l<*th-    7  ,  . 

20  Drum-1'inasg/ainn,    now    l/rum- 

m*m  one  gtone  st  iuth-cr©  inisklin  and  Drumiakin,  in  the  present 

*«*  ikio  the  throe  Ferguses.  County  of  Loath. 
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Tadg  then,  though  he  had  received  three  spear-wounda, 
mounted  his  car,  and  ordered  his  charioteer  to  drive  him  to- 
wards Temhair,  hoping  to  encompass  its  royal  walls  within  the 
circuit  to  be  made  by  his  war-steeds  within  that  day.  They 
then  drove  straight  upon  Temhair,  though  Tadg  had  swooned 
several  times,  from  the  loss  of  the  blood  which  continued  to  flow 
from  his  wounds.  And  when  they  had  thus  reached  near  to 
Ath-Cliath,  Tadg  addressed  his  charioteer,  and  paid:  "Uavc  wc 
yet  taken  in  Temhair?"  u\Vc  have  not,"  said  the  charioteer: 
and  Tadg,  thereupon,  killed  him  at  a  blow. 

Soon  after  the  slaughter  of  his  charioteer,  Gormac,  son  of  Art, 
fill  in  with  him,  and  seeing  the  three  great  wounds  from  which 
Tadg  was  suffering,  he  commanded  his  own  physician  to  put  a 
live  chafer  into  one  of  them,  a  grain  of  barley  into  another,  and 
the  splinter  of  a  spear-blade  into  the  third,  and  then  to  cause 
the  wounds  to  heat  externally.11 

In  consequence  of  this  treatment,  the  warrior  wasted  away  in 
withering  disease  for  a  whole  year,  until  Lugaidh  Laga  went  to 
Munster  in  search  of  the  Wise  Surgeon,  which  physician  came,  at 
his  request,  and  brought  with  him  his  three  pupils.  When 
these  heard  the  groans  of  Tadg,  upon  their  arrival  at  his  dun 
(fort),  the  Wise-Surgeon,"  upon  being  informed  by  Tadg  about  his 
first  sore,  he  demanded  of  the  lirst  of  his  three  pupils,  and  said: 
"  What  is  the  cause  of  this  sore?"  ,lThat  is  a  sore  caused  by 
a  sharp  prickle,"  said  the  pupil,  "  and  the  prickle  is  an  awn  of 
barley."  Next,  when  he.  had  heard  all  about  the  second  sore,  he 
demanded  of  his  second  pupil  what  was  its  cause.  "This  is  a 
sore  caused  by  a  live  worm,"  said  he,  "  for  a  live  chafer  has 
been  put  into  the  second  wound."  lie  was  then  told  all  about 
the  third  sore,  and  again  asked  of  his  third  pupil  what  had 
caused  it.    "This  is  a  sore  whose  cause  is  the  point  of  a  weapon," 

11  The  extravagant  and  impossible  a  territorial  reward  for  that  battle  that 

stgry  hero  told  is  evidently  a  calumny,  Cormac  gave  to  Tadg,  the  Kiannacta. 

invented  in  order  to  tarnish  the  glory  which  are  in  Magh-lircigh,  a»  is  cele- 

of  Cormac  Mac  Airt.  who  was  one  of  brated  in  other  books." 
the  greatest  and  widest  of  our  pagan        ,ja  Wise-Surgeon.    Faithliagh  (Fak~ 

monarch*.    It  may  be  remarked,  that  leca)  is  the  term  used  in  the  original, 

the  greater  our  mouarchs  and  chief-  This  word  is  usually  translated  aargeon; 

tains  appear  to  have  Wu,  the  more  but,  us  it  was  given  as  a  distinctive  title 

were  they  subject  to  such  calumnies,  to  this  physician,  the  translator 

Thushuve  Aengus  Tuirmech,  C'»ncohar  it  to  be.  in  this  instance,  put  by  m 

Mac  Xessa,  Crimthan  Xiadh-nair,  Olild  take,  cither  for  '•  Aith-liagn"  (IA  Jot) 

01  urn,  and  the  great  Cormac  been  each,  which  would  mean  a  veteran  or  exprn 

in  turn,  most   vilely  defuux/d   by  the  enced  physician ;   or  for 

story-tellers  nftlnir  enemies.    TheFour  (fawlcea),  a  wise  physician.     O* 

Mast'rs  relate  that.  "  I:i  the  army  of  ran  calls  him  Fiugnin  Faithliagh  (Fi 

Cormac  cam:*  Tudg.  sou  of  Kian,  and  tea  Faxcleea). 
Ijiigaidh  in  that  battle  ;  and  it  was  as 


_/ 
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mfA  the  third  rmrjiL    Then  the  Wiee-Sorgeon  entered  the  hmne 
rfeeve  the  pfi    9     vras  lyingi  and  proceeded  at  once  to  place  an 
pIougtL         >  in  the  fire-  and  there  he  left  it  until  he  bad 

i  it  quife*  readying  that  he  was  preparing  to  operate  with 

lapon   Tadg.    £lut  when  the  latter  saw  him  getting  ready  the 
^g  iron,  in  order  to  thrust  it  through  his  body,  his  heart  trem* 
~~    so  violently  within  him,  and  his  terror  became  so  great, 
he  forcibly  cast  out  from  his  several  sores  the  grain  of 
,  the  chafer,  and  the  splinter  of  the  spear-head.    After  thi? 
ise-Surgeon  performed  a  radical  cure  of  his  wounds,  so  that 
i^jj^apr  became  perfectly  healed  within  a  very  short  time  after. 

<rpf*\*  warrior  afterwards  won  large  possessions  in  Leth-Cuinn; 
>T*  Connla  and  Cormac  Gralengach  were  the  sons  of  Tadg,  son  of 
son  of  Olild  Olura,  and  from  him  have  sprung  the  O'Haras, 
as,  O'Caseys  (of  Breagh,  in  Meath),  and  the  O'Connors 
ught  (i,  e.  the  O'Connors  of  Ulster).    The  following  are 
'  >rie8  that  were  possessed  by  his  posterity,. namely :  the 
both  east  and  west  ;tt  the  Kiannacta,*4  both  south  and 
\  and  the  Luighni,  both  east  and  west 
Xtat  there  were  some  other  tribes  of  the  blood  of  Eber,  besides 
M»,  who  had  won  territories  in  Leth  Cuinn ;  such  as  the  race 
'Cochlán,  son  of  Lorcan,  son  of  Dathin,  son  of  TecarL  son  of 
^Tgfa,  son  of  Sidhe,  son  of  Anbili,  son  of  Beg,  son  of  Aedgan, 
*P«*  of  Delbaeth,  son  of  Cas,  son  of  Conall  Ech-luath,  son  of 
«jHjaidh  Menn,  son  of  Aengus  Tirech,  son  of  Fer-Corb.  son  of 
^ojgh-Corb,  son  of  Cormac  Cas,  son  of  Olild  Olum.    The  terri- 
*"         acquired  by  these  were  the  seven  Delbna*  (DaUavna), 


Gafotga,  eeui  and  west,  ie.in  ahead?   pointed  oat;  so    have  the 

-Jktodm  Oonnwight.    Before  ex-  Luighni. 

«■"•pai  The  importance  of  the  services  rea- 

mJ?JG**»ad*>  and*.    This  territory  dered  by  Tadg  to  king  Oormac,  ire 

S^10^  from  the  Hirer  Lifley  to  near  sufficiently  attested  by  the  largeness 

l^iaskin,  in  the  county  of  Louth  and  fertility  of  the  territory  given  to 

^P*iiprehending  the  barony  of  Ferrard,  him  as  a  reward  for  his  valor ;  as  is  the 

?T  f^Kh  Kianacta,  in  that  county),  bravery  of  his  descendants  by  the  num- 

fvjHfeek,  in  Meath,  is  mentioned  as  in  it.  ber  and  extent  of  the  territories  won 

l~  ^thasaigh,  or  0' Casey,  of  Saithni,  by  them  in  Ulster  and  Connaught. 

^  Majh  Breagh,  was  one  of  its  princi-  The  posterity  of  Kian  did  not,  how- 

2?5^^-   He  was  dispossessed  shortly  ever,  all  migrate  to  these  new  districts ; 

f**^  the  English  invasion,  by  Hugo  de  the  chief  part  of  his  descendants  ruled 

**^.  This  tribe  must  be  distinguished  the   Elian  territory  down  to   a   late 

p*1*1  the  O'Cathasaigh,  or  O'Caseys,  of  period.    There  is  an  ancient  historic 

V**ftlti  Mabinecha,  whose  territory  lay  tale  still  extant,  called  the  Cath  Orinna, 

^  the  borders  of  the  counties  of  Cork  which  minutely  describes  the  battle  of 

*J^limerickt  near  the  town  of  Mit-  Crinna.    "  Some  of  its  details  are  le- 

^*fetoun.    The  Kianacta  Breagh  did  gendary,  but  it  is  true  as  to  its  main 

**  include  Tara  within  their  bounds,  facts."—  O'D. 

l*«  northern  Kianacta,  the  tribeland  *  Seven    Delbna.     1.    O'Finnallain 

°I  O'Connor  of  Qlengiven,  has  been  was  the  chief  of  Delbna  Mor,  now  call- 


\ 


\ 

i 
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namely:  Delbna-Mor,  Dclbna-Beg,  Dclbna  Edthartha,  Delbna  of 
Iarthar-Midhe  (i.  e.  of  the  west  of  McathY  Delbna  of  Sith 
Nennta,  Dclbna  of  Cuil-Fabar,  Delbna  of  Tir-da-loch,  in  Con- 
naught. 

Remember,  reader,  that  it  was  Lugaidh  Laga  that  slew  Feigns 
of  the  Black  Teeth,  of  whose  reign  we  have  just  treated;  and 
that  where  he  slew  him  was  at  the  battle  of  Crinna;  and  that  it 
was  at  the  instigation  of  Cormac  Mac  Airt  that  he  did  the 
deed. 

CORMAC  UL-FADA,  ABD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  213.M  Cormac  Ul-fada,  son  of  Art  Aeinfer,  son  of  Conn 
Ked-cathach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  assumed  the  sovereignty 
of  Ireland,  which  he  held  for  forty  years.  He  was  styled 
Cormac  Ul-fada,  either  on  account  of  his  wearing  a  long  beard/1 
i.  e.  "ulcha  fada;"  or  from  the  phrase  "  Ula  abh-fad  (ulla-vad), 
which  means  far  or  remote  from  Uladh ;  for  he  had  been  for  ten 
years  banished  from  Ulster  or  Uladh,  by  the  Ulidiana,  who  had 
inflicted  many  evils  upon  him  previous  to  his  accession  to  the 
Irish  monarchy. 

And  the  mother  of  Cormac  was  named  Ectach,1*  daughter  of 
Olkitach,  the  Smith.  And  it  was  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of 
Mocrumhi,  that  he  was  conceived  of  Art  by  the  Smith's  daugh- 

ed  the  oarony  of  Dclvm,  county  West-  Adhnaigh  (now  Hyneyj  was  alio  one 

raeath ;   2.  O'Macil-challainn,  or  Mul-  of  the  principal  septs  of  the  Coonaagn 

holland,  of  Delbna  Beg,  now  the  barony  Delbna. — See  note»  to  the  Leabhmrma-g 

of  Demi   Fore,  in  the  same  county;  Ceart. 

3.  Mac  Cochlain,  or,  Coghlan,  of  Delbna  "  A.  D.  227.    Four  MeuUn. 

Ethra,  or  Edthartha  {Atliarah) ,  now  the  v  Lonpbeard.  This  is  the  least  fofO- 

barony  of  Garrvcastle,  Kings  Coon-  cd  and  tne  most  probable  explanation 

ty  ;  4.  OVScolaidhe,  of  Dclbna  Iarthar  of  the  surname  u  UW hada"  (UJUdia. 

Midhe   (Ecrhar-Mee),  otherwise  called  The  second  is  silly,  and  anfoandei  " 

Dclbna  Tenumhuigh  (Tenvoye),  which  fact    O'Flaherty  gives  one 

lay  somewhere  in  Tebtha  or  Tcffiá ;  better,  though  one  seemingly 

5.  Dclbna-Sithe-Nennta  (Sheehie  Nenr  accordance  with  historic  events,  L  e. 

ta)    was  probably  another  name  for  that  he  was  called  "  Ul-f  hadn"  beoansw 

Dclbna  Nuadath,  which  lay  between  he  banished  the  u  Ulta"  once  or  tvriee 

the  rivers  i?urk  and  Shannon,  in  the  to  the  Isles  of  Man  and  the  Hebrides, 

barony  of  Athlonc,  county  lioscom-  far  (fad)  from  their  native  M  Umdk." 

mon  ;  this  sept  sunk  early  under  the  *  Ectach.    The  Gaels  were  not  the 

Ui  Muni ;  6.  O'Fathartaigh  (O'Faher-  only  race  of  conquerors  that  claimed 

ty)  was  lord  of  Delbna  Cull  Fabair,  the  right  by  which  Art  is  amid  to  mm 

which  was  situated  on  the  cast  side  of  got  possession  of  this  damsel,  whose 

tough  Corrib ;   7.  Mac  Conroi  (now  name  Kchtach  (Aightagh)1'ue.9ámSnr 

Monictiiiiea  corrupted  to  King)  was  lord  blc,  tells  of  her  unusual  attraction. 

of  Delbna  of  Tir-da-loch  (i.  e.  the  land  Down  to  the  last  century  a  similar,  and 

of  the  two  lake?),  which  lay  between  even  more  barbarous  usage,  under  the 

Loch  Orbsen  (tough  Corrib)  and  Loch  name  of  Droit  du  Seigneur,  was  maia- 

Lnrgan  (the  Bay  of  Gal  way).    Oil-  tained  in  soma  of  the  moat  pollened 
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ter,  who  was  that  king's  dowered  mistress;  for,  by  a  custom  thou 

f>ruvailing  in  Ireland,  whenever  a  king  or  nobleman  had  placed 
lis  affections  upon  the  daughter  a  brughaidh  (brimcc),  or  biatueli 
^beeatagh),  and  wished  to  make  her  his  concubine  or  paramour, 
Jfcie  had  a  perfect  right  to  get  possession  of  her  03  such,  upon  hia 
mpresenting  her  with  a  sufficient  dowry  or  marriage  portion.  It 
■was  thus  that  Art,  had  acquired  possession  of  Cormac'»  mother; 
"ibr  it  was  not  she  that  was  his  married  wife,  but  Mcdb  Leth- 
«íerg  {Meive  /áh-i/an),  daughter  of  Conau  of  Cualann,  after  whom 
^Ratn-Meidhbhe  {tlatok-Meivk,  i.  e.  Medb's  Fort),  near  Temhair, 
tas  been  called. 

Wonderful,  indeed,  was  the  vision  which  was  then  seen  by 
^Ectach,  the  tnother  of  Cormac  She  imagined,  as  she  lay 
«sleep  by  the.  side  of  Art,  that  her  head  had  been  struck  off 
lirom  her  body,  and  that  there  grew  out  of  her  neck  a  large 
amd  stately  tree,  whose  branches  spread  over  the  whole  of  Eri; 
■ail  id  then,  (bat  a  sea  came  and  overwhelmed  the  tree,  and  laid  it 
prostrate  upon  the  earth;  and  afterwards,  that  another  stately 
"»ree  sprung  out  of  the  roots  of  the  first,  but  that  there  blew  a 
"whirlwind  from  the  west,  which  laid  it  low.  When  the  damsel 
lad  seen  this  vision,  she  started  from  her  sleep,  aud  told  its 
T)ttrport  to  Art.  "It  is  true,"  said  Art,  "that  every  womans' 
JMjad  is  her  husband.  I  shall  then  be  taken  off  from  thee  on 
"to-morrow,  in  the  battle  at  Magh  Moeramhi;  and  that  stately 
■tree  that,  apjieared  to  spring  from  thy  neck,  shall  be  a  son  whom 
thou  shalt  bear  to  me,  and  who  shall  rule  all  Eri  at  her  king ; 
and  the  si?a  that  is  to  overthrow  it,  means  the  bone  of  fish  which 
le  shall  swallow,  and  by  which  he  shall  be  strangled.  Aud  the 
other  stately  tree,  that  seemed  to  spring  from  the  roots  of  the 
first,  means  also  a  son  who  shall  be  born  to  thy  son,  and  who 
shall  likewise  reign  as  king  of  Eri ;  and  that  whirlwind  from  the 
east  that  is  to  lay  it  prostrate,  betokens  a  battle  that  shall  be 
fought  between  him  and  the  Fiann  of  Eri,  and  he  shall  be 
slain  therein  by  the  Fiann,  but,  from  that  day  forth,  all  good  for- 
tune shall  depart  forever  from  the  Fiann."  And  that  vision  was 
fulfilled,  both  in  the  case  of  Cormac  and  of  his  son  Carbri ;  for  it 
was  by  having  made  him  swallow  the  bone  of  a  fish  that  the 
"  Siabrada"  (Sheevree  or  Sheevragha),  that  is,  the  demons,  stran- 

nations  of  Europe.     The  facts  that  the  have   founded  feudalism,  or  forgotten 

offipring  of  such  unions  were  not  deem-  by  their  descendants. 

ed  illegitimate,  and  that   the   coble  The  following  events  are  recorded 

ravisber  «as  forced  by  Brehon  law  to  by  the  Foot  Masters  as  having1  taken 

grant  a  dowry  to  the  injured  maiden,  place  during   the    reign  of   Cormac, 

were  attenuating    circumstances   that  who,  if  not  tbe  very  greatest,  was  one 

leeni  to  have  been  either  overlooked  by  of  tbe  greatest  mouarchs  that  ever  ruled 

the  chivalrous  Teutons,  who  are  laid  to  Ireland. 
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gled  Cormac ;  and  Carbri  Lificar  fell  by  the  Fiann  at  the  battle 
of  Gabra  {(3 aura  and  Gavra). 

Some  historians  will  have  it  that  Ethni  Taebh-fada  (Taivada), 
daughter  of  Cathaeir  Mor,  was  the  wife  of  Cormac;  but  that  as- 
sertion cannot  be  true,  when  we  are  told  that  she  was  also  the 
mother  of  Carbri  Lificar;  for  there  were  eighty-eight  years  from 
the  death  of  Cathaeir  Mor  to  the  accession  of  Cormac  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Ireland,  namely:  the  twenty  years  that  Conn  had 
reigned ;  the  seven  years  of  the  reign  of  Conari,  son  of  Mogh 
Lamha ;  the  thirty  years  of  Art  Aeinfer ;  and  the  thirty  years 
of  Mac-Con ;  with  the  one  year  of  Fergus  Dubh-dudaeh,  who 
immediately  preceded  the  present  monarch.  But  it  is  the  truth 
to  state  that  Ethni  Ollamda,  daughter  of  Dunlaing,  son  of  Enna 
Niadh  (Acta),  wras  the  mother  of  Carbri  Lificar,  and  the  wife  of 
Cormac. 

It  was  she  that  was  the  foster-child  of .  Buikedh  Brugh,  a 
wealthy  grazier,  who  dwelt  amongst  the  Leinstcrmen,  and  whose 
wont  it  was  to  keep  the  cauldron  of  hospitality  constantly  on 
the  fire,  for  the  purpose  of  entertaining  every  one  of  the  men  of 
Ireland  that  might  come  to  his  house.  Now  this  Buikedh  Brash 
was  thus  circumstanced:  he  was  a  man  of  abundant  wealth,  for 
he  had  seven  herds  of  cattle,  and  in  each  herd  of  these  there 
were  seven-score  of  cows.  With  these  he  had  large  herds  of 
horses,  and  of  every  other  description  of  stock  in  like  manner. 
Knowing  this,  the  nobles  of  Leinster  made  a  practice  of  coming 
to  his  house,  attended  by  bands  of  their  followers,  and  at  their 
departure  thence  they  usually  took  off  with  them — one  party  a 
drove  of  his  kine ;  another  a  stud  of  his  brood  mares,  with  their 
colts ;  another  a  troop  of  his  steeds.  In  this  manner  they  soon 
stripped  him  of  all  his  wealth,  so  that  at  last  there  remained  in 
his  possession  but  seven  cows  and  a  bull.  With  these,  he  stole 
away  by  night  from  Dun  Buikidh,  and  betook  himself,  with  his 
wife  and  his  foster-child  Ethni,  to  an  oak-wood  that  lay  near 
Kcnannus  (Kells),  in  Meath,  at  which  place  Cormac  was  wont 
to  reside  at  that  time.  There  Buikedh  built  him  a  hut,  in 
which  he  dwelt  with  his  wife  and  his  foster-child;  and  then 
did   Ethni   serve  and  wait  upon  her  nurse,   and  her  foster- 

A.  1).  23 1.    The  eighth  year  of  Cor-  battle  of  Srath  (Shrale,  co,  Loath). 

mac,  Oliltl  Olum,  son  of  Moprh  Nua-  against  the  Ulstcrmen ;  the  hattla  of 

dath,   kin,'  of  Minister,  died. — A.  I).  Siighr  Cualgnt   (co.  Loath). — A-  D. 

236.    The  battle  of  Granard  (in  I<ong-  237.    The  battle  of  Artb-Betha  (prob» 

ford),  by  Cormac,  against  th<>  Ulster,  ably  Ballybay,  co     Monaghan);    tkt 

men.    A  battle  at  Eu.  in  Magh  Aei-  buttle  of  Damha,  this  year  by  Ooraaa. 

against  Aedh.  «on  of  Eocaidhi  son  of  —  A.  D.  238.  A  battle  at  AeU-todisdr 

Conalt,  king  of  Coimaiiijht.    A  battle  thrice,  and  three  bottles  at  Dnbhadk 

at  Eth  ;  the  battle  of  Kenn-Dari ;  the  (Dowth,  on  toe  Boyne,  co.  Meath)  ■ 
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Either,  as  if  she  were  their  maid-servant.  While  they  were  thus 
situated,  king  Cormac  chanced  to  ride  out  one  day  alone,  for  the 
purpose  of  traversing  the  lands  that  lay  around  his  town ;  and, 
in  the  course  of  his  ride,  he  came  upon  the  beautiful  maid  Ethni, 
whom  he  espied  milking  the  seven  cows  of  her  foster-father. 
And  it  was  thus  that  she  proceeded  to  perform  her  task :  she 
had  brought  with  her  two  pails,  into  one  of  which  she  milked 
the  first  half-draught  from  the  cows,  and  then,  taking  the  second 
pail,  she  milked  the  second  half-draught  therein.  She  then 
returned  to  the  hut  of  her  foster-father,  and  having  left  the  milk 
within,  she  brought  thence  two  other  pails,  and  also  a  horn, 
which  she  held  in  her  hand;  with  these  she  betook  her  to  a 
stream  that  ran  not  far  from  the  hut.  and  by  means  of  the  horn 

A.  D.  239.    The  battle  of  Allamagh  the  house  from  their  first  reception, 

(probably  the  plain  of  the  river  Ela,  The  duty  of  these  virgins  was  to  keep 

now  Alio,  co.  Cork),  and  seven  bat-  constantly  alive  the  fires  of  Bél,  or  the 

ties   at  Elbe   (now  Slieve  Ilva,  co.  San,  and  of  Samhain,  or  the  Moon, 

Clare). — A.  D.  240.    The   battle  at  which  customs   they   borrowed   from 

Magh  Tect,  and  the  fleet  of  Cormac  their  Phoenician  ancestors.    Dnnlaing, 

sailed  across  Magh  Rein  (i.  e.  the  plain  son  of  Endeus,  broke  into  this  retreat, 

of  Rian,  i.  e.  the  sea)  this  year,  so  that  with  a  number   of  wretches  equally 

it  was  on  that  occasion  he  obtained  the  abandoned,  and  not  being  able  to  vio- 

sovereignty  of  Alba  (Scotland]. — A.  D.  late  the  virgins,  basely  put  them  to  the 

241.    These  are  the  battles  of  Cormac,  sword.    Besides  putting  the  principal 

fought  against  Munster  this  year :  the  perpetrators  to  death,  Cormac  obliged 

battles  of  Berré ;  the  battle  of  Loch  their  successors  to  send  thirty  white 

Lein  (KUlarney);  the  battle  of  Luim-  cows,  with  calves  of  the  same  color, 

nech  (Limerick);  the  battle  of  Grian  ;  every  year  to  Temhair,  and  thirty  brass 

the  battle  of  Clasach  :  the  battle  of  collars  for  these  cows,  and  thirty  chains 

Muiresg ;  the  battle  of  Ferta,  in  which  to  keep  them  quiet  whilst  milking." — 

fell  Eocaidh  Taebh-fada,  son  of  Olild  O'Hal.]—  A.  D.   248.     The    twenty- 

Olum  ;  the  battle  of  Samhain,  in  which  second  year  of  Cormac,  a  battle,  at 

fell  Kian,  son  of  Olild  Olum ;  and  the  Fochard  Murthemni  (now  Faughard, 

battle  of  Ard-cam.    The  massacre  of  near  Dundalk),  by  Cormac,  this  year, 

the  girls  at  Claein-ferta,  at  Temhair,  by  The  battle  of  Crinna  Fregobail  was 

Dunlaing,  son  of  Euna  Niadh,  king  of  fought  by  Cormac,  against  the  Ulster- 

Leinster.     Thirty  royal  girls  was  their  men,  where  fell  Aengus  Finn,  son  of 

number,  and  a   hundred   maid3  with  Fergus  Dubh-dédach,  king  of  Ulster, 

each  of  them.    Twelve  princes  of  the  with   the  slaughter  of  the  Ulstermen 

Leinstennen  did  Cormac  put  to  death  about  him. — A.  D.  265.     Kellach,  son 

toother,  in  revenge  for  that  massacre,  of   Cormac,  and  Cormac's  law-giver, 

together  with  an  exaction  of  the  Bo-  were  mortally  wounded,  and  the  eve  of 

rumba,  with  an  increase  after  Tuathal.  Cormac  himself  was  destroyed  with  one 

["  In  times  of  Paganism  we  find  in  thrust  of  a  lance,  by  Aengus  Gaibh- 
reland  females  devoted  to  celibacy,  uaibthech,  son  of  Fiacha  Suighdhe, 
There  was  in  Tara  (Temhair)  a  royal  son  of  Feidhlimidh  the  Law-giver, 
foundation  of  this  kind,  wherein  none  Cormac  afterwards  fought  and  gained 
were  admitted  but  virgins  of  royal  seven  battles  over  the  Deisi,  in  re- 
blood.  It  was  called  Cluain-Fert,  or  venge  for  that  deed,  and  he  expelled 
the  place  of  retirement  until  death,  as  them  from  their  territory,  w  that  they 
they  never  retired  from  the  precincts  of  are  now  in  Munster. 
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she  filled  one  of  the  pails  with  the  water  which  ran  near  the 
bank,  and  the  other  with  that  which  ran  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream.  She  again  returned  to  the  hut  with  her  pails,  and  .toon 
came  forth  a  third  time,  bearing  in  her  hand  a  sickle,  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  rushes.  As  she  cut  these,  she  took  care  to 
set  every  sickle-full  of  green  rushes  that  were  long,  on  one  side^ 
while  she  set  the  short  rushes  on  the  other.  Now  it  also  hap- 
pened that  Cormac,  smitten  with  love  for  the  maiden,  had  con- 
tinued to  stand  by  her  while  she  was  performing  all  of  those 
offices ;  and  he  at  length  demanded  of  her,  for  whom  she  had 
made  that  careful  selection  of  the  milk,  the  water,  and  the  rushea. 
"The  person  for  whom  I  have  made  it,"  said  she,  "has  a  right 
to  still  greater  kindness  from  me,  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  ren- 
der it."  "Of  what  name  is  he?"  said  Cormac  "  Buikedh  Brugh,'1 
replied  she.  "Is  that  Buikcdh,  the  biatach  (beeatagh),"  said 
Cormac,"  that  Lcinsterman  who  is  so  famous  throughout  Ireland?" 
"  It  is,"  replied  the  maid.  "  Then  thou  art  his  foster-child,  Ethni, 
daughter  of  Dunlaing,"  said  the  king.  "  I  am,"  replied  Ethni. 
" It  has  happened  well,"  «aid  Cormac,  "for  thou  shall  be  my 
only  wife.  "  The  disposal  of  me  does  not  rest  with  myself/' 
said  Ethni,  "  but  with  my  foster-father."  Upon  this,  Cormac  ac- 
companied her  to  Buikedh,  upon  whom  he  promised  to  bestow 
rich  presents,  provided  he  got  Ethni  as  nis  wife.  Buikcdh, 
thereupon,  consented  to  give  the  maiden  in  marriage  to  the 
king ;  who,  upon  his  part,  granted  the  "  tuath"  or  district  of 
Oghrán,  with  store  of  cattle,  and  which  lay  near  Temhair,  to 
Buikedh,  to  possess  during  his  lifetime.  And  then  the  marriage 
of  Cormac  was  consummated,  and  she  bore  him  a  distinguished 
son,  who  was  named  Carbri  Lificar. 

This  Cormac  was,  indeed,  one  of  the  wisest  monarchs  that 
ever  possessed  Ireland.     Of  this  fact,  let  his  Tegasg  High*  (Tag- 


"  Tegasg  Rigk.  Copies  of  this  work,  of  Ireland  to  Temhair,  and 

ascribed  to  king  Cormac,  are  yet  ex-  them  to  write  the  Chronicles  of  Ireland 

tant  in  the  Book  of  Leinstcr  and  in  the  in  one  book,  which  was  named  the 

Book  of  Bally  mote  ;  and  translated  ex-  Psalter  of  Temhair.    In  that  book 

tracts  from  it  are  given  in  the  Dublin  were  entered  the  coeval  exploits  and 

Penny  Jtmrnal,vo\.  i.  pp.  213,214, 21 5,  synchronisms  of  the  kings  of  Ireland 

and  231,  232.— 0*0.  with  the  kiugs  and  emperors  of  the 

O'FIahcrty  says,  that "  Cormac'B  lit-  world,  and  of  the  kings  of  the  provtaees 

erary  productions,  still  extant  in  manu-  with  the  monarchs  of  Ireland.    In  it 

script,  prove  him  to  have  been  an  able  was  also  written  what  the  monarchs  of 

legislator  and  antiquarian :  his  laws,  Ireland  were  entitled  to  receive  from 

enacted  for  the  public  pood,  were  never  the  provincial  kings,  and  the  rents  and 

abrojrated  while  the  Irish  monarchy  dues  of  the  provincial  kings  from  their 

lasted."  subjects,  from  the  noble  to  the  snbsJt» 

"  It  was  this  Cormac,  son  of  Art,  crn.    In  it  also  were  described   the 

also,  that  collected  the    Chroniclers  boundaries  and  raearcs  of  Ireland,  from 


^ 
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Ree),  or  Book  of  Precepts  for  Kings,  which  was  transcribed 
"bis  son,  Carbri  Lificar,  bear  testimony,  as  well  as  the  many 
r  praiseworthy  institutes,  named  from  him,  that  are  still  to 
<)uad  in  the  books  of  the  Brehon  Laws. 

mac  was  also  one  of  the  kings  that  kept  the  most  princely 
bold,  and  that  maintained  the  largest  retinue  of  attendants, 
ever  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland.    The  truth  of  this 
may  be  learned  from  the  account  which  the  bard-sage  of 
Diarmaid,  son  of  Kerbeol,  namely,  Amirghin,  son  of  Amal- 
son  of  Mael-Ruadna,  has  given  of  the  Hall  of  Mi-Cuarta, 
t  and  regulated  by  king  Cormac  himself  in  the  book  called 
Dinn-Senchaa,  written  oy  the  said  Amirghin.     However,  it 
long  before  the  time  of  Cormac  that  the  Hall  of  Mi-Cuarta 
first  founded ;  for  we  have  seen  that  Slanoll,  king  of  Ireland, 
within  its  walls,  many  ages  before  the  reign  of  the  present 
This  is,  then,  what  must  be  meant,  namely,  that  it  was  in 
's  time  that  it  was  first  converted  into  a  banquet  hall, 
as  three  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  thirty  cubits  in  height, 
in  breadth,  it  was  fifty  cubits."    In  it  there  was  a  flaming 
_ ,  and  it  was  entered  by  fourteen  doors.    It  contained  one 
dred  and  fifty  beds,  besides  Cormac's  own.    One  hundred 
fifW  warriors  stood  in  the  king's  presence  when  he  sat  down 
tie  banquet.    There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  cup-bearers 
;  and  the  hall  was  provided  with  one  hundred  and 
jewelled  cups  of  silver  and  gold.    Fifty  over  one  thousand 
the  number  of  the  entire  household.      It  was  upon  the  mag- 
^lftoence  and  goodness  of  Cormac  that  the  bard  composed  the 
^3*  ^  rawing  verse : 


11  The  monarch  Art  left  but  one  child, 
Cormac,  the  royal  sage  of  Corann  : 
Rich  gifts  he  dealt  with  bounteous  hand — 
A  hundred  clans  have  sprung  from  Cormac." 

t|^^*^*«!n  was  the  number  of  Cormac's  daughters,  and  his  sons  were 
^^^  as  the  bard  tells  us : 

e*i\^T^  to  shore,  from  the  province  (cuig-  dimensions  here  given  of  the  Hall  of 

c^Tki      to  the  cantred  (tuath),  from  the  Mi-Cuarta  have  been  verified  by  mod- 

t^^  ^^red  to  the  townland  (baili),  from  cm  researches  made  upon  the  spot ;  as 

o>f  ^^ownland  to  the  traighidh  (trnwee)  have  also  the  much  more  minute  and 

U^   l!^S*id-    These  things  are  celebrated  elaborate  descriptions  of  the  several 


e>j   /^e  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhri.    They  are  constructions  at  Temhair  given  by  our 

^*^nt  in  the  Leabhar  Dinnsenchasa."  antiquaries,  bards,  and  by  the  writers  of 

**ur  Masters.  historic  romance. — See  Petrie's  Antiqui* 

It  is  to  be  here  remarked  that  the  ties  of  Tar  a  Hill. 
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"  Ten  daughters  the  wise  Cormac  had, 
With  three  most  royal  sods. 
Three  plunderers  that  wasted  Clar 
Were  Dari,  Carbri,  Kellach." 

Dari  was  slain  at  Dubh-ros  (Doo-russi,  on  the  Boyne,  in  the 
plain  of  Breigh ;  and  it  was  Acngus  Gaeith-buailtech"  (Ayneeam 
Quee-vooiltagh)  that  killed  Kellach,  as  the  bard  relates  in  the 
following  verse : 

"  Famed  Acngus  of  death-dealing  spear 
Slew  Kellach,  son  of  Cormac; 
In  Dubh-ros  Dari ;  and  Tadg  Mac  Kiin 
Fell,  near  the  Boyne,  in  smooth  Magh-Breagn." 

In  order  that  the  events  of  this  epoch  may  be  the  better  un- 
derstood, I  shall  give  down  here  a  short  genealogical  memoir  of 
the  following  persons  and  tribes : 

Settlement  of  the  Fothartaigh**  and  Laeighsigh  in  Leinster* 


You  must,  in  the  first  place,  understand  that  Feidliroidh 
mar  (king  of  Ireland)  had  three  sons,  namely :  Eocaidh  Finn! 
Fiacaidh  Suighdi,  and  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  as  has  been 
heretofore  recounted.  Of  these,  Conn  and  his  posterity  abode 
at  Temhair,  and  possessed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland.  Éocaidh 
Finn  went  to  dwell  in  Leinster ;  and  it  was  in  his  time  that  Cn» 
Corb,  son  of  Mogh-Corb,  was  king  of  that  pentarchate.  It  was, 
also,  by  this  Eocaidh  Finn  that  Laeighsech  (Lueeshagh)  Kenn- 
mor,"  son  (or  rather  descendant)  of  Conall  Kcarnach,  had  been 
fostered  and  educated. 

About  the  same  time  the  Muimhnigh  (Muivnxh  or  Muetnih) 
or  Munstermcn  held  great  sway  in  Leinster,  so  that  they  were 
in  possession  of  the  whole  of  Osraide  (Osree)  and  of  Laeighis* 
(Lwcsh),  as  far  as  Mullach  Masden.    But  when  Cu-Corb  saw 


•'  GaciV-huniltcch,  i.  e.  spear  or  jave-  tain  here  meant  was 

1  in-striking.    He  is  elsewhere  called  sech  (Looee  Lueeshagh),  the 

Uaibh-Uaibhtbech  (Guiv-oo'iflafih),  i.e.  descendant   of  Laeighsech   O 

of  the  terrible  spear,  which  is  a  much  (Kenn-mor),  the  grandson  (not  theme) 

more  elegant  compound.  of  Conall  Kearnach. 

*  Fothnraiph.  The  territories  pos-  *  Laeighis.  The  nan»  of  this  tart» 
scsRcd  by  this  tril>e  have  been  hereto-  tory  has  been  angliciied,  Lebc  It 
fore  described.  O'Nolan  and  O'Lor-  originally  comprised  the  present  mmo» 
cain,  now  Jerkin,  are  its  chief  repre-  nics  of  East  and  West  Maryboragh, 
sentatives.  Stradbally,    and    CuHenagh,   in  tie 

*  Laeighseek  Kenn-mor,  i.  e.  Laeigh-  Queen's  county.  The  chieftain  sept  of 
•ech  of  the  Large  Head.    The  chief-  the  deaoandanti  of  Logaidh  " 
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nen  gaining  such  supremacy  in  his  principality,  he 
id,  wherewith  to  expel  them  out  of  Leinster,  from 


the  Munstermen  g 
demanded  aid, 

Eocaidh  Finn.     The  latter  consented  to  his  request,  and  a 
Mud  his  partisans  from  all  sides,  so  that  lie  succeeded  in  muster- 
ing together  a  numerous  army,  over  which  he  set  his  own  foster- 
«on,  Laeighsech  Kenn-mor,  as  general;  then,  having  joined  his 
forces  to  those  of  Cu-Corb,  the  Leinster  king,  he  made  head 
against  tlie  men    of  Munster,    Laeighsech    Kenn-mor  holding 
the  command  of  their  united  armies,  as  general- in- chief.     Thus 
they  succeeded  in  driving  the  intruders  from-  Muliach-Masden 
(Mullaghmast)  to  the  Berba  (Barrow),  where  they  gave  them  a 
great  defeat,  at  Ath-Truiisdiu  {Awh-!ru.ihdr,.-ti)l  near  Athy,  which 
is    now    called    Ath-ui-Berba    {Awh-eeh-BTt'a).     Theuce   they 
followed  up  the  pursuit  until  they  routed  them  again  at  Coir- 
-teni,**  in  Magh-Riada.     From  this  place,  also,  they  continued, to 
jr»tarsne  their  enemies  until  they  had  given  them  a  third  great 
§ofeat  at  Slighe-Dala  (Sklee-daiela),   which  is  now  called  the 
J3«laeli-Mor,  or  Great  Road  of  Ornery.    Thus  was  the  pentarchate 
0f   Leinster  relieved  by  those  ehiefe  from  the  bondage  of  the 
\f  unstermen.     In  reward  thereof,  Eoe:iidli  Finn  got  a  grant  of 
tti«  Seven   Fotharta-Laighen '  {Foharta  Loyen),  or  Fotharts  of 
I^eiuster,  for  himself  and  his  posterity  lor  ever.    His  dalta  (fbster- 
soii)  got  a  like  grant  of  the  Seven  Laeighsecha  (Leix)  for  him- 
seslz  and  bis  progeny,  as  a  warrior's  fee,  for  his  generalship  in 
expelling  the  Munstermen  from  the  places  just  mentioned.     Be- 
trioes  this,  the  king  of  Leinster  covenanted,  ijoth  for  himself  and 
">r   his  successors  on  the  throne,  that  the  back  of  every  ox, 
^***  the  ham  of  every  swine  slaughtered  for  bis  and  their  tables, 
should  be  given  as  a  "  curadh-mir"  (ain-a-meer),  or  champion's 
Portion,  to  the  king  of  Laeighis;  and  that  one  of  the  battle-axe 
J?61*    of  the  king  of  Laeighis  should  be  for  ever  maintained  in 
th  G  **ouse  °f  tneTcing  of  Leinster,  at  this  king's  own  expense,  for 
5s  purpose  of  receiving  that  fee  on  the  part  of  his  chieftain,  the 
£**    ting  of  Laeighis.    It  was  also  one  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Ip^*"  king,  to  be  one  of  the  privy-council,  or  confidential  advisers 
.,    'Peking of  Leinster;  and  in  public  conventions  he  occupied 
i^L  fourth  place  next  to  that  king's  person.     It  was  he,  also,  that 
77*^:  the  right  of  distributing  all  the  presents  made  by  the  king 
to    -t^eioster  to  his  nobles  and  ollamhs ;  and  every  present  made 
.  ^*k»at  king  himself  had  first  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
^*    of  Laeighis,  for  it  was  through  hÍB  ministry  that  all  such 

.ÍJU*-  «he  name  of  O-Mordaa,  (O'Jfero),       -  Coirltni.    Magh  Ri*da,  where  tUi 

■  ^. .  O'Moorc,  from  Monlha  (i.  e.  ma-    place  was  situated,  was  the  name  of  ■ 


lOouD. 


twenty-eight! 
Kearaadi— 


\ 


I 


336  THE  HISTORY  OF  IBELANB. 

gifts  were  to  be  presented.  The  king  of  Leinster  was  also  bound 
to  retain  in  his  pay  seven  of  the  followers  of  the  king  of  T^ighi^ 
who  were  to  be  in  continual  attendance  on  his  person,  for  the 

Eurpose  of  putting  on  his  armor,  and  of  accompanying  him  on 
is  expeditions.  Upon  his  part,  the  king  of  Lacighis  had  no 
duty  to  pay,  with  the  exception  of  seven  oxen,  which  he  was 
bound  to  send  to  the  hunting-booth  of  the  king  of  Leinster ;  bat 
he  was,  nevertheless,  bound  to  maintain  seven-score  of  warriors 
at  his  own  expense,  for  the  service  of  the  king  of  Leinster.  He 
had  also  the  priviledge  of  leading  the  van  of  the  Leinster  army 
when  entering  a  hostile  territory;  and  in  battle  it  was  his  right 
to  hold  the  "  beárna  bhaeghail  (bárna  vayil),  or  gap  of  danger. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  king  of  Laeiglus  was  iurther  bound 
to  render  aid  to  the  king  of  the  Fotharta,  and  to  rise  out  with 
him  in  all  his  public  conventions  and  general  musteringa.  This 
was  because  Locaidh  Finn,  son  of  Feidlimid  Bectmar,  that  had 
fostered  Leighscch  Kenn-mor,  from  whom  the  Laeighsigh  (Lute- 
shili)  are  descended.  These  usages  were  constantly  maintained 
amongst  their  posterity  until  the  English  invasion. 

The  Settlement  of  the  Desi  (Daishie)  in  Munster. 

With  regard  to  Fiacaidh  Suighdi  (Feeaghai  Suee\  the  other 
brother  of  the  monarch  Conn,  it  was  near  Temhair  that  he  had 
acquired  a  territory,  namely,  the  Desi  Temrach*  (Daishie  7b*> 
ragh),  but  ho  never  succeeded  in  making  himself  monarch.  He 
had,  however,  three  sons,  who  were  named  Rosa,  Aengus  Gaei- 
buailtech  and  Eogan.  Of  these,  Aengus  Gaei-bu  ail  tech  imrpam 
cd  all  the  warriors  of  his  day  in  prowess  and  daring. 

At  this  time,  a  certain  distinguished  warrior  foil  under  the 
enmity  of  Cormac  Mac  Airt,  and  there  was  found  no  person  who 
would  dare  to  be  his  security  against  the  vengeance  of  the  mon- 
arch, but  Aengus  Gaoi-buailtccb.  The  king  then  gave  him  Aen- 
gus, as  guarantee  for  his  safety ;  and  Aengus  took  the  nobleman 
under  his  especial  protection.  But  it  happened,  soon  after,  that 
Kcllach,  son  of  Cormac,  made  that  nobleman  captive,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  safeguard  of  Aengus,  and  put  out  his  eyes,  without 
even  asking  l\ivc  of  the  king,  his  father.  When  Aengus  heard 
thereof,  he  marched  straight  to  Temhair.  attended  by  a  nume- 
rous host,  and  thore,  by  a  cast  of  his  dreaded  spear,  he  slew 
Kellach,  son  of  Cormac,  as  ho  stood  behind  his  father  in  the 
palace,  and  at  the  same  time  wounded  Cormac  himself  in  the 
eye,  so  that  he  was  thenceforward  trusting  to  one  eye.    Connect 

*  Desi  Temrarh,  i.  e.  the  Deri  of    Deeoe,  ia  the  coontj  of  Meatfc. 
Tara  or  Temhair,  now  the  barony  of 
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upon  this,  immediately  mustered  a  large  army,  and  drove  Aen- 
gus and  bis  kinsmen  into  banishment 

Many,  indeed,  were  the  battles  which  this  race  of  Fiacaidh 
guighcu  gave  to  Cormac,  though  he  succeeded  in  driving  them 
faxtQ  Ijeiiister,  where  they  remained  for  one  year.  Thence  they 
proceeded  into  Osraide,  and  finally  they  came  to  Olild  Olum, 
^hose  wife,  Sadb,  daughter  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles, 
gp-as  a  kinswoman  of  their  own.  Olild  gave  them  the  territory 
^bich  they  thenceforward  called  the  Desi  Mumhan"  (Daishi 
mfoori),  or  l)esi  of  Munster ;  for  the  Desi  Temrach  (Daishi  Tav- 
rttgh)  had  heen  their  native  country,  previous  to  their  expulsion 
jtepce  by  Cormac.  Those  three  sons  of  Fiacaidh  Suighdi  then 
jjjvided  their  new  territory  between  them  in  three  parts. 

Though  some  have  called  this  tribe  the  posterity  of  Olild 
-ggfonn,  and  Ernaide,  or  Ernaans,"  still  they  are  not  of  the  race 
*jx&t  **  8°  ^^d,  for  it  is  the  descendants  of  Conari,  son  of  Mogh 
j^nnha,  that  have  been  named  Ernaide.    It  was,  indeed,  Core 
■pul>inn,  son  of  Carbri  Musg,  that  was  the  author  of  bringing  the 
race  descended  from  Fiacaidh  Suighdi  into  Munster ;  but  it  was 
{he  posterity  of  the  latter,  not  the  former,  that  were  called  Desi. 
&na  Aengus,  son  of  Eocaidh  Finn,  son  of  Feidlimidh  Rectmar, 
was  their  chieftain  on  their  expedition  to  Munster,  and  in  part- 
nership with  him  were  the  three  sons   of  Fiacaidh   Suighdi, 
namely :  Rosa,  Eogan  and  Aengus  Gaei-buailtech. 

It  happened  that  about  this  time  Carbri  Musg"  had  acquired 

great  power  in  Munster,  and  that  during  his  time  misfortunes 

»nd  feuures  of  crops  came  upon  that  principality.     Nor,  indeed, 

^•8  that  to  be  wondered  at,  for  it  was  through  incest  that  Core 

kwlbeen  borne  to  him  by  Dubinn,  who  was  his  own  sister;  for 

they  were  both  the  children  of  Conari,  son  of  Mogh  Lamha,  and 

of  Saradh,  daughter  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles.     When, 

then,  the  nobles  of  Munster  had  taken  notice  that  misfortunes 

*  Desi  Mumhan.    This  territory,  in  mistake    above  noticed   by  Keating. 

the  latter  times  of  Irish  indej>cndence,  The  likelihood  is,  that  the  Desi  pot  tho 

comprised  the  present  county  of  Water-  territory   now  called  AYatrrford  from 

[°Ki,  where  its  name  is  still  preserved  the  Iberians,  for  the  purpose  of  finally 

|n  those  of  the  baronies  of  Deeies  with-  subjugating  its  more  early  inhabitants. 

in  and  Deeies  without  Drum.  "  Caibri  Musg.    It  does  not  appear, 

Ernaans.    This  name,  as  before  from   the   text,  what   immediate   con- 

*kted, belonged  originally  to  a  Belgian  nection  the  story  of  Carbri  Musg  has 

or  Danann  tribe.   It  had  been  usurped,  with  the  Desi.    We  must  not  under- 

*>  *e  have  seen,  by  the  descendants  of  stand,  that  he  was  then  king  of  Mun- 

*c  Gaelic  chieftain  Olild  Erann,  of  the  eter;  but  that  he  was,  as  here  repre- 

tne  of  Fiacaidh  Fer-mara.     Possibly  sented,  a  powerful  chieftain,  the  numc- 

hranch  of  the  original  Ernaans  still  rous  and  extensive  territories    called 

■copied  the  plei is  and  fastnesses  of  tho  Musgraide,  or  Muskery,  from  his  do- 

rJmarach8,  and  may  have  led  to  tin»  Fcendants,  bear  convincing  testimony. 

22 
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had  fill  leu  upon  their  country  during  the  rule  of  Carbri,  they 
demanded  of  that  chieftain,  what  it  was  that  had  taken  its  pro- 
duce and  good  luck  from  their  land  And  Cormac  answered 
them,  and  said,  that  it  was  an  incest  that  he  had  himself  com- 
mitted with  his  own  sister,  namely,  with  Dubinn,  and  that  she 
had  borne  him  two  sons,  namely,  Core  and  Cormac  When  the 
chiefs  of  Munster  heard  this,  they  demanded  to  get  the  sons,  in 
order  that  they  might  destroy  them,  by  consuming  them  with  fire, 
and  then  cast  their  ashes  into  the  running  stream.  "Let  that 
be  done  by  you,"  said  Dinach  the  Druid,  "  as  far  as  Cormac  is 
concerned ;  but  let  not  Core10  be  killed  by  your  hands.  Let  him 
be  given  to  me,  and  I  shall  take  him  witn  me  out  of  Eri."  His 
request  was  granted  him ;  and  he  took  the  child  with  him  to 
Inis-Baei,41  where  he  found  a  vestal  named  Baei,  under  whose 
protection  he  placed  him.  With  her  he  left  him  for  a  year, 
at  the  end  of  which  he  took  him  to  Saradh,  daughter  of  Conn  of 
the  Hundred  Battles,  who  was  his  grandmother,  by  both  his 
parents. 

But  to  return  to  the  Desi.  They  demanded  of  their  sooth- 
sayers, if  it  were  their  destiny  to  find  a  place  of  shelter  or  of 
fixed  residence  in  Munster ;  and  the  soothsayers  answered  them, 
and  advised  them  to  remain  in  that  land.  And  they,  moreover, 
said  that  the  wife  of  Enna  Kenn-sclach,  Conaing  by  name,  was 
then  pregnant,  and  that  the  child  to  be  brought  by  her  should 
be  a  daughter.  That  daughter  they  advised  the  Desi  to  demand 
in  fosterage,  telling  them  to  give  her  full  value  in  presents,  in 
order  to  get  her  from  her  parents.  The  daughter  was  after- 
wards born,  und  she  was  fostered  by  the  Desi,  and  Ethni  Ua- 
thach*  {Etlmic  Oohagh)  was  her  name.  She  was  fed  upon  the 
flesh  of  infants  by  the  Desi,  in  order  that  she  might  the  sooner 
become  marriageable,  because  a  distinguished  druia  had  foretold, 
that  her  fosterers  should  receive  lands  from  the  man  whose  wife 
she  should  become.  And  upon  arriving  at  maturity,  she  was 
wedded  to  Aengus,  son  of  Nadfraecb,  king  of  Munster,  who,  as 
a  reward  for  getting  her  to  wife,  bestowed  upon  the  Desi,  Magh- 
Femhen,  that  is,  the  district  called  the  "  trian"  (lrcean\  or  third 

•  Core.    This  Gore  became  a  dig-  and  ever  memorable  siege,  in  1603,  u> 

tinguishcd  chieftain  in  the  course  of  dor  its  brave  commandant,  Richard, 

time,  and  was  the  founder  of  several  son  of  Ross,  son  of  Connla  Mageoghe» 

septs  of  the  Eremonian  Emaans.  Corca  gan. 

Dubni,  now  Coraguiny,  in  Kerry,  has  "  Ethni  Uatfiach.    The  ainchronboi 

seemingly  received  its  name  from  him.  of  this  horrible  legend  is  enough  to 

11  Init  Baei j  i.  e.  the  Island  of  Baei.  prove  it  a  fiction.    Aengus  Mac  X*4- 

It  id  now  called  Bear  Island,  being  in  fraeich,  the  kiny  of  Monster,  whose 

Bantry  Bay.    On  it  was  situated,  in  wife  this  Ethni  h  aaid  to  have  been, 

after  times,  O'Sullivan's  castle  of  Dun-  did  not  reign  over  Munster  for  at  least 

Baei  (Lhinboy),  famed  for  its  glorious  two  hundred  years  after  the  settlement 
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of  Cluain-mela  (Clomn-mella\  and  the  Trian-medonach  (TVeean- 
vednagk),  or  middle  third,  aner  the  expulsion  of  the  Osraidigh 
(Ossorians)  from  these  territories.  Afterwards,  both  Aengus 
and  Ethni  were  slain  by  the  Leinstermen,  in  the  battle  of  Kell- 
oena,  four  miles  east  of  Leith-glenn  (now  Leighlin  Bridge).  For 
the  race  sprung  from  Fiacaidh  Suighdi,  called  also  the  Desi, 
possessed  at  first  but  the  territory  which  is  known  as  the  Desi 
Deskert  (DesfilcertY  or  Southern  Desi,  and  which  extends  from  the 
Biver  Siuir  soatnwards  to  the  sea,  and  from  Lis-mor  to  Kenn» 
Criadain  (Credan  HeadY  But  when  Ethni  Uathach  was  mar- 
ried to  Aengus,  son  of  IN  adfraech,  king  of  Munster,  then  it  was 
that  this  prince  bestowed  upon  them  the  Desi  Tuaiskert  (Tooish- 
kerfy  or  Northern  Desi,  which  extends  from  the  above-mentioned 
Biver  Siuir  to  Corca-Ethrach  (Coré-áháragh),  which  is  called 
Machari  Caisil  (Afaghera  Cashify  or  the  Plain  of  Cashel.  O'Fae- 
lain,  who  came  of  that  stock,  was  the  king  of  the  northern  Desi, 
and  where  he  had  his  dun-pJiorl  (or  stronghold)  was  on  the  bank 
of  the  Siuir,  at  Innis-Lemnacta43  (Innish-lewnaghta) ;  and  that  is 
the  place  that  is  now  called  Dun-ui-Faelain  (Doon-ee'Aylauin)f 
i  e.  the  dun  of  O'Faelain.  The  posterity  of  another  of  the  broth- 
ers possessed  the  southern  Desi,  and  it  was  their  chieftain  that 
was  styled  O'Bric ;.  and  there  he  had  his  dunphort  in  the  south, 
by  the  sea-shore,  at  the  place  which  is  now  called  Oileán  Ui 
Bhric  (Itlawn-ee*vrick\  i.  e.  O'Bric's  Island.44  The  Desi  continued 
thus  divided  into  two  septs  until  that  of  O'Bric  became  extinct, 
and  then  the  chieftainship  of  the  two  territories  fell  to  O'Faelain, 
whose  posterity  continued  to  rule  them  for  a  long  period  after- 
wards, until  the  Sil  Ebir  (Shed  Aivir),  or  Eberians,  deprived 
them  of  the  northern  Desi;  so  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Anglo-Normans,  they  held  possession  but  of  the  southern  Desi. 
Understand,  that  it  was  Aengus  Osraidech45  (Aineesae  Osreeagh\ 
with  his  tribe,  that  had  previously  held  the  lordship  of  Magh 
Femhen,46  called  the  Northern  Desi,  and  that  it  was  the  tribe  of 
Fiacaidh  Suighdi  that  had  expelled  hi  in  and  his  followers  from 

of  the  Desi  in  that  Fifth.     He  was  the  41  O'Bric's  Hand  lies  near  Bonma- 

eighth   in   descent   from   Olild   Olum,  hon,  in  the  county  of  Watcrford. 

and  the  sixth   from   Fiacaidh  Maeil-  **  Aengus  Osrnidech,  that  is,  Aengus 

lethan,  in  whose  reign  the  race  of  Fia-  the   Ossorian.       He    Is    the  ancestor 

caidh  Suighdi  fixed  in  Waterford.   The  of   the  Fits- Patricks,  and  other  cor- 

story  is  evidently  a  calumny,  invented  relatives. 

to  detract  from  the  glory  of  the  des-  49  Magh  Femhen,  the  barony  of  Jffa, 

cendants  of  the  first  Christian  king  of  cast  co.  Tipjierary.     Cluain-mela,  i.  e. 

Cashel.  the  Field  or  Park  of  Honey,  now  Clon- 

°  lnts   Lemnacta,  i.  e.  the  Isle  of  mel,  lay  therein.     Middlethird  is  also 

New-milk.     Its  exact  situation  is  un-  a  barony  in  the  same  county, 
known  to  the  editor,  as  well  as  that  of 
Dun-U  i-Faelain. 
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that  territory ;  and  it  is  from  the  defeats  which  were  (given  to 
him  at  those  places,  that  Cnoc-urlaide"  (Cnoc-urluee\  i.  e.  the 
Hill  of  Slaughter,  and  Mullach  Aindeonach48  yAfullagh-ingonagh). 
i.  e.  the  Height  of  Compulsion,  in  Magh  Femhen,  have  received 
the  names,  which  they  bear  to  the  present  day.  Cnoc-urlaide, 
indeed,  from  the  Urlaide,  or  slaughter  of  the  champions  in  the 
battle ;  and  Mullach-Aindeonach,  from  the  compulsory  (Aindeo- 
nach) driving  forth  of  the  Ossorians. 

Cormac's  war  wiOi  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan 9mking  of  Munster — 

The  sons  of  thai  Prince — His  death. 

It  came  to  pass  about  this  epoch,  that  Cormac,  eon  of  Art 
experienced  a  scarcity  of  meat  and  provisions,  for  he  had 
expended  all  his  rents,  by  reason  of  the  multitude  of  the  folk 
of  his  household.  He  thereupon  consulted  the  Ard-fedmann- 
ach  (Ard-feimanagh),  or  high-steward  of  his  domestic  affairs,  as 
to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  supply  his  followers 
with  sustenance,  until  the  time  had  come  round  for  again  de- 
manding his  rents  from  the  fifths  or  provinces.  The  advice 
which  his  high-steward  gave  him  was,  to  muster  a  numerous 
army,  and  to  march  therewith  straight  into  Munster,  for  the 

Eurposc  of  enforcing  payment  of  the  rents  thence  due  to  the 
ing  of  Ireland.  "For,"  said  he,  "  these  people  pay  rent  to  you 
but  for  one  Fifth,  while  there  are  two  Fifths  in  Munster,  out  of 
each  of  which  a  rent  is  justly  due  to  the  Ard-rich  of  Eri."  Upon 
the  advice  Cormac  determined  to  take  immediate  action ;  and 
forthwith  he  s°nt  an  embassy  to  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan  (Feeagha 
Jfucelláhán).  who  was  then  king  of  Munster,  demanding  from 
him  the  rent  of  the  two  Fifths.  Fiacaidh  sent  him  answer,  that 
he  would  pay  no  more  rent  to  him  than  had  been  paid  to  the 
kings,  his  predecessors.  And,  when  this  reply  was  brought  to 
Cormac,  he  assembled  a  large  army,  and  marched  forward 
without  halting  until  he  reached  Drom^amhari*(deewerríí)  which 

c  Cnoc-Vrlaide.    Unknown   to  the  called  Forbais  Dromadamhgari,  i  e. 

editor.  the  Encampment  on  Drom-aunhgmri, 

"  Mullach  Angednach,  now  called  bas  been  founded  upon  this  expedition. 

Mullagh intone     a    townland    in   the  "  It  looks  very  strange  that  neither  the 

pariah  of  Newchapel.  near  Clonmcl.  Four  Masters  nor  Tighcrnach  make 

It  was  otherwise  called  lnde6nna-n-  any  special  mention  of  Cormac'a  era* 

Desi.     (lrnlco»-n(i-D<u*hi).  dition  into  Munster.    The  truth  is,  the 

*  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan,  the  posthu-  aunalists  of  Lcth  Chuinn  pass  over  the 

mous  son  of  Eogan  Mor,  son  of  Olild  affairs  of  Munster  very  slightly,  and 

Olura,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Mocrurohi,  seem  unwilling  to  acknowledge  any  ti> 

succeeded  his  uncle  Cormac  Cos  as  king  umph  of  the  king  of  that  prori nee  orer 

of  Minister.  the  race  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Bat 

n  Drom-diamhari  is  also  called  Drom-  tics ;  and  this  feeling  was  mutual  on  thi 

damhgari.     An  aucicnt  historic  tale,  part  of  thcraceof  OlOdOhun." — &D. 
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now  called  Cnoc-Loingi  (KnockloDg,  county  limerick,)  and 
are  he  pitched  a  stationary  camp ;  and  thither  also  marched 
Hacaidh  MaeiMethan,81  king  of  Minister,  to  meet  him  front  to 
Aont  Now,  Cormac  was  accompanied  on  that  occasion  by  cer- 
^ftain  Alban  (Scotch)  druids,  whom  he  set  to  practice  druidio 
Úagio  against  the  king  of  Munster,  so  that  both  men  and  beasts 
^were  in  danger  from  a  scarcity  of  water.  This  compelled  the 
ling  of  Munster  to  send  for  Mogh  Euith,n  the  druid,  then  dwell- 
ing  in  Kiarraide  Luachra  (Kerry).  And,  when  this  druid  had 
«unved,  the  king  was  compelled  to  bestow  upon  him  two  can- 
of  land,  namely,  the  territories  called,  at  present,  Condon's 
d  Boche's  countries ;  then  Mpgh  Buith,  upon  receiving  this 
^rant,  unlocked  the  barrier  that  had  been  placed  before  the 
craters,  and  that  had  withheld  them  from  the  host  of  Munster. 
This  he  effected  by  hurling  into  the  air  a  magic  javelin,  which 
lie  possessed ;  and,  in  the  place  where  his  shaft  fell,  there  imme- 
diately burst  forth  a  spring0  of  pure  water,  wherewith  the  men 
mt  Munster  were  relieved  from  the  violent  thirst  that  had  till 
"then  oppressed  them.  Forthwith,  the  king  of  Munster  flung 
lnmssli  and  his  refreshed  warriors  upon  Cormac  and  his  host, 
mod  drove  the  invaders  out  of  his  territories,  without  their  having 
4Bven  withstood  him  in  a  battle  or  having  taken  off  their  spoils.  He 
Allowed  up  his  pursuit  of  them  into  Osraidc,  where  he  compelled 
Oormac  to  give  him  securities  and  pledges,  as  guaranties  that  he 
"'would  send  hostages  to  him  from  Tcmhair  to  Rath  Naei,  which 
:5i  called  Cnoc  Rathfann54  (Knockraffan),  in  order  to  make  atone- 
ment for  every  injury  that  he  had  inflicted  upon  Munster  in  that 
invasion.  It  is  in  record  of  that  contract,  that  some  bard  has 
«omposed  the  following  verse : 

"  The  good  king  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan 
Owned  full  one-half  of  this  wide  land, 

"  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan  succeeded  his  scendants  took  the  names  of  O'Dobha- 

Xincle,  Cormac  Cas,  as  king  of  Monster,  gain,  O'Dugain  or  Duggan,  and  O'Coe- 

Sc  seems  to  have  been  fully  a  match  graide,   now    Coskery,  Coskran   and 

Tat  his  rival,  Cormac  Mac  Airt.    The  Coegrave. 

invasion  here  spoken  of  was  apparently  *  A  spring  well,  which  he  is  said  to 

undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  destroy-  have  caused  to  issue  from  the  earth,  is 

ing  the  compact,  made  between  Eogan  still  pointed  oat  near  Knocklong,coun- 

^lor  and  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Bat-  ty  Limerick. 

ties.  •*  Cnoc  Rathfann.    The  ruins  of  Fia- 

*  Mogh  Ruith.    This  druid  was  do-  caidh's  rath  still  exist  on  the  townland 

Vended  from  Fergus  Mac  Roigh.  and  of  Knockraffan,  a  few  miles  to  the  east 

of  the  same  race  with  the  O'Connors,  of  Cahir,  county  Tipperary.    It  was 

Í£erry.    The  territory  given  to  him  by  situated  on  the  river  Suir,  and  became, 

Iffacaidh,  for  his  services  on  this  occa-  some  time  previous  to  the  English  in- 

i»ou,  was  Fermaighe  Feni   (Fermoye  vasion.  the  chief  seat  of  that  branch  of 

•Famt),  now  the  baronies  of  Fermoy  his  descendants  that  took  the  name  of 

and  Condons,  county  Cork.    His  do-  O'Suillibain  (O'Sullivan). 
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And  strong  Temhair  sent  hostages 

To  Rathfann's  fort  the  bright  Rath  Nad." 

This  Fiacaidh  had  two  sons,  namely,  Olild  Flann  Mor 
Olild  Flann  Beg."  Of  these,  Olild  ílann  Mor  died  wit 
issue,  and  thence  all  of  the  posterity  of  Fiacaidh  Maeil-le 
that  survive,  are  descended  from  Olild  Flann  Beg.  It  was  x 
this  circumstance  that  the  bard  composed  this  verse,  down  1 

"  Sods  of  preat  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan 
Were  Olild  Flann  Mor,  childless  chief, 
And  Olild  Flann  Beg,  happy  sire, 
Whose  race  now  widely  rules  in  Mnmha." 

Olild  Flann  Mor  being  thus  without  offspring,  adopted, 
his  son,  his  brother,  Olild  Flann  Beg,  to  whom  he  left  his 
ponal  wealth  and  inheritance,  on  the  condition  that  both  hin 
and  his  posterity  should  place  the  name  of  Olild  Flann  Mo 
the  genealogical  tree,  between  that  of  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan 
his  own.  And  it  is  so  that  it  is  found  given  down  in  the  Pa 
of  Cashel,  and  in  other  ancient  books ;  but  we  must  not  un 
stand  thereby,  that  Olild  Flann  Mor  was  the  father  of  Olild  F 
Beg ;  for  the  reason  why  the  name  of  Olild  Flann  Mor  was 
placed  after  that  of  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan  on  the  genealoj 
tre  \  was  in  order  to  fulfil  that  agreement,  made  between  the 
brothers,  as  we  have  just  related. 

It  was  Connla,67  son  of  Tadg,  son  of  Kian,  son  of  Olild  01 
that  treacherously  murdered  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan  at  Atb 
(Awheeshvl),  now  Athassel,  on  the  river  Siuir.  He  was  imp 
to  peq)ctuate  that  foul  treason  by  the  following  motive.  W 
still  a  youth,  and  residing  in  the  house  of  Connac  Mac  Airt,] 
of  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  polite  manners  and  ace 
ing  skill  in  warlike  exercises,  he  was  attacked  by  some  lep 
disease,  whereupon  Cormac  one  day  told  him  that  it  was  his 
tiny  to  be  cured  thereof  only  by  bathing  himself  in  the  bloo 
a  kin<r,  adding  that  he  should  be  healed  of  his  disease,  as  soo 
he  hud  accomplished  that  deed.     Soon  after  he  had  received 

M  Olild  Flann  Bag  eventually  succeed-  na  d-Tri  Finn  Emna,"  i.e.  8nu  a 

o<l  his  cousin,  Mogh  Oorb,  son  of  Cor-  Three  Finns  of  Emhain.  applied  1 

mac  Cus,  as  king  of  the  Southern  Half  Irish  monarch,  TiUgaidh  Hiaon-D-d 

of  Ireland.    It  does  not  apjnsir  that  his  *  Connla.   There  is  much  that 

elder  brother  was  ever  more  than  king  asrgcrated  and  improbable  in  the  i 

of  Desmond.  tion  of  Fiacaidh's  death.    His  c 

*  A'loptttl.    From  this  it  is  evident  Connla,  over  whoso  native  terrifco 

that  tin»  custom  of  adopt : on  was  prac-  Kli  that  kinjr  claimed  sovereignty 

ticcd  amongst  the  Irish  Tribes,  and  possibly  other  reasons  for  his  tr 

what  is  recorded  here  may  serve  to  ex-  than  that  here  related,  apparently 

plain  that  strange  expression,  M  Mao  some  historic  romance. 
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advice,  Connla  -went  to  visit  his  cousin,  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan, 
then  king  of  Minister.  And  where  this  king  was  then  abiding 
was  at  the  rath  of  Rathfann,  which  is  this  day  called  Cnoo- 
Ba&nn.  with  his  fester-mother,  whose  name  was  Rathfann. 
And  when  Connla  presented  himself  at  that  place,  he  received 
a  kindly  welcome  from  his  royal  kinsman.  Then,  on  a  cer- 
tain day  eoon  after  his  arrival,  Fiacaidh  went  forth  along  the 
banks  of  the  Siuir,  attended  by  a  number  of  Ins  household,  and 
having  Connla  by  his  side,  carrying  his  spear.  When  they  had 
thus  arrived  at  Ath-Isel,  the  king  went  into  the  water  to  swiirL 
Then  did  Connla  remember  the  advice  of  Cormac.  and  thereupon 
he  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  bank,  whence,  flinging?  his  own 

rir  at  Fiacaidh  as  he  was  swimming,  he  thrust  him  tnrough  in 
water,  and  thus  slew  him.  Nevertheless,  the  king  lived  to 
leach  the  bonk  and  save  the  life  of  Connla,  commanding  his 
household  not  to  kill  his  treacherous  relative  and  guest  Thus 
did  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan  end  his  life. 

Finn  Mao  Cumiiail  and  the  Funk11  na  h-Erknn. 

We  have  already  related,  on  the  authority  of  the  Shannachies, 
that  king  Cormac  had  ten  daughters,  but  of  these  we  shall  here 
«peak  of  no  more  than  two,  namely,,  of  Grainni,*  who  was  at  first 
tae  wife  of  Finn,  son  of  Cumhal  (Óuvál  or  Cboai),  but  who  after- 
Jraards  eloped  with  Diarmaid  O'Duibue  (Deermtd  ODuivnit  or 
feaynee)-  and  of  Ailbi  (Alvie\  daughter  of  Cormac,  who  also 
became  the  wife  of  Finn  after  the  elopement  of  her  sister. 

-NW,  I  hold  it  to  be  untrue  for  any  person  to  assert  that  Finn 
Wfccl  the  Fiann  (Feeanri)  never  had  existence.  For,  in  testimony 
of  their  having  really  existed,  we  have  still  remaining  those 
three  proofs,  whereby,  with  the  single  exception  of  what  is  re- 
^^ded  in  Holy  Writ,  the  truth  of  all  historic  facts  are  tried. 
Jkese  ajg^  firstly,  common  oral  tradition,  handed  down  from 
&fcher  to  son ;  secondly,  ancient  written  documents,  and  thirdly, 
fn<sient  landmarks  and  monumental  remains.  We  have  ever 
hearc^  and  are  constantly  hearing  it  repeater   ítjli  mouth  to 

.>   ftann.    This  word  is  used  in  a  maid  and  Grainni — this  lady  was  not 

collective  sense,  and  must,  throughout  actually  married  to  Finn.    She  eJoped 

tMs  work,  be  understood  as  the  order  with  Diarmaid  from  her  marriage  feast 

SL  ***>%  called  the  "  Fiann"  (Feeann) .  Diarmaid  O'Duibni,  styled  in  ancient 

£*  .Plural,  "  Fianna,"  means  bands  or  romances,  "  the  dark  haired  Diarmaid 

******    of  the  Fiann.     An  individual  of  bright  face  and  white  teeth/'  was 


According 

man  romance—"  Toraidhech  Dhiarma-    ster.    He  is  represented  as  the  most 
~£8  Grainni "  (Toreedght  Yeermoda's    agile  warrior  of  the  Fiann. 
^^Knyeh),  I  e.  the  Chase  after  Diar- 
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mouth,  that  Finn  and  Fiann  once  had  existence ;  and  again,  am 
ancient  books  record  their  adventures  very  fully ;  and  we  still 
have  living  witnesses  of  their  existence  in  the  ancient  names  at 
tached  to  the  localities,  and  the  monumental  remains,  that  have 
been  called  after  them — such  as  Suidhe  Finn  (Suee-Finn\  Le. 
Finn's  Seat  or  resting  place,  upon  Sliabh-na-m-ban-bh-fion^1 
(S  h'rve-na-man-vynn\  which  was  so  called  from  this  hero,  Finn 
O  Baeisgni  ;*:  and  Glenn  Garaidh  (Glen-garra),  i.e.  Garaidh's  val- 
ley, which  is  called  after  Garaidh  Glun-dubh  (gloon-duv),  son  of 
Morna,  and  which  lies  in  Ui  Fathaidh*1  (ee  Fahie)y  and  Leba 
Diarmoda  is  Grainni  (Labba-yeermoda8-Granini\  L  c.  Diarmaid 
and  Grainni  s  Bed,  in  Ui  Fiacrach  Aidhni**  (Ee  Feeyhrayh  Uynie\ 
which  is  now  called  Duithcho  Ui  Scchnasaigh  (Dohee-Shaugk* 
nasy\  or  O'Shaughnasy's  country ;  and  so  likewise  of  numbers 
of  other  localities  throughout  Ireland. 

But  if  any  person  should  say,  that  a  great  deal  of  what  htt 
been  told  of  the  Fiann  is  incredible,  in  that  I  hold  him  to  be  per- 
fectly correct.  But,  there  was  no  country  in  the  world  in  which 
men  did  not  write  untrue  stories,  in  the  days  of  Paganism.  I 
could  even  point  many  stories  of  that  kind,  such  as  the  Knight 
of  the  Sun  and  similar  ones,  that  were  composed  even  in  the 
times  of  the  Faith.  Nevertheless,  there  is  no  country  in  which 
some  true  and  credible  histories  were  not  written  at  the  same 
time.  In  like  manner,  although  many  fabulous  and  romantic 
tales,  sucli  as  the  Cath  Finn-Tragha  (CBh-Finn-Troye),  or  Battle 
of  Ventrv ;  the  Bruighcn  Caerthann  (Brueen  Kairhan\  or  For- 
tress of  Caerthann ;  the  Imthecta  an  Ghilla  Decair  (Imhaght  on- 
yilla  (lacker),  or  the  Adventures  of  the  Dissatisfied  Clown,  and 
such  like,  have  been  written  upon  Finn  and  the  Fiann  for  pas* 


"  SHabh-na-m-ban-bh-fionn,  i.  e,  the  *  Ui  Fathaidh.  There  were 
mountain  of  the  fair  women,  now  Slicve-  tribes  in  Connanght,  of  this  name ;  on 
naman,  county  Tipperary.  The  term  situated  east  of  Lough  Corrib,  in  the 
"  fionn."  i.  c.  fair,  now  applied  to  this  county  of  Gnlway ;  the  other  was  1o- 
mountain.  is  thought  to  be  a  corrup-  cated  in  Ui  Mani,  in  the  name  comity. 
tiou  of  Femhcira  (Fcwcan),  the  old  The  name  is  anglicized  O'Fahy.  Then 
name  of  the  territory  where  it  is  situ-  was  also  a  tribe  of  this  name  ia  tfal 
ate-1.  Finn's  se:it  upon  this  mountain,  barony  of  Iffa  and  Offa,  county  Tip- 
as  well  as  upon  the  several  mountain  perary. 

rank's  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  where  °  Ui  Fiacrach  Aidni     The  tribe- 

places  so  called  are  found,  probably  re-  name  of  the  O'Hcyncs,  0*ShaQgboe> 

oeived  its  name  from  the  met  of  that  sies,  Mac  Kilkcllies,  and  their          * 


chief  having  been  wont  to  make  it  his  tives.    Their  territory  lay  on  the  bo* 

station,  whilst  his  warriors  were  making  ders  of  the  counties  of  Galwmy  aad 

their  b  ittuf  on  the  lowlands  beneath.  Clare.     Those  altar-tombs,  composed 

01  07/i«"«!Trtf,  i.  e.  descendant  of  of  immense  stones,  so  frequent  in  Ire- 

Raete'JTiii  (fUt-rthkm),  son  of  the  Irish  laud,  are  sometimes  popularly  but  im- 

mouarrh.N inula th  NVet,from  whom  the  properly  called  the  Bods  of  Du 

clan  of  ttaeis^ni,  of  which  Finn  was  the  and  Grainni. 
hereditary  chieftain,  received  its  name. 
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"time's  sake,  it  is  nevertheless  oertain  that  some  true  and  credible 
liistories  have  been  written  of  them  likewise.04 

It  is,  also,  proved  that  their  persons  were  of  no  extraordinary 
size,  compared  with  the  men  that  lived  in  their  own  times,  ana, 
-moreover,  that  they  were  nothing  more  than  members  of  a  body 
of  buanadha  (boonagha),  or  soldiers,  maintained  by  the  Irian 
1dm  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  their  territories,  and  of  up- 
holding their  authority  therein.  It  is  so'  that  captains  and  sol- 
diers are  at  present  maintained,  by  all  modern  kings,  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  their  rule  and  guarding  their  countries. 

The  members  of  the  Fiann  lived  after  the  following  manner. 
They  were  quartered  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  from  Samhain 
(All  Hallows)  to  Beltani  (May),  and  their  duty  was  to  uphold 
Justice  and  to  put  down  injustice  on  the  part  of  the  kings  and 
lords  of  Ireland,  and  also  to  guard  the  harbors  of  the  country 
from  the  oppression  of  foreign  invaders.  Then,  from  Beltani  to 
Samhain,  they  lived  by  hunting  and  the  chase,  and  by  perform- 
ing the  duties  demanded  of  them  by  the  kings  of  Ireland,  such 
as  preventing  robberies,  exacting  fines  and  tributes,  and  putting 
down  public  enemies,  and  every  other  kind  of  evil  that  might 
afflict  the  country.  For  performing  these  duties  they  received  a 
certain  fixed  pay,  just  as  a  fixed  stipend  is  at  present  given  by 
all  the  kings  in-  Europe,  to  the  captains  and  officers  that  are  em* 
ployed  in  executing  their  commands. 

However,  from  Beltani  till  Samhain,  the  Fiann  had  to  content 
itself  with  game,  the  product  of  its  own  hunting,  as  its  mainte- 
nance and  pay  from  the  kings  of  Ireland.    That  is,  its  warriors 
aacL  the  flesh  of  the  wild  animals  for  their  food,  and  the  skins  for 
*»ges.    During  the  whole  day,  from  the  morning  until  the  night, 
$*>&y  ate  but  one  meal,  of  which  they  were  wont  to  partake  to- 
^a.Ws  evening.     About  noon,  it  was  their  custom  to  send  what- 
er^ar  game  they  had  killed  in  the  morning,  by  their  attendants, 
to  some  appointed  hill,  where  there  should  be  a  convenience  of 
*ood  and  moorland.     There  they  used  to  light  immense  fires, 
"Jjkc>  which  they   put  a  large  quantity  of   round  sandstones. 
l     ^y  n^xt  dug  two  pits  in  the  yellow  clay  of  the  moor,  and, 
^"^ang  set  part  of  the  venison  upon  spits  to  be  roasted  before 

The  tales  here  mentioned,  as  weU  Irish  students.    Until  these  Tales  of 

?^**^J  the  other  documents  relating  to  the  Fiann,  with  the  Ossianic  Poems, 

.  G    ^iann  which  still  remain,  are  now  be  given  to  the  public  in  a  translated 

!?    ^  fair  way  of  being  published  by  form,  nothing  like  a  correct  picture 

?l    ^Dasianic  Society  of  t)ublin.    If  the  can  be  drawn  of  the  state  of  Ireland, 

^5**  Pu°lic,  both  at  home  and  in  Ame-  during  the  days  when  Finn  and  his 

!r^»  will  only  support  that  Society  as  warriors  flourished — days  which  may 

1    Reserves,  our  Fenian  literature  will  be  said  to  constitute  the  heroic  epoch 

fi05^^  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  of  our  history. 


846  THE  HISTOKY  OF  IRELAND. 

the  lire,  they  bound  up  the  remainder  with  sugáns,  in  bundles 
of  sedge,  which  they  placed  to  be  cooked  in  one  of  the  pits  they 
had  previously  dug.  There  they  set  round  them  the  stones 
which  had  been  heated  in  the  fire,  and  kept  heaping  them  upon 
the  bundles  of  meat,  until  they  had  made  them  seethe  freely,  and 
the  meat  had  become  thoroughly  cooked.  From  the  greatness 
of  these  fires,  it  has  resulted  that  their  sites  are  still  to  be  recog- 
nized, in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  by  their  burnt  blackness.  It  is 
they  that  are  commonly  called  "  Fualacta-na-Fiann"  (Foolaghta- 
iia-v?can),  that  is,  the  Cooking-places  or  Kitchens  of  the  Fiann. 

As  to  the  warriors  of  the  Fiann,  when  they  were  assembled  at 
the  place  where  their  fires  had  been  lighted,  they  used  to  gather 
round  the  second  of  those  pits,  of  which  we  have  spoken  abore, 
and  there  every  man  stripped  himself  to  his  skin,  tied  his  tunic 
round  his  waist,  and  then  set  to  dressing  his  hair  and  cleansing 
his  limbs,  thus  ridding  himself  of  the  sweat  and  the  soil  con- 
tracted during  the  day's  hunt-  Then  they  began  to  supple  their 
thews  and  muscles  by  gentle  exercise,  loosening  them  by  fric- 
tion, until  they  had  relieved  themselves  from  all  sense  of  stiffness 
and  fatigue.  When  they  had  accomplished  this,  they  sat  down 
and  ate  their  meal.  That  over,  they  commenced  constructing 
their  "fiann-bhotha"  (fccan-vblia)%  or  hunting  booths,  and  prepar- 
ing their  beds,  and  so  put  themselves  in  train  for  sleep.  Of  the 
following  three  materials,  then,  did  each  man  construct  his  bed, 
namely,  of  the  brushwood  of  the  forest,  of  moss,  and  of  fresh 
rushes.  The  brushwood  was  laid  next  the  ground,  over  it  was 
laid  the  moss,  and  lastly  the  fresh  rushes  were  spread  over  all. 
It  is  these  three  materials  that  are  designated  in  our  old  romances 
as  the  "Tri  Ciiilccdha  na-Fiann"  {Three  quiUcagha  na  veeami), 
that  is,  the  Three  Beddings  of  the  Fiann. 

Campion  tells  us  in  his  Chronicle,  that  Finn,  son  of  Cumhal, 
was  the  same  person  whom  some  authors  have  called  Boanua. 
But  this  assertion  of  his  is  unfounded  in  fact;  for  you  must  un- 
derstand that  his  father  was  Cumhal,  son  of  Trenmor,  the  fourth 
in  descent  from  Nuadath  Nect,  monarch  of  Ireland,  and  that  his 
mother  was  Muirrinn  Mong-caein,  that  is,  Muirrinn  of  beauteous 
hair,  daughter  of  Tadg  (Tcigue),  son  of  Nuadath,  the  druid  of  the 
monarch  Cathaeir  Mor. 

Almha"  (Alva),  of  Lcinster,  was  the  native  inheritance  of 
Tadg,  sou  of  Nuadath.  It  was  from  him  that  Almha  fell  into 
the  possession  of  Finn,  in  right  of  his  mother.    It  was  the  king 

•  Almha,  otherwise  Almhain  (Alwin).  the  poem  called  the  "  Bailli  Onio,"  Le. 

The  site  of  Finns  fortress,  at  this  place,  the  Kage  of  Oisin,  occur  the  IbOovfay 

is  dow  called  the  Hill  of  Allen  in  the  verses,  descriptive  of  Finn's  dwelling  at 

county  of  Kildare.    The  place  is  highly  Almha : 
celebrated  in  the  Ossianic  Poems.    In 
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of  Leinster  that  gave  him  Formaeil  na  bb-Fiaun"  (Fomieel  no 
■wan),  where  Luimnech  Laighen  {Lymnugh  Loycti)  is  now  situ- 
ated. 

Buchanan,  in  his  History  of  Alba  (Scotland),  ha*  called  Finn 
4i  giant,  lulling  us  that  he  was  fifteen  cubits  in  height.  But  that 
statement  is  untrue;  fur  it  is  evident  from  our  mici.-nt  birtQCW 
"books,  that  he  was  of  no  extraordinary  aizo  beyond  the  men  of 
Lis  own  time.  It  ia  also  evident  from  them,  that  there  were  meu 
in  the  FiiUtt  who  were  more  remarkable  for  their  personal  prow* 
*_«s,  their  valor,  and  for  the  size  of  their  bodies  than  he.  The 
TfCfin.  indeed,  why  he  was  made  Jtigh-Feinnedh  (/{<■?•  Faindi), 
or  king  of  the  Fiann,  and  set  over  the  warriors,  was  simply  be- 
cause his  father  and  grandfather"  had  held  that  position  before 
Into.  Another  reason,  also,  why  he  had  been  made  king  of  the 
Fiann,  was  because  he  excelled  his cotemporaries  in  intellect  and 
in  learning,  in  wisdom  and  in  subtlety,  and  in  experience  and 
.hardihood  in  battle-fields.  It  was  for  these  qualities  that  he  was 
made  kiug  of  the  Fiann,  and  not  for  his  personal  prowess,  or  for 
the  great  size  or  strength:  of  his  body. 

In  ordinary  times,  the  host  maintained  as  a  standing  army, 
under  Finn's  command,  amounted  to  three  "  Catha"  (ra/iá),  styled 
tho  Three  "Catha"  of  the  Gnath-Fiann  {Omih-Faann),  or  orth> 

"Ifo*tHjin  ft»  b»ll  of  Fit*  the  pronunciation  of  the  mirtls,  whi«h 

j^?^úmV»'!»'™Z.uZí  «  cit"t,r  -*'1'"  ,)r  Alva- '"'"'"  "'  J/lp"*' 
Wboi»r1n>«»»«t<moil  with  liuimt  yiU.  and  HOBWtJUIM  SBotHll.  But,  nuhicktty 
«iidmlmgiwthiilMiiinmmiMdihon,  Tor  their  imposition,  the  li-llcr  "  *"  6 
n«d«riii>iii*-r  ti„,«,.  m.jiiit  ha-:;  never  found  aspirated  in  Alba,  the 
U4&'2r£»i£nutt.  ™'  name  of Kootumd. citlutr  in  ttu>  fine  or 
,  .  t  j^_  .  .  Irish  ("iiL'iii-.  Tluii-  there  ianodouiií 
ii  ,         -  ■ 

WliQííií^h  princely  l.iiiu-o&r  these,  L'll/cJI'/'C  |i«i-'lhlv  f.J]   (In1  -l]'.;,-,:. 

«4  ronal  f*=h  il^miiif  hmrtti  th-rout  "  Furiaiuil  mi  b-Fimin.     The  trans- 

1  liuodr-4  w.r-lon  of  Ih*  Ftona."  |ator  ^  |]ot   ^^  B0|„  ^,  de'emu,* 

The  fortress  of  Almha  was  at  length  where  this  Fonnaeil  lay,  which  could 

destroyed,  nod  its  buildinga  burned,  by  have  lioeii  granted  to  Finn  by  thu  king 

Guraidh  Mac  Morini,  itik'L  of  (hi-  Fiann  of  leiiatcr.     There  wa*  a  Sliubli  For- 

of  Connauglit.     It*  destruction  forms  maeli,  now  called  Sliabh  O  Fkiiun,  in 

tlejubjeet  uf  din'  of  Odin's  lay*,    r-iiini;  the  enmity  of  lio*.Mumi',ii.      'flier.  ■  was 

traces  of  its   fortifications  still    exist  another  place  of  the  same  nam.*  in  the 

apnn  the  hill  of  Allen.  countv  Tyrone.     Bat  neither  of  those 

The  resemblance  of  this  name.  Almha  wen-  m  Leinster.     The  place  was  most 

or  Almhain,  to  Alba.  the  Gaelic  name  probably  situated  upon  thu   Shannon, 

of  roudern  Scotland,  was  laid  Imld  of  the  lower  part  of  which  was  furmorlf 

their  surreptitious  attempts  to  rob  Ire-  "  Hit  father  and  grandfather.  Both 
land  of  Finn  and  his  heroes.  It  is  true  Cumhal  and  Trenmor  ( Trainm ore)  had 
that  the  aspirated  forms,  mh  and  bh  been  chiefs  of  the  Fiann  before  Finn, 
closely  resemble  each  other  in  power,  It  was  not,  then,  that  chieftain  who  Sn- 
ood that  yf/wfa  or  Almhain  might  be  stituted  the  order,  as  some  have  i» 
written  Albha  or  Albhain,  withoat  cans-  agined- 
lag  anv  very  perceptible  difference  ia 


\ 
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nary  Fiann.  In  each  "  cath,,€8  (cah)  of  these,  there  were  three 
thousand  men.  This  was  the  case  when  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  at  peace  with  one  another ;  but  whenever  hostilities  broke 
out  between  any  of  the  nobles  of  Ireland  and  the  Ard-righ,  or 
whenever  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  forces  to  Alba,  in  order 
to  support  the  Dal-Riada**  against  the  Almhuraigh"  (alvoorih\ 
or  foreigners,  then  there  were  usually  seven  "catha"  placed 
under  the  command  of  Finn — so  that  he  might  have  at  his  dig- 

E)sal  a  force  numerous  enough  to  enable  him  to  afford  aid  to  the 
al-Riada  in  Alba,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  protect  Ireland 
from  either  foreign  or  domestic  oppression. 

Under  Finn,  the  Righ-Feinnedn,  there  were  many  chieftains.11 
There  was  the  cath-mhiledh  (cah-veeleh),  in  command  of  the 
"  cath ;"  the  Kenn-fcdhna  (kenn-faana),  over  each  band  of  a 
hundred  men,  like  the  captains  of  the  present  day;  the  "  taeisech- 
caegad"  (tueesagh-caegad),  or  leader  of  fifty,  and  the  "  taeisech- 
nacnmhar"  (naynoor),  or  leader  of  nine  warriors.  This  arrange 
ment  resembled  that  practiced,  at  the  same  time,  amongst  the 
Koinans;  for,  when  ten  files  or  ten  ranks  were  made  of  the 
hundred  men,  there  was  a  man  whom  they  called  the  "  taeisech- 
naenmhar,"  set  at  the  head  of  each  rank.  Ilence,  when  we  read 
in  the  histories  of  Ireland,  or  in  our  old  romances,  of  any  warrior 
of  the  Fiann,  who  is  there  styled  "fercomhlainnced"  (Jercohlirm 
caid),  that  is,  a  match  for  a  hundred  in  battle,  or  of  one  styled  a 
match  for  fifty,  or  for  nine,  or  any  other  such  term,  we  must  not 
understand  therefrom  that  such  man  was,  in  his  own  proper 
son,  able  to  repel  the  attacks  of  either  one  hundred,  or  of 
or  of  nine  armed  men ;  we  must  merely  understand,  that 

m  Cath,  plural  catha,  is  usually  trans-  stood  the  Romans,  and,  perhaps,  tkt 

lated  battailion.     That  term  is,  how-  Teutonic  hordes.    The  presence  of  the 

ever,  likely  to  lead  to  misconception  as  Fiann  in  Scotland  must  have  been  fro» 

to  the  effective  force  of  the  cath.    Le-  quent,  for  their  names  are  scarce!; 

prion  would  have  given  a  better  idea  of  wedded  to  the  Highlands  of  Alba 

the  body  of  warriors  composing  it  to  those  of  Ireland. 

•  Dal-Rnuia.    The  first  permanent  n  Chieftains,  i.  e.  officers, 

colony  of  the  Scots  (i.  e.  Gaels),  under  officers  are  somewhat  diffidently  styM 

Garbri  RiaiU,  the  son  of  Conari  II,  by  and   arranged    by  other   authorraea, 

the  daughter  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  namely,  1st,  the  ttigh  Fcneidh.  in  n- 

Battles,  hud  been  already,  for  some  preme  command  ;   2d,  the   Tacjseek 

time,  seated  in  that  part  of  modern  Catha  (Tueesha%h  Caha),  or  command- 

Scotland     now     called    Argyleshirc,  cr  of  a  cath  ;  3rd,  the  Fer-eomUam» 

"  which,  taking  the  name  of  its  prince-  mhile  (Fer^ohlann-vedeh),  or  command- 

ly  founder,  grew  up,  in  course  of  time,  cr  of  a  thousand ;  4th,  the  Fer-comb- 

into  the  kingdom  of  Dalriada  ;  and  lann-chcd,  or  leader  of  a  hundred :  5th, 

finally,  on  the  destruction  of  the  Picts  the  Fcr-comhlanu-cacgad.  or  leader  of 

by  Kenneth  Mac  Alpine,  became  the  fifty  ;    and    6th,    the    Fcr-comhlain> 

lungdom  of  all  Scotland." — Moore.  naenmhar,  or  loader  of  nine. 

"  Almhuraigh.    By  these  are  under- 
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ao  styled  waa,  with  the  bud  under  hit  immediate  com* 
a  matoh  fcy  another  warrior  of  like  imnk,  commanding  a» 
«pial  number  of  men. 

The  GflOA*  (puM),  le.ihe  sacred  injunction*  of  the  Fiam. 

Here  were  four  injunctions  laid  upon  every  person  admitted 
into  the  order  of  the  Fiann: 

The  first  injunction  was,  never  to  receive  a  portion  with  a  wife, 
tt  to  choose  ner  for  good  manners  and  virtues ; 
The  second  was,  never  to  offer  violence  to  any  woman. 
The  third  was,  never  to  give  a  reftasal  to  any  mortal,  for  any* 
-fchibg  of  which  one  was  possessed; 

_  The  fourth  was,  that  no  single  warrior  of  them  should  ever 
before  nine  champions. 


JSere  follow  the  conditions,  attached  by  Finn  to  the  "  Oradha 
Gaisgi"  (grawa  gashkie);  or  Degrees  in  Chivalry,  which  each 
taarrior  was  obliged  to  receive,  previous  to  Jus  admission  into 
tihe  Order  of  ike  Ffann. 

The  first  condition*  No  man  could  be  admitted  into  the  Fiann, 
at  the  Mordhail  of  Uianech,  the  Aenach  of  Talti,  or  at  the 
B*eia  of  Temhair.  until  both  his  father  and  mother,  his  tribe  and 
hi»  relatives,  had  first  given  guaranties  that  they  should  never 
Jke  any  charge  against  any  person  for  bis  death.  This  was  in 
that  the  duty  of  avenging  his  own  blood  should  rest  with 
man,  other  than  himself;  and  in  order  that  his  friends  should 
ye  nothing  to  claim  with  respect  to  him,  however  great  the 
«vile  inflicted,  upon  him. 

The  second  condition.  No  man  could  be  admitted  into  the 
ÍWrm,  until  he  had  become  a  bard,  and  had  mastered  the  Twelve 
Books  of  Poesy  * 

The  third  condition.75    No  man  could  be  admitted  into  the 

^*"  Gm,    These  appear  to  have  been  the  twelve  rules  for  bardic  compoei- 

2?  fS^teral  vows  of  chivalry  by  which  tion. 

•a  members  of  the  order  were  bound.  n  Third  Condition.    The  reason  for 

j*     addition   to    them,  each    warrior  this  trial  was  to  make  sure,  that  the 

***     wme  particular  "geis"    (fpiesh),  claimant  for  admission  wa9  competent 

?[,rowi  by  which  he  was  individually  to  fill  the  post  of  Fer-comhlann-naen- 

^ÍJJ**^.  mhar,  or  officer  placed  at  the  head  of 

*.       first  Condition.     The  object  of  a  file  of  nine  men,  in  which  position  he 

^*     condition  was  designed  to  over-  was  expected  to  ward  off,  from  his  files- 

those    hereditary  feuds,  which  men,  the  javelins  of  an  equal  file  of  at- 

the  cause  of  so  much  bloodshed  tacking  enemies.    The  conditions  that 

ÍP****gst  the  Gaels,  and  to  substitute  follow  were  designed  to  insure  swiftness 

Jr^^bligai  ions  of  discipline  for  the  ties  and  lightness  of  foot,  steadiness  of  hand, 

^J^indred.  exactitude  of  personal  adjustment,  agi- 

Tvfdve  Booh  of  Poesy.    Perhaps  lity  and  obedience  to  orders. 
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Fiann,  until  a  pit  or  trench,  deep  enough  to  reach  to  his  kneesi 
had  been  dug  in  the  earth,  and  he  had  been  placed  therein,  armed 
with  his  shield,  and  holding  in  his  hand  a  hazel  staff,  of  the 
length  of  a  warrior's  arm.  Nine  warriors,  armed  with  nine 
javelins,  were  then  set  opposite  him,  at  the  distance  of  nine 
ridges ;  these  had  to  cast  their  nine  weapons  at  him,  all  at  onoe, 
and  then,  if  he  chanced  to  receive  a  single  wound,  in  spite  of 
his  shield  and  staff,  he  was  not  admitted  into  the  order. 

The  fourth  condition.  No  man  was  admitted  into  the  Fiann, 
until — having  had  his  hair  previously  plaited — he  had  been  made 
to  run  through  a  thick  wood,  where,  having  given  him  but  the 
odds  of  a  single  tree,  placed  between  him  and  them,  all  the  men 
of  the  Fiann  started  off  at  once  in  his  pursuit*  with  full  intent  of 
wounding  him.  In  this  trial,  they  gave  him  but  the  odds  or  ad* 
vantage  of  one  tree,  and  if  they  came  up  to  him  they  wounded 
him,  and  he  was  refused  admission  into  the  Fiann. 

The  fifth  condition.  No  man  was  admitted  into  the  Fiann, 
whose  arms  trembled  in  his  hands. 

The  sixth  condition.  No  man  was  admitted  into  the  Fiann, 
if  a  single  braid  of  his  hair  had  been  loosened  out  of  its  plait  toy 
the  branches  of  the  trees  (as  he  ran  through  the  wood). 

The  seventh  condition.  No  man  was  admitted  into  the  Fiann, 
whose  footstep  had  broken  a  single  withered  branch  in  his 
course. 

The  eighth  condition.  No  man  was  admitted  into  the  Fiann, 
unless  he  could  jump  over  a  branch  of  a  tree  as  high  as  his  fine* 
head,  and  could  stoop  under  one  as  low  as  his  knee,  through  the 
agility  of  his  body. 

The  ninth  condition.  No  man  could  be  admitted  into  the 
Fiann,  unless  he  could  pluck  a  thorn  out  of  his  heel,  with  his 


hand,  without  stopping  in  his  course. 
The  tenth  condition.     Nc 


No  man  could  be  admitted  into  the 
order,  until  he  had  first  sworn  fidelity  and  homage  to  the  Sigh* 

feinnedh. 

KiarnaiC* — Cormac  builds  his  first  mill — The  sages,  FitkU  ami 

FÍoLÍthri, 

It  happened,  while  Cormac,  son  of  Art,  was  sovereign  of  Ire- 
land, that  some  nobles  of  Uladh  made  a  plundering  expedition 
along  the  coasts  of  Alba,  in  which  they  fell  in  with  Kiarnait 
{Kecrnitf),  daughter  of  the  king  of  the  Cruthnigh  (Picts),  and 
carried  her  off  with  them,  over  the  sea,  in  captivity.    But 


n  Kiarnait.    Some  Irish  antiquaries    dation,  or  Kiarnait  could 
reject  the  utory  of  this  lady  altogether,    become  bo  celebrated  as  she  %  in 
It  must,  however,  hare  had  some  fban-   song,  as  a  paragon  of  beaatj. 
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^Jormac  heard  the  fame  of  the  beauty  of  Kiarnait,  he  made  a 

public  demand  of  her  from  the  adventurers  of  Uladh.     She  snr- 

jossed  all  the  women  of  her  day  in  beauty,  and  for  that  reason 

^ormac   loved   her  exceedingly.      But   when   Eihni   Ollamda, 

■«laughter  of  Dunlaing,  who  was  Cormac'a  lawful  wife,  had  heard 

"*W  Kiarnait  was  in  that  king's  possession,  she  detennined  that 

3ie  should  not  have  both  herself  and  his  paramour  at  the  same 

*n».     She  then  forced  him  to  deliver  up  to  her  own  keeping  the 

•captive  Kiarnait,  of  whom  she  made  a  slave,  in  which  condition 

**ae  was  compelled  to  griud,  with  a  quern,"  nine  pecks,  or  nine 

^saánu*  of  corn  each  day.     Not  with  standing  this  bondage,  Cor- 

"iac contrived  to  meet  his  mistress  in  secret,  and  she  soon  becamo 

£  regnant  When  in  this  condition,  she  could  no  longer  perform 
Br  appointed  task  at  the  quern.  She,  therefore,  went  privately 
*o  ler  lover,  and  told  him  of  the  state  in  which  she  was.  Upon 
adoring  it,  Cormac  sent  to  Alba  for  handicrafts-men,  to  construct 
«*«~ri  a  mill,  and  they  did  build  him  a  mill ;  aud  thus  was  Kiar- 
*J»-»t  released  from  the  drudgery  to  which  she  had  been  con- 
**^«3ined  by  Ethni.  It  was  upon  this  subject  that  the  bard  com- 
Pc>sed  the  following  verses : 

"  Kiamait,  otij Lived  liy  1  'or mac's  queen, 
One  bnudr.-J  men  to  feed  from  quern. 
Nine  kearns  of  corn  each  day  should  grind  ; 
Too  rude  a  toil  for  her  soft  hands  I 

Then  Dime  to  her  the  iu.hle  king, 
By  stealth  into  her  lonely  chamber. 
And  noon  the  lady  lair  conceived, 
And  could  no  longer  work  at  qucrninjr. 

Conn's  grandson  then,  with  pity  smote, 
Brought  millwrights  from  beyond  the  sea." 
Thus  great  Mac  Airt  built  his  first  mill, 
To  save  from  toil  his  beauteous  slave." 

"  Quern.    The  use  of  this  most  an-  ence,  into  which  was  inserted  a  perpea- 

cieut  implement  is  scarcely  yet  obsc-  dicnlar  handle,  whereby  the  machine 

fete  in  some  of  the  rural  districts  of  was  worked.     It  was  usually  turned 

Ireland.     Some  eighty  or  one  hundred  by  two  persons,  sitting  opposite  each 

years  since,  its  employment  was  nearly  other,  and  both  holding  the  handle  at 

universal  amongst  the  agricultural  pop-  the  same  time.    The  quern  was  usually 

ulation  of  that  country.    It  was  a  ape-  from  two  to  three  feet  in  diameter.    Its 

cies  of  hand-mill,  composed  of  a  shallow,  Irish  numo  is  brB,  gea.  brdn.     Itsintro- 

eircnlar  trough  of  stone,  with  a  pivot  dnction  into  Ireland  dates  from  the  re- 

of  hard  wood  in  the  centre,  upon  which  molest  antiquity. 

was  poised  the  miniatnre  mill-etono —  "  Kearta.     This  measure  Is  SOnrS- 

ttttrag    loosely,   bat  evenly,   into  the  times  translated  quarter.     Some  deem 

trough.      la    the   upper    stone   were  that  it  received    its    name   from  its 

worked  two  boles;  one,  in  its  centre,  squared  form,  as  if  "Cetharn"  {Ki- 

tbr  supplying  the  quern  with  com;  and  ham)  from  "  Cethair  "  (JESAlrt. 

another,  more  towards  its  circrnnter-  ■  Millwright*  from  beyond  tot  a». 
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It  was  also  in  the  time  of  Cormac  that  the  sage,  Fithil  (FVM^ 
lived.  It  was  he  that  was  Ard-brethemh  (Ard-brehav),  or  chief- 
brehon  to  that  sovereign.  When  Fithil80  was  on  the  point  of 
death,  he  sent  for  his  son,  who  was  called  Flaithri  (FlaJireeY  and 
this  Flaithri,  also,  was  a  wise  and  a  learned  man.  To  this  son 
Fithil  gave  his  blessing,  and,  at  the  same  time,  warned  him  to 
avoid  three  things  most  carefully — telling  him  that  he  would 
find  it  to  his  advantage  to  abide  by  his  dying  advice.  These 
were :  Never  to  undertake  the  education  or  fosterage  of  a  king's 
son  ;  Never  to  entrust  any  secret,  in  which  there  was  any  dan- 
ger, to  his  wife ;  Never  to  elevate  the  son  of  a  serf  to  a  high 
position ;  And  never  to  give  his  purse,  or  his  treasure,  into  tee 
safe-keeping  of  his  sister. 

But  as  soon  as  Fithil  had  died,  Flaithri  determined  to  test  the 
wisdom  of  these  three  counsels.  In  order  to  moke  trial  of  them, 
he  first  received  a  son  of  Cormac  Mac  Airt  as  his  foster-son,  soon 
after  which  he  took  the  child  with  him  into  a  forest,  where  he 
gave  him  into  the  care  of  one  of  his  own  swine-herds,  that  dwelt 
within  the  depths  of  the  wilderness,  and  he  commanded  this  herd 
to  conceal  the  boy  carefully,  until  he  should  receive  a  certain 
particular  token  from  himself.  Thence  he  returned  home  to  his 
own  dwelling,  and  when  there  he  counterfeited  the  appearanoe 
of  being  oppressed  by  great  anxiety  and  grief  Upon  this>  his 
wife  demanded  the  cause  of  his  anxiety,  and  he  answered  that 
it  was  no  light  one.  Then,  when  she  saw  that  he  continued  to 
be  weighed  down  by  sorrow,  she  began  to  tease  him  incessantly, 
by  obstinately  demanding,  what  it  was  that  caused  his  trouble  of 
mind,  lie  at  length  consented  to  reveal  the  cause  of  his  sorrow 
to  her,  if  she  would  only  promise  to  keep  the  matter  entirely 
secret.  Upon  this  she  solemnly  swore  to  conceal  whatever  he 
might  relate  to  her  as  his  secret.  "  Then,"  said  he,  "  I  am  ren* 
dercd  unhappy  by  reason  of  an  unfortunate  treason  that  I  have 
committed,  fur  I  Lave  slain  my  foster-son,  the  son  of  the  king." 
Upon  hearing  this,  his  wife  screamed  loudly  and  called  upon  the 


It  is  a  disputed  question,  whether  the  •  Fithil  and  Flaithri. — "  These 
Irish  wen'  acquainted  with  the  use  of  successively  Cormoc's  supreme  judges ; 
the  mill  before  the  reign  of  Cormac  the  former  of  whom  was  his  instructor 
Ul-fada.  Its  use  must,  however,  have  from  youth  to  maturity ;  and  the  ne> 
becn  fainiliar  in  South  Britain  in  his  itcd  celebrity  of  the  pupil  reflecte  a 
day ;  for  the  Romans  had  been  then,  for  a  splendor  of  tome  on  the  great  end  re- 
considerable  time,  masters  of  that  coun-  spcctable  capacity  of  the  master.  Bet 
try.  Cormac  may  have  went  to  Britain  both  Fithil  and  Flaithri  have  left  men- 
tor mechani's  to  construct  a  mill  for  uments  of  their  own  to  perpetuate  their 
him.  at  the  suggi^tion  of  his  foreign  memory,  some  of  which  have  endurei 
paramour,  who  had  seen  them  in  her  through  many  a  miserable  national  ti» 
own  nation,  and  thus  given  origin  to  the  ciasitude,  to  this  day." — !~~ 
legend  above  recounted.  of  th$  QadU  Socidy. 
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folk  of  the  house  to  bind  up  the  parricide,  for  he  had  killed  the 
_youug  prince.  Flaithri  had,  also,  previously  elevated  to  a  high, 
position  the  son  of  one  of  his  own  herdsmen,  so  that  this  person 
bad  now  become  a  rich  man.  He  had  likewise,  shortly  after  his 
father's  death,  given  a  portion  of  his  treasure  to  be  kept  for  him 
by  his  sister ;  so  that  not  one  of  the  four  things,  against  which 
lus  father  had  warned  him,  might  pass  without  its  trial. 

Now,  when  the  herdsman's  son  found  bis  benefactor  in  bonds, 
there  was  no  one  found  who  was  severer  against  him  than  ho, 
because  by  this  he  hoped  to  receive  some  of  the  inheritance  of 
flaithri  from  the  king,  who  was  determined  upon  his  death. 
-Finding  himself  in  this  difficulty,  the  sage  sent  a  message  to  Ids 
sister,  demanding  of  her  to  send  him  whatever  treasure  lie  had 
entrusted  to  her,  in  order  that  he  might  therewith  make  friends 
£br  himself  around  the  person  of  the  king.     But  when  his  mes- 
senger reached  bis  irirtnr,  BOB  denied  that  she  had  ever  received 
*My  such  treasure  from  him.     When  this  news  came  to  Flaithri, 
who  was  now  on  the  point  of  being  led  to  execution,  he  demanded 
to  be  led  before  the  king,  in  order  that  he  might  communicate  to 
him  an  important  secret.     When  brought  before  the  king,  he 
foid  his  sovereign  that  the  young  prince  was  safe  and  well,  tell- 
ing   him,  at  the  same  time,  to  hold  himself  in  bonds  until  his 
fr»sfc«r-son  should  be  brought  into  his  presence.     Messengers  were 
then  immediately  sent  for  the  child,  and  when  be  bad  come,  from 
the   swine-herd,  who  had  hud  him  in  safe  guardianship,  and  saw 
his   foster-father  still  in  bonds,  he  cried  loudly,  and  kept  weeping 
ev-er,  until  Flaithri  was  set  at  liberty. 

The  king  then  privately  demanded  of  the  sage,  why  he  had 

allowed  himself  to  be  reduced  to  such  an  extremity.     "In  order 

that  I  might  test  the  truth  of  four  counsels  given  me  by  my 

fe.ther,"  said  Flaithri.     "  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  prudent  for 

?f*y  person  to  take  upon  himself  the  rearing  of  a  king's  son,  lest 

«e  niay  be  guilty  of  any  negligence  towards  his  charge,  whence 

**?,S'lit  result  the  injury  or  destruction  of  the  foster-ehUd,  and  the 

Placing  of  the  life  or  death  of  the  foster-father  at  the  absolute 

!?Poaal  of  the  king.     Secondly,  it  is  not  according  to  the  laws 

<»      Mature  that  any  of  the  general  run  of  women  could  keep  a 

g^^STerous  secret;  therefore,  it  is  not  prudent  to  entrust  any  such 

rneret  to  one'3       e'     ^*16  tnW  ««msel  which  my  father  gave 

a  a^**1»»,  never  to  elevate  to  high:  position  and  wealth  the  son  of 

son*^*  or  a  Peraotl  °f  'ow  deg™6!  **or  *'  ^3  *^e  wont  of  such  per- 

m    a    to  be  ungrateful  for  kindnesses  they  have  received,  and 

^. '^Over,  they  feel  sore  that  the  knowledge  of  the  meanness 

riesGriCe  tQeT  na^  8Primg.  should  be  possessed  by  those  that  have 

vo*ed  them.   Good,  also,  was  the  fourth  counsel  which  my  father 

*^v°  me,  namely,  never  to  give  any  treasure  into  the  safe-keeping 

23 
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With  minstrel  sweet  to  strike  the  chord, 
All  rightful  Fenian  kings'9  maintain. 

i 

A  learned  leech  fills  the  fourth  place, 
With  skill  to  heal  the  body's  ills ; 
Three  stewards  close  the  honored  band, 
Which  now  I've  named  to  Eri's  hosts. 

The  king  who  holds  not  to  this  law 
Shall  fill  no  place  on  regal  roll ; 
Nor  e'er  shall  dwell  in  Temhair's  halls, 
A  king  maintaining  not  these  Tkn." 

King  Cbrmac's  religion** — His  resignation — Renunciation  of  Druid- 

ism — His  Death  and  Burial 

In  consequence  of  the  righteousness  of  the  deeds,  judgment^ 
and  laws  of  Cormac,  it  resulted  that  God  granted  to  him  the  light 
of  the  Faith,  seven  years  before  his  death.     For  this  reason  did 

*  Fenian  hnjrs,  that  is,  a  king  ac-  provincial  kings  from  their  subjects, 
cording  to  the  Féinechas  (Fainaghas),  from  the  noble  to  the  subaltern,  in  it, 
L  e.  the  Constitutional  law  of  the  also,  were  described  the  boundaries  and 
Gaels,  which  was  so  called,  either  from  meares  of  Ireland,  from  shore  to  shore, 
the  Brehon  Laws  having  been  com-  from  the  province  (fifth)  to  the  cantred 
posed  in  the  Bérla  Féni,  or  from  the  (tnaith),  from  the  cantred  to  the  town- 
word  Feni  itself,  which,  as  we  have  land  (bailé),  and  from  the  townland  to 
heretofore  seen,  was  the  most  ancient  the  traighidh  (trcyeh)  of  land.  Then 
tribe-name  of  the  Gaelic  or  Gaedalic  things  are  evident  in  the  Leabhar  na 
race.  h-Uidhre  ;    they  are  evident   in  the 

u  It  was  Cormac  who  composed  the  Leabhar  Dinnsenchas  (both  extant)." 

Tegasg-ua-Righ,  to  preserve  manners,  — Fiur  Masters. 

morals  and  government  in  the  king-  w  Cormac's  religion.    Mr.  Moore,  in 

dom.      He  was  a   famous  author  in  his  History  of  Ireland,  has  made  the 

laws,  synchronisms  and  history:  for  it  following  rather  skeptical  remarks  upon 

was  he  that  established  law,  rule  and  the  subject  of  this  royal  sage  s  convcr- 

direction  for  each  science,  and  for  each  sion  to  the  Christian  Faith.     They  are 

covenant  according  to  propriety ;  and  here  quoted,  for  the  well-merited  trib- 

it  is  his  laws  that  have  governed  all  ute  thereafter  paid  to  his  love  of  jnst- 

that  adhered  to  them  to  the  present  ice:  "That  this  prince  was  enlightened 

time.  enough  to  reject  the  superstitions  of 

"  It  was  this  Cormac,  son  of  Art,  also,  the  druids,  and  that,  in  consequence  of 

that  collected  the  chroniclers  of  Ireland  his  free  thinking  on  such  subjects,  he 

to  Temhair,  and  ordered  them  to  write  •  had  that  powerful  body  opposed  to  him 
the  chronicles  of  Ireland  in  one  boajyElhroughout  the  whole  of  his  reign, 
which  was  named  the  Psalter  of  T^^^feere  can  be  little  doubt ;  but  whether 
hair.  In  that  book  were  entered^^BK  substituted  any  purer  form  of  faith, 
coeval   exploits  and  synchronismHj^^Tor  that  which  he  had  repudiated,  is  a 

the  kings  of  Ireland,  with  the  kings  point  not  so  easily  ascertained.     A  cir- 

and  emperors  of  the  world,  and  of  the  cumstance  recorded  of  him,  however, 

kings  of  the  provinces  with  the  mon-  shows  how  vigorously  he  could  repress 

archs  of  Ireland.     In  it  was  also  writ-  intolerance  and  cruelty,  even  when  di- 

ten  what  the  monarchs  of  Ireland  were  rccted  against  a  body  of  religionists  to 

entitled  to  receive  from  the  provincial  whom  he  was  himself  opposed.  Amongst 

kings,  and  the  rents  and  dues  of  the  the  ancient  institutions  of  Tara,  was  a 
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he  refuse  to  adore  gods  made  with  hands,  and  began,  thencefc 
to  pay  homage  to  the  True  God.  Hence,  he  is  said  to  have  I 
the  third  man  that  hvld  the  Faith  in  Ireland,  previous  to 
arrival  of  Saint  Patrick.  The  first  of  these  was  Concobar  '. 
Ncsa,  who  believed  upon  hearing  of  Christ's  Passion  from 
druid,  Bacrach ;  the  second  was  Morann  Mac  Maein ;  and 
king,  Cormac  Mac  Airt,  was  the  third. 

Oormac's  ordinary  place  of  abode  was  at  Temhair,  after 
linage  of  the  kings,  his  predecessors  Ilere  he  continue! 
dwvll  until,  as  heretofore  told,  his  eye  had  been  destroyed 
Aengus  Gaui-buailtech.  Thenceforward  he  resided  at  Achai 
the  House  of  Cleitcch,  or  at  Kenannus.  For  it  was  not  deei 
either  honorable  or  auspicious,  by  the  nobles  of  Ireland,  that 
king,  who  had  been  disfigured  by  a  personal  blemish,81  sh< 
dwell  at  Temhair.    For  this  reason  did  Cormac  resign  the  k 

sort  of  College  of  Sacred  Virgins,  whose  for  he  said  he  would  not  adore  it 

vocation  it  appears  to  have  been,  like  or  trees,  bat  that  he  would  adore 

the  Dryads  or  ibrtuue- tellers  among  the  who  made  them,  and  who  had  p 

Gaels,  to  divine  the  future,  for  the  in-  over  all  the  elements,  i.  e.  the 

diligence  of  the  superstitious  or  the  Powerful  God,  who  created  the 

credulous.    In  one  of  those  incursions,  ments ;  in  him  he  would  believe 

of  which  the  territory  of  the  monarch  he  was  the  third  person  who  hac 

was  so  often  the  object,  the  place  where  lieved,  in  Erin,  before  the  arrivi 

those  holy  Drui desert  resided,  and  which  St.  Patrick.      Concobar  Mao  1 

bore  the  name  of  the  '  Retreat  until  to  whom  Altus  had  told  concei 

Death/  wa*  attacked  by  the  king  of  the  Crucifixiou  of  Christ,  was  the  1 

Lcinstcr,  and  the  whole  of  the  sacred  Morann,  son  of  Carbri  Cinncait,  j 

inmates,  together  with  their  handmaid*,  was  surnamed  Mac  Maein,) 

most  inhumanly  massacred.    This  bru-  second  person  ;  and  Cormac 


tal  sacrilege  the  monarch  punished  by  third ;  and  it  is  possible  that  Oi 
putting  twelve  of  the  Laponian  chief-  followed  on  their  track,  in  this  be 
tains  most  concerned  in  it,  to  death  ;  — Senchas  na  Relcc,  i.  c  History  <y 
and  exacting  rigorous!/  the  Boarian  Cemeteries. 
tribute,  from  the  province  to  which  M  A  personal  blemish,  u  ^? 
they  belonged."  Cormac  held  his  court  was  at  Tki 

The  direct  testimony  of  the  ancient  imitation  of  the  kings  who  prec 
historians  of  Ireland,  in  relation  to  Cor-  him,  until  his  eye  was  destroy» 
mac's  conversion,  is  much  more  author-  Engns  Gaibhuaiphncch,  but  he  i 
ity  than  the  m.»re  conjectures  of  Mr.  wards  resided  at  Achail  (the  Ml 
Moore.  An  ancient  tract,  in  the  Leab-m  .which  tho  shrine  of  St  CoJonld] 
har  na  h-Uulhret  a  work  compiled  ia^u'this  day),  and  at  Ccnannns  (K 
the  twelfth  century,  which  is  quo^^HÉjd  at  tho  house  of  Clctech ;  for  il 
by  Dr.  I'etric,  fin  his  Round  TowcJ^^^kawful  that  a  king,  with  a  pen 
p.  99,)  speak*  thus  upon  this  subject^^^nish, should  reside  at  Tara.  Ii 
"  Erin  was  prosperous  during  his  time,  iffiond  year  after  the  injuring  el 
an  J  jnat  judgments  were  distributed  eye.  he  came  by  his  death  at  the  I 
throughout  it  Uy  him  ;  so  tha*  no  ouc  of  Cletcch,  the  bone  of  a  salmon  hi 
durst  attempt  to  wound  a  man  in  Ire-  stuck  in  his  throat  And  he  tok 
land  during  the  short  jubilee  of  seven  people  not  to  bury  him  at  Brush 
years ;  for  C  or  mac  had  the  faith  of  the  cause  it  was  a  ccmetcrr  of  idow 
oue  true  God,  according  to  the  law ;    for  he  did  not  worship  toe  aame  gi 
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dotn  to  his  son,  Carbri  Linear,  to  whom  he  also  gave  ap  the  pos- 
session of  Temhair,  retiring  himself  to  ihe  royal  bouses  of  Cloi- 
tech  and  of  Aehail,  both  not  far  from  the  royal  capital.  It  was 
in  these  that  he  composed  his  Tegasg  High,  or  Regal  Institutes, 
designed,  as  already  told,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  kings  how- 
it  was  right  that  they  should  act  and  comport  themselves.  From 
the  time  that  Cormac  gave  up  the  sovereignty,  he  never,  thence- 
forward, worshipped  any  bat  the  True  Heavenly  God. 

Upon  a  certain  day,  while  Cormac  was  residing  in  the  House 
ofClcitccb,  the  druids  set  about  the  adoration  of  the  Golden  Calf 
in  hia  presence,  and  the  whole  of  those  there  assembled  joined  in 
the  same  worship,  in  imitation  of  their  priest     The  tlruid,  Macil- 
glienn,  then  demanded  of  Currnac  why  it  was  that  be  did  not 
adore  the  Golden  Calf  and  their  other  gods,  like  every  other  per- 
son.    "I,"  said  Cormac,  "  will  offer  no  adoration  to  any  stock  or 
image,  shaped  by  my  own  mechanic.     It  were  more  rations]  to 
offer  adoration  to  the  mechanic  himself,  for  he  is  more  worthy 
than  the  work  of  his  hands."     The  druid  then  excited  the  Golden 
Calf,  so  that  it  bounded  into  their  presence     "  Hast  thou  seen 
that,  Cormac?"  t^aid  Maeilghenn.     "  Whatever  I  may  see,"  re- 

Slied  Cormac,  "  I  will  make  no  adoration  to  aught,  save  to  the 
ocl  of  Heaven,  of  Earth,  and  of  Hell." 
Soon  after,  a  meal  was  prepared  for  the  king,  and  lie  began  to 
eat  of  a  salmon  from  the  Boinn.  Thercnpou  the  demons  of  the 
air  came  and  attacked  him,  at  the  instigation  of  Msioilghcnn,  the 
druid,  and  by  them  the  king  was  slain.81  Other  MNHM  say  that 
lie  was  killed  by  a  bone  of  a  salmon,  that  had  stuck  in  his  throat 
**<*  choked  him ;  but  be  was  engaged  in  eating  of  that  fish  when 
»»e  demons  had  attacked  him. 

"hen  lie  found  the  symptoms  of  death  upon  him,  he  com- 
i^nded  his  relations  not  to  bury  his  body  at  Brugh,  on  the 
''"ion,  where  several  of  the  preceding  kings  of  Temhair  were 

£*°T  ttose  Interred  at  Brugh ;  but  to  death  thus;  "A.  D.  266.    Fortywwi 

IgfC  him  at  Bos-oa-BJgh,  with  his  luce  was  Cormac  in  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 

j^  ^6  east    He  afterwards  died,  and  land  when  he  died  at  Cleitech,  the  bom 

r_^rvaiita  of  trust  held  a  council  and  of  a  salmon  sticking  in  his  throat,  on 

pT***e«j  to  bury  him  at  Brugh,  the  accoont  of  the  Siabhradh  (genii)  which 

"**>  Where  the  kings  of  Tara,  Lis  pre-  Maeilghcnn,  the  druid,  incited  at  him, 

s*»ra,  were  buried.    The  body  of,  after  Cormac  had  tnnied  against  them, 


.-^-'m,    v/v-LV  uurieu.      &dc  uudy  OL    after  0 

^"lir  was  then  thrice  raised  to  be-  on  account  of  his  ador 

-  ■    "   ■  '   ■    ' «■$  God,  ir  — •■  ■     -  '■ 


dj.  -    ''g  was  inen  inrice  raisea  ui  occ   on  account  01  ms  aoorauon  01  int  iruu 
iO^JMtoBro(fh,botthcBoyne8weIK|  God,  in  preference  to  them.    Where- 


Bp  fV**  to  BrogrijDairtncBoyDesweiw^  uoa,  m  preierenco  to  mem.     w 

fc    íí*r'ce  so  that  they  could  not  mate ;  fore  a  devil  attacked  him,  at  the  ..»«- 

Utríf1*'  tiey  observed  that  it  wag  vlo-  gation  of  the  drnids,  and  gave  him  a 

Ui^?S    the  judgment  of  a  prince,  to  painful  death."— The  trick  by  which 

íft^*  through  his  testament ;  and  they  the  druids  turned  the  king's  accidental 

HjS"**erds  dug  h'a  Snve  at  Ros-na-  death  to  their  own  advantage,  needs  no 

1§^  «she  himself  had  ordered." — Id.  comment. — Ed. 
"Flit  Four  Hiuteri  record  Comae's 
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laid.  And  then  (when,  contrary  to  his  injunctions),  the  host  was 
bearing  him  thither,  the  demons  thrice  opposad  the  progress  of 
the  funeral,  by  raising  an  immense  flood  before  it,  in  the  river; 
for  these  soirits  did  not  wish  to  allow  his  body  into  an  idolatrous 
cemetery,  oy  reason  of  his  having  believed  in  the  True  God. 
But  thc'fourth  time,  the  men  that  carried  the  body  entered  with 
it  into  the  swollen  stream ;  but  there  the  current  of  the  Boinn 
swept  off  their  burden,  and  bore  it  along  to  Kos-na«Righ.  There 
the  corpse  was  separated  from  the  fuad,  or  bier,  and  thence  the 
ford  of  Ath-fuaid  (Awh-fooid),  the  ford  of  the  bier,  on  the  Boinn, 
has  had  its  name.  It  was  retained  at  that  place,  and  a  grave 
was  made  for  it,  and  it  was  buried  at  Bos-na-Righ." 

In  the  course  of  long  ages  after  this,  St.  Columkille?1  visited 
Ros-na-Righ,  and,  discovering  there  the  head  of  KingCormac,  he 
buried  it  anew ;  and  the  saint  remained  upon  the  spot  until  he 
had  said  thirty  masses  over  it  and  upon  that  spot  was  built  a 
Christian  church,  which  remains  to  the  present  day. 

Ancient  Cemeteries  of  the  Irish  Kings. 

Formerly,  in  Pagan  times  there  were  two  "  primh-roilig"  • 
(precve-relig)  or  chief  cemeteries  in  Ireland,  and  in  them  the 
greater  number  of  the  ancient  monarchs  of  Ireland  were  buried. 
These  wereBrugh,  on  the  Boinn,  and  Roilig-na-righ  (rellig-na-rce), 
near  Cruachain***  (crooyhin).    It  is  evident,  from  the  fact  just  nar- 

M  RoMia-Rifrh,  now  Rossnaree,  situ-  mainder  of  the  Seochaa  na  Refee  is 

atcd  on  tho  river  Boyne,  Dear  the  vil-  here  given  down,  slightly  abridged  froai 

lage  of  Slanc,  in  the  county  of  East  the  translation  jjiven  in  the  learned 

Meath.  work  of  Dr.  Fetric : — "  These  were  the 

"  St.  Columkille  was  a  lineal  descend-  chief  cemeteries  of  Eri,  before  the  Faith, 

ant  of  the  monarch  Cormac.  viz :  Cruacha,  Bruph,  Talti, 

M  Two  vrimh-roiliff.     In  the  Sen-  Ailbi,  Aenach  Ailbi,  Aenach  Culi, 

chas  na  Relet  from  which  extracts  have  nach  Colmain  and  Temhair  Erann. 
already  been  made,  there  are    eight         Aenach  Cruaehan.  In  the  first  plec* 

placesenumerated,  as  the  chief  cemete-  it  was  there  the  race  of  Erimhon,  i.  e. 

rics  of  the  Pagan  Irish.  At  these  places  the  kin*s  of  Temhair  were  used  to  burr 

several  of  the  monuments,  mentioned  until  the  time  of  Crimthann,  son  or 

in  the  ancient  records  of  Ireland,  are  Lugnidh  Riabh-n-derg    (who  was  the 

still  in  existence.    Some  of  them,  after  first  king  of  them  that  were  interred  at 

remainiug  unknown  or  unnoticed  for  Brugh),  viz:    Cobthach  CaeJ-Breigh 

ages,  have  been  recently  identified  from  and  Labraidh  Loingsech,  and  Eocaidk 


the  references  made  to  them  in  the  Feidlech  with  his  three  sons,  i.  e. 

writings  of  the  (jaelic  Shannachies —  Nar  and  Lothar,  and  Eocaidh  Arena» 

thus  affording  unquestionable  proof  of  Logaidh  Riabh-n-derg,  the  six  daofffc- 

the  truth  of  many  of  the  mon»  import-  ters  of  Eocaidh  Feidlech,  i.  e.  Medb, 

ant  facts  related  in  the  early  history  of  Clothra,  Mnrcsg,  Dcrbri,  M  again  and 

this  country.    For  the  latter  reason,  Eli,  and  Alild  Mac  Mada  withnis 


and  from  its  giving  an  explanation  of  brothers,  i.  e.  Kcth,  Anion,  Doche,  #t 
some  of  the  allusions  made  in  the  poem  cetera,  and  all  the  kings  down  to  Crim- 
above  cited  by  Dr.  Keating,  the  re-    thann;  these  were  all  boried  at 
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rated,  that  Brugh  on  the  Boinn  was  one  of  the  burial-places  of  the 
kings  of  Ireland ;  that  Roilig-na-righ,  at  Cruachain,  was  also  an- 
other, is  proved  from  the  following  lay  of  Torna  Eiges  (Aiguess) : 


"  A  king  of  Fál'a  fair  land  rests  here, 
Dathi  the  brave,  Fiacaidh's  Bon, 
0  Cruacha !  thou  hold'st  him  concealed 
From  (Gallic  and  from  Gaelic  men. 


Why  was  it  not  at  Brugh,  that  the 
lungs  of  the  race  of  Cobthach,  down  to 
Crimthann,  were  interred?    Not  diffi- 
cult, because  the  two  provinces,  which 
the  race  of  Erimhon  possessed,  were 
the  province  of  Galeón  (Leinster),  and 
the    province   of  Olnecmacht    (Con- 
naught).     In  the  first  place,  the  pro- 
vince of  Galeón  was  occupied  by  the 
race  of  Labraidh  Loingsech,  and  the 

Province  of  Olnecmacht   was  the  in- 
eritance    of  the  race  of   Cobthach 
Cael-Breagh ;  wherefore  it  (Connaught) 
was  given  to  Medb  before  every  other 
province.    The  reason  why  the  govern- 
ment of  this  land  was  given  to  Medb 
is,  because  there  was  none  of  the  race  of 
]3ocaidh  (FeidlechJ  fit  to  receive  it  but 
berself,  for  Lugaidh  (Riabh-n-derg)  was 
0cyt  fit  for  action  at  the  time.    And, 
therefore,  whenever  the  monarchy  of 
Xreland  was  enjoyed  by  any  of  the  race 
af  Cobthach  Cael-Breagh,  the  province 
af  Connaught  was  his  native  principal- 
ity-   And  for  this  reason  they  were  in- 
teirffed  at  the  Aenach  of  Cruacha.  But 
tt*»y  were  interred  at  Brugh  from  the 
tíroe  of  Crimthann  Niadh-Nar  to  the 
time  of  Laegari,  the  son  of  Niall,  ex- 
cept three  persons,  namely,  Art  the  son 
Oonn,  and  Cormac  the  son  of  Art,  and 
>í"  fall  of  the  Nine  Hostages. 

^e    have    already  mentioned    the 

caose  why  Cormac  was  not  interred 

there.    The  reason  why  Art  was  not  in- 

te*~red  there  is,  because  he  believed  the 

7j?jP   before  the  battle  of  Muccramma 

l^fjpinimhn  was  fought,  and  he  prcdict- 

<**  the  Fajth  jn  Ireland,  and  he  said  his 

I     a  £rave  would  be  at  Dumha  Derg- 

H*f  h**,    where     Treoit     (Trevet,   in 

^.^^h),  is  at  this  day.  When  his  body 

pj8    afterwards   carried    eastward  to 

£r-ttiVia  Derg-luachra,  if  all  the  men  of 

noi  ^ere  drawing  it  thence,  they  could 

_i^»  *o  that  he  was  interred  at  that 

P^c^^  because  there  was  a  Catholic 


church  to  be  afterwards  built  where  he 
was  interred. 

Where  Niall  was  interred  was  at 
Ochain  (Ocha),  i.  e.  Och  Caine,  so  called 
from  the  sighing  and  lamentation  which 
the  men  of  Eri  made  in  bewailing  Ni- 
all. 

Conari  Mor  was  interred  at  Magh 
Feci,  in  Bregia  (i.  e.  at  Fert  Conari)  : 
however  some  say  that  it  was  Conari 
Carpraige  that  was  interred  there,  and 
not  Conari  Mor,  and  that  Conari  Mor 
was  the  third  that  was  interred  at  Tern- 
hair,  viz. :  Conari  and  Laegari  and  .... 

At  Talti  the  kings  of  Uladh  were 
used  to  bury,  viz.  Ollamh  Fodla  with 
his  descendants,down  to  Concobar,  who 
wished  that  he  should  be  carried  to  a 
place  between  Slea  and  the  sea,  with 
nis  face  to  the  east,  on  account  of  the 
Faith  which  he  had  embraced. 

The  nobles  of  the  Tuatha  De  Dan- 
anns  were  used  to  bury  at  Brugh  (j.  e. 
the  Da?hda  with  his  three  sons ;  also 
Lugaidn,  and  Oe,  and  Ollam,  and  Og- 
ma,  and  Etan  the  Poetess,  and  Carpre, 
the  son  of  Etan),  and  Crimthann 
(Niadh-Nair)  followed  them,  because 
his  wife  Nar  was  of  the  Tuatha  Dea, 
and  it  was  she  solicited  him  that  he 
should  adopt  Brugh  as  a  burial-place 
for  himself  and  his  descendants  ;  and 
this  was  the  cause  that  they  did  not 
bury  at  Cruacha — (*  See  note  10,  p. 
289,  and  note  26,  p.  295,  in  refutation 
of  the  absurd  and  calumnious  derivation 
given  to  the  surname  Niadh-Nair, — 
Ed.) 

The  Lagenians  (i.  e.  Oathaeir  and  his 
race,  and  the  kings  who  were  before 
them)  used  to  bury  at  Aenach  AilbL 
The  Clan  Degadh  (i.e.  the  race  of  Co- 
nari and  Erna)  at  Temhair  Erann. 
The  men  of  Munster,  (i.e.  the  Derg- 
thini)  at  Aenach  Culi  and  Aenacn 
Colmain  and  the  Connacians  at  Crua- 
cha. 
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Beneath  thee  rest*  fierce  Dungalach, 
Who  captivee  led  from  eastern  landi; 
And  Tuathal,  Conn  and  Tamaltach 
In  glory  sleep  within  thy  walls. 

Or  Eocaidh  Feidlech's  three  fair  sons, 

I  sing  the  tombs  beneath  thy  ramparts ; 

Where  Eocaidh  Aremh  lies  full  low, 

Slain  by  the  hand  of  Mael  the  mighty,    (i.  e,  SidmaL) 

King  Eocaidh  Fcidlech  lies  concealed 
Beneath  thy  mound,  and  beauteous  Derbri, 
With  Gothra,  dame  of  high  degree, 
And  Medb,  the  heroine  queen,  and  Mnresg. 

And  regal  Eri,  Fodla,  Banba, 
Threo  august  ladies,  bright  and  young ; 
In  Cruacha  dwell,  from  mortals  hidden. 
Those  queens  of  Dana's  Sacred  Tribes. 

Kcrmad's  three  sons  are  laid  on  Sith-dram" 
Long-handed  Lugaidh  lies  on  Iiath-drom, 
With  the  sons  of  Acdh,  son  of  the  Daghda, 
Near  whom  lies  tall  and  warlike  Midnir. 

Beneath  thy  pillar-stones  are  laid, 
Gaunt  Cobthach  and  great  Iugani, 
And  Badbcha  too — all  regal  chiefs — 
And  here  lies  tall  and  haughty  Olild." 

EOCAIDH  GUNATII,  ABD-RIGH. 

A.D.  253.90  Eocaidh  Gunatb,pl  son  of  Fiach,  son  of  Imcaidh,  son 
of  Bresal,  sou  of  Siorcaidh,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Finn  (from  whom  is 
called  the  Dal-Fiacach),  son  of  Dluthach,  son  of  Rosin,  of  the 
line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  one  single 
year,  when  he  fell  by  Lugna,"  son  of  Fertri  (otherwise  by  jCu- 
gaidh,  son  of  Aengu9,  son  of  Fertri). 

CARBRI  L1FICAR,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.D.  254."  Carbri9*  Lificar,  son  of  Cormac  Ulfadn,  son  of  Art 
Aeinfer,  son  of  Conn  Ked-cathadh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  twenty-seven  years.    The  reason  why 

"SithDrum.  Perhaps  Sidhe  Trnim,  "  Lugna,  called  by  some,  Logaidh 
an  ancient  mound  near  tf  lane,  in  Meath.  Menu,  son  of  Aengus  Finn,  his  own  1-2~' 
Sith  Drum  was,  also,  an  old  name  for    man.     O'Flahcrty  says  that 


the  Rock  of  Cashel.  Gunnath  was  grandson  of  King  Fw> 
•A.D.  267.     Four  Masters.  gua  of  the  Black  Teeth. 
"  Eocaidh  XII.     Tighcrnach  does  "  A.  I).  268.    Four  Masters. 
not  allow  this  chieftain  the  title  of  M  Carbri  II.    According  to  the  as- 
king, nab  just  cited,  this  monarch 
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is  called  Carbri  Linear  was,  because  he  bad  been  reared  near 
[iver  Lifi  (Lifley),  of  Leinster.  Ethni  Ollamda,  daughter  of 
ling,  was  his  nurtlwr.  It  was  by  the  hands  of  Simeon,  son 
srb,  one  of  the  Futbarkiigh  of  Leinster,  that  he  fell,  at  tlie 
i  of  Gabra»  ((Joti-m). 

e  following  was  the  reason  why  the  battle  of  Gabra  was 
it.  Sainhair,  daughter  of  Finn,  sun  of  Cumhal,  was  the  wife 
Drmac  Cas,  sou  of  (Mild  Olurn;  and  she  was  the  mother  of 
l  and  Connla.     Tlirough  this  relationship,  Mogh  Corb*  the 

rcnteen  years.   He  there  is  stated  "  Mogh  Corb.     This  prince  was  the 

re   fought  three   battles  against  principal  opponent  of  tlie  Hwnarch.and 

inster  men  in  the  4lh  year  of  his  tint  the  Clumti  Haei=grii,  iir  Irish  Mfli- 

271).  and  funr  in  the  year  fol-  tin.  as  stated  by  modem  popular  wri- 

■,  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Lein-  tore.     Sioco  Eogan  Taidhlech,  or  Mogh 

'iD.  27fi,  the  9th  year  of  Our-  Noadat.li,  grandfather  of  Oormac  Cm, 

iligus  Gnibunibteeh  (chief  of  the  had  In-.ii  murdered  in  his  tent  by  Gull, 

ras  killvd  tliisv'.-ar  by  tin;  son*  ,.,f  bmij  of    Morna,    ul    llio  batllo  of  Ma-fh 

,  namelv,  Fiiusúdh  Sraibtini  and  Lcana,  the  king  of  Monster  cherished 

lb  Domilcn.  A.  D.  283,  the  lGth  tlie  most  rancorous  hatred  against  the 

f  Carbri. — Finn,   grandson   of  Clanua  Mortia,  who  were  a   military 

li,  fell  by  Achlech.  son  of  Duiod-  tribe  of  the  Fer-Bolgs  of  Oonuaoght ; 

ndthesonsof  the  UrgrcnD,of  the  and  in  order  to  bo  revenged  of  them. 

li  of  Temhair.  at  Alh-Brea  upon  tiny  (broad  an  lIHwm  with  the  Cliuina 

Inn,  of  which  it  was  said :  Baeisgni,  another  military  tribe  of  the 

■■kitted,  it  •«  with  darts,»  Sootic  or  Milesian  race,  the  most  dis- 
tinguished chief  of  whom  was  Finn 

I  n*th>  mi  n^Hw'htitnf'i  Mac  Camhail.     Oormae   Cas.  king  of 

Ml BtaCéíOt!  look  man  Muustcr,   married   Snmhair,   daughter 

^r.bMn.Ti.XH.ifter^ntati»  cf  thi*  warrior,  owl  by  her  had  three 


ffbyhim,  bods— Tinni  and   L'onnla,  of  whom  u 

id  or  «,*  r      "  " 


iroj-^chunpKin.-"  account  is  preserved,  and  Mogh  Corb. 

,  ,.  „   ,    _  ,,  tho  nr  west or  <>f  the  'vlrbrated  Brian 

vhra,  otherwise   eulled   i,:J.  ,ra  If,,rll_  wLo  itlk.riuJ  „n  tLc  va,or  and 

**?"   »*   »"t.gU.ty  !■•   Arhdl,  |M,miMn    (lf   }|i;    !iu,„Avr      Aft„    ^ 

ic  lull  of  hkreen,  rnitr   lura,  in  d(,ath  {ff  F-m%  CarbH  ,]jgb(lIlc]«l  and 

■     Gftbh7'  A"Sl,rr-  '/l'™:   ,s  outlaw^    the    flout»  of   the    Claas* 

e  BMW  of  a  stream  which  rises  Baeíagí  and  retained  in  hia  aerrtce 

«g  w  the  townlaud  of  Pnjnto-  (fe  cW  Morn.  only.    The  Clann* 

pwtah  of  Skreen,  receives  a  tr.b-  ^      ,  ^  „-£3^  Munster,  to 

™  the  well  of  Neamhtiach  on  their  relative,  Mogh  Corb,  who  retain- 

Hill,  jmns  the  River  Skene  at  rf  ^  in  hb  ^      contrar    fa  ^ 

«town  and  nrutca  with  the  Boyna  orferaor  the  monarch.   This  led  to  the 

•■"**— M-  bloody  battle  of  Gabra,  in   which  the 

Bfcl(owin?woni>wp™initrliii(dlntb»  two  rival  military  tribes  slaughtered 

Mvs&.a*hewÍ"* oundto?  iuj«tat«3  ^ch   other  almost   to  «termination, 

nbiin  mpT  nf  thn  unfa  of  InirfUtm,  In  this  battle Osgur,  son  of  Oisin  (Os- 

?  íf!5iíSmÍ!ft.tl7l  í  ^"ÍWfíSIS?  sian),  met  the  monarch  in  single  com- 

írtó'a^^Íllíaíí!*^  «S  bat,  but  he  fell ;  and  Carbri,  returning 

ith  th»  io»o  nf  from  ihe  combat,  was  met  by  bis  own 

írWU^'h^íVflifíd  to'SfiSd  m  u  «la*»™.  Simeon,  one  of  the  Fotharta 

,  íwinsliider  «r  Mi  life  in  tranquility,  (who  had  been  expelled  into  Leinster), 

'li"b JhTSÍiitrSÍB?  Mthfal'TiíÍnTrCT  who  fe"  u|wn  him  8everel7  wouadBd, 

;_0-OsnOTOfk,eln  °  °W"  after  the  dreadful  combat  with  Oagar, 
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son  of  Cormac  Cas,  aided  Oisin  (Osheen),  son  of  Finn,  his  moth- 
er's brother,  «and  the  tribe  of  Bueisgni  (Eueesknie)  in  opposition  to 
the  attacks  made  upon  them  by  Carbri  Lificar  and  Acdh  Caemhw 
(Aih  Caiv),  son  of  Craraidh  Glun-dubh  (Qarrai-Gloonduv),  chief  of 
the  tribo  of  Morna.  At  that  time,  the  tribe  of  Morna  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  buannaclit  (that  is,  they  formed  the  standing  army 
of  Ireland),  and  had  been  at  enmity  with  Finn  and  the  tribe  of 
Ba.'isgni  for  full  seven  years.  For  this  reason,  the  faction  of 
Garaidli  Glun-dubh  set  on  Carbri  Lificar  and  the  pentarchs  of 
Ireland  to  dethrone  Mogh  Corb,  hoping  thereby  to  succeed  in 
procuring  the  banishment  of  the  tribe  of  Baeisgni.  And  thence 
came  the  battle  of  Gabra. 

FATÍÍADII  AIRGTHECH  AND    FATIIADH  CAIBPTHECH,   ABD-RIGH. 

A.D.  231*  Fathadh»  Airgthech  (Fahah  Arrikagh)  and  Fathadh 
Cairpthech  (Carpagh),  both  sons  of  Mac-Niadh,  son  of  Lugaidh, 
and  of  the  lin^  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Ith,  assumed  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland.  They  reigned  conjointly  for  one  year,  at  the  ena  of 
which,  Fathaah  Cairpthech  was  slain  by  Fathadh  Airgthech. 
And,  then,  Fathadh  Airgthech  was  himself  slain  by  the  Fiann^at 
the  battle  of  Ollarba.1 

FIACAIDII  SRAIBTINI,   ARD-RIGU. 

A.  D.  282.*  Fiacaidh*  Sraibtini  (Feegha  Sraffinnie\  son  of  Car- 
bri  Liiicar,  son  of  Cormac  Ul-fada,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirty-three  years,  when  he  fell  by 


and  dispatched  him  at  a  single  blow,  monarchs  of  Ireland ;  evidently 
O Donovan.  they  regarded  them  as  usurpers.  They 
97  AeJh  Cacmh  was  the  last  king  of  were  the  sons  of  the  monarch,  Mae- 
Connaughtof  thoraceoftheFer-Bolgs.  Con,  and  from  their  brother,  Aeogm 
Aedh  and  Mogh  Corb  both  escaped  Gai-failech,  i.  e.  Aengus  of  the  Bloody 
from  the  bloody  field  of  Gabra,  bat  Spear,  is  descended  the  clan  of  Drisoou 
coming  to  an  engagement  soon  after  and  its  correlatives, 
at  Spdltrach,  in  Mu-skcry,  Mogh  Corb  m  Fiann.  From  this  passage  it  would 
fell  by  the  hand  of  tho  king  of  Con-  appear  that  some  of  this  body  still  to- 
naught.  Pontic  tradition  will  have  it,  vived  the  battle  of  Gabra.  According 
that  the  warrior  Caeilti  and  the  bard  to  O'Flaherty,  the  slayers  of  FathadE 
Oisin,  alone  of  their  kindred  survived  Airgthech  were  of  the  Clam»  ~~ 


this  fight  at  Gabra.  and  that  they  lived  and    apparently  commanded    by  the 

to  recount  the  exploits  of  their  com-  warrior,  Caeilti,  by  whose  hand  tiri» 

panions  in  arias  to  St.  Patrick  in  after  monarch  fell. 

timas.  It  is  the  lays  attributed  to  them  '  Ollarba.    Now  the  River    Iain, 

that  are  cullwl  the  0«tianic  Poems,  and  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

upon  them  Mucphcraon  built  his  fa-  'AD.  286.  *  Four  Masters. 

mous  forgery.  *  Ftacaidh  VII.   This  monarch  reig»- 

*  A.  I).  285.    Four  Masters.  cd  thirty-seven  years, according  to  ottv 

M  Fat/ui.lh.     Somo  of  our  antiqua-  er  accounts, 
rice  did  not  count  the  two  Fathadhsas 
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the  t^ree  Collas,  in  the  battle  of  Dubh-Oomar,4  Aeifi,  daughter 
of  the  king  of  the  GaU-Gaedhail'  (Qaulr  Gaát),  that  is,  of  the  For- 
eign Gaels,  was  the  wife  of  Fiacaidh  Sraibtini  and  the  mother  of 
Muredach  Tixech.  And  the  reason»  why  he  was  called  Fiacaidh 
Sraibtini/  was  because  it  was  at  Dun-Sraibtini,  in  Connaught, 
that  he  had  been  fostered. 

In  order  that  the  meaning  of  the  following  events  may  be  the 
better  understood,  we  shall  set  down  here,  from  the  Esalter  of 
CasheL  both  the  cause  of  the  battle  of  Dubh-Comar  and  a  narra- 
tion of  the  relationship  that  existed  between  the  Collas  and  Fia- 
caidh Sraibtini.    It  is,  then,  at  Carbri  Linear  that  the  Oirghial* 
laigh,  that  is,  the  Clans  of  the  Collas,  separate  from  the  clans  of 
ETiall,  and  from  the  Connaohtaigh  {ConnaughtUi)  or  Erimonians 
of  Connaught    No*r,  Fiacaidh  Sraibtini,  son  of  Carbri  Lificar, 
was  the  grandfather  of  Eocaidh  Muigh-medon,  son  of  Muredach 
Tirech,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Sraibtini    From  the  Muredach  he» 
mentioned  have  sprung  the  clans  of  Niall  and  the  men  of  Con- 
stAuaht.    Eocaidh  Dublein  was  also  son  of  Carbri  Lificar,  and 
brother  of  Fiacaidh  Sraibtini    This  Eocaidh  had  three  sona> 
jxAinely:  the  three  Collas,  and  from  these  are  descended  the 
TJl  Mbic  Uais  (ee-vioOosh),  the  Ui   Mhic   Crimthainn  (ee-vi* 
Oriffinri^  and  the  Moghdorna  (Afoxvrna).    The  real  names  of  the 
tJiree  Collas  were,  Carrell,  Muredach  and  Aedh.    Here  follows  a 
quotation  from  an  ancient  bard  in  testimony  thereof: 

u  Of  the  Three  Collas  have  tot  beard, 
Eocaidh '8  bods  of  highest  mine, 
Colla,  Menn,  Colla  Da-crioch, 
And  Colla  Uais,  the  Ard-righ  ? 

Their  names,  all  three,  I  know  ftill  well — 
Carrell  and  Muredach  and  Aedh ; 
By  these  was  slain  a  mighty  king, 
On  yonder  fair,  well  cultured  plain. 

Carrell  was  Colla  Uais,  the  king ; 
Muredach,  Colla  Da-crioch ; 
And  glorious  Aedh  was  Colla  Menu. 
Mighty  were  they  beyond  all  braves ! " 


tk     ^-*ubh-Comar.     This  name  signifies  equally  applicable  to  any  of  the  Gaelic 

evi j  *  tolack  confluence."    "  It  is  quite  septs  then  settled  in  Alba  and  the 

th^0***  that  it  was  the  ancient  name  of  Hebrides. 

the  -i^,cmfluence  °f  the  Blackwater  and        •  Sraibtini.    Other  authorities  assert 

6  ^^oyne." — O'D.  that  he  received  this  cognomen  from 

^       ^^aU-Gaedhail  may  mean  some  por-  showers  of  fire  (sraib  theini),  i.  e.  than* 

~  ^     of  the  Clanna  Breogain  or  Bri-  der  storms,  that  occurred  during  bib 

^^^a,  of  Gaelic  origin,  settled  in  Bri-  reign. 

^^  or  Gaul ;  but  tne  name  would  be 


\ 


\ 
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Oilech,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Alba,  and  wife  of  Eoeaidh 
Dublein,  was  the  mother  of  the  three  Collas.    It  was  these  three 
Collas  that  perpetrated  the  parricide  upon  Fiacaidh  Sraibtini. 
whereby  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  was  lost  forever  to  them  and 
their  posterity.     The  following  was  the  occasion  of  that  parri- 
cide :  whilst  Fiacaidh  Sraibtini  was  sovereign  of  Ireland,  he  had 
a  distinguished  son,  who  was  called  Muredach  Tirech ;  and  this 
Murcdach  was  the  commander-in-chief  of  his  father's  armies,  for 
the  king  himself  was  not  allowed  to  enter  the  battle-field.     Upon  a 
certain  occasion,  Muredach  had  marched  into  Minister,  attended 
by  an  army,  whence  he  brought  off  hostages  and  spoils.     At 
the  same  time  the  king,  his  father,  chanced  to  be  at  Dut>h-Comar. 
near  Talti,  attended  by  another  host;  and  there  he  was  accompanied 
by  the  three  Collas,  the  three  sons  of  his  brother,  who  had  led 
their  forces  to  his  aid  to  that  place.     Then,  when  the  multitude 
heard  of  the  successes  that  Muredach  had  obtained  in  Munster, 
they  said  in  common  that  he  was  the  presumptive  king  of  Ire- 
land.    "  What  shall  become  of  us,"  said  the  Collas,  "  if  Muredach 
become  sovereign  after  Fiacaidh  ?    What  we  had  better  do,"  Faid 
they,  "  is  to  give  battle  to  the  old  king,  and  when  we  have  slain 
him,  with  his  host,  we  shall  easily  overcome  his  son,  whenever 
he  may  arrive."    In  the  meantime,  Fiacaidh  was  engaged  in 
conference  with  a  certain  druid,  named  Dubeomar,  and  this  druid 
addressed  him  in  the  following  words:  "O  king,"  said  he  "if 
thou  vanquish  the  Collar  now,  and  slay  them,  no  king  of  thy 
posterity  shall  ever  reign  over  Ireland  after  thee."     '*  Then, 
said  the  monarch,  "I  prefer  rather  to  fall  by  the  Collas  myself 
and  to  have  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  descend  to  my  posterity, 
than  to  have  them  slain  by  me,  and  have  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland  descend  to  their  children."     After  this,  the  hosts  were 
drawn  up  in  battle  array,  and  they  charged  one  another  from 
each  side.    But  the  army  of  Fiacaidh  Sraibtini  was  routed  in 
that  engagement,  and  he  was  slain  himself  therein,  just  as  the 
druid  Dubeomar  had  prophesied  to  him. 

COLLA  (JAIS,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  315.7  Colla  Uais,  son  of  Eoeaidh  Dublein,  son  of  Car- 
bri  Lificar,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland  for  four  years;  at  the  end  of  which,  both  himself  and 
his  brothers  were  driven  by  Murcdach  Tirech  into  banishment 
to  Alba',  where  they  received  a  military  maintenance  (buannachft 
from  the  Alban  king.  For  Oilech,  daughter  of  Ugari,  king  or 
Alba,  was  the  mother  of  the  three  Collas.    The  reason  why  Oar» 

'  A.  D.  323.    Four  Blasters. 
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rell  was  styled  Colla  Uais,  that  is,  Colin  the  Noble,  was  because 
of  the  distinction  which  he  had  obtained  beyond  the  other 
Collas,  fur  he  hod  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  the  others 
had  not 

MUREDACH    TIHECH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  319.*  oluredach*  Tirech  (Afurreeagh  Tcenvjh),  son  of 
Fiaeaidh  Sraibtini,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held  Ireland  for 
thirty  three  years,  and  then  he  fell  bv  Caclbadh,  son  of  Criinn 
Dadraei.  Muirrenn,  daughter  of  Fiacauih,  king  of  Kinel-Eogain, 
was  the  wife  of  Murediich  Tirech,  and  t!ie  mother  of  Eocaidh 
Muigh-medon. 

As  to  the  Collas,  they  were  banished  into  Alba  by  Muredach 
Tirech,  fis  we  have  related  above.     Three  hundred  warriors  was 
the  number  of  their  host.    The  king  of  Alba  received  them  with 
great  respect,  and  gave  them  military  maintenance,  by  reason  of 
their  great  valor  and  hardihood.     They  remained  with  him  for 
three  years ;  after  which  they  returned  to  Ireland,  in  hopes  that 
Mwedach  would  perpetrate  a  parricide  (fingha!)  upon  them,  and 
that  the  sovereignty  might  i'dl  to  their  posterity  in  consequence 
thereof."     In  coming  from  Alba,  they  brought  over  no  stronger 
esscort  than  a  band  of  nine  warriors  with  each  of  them.     After 
landing,  they  made  no  delay  untd  they  arrived  in  the  king's 
presence  at  Teinliaír.     "  Have  you  brought  me  any  news,  my 
eonEÍns?"  said  the  king.     "We  have  no  sadder  news  to  tell, 
said  they,  "than  the  deed  which  we  have  ourselves  done,  name- 
ly"»   the  killing  of  thy  father  by  our  hands."     "  That  is  news  we 
hsa.-ve  already  known,"  said  the  king;  "but  it  is  of  no  conseqence 
J^*     jou  now,  for  no  vengeance  shall  be  wreaked  upon  you  tncre- 
«>*-,  except  that  the  misfortune,  which  has  already  pursued  you, 
"J* ^11  not  leave  3*011."     "This  is  the  replv  of  a  coward,"  said  the 
"^^Jlas.     "Be  not  sorry  for  it,"  replied  the  king.     "You  are 
"""^■Jcome,"     After  this  they  spent  a  long  time  iu  great  friendship 
"""a  Muredach,  so  that  they  become  the  commandera  of  that 
*-*-**g's  armies  in  war. 

—a.  D.  331.     Conquests  of  the  OoUas  in  UUtdh — Destruction  of 
EusAlN  Macha. 

— ^t  last  the  king  told  them  (the  Collas),  that  it  waa  time  for 
^*5»  to  conquer  some  territory,  as  an  inheritance  for  their  pos- 

m     A.  D.  327.    Four  Masters.  "  They  had,  it  is  Mid,  beeu  told  by 

l  Muratack  II.      According  to  tha     a  druid,  that   if  they  could   provoke 

~~^~citad  authority,  this  king  reigned    their  cousin,  king  Muredach,  to  eliy 

*■  thirty  jeare.  them,  the  eoTcreignty  of  Ireland  wonld 

fall  to  their  posterity. 
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terity.  "  Of  what  territory  dost  thou  wish  that  we  should  make 
sword-land  ?  "  said  they.  (There  were  not,  in  their  own  time, 
any  warriors  more  intrepid  than  they.)  "  March  into  Ulster," 
said  lie,  "  for  you  have  good  cause  of  enmity  with  its  people ; 
for  an  attendant  upon  the  king  of  (Jladh  once  burnt  the  beard  and 
hair  of  Cormac,  son  of  Art,  with  a  torch,  in  Northern  Magh 
líreíigh.  When  Cormac  had  become  king  of  Ireland,  an  over- 
whelming force  of  the  Ulstcrmen  came  against  him,  and  having 
extorted  hostages  from  him,  they  banished  him  into  Connaught 
After  that  a  peace  was  made  between  Cormac  and  them,  and  they 
prepared  a  feast  for  him  at  Northern  Magh  Breágh,  and  it  was 
on  that  occasion  that  a  servant  of  the  king  of  Ulster  burned  the 
hair  of  Cormac    Now,  that  deed  is  still  unavenged." 

After  this,  king  Muredach  furnished  them  with  a  numerous 
army,  with  which  the  Collas  marched  into  Connaught.  There 
the  men  of  Connaught  joined  their  standard,  with  a  force  con- 
sisting of  seven  catha.  Thence  they  marched  to  the  Cam  of 
Achadh  Leth-dcrg,"  in  Fernmagh.  From  that  hill,  they  fought 
seven  battles  against  the  Ulstermen,  that  is,  a  battle  on  each  day 
during  a  whole  week.  Six  of  these  battles  were  fought  by  the 
Connaughtmcn,  and  the  seventh  by  the  Collas.  In  it  Fergus 
Fogha,"  king  of  Emliain,  was  slain,  and  the  Ulstermen  were 
finally  routed.  They  were  then  pursued,  with  great  slaughter, 
from  the  Cam  of  Eocaidh  to  Glen  Jiis;he.,a  From  the  latter  place, 
the  Collas  marched  back  upon  Emhaiu,  which  they  plundered, 
and  then  burned,  so  that  Emnain  has  remained  since  then  without 
a  king  to  inhabit  it. 

The  Collas  next  took  the  following  territories  from  the  Ulster- 
men,  namely:  Moghdurna, rt  Ui  Mic  Crimthainn,"  and  Ui  Mio 
Uais.    Colla  Menu   took  possession  of  Moghdurna,  Colla  D» 

11  AchaJ-leth-derg.    This  place,  situ-  "    Moghdurna,     properly     Crioch 

ated  in  Mitt  barony  of  Farney  (Keen-  Moghdurna   (Creeaga  Ifbwrna),  bow 

magh),  co.  Monaghau,  is  not  yet  idea-  the  barony  of  Cremorne,  co.   Ifoaa» 

tifiel— 07).  ghan.     The  O'Hanrattics,    in    Irish, 

"  Ft r gut  Fogha,  eon  of  Fracchar  Oh-Innrechtaigh,  of  the  race  of  CoQa 

Fortriun,  was  the  lost  king  of  Uladh  Menn,  were  the  ancient  possessor!  of 

(hat  n*id<il  at  Kinhain.  this  territory.   In  O'Dubhagan's  poem, 

a  (i lean  R*£het  that  is,  the  vale  of  the  chief  of   this  territory  is  called 

the  llighc.  now  the  Newry  river.  From  O'Machaiden.  In  after  times,  they  were 

this  time,  downward,  the  name  Uladh  encroached  on  by  the  MacMabooa. 

is  applied  to  the  circumscribed  tcrri-  u  Ui  Mic  Crimthainn,  that  is,  the 

tory  of  the  ( -lanna  Hadraidc,  narrowed  territory  of  the  descendants  of  Crinth- 

by  this  conquest  to  the  counties  of  ann,  sonofFiach,  sonof  Degaldh  Dan, 

liown  and  Antrim.  "  It  was  originally  son  of  Rochadh,  sou  of  CoUa  Da  GknV 

the  name  of  all  Ulster,  but  after  the  och.    In  latter  times,  it  appears  that 

your  3:12.  it  wns  applied  to  that  nor-  this  name  was  confined  to  the  baroaj 

tion  of  the  east  of  Ulster,  bounded  on  of  Slanc,  county  Meath  ;  bat  Keating 

thrwwt  bv  the  Lower  Bann  and  Ixrngh  could  scarcely  have  meant  it  in  thai 

Nuagh,  and  by  Glenn  Rigtae."— CD.  confined  sense.    From  Colla  DtrCrioch, 
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Crioeh  (Date  Creeagh)  of  Ui  Mio  Crimthainn,  and  Colla  TTais 
aeized  upon  Ui  Mio  Uais.1* 

And,  a8  before  stated,  it  was  by  Caelbaeh,  son  of  Crunn  Bad- 
faei,  that  the  monarch  Murcdach  was  slain." 

CAEI.BACH,   AliD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  862."  Caelbach,  son  of  Crunn  Badraci,  son  of  Eocaidh. 
Coba,  son  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  liosa,  son  of  Imcaidh,  son  of  Feidli- 
«uiiUi,  son  of  Cas,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Amide,  aim  of  Acngus  Gaib- 
iienn,  son  of  Fergus  Foglas,  sonuf  TibradiTirech,  son  of  Brmd, 
sou  of  Kerb,  son  of  Mai,  son  of  Eocraid'-,  of  the  line  of  Ir,w 
son  of  JIUedh,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  one  year.  It 
Was  by  Eocaidh  iIuigli-Medon,,g  thai  he  was  slain. 

KOCAIDH"   ML-IOHMEDOX,  AHD-RIOH. 

A.  D.  853."  Eocaidh"  Muigh-XIedon,  son  of  Murcdach  Ti- 
ar«cb,  son  of"  Fi;*-"inlU  Sraiblini,  of  the  line  of  Krimhon,  held  the 
sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seven  years.  Mong-finn,  daughter  of 
i? idach,  the  wife  of  Eoeaidh  Mtiigh-medon,  Ml  the  mother  of 
XJrian,*1  Fiacaidh  or  Fiacra,"  Fergua  and  Olild.     Carthann  Caa- 

■^hosc  territory  it  was,  are  descended  that  he  was  the  lust  prinre  or  the  royal 

*-lie  SIbo  M hIi'jjm i.if  Mimaj.'hiin.  tlio  Ma-  house  of  Ir   {thai  is,  of  Lbe  UlidUtm). 

xscuire*  of  I'i  iiii:iii:i„'1i.  tin?  0  Hanlona  of  that  sat  upon  the  Irish  throne.     After 

<Jrior,  the  MucCatms.  Mac  M  amines,  the  defeating  Mured  aeli.li.>  marelwd  straight 

«ZVKeilics  and  O'Mnddens  of  Ui   Mam,  to  Torahair,  and  was  there  saluted  kiiig. 

iai  Unlwav,  aud  their  immeroiiH  kindred  However,  Tigheroach  does  not  count 

s^pts.  him  among  the  Irish  monarch».    Hut 

-    Vi    Itoc    Uais,   now   Moygish,   in  hia  having  been  even  partially  acknowl- 

~X)V«t  Heath.    The  descendants  of  the  edged  as  such  has  its  meaning  in  oar 

Oollft  Uais  are  the  Mac  Donalds  of  history ;  it  tells  of  a  vigorous  eflbrt 

—Antrim  and  the  Isles  of  Scotland,  with  made  by  the  Irians  to  recover  the  ter- 

**Jie  Mao  Dngalds,  Mao  Allislers,  Mac  ritory  from  which,  by  Mnredach's  aid, 

^Qories  and  their  correlatives,  sod  also  they  had  been  recently  expelled  by  the 

tfcAe  clans  of  Mac  Sheehie,  O'Flynn  or  three  Collss. 

*3*LTnof  Moylinny.MacAedhaorMa-  "  Muigh-Mtdon.    This   surname  b 

jhluj   of  Island  Magee,  the  O'Gnives,  generally  spelled   either  MnighmhMd- 

■■O'Kerin,  and  several  others  in  Ireland,  bain  or  Muighmheodhain,  and  is  pro- 

"  Slain.  He  was  slain  by  Caelbadb,  nounced  somewhat  like  Moótoaan  or 

^•en  of  Crunn,  king  of  Uladh,  at  Port  Moovcine.    Dr.  O'Connor   has   trans- 

k— igh,  overDaball.  lated  it  Camponan  Cttltor,  i.  e.  tiller  of 

Daball  was  the  old  name  of  the  Black-  fields;   but  Dr.  O'Donovan  nays  that 

rater  of  Ulster.    Portrigh  is  thought  this  is  a  mere  guess.    The  derivation 

a  be  the  place  now  called  Beuborb. —  recorded  by  Keating,  he  very  justly 

-abe  fbur  Matter*.  styles  a  silly  legend. 

■  A.  D.  356.— Four  Matter*.  ■  A.  D.  353.— Four  Master*. 

'  Of  the  race  of  Ir.— Caelbadh,  oth-  ■  Eocaidh  XIII. 

•nnrise  Caelbach,  was  of  the  blood  of  "  Brian.     From  this  son  sprang  the 

*-l»  Clanoa  Bodraide.  O'HaUoran  says  several  clatn  of  the  Ui  Briain,  of  Oon- 
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* '  A  battle  fought  by  Leinstermen,"  is  the  first  line  of  the  lay ; 
bi-»  fc  of  it,  I  shall  here  quote  but  the  two  following  yorsea,  which 
>w  the  great  power  exercised  by  Enna  during  his  own  time: 


^And, 


'•  A  fine  was  paid  to  Enna 
From  Lelb-Cuiiin,  the  hospitable- 
A  ■nbtB*  from  eath  hearth 
J 11  u.11  its  fair  fortresses." 


_ — Lad,  according  to  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,  this  Enna  routed  the 
<J^*."»ib  of  Conn  in  thirteen  battles. 

TSSocaidh  Muigh-medon  died  in  Temhair. 

CKIMTIIANN,  ARD-RIOH. 

-A.  D.  860."    Crimthann,"  eon  of  Fidach,  son  of  Dari  Kerb" 

af>*i  of  Oliid  Flann  Bug,  son  of  Fiacaidh  M;uil-lui}iah,  son  of 
£*>gan  Mor,  son  of  Olild  Olum,  of  the  line  of  fiber31  Finn,  son  of 
Itiledh  of  Spain,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seventeen 
Ifeiars.  Fideng,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Connaught,  was  his 
Vile. 

It  was  this  Crimthann  that  gained  victories  and  extended  his 
sway  over  Alba,  Britain  and  Gaul,  as  the  shannachie  tells  us  in 
ibie  "following  rann : 

"  Crimtlninn.  son  of  Fiilncli,  rated 
The  Allien  anil  the  Irish  lands: 
Beyond  the  clenr  blue  sfaa  he  qnelled 
The  British  and  the  Gallic  might" 

It  was  also  this  Crimthann,  that  conferred  the  kingdom  of  Leth- 
Síogha,  or  Munster,  upon  his  own  foster-son,  namely,  upon  Conall 
Scfilnath"  (i.  e.  Conall  of  the  Swift  Steeds),  son  of  Lugaidh  Mean. 

TJigwioif— an  Irish  coin,  worth  and  3d,  Eocaidh  Liathanach,  from  whom 

■**«  peace.    Its   aspirated    form   is  sroiingtheTJi  Liathain, consisting  ofthe 

"Vtcbhall"  ihcrevmll,  or  thcrlvM.  O'Liathain,  now  anglicized  Lyons,  and 

A.  D.  866,— Four  Masters.  the  O'h-Anamcada. 

Cwxthakn     III.      This     prince  *  Of  the  lint  of  Eber.     No  prince 

™S?Wo  bat  thirteen  years,  according  of  this  stock  had  been,  now,  monarch 

to  *■*  last-cited  anthontv.  of   Ireland    during    thirty-two  reigna 

ítari   Kerb.       This"   prince,   who  Dnach  III,  styled  Dalta  Degadh,  tba 

TJf.™  second  sou  of  Olild  Flann  ©eg,  fifteenth  progenitor  of  Crimthann,  was 

""Woe:  1st,  Fidach,  lather  at  Crimth-  the  last  prince  of  the  line  of  Ebcr  that 

ÍJJj^weline  became  extinct ;  2d,  Fia-  bad  been  sainted  supreme  king.      Ha 

~"U>  Fidghenti,  ancestor  of  the  tribe  reigned  from  A.  H.  3912  to  3922. 

*"0  Ui  Fidghenti,   comprising    the  ■  Conall  EcMuath.      "  On   the  de- 

nTÍIB0Ínonovan,O'CoilleainorCollins,  cease  of  Eocaidh,   who,  after  all,  died 

u  kinealy,  0'Meohan,Mac  Eneiry,  Ac;  peaceably  at  Tata,  Crunthann,  son  of 
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The  posterity  of  Fiacaidh  Macil-lethan,  felt  offended  at  this  gift» 
and  they  said,  that  Conall  did  not  act  the  part  of  a  good  kinsman 
in  accepting  it  whilst  Core,  son  of  Lugaidh,  a  man  every  way 

Sualified  to  make  a  good  king,  was  then  to  be  found  among  the 
escendants  of  Fiacaidh.  The  dispute  that  thence  arose,  was 
left  to  the  arbitration  of  learned  sages,  who  decided  that  the 
kingship  of  Minister  should,  for  that  time,  be  possessed,  first  by 
Core,  son  of  Lugaidh,  for  he  was  the  elder  representative  of  the 
race ;  and  after  him,  that  one  of  the  descendants  of  Cormac  Cas 
should  succeed  to  the  throne  of  Munster.  Upon  this,  the  race 
of  Fiacaidh  MaeiHethan  cave  securities  and  guarantees,  upon 
their  part,  that  they  should  allow  the  possession  of  the  sover- 
eignty of  Munster  to  descend  quietly  to  Conall  Ech-luath,  after 
the  death  of  Core,  or  to  Conall  s  son,  should  he  himself  be  no 
longer  alive.  This  decision  was  made  in  accordance  with  the 
will  of  Olild  Olum,  which  ordained  that  the  supreme  power 
should  be  possessed  alternately  by  each  of  these  two  families  of 
his  descendants,  namely,  by  the  progeny  of  Fiacaidh  Mail-lethan 
and  that  of  Cormac  Cas.  It  was  upon  the  above  condition  that 
Conall  Ech-luath  resigned  the  kingdom  of  Munster  to  Coxa 

This  Core  had  a  son,83  who  was  named  Cas  Mac  Cuirc,  from 
whom  has  descended  the  clan  of  O'Donnchadha,  or  O'Donoghoo 
Mor,  from  which  again  sprung  O'Donoghoo  of  the  Glen,  Fran 
him  arc  also  sprung  the  clans  of  O'Maghthamhna,  or  O'Mahony 
Finn,  O'Mahony  Roc,  O'Mahony  of  Ui-Floinn-Laei,  O'Mahony  " 
of  Carbery,  and  O'Mullanc. 

Conall  Ech-luath  became,  eventually,  king  of  Munster,  after 
the  death  of  Core.84    And  Crimthann,  son  of  Fidach,  gave  the 

Fidach,  son  of  Dari  Kerb,  of  the  race  chieftains  of  the  Eoganacht  of  Msgb 

of  Heber  and  Engenian  line,  through  Genrhinn,  now  called  Marr,  ni  Boot- 

the  great  influence  of  his  cousin,  Lu-  land,  are  derived, 

gaidh  (king  of  Munster,  of  the  Dalcas-  Through  tiieemnity  of  hUrtepnioifctr, 

sian  line,)  was  proclaimed  monarch ;  Daelo,  Core  had  been  banished  by  Ui 

and  in  return  for  this,  on  the  death  of  father,  and  took  refuge  in  Alba,  whsft 

Lugaidh,  which  happened  soon  after  he  he  married  Mong-finn,  daughter  of  Ffr 

had  his  son  Conall  Kchlunih  (Agh-looaJi)  radach,  king  of  the  Picts.     Ha 

appointed  king  of  Leth-Mogha,  to  the  probably,  arose  the  settlement  of  ■ 

great  prejudice  of  his  own  family." —  of  his  posterity  in  that  country. 

O'Halloran.  M  After  the  death  cf  Con.    from 

"  Had  a  son,  tfc.  His  other  sons  were  vagueness  with  which  Dr.  aTratiiaj ! 

Nadfra&ch,  from  whom  most  of  the  here  expressed  himself,  some  have 

succeeding  kings  of  Desmond  sprung ;  agined  that  he  meant  that  Gore 

Manl  Lcmna,  from  whom  descended  during  Crimthann's  reign.    H< 


the  ancient  Mor-mhaoir,  or  High  Stew-  that  Inference    by  no  means  foflont  4 

ards  of  Lranox,  in  Scotland ;  and  Car-  from  our  author's  words.     Hkb  fcol  J 

briLuachra,  otherwise  surnamed  Crnth-  that  the  Irish  monarch  appointed 

ncch,  or  the   Pict,  from   whom   the  friend,  Conall   (who  i 

O'Moriarties,  chiefs  of  the  Eoganacht  chieftain,  as  king  of 

of  Loch  Lein  in  Kerry,  and  the  ancient  head  of  the  D*J-g-Cais  tribe,)  as 
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Postages  of  the  duels  of  Ireland,  Alba,  Britnin,  and  Gaul,  into 
tlie  bands  of  iiis  foster-son,  Conall.  Upon  this  fact  CormaC,  eOQ 
<*f  L'uliuan,  has  composed  the  following  verses : 


"  Ech-lualh  reeled  the  Irish  rent»,"' 

Wliilnt  I'rifiitlmdij  fought.  tVir  lim'i-11  ;-piil.' 
And,  though  hi'  iTi'.^-iii  mil  Mima^  wave. 
No  worthier  king  could  tribute  claim. 

•'  What  Fidach's  son,  great  Orimlbnnn,  brought. 
Of  captive  Gaul»  from  over  sen, 
lie  rave  into  the  ml-glaived  hind 
Of  Conall,  fumed  for  fleetest  stands, 

"  Coi»U  of  Fleet  Steeds  mode  a  tour 
Through  «11  the  tribes  on  t'rimtbunn's  part- 
Opposed  at  Dun-Liamiia,"  that  chief 
In  slaughtered  heaps,  left  his  proud  five. 

"Heowuad  Fert-Crmaill  on  Mngh-I'cmhenn, 
Drom-Cormaic,  Aui.  nnil  Dun-jr-Clair, 
Caitel'i  strotf  bi>M,  l.iiiiiihain's  irrrut  rath, 
Fair  Dun-Kermna,  Km.air-SIaigh." 

The  death  of  the  monarch,  Crimthann,  was  caused  by  Munjj- 
finn,  daughter  of  Fidach,  his  own  sister,  who  gave  him  a  poi- 
soned  drink  at  Inis-Dornglas,  in  hopes  that  the  kingdom  of 

jri.Tit   during  his  own   foreign  expedi-  friends ;  and  the  Gaels  did  not  carry 

Wot*,  bv  no  mentis  implies  the  previous  on  less  agriculture  on  the  east  of  the 

«lest th  "f  the  king  of  Leth-Mogho.     Be-  sea  (channel),  than  nt  home  in  Scotia  ; 

Bidi-*,  it  is  opposed  In  I  he-  iilmrst  uni-  mid  tln-y  erected  habitations  and  regal 

-wren]   tradition  which  represents  Core  forts  there  ;  thenee  is  railed  Ilinn  Trad- 

«s  the  rival  of  the  next  king.  Niiill,  for  nii,  i.  e.  the  triple-foswd  fort  of  Crim- 

•the   Irish  throne.      Conall  mint   have  Miami  Mor  M;o- Fidaiirh,  king  of  Eri, 

succeeded  ('ore,  some  time  during  the  Alba,  and  a*  fur  a*  I  ho  Iceiao  Sea;  and 

reign  of  Niall.  thence  is  called  Glustimber  nn-n-Gaed- 

s  All  Eri'i  rmL     That  is,  he  re-  bal.  i.  e.  Glastonbury  of  the  Gaels,  a 

«cived  them  as  Crimtbann's  representa-  large  chnrrh  whiel  a  on  the  brink  of 

tive.    "Before  entering  n] hi-  foreign  the  lecian  Sea,  4c.     And  it.  was  at  the 

«expedition,  he  appointed  Conall.  whose  time  of  Ibi*  division,  also,  that  Uinn 

integrity  he  could  depend  on,  as  regent  Map  Lethain,  in  British  Cornwall  (Bre- 

«f  Ireland."—  CPHallorari.  tan  Corn),  received  iU  name,  i.  e.  Dun 

"  Foreign  spoil.     In  Comae's  Gloa-  míe  Uutíiain  ;   for  mop,  in  British,  is 

sary,  under  the  words  M-^-'i  K'/nf,  it  is  the  same  js  mi"  (i.  e.  son).     And  they 

Stated   that  he  extended    his  dnmiirioi,  roritiriunl  in  this  power  for  a  long  time 

over  North  Britain  and  Wales,  «here  after  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick."—  Sm 

■Mate  n  idhtri   l  ion-   from  hi*  o.  34».  B-tttU  of  MaSk  llath.  Additional 

in" 

lowing 

lÍOtt ,  -  -  i 

"At  that  time,  the  sway  of  the  Gaels  west  of  the  county  of  Wicklow.    Itwi 

mi  great  over  the  Britons. ;  ther  divi-  one  of  the  residences  oF  the  king!  of 

<led  Alba  between  them  in  holdings,  Leiuster,  and  Is  now  known  m  Dwttfcw- 

*nd  each  knew  the  habitations  of  his  u.  The  other  place*  etmmerwtad  is  tide 
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Ireland  would  fall  to  her  favorite  son,"  Brian,  son  of 
Muigh-Medon.  Of  the  venom  of  that  drink,  king  Crimthann 
soon  died,  at  Sliabh  oidhidh-an-righ^^SVieev-ee-a/i-iw),  to  the  north 
of  Limerick.  Mung-finn,  also,  died  herself  immediately,  from 
the  effects  of  that  poisoned  cup,  for  she  had  swallowed  some  of 
its  contents,  in  order  to  induce  her  brother  to  drink  thereot 

NIALL  NAEI-GHIALLACH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  377.°  Niall41  Naei-Ghiallach  (Neeal  Nec-yeeaOagh),  or 
Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  son  of  Eocaidh  Muigh-Medon,  son 
of  Murcdach  Tirech,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty 
of  Ireland  for  twenty-seven  years.  Carthann  Cas-dubh  (Carhan 
Cas-duv),  daughter  of  the  king  of  Britain,  was  the  mother  of 
Niall.  His  first  wife  was  Line,  daughter  of  Lugaidh.  She  was 
the  mother  of  his  son,  Fiacaidh.  His  second  wife  was  called 
Roighnech  (Roenagh),  who  bore  him  seven  sons*  namely, 


verse  were  amongst  the  royal  residences  bard  of  Niall,  at  length  interposed ;  a 

of  Minister ;  their  locations  are  else-  peace  was  thence  concluded,  and  Cora 

where  pointed  out  acknowledged  N tail's  election,  ddrrer- 

M  Her  favorite  son.    Her  parricide  ing  up  his  son,  Carbri,  with  others  of 

had  not  the  effect  she  desired.    None  his  nobles,  as  hostages.    In  return,  ha 

of  Brian's  posterity  ever  sat  upon  the  received,  as  presents  (or  as  a  fee),  from 

throne  of  Ireland,  except  Kudraidc,  or  the  monarch,  one  thousand  steeds,  five 

Roderick   O'Connor,  the   last  of  its  hundred  suits  of  armor,  one  huMircd 

king*,  and  Tordclbach,  or  Torlough,  and  ninety  gold  rings,  and  fifty  got! 

the  third  last  cups.    It  was  the  custom  of  the  Irish» 

9  Sliabh-Oididh-an-Righ,  i.  e.  the  that  the  acknowledged  sovereign  madt 

mountain  of  the  king's  death.    It  is  presents  to  his  former  antagonist**— 

now  called  the  Cratloc,  or  Ulennagross  O'Halloran. 

mountain,  in  the  barony  of  Bunratty,  *  Seven  ions.    It  appears  that  NaA 

and  county  of  Clare.  had  fourteen  sons  in  au ;  however,  mm 

*  A.  D.  379.— Four  Masters.  of  them  left  posterity  bat  the  eight 

41  Niall  I.    "  On  the  death  of  Crim-  above  mentioned  :  1.  Fiacaidh,  his  soa 


thann,  several  candidates  appeared  for  by  Carthann,  who  was  the  ancestor  of 

the  succession.     Enna  (kennsclach),  the  septs  of  MacEochajr^in  (Mageogfc- 

king  of  Leinstcr,  the  better  to  strong-  cgan),  and  O'Maclmhuaj^(O'Malloy); 

then  his  interest  seized  on  the  palace  2.  Laeeari,   or   Laeghairé    (Lamr*), 

of  Tara(Temhair).  but  soon  after  evac-  from  whom  came  the  O'CoindeibhsÍB 

uatcd  it.    Core,  king  of  Lcth  Mogha,  (O'Keudelan  or  Quintan),  of  Ui  Laes*> 

solicited  the  suffrages  of  the  princes  hari ;  3.  Conall  Crimthanm,   ancestor 

and  electors,  but  was  opposed  by  the  of  the   O'MaeikbechJainn   (O'Mrhjch 

whole   force  of  1/,'th  -  Cuinn.     These  lin) ;   4.  Mani,  from  whom  deseeadsd 

dreaded  the  power  of  the  Ilcbcrians,  Mac  Catharnaigh  (Mac  CSoAamj),  • 

who,  as  kings  of  Southern  Ireland,  ac-  name    now   changed    to    Fox,    with 

knowlcdged  no  kind  of  dependence  on  O'Breen  and  Magawley.      All  thw 

the  monarclis,  and  united,  as  one  man,  settled  in  Meath,  and  were  caUed  ftksj 

to  support  tho  claims  of  young  Niall,  Southern  Ui  NeilL    After  the  ettab- 

who  was  accordingly  elected.      Core  lishjnent  ofwiniames^theybrancbedoat 

protested  against  the  election,  and  ap-  into  many  sub^septajunongit  which  «M 

pealed  to  the  sword.    Much  blood  was  those  called  the  Four  Tribes  ofTembsir, 

•pill  on  the  occasion.    But  Torna,  the  namely,  O'Hart»  O'Regan,  O'KeUy  of 


gari,  Ki.na,  Mani,  Eogan,  two  Conalls  and  Carbri,  as  tlic  poet 
Beys  in  the  following  verse : 

"Joyful  the  heart  of  Roichnoch  bright! 
8be  bore  Laegari,  son  of  Niall, 
Enna  bimJ  Maui,  i.f  great  diicfs. 
Eogwi,  two  Conalls,  and  Carbri." 

-ALBA  for  the  first  time  receives  the  name  of  Scotia,  or  SCOTLAND 
— Ireland  rulkxl  SaAiti  Major;  Gotland,  BcoHa  Minor. 

The  monarch,  Ninll,  proceeded  to  Alba  with  a  powerful  army, 
for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  Dal-Riada,  niíu  of  implanting 
the  Scotie  race  in  that  country ;  for,  at  this  time,  they  were  ac- 

fuiring  supremacy  over  the  Cruthuigh,  who  are  culled  Picts. 
Le  was  the  first  person  that  gave  the  name  of  Scotia  to  Alba,  at 
■the  request  of  the  Dal-Riada,  and  other  tribes  of  the  Kuie  Scuit  ( i.e. 
the  Kindred  of  Scut).  lie  did  so,  however,  upon  condition  that 
tlieir  country  should  he  called  Scotia  Minor,  or  the  Lessor  Scot- 
land, whilst  Ireland  should  be  called  Scotia  M;ijor,  or  the  Greater 
Scotland.  It  was  through  a  pious  esteem  for  Scot;*,  daughter  of 
phnraoh  Nectonibus,  and  wife  of  Gulamb,  who  is  called  Miledh 
of  Spain,  from  whom  their  nation  had  sprung,  that  the  Dal-Riada 
preferred  to  give  the  nam?  ol' Scotia  to  Alba,  rather  than  that  of 
Uiberma. 

Camden  has  asserted,  in  his  Britannia,  that  Scotia  Minor  wbb 
the  name  of  Alba,  and  Scotia  Major  that  of  Eri.  lie  idso  informs 
lis  that  it  cannot  be  discovered  by  any  ancient  documents,  that 
the  A-lbanaigh,  or  -inhabitants  of  Alba,  had  ever  been  called 
Scots,  previous  to  the  reign  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  Constantino 
the  Great,  (A.  D.  299-330.)  Moreover,  this  learned  author 
speaks  of  the  Erennaigh,  or  natives  of  Eri,  as  Scotorum  Atavi, 
*Ta**  is,  the  Forefathers  of  the  Scots ;  thus  making  Known  to  us, 
*****  the  Scotie  nation,  dwelling  in  Alba,  had  sprung  from  an 
Irish),  stock.  He  makes  use  of  the  following  words  in  treating 
™  this  subject:  "The  Scoti,"  says  he,  "came  into  Ireland,  from 
Spain,  in  the  Fourth  Age."" 

Nennius,  a  British  author,  cited  by  Camden,  relates  that  it 

F^^ett  (not  the  tribe  O'Kellj  of  Ui  terity  formerly  inhabited  Oarbury  Gt» 

***"').  Md  O'Conolly.    The  four  otlier  ra,  in  county  of  Sligo ;  the  O'Ronainl 

™*     went    into    Ulster,   where    they  of  thnt  district  are  his  descendants : 

k!"^  *ide  territories;  they  were:  1.  4.  Enna  Finn,  his  youngest  son,  some  of 

^**°>  firom  whom  the  tribes  of  Ty-  whose  posterity  dwelt  formerly  in  Tu<-' 

UI~Í  "ajnely,  the  O'Neills  and   their  Enna,  in  Tir-Conailt,  and   others,   ar 

er°*jf°«i8  correktiyes;  2.  Conall  Qui-  O'Braennn  nfKinélEnna,ne»r  the  Hffl 

ijjfY^tti  whom  descend  tlieKiDtl  Con-  of  Uisncch,  in  Meath. 
iwiiS?*  i9'  ^6  clan  at  0'Domle11  *"&       B  Scoti  s*  Hispania  in  Hiberoiuji 

Q*b*id  oepW ;  3.  Carbri,  whose  poa-  quart»  state  nHfut 
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was  in  the  Fourth  Age,  that  the  Scots  (that  fa,  the  Kine  Scait), 

took  possession  of  Ireland. 

The  Annals  of  Ireland,  also,  make  it  perfectly  clear  that 
Alba  was  the  name  of  the  country  now  called  Scotland,  down  to 
the  time  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  when  the  Dal-Riada  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  it  called  Scotia,  a  name  by  which  both  them- 
selves and  their  posterity  have  continued  to  call  it  ever  since. 

It  is  said  to  have  received  the  name  of  Alba,  or  Albania,  from 
Albanactus,  the  third  son  of  Brutus,  for  it  was  the  portion,  which 
his  father  gave  to  him  as  an  inheritance.  According  to  Geoffrey 
of  Monmouth,  Brutus  had  three  sons,  namely,  Loegrius,  Camber, 
and  Albanactus.  Between  these  he  divided  the  island  of  Great 
Britain.  Loegrius  called  his  division  Loegria,  from  liis  own 
name ;  it  is  this  region  that  is  now  called  Anglia,  or  England. 
From  Camber,  that  region  which  is  now  called  JBretain  (Wales), 
received  the  name  of  Cambria.  From  Albanactus,  the  third 
division  was  called  Albania  (Scotland). 

Niall  Invades  Loegria — Expedition   to  Armorica — St.  PATRICK 

led  thence  into  captivity \  A.  D.  388.** 

From  Alba,  Niall  marched  with  a  numerous  army  into  Loe- 
gria, where  he  made  a  stationary  encampment ;  and  thence  he 
sent  a  fleet  to  Armorica,  which  Is  called  Bretagne,45  or  French 
Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  plundering  that  country.  From  this 
expedition  two  hundred  nobly-l)orn  children  were  brought  cap- 
tive into  Ireland ;  and  amongst  those  captives  was  St.  Patrick, 
then  sixteen  years  old,  and  his  two  sisters,4*  Darerca  and  Lupida, 
with  many  others. 

44  According  to  the  dates  given  in  yet  I  received  no  damage ;  nor  was  I 

Keating,  the  year  of  the  saint»  captiv-  affected  with  sloth/aloe»*,  for  then  the 

ity  should  be  386.    The  above  ia  the  spirit  of  God  was  warm  within  me." 

more  generally  received  epoch.    When  Whilst  here  he  perfected  himself  in  the 

brought  into  Ireland,  St.  Patrick  fell  knowledge  of  the  Gaelic  tongue,  nod 

to  the  share  of  Milcho,  a  petty  chieftain  made  himself  familiar  with  the  babiti 

of  the  Dal-Araide,  who  sent  hi  in  to  and  usages  of  the  people  of  whom  he 

feed  his  hogs  upon   Sliahh-Mis,  now  was  destined  to  become  the  apostle, 

called  Slemmish,  in  the  county  of  An-  thus  greatly  diminishing  the  difficulties 

trim.    Here  he  remained  in  servitude  of  his  future  mission.    We  are  told  that 

for  six  years,  during  which  time,  as  he  he  escaped  from  servitude  in  the  seventh 

tells  us  himself  in  tlnne  words,  "  My  year  of  his  bondage ;  though  tone  any 

constant  business  was  to  feed  the  hogs,  that  he  was  then  released  therefrom  in 

I  was  frequent  in  prayer  ;  the  love  and  accordance  with  a  law.  said  to  hare  er- 

fcar  of  God  more  and  more  inflamed  isted  in  Ireland,  which,  like  a  similar 

my  heart ;  my  fuith  was  enlarge»  1  and  Mosaic  one.  ordained  that  slaves  nhoeja* 

my  spirit  augmented ;  so  that  1  said  a  be  set  at  liberty  in  the  seventh  year, 

hundnid  prayers  by  day  and  almost  as  **  Bretagtie,  called  Britanny  by  the 

many  by  night ;  I  an  we  liefnre  day  in  English, 

the  snow,  iu  the  frost,  in  the  rain,  and  *  Jits  two  sitters.    Darerca  and  La* 
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The  Scots  of  th'-  Early  A$M  of  Chri-ili/mity. 

Numberless  authors  bear  testimony  that  Scotia  was  properly 
one  of  the  names  of  Ireland,  and  that  the  people  called  Scoti  or 
Scots,  were  Irish. 

Jonas  the  Abbot  uses  the  following  word*,  in  his  second  chap- 
ter, in  speaking  of  St.  Columkille :  "  Coluinbanus,"  says  he, 
"  who  is  also  called  Columba,  was  born  in  Hibcrnia,  which  a  now- 
inhabited  by  the  nation  of  the  Scoti."" 

V-  ed !:,  also,  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  hid  History 
of  the  Saxons,  tells  us  that  Ireland  was  the  native  country  of 
the  Scots:  here  are  his  words :  "Iliberniais  the  proper  father- 
land of  the  Scoti.""  The  same  author,  in  writing  about  the 
saints,  makes  use  of  another  expression  that  agrees  with  that 
just  quoted:  "St.  Kiliau,"  says  he,  "and  hia  two  companions 
came  from  Hibemia,  the  island  of  the  Scoti."**  From  this  it  ia 
evident  that  the  Irish  were  commonly  called  the  Scotic  nation 
in  the  time  of  Bede,  who  lived  about  seven  hundred  years  after 
Christ. 

Onosit'S,  who  lived  lcs3  than  four  hundred  years  after  Christ, 
corroborates  the  same  fact.  lie  speaks  thus  in  the  second  chap 
ter  of  his  first  book  :  "  Hiberuia  is  inhabited  by  the  nations  of 
the  Scoti. ""  Hence  it  is  clear  that  this  country,  which  is  called 
ZEri  and  Hibemia,  was  commonly  denominated  Scotia  by  the 
-writers  of  his  day. 

Serabiub,  writing  about  St.  Kiliau,  speaks  in  the  following 
a-nanner:  "The  holy  Kilian  was  of  the  race  of  the  Scoti."" 
-And  again  he  speaks  of  "  Scotia,  which  is  also  called  llibernia."" 
Capgravius  bears  testimony  upon  the  same  subject,  in  the 
following  words,  which  he  employs  in  treating  of  St.  Columba: 
"For  Hibcrnia  was  anciently  called  Scotia,  and  from  it  sprung 
sand  emigrated  the  nation  of  the  Scoti  which  inhabits  the  part  of 
-Albania  that  lies  nearest  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  has  been 
«aince  called  Scotia  from  the  fact."** 

M amah  us  Scotus,  an  Alban  (i.  e.  a  Scotch)  Writer,  bears 

^út»  are  enumerated  amongst  the  Irish        "  Hibemia  Scotorum  gentibos  ootp 

aaainta.    The  place  of  Lnpita'a  servitude  tar. 

-virus  the  plain  of  Morthemni,   in  the        "  Beatos  Kilianui  Scotorum  genere 
county  of  Loath.  *  Scotia  que  et  Hibemia  dicitnr. 

*  Colambanaa,  qui  et  Columb»  die-  "  Hibemia  eaun  antiquítas  Scott* 
'&tnr,  in  Hibernia  ortus  est ;  earn  See-  dicta  est,  de  qua  gens  Scotorum  Alba- 
■*omin  sens  incolit.  niam  Britannite  majori  proximam,  qn 

"  Hibernia  propria  Scotoruoi  patria  ab  eventu  modo  Scotia  dicitnr,  iiihaM- 

«et.  tat,  originem  dusit  et  progreeanro  bab- 

*  Sanctus  Kihanns  et  dno  Bocii  ejus  nit. 
**b  Hibemia  Seotonun  insula  veneruaL 
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similar  testimony  in  writing  on  the  subject  of  St.  Kilian.  Here 
are  his  words :  "  Although  that  part  of  Britannia  which  borders 
upon  Anglia,  and  stretches  towards  the  north,  is  at  present  dis- 
tinctively called  Scotia,  nevertheless,  the  Venerable  Bede  shows 
that  Hitiernia  was  formerly  known  by  that  name ;  for  he  informi 
us  that  the  nation  of  the  Picti  arrived  in  Hibemia  from  Scythia, 
and  that  they  found  there  the  nation  of  the  Scoti."*4 

(Lesarius,  also,  who  lived  less  than  six  hundred  years  after 
Christ,  gives  us  to  understand  by  his  words,  that  Scotia  was  a 
name  of  Ireland :  "Let  the  man  who  doubts  of  Purartory,"  says 
he,  "  proceed  to  Scotia,  and  there  let  him  enter  the  Purgatory  of 
St  Patrick,  and  thenceforward  he  will  never  doubt  of  the  pains 
of  Purgatory."**  From  this  writer's  words  it  must  be  understood 
that  Scotia  was  a  common  name  for  Ireland  at  that  time;  for 
there  is  no  place  in  Alba  that  is  called  the  Purgatory  of  St 
Patrick,  whilst  it  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  place  so  named 
in  Ireland ;  and  it  is  thence  manifest  that  Ireland  is  the  country 
which  Ctesarius  calls  Scotia. 

Serapius,  in  certain  remarks  which  he  makes  in  writing  about 
St.  Bonifacius,  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  above-cited  writers. 
He  says  that  "  Hibernia,  likewise,  claimed  Scotia  as  one  of  her 
names ;  but,  however,  because  a  certain  part  of  the  Scotic  nation 
emigrated  from  this  same  Hibernia  and  settled  in  those  parts  of 
Britannia  in  which  the  Picti  were  then  dwelling,  and  was  there 
called  the  nation  of  the  Dalreudini  (Dal-Riada),  from  the  name 
of  its  leader,  Rheuda  (Carbri-Riada),  as  the  Venerable  Bede 
relates ;  and  because  these  Dalreudini  afterwards  drove  the  Ficti 
from  their  homes,  and  seized  upon  the  entire  northern  region  to 
themselves,  and  gave  to  it  the  ancient  name  of  their  own  race; 
so  that  thus  the  nation  might  remain  undivided ;  in  this  mftmnfl* 
has  the  name  of  Scotia  become  ambiguous ;  one,  the  elder  and 
proper  Scotia,  being  in  Hibernia,  whilst  the  other,  the  more  re- 
cent, lies  in  the  northern  part  of  Britannia.""  From  the  words 
of  this  author  I  draw  three  conclusions :  the  first  conclusion  is, 


M  Etiamsi  hódic  Scotia  proprie  voca-  vindicavit,  qua  tamen  ex  Hibernia 

tur  ca  Britannia?  pars,  quae  ipsi  Ang-  Scotorum  pare  qoadam  cgreana  est,  ia 

lis  coutinens  ad  Scptcntrionalem  vergit,  caque  Britannia  ora  quasi  Picti  Jmi 

olim  tamen  eo  nomine  liibemiam  vo-  habebant,  consedcrunt ;  hi  quldem  prh> 

catum  fuissc  osteudit  vencrabilia  Beda,  cipio  duce  boo  Rheuda  Dalreudini  dfcfll 

cum  ex  Scythia  Pictorum  gentem  in  fuerunt,  ut  ait  YenerabU»  T 

liibemiam  voniasc  ait,  ibique  Scotorum  tea  tamen  Pictoa  inde  ipaos 

gentem  inveniase.  et  totum  illnd  latm  obtinnenmt 

'•*  Qui  de  Purgatorio  dubitat,  Sco-  vctus   gent»  mue  nomen  indkkrasft; 

tiam  pergat,  Purgatorium  Sancti  Pat-  ita  ut  Scotorum  gem  una  fieri!»  tei 

ricii  iutret,  et  do  pcenifl  Purgatorii  am-  Scotia  duplex  facta  git ;  una  vetst  Si 

pliua  non  dubitabit  propria  in  Hibernia,  recentior  altera  Is 

M  Hibernia  Scotia  sibi  nomen  etiam  Scptentrionali  Britannia 


f 
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that  the  Erennaigh  or  Irish,  WBre,  in  strict  truth,  the  real  Scoti ; 
the  second  is,  that  the;  Dtii-Kiadii  was  the  first  race,  ilweliing  in 
Alba  (Scotland),  to  which  the  name  of  Scot  was  applied;  the 
thirvl  conclusion  is  that  Eri  (Ireland)  was  the  true  ancient  Scotia, 
and  that  Alba  (Scotland)  was  the  new  Seoiia,  and  also  that  it 
was  the  Kinu  Seuit,  or  Tribe  of  Scot,  that  first  called  it  Scotia. 

Br/CUAXAX,  on  Albanach  (i.  e.  Scotch)  author,  has  a  passage 
that  agrt-'cs  with  the  above,  in  the  second  book  of  liis  History 
of  Scotland.  He  says  that,  "All  the  inhabitants  of  Ilibenua 
■were  originally  called  Scoti, as  Orosius  points  out;  and  our  own 
annals  tell  us  that  there  was  more  than  one  migration  of  the 
Scoti  from  Ilibernia  into  Albania.""  Hence  it  is  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  Dal-Riada  was  not  the  only  tribe  that  went  from 
Ireland  lo  dwell  in  Alba,  but  that  numerous  colonies  besides 
■went  to  make  settlements  therein  from  time  to  time. 

Irtish  Invasions  of  Atixt  or  Scotland — Irish  Settlements  therein. 

We  read  in  Irish  history  that  the  following  persons  made  ex- 
peditions to  Alba  from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  conquest  of  that  land. 

First,  Aengus  011-mucach,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Labranni,  made  an 
expedition  to  Alba  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  payment  of 
"the  head-rent  due  from  the  Cruthnigh  to  the  kings  of  Ireland. 
This  took  place  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  arri- 
"val  of  the  children  of  Miledh  in  Ireland.    ' 

In  like  manner,  Recta  Righ-derg  made  an  expedition  lo  Alba, 
Jong  ages  afterwards,  in  order  to  foree  the  payment  of  his  head- 
Stent 

Carbri  Riada"  then  invaded  the  north  of  Alba,  with  his  host, 
Jbr  the  purpose  of  making  conquests  therein.  It  is  the  posterity 
«f  this  Carbri  Riada  that  Rede  has  called  the  Dalreudim,  that  is, 
«be  Dal-Riada  of  Alba. 

"  Scoti  omnea  Hibermc  halritatorea  to  Scotland,  where,  as  Bede  telb  us, 

initio  rocabantur,  ut  indicat  Orosius  ;  "  bj  force  or   friendship   he  procured 

ucc  aemel  Scotorom  ex  Hibernii  tran-  settlements  for  himself.  From  tfcisteadar 

«atom   in  Albaniam  lactam,  noetri  ut  Riada,"  says  he,  "  their  posterity  are  to 

«angles  refenmt  this  day  called  Dal  Rendimh ;  dal,  in 

"  Carbri  Riada.     During  the  reign  their    language,   signifying    a    port." 

■of  Art  (from  A.  D.  152  to  182J  it  was,  This  in  certainly  the  first  regular  Soot 

«hat  the  eldest  Carbri,  son  of  Conari  tish   or  Irish   settlement   in   Albany; 

JI,  called  Riada,  or  the  Long  Arm,*  on  not  but  that  numbers  of  Irish  mart, 

■«count  of  his  settlements  so  remote  from  the  close   affinity  between   them 

from  each  other  as  Kerry  and  Antrim,  and  the  Picts,  have  resided  there  from 

■>r  the  Route,  aa  it  is  called,  passed  over  time  to  time  for  centuries  before.    Tha 

(settlement)  is  a  fact  upon  which  all 

•OrLomrR—hT   RU.fc.robMrtfoni  0at    **«  «"  unanimous,— O'ifolfe. 

■e'  tin  wnnis  HUth-f  hud.  {Xu-atlda.)  ran. 
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.Mac-Con  went  to  make  the  conquest  of  Alba  and  Britain ;  and 
it  was  thence  that  he  came  to  fight  the  battle  of  Mocrnmhi,  where 
Art  Aenfer,  king  of  Ireland,  fell,  so  that  Mac-Con  then  acquired 
the  sovereignty  of  all  Ireland  himself. 

Fathadh  Canann,"  son  of  Mac-Con,  went  to  Alba  at  a  subee- 

?uent  period,  and  conquered  an  inheritance  for  himself  therein, 
t  is  from  him  that  the  race  of  Mac  Alind  (Allen)  and  its  correl- 
ative branches  have  sprung. 

Again,  Colla  Uais  and  his  brothers  proceeded  to  Alba,  and 
there  acquired  large  possessions ;  and  from  this  Colla  Uais  are 
sprung  the  Mac  Donalds,"  both  of  Alba  and  of  Eri. 

Crimihann,  son  of  Fidach,  went  to  make  the  conquest  of  Alba 
whilst  he  was  monarch  of  Ireland. 

And  there,  also,  settled  Ere,  son  of  Eocaidh  Munremar,  son 
of  Aengus  Fert,"  one  of  the  descendants  of  Carbri  Riada.  They 
are  his  descendants"  that  are  called  the  tribe  Gabran  or  Kind 
Gabhrain  (Kinnaile  Qowrauin},  of  Alba,  and  the  Kinel  Lod- 
hairn  (Loam),  Kiiu-1  Comhghaill  {Cowill),  Kinel  Aengusa,  and 
Kinel  Conehriche  (Concreehí)  of  the  Isles. 


m  Fathadh  Cnnnnn— the  founder  of  time  that  intervened  between  the 

the  Campbells  and  their  correlatives,  as  of  the  father  of  Carbri  Riada,  Conari  II, 

before  stated.  king  of  Ireland,  who  was  slain  about 

*  Mac  Donalds.  According  to  0*-  A.  D.  152,  to  that  of  Loarn  Morv  MB 
Flaherty,  Somarli  or  Somhairli  (Sow-  of  Ere,  the  first  Scotic  king  of  Alba, 
trite),  the  twenty-fifth  descendant  of  who  conquered  the  throne  in  A.  D. 
Colla  Uais.  liad  two  sons,  Ranulph  ajid  503.  The  event  alluded  to  did  not  o> 
Dubgall :  from  the  latter  came  the  Mac  cur  for  more  than  a  century  after  Ni- 
Dugalds  or  Mac  Do  wells.  Ranulph  all's  reign.  Keating  records  it  ante 
begat  two  sons,  Rudraide  or  Roderic,  in  its  proper  place.  The  above  Br* 
from  whom  the  Mac  Rories  of  the  I  Feb-  was  the  founder  of  the  Dalriadic  Uaai 
rides  arc  sprung ;  second,  Dombnald  or  of  the  modern  Scotland.  O'Fbhertr 
Donald,  from  whom  the  Mac  Donalds  informs  us  that  this  ton,  Loarn  or  Loo> 
have  taken  their  name.  From  Sithach,  hare,  with  his  brothers,  Aeons  nod 
son  of  Eocaidh  Donn,  one  of  the  sons  Fergus,  obtained  the  command  of  the 
of  this  Dombnald,  came  the  Mac  Shee-  Dal-Riada,  and  took  possession  of  the 
hies,  in  Antrim  and  in  Minister.  The  country  of  the  Western  Picta,  A.  D. 
Mac  Donalds,  earls  of  Antrim,  are  more  502 ;  that  their  descendants]  held  the 
immediately  sprung  from  Dombnald,  royal  dignity  for  the  space  of  seven 
son  of  Aengus,  son  of  the  above-named  hundred  and  eighty-three  years,  frost 
Dombnald.  who  was  king  of  the  Heb-  Loarn  down  to  the  reign  of  Makmhl 
rides  and  of  Cantire,  in  the  reign  of  IV,  who  was  killed  in  1285.  Fev 
James  III,  of  Scotland. — See  Ogygia.  hundred  and  forty-three  years  had  then 
These  races  are  of  the  royal  of  Conn  elapsed  from  the  final  conquest  of  the 
of  the  Hundred  Buttles.        •  Picta  by  Kcneth  I,  and  two  tandrad 

*  Aenvflt*  Fert.     He  is   elsewhere  and  eighty-one  from  Malcolm  II, 
called  Acnirus  Fer.    The  Irish  gcncol-  was  the  first  that  assumed  the  title  of 
ogists  make  him  the  seventh  descendant  King  of  Scotland, 
from  Carbri  Riada.    O'Flaherty  con-  "  Descendants.      Those  euumera 
lectures  that  be  was  his  grandson ;  but  above   are  the  four  principal  tri 
he  is  decidedly  wrong.    Ten  genera-  sprang  from  the  sons  or  Ere 
tions  is  not  too  much  to  allow  for  the 
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;  Maui  Lemjpi*  sou  of  Core,  son  of  Lugaidh  (of  the  race  of 
Olild  Olum),  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Alba,  and  acquired  him* 

.  aelf  a  territory  there,  which  is  still  called  Magh  Lemna*4  (Moy 

Zewna  or  Lama).    From  it  the  "  Mor-mhaer  Lemhna"  (Afore- 

vayor-Leuma),  or  Great  Steward  of  Leinhain  had  his  title.    It  is 

lie  that  is  now  styled  the  Dukavof  Lenox.    It  is  also  from  the 

above-named  Mani  Lemna,  or  Mani  of  Lemhain.  that  the  noble 

house  of  Lenox"  has  drawn  its  origin.    From  a  oorother  of  Mani 

Lemna,  who  was  named  Garbri  Cruthnechan,"  or  Carbri  of  the 

Picte,  came  the  Eoganact  (Oivenaghfy.  of  Magh  Gerghenn  (Moy 

Oueryenn),  in  the  same  country.  But  it  was  alter  the  time  of  Niaft 

of  the  Nine  Hostages,  that  these  went  to  make  settlements  in  Alba. 

It  was,  also,  after  his  time  that  the  six  sons  of  Muredach,*  son 

of  Eogan,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  emigrated  thither. 

These  were  known  as  the  two  Loams,  the  two  Aenguses,  and  the 

two  Ferguses.    Thus,  it  may  be  asserted  of  all  the  Gaelic  tribes 

of  Alba,  that  their  nobles  have  sprung  from  the  Gaels  of  Ireland. 

However,  we  must  consider  as  of  Saxon,  and  not  of  Gaelic 

origin,  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alba  that  dwell  nearest  to 

England,  across  the  borders  of  which  they  had  been  formerly 

driven  by  William  the  Conqueror,  and  who  have  continued  in 

possession  of  the  "  Galldaoht*'"  (Gaullaghi),  or  lowlands  of  that 

•  Mam  Lemna,  L  e.  Mani  of  Lem-  was  descended  Henry  Stuart,  .Lord 
Ipin  (Lewin  or  Lawin).  The  river  Dandy,  the  father  of  James  I,  of  Eng- 
ww  called  the  Laane,  in  Kerry,  is  so  land-— See  Ozygia* 
qfenominated  in  Gaelic.  It  is  possible  *  Carbri  CrtUhnechan.  From  him 
-the  Mani  had  his  surname  from  it,  and  was  descended  Canich,the  Mor-mhaer  of 
that  the  name  was  then  first  transported  Marr,  ancestor  of  ancient  Earls  of  Marr, 
%o  Scotland  by  him.  His  brother,  Car-  who  fell  by  the  side  of  Brian,  at  Clontarf 
\>t\  the  Pict,  was  styled  also  Carbri  Lu-  *  This  is  a  mistake.  They  were  the 
sacra,  from  having  been  fostered  in  the  sons  of  Eocaidh  Mnnremar,  son  of  the 
^district  of  Laa chair,  in  Kerry.  This  Ere  last  mentioned.  It  was  the  last 
venders  it  likely  that  both  brotners  had  and  most  permanent  settlement,  and 
their  surnames  from  the  same  locality,  took  place  in  A.  D.  503. 

••  Magh    Lemna,     "  Levinia,    con-  m  Galladcht,  i.  e.  the  district  of  the  for- 

-tracted  into  Lennox  (as  if  Lemhnacht),  eigners.    There  had  been  for  some  cen- 

&  sitnated  near  Dumbriton  (Dumbar-  turies  previous  to  the  above-mentioned 

ton),  in  Scotland,  and  has  taken  its  event,  a  population  of  Teutonic  (proba- 

Dame  from  the  river  Levinn  ^ Lemhain),  bly  Danish)  origin  already  settled  in  that 

-which  washes  it    This  river,  flowing  portion  of  Scotland  which  lies  between 

from  Loch  Lomond,  is  called  Leavuin,  the  rivers  Tweed    and    Forth.     The 

In  the  vernacular  idiom,  and  the  coun-  Gaels  called  the  people  dwelling  in  this 

-try  is  called  Magh  Levna." — Ogygia.  district,  Gaill  or  Gauls,  which  was  their 

•  House  of  Lennox,  Donncadh,  general  name  for  all  who  were  not 
called  also  Duncan,  Earl  of  Lennox,  Gaels,  with  the  exception  of  the  Brit- 
"the  last  of  the  family,  died,  leaving  no  ons  and  Picts,  who  are  rarely  so  de- 
^nale  issue,  in  the  reign  of  Robert  II,  nominated.  At  the  time  of  the  con- 
of  Scotland.  One  of  his  daughters  quest  of  England  by  William  and  his 
married  Alan  Stuart,  a  near  relative  of  Gallc-Norman  followers,  and  when  Mal- 
ting Robert,  and  thus  transferred  the  colm  III.  was  king  of  Scotland,  this 
title  to  his  posterity.    From  this  Alan  Teutonio  settlement  received  a  large 
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country  ever  since.  Besides  these,  there  are  some  others  that 
we  shall  point  out  a  little  farther  on.  Stow  gives  us  informa- 
tion upon  this  subject  in  the  hundred  and  fifty-third  page  of  his 

accession  to  its  numbers  from  the  im-  tinct  populations ;  the  only  national 
migratiou  of  Saxon  and  Danish  refu-  division  observable  in  the  kingdom  of 
gees  from  England,  who  were  kindly  Scotland,  was  that  between  the  men 
received  by  the  Scotch  monarch.  Au-  who  spoke  the  Gaelic  language,  called 
gustin  Thierry  speaks  thus  upon  the  also  the  Erse,  i.  e.  Irish,  and  the  de- 
subject,  in  his  History  of  the  Norman  scendants  of  the  Teutonic  colonists, 
Conquest :  "  The  multitude  of  men  of  whose  idiom  was  alike  intelligible  to 
all  ranks  and  conditions  who,  after  a  the  English,  the  Danes  and  the  Gcr» 
futile  stru-rglc  against  the  invaders,  mans.  This  population,  the  nearest  to 
expatriated  themselves  to  Scotland,  England,  though  called  Scottish  by  the 
augmented  the  previous  mass  of  (jer-  English,  had  much  closer  affinity  with 
manic  population  established  between  the  latter  people  (from  resemblance  of 
the  Tweed  and  Forth.  The  kings  who  language  and  community  of  origin) 
succeeded  Malcolm  were  not  less  gene-  than  with  the  Scots  of  Gaelic  race, 
rous  than  he  to  these  refugees  ;  they  The  latter,  who  combined  with  a  some- 
gave  them  land  and  offices,  and  admit-  what  savage  pride,  habits  of  indepen- 
ted  them  into  their  state  councils,  where  deuce,  derived  from  their  organisation 
gradually  the  true  Scotic  language,  the  in  separate  clans  or  tribes,  had  frequent 
Gaelic  or  Erse,  was  supplanted  by  the  disputes  with  the  Teutonic  population 
Anglo-Danish,  spoken  in  the  Lowlands  of  the  southern  plains,  and  even  with 
of  Scotland.  By  the  some  revolution,  the  kings  of  Scotland.  The  latter  aJ- 
the  Scotch  kings  discarded  the  patro-  most  invariably  found  the  southern 
nymic  surname,  which  recalled  to  mind  Scots  disposed  to  aid  them  in  their  pro- 
their  Celtic  origin."  jects  against  the  liberty  of  the  dans, 
Haviug  referred  to  the  final  subjuga-  and  thus  the  instinctive  enmity  of  them 
tion  of  the  Picts  by  Kenneth  Mac  two  races,  the  fruit  of  diversity  of  ori» 
Alpin,  he  says :  "  The  nation  of  the  gin  and  language,  turned  to  the  profit 
Picts  lost  its  name  in  its  incorporation  of  royal  despotism.  This  experience, 
with  the  Scots ;  but  it  docs  not  appear  more  than  once  highly  profitable  to  the 
that  the  fusion  was  effected  on  unequal  successors  of  Kenneth  Mac AJpin,  save 
terms,  as  would,  doubtless,  have  been  them  a  great  affection  for  the  lowbinbV 
the  case  had  the  conquered  and  the  con-  crs  of  Scotland,  and  generally  for 
qucrors  been  of  different  race.    The  of  English  origin :  they  preferred 

latter  had  not  to  undergo  any  slavery —  strangers  to  the  men  who  4*w 

any  political  degradation ;  serfage,  the  from  the  same  ancestry  with  tbem- 
ordiuary  result  of  conquest  in  the  mid-  selves  ;  they  favored,  to  the  utmost  of 
die  ages,  was  not  established  in  Scot-  their  ability,  the  Scots  by  name,  at  the 
land.  Ere  long,  there  existed  north  expense  of  the  Scots  by  race,  and  re- 
of  the  Forth  but  oue  people,  and  it  eetved  with  the  utmost  cordiality  every 
early  became  a  fruitless  attempt  to  emigrant  from  England."  Further  on 
seek  the  traces  of  the  idiom  which  the  he  tells  us,  that  they  gave  to  these  far» 
Picts  had  spoken  in  the  time  of  their  eiguers  offices  and  lands  taken  from  the 
independence.  At  the  period  of  the  Gaels.  ^  As  a  just  punishment  for  their 
Norman  invasion  of  England,  there  ex-  tyrannical  encroachments  upon  the  an* 
isted  not  the  slightest  vestige  of  the  cient  usages  of  their  Gaelic  kinsmen. 
division  of  Scottish  Gail*  into  two  dis-  the  race  of  the  Dal-Riada  soon  ceased 
to  occupy  tlie  throne  of  ancient  Alba ; 

•  It  1b  to  be  remarked,  that  in  the  above  quo-  -- 

tattnn  the  word  (raef  I»  n*ed  In  the  *en«e  of  <  'fit  were  a  Celtic  people,  he  etToacooaly  oppMeo"— 

Thierry,  being  ignorant  of  the  iiaelic  toufcne,  them  the  name  of  en  Iberie  people,  who.  tl 

tltouirht  It  ftvnonymotift  with  (iaUu*,  the  name  the  language-  tboj  then  andoabtedly  epofce 

by  which  the  Celt»  of  Gallia  were  known,   liar  dialect  of  the  Ce'tlc  tonne,  hero  not  yet 

tag  vary  learnedly  abown  that  the  Cruthnigh  proved  to  have  been  of  Oefcio  or%Ja.-4Ml 
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Annals,  He  there  tells  us  that  William,  king  of  Alba,  was 
captured  by  Henry  11,  king  of  England,  and  then  sent  by 
the  latter  to  the  city  of  Rouen,  in  Normandy,  as  his  prisoner. 
JFhere  he  was  kept  in  bondage  by  his  captor  until  he  was  forced 
to  pay  a  ransom  of  four  hundred  marks  for  his  liberty. 
Then,  when  returning  to  his  own  country,  at  peace  with  the 
king  of  England,  he  took  with  him  to  Alba  a  number  of  young 
English  nobles,  from  whom  he  had  received  kindness  and  friend- 
ship during  his  captivity.  Upon  these  and  their  heirs  after 
them,  he  bestowed  lands  and  territories,  which  are  possessed  by 
of  their  posterity  to  the  present  day.  The  following 
the  names  of  some  of  the  families  descended  from  those 
that  followed  him  from  England  upon  that  occasion,  namely : 
Salioll,  Brace,  Rawley,  Mowbray,  Sinclair,  Hangiford,  Ramsey, 
Bissey,  Bovce,  Montgomery,  Walley,  Colley,  Milley,  Frazer, 
Graham  and  Gurley.**  This  immigration  tooK  place  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1174. 

Buchanan  fully  bears  out  all  I  heretofore  asserted  as  to  the  origi- 
nal application  of  the  names,  Scot  and  Scotia.  In  the  thirty- 
£3urtn  page  of  the  second  book  of  his  History  of  Scotland,  he 
iys :  "  Because  the  two  nations,  that  is  to  say,  the  natives  of 
r  tbernia  and  the  colonists  that  went  forth  from  them  to  dwell 
Albania,  were  both  originally  called  by  the  common  name  of 
i,  in  order  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other,  people 
m  to  name  the  former  Hibernian  Scoti,  and  the  latter  Aloa- 
Jdian  Scoti."**  From  these  words  of  Buchanan  two  things  must 
te  understood :  the  first  of  these  is,  that  Ireland  was  the  country 
^vhence  the  Scots  emigrated  in  order  to  colonize  Alba ;  the  next 
is,  that  Scoti,  or  Scots,  was  a  common  appellation  of  the  Irish 
jDeople  from  the  beginning. 

Inroads  of  the  Scots  and  Picls  into  Britain. 

Previous  to  returning  to  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  I  here 

t  down,  in  support  of  all  I  have  hitherto  advanced  on  the 

ubject,  last  treated  of,  certain  facts  which  have  been  extracted 

rom  the  Chronicle  of  Stow ;  for  I  deem  that  what  I  shall  here- 

fter  relate  of  that  monarch,  on  the  authority  of  Irish  history, 

pplanted  by  their  Norman  guests,  have  been  misspelled  or  mistaken   by 

>e    Baliols,  Bruces  and  Stuarts,  the  Keating's  transcribers. 

oyal  line  of  Kenneth  Mac  Alpin  bo-  w  Principio,  cum    utrique,  id    est, 

me   extinguished  or  reduced  to  ob-  ITiberniae  incolae  et  colon i  eorum  in 

rity.  Albium   missi  Scoti  appellarentur,  ut 

*  'fhe   Editor  is  not  sure  that  all  discrimine  aliquo  altcri  ab  alteris  dis- 

e  above  names  belong  to  the  lowland  tinguerentur,  initio  coepere  alteri  Scoti 

cotch.     lie  thiuks  that  some  of  them  Uibernii,  alteri  Scoti  Albani  vocari. 
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will  appear  the  more  credible  by  reason  of  mv  transcribing 
these  matters  from  the  work  of  a  foreign  chronicler.  Here  is 
what  Stow  relates : 

14  A.  D.  73.  Mauritius  Arviragus,  being  king  of  the  Britonsf 
Rughri,  or  Bogerus,  king  of  the  Picts,  a  people  of  Scythian 
origin,  and  accompanied  by  the  Scots,  invaded  Britain  for  pur- 
pose of  conquest,  devastating  that  country  with  sword  and  fire. 
Whereupon,  the  above-named  Mauritius  gave  them  battle,  and 
dew  Rughri  and  numbers  of  his  host  therein.  To  those  that 
survived  this  battle  he  gave  a  territory  to  inhabit,  in  the  north 
of  Alba.    They,  then,  demanded  wives™  of  the  Britons,  but  were 

™  Wives,    "  The  friendship,  founded  highlanders  Jiad,  at  the  period  we  are 

upon  this  early  connection,  was  kept  now  treating  of,  assumed  a  stiO  more 

alive  by  continued  intercourse  between  audacious   and   formidable  character. 

the  two  nations ;  and  though  the  foot-  and,  about  the  middle  of  the  fourth 

ing  the  Irish  obtained  in  the   third  century,  so  destructive   bad  become 

century,  upon  the  western  coast  of  their  inroads,  that  it  required  the  pres- 

North  Britain,  produced  a  jealousy  ence  of  the  son  of  Constantino  to  make 

which  sometimes  disturbed  this  small  head  against,  and  repel  them.    What- 

colony,  the  advantage  derived  by  both  ever  differences  their  relative  position, 

nations  from  such  an  alliance,  kept  as  rival  neighbors,  had  given  rise  to, 

their  fierce  and  feverish  union  unbro-  were  entirely  merged  in  tneir  common 

ken.    In  addition  to  this,  the  pride  object  of  harassing  the  Britons ;  whom 

that  Ireland  naturally  felt  in  the  task  a  native  historian  describes  as  trembl- 

of  watching   over   and  nursing  that  ing  with  fear  of  a  new  visitation,  while 

germ  of  future  dominion  which  she  stul  fainting  from  the  dire  effects  of  the 

planted  in  North  Britain,  her  kings  tempest  which  had  just  swept  over 

and  princes,  eternally  at  war  with  each  them.    To  deliver  the  province  from 

other,  as  naturally  looked  beyond  their  this  scourge,  one  of  the  bravest  of  the 

own  shores  for  allies ;  accordingly,  as  Roman  generals,  Theodosina,  wee  now 

in  the  case  of  the  monarch  Tuathal,  appointed  to  the  military  command  of 

who  owed  his  throne  to  the  aid  of  Britain;   and,  after  two  active  cam- 

Fictish  arms,  we  find  the  alliance  of  paigns,  during  which  he  bad  to  contend 

that  people  frequently  resorted  to  as  a  not  only  with  the  Picts  and  Scots  by 

means  of  turning  the  scale  of  internal  land,  but  also  with  their  new  allies*  the 

strife.    On  the  other  hand,  the  hardy  Saxon  pirates,  by  sea,  he  at  length  boo- 

highlanders  of  Caledonia,  in  the  con-  ceeded  in  delivering  Britain  from  her 

staut  warfare  they  waged  against  their  inveterate  invaders.    To  snoh  daring 

southern  neighbors,  were  no  less  ready  lengths  had  some  of  the  incursions  Into 

to  resort  to  the  assistance  of  a  peo-  her  territory  extended,  that,  on  the 

pie  fully  as  restless  and  pugnacious  as  arrival  of  the  Roman  general,  he  CraaL 

thcmsclvcs,  and  whose   manners   and  the  Picts  and  their  allies  advanced  as? 

habits,  from  a  long  course  of  connec-  far  as  London  and  Kent.    In  aQ  this» 

tion,  were,  it  is  probable,  little  different  warfare,  the  Scots  of  Ireland  were  no» 

from  their  own.  As  some  defence  against  less  active  than  their  brethren  of  At- 

these  two  hostile  nations,  the  Romans  bany ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  remarkable 

had,  at  different  intervals  during  the  that  the  Roman  commander,  thnqgfc 

second  and  third  centuries,  erected  those  fitting  ont  a  fleet  to  chastise  the  Saxov 
throe  great  walls  or  ramparts  on  the    in  the  Orcades,  should  yet  have  left 

northern   frontier    of   their  province,  Ireland,  whose  currachs  wafted  eve? 

whose  remains  still  continue  to  occupy  such  hostile  swarms  to  his  shores,  stiQ 

the  research  and  speculation  of  the  an-  exempt  from  invasion.    That  his  lest 

tiquary.    But  the  hostility  of  these  chased,  however,  some  of  her 
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refiued;  they  next  demanded  them  of  the  Irish,  who  granted 
their  request"  Bat  what  Stow  recounts  as  then  happening  to 
£0^  Jting  of  the  Picts,  is  but  what  really  happened  long 
before  his  time,  to  that  chieftain  of  die  Piots,  who  took  wives 
with  Mm  out  of  Ireland,  in  the  days  of  Erimhdn,  as  we  hare 
heretofore  mentioned;  an  event  that  occurred  more  than  one 
thousand  three  hundred  years  before  Mauritius  held  the  sover- 
eignty of  Britain. 

The  same  author  says  that  it  was  in  the  above-mentioned 
year  (A.  D.  78),  that  Yespasianus  was  saluted  emperor  of  Rome, 
end  that  the  Monastery  of  Glastonbury  was  built  He  also 
xelates  that  the  Emperor,  who  was  named  Aurelianus,  lived 
about  two  hundred  and  seventy  years  after  the  birth  of  Christ ; 
and  that  Pelagius,  a  Briton,  first  began  to  disseminate  his  heresy 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  three  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

About  this  time,  the  tribes  of  the  Soots  and  the  Picta  were 
incessantly  plundering  and  devastating  Great  Britain;  where» 
*ipon,  the  Britons  sent  an  embassy  to  the  Emperor  Honoring 
to  demand  aid  from  him ;  but  he  did  nothing  more  than  send 
them  a  letter,  in  which  he  encouraged  them  to  do  the  best  they 
«xmld  towards  aiding  themselves  by  their  own  exertions.  The 
xeeult  of  this  reply  was,  that  the  Britons  lay  for  a  long  time 
«object  to  the  oppression  of  the  Scots  and  the  Piots.  Again 
'they  sent  an  embassy  to  Borne,  to  make  their  complaint  of  the 
liaraships  to  which  those  invaders  had  reduced  them.  But  upon 
*his  occasion  the  Bomans  sent  to  their  relief  an  armed  force, 
'which  consisted  of  a  legion  of  effective  men.  Aided  by  this 
^reinforcement,  they  met  the  Picts  and  Scots  in  many  engage- 
ments. But  the  Bomans  at  length  got  tired  of  the  warfare,  and 
^old  the  Britons  to  build  a  wall  or  a  dike  between  them  and 
"those  bad  neighbors  of  theirs,  for  that  they  themselves  could 
xiot  avoid  returning  to  Rome. 

Upon  this  the  Britons,  when  forsaken  by  the  Romans,  con- 
structed a  dike  or  rampart  of  earth,  extending  from  sea  to  sea, 
fcetween  themselves  and  the  Scots  and  Picts. 

But,  when  the  latter  nations  had  heard  that  the  Romans  had 

5>rsaken  their  British  subjects,  they  broke  through  the  dike  and 

ung  themselves  upon  the  Britons,  plundering  and  devastating 

lieir  country.     This  forced  the  Britons  to  send  an  embassy  to 

their  own  northern  harbors,  may  poem,  describe  briefly  and  picturesque- 
concluded  from  a  passage  of  a  poem  ly  the  signal  triumph  over  the  three 
i  Claudian,  which  commemorates  this  hostile     nations     which     Theodosius 
W ;  achieved : 

„,       .    «     "  Neo  Wso  nomIne  PIct08  ^  u  Madueranwt  Baxone  ftw 

gdomuit,  Scotumque  vago  mucrone  sacutna  Orcadea,  inculuit  Pictorum  sanguine  Tbula. 

Prtgit  U/perborwa  velia  aadacU>ua  undaa."  Bcotorom  oomulo»  flerit  glacialis  km*/' 

The  following  lines,  from  the  same   — Moore't  History  of  Ireland. 
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Rome  for  the  third  time,  begging  not  to  have  their  enemie 
allowed  to  destroy  them  in  such  a  terrible  manner.  Upon  thii 
the  Romans  sent  another  legion  to  their  relief,  and  by  it  seven 
battles  were  fought  against  the  Scots  and  Picts,  after  its  arriva 
in  Britain.  In  these  engagements,  great  numbers  of  the  despoil 
ers  were  slain  bv  the  Romans,  and  the  remainder  were  drnrei 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  wall  or  dike  of  which  I  have  alreadi 
spoken.  The  Romans  then,  having  thus  relieved  their  allies 
told  the  latter  that  it  was  of  no  advantage  to  themselves  to  conn 
to  their  assistance  on  any  other  expedition,  and  that  they  shouh 
therefore  take  counsel,  and  consider  by  what  measures  thej 
might  protect  themselves  from  their  enemies  for  the  future.  I 
was  when  the  Romans  had  thus  given  them  up,  that  the  Britonj 
commenced  to  build  that  wall  of  mason-work,  which  extendi 
from  sea  to  sea,  between  Britain  and  Alba.  According  toBede 
in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  his  History  of  th< 
Saxons,  it  was  eight  feet  in  thickness  and  twelve  feet  in  height 
As  soon  as  the  Scots  and  Picts  had  heard  that  the  Roman 
had  now  given  up  all  intention  of  ever  again  coming  to  the  ak 
of  their  British  subject^,  they  mustered  together  a  numerous 
army  and  marched  towards  the  said  wall,  and  forcing  their  waj 
over  it,  thev  overran  the  whole  of  the  laud  with  lire  and  sword 
They  thus  compelled  the  natives  of  that  country  to  quit  their  citie 
and  dwellings,  and  flee  for  safetv  into  forests  and  wildernesses 
where  they  had  no  food  but  the  flesh  of  wild  beasts  which  the] 
took  bv  hunting.  It  was  then  that  the  remnant  of  them  tha 
survived  wrote  pitcously  to  the  Roman  Consul,  named  Aetius 
supplicating  his  assistance,  and  telling  him  that  they  were  hem 
mod  in  between  their  enemies ;  for  those  of  them  that  took  V 
the  sea,  fleeing  from  the  enemy,  were  drowned,  and  those  tha 
turned  awav  from  the  sea  were  slain  bv  the  enemy.  So  Bed 
informs  us,  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  hi 
History  of  the  Saxons,  where  he  repeats  the  words  of  th 
Britons,  making  their  complaint  to  the  Romans  of  the  oppres 
sions  of  the  Scots  and  the  Picts.  The  following  art*  the  word 
he  there  uses:  u  The  Barbarians  drive  us  upon  the  sea,  the  se 
throws  us  back  upon  th«»  Barbarians;  so  that,  between  tbet 
both,  two  species  of  deaths  arise  before  us,  for  we  are  eithc 
slaughtered  or  we  are  drowned."71  Hence  it  is  to  ha  understood 
that  the  tyranny  exercised  by  the  Scots  of  Ireland  over  th 

Britons  was  verv  «xreat  indeed. 

•.   » 

Ncnnius,  an  old   British  historian,  quoted  by  Speed  in  hi 
Chronicle,  relates  that  this  oppression  of  the    Britons  by  ill 

n  Repel  hint   Itarhuri  ad  marc,  re-    poncra  funernm  oriuntur,  aut  jngtd 
pellit  mare  ad  Barbaras,  inter  lux*  duo    mur  aut  mcrgimor. 
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Soots  and  Picta  luted  for  forty  years.  Camden,  who  agrees 
with  him,  tells  ns,  that  "in  the  four  hundredth  year  after  the  inva- 
sion of  Caesar,  Britannia  was  delivered  up  to  the  barbarities  of 
the  Sooti  and  the  PictL"*  The  same  thing  may  be  learned  from 
the  words  of  Bede,  in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  his  above-cited 
fourth  book,  where,  in  speaking  of  the  Irish,  he  uses  the  follow* 
ing  terms :  "  Those  audacious  Hibernian  robbers  return  to  their 
homes,  determined  to  come  back  hither  again  at  no  distant 
time."*  This  expression  of  Bede  gives  us  plainly  to  understand, 
that  the  Irish  were  in  the  frequent  habit  of  making  plundering 
expeditions  into  Britain. 

As  to  the  Britons,  they  continued  for  a  long  time  to  be  thus 
slaughtered  and  plundered  by  the  Scots  and  the  Picts,  after  the 
Bomans  had  forsaken  them.  But  this  was  not  the  only  misfor- 
tune they  had  to  suffer  at  that  period ;  for  the  Pelagian*4  heresy 
Trai  then  leading  the  British  people  astray.  To  meet  this  evil, 
1to  Britons  determined  to  address  themselves  to  the  Gallic  clergy 
aod  ask  of  them  to  send  prelates  and  preachers  to  their  country 
Aom  Gaul,  in  order  to  put  down  the  Pelagian  errors.  The  clergy 
of  Gaul  sat  in  council  thereupon,  and  came  to  the  resolution  of 
«ending  two  holy  bishops  to  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  dissemi- 
zutmg  the  pure  faith ;  these  were  Germanus,  bisnop  of  Auxerre, 
mod  Lupus/11  bishop  of  Troyes,  who  overcame  the  heretics  soon 
•fcr  their  arrival 

*  Anno  50  a  Cteaaria  ingreasu  Bri-  in  Wales.    There  appears  littfo  doubt» 

■to»  Ffetorum  immsnitate  relinqui-  however,  that  this  statement  is  errone- 

tnr.  cms,  and  that  the  monastery  to  which 

^^Beverfcmtarinipudentesgrassatores  he  belonged  was  that  of  Bangor,  or 

Qbemi  donram  post  non  longum  temp*  rather   Banchor,  near   Carrickfergus. 

^wreiwiri.                                          •  Two  of  the  most  learned,  indeed,  of  all 

^*  Pelagian  heresy.    In  speaking  as  the  writers  respecting  the  heresy  which 

5**fte extent  to  which  Christianity  had  bears  his  name,  admit  Pelagius,  no  less 

^jen  established  in  Ireland  before  St.  than  his  disciple,  to  have  been  a  native 

^«trick's  arrival,    Moore   makes  the  of  Ireland.    A  country  that  could  pro- 

i^jowing  judicious  remarks  respecting  duce,  before  the  middle  of  the  fourth 

2?**  native   country  of  Pelagius,  the  century,  two  such  distinguished  men  as 

S?11*^  of  this  heresy,  and  upon  his  Pelagius  and  Celestius,  could  hardly 

Cripple,  Celestius :    "  Though    unfur-  have  been  a  novice,  at  that  time,  in 

?*J*l»d  with  any  direct  evidence  as  to  the  civilization,  however  far  from  the  rest 

^^~%i<His  state  of  the  Irish  in  their  own  of  Europe  she  had  hitherto  remained.1' 

j°ontry,  we  have  a  proof  of  how  ear-  — History  of  Ireland. 

^  they  began  to  distinguish  themselves  n  Germanus  and  Lupus.     Shortly 

the  continent,  as  Christian  writers  after  his  release  from  his  captivity  in 

í*d  m  scholars,  in  the  persons  of  Pela-  Ireland,  St.  Patrick  placed  himself  un- 

"^08,  the  eminent  heresiarch,  and  his  der  the  spiritual  direction  of  the  first 

^ple  disciple,  Celestius.   That  the  latter  of  these  prelates  (called  St.  Germain 

«»a  Scot,  or  native  of  Ireland,  is  al-  by  the  French),  "  a  man,"  says  Moore, 

st  universally  admitted  ;  but  of  Pe-  "  of  distinguished  reputation  in  those 

to,  it  is  fn  general  asserted  that  he  times,  both  as  a  civilian  and  an  ecclesi- 

'  a  Briton,  and  a  monk  of  Bangor,  astic.    In  429  (shortly  previous  to  hit 
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A.  D.  474.  Although  we  have  shown  that  a  continua 
was  waged  by  the  Scots  and  Picts  against  the  Britons  do' 
the  year  of  our  Lord  four  hundred  and  forty-seven,  wher 
tigern78  was  king  of  the  latter  nation,  still  it  was  not  im 
reign  that  God,  in  vengeance  for  their  evil  passions,  their 
and  their  sins,  gave  to  those  Scots  and  Picts  a  thorough  u 
dom  over  them.  Thus  were  they  compelled  to  invite  H 
and  Horsa  to  bring  over  an  army  of  Germans  to  aid  them  a 
their  victorious  enemies.  Of  these  Germans,  God  made  sex 
to  punish  their  crimes,  for  by  them  have  the  Britons  bet 
prived  of  the  full  sovereignty  of  the  greater  part  of  their 
try  ever  since. 

The  chronicles  of  Britain  relate,  as  Stow  sets  down  in  tl 

Eage  of  his  Annals,  printed  in  London  in  A.  D.  1614,  tba 
undred  and  eighty  of  the  nobles  of  Britain  were  treaohe: 
murdered  by  these  German  Saxons,  and  that  Aurelius  A 
sius,  then  king  of  Britain,  caused  certain  stones,  which  ] 
brought  over  from  Sliabh-g-Clari,  in  Munster,  to  be  rets 
memorials  upon  the  place  where  these  nobles  had  been  a 
tered ;  and  that  it  was  in  that  same  place  that  he  was  h 
interred.  Its  name,  at  that  time,  was  Chorea  Giganttn 
present  name  is  Stonehenge,77  and  it  is  situated  upon  Sal 
Plain.  The  same  author  tells  us  that  these  stones  had  bee 
inally  brought  from  Africa  by  the  Gaels ;  and  Geoffrey  of 
mouth,  asserts  that  no  two  stones  of  those,  there  electee 
been  brought  from  the  same  country.     From  this  tradition 

mission  to  Ireland)  we  find  him  accom-  assistance  of  these  allies,  Britaii 

panying  St  Germain  and  Lupus  in  their  length  relieved  from  the  picsow 

expedition  to  Britain,  for  the  purpose  Scotish  and  Pictish  ravage». 

of  eradicating  from  that  couutry  the  ever,  the  Saxon*  soon  took  pc 

errors  of  Pelagianism."  of  the  whole  island  to  themes! 

™  Vortigern.    The  incursions  of  the  either  drove  the  effeminate  Brit* 

Scots  and  Picts  compelled  numbers  of  the  more  fertile  portion  of  the  < 

the  Homauizcd  Britons  to  flee  for  ref-  into  Cambria,  Cornwall,  or,  si 

uge  to  their  kinsmen,  the  natives  of  ly,  reduced  many  of  them  to  i 

Annorica,  since  called  Gallic  Britain  The  Saxons  next  made  a  prÍTmt 

or  Bretagnc,  from  them.    The  remain-  with  the  Scots  and  Picts,  ai 

dor  elected  over  them  a  supreme  king,  possession  of  their  British  con] 

whom  historians  call  Vortigern,  though  til  they,  too,  were  conquered 

this  was  seemingly  but  his  title,  being  turn  by  the  French  Normans, 

a   British  synonym  of  "  Mor-tigerna"  n  Stonehenge.    The  statemi 

(more-teeuerna),  great  lord,  which  makes  this  most  remarkable  droidic 

Mhor-tighcrna  (Vore-teerna)  in  one  of  was  erected  at  so  late  a  perk 

its  inflections.    Some  place  his  election  course,  erroneous.    It  must  In 

in  445,  others  in  436.    But  his  abilities  erected  when  druidism  was  in 

were  not  equal  to  the  difficulties  of  his  flourishing  condition,  and  at  k 

position,  and  he  had  recourse  to  the  su-  vious  to  the  connection  of  Bril 

icidal  measure  of  calling  over  the  Sax-  the  Romans. 
0Q9  to  his  aid,  from  Germany.    By  the 
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we  may  infer  that  the  Gaels  were  in  the  habit  of  going  on 
lering  expeditions  to  Africa,  and  consequently  that  they 
extended  their  sway  over  other  countries  besides  Ireland, 
then,  any  person  be  surprised  at  these  matters!  or  disbelieve 
jm  altogether,  let  the  blame  thereof  rest  with  himself  for  not 
having  either  seen  or  investigated  ancient  documents;  for  men 
are  often  ignorant  of  troths,  because  they  have  made  no  acquaint- 
ance with  the  writings  of  the  ancients,  as  Macrobius  remarks 
in  the  sixth  book  of  his  Saturnalia;  he  there  says  that  we 
ate  ignorant  "  of  many  things  which  would  not  be  concealed 
from  us,  if  we  would  only  give  ourselves  the  habit  of  reading 
the  works  of  ancient  authors."* 

Then,  when  we  state,  that  the  Soots  and  Picts  had  imposed  a 
tjibute  upon  the  Britons,  the  reader,  if  he  believe  not  our  words, 
may  so  and  read  the  Chronicle  of  Camden,  and  he  will  there 
flad  the  following  assertion :  "  The  Britons  were  made  tributary 
to  the  Scots  and  Pacts  in,  the  year  of  our  Lord,  four  hundred  and 
seventy-six,"19    And  when  we  tell  that  the  Picts»  in  their  turn. 
Were  overpowered  by  the  Scots  at  the  time  that  Kinneidi,  son  of 
Alpin,  was  Xing  of  Alba,  about  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
after  the  birth  of  Christ,  let  him  again  read  the  Chronicle  of 
ten,  and  he  will  find  the  same  fact  recorded  therein.    Again, 
m  we  state  that  no  foreign  nation  ever  made  theconquest  of  Ire-* 
lipid,  with  the  exception  of  those  races  that  succeeded  one  another 
áa.  dwellers  upon  its  soil  from  age  to  age,  namely,  Partholan,  the 
Children  of  Nemedh,  the  Fer-Bolgs,  tíie  Tuatha-Dé-Dananns,  and 
the  sons  of  Miledh,  it  might  possibly  happen  that  some  person 
would  be  found  to  disbelieve  us,  were  we  not  able  to  refer  him 
to  a  fact  stated  by  Gulielmus  Neubrigensis,  where  he  speaks  of 
Ireland,  in  the  twenty-sixth  chapter  of  his  second  boolk,  he  in- 
forms us  that  "  Hibernia  was  never  subjected  to  any  foreign 
domination."80    In  like  manner,  ifj  in  writing  about  Niall  of  the 
Nine  Hostages,  we  shall  state  any  fact  of  which  the  reader  has 
&«ver  heard  before,  let  him  learn  that  we  have  both  traditional 
^d  documentary  evidence  in  support  of  every  assertion  that 
shall  be  made  by  us  in  relation  to  him. 

The  Place  of  St.  Patrick's  Nativity. 

We  read  in  a  life  of  St.  Patrick,  which  we  found  written  upon 

t©11»  *n  an  ancien*  manuscript  book,  which  also  contains  lives 

°*  St.  Mocbuda,  St.  Alban,  and  other  saints,  that  he  was  by  birth 

Multa  ignoramus  quae  non  later-       TO  Britanni  facti  sunt  tributarii  Sco- 
°*>  si  yeterum  lectio  nobis  caset  la-    tis  et  Pictis,  anno  476. 
nuliarÍ8.  w  Hibernia  nunquam  extern©  sub 

jacuit  ditioni. 
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From  these  woros  we  must  believe  that  Niall  invaded  Great 
an,  and  that  he  gained  great  power  therein. 

I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  toe  above-mentioned  fleet  bad  been 
despatched  by  Niall  to  plunder  the  coasts  of  Gaul,  whilst  he 
was  himself  extending  his  sway  over  Great  Britain ;  and  that 
a  descent  had  been  made  upon  that  region  of  the  Gallic  coast, 
then  called  Armories,  but  which  is  now  known  as  Little 
Britain,*  or  Brittany.  The  feet  that  the  mother  of  St  Patriate 
was  the  sister  of  St  Martin,  who  was  bishop  of  Tours,  in  Franee,- 


qua  mormbatur  Dime  Patricia*,  et,  coo-  now  ctfled  Boulogne;  8t  Patrick,  i* 

*eto   Hiberaomm  more,  multi  iode  appears,  was  bora.    That  itwasootfae 

oaptíviducti  rant,  inter  quos  erat  Divus  Armoriesnooajrtlielisdbeeninaó^eap- 

Patricios,  etatie  stun  anno  decimo  sex-  tive,  in  hk  boyhood,  all  the  writers  of 

to,  et  duo  ejus  torores  Lapida  et  Darer-  his  life  agree ;  and  as  it  is  allowed,  also, 

cm :  et  ductus  est  Divus  Patricias  in  by  the  same  authorities,  that  his  famfly 

Qiberoiaai  captivus  aano  bobo  Neill,  was  resident  there  at  the  time,  tfcetfe 

tfeg-is  Hiberaue,  aoi  potentur  27  annos  arose  a  difficulty  as  to  the  cause  of  their 

ft^gnavit,  ac  Bntanniam   et  Angliam  migration  thither  from  the  banks  of  the 

Macrae  ad  mare,  quod  est  inter  Angliam  Clyde,  which  the  fact,  apparent  from 

et  Galliam  devastabit  his  own  statement,  that  Armorica  was 

•  Moore,  who  seen»  to  have  studied  setnaUy  the  pboe  of  his  birth,  disposes 

^ttdcx»JBdned>arnedlyandimpartiiaiy,  ofsatiafrctoriry.    His  family  was,  «she 

tfce  various  conflicting  testimonies  with  informs  us,  respectable,  his  frther  bs*w 

Regard    to   St   Patrick's  birthplace,  ing  held  the  office  of  Decoxioor  Munj- 

ses  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  eipsl  Senator ;  though,  as  it  appears, 

Keating,  and  comes  to  .the  eonclu-  •  he  afterwards  entered  holy  orders,  and 

that  he-was  a  native  of  Armorie  was  a  deacon.    From  a  passage  in  the 

Bespectinr   his  birthplace,-  letter  of  the  saint  to  Óorotíca*,  i t  b 

,-ht,-  there  has  been  much  difference  •apposed,  and  not  improbably,  that  Us 

opinion— the  prevailing  notion  being  «nfly  may  have  been  of  Roman  ort» 

tjiat  he  was  born  at  Alcmit,  now  Dan-  §jn  »  a°d  the  opinion  that  his  mother, 

barton,  in  North  Britain.    It  is  only,  Oonchessa,  was  a  native  of  some  part 

however,  by  a  very  forced  and  false  of  Gaql,  is  concurred  in  by  all  the  old 

^Construction  of  some  evidence  on  the  ^80  writers." 

^rubject,  that  any  part  of  Great  Britain  Th©  following  pedigree  of  St.  Pat- 

—        be  assigned  as  the  birthplace  of  ri(*»  «t  into  Irish  verse  by  Flann,  Ab- 

ssunt ;  and  his  own  Confession,  a  °°t  of.  Monasterboiee,  in  the  9th  oen- 

k    of    acknowledged  genuineness,  taiT»  is  given  in  the  Annals  of  the 

^*roves  him  to  have  been  a  native  of  the  Four  Masters,  and  various  other  an» 

*^ld  Gallican,  or  Armorie  Britain  *  The  tiwrities  : 

Country  anciently  known  by  this  name,  «  TMtK  Abbot  of  aU  ^ 

^omprued  the  whole  or  the  north-west  Was  son  of  Caiprann,  son  of  Fotatde, 

of  Gaul;  and  in  the  territory  8on  of  D^  the  praiseworthy 

*°n  of  ST0**  Cormac,  son  of  Lelbrutta, 

_,  _  ___      _.  v  i  n  1-. i        II               ^T"  8°B  °t  Ota,  son  of  Orrio  the  good, 

PatrtSJÍ1,S^S2SlÍS  ffli^i-J? * «?  *°n  of  Molrtc,  «on  of  Leo  thilacky. 

5LE-!H?  prVnf^i  qSLfcl1  ta  ^v8^  ^11  of  lUxiaPas,  'tis  meet  to  nametim, 

^^--ISS^n^EaMV^hA^  Son  of  the  taJl  «d  «r  Bfccrette, 

^*!^^^_^Í"~aM#!í-          r,  ,        *  So»1  °t  Pi"*  t**t  of  men, 

rm-U  ia,  Ihadji>rmyfii^ramé  OafariUut,  &,n  of  Ferenl  the  serene 

^*  *"*2*-**"  Tlé/>f^V\  *%??*  V****  Son  of  Brltan .•  that  sea-Stter 

^  Pr%tyt*r*w*0  frwM  <»  **•  •*"»__"'  9"!f"  From  ^om  the  stalwart  Britons  sprang. 

^ssm  TaSernto.    Jlj  vumédajmaUvWaintAe  Cochnlas  was  his  modest  mother; 

*_^W«_f*S  a"?  *  <""  «^.««f  /  «m  Nemthor  was  his  native  town; 

**ads  eapt4v*AJ>T.  Lanlgan  has  elaariy  shown  Of  Momha  no  small  share  had  he, 

^Jbat  Bonarem  Tnbernl»  was  in  Armorie  Gaol,  ^tom  ^now  Patrick  sared  her  son** 
Eyeing  the  same  town  as  Bonlogne-sor-mer,  In 

"*"""  *Tfc*tU,  BrlUuVMl. 
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or  Gaul,  both  prove  the  truth  of  this  supposition  of  mine,  and 
confirm  what  is  read  in  the  old  Irish  manuscripts,  which  contain 
lives  of  St  Patrick  written  in  the  Gaelic  tongue,  for  these  ex* 
pressly  inform  us  that  Armorica  was  the  country  whence  St 
Patrick  and  his  two  sisters  were  taken  off  into  captivity.  It  is 
also  very  likely»  as  Niall  was  then  engaged  in  making  the  con- 
quest ot  Great  Britain,  that  the  latter  was  the  country  whence 
he  despatched  his  fleet  to  ravage  the  coast  of  Gaul,  whence  St. 
Patrick  and  those  led  off  in  his  company  into  captivity  were  then 
dwelling.  Besides  the  above,  we  learn  from  our  ancient  records, 
that  Gaul  did  actually  send  its  hostages  to  Niall.  St  Patrick,  I 
deem  to  have  been  one  of  these. 


NxalVs  Last  Expedition — Ilia  Assassination  by  Eocaidh,  King  of 
Lcinster,  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Loire. 


As  to  the  adventures  of  Niall,  when  he  had  exacted  a  mul- 
titude of  hostages  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  he  returned 
to  Ireland,  accompanied  by  a  numerous   army,   composed  as 
well  of  British  as  of  Irish  warriors.    lie  next  set  about  muster- 
ing an  additional  force,  and  therefore  sent  word  to  Alba,  to  the 
chieftain  of  the  Dal-Riada,  commanding  that  prince  to  prepare 
to  follow  him  forthwith,  with  a  large  body  of  men,  into  GauL 
lie  then  sailed  for  that  country  himself,  at  the  head  of  a  power- 
ful army.    There,  he  was  overtaken  by  the  prince  of  tlie  Dal- 
Kiada,  as  he  was  plundering  that  portion  of  the  Gallic  land  that 
lies  along  the  river  Loire.     Now,  some  time  previous  to  this, 
Niall  had  driven  the  king  of  Lcinster,  namely,  Eocaidh,  son  of 
Enna  Kenn-selach,  as  an  exile  into  Alba,  where  he  abode  under 
the  protection  of  Gabran,  son  of  Domhangort    On  the  present 
occasion,  when  the  chieftain  of  the  Dal-lliada,  who  was  this  same 
Gabran,  followed  Niall  into  Gaul,  Eocaidh,  the  banished  kinfl  of 
Lcinster,  followed  in  his  host,  but  yet  he  never  ventured  to  go  into 
the  presence  of  the  Irish  monarcli.     There,  whilst  Niall  was  on 
the  bank  of  the  above-named  river,**  Eocaidh  entered  a  grove 
that  grew  on  the  side  opposite  him,  and  then  adjusted  an  arrow 
on  his  bow,  wherewith  he  made  a  shot  at  his  royal  foe,  and  pierced 
him  through  the  body  with  his  shaft.    Niall  immediately  died 
upon  the  spot,  from  the  effects  of  that  wound. 


"  River.    Moore  and  other»  are  of    Keating  calls  Leor,  could  not  be  tbl 
opinion  that  Niall  was  plain  near  Koii-    Loire, 
lognc-sur-mcr.    If  b»>,  this  river,  which 


I 


THE    HLSTORV    OF    IRELAND. 


(buses  of  tite  King  of  Leinster  s  Vengeance  upon  Niall — invasion 
1  Ireland  by  Aerlgan,  King  of  Alia. 

The  enmity  between  Niall  and  Eocaidh  arose  from  the  fact, 
«hat  the  Leinster  prince  had  made  an  attempt  to  usurp  the  throne" 
of  Temhair  of  the  Kings,  and  supplant  Niall  in  the  monarchy. 
iBut,  when  ho  had  seized  upon  the  royal  residence,  and  had  held 
it  for  nine  days  in  defiance  of  NiaU,  a  certain  learned  druid  came 
before  him  and  declared,  that  it  waa  not  lawful  for  him  to  vio- 
late the  gesa,  or  sacred  restrictions  of  Temhair.  "  For,"  said  he, 
"  it  is  one  of  its  gesa,  that  no  king  should  take  his  seat  therein, 
for  the  purpose  of  assuming  the  monarchy  of  Ireland,  until  he 
had  first  received  'Nasg  Niadli*  fined  mmaftiipm]  hia  neck." 
This  waa  the  same  as  to  have  said,  that,  previous  to  seizing  upon 
the  Irish  throne,  he  should  have  first  received  the  degre« 
of  Knight  of  Chivalry.  For,  as  the  Knight  of  Chivalry  is 
styled  Miles  Torquatus,  that  is,  warrior  of  the  torque  or  collar,  bo 
also  was  the  knight  or  champion  styled  "  Niadh  Naisg,"  which 
means  the  same  thing,  by  the  Gaels,  when  he  had  duly  received 
the  "  nasg,"  that  is  the  collar  or  chain  of  chivalry  to  wear  upon 
his  neck.  "Niadh,"  indeed,  means  the  same  thing  as  cham- 
pion, or  warrior,  and  "Nasg"  is  the  same  as  "slabhra,"  (slowra,) 
which  means  a  chain.  After  hearing  the  druid'a  warning, 
rixaidh  retired  from  Temhair,  and  relinquished  the  royal  dig- 
nity. Niall  then  came  and  took  Ms  scat  at  Temhair,  and,  hav- 
ing assumed  the  government  of  Ireland  into  his  own  hands,  he 
banished  Eocaidh  to  Alba ;  but,  as  we  have  stated  already,  this 
did  not  occur  until  many  battles  had  been  decided  between  them. 

There  was  also  another  cause  of  enmity  between  them.  For, 
when  Eocaidh  was  returning  to  Leinster  from  Temhair,  he 
visited  the  house  of  Laeidkenn,  son  of  Barkidh,  the  druid  of 
Niall ;  and,  whilst  he  waa  staying  there,  the  son  of  the  druid  ut- 
tered some  defamatory  reflections  upon  him.  Thereupon  Eocaidh 
slew  htm  on  tM  spot  The  druid,  then,  went  to  complain  of 
the  outrage  to  Niall,  and  entreated  of  him  to  come  and  wreak 
vengeance  upon  the  Leinstermen  for  his  son's  death.  Thus 
spurred  on  by  the  druid,  Niall  marched  into  Leinster  with  a  nu- 
merous and  imposing  force,  with  the  intention  of  devastating  that 
province.  When  they  had  arrived  in  Leinster,  the  druid  would 
not  consent  to  Niall's  receiving  from  the  Leinstermen  any  gift  or 
compensation,  in  cattle  or  otherwise,  until  they  had  first  delivered 

■'  Usurp  the  kingdom.  Thisattcmpt  the  royal  candidates,  that  previowjh 
waa  made  daring  one  of  Nidi's  ttma-    contended  with  Niall   for  tee  thnm 
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up  the  Dody  of  their  prince  into  the  monarch's  hands.  When 
this  had  been  done,  the  druid  caused  Eocaidh  to  be  tied  to  a  nil- 
lar  stone,  which  is  still  to  be  seen  to  the  west  of  the  Slangi,*  be- 
tween Kill-Brighdi  (KiU-Breedie)  and  Tulach-O-Feidlin  (Tullagk» 
O-Feilin),  and  that  stone  stands  thus :  it  is  both  high  and  broad, 
and  it  is  perforated  near  its  summit  Eocaidh  was  then  forced  to 
stand  up  with  his  back  placed  against  this  stone,  and  they  bound 
him  thereto  with  an  iron  chain,  with  which  they  had  girded  him 
round  the  waist.  The  ends  of  this  chain,  they  made  last  by 
means  of  two  loops.  When  the  druid  had  got  him  into  this  po- 
sition, he  procured  nine  warriors,  whom  he  sent  to  put  him  to 
death.  But,  when  Eocaidh  perceived  his  executioners  approach- 
ing with  intent  to  slay  him,  he  made  a  sudden  and  vigorous  effort, 
whereby  he  strained  the  chain,  and  broke  the  bolt  wherewith  its 
ends  were  fastened.  He  then  rushed  upon  his  assassins,  some  of 
whom  he  slew,  and  thus  made  his  escape,  so  that  no  more  was  heard 
of  him  until  he  had  arrived  in  Alba,  where  he  placed  himself  under 
the  safeguard  of  Gabran,  son  of  Domhangort,  as  we  have  above 
recorded  And  such  was  the  second  cause  of  the  hatred  which 
Eocaidh  bore  to  Niall. 

After  this,  whilst  Eocaidh  was  living  in  banishment  in  Alba, 
it  happened  that  the  wife  of  Gabran,  son  of  Domhangort,  whose 
name  was  Inghenach  (Inneenagh),  and  his  own  wife  Feidlin 
(Feileen),  daughter  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Dathi,  both  became  preg- 
nant at  the  same  time,  and  they  were  both  brought  to  bed  on  the 
same  night.  The  two  women  were  then  shut  up  together  in  the 
same  house,  in  which  no  person  was  allowed  to  remain  but 
themselves.  Outside  a  guard  was  set  upon  them  by  Gabran.  Am 
to  the  women :  the  wife  of  Gabran  brought  forth  a  daughter,  and 
the  wife  of  Eocaidh  twin  sons.  Then,  for  she  had  never  borne 
any  children  but  daughters,  Gabran's  wife  entreated  of  the  wife 
of  Eocaidh  to  give  her  one  of  the  twin  sons,  and  the  latter  con- 
sented thereto.  And  when  the  household  folk,  who  were  on 
guard,  had  perceived  that  the  children  had  been  born,  they  de- 
manded of  their  queen  what  description  of  chiUMhe  had  brought 
forth ;  and  she  made  known  to  them  that  she  had  Riven  birth  to 
a  son  and  a  daughter,  and  that  the  wife  of  Eocaidh  had  given 
birth  to  a  son.  At  this  news  they  were  all  rejoiced ;  and  a  name 
was  given  to  that  son  which  the  queen  had  received  from  the 
wife  of  the  Leinster  prince,  and  he  was  called  Aedgan.  And  a 
name  was  also  given  to  tne  other  son  of  Eocaidh,  and  he  w 
called  Brann-dubh,  son  of  Eocaidh.  Eocaidh  afterwards  return 
to  Ireland,  where  he  regained  his  kingdom  of  Leinster, 
thither  he  also  brought  his  son  Brann  dubh. 

■  Shngi.    The  river  Skny,  in  Wexford. 


*** 
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After  Borne  considerable  time,  Gabran,  chieftain  of  the  Dal* 
Biada,  who  was  also  king  of  Alba,  died,  and  Aedgan  succeeded 
him  as  sovereign  of  that  country.  This  Aedgan  soon  came  to 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  spoil  and  pillage,  as  well  as  of  con- 
quering the  country,  in  right  of  his  being  one  of  the  posterity  of 
Carbri  Biada.  With  him  came  a  large  force,  composed  of 
Albans,  Saxons,  and  Britons.  Upon  landing,  he  first  led  his 
forces  into  Leinster,  and  began  to  pillage  that  principality. 
But  Brann-dubh,  son  of  Eocaidh,  was  now  the  king  of  Leinster, 
and  to  him  Áedgan  sent  an  embassy  demanding  hostages  as 
securities  for  the  payment  of  tribute  to  himself;  and  threat- 
ening, in  case  of  refusal,  to  lay  waste  the  whole  of  Lein- 
ster. Brann-dubh  was  in  great  trouble  by  reason  of  this  mes- 
sage; but  his  mother  told  him  to  be  of  good  cheer,  for  that 
she  would  herself  turn  Aedgan  off  his  purpose.  With  this  in» 
tent,  she  set  out  for  the  camp  of  the  King  of  Alba,  and,  when  ar- 
rived there,  she  demanded  of  him  why  it  was  that  he  had  come 
to  ruin  Leinster.  "Hag/'  said  he,  "  I  am  not  bound  to  give  any 
excuse  for  my  actions  to  thee."  "  If  I  am  a  hag,"  replied  she, 
"thy  own  mother  is  a  hag  likewise.  ButI  have  a  secret  to  com- 
municate to  thee."  Upon  this,  Aedgan  retired  with  her  into  a 
private  place,  and  there  she  addressed  him  in  these  words:  " O 
Aedgan,"  said  she,  "  I  have  told  thee  that  thy  mother  is  a  hag, 
if  I  am  one.  I  now  tell  thee,  that  I  am  myself  thy  mother,  ana 
that  Brann-dubh  is  thy  brother.  For  this  reason,  send  to  Alba 
for  the  woman,  who  is  supposed  to  be  thy  mother,  and  she  will 
acknowledge,  m  my  presence,  that  it  was  I  that  cave  thee  birth. 
Then,  give  up  this  devastation  of  Leinster,  until  she  and  I  be 
brought  face  to  face."  Aedgan  then  did  as  she  requested ;  and, 
when  the  two  women  were  brought  together,  the  Queen  of  Alba 
acknowledged,  that  it  was  the  mother  of  Brann-dubh  that  had 
given  birth  to  Aedgan.  When  that  king  had  heard  this,  he 
bound  the  women  to  keep  the  matter  inviolably  secret,  for  fear 
that  he  might  himself  be  compelled  by  the  Dal-Kiada  to  give  up 
the  sovereignty  df  Alba,  should  they  come  to  know  his  true  origin. 
Brann-dubh  was  then  sent  for,  and  a  friendly  alliance  was  struck 
between  the  brothers.  After  this,  Aedgan  left  the  country  with- 
out committing  any  more  depredations  therein. 

The  Posterity*  of  Niall  or  the  XJi  Neitl — Origin  of  the  surname 

Naei-ghiallach. 

As  to  the  monarch  Niall,  of  whose  reign  we  have  last  treated ; 
numerous,  indeed,  are  the  races  descended  from  him  at  this  day 

•  Posterity  of  Niall.    The  famous   history,  were  all  descended  from  the 
ft i  Neill,  so  often  mentioned  In  Irish   eight  eons  of  this  Niall,  who  is  oftea 
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in  Ireland,  all  sprung  from  those  eight  sons  of  his,  whom  we 
have  named  heretofore.  But  I  shall  not  enumerate  them  here, 
because  I  wish  to  treat  of  them  at  some  length,  in  tracing  the 
genealogy  of  the  Children  of  Miledh. 

The  reason  why  this  king  was  styled  Niall  Naei-ghiallach,  was 
because  he  had  received  "naei  geill"  (not  gwfe),  that  is,  nine 
hostages,  from  as  many  subject  kingdoms.  Of  these,  five  were 
from  the  Fifths,  or  five  provinces  into  which  Ireland  was  divided, 
and  four  were  from  Alba.  It  was  upon  this  subject  that  the 
bard  composed  tfce  following  lay : 

"  Sod  of  the  high  and  haughty  Eocaidh 
Was  mighty  Niall,  the  all-glorious, 
Who  gained  the  powerful  sovereignty 
Of  En  and  Albania. 

"  One  hostage  from  each  Irish  Fifth 
He  conquered  by  his  victories. 
Pledges  of  homage  to  his  power, 
From  Alba  came  four  hostages. 

"  The  very  hunters  of  the  game 
Heard  his  command  in  forests  wild — 
Through  all  those  realms  the  sway  was  owned 
Of  knightly  Niall  Naei-ghiallach." 

DATHI,  ABD-RIGH 

A.  D.  404."  Dathi,  son  of  Fiacaidh,  or  Fiachra,  son  of  Eoea£3fc 
Muigh-medon,  son  of  Murcdach  Tirech,  of  the  line  of  Tfrimfafo 
held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  twenty-three  years.     R» 

styled  the  Great    It  is  to  be  remarked,  and  inspired  the  mnim  nf  fTanflka  fca  hjpj 

that  the  name  of  O'Neill,  which  one  sept  praise.  <By  him/says  thepoet^speaUmrk 

of  his  posterity  afterwards   adopted,  the  person  of  Britannia,  'T  was  proteáeo 

was  not  derived  immediately  from  him,  when  the  Scot  moved  all  Irriana  awajmjl 

but  from  one  of  the  descendants  of  his  me,  and  the  ocean  foamed  with  hbhat> 

son  Eogan.    "  His  posterity,"  says  0  •  tile  oars.'*    From  another  of  tma  pa> 

Flaherty,  "  established  and  perpetuated  et's  eulogies,  it  appeaxa  that  ths)  fust 

the  monarchy  of  Ireland  on  so  perma-  of  the  Roman  Ijiion  which  goavisi 

nent  a  basis,  that  almost  all  the  follow-  the  frontier  against  the  invading  8eotL 

ing  kings  of  Ireland  were  descended  procured  for  it  the  distinction  or  haltf 

from  him,  besides  many  noble  families  one  of  those  wnwnoned  to  the 

and  illustrious  personages.    Also,  near-  of  Stilicho,  when  the  Goths 

ly  three  hundred  of  his  descendants,  Home." 

eminent  for  their  learning  and  the  sane-  *  A.  D.  405* — Four  MaMeru 

tity  of  their  lives,  have  been  enrolled   Ail_  ._ ■ 


in  the  catalogue  of  the  saints."    Of  his  n^t  ^  utoto  gpuwtt r 

foreign  expeditions,  Moore  informs  us  Thu*  well  translated  m  the 

that "  it  was  against  the  incursions  of  Camden : 

this  adventurous  monarch,  that  some  of  «  wimb  Btott 

thoae  successes  were  achieved  by  the  sbor^ 

Rnmaiw,which  threw  such  lustre  around  ^1**^" 
the  military  administration  of  Stilicho, 
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(Fniti'  i,  daughter  of  Eooaidh,  was  bi.«  first  wife,  and  from  her  Craa- 
ohnin-t'eli  has  had  its  sans,  llis  second  wife  was  Ethni,  daugh- 
ter of  Or&eh,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  Olild  Molt.  His  third 
wife  wafl  called  limy  Hi  (Hua),  daughter  of  Artigh  Uct-lethai), 
son  of  Fer-conga;  this  was  the  mother  of  Maosadh  Blgnoh,  in 
giving  birth  to  whom  she  expired.  Of  the  line  of  Dathi  arc 
the  races  of  O'Sechiiasaigh  (0',Shini:/h»c^>,,)  0'Dul>hda  (O'Doiih 
da),  and  O'h-Edhin  (O' Ilvynr).  Feredach  waa  his  first  and  real 
name.  The  reason  why  tie  was  called  Dathi,  was  because  of 
the  celerity  with  which  "he  waa  wont  to  put  on  his  armor ;  for 
dathi  means  the  same  tiling  as  tapa  or  quick ;  therefore  did  that 
surname  adhere  to  him. 
And  the  manner  in  which  Dathi  waa  slam,"  waa  this ;  to  wit,  a 

'  Slam.      The 
death  is  told 

in  the  genealogical  memoir  of  his  de-  thi  that  Lis  ivign  might  continue  _. 
«endants,  the  Ui  Fiachraoh,  compiled  longer  ;  and  he  also  prayed  that  his 
in  Irish  by  the  celebrated  antiquary,  monument  or  tomb  might  not  be  re- 
Duold  Mac  Firbis,  anil  published  by  morkable.  The  life  of  Dathi  endured 
the  Irish  Architolopical  Society,  :  "Ila-  ni)  longer  than  until  he  had  the  tower 
thi  went  afterward;  with  the  men  of  destroyed,  when  there  cume  a  flask  of 
Eri.  across  the  Muir-n-leht  (i.  e.  tin  lightning  from  Heaven,  -which  struck 
Iccian  Sta,  between  Gaul  and  Britain),  him  dead  upon  the  spot  Formemus 
towards  Lciitha,  until  he  reached  the  then  «rent  one  thousand  paces  down  the 
Alps,  to  reveiiL'c  the  di-alh  of  Niall  of  mountain,  and  dwelt  in  another  habita- 
the  Nine  Hostages.  This  was  the  time  tion.  .  .  .  Ainhalgaidh,  the  bod  of 
that  Formeniua.  or  Parmeniiis,  king  of  Dathi,  then  assumed  the  command  of 
Thrace,  took  up  his  residence  in  the  the  men  of  Eri,  and  he  curried  the  dead 
Alps,  having  lied  from  his  kingdom  and  body  of  his  father  with  him.  Dungal, 
retired  thither,  for  the  love  of  God,  as  Flangus,  Tuathat,  aud  Tumaltach,  were 
a  pilgrim.  He  erected  there  a  circular  the  four  servants  of  truat  who  carried 
tower  of  soils  arid  -t"iu's.  .-r\!y  li-ct  in  wii.li  tlicin  tin-  corpse  of  Ihe  king." 
height,  and  he  lived  in  the  middle  of  "The  monument  of  Datbi,  which  is 
the  tower,  eleven  feet  from  the  light,  a  small  circular  mound,  with  a  pillar- 
and  he  saw  not  a  ray  of  the  sua  or  stone  of  red  sand-stone,  is  situated  out- 
other  light  aide  the  enclosure  {of  Itotkrrozh-ut)  at 
"  Dathi  came  to  the  tower.  He  was  a  short  distance  to  the  east,  and  ma; 
called  Dathi,  from  Us  Cipertcess  at  in-  be  at  once  identified,  from  the  following 
fading  and  shooting  ;  for  if  there  were  notice  of  it,  given  by  the  celebrated 
one  hundred  persons  shooting  arrows  or  antiquary,  Duald  Mac  Firbis  [in  the 
javelins  at  him,  he  would  be  protected  tract  just  quoted),  in  1666  : 
against  them  by  the  activity  of  his  "  '  The  body  of  Dathi  was  brought 
hands  in  guarding;  wherefore  the  name  to  Grnachan,  and  it  was  interred  at 
of  Dathi  clung  to  him.  Feradach  wag  Releg-na-Righ,  where  the  most  of  the 
his  Dame  when  be  went  to  the  East,  and  kings  of  the  race  of  Erimhin  were 
it  was  on  his  expedition  in  the  East,  buried,  and  where  to  this  day  the  Bed 
that  he  was  called  Dathi.  When  the  Pillar-stone  remains  as  a  stone  monu- 
kiiig's  people  saw  the  tower,  they  went  ment  over  his  grave,  near  Bath  Cni- 
to  demolish  it,  and  they  tore  it  down  ochan,  to  this  time,  1666.' " — Pdrie's 
and  plundered  it  Formenius  felt  the  Roun.!  Towers. 
wind  coming  to  him,  and  God  raised  Dathi  is  said  to  have  been  the  last 
him  up,  in  a  blaze  of  fire,  one  thousand  of  the  Pagan  kings  of  Ireland.    In  his 
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flaming  thunder  bolt,  shot  from  heaven,  smote  him  upon  the 
head  whilst  he  was  making  conquests  in  Gaul.  It  was  near  the 
mountains  called  the  Alps  that  he  fell  by  the  vengeance  of  God; 
for  he  had  plundered  the  sanctuary  of  a  holy  hermit  named 
Parmenius,  who  cursed  him  therefor.  And  when  he  had  been 
slain  after  that  manner,  his  people  brought  back  his  body  to 
Ireland,  and  there  buried  it  at  Cruachain,  in  Boilig-na-righ. 

reign,  the  king  of  Monster,  or  Leth  was  king  of  North  Mutator ;  and  Brio» 
Mogha,  was  Nadfraech,  son  of  Core ;   dubh,  son  of  Eocaidh,  son  of 
Cas,  son  of  Conall  of  the  Fleet  Steeds,  was  King  of 

rhd  or  thb  ran  book. 


PORAS  FEASA  AR  EIRINNf 

OK, 

HISTORY    OF    IRELAND. 


BOOK      II. 

PART    1. 


Sanderson'  has  asserted  in  the  first  book  of  hia  work  upon  the 
Anglican  schism,  that  the  Irish,  upon  their  conversion  to  the 
faith,  immediately  submitted  both  themselves  and  their  posses- 
sions to  the  government  and  control  of  the  Roman  Pontiff;  and 
that  they  had  not  ever  acknowledged  any  supremo  prince,  except 
the  Bishop  of  Rome,  until  the  sovereignty  of  their  country  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  "of  the  English.  The  following  are  this 
author's  words:  "From  the  licgitunn.tr,  immediately  after  their 
reception  of  the  (Christian)  religion,  the  Hibernians  submitted 
both  themselves  and  all  their  possessions  to  the  sway  of  the  Ro- 
man Pontiff,  and  they  did  never,  ap  to  that  time  (the  English 
invasion),  acknowledge  any  supreme  sovereign  of  Hibernia,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  Roman  Pontiff."1  But  the  falsehood  of 
such  an  assertion  is  very  evident,  for  the  Psalter  of  Cashel  not  only 
tells  us  that  Irial,  the  Prophet,  did  himself  rule  Ireland,  as  its 
king,  but  it  also  enumerates  all  the  kings  of  his  hlood,  who  suc- 
ceeded him  on  the  throne,  both  previous  to  the  planting  of  the 
Faith  by  St.  Patrick,  and  subsequent  to  the  time  of  that  apostle. 
The  following  are  its  exact  words;  "Irial,  the  prophet,  nad  a 

1  Sanderson.   This  was  Dr.   Robert  '  Hibernia   initio,  etatim  post  rclig- 

Sanderson,  Professor  of  Theology  in  ionem  acceptam,  se   anaqne  omnia  in 

tin  University  of  Oxford,  and  author  Fontifieis  Roman!  ditionem  dederunt, 

of  a  learned  and  highly  esteemed  work  nee  qnemquam  alium  snpremmn  princi- 

npon  the  Protestant  Reformation  in  pern  Hibernii ;  ad  illnd  tuque  tempos 

England,  styled,  De  Sthámau  Anglt-  Prater  unum   Pontiflcem  Romanum 

conn.    He  was  a.  contemporary  of  Dr.  agnovemnt. 
Keating. 

DM] 


•  Irial  Propheta  per  decern   annos  dace   Turgeaio,  terrain  banc 

in  Hibernia    regnavit,  ct,  antcKjuam  runt 
regula  Ghristi  per  Patricium  semmata       *    A    tempore   Turgesii  usque   ad 

esset  in  Hibernia  de  «cmine  ejnsdem  re-  ultimum  monarchum,  Kodericnm,  Goo- 

gis  refrnavcrunt  suj)cr  Hiberniam  quin-  acie  regem,  decern  et  septem  regm  m 

quapriiita  septcm  rejrps.  ct,  post  Patri-  Hibernia  rcgnavcrunt. 
cium    de    prole    ipsius    quinquaginta        *   Moriadacho  glorioao  gratia  Dei. 

reges.  regi  Hibcrnite.    . 

4  Ab  adventu  Sancti  Patricii  usque        T  Lanfraucus,  peccator,  et  indigVB 

ad  Fcidlimidii,  regU  Momoni»  tempore,  sanctae  Dorovernerais  ecckske  rano- 

triginta  trcs  reges  per  quadringentos  pus,  magnifico  regi  Hibernia»,  Towkl» 

annos  in  nibernia  rejmaverunt  *  tetn-  vacho  benedictiooem  cum  serritio  et 

pore  autcm  Fcidlimidii  Xorveciences,  orationibua. 


398  THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 

reign  of  ten  years,  and  fifty-seven  kings  of  his  royal  blood  reigned 
over  Hibernia,  previous  to  the  propagation  of  the  law  of  Christ 
in  that  country  by  Patricius ;  and,  after  the  time  of  Patricias, 
there  were  fifty  kings  of  the  race  of  the  same  Irial.,?*  This 
account  is  confirmed  by  the  ancient  annals  of  Ireland,  by  the 
Keim  Riogra,  or  Royal  Roll,  and  by  all  our  records.  The*  Pol  i- 
chronicon  speaks  thus  upon  the  samesubject :  "  From  the  coming 
of  the  holy  Patricius  to  the  time  of  Feidlimidius,  king  of  Minister, 
a  space  of  four  hundred  years,  their  reigned  thirty  •three  kings  of 
Hibernia;  but  in  the  time  of  Feidlimidius,  the  Norvecienses 
(Norwegians),  commanded  by  Turgesius,  seized  upon  this  land."1 
From  this  it  must  be  understood  that  there  were  kings  over 
Ireland  subsequently  to  the  time  of  St.  Patrick.  Again,  the  same 
authority  informs  us  "  That  from  the  time  of  Turgesius  to  that  of 
Rodericus  (Rudraidc),  king  of  Conacia  (Connaught),  the  last  of 
its  monarchs,  there  reigned  seventeen  kings  in  Hibernia."*  The 
above  testimonies  clearly  prove  the  untruth  of  the  assertion,  that 
Ireland  had  no  kings  of  her  own  previous  to  the  English  inva- 
sion. In  further  confirmation  of  its  falsehood,  I  will  cite  the 
thirty-sixth  letter  of  St.  Anselm,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
which  was  written  by  that  prelate  to  Murkcrtach  (Murtough)  C*3 

O'Briain,  king  of  Ireland.     This  letter  is  to  be  found  in   Dr.  ^*"1 

Usher's  collection  of  the  letters  of  the  holy  clergy  of  Ireland  and 
England.  He  addresses  it,  "  To  the  illustrious  Moriardachus, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Hibernia."*  In  the  same  collection 
we  find  a  letter  from  Lanfranc,  also,  another  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  to  Tordelbach  (Turlough)  O'Briain,  who  was 
King  of  Ireland  in  A.D.  1074.  He  inscribes  it  thus :  "  Lan- 
franc, a  sinner,  and  an  unworthy  Archbishop  of  the  Holy 
Church  of  Canterbury,  sends  his  benediction,  with  his  service 
and  prayers,  to  the  magnificent  Terdcluacus,  King  of  Hi- 
bernia."7 Dr.  Usher  has  also  given  us  a  letter  from  Henry 
the  First,  King  of  England,  to  Rodolphus,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
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bpry,  which  affords  still  farther  evidence  upon  this  question.  '  It 
Wis  written  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  one  hundred 
Ijnd  twenty-three,  at  the  desire  of  the  Bang  of  Ireland,  and  xe* 
attests  the  archbishop  to  confer  degrees  upon  a  certain  priest, 
natmed  Gregory,  and  to  consecrate  him  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
the  following  are  Henry's  words :  "  The  King  of  flibemia  has 
&ade  known  to  me,  that,  by  his  writ,  and  by  the  citizens  of 
Dublin,  this  Gregory  has  been  selected  for  bishop,  and  they  that 
send  him  to  you  to  be  consecrated ;  wherefore  I  request  of  you 
to.  comply  with  their  petition,  and  to  complete  his  consecration 
without  delay."1    The  above-cited  authorities  must  be  decisive 

2 on  the  question,  and  it  must  be  acknowledged,  in  spite  of  Dr. 
nnderson,  that  Ireland  was  ruled  by  her  native  kings*  previous 
to  the  English  conquest 

.  *  Mandavit  mihi  rex  Hibermm  par  righa,  who  claimed  homage  from  the 
tome  mam,  et  Burgesses  Dublini»  chieftains  of  all  the  tribes  of  the  Gael, 
quod   ekgerunt  hone   Gregorium  in  as  the  dected  or  accepted  representative 
episeouuin  et  earn  tibi  mutant  coo-  of  the  common  ancestor  of  all  the  Free 
sBerandum ;  node  tibi  mando  ut,  peti-  Clans.     These  Ard-righa  could  not 
tionem  eomm  Batisfacieus,  consecratio-  transmit  their  authority  to  their  chit 
nem  dps  sine  dilations  impleas.  dren,  and  it  Is  bat  rarely  we  find  in  the 
•  Kings,  tfc.  There  are  two  fallacies  Irish  annals  any  Irish  Ard-Righ,  or 
contained  in  that  assertion  of  Dr.  Sander-  even  chieftain  of  a  clan,  who  was  sno- 
son  which  Dr.  Keating  combats.    The  ceeded  by  the  person  who  would  have 
ÉESt  is,  that  Ireland  hid  no  kings  of  her  been  considered  his  heir,  according  to 
own,  previous  to  her  reception  of  that  the  role  usually  adopted  in  monarchical 
Messing  from  the  English;  the  second  is,  and  aristocratical  nations»    The  most 
ftat  the  Pope  had  previously  been  the  powerful  and  bravest  tribe  had  always 
acknowledged  lord  paramount  of  the  the  best  chance  of  having  its  chieftain 
Irish   chieftains.     The  latter  was  a  made  monarch  of  the  nation;  and  in 
state  lie  of  the  English,  invented  for  each  particular  tribe,  and  even  sub- 
the  purpose  of  justifying  the  robberies  tribe,  the  best  and  bravest  man  of  the 
and  murders  perpetrated  by  Henry  II,  kin  was  always  the  most  likely  to  be 
and  his  followers,  who  would  fain  nave  chosen  as  the  leader  of  his  relatives» 
themselves  considered  as  the  represent-  His  (the  king's)  reign  was  at  an  end  as 
atíves  of  the  Pope's  temporal  authority  soon  as  he  lost  the  support  of  the  ma- 
over  this  island.    For  the  former,  how-  jority  of  the  free  tribes,  of  which  his 
ever,  the   English  divine   had    some  nation  was  composed.    The  chieftain 
foundation,  if  we  but  understand  him  was  set  aside,  as  soon  as  his  conduct 
to  apply  the  word  king,  or  supreme  was  no  longer  acceptable  to  the  ma* 
prince,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  jority  of  the  warriors   of  his  tribe, 
generally  understood  in  his  days,  and  Thus,  both  the  regal,  and    chieftain 
as  it  is  understood  at  present.    The  power,  depended  upon  the  popularity 
Irish  Ard-righ  differed  much,  both  in  of  their  possessors ;    and  the    latter 
his  relation  to  his  subjects,  and  his  were,  in   reality,  nothing  more  than 
right  to  the  throne,  from  any  public  the  tenants  at  will  of  their  people. 
ruler,  now  called  king.    lie  might  have  Such  a  state  of  things  was  far  diner- 
said  very  truly,  that  the  Irish  had  no  ent  from  anything  wnich  Dr.  Sander» 
kings  like  Henry  VIII,  or  like  his  own  son   could  have  considered    as   mon- 
immediate  masters   the    Stuarts,  but  archical. 
they  had  patriarchal  rulers,  called  Ard-  "  There  was,  indeed,  in  Erin,  a  chiet 
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It  Í3  also  untrue  to  assert  that  the  Pope  had  any  special 
of  sovereignty  over  Ireland,  more  than  what  he  possessed  over 
France,  Spain,  or  any  other  Christian  country,  until  the  time  of 
the  Irish  king  Donncadh"  (DonoughV  the  son  of  Brian  of  the 
Tributes.  This  prince  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Borne  about 
seventy-seven  years  before  the  coming  of  the  English,  and 
there,  with  the  consent  of  the  Irish  nobles,  he  submitted  his 
kingdom  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Pope.  The  reason  assigned 
for  this  act. of  submission  was  the  continual  dissensions  and 
fratricidal  wars11  of  the  Irish  chieftains.  The  act  of  Donncadh 
must  not,  however,  be  considered  as  any  proof  of  the  veracity  of 
those  writers,  who  say  that  the  Emperor  Constantino  made  a 
grant  of  the  most  western  island  of  Europe  to  the  Pope  immedi- 
ately after  its  inhabitants  had  received  baptism.  If  such  a  grant 
were  ever  made,  it  could  give  no  legitimate  rights  of  temporal 
supremacy  to  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  inasmuch  as  neither  Constan- 
tine  himself,  nor  any  of  his  predecessors  in  the  Boman  Empire, 
had  ever  acquired  any  title  to  Ireland.  How,  then,  could  Con- 
stantine,  with  any  appearance  of  equity,  grant  to  the  Pope 
the  sovereignty  of  a  country  to  which  he  had  no  title  himself  ? 
Neither  did  any  of  his  successors  at  any  time  possess  the  right  of 
making  such  a  grant 

superior  to  all  the  rest,  who  was  called  the  whole  of  Ireland ;  and,  seeonffly, 

the  Great  King  (Ard-righ),  or  King  of  because,  even  if  he  wen  really  to» 

the  Country,  and  who  was  chosen  by  a  national  Ard-righ,  such  «a  act  would 

Seneral  assembly  of  the  chiefs  of  the  have  been  a  violation  both  of  the  dot» 

iffcrent  provinces ;  but  this  elective  of  the  office,  of  which  As  «at  fcsf  the 

president  of  the  national  confederation,  temporary  tenant,  and  of  the  oath  ha 

swore  to  the  whole  nation,  the  same  should  have  sworn,  to  maintain  inviolate 

oath  which  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  the  ancient  laws  and  customs  of  the 

swore  to  their  respective  tribes— that  Gael. 

of  inviolably  observing   the   ancient       *  Fratricidal  Wart,  fc    The 

laws  and  hereditary  customs.    More-  excuse  of  the  apologist  for  1 

over,  the  share  of  the  Great  King,  was  greed,  and  of  the  asserton  of  the 

rather  the  execution  than  the  decision  ness  of  those  races  called  Celtic,  fa 

of  general  affaire,  all  of  which  were  self-government  These  fratricidal  wan 

regulated  in  councils  held  in  the  air,  could,  at  that  time,  have  afforded  no 

upon  a  hill,  surrounded  by  a  deep  ditch,  reasonable    excuse  for   the  perinied 

Here  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  here  the  treason  attributed  to  Donncadh.   Wan 

disputes  between  province  and  province,  equally  bloody  and  fratricidal,  then  ea- 

town  and  town,  and  occasionally  be-  sanguined  almost  every  plain  and  vrnl* 

tween  man  and  man,  were  adjusted,  ley  in  Europe,  from  the  Atlantic  Oosm 

though  sometimes  in  a  very  tumultuous  to  the  Ural  Mountains.    That  chiefs 

manner." — Thierry's  Norman  Conquest,  treason  must  have  been  the  result  of 

*  Donncadh,  Ire.    If  Donncadh  did  disappointed  ambition  alone.    No  aa- 

ever  so  acknowledge  himself  the  tern-  thority  to  commit  such  an  act  eoohl 

poral  vassal  of  the  Pope,  his  act  could  have  been  given  him  by  the  cMefo  of 

be  by  no  means  binding  on  the  Irish  the  Free  Clans  of  the  Gael,  for  scarcely 

nation ;  iu  the  first  place,  because  he  one  half  of  these  could  be  said  to  smva 

had  never  been  acknowledged  as  king  by  ever  acknowledged  him  as  Ard-risjfc. 
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I  shall  have  done  with  Dr.  Saunderson's  assertion  by  stating, 
that,  even  had  we  no  authentic  proofs  on  the  subject,  it  is  im- 
probable to  suppose  that  so  large  a  country  as  Ireland  could  have 
remained  without  any  king  or  ruler  over  it  but  the  Pope,  from 
the  time  of  St.  Patrick  down  to  the  invasion  of  Henry  the 
Second 

LAEGARI,  ABD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  427."  Laegari,1'  son  of  Niall  Naei-ghiallach,  son  of 
Eocaidh  Muigh-Medon,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  succeeded  to  the 
throne»  He  reigned  thirty  years ;  and  his  mother's  name  was 
Boighnech. 

THE  MISSION  OF  ST.  PATRICK. 

It  was  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  this  king,  that  St.  Patrick 
was  sent  by  the  Pope  Celestine  to  propagate  the  faith  in  Ireland. 
When  St.  Patrick  had  been  led  into  slavery,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Niall,  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  He  had  then  before 
him  the  eighteen  years  that  Niall  continued  to  reign,  so  that  he 
must  have  been  thirty  «four  years  old  when  that  monarch  died. 
Add  to  these  the  twenty-three  years  during  which  Dathi,  son  of 
Kachra,  was  king,  and  we  find  St.  Patrick  aged  fifty-seven  at  the 
accession  of  Laegari.  Laegari,  again,  had  reigned  four  years 
before  Patrick  arrived  in  Ireland  on  his  mission.  Hence  it 
appears  that  he  must  have  been  sixty-one  years  old  when  he  began 
his  apostolic  labors.  This  should  the  more  readily  be  believed 
from  the  fact  that  the  book  called  Martyrologium  Komanum,  or 
the  Roman  Martyrology,  bears  out  our  computation,  for  it  states 
that  St  Patrick  was  one  hundred  and  twenty -two  years  old  when 
he  died,  which  is  the  same  as  to  say  that  he  was  sixty -one  when 
he  received  his  mission  to  Ireland  as  bishop,  because  it  is  well 
proved  that  he  lived  sixty-one  years  more  m  Ireland,  preaching 
the  faith,  after  which,  he  died,  as  I  have  just  stated,  in  his  one 
hundred  and  twenty -second  year. 

According  to  Becie,  in  his  Saxon  Annals,  the  Pope,  St.  Cel- 
lestinus,  had  deputed  a  bishop,  named  Palladius,  to  preach  to 
the  Irish,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  four  hundred  and  thirty.  He 
there  says  that,  "In  the  year  of  our  Lord  four  hundred  and 
thirty,  Palladius  was  sent  as  their  first  bishop  to  the  Scots 
believing  in  Christ."14  This  event  occurred  in  the  first  year  of 
the  reign  of  Laegari,  four  years  before  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick. 

B  A.  D.  429— Four  Masters.    This  °  Laegari  II.    This  king's  name  is 

date    appears    to  be    nearer  to    the  found  spelled  Laeghaire,  Laoghaire  and 

time,  even  by  Keating's  own  showing,  Lorghaire.     Its  vulgar  pronunciation 

where  he  relates,  a  little  below,  that  sounds  somewhat  like  Layerei. 

Palladius  came  to  Ireland  in  430,  the  H  Anno  quadringentcsimo,  tricessimo 
first  year  of  Laegari. 
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Palladius11  had  set  out  attended  by  twelve  clergymen,  and  landed 
with  them  in  the  lower  part  of  Lemster,  at  Inber-Degadh"  (Inver- 
Dea),  and  there  he  consecrated  three  churches,17  namely :  Kill-Fini, 
where  he  left  his  books  and  some  relics  of  Saints  Paul  and  Peter. 
The  second  church  was  Tech-na-Bomanach ;  the  third  was  the 
church  of  Domnach-ard.  After  he  had  consecrated  these 
churches,  Nathi,  son  of  Garchu,  the  lord  of  the  country,  came 
and  expelled  him,  upon  which  he  set  sail  for  Alba,  Where  he 
soon  after  died. 

Four  years  after  Palladius,  St  Patrick  landed,*  accompanied 
by  twenty-four  holy  clerks,  or  by  thirty,  according  to  Henrietta 
Antisiodorensis,  in  his  life  of  St.  Germanus.  In  the  one 
hundredth  and  sixty-eighth  chapter  of  his  work,  we  read  that 
St.  Patrick  brought  thirty  bishops  with  him  to  Ireland.  The 
following  is  the  passage :  u  The  holy  Patriciua,"  says  he,  "hav- 
ing accomplished  a  long  voyage  from  a  distant  land,  both  glad* 

Palladius  ad  Scotos  in  Christum  creden-  nigh,  and  died  thereof — Four  McMert. 

tes  a  Celestino  Papa  primus  mittitur  He  died  at  Magh  Geirghin,  in  Soot- 

episcopus.  land. 

*  Palladius  was  a  deacon  of  the       "  Inber-Degadk.    The  month  of  tfcfi 

Roman  Church,  and  we  are  informed  Vartry  River,  in  the  county  of  Wick- 

that  it  was  at  his  suggestion  that  St  low. 

Germain  had  been  sent  to  reclaim  the       "  Churches,  Ift.     The  situation  of 

Britons,  who  had  fallen  into  the  errors  Kill-Fini    is  not  ascertained ;   Teeh- 

of  Pelagius.    Though  there  had  been  na-Romhanach  rTagh^ft-Rovaunagk), 

some  isolated  communities  of  Christi-  i.  e.  the  House  of  the  Romans,  ia  — 


ans  in  Ireland  previous  to  his  time,  it  posed  to  be  the  place  called  Tigroni ; 

is  evident  that  no  hierarchy  had  been  and  Domnach-Ard  is  thought  to  be 

yet  established  amongst  them,  and  that  the  present  Dunard,  near  Redcros. 
thence  Irish  Christians  must  look  upon       *  Landed,  kc.    **  Mageoghegan,  ia 

Palladius  as  their  first  bishop.    The  his  annals  of  Clonmacmwa,  states  that 

Four  Masters  record  his  arrival  thus  :  he  landed  at  Wicklow,  where  bo  wai 

"  A.  D.  430.    The  second  year  of  Lao-  opposed  by  the  Lcinstermen,  one  of 

gari.    In  this  year  Pope  Cclestinus  I  whom  struck  one  of  his  companions  on 

sent  Palladius  to  Ireland  to  propagate  the  mouth  with  a  stone,  and  knocked 

the    Faith  among  the  Irish,  and  he  out  four  of  his  teeth,  for  which  reason 

landed  in  the  country  of  Lcinster  with  a  he  was  afterwards  called  Montana,  or 

company  of  twelve  men.    Nathi,  son  of  the  toothless,  and  the  church  of  C31- 

Garchu  refused  to  admit  him ;    but,  Mantain,  now  Wicklow,  is  said  to  have 

however,  he  baptized  a  few  persons  in  taken  its  name  from  him.    Mr.  Moon 

Ireland,  and  three  wooden    churclics  thinks  that  Inber  Dea,  where  tbe  eaiat 

were  erected  by  him, namely:  Ccll-f  hine,  landed,  was  the  harbour  of  Dublin,  but 

Teaclnna-Romhan     and     Domhnach-  this  opinion  is  founded  on  a  nrf^Vt  of 

Arta.    At  Ccll-f  hiné  he  left  his  books,  Evolenorum,  for  Cuofenonun,  brUabcr. 

and  a  shrine,  with  the  relics  of  Paul  in  Phobus1  life  of  St  Fabrics,  which 

and  Peter,  and  many  martyrs  besides,  the  Book  of  Armagh  enables  no  to 

Ho  left  four  (persons)  in  these  churches,  rect.    From  the  situation  of 


namely :  Augustinus,  Benedictus,  Syl-  and  Ui  Garcbon,  in  which  labor  Dea 

vester  and  Solinus.    Palladius,  on  his  was,  it  is  more  than  probabki  tbut  it 

returning  back  to  Rome  (as  he  did  not  was  at  Bray  St  Patrick  badeév"--- 

rcceivc  respect  in  Ireland),  contracted  O'Donomm* 
a  disease  in  the  country  of  the  Crutb- 
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deoa  his  friends  by  his  presence,  and  destines  for  the  harvest  of 
the  Lord,  which  is  ample,  while  the  laborers  are  few.  thirty 
bishops,  whom  he  had  collected  from  foreign  parts,  and  whom  he 
had  himself  consecrated."11 

From  this  it  may  be  seen,  that  a  number  of  prelates  arrived  in 
St  Patrick's  company,  when  he  came  to  propagate  the  Faith  in 
Ireland.  We  also  read  in  our  historical  records  that  St  Patrick 
brought  with  him  on  his  mission  hither,  as  many  Christians  as 
he  could  find  of  the  Scotic  nation,1*  and  that  learning  was  dili- 
gently cultivated,  and  that  the  Faith  and  the  law  were  adhered 
to  in  Ireland,  down  to  the  arrival  of  the  Northmen,  for  the  space 
of  four  hundred  years  after  the  days  of  that  apostle.  It  is  also 
certain  that  money  was  coined  at  Ard-Macha  (Armagh)  and  at 
Gaisel  (Cashel)  in  these  days. 

The  above-mentioned  Henricus  Antisiodorensis  informs  us, 
in  his  hundred  and  seventy-fourth  chapter,  that  St  Patrick 
made  an  apportionment  of  Ireland,  and,  having  estimated  the 
extent  of  its  territory,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  their 
wealth,  that  he  exacted  the  tenth  part  of  all  these  for  the  use  of 
the  Church ;  namely,  a  tenth  of  its  inhabitants,  a  tenth  of  its 
land,  and  a  tenth  of  its  cattle.  Of  the  men  he  made  monka^  and  of 
the  women  he  made  nuns ;  and  for  these  he  built  monasteries,  and 
allotted  the  tenth  of  the  land  and  of  the  cattle  for  their  mainte- 
nance. Hie  following  are  that  author's  words,  in  speaking  of 
the  persons  who  were  included  in  the  tithe :  "  Thereupon,  mak- 

■  Benedict!»  Patricio»  itinere  longo  thaldus,  bishop  and  patron  of  Tarentum, 

de  regione  longinqua  peracto,  et  pre»  in  Italy,  to  preach   the  doctrine  of 

sentip.  sua  suos  exhilambat,  et  triginta  Christ.    St.  Dermot  and  St  Liberia», 

epiecopos  ex  transmarinis  partibtis  con-  Irish  preachers,  are  mentioned  as  hay- 

gregatos,  et  a  Be  consecrates,  in  Domini  ing  disseminated  the  Gospel  in  various 

messem,  eoquod  esset  multa  et  operarii  parts  of  Europe,  previous  to  the  fourth 

pauci,  destinabat  century.    To  these  succeeded  St.  Albi, 

*  Scotic  Nation,  fyc  Though  the  or  Ailbhé,  St.  Kiaran,  St  Declan  and 
Faith  of  Christ  was  not  established  St  Ibar,  who  were  the  immediate  pre- 
in  Ireland  before  St.  Patrick's  mis-  cursors,  or  rather  collaborators  of  St. 
sion,  it  is  evident  that  the  scattered  Patrick,  upon  the  home  mission.  It 
congregations  of  Scotic  Christians  in  was  not,  then,  difficult  for  the  latter 
that  country  had  furnished  some  dis-  saint  to  have  collected  round  him  a 
tingnished  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  both  certain  number  of  pious  Scots  to  aid 
Tor  the  home  and  foreign  mission,  pre-  him  in  the  conversion  of  their  own 
vious  to  his  time.  Without  citing  the  nation.  The  four  saints  first  mentioned 
eloquent  and  learned  heretics  Pelagius  were  educated  and  ordained  in  Rome, 
and  Celestius,  already  referred  to  in  whence  they  returned  to  Ireland  about 
these  notes,  we  arc  told  that  St  Man-  A.  D.  402.  In  St  Kiaran's  life  we 
suetus,  an  Irishman,  the  first  bishop  and  find  that,  when  he  was  on  his  way 
patron  of  Toul,  canonized  by  Leo  XI,  homewards  from  Borne,  he  met  St 
is  said  to  have  beer,  a  disciple  of  St.  Patrick,  who  was  then  journeying 
Peter.  In  the  reign  of  Conn  of  the  thither,  and  that  the  saints  of  God  re- 
Hundred  Battles,  in  the  second  century,  joiced. 
Ireland  sent  forth  the  famous  St  Oa- 
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iirj;  monks  of  all  the  males  and  holy  nuns  of  the  females,  he  built 
numerous  monasteries,  and  assigned  the  tenth  portion  of  the 
lands  and  of  the  cattle  for  their  support.''*  From  these  regula- 
tions, established  by  St.  Patrick,  it  came  to  pass  that  in  a  short 
time,  there  could  be  scarcely  found  any  corner,  desert  or  remote 
spot  that  was  not  full  of  saints  and  holy  persons.  Hence  it 
came  to  pass  that  amidst  the  nations  of  Christendom,  Ireland  got 
the  distinctive  title  of  the  Island  of  Saints. 

Ncnnius,  a  British  author,  speaking  of  St.  Patrick,  in  his 
History  of  Britain,  says,  tliat  "  he  founded  three  hundred  and 
fifty-five  churches,  and  consecrated  an  equal  number  of  bishops; 
and  that  of  priests  he  ordained  three  thousand.1™ 

In  the  following  verse,  the  bard-historian  exactly  agrees  with 
Ncnnius  as  to  the  number  of  bishops  ordained  by  our  Saint ; 

"  Five  and  fifty  learned  bishops 
That  holy  man  made  consecrate, 
With  three  hundred  men  of  prayer, 
On  whom  he  sacred  grades  conferred." 

Let  whomsoever  may  be  surprised  at  this  great  number  of 
bishops  in  Ireland,  contemporary  with  St  Patrick  read  what  St. 
Bernard  says,  in  his  life  of  St.  Malachias,  as  to  the  practice  in 
Ireland  with  regard  to  its  bishops.  He  there  says  that,  "  The 
bishops  are  changed  and  multiplied  at  the  will  of  the  metropoli- 
tan or  archbishop,  so  that  no  single  diocess  is  trusting  to  one,  but 
almost  every  church  has  its  own  proper  bishop.""  After  this 
statement  of  St  Bernard,  no  one  can  be  astonished  at  the  number 
of  prelates  mentioned  above,  for  the  Church  was  then  in  Ha 
bloom.  The  number  of  bishops  there  mentioned  will  appear 
less  wonderful  upon  reading  our  domestic  records.  In  them  we 
find  that  every  deanery  in  Ireland  was  formerly  presided  over 
by  a  bishop. 

AV.  Patrick  founds  the  Archiepiscopal  Sees  of  Armagh  and  flitiW. 

Our  annals  certify,  moreover,  that  St  Patrick  consecrated  two 
archbishops  in  Ireland,  namely,  an  Archbishop  of  Armagh!  as 
Primate  of  Ireland,  and  an  Archbishop  of  Cashel.  The  Primate 
of  Armagh  presided  over  the  whole  Irish  Church,  but  his  mote 
especial  charge  was  over  the  church  of  Lcth  Cuinn.    Tho  Arch- 

vv   Omnes,  ergo,   marcs   monachos,  pi  pro   libitn  metropolitani ;    it»  it 

ffeminas  sanctas  moniales  efficiens,  no-  unusepiscopatusnonuiKX 

merosa    monasteria   eedificavit,   deci-  sed   singuke   pene  eod 

mamquc  portionem  torrarnm  ac  pecu-  habcrcnt  episcopos. 
dnm.  coram  sostentationi  aságnavit.  "  Eogan  mi  ConalL 

5,1  Kcclesias,  355  fandavit,  episcopos  both  brothers  of  the  mom 

ordinavit  codem  nnmero ;  presbyteros  They  were  the  founders  of  the 

autcm  usque  ad  tria  raillia  ordinavit  northern  tribes  of  the  Kinel 

"  Mntanturetmaltiplicantnr  episco-  and  Kinel  OonailL 
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bwhop  of  Cashel  had  the  immediate  government  of  Leth  Mogha, 
bat  the  Primate  had  precedence  of  him.  The  reason  of  this  ar- 
rangement was,  because,  in  St.  Patrick's  time,  the  soveregnty  of 
Ireland  was  in  the  possession  of  the  race  of  Erimhon,  Laegari,  son 
of  Niall,  being  king.  Hence  both  Eogan  and  Conall*  and  the  other 
nobles  of  that  raoe,  who  had  received  baptism  from  Patrick,11 
insisted  that  he  should  establish  his  primadal  see  in  their  own 
half  of  Ireland,  so  that  it  might  hold  a  spiritual  supremacy  over 
the  bishops  of  the  other  parts  of  Ireland,  just  as  they  themselves 
at  that  time  held  the  temporal  sovereignty.  The  race  of  Eber 
succeeded  in  getting  the  second  principal  church  established  in 
Leth  Mogha,  namely  that  of  Cashel,  because  they  had  the  sole 
right  to  rule  Leth-Mogha,  under  the  Irish  monarchs,  from  the 
days  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles  until  that  time. 

lEence  it  has  happened,  that,  in  the  ancient  annals  and  records 
of  Ireland,  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel  is  not  only  styled  the  Pri- 
mate of  all  Munster,  but  also  the  Primate  of  Leth  Mogha.* 

Another  assertion  made  with  respect  to  these  times  is  that 
Imlech-Iubair*  (Imlagh  Yooir)  was  then  the  seat  of  an  archbishop. 
But  from  this  we  can  only  understand,  that  the  archbishop  and 

"  "  Having  preached  through  all  the  terms,  under  the  year  457 :   "  Ard- 

pnmneeB,  and  filled  the  greater  part  of  Macha  was  founded  by  St.  Patrick,  it 

the  island  with  Christiana  ana  with  having  been  granted  tc  him  by  Dari» 

ámrthm,  St  Patrick  saw  that  the  fit  son  of  Finneadh,  son  of  Eogan,  son 

period  was  arrived  for  the  consolidation  of  Niallan,     Twelve  men  were  ap» 

of  the  extensive  hierarchy  he  had  that  pointed  by  him  lor  building  the  town, 

constructed,  by  the  establishment  of  a  He  ordered  them  in  the  first  place  to 

metropolitan   see.      In  selecting   the  build  an  archbishop's  city  there,  and  a 

district  of  Macha  for  the  seat  of  1he  church  for  monks,  for  nuns  and  for  the 

primacy,  he  was  influenced,  doubtless,  other  orders  in  general,  for  he  perceived 

ov  the  associations  connected  with  the  that  it  would  be  the  head  ana  chief  of 

place,  as  an  ancient  royal  residence —  all  the  churches  in  Ireland."    The  Dari 

the  celebrated  palace  of  Eraania  ÍEm-  here  mentioned  was  chief  of  the  district 

bain  Macha)  having  stood  formerly  in  called    Crioch-na-n-Oirther,  now    the 

the  neighborhood  of  the  eminence  upon  Oriors.    His  uncle,  Muredach,  was  the 

which  Ard-Macha,  or  Armagh,  after-  ancestor  of  the  O'Hanlons.    He  was  a 

wards  rose.    The  time  of  the  foundation  descendant  of  Colla  Da-Crioch. 

of  this  See  has  been  variously  stated ;  *  Primate  of  Leth-Mogha,  fyc.    Soon 

but  the  opinion  of  those  who  place  it  after  St  Patrick's  arrival  in  Munster, 

late  in  his  career,  besides  being  equally  a  synod  was  called  at  Cashel,  at  which 

borne  out  by  evidence,  seems  by  far  King  Aengus  Mac  Nadrraeich  presided, 

most  consonant  with  reason  ;  as  it  is  At  it  was  decreed  that  St.  Albi  should 

not  probable  that  he  would  have  set  rank  as  a  second  Patrick,  and  patron 

about  establishing  a  metropolitan  see  and  Archbishop  of  Munster,  and  that 

for  all  Ireland  until  he  had  visited  the  St.  Declan  should  be  called  the  Patrick 

various  provinces  and  ascertained  the  of  the  Desi,  and  their  chief  bishop. — 

progress  of  the  Gospel  in  each,  and  O'Halloran. 

regulated  according-  their  ecclesiastical  M  Imlech  lubair,  i.  e.  the  Holm,  or 

concerns." — Moore.  Strath  of  the  Yew,  now  Emly,  on  the 

The  foundation  of  Armagh  is  record-  borders  of  Tippcrary  and   limerick, 

ed  by  the  Four  Masters  in  the  following  Ware  quotes  tne  life  of  St  Declan 
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his  clergy  were  expelled  from  Cashel,  had  taken  refuge  for  some 
time  at  tmlech-Iuoair,  during  the  violent  oppression  which  the 
Northmen  for  a  while  exercised  over  Ireland,  when  Maelsech- 
lainn,  son  of  Maelruadna,  was  king  of  Meath,  Niall  Calli,  king  of 
Ireland,  and  Olcubar,  son  of  Kinnaedh,  of  Munster,  and  when 
the  pirate  chieftain  Tnrgesius  tyrannized  over  the  country.  For 
it  was  not  more  likely  to  have  Forannan,  the  Primate,  expelled 
from  Armagh,  with  his  clergy,  and  driven  into  exile  in  Munster. 
by  that  Norwegian  tyrant,  than  for  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel, 
with  his  clergy,  to  have  been  driven  from  his  episcopal  seat  by 
the  same  Turgesius,  and  forced  to  fly  for  safety  to  Imlach-Iubair, 
which  was  then  surrounded  by  forests,  morasses  and  quagmires, 
and  to  have  remained  there  while  the  oppression  of  the  foreigners 
lasted. 

We  do  not  find,  then,  in  the  Irish  annals  that  there  were  any 
more  than  those  two  Archbishops,  above-mentioned,  in  Ireland, 
until  the  time  of  Cardinal  Johannes  Papiron,  who  came  to  Ire- 
land in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1152,  accompanied  by  Gilla-Criost 
O'Conari  (Gilchrist  O'ConneryV  Bishop  of  Lismore,  who  was  the 
Pope's  legate  in  Ireland  at  tiiat  time.  However,  in  that  year, 
a  general  council  of  the  Irish  Church  was  held  at  Kenannus 

and  the  Life  of  St.  Ailbhl  (or  Albi),  to  converted  and  baptued.     Upon  tha, 

show  that  Emly  was  made  the  seat  those    saints,    above-named,     visited 

Archbishoprick  of  Monster  in  the  life-  Aengus  and  St  Patrick*  and  they  bold 

time  of  St.  Patrick,  and  that  Albi  was  a  synod  together  at  Cashel,  when  they 

constituted  archbishop. — O'D.  made  rules  for  the  government  of  the 

In  early  times  the  titles  of  Bishop  of  Church.    Bat  the  holy  men  bad 

Cashel,  of  Leth  Mogha,  of  Mnnster  or  separated  on  account  of  some  " 

of  Emly  may  have  been  indiscrimkiately  points.    Saints  Albi,  Kiarai. 

applied   to    the  metropolitan  of  the  and   Ibar   derived  their  con 

southern  half  of  Ireland,  and  thus  led  to  from  the  same  source  as  St.  .... 

the  seeming  contradiction,  for  which  himself,  and  had  preceded  him  in  post 

Dr.  Keating  endeavors  to  account.    It  of  time.    They  were,  therefore,  rerae* 

was  so.  that  the  King  of  Leth-Mogha  tant  to  yield  obedience  to  bfc  hfitinf 

was,  likewise,  styled  King  of  Cashel  authority.     After  some  demur,   the 

or  of  Munster,  indifferently.  three  first  were  induced  to  anbmit,  bat 

**  St.  Patrick  having  preached  the  Ibar,  with  some  obstinacy,  adhered  to 

Faith  through  Leinster,   and  settled  his  opinion,  not  willing  that  airy  hot  a 

bishops  therein,  entered  Munster  to-  native  of  Ireland  should  be  acknowfo4p» 

wards  the  close  of  the  year  448,  for  he  ed  as  its  patron  saint.    However»  «was 

hod  hitherto  put  off  his  visitation  of  that  he  was  at  last  prevailed  upon  to  «bait, 

Srovince,  aware  that  his  precursors,  out  of  regard  to  the  great  labors  of  8t 

aints  Albi,  Declan,  Kiaran  and  Ibar  Patrick,  and  his  extraordinary  s 

hod  mode  good  progress  in  that  princi-  The  diocess  of  Emly  was,  in  this 

pality;  and  so,  indeed,  they  had,  but  conferred  upon  St.  Albi;  St  ._. 

the  conversion  of  Aengus,  its  king,  was  was  made  bishop  of  Ardmore  (in  Wi 

reserved  for  St.  Patrick.    Hearing  of  ford);  8t  Kiaran  of  8akhir  (now  S 

his  arrival  in  his  territories,  this  king  ieran,  in  Ery-O-GarroQJLmg'a  OoMfly); 

went  out  with  iov  to  meet  him,  and  and  St.  Ibar  of  BefJSri  (now  Begery, 

brought  him  to  nis  royal  city,  where  an  island,  dote  to  the  land,  ha  WoM 

both  himself  and  all  his  tamfly  were  Haven)."— I^o/ fit  PWriek 
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(Kells),  in  Meath,  and  at  it  archbishops  were  appointed  and  oon- 
aecrated  for  Dublin,  and  Tuam,  and  then  it  was  that  each  of  theee 
archbishops  received  the  vaUium,  as  I  ahall  state  hereafter,  upon 
the  authority  of  the  annals  compiled  at  Chrain-Aidfieck 

Conversion  o/Aengu%  mm  of  Nadfraech^  King  of  Munricr» 

In  the  reign  of  Laegari,  son  of  Niall,  while  Patrick  was  sowing 
the  Faith  in  Ireland,  the  principality  of  Monster  was  ruled  by 
*Aengui£  son  of  Nadfraech.  Upon  Patrick's  entering  his  dominions 
to  preach  therein,  this  Prince  came  to  Magh-Femhenn,  in  the 
northern  Desi,  to  welcome  the  holy  man.  Thence  he  brought 
turn  to  his  royal  residence  of  Caisel  (Cashel),  situated  in  that 

ext   of  the  Eoganacht  territory  which  is  now  called  Trian- 
edónach  (MidcUetherd).    The  event  is  thus  related  in  an  old 
X*atin  life  of  the  saint,  which  has  fallen  into  our  hands :  "  But  aa 
lie  was  entering  Momonia,  the  king  of  that  country,  Aengus  Mac 
^Nadfraeich,  came  to  meet  him  on  the  plain  of  femhenn,  in  the 
land  of  Desi,  and  led  him  joyfully  into  his  royal  city,  by  name 
Caisel,  in  the  region  of  Eoganacht ;"  and  there  King  Aengus  be- 
lieved and  was  baptized."**  In  the  same  place  it  is  told  that  Patrick 
%brust  the  pointed  end  of  his  staff  through  the  foot  of  Aengus 
~opon   that  occasion.    The  fact  is  thus  related:  "As  Patrick 
stood  up  and  was  {giving  his  benediction*9  to  the  king  in  a  stand- 
ing posture,  the  point  of  his  holy  staff  was  fixed  in  the  royal 
loot      It  must  be  understood  from  this,  that  it  was  not  through 
the  foot  of  Eogan,  son  of  Niall,  the  King  of  Ulster,  that  Patrick 
"thrust  the  spear  of  his  pastoral  staff,  but  through  that  of  Aengus, 
8on  of  Nadfraech,  King  of  Munster.     With  this  account,  even 
one  of  the  learned  antiquaries  of  Leth  Cuin,  namely,  Torna,  son 
of  Muiris  O  Mael-Conari  (Maurice  O'Mulconry,  or  Conry),  fully 
agrees,  in  the  poem  which  begins  with  the  line :"  The  bishop's 
blessing*0  on  Lber's  seed."     The  following  are  his  words : 

v  Eoganacht.  The  several  territories  that  the  following  are  the  words  nsed  by 

possessed  by  the  descendants  of  Eogan  the  figure  seen,  as  Keatinghas  already 

3£or,  eldest  son  of  Olild  Olum,  were  told  us,  by  the  herdsmen  Durdari  and 

called  by  this  name.    The  word  is  pro-  Kilarn,  in  the  reign  of  Core,  son  of 

nonnoed  owenaght.  Lugaidh,  when,  "  with  a  voice  sweeter 

9  Dam  vero  in  Momoniam  proficis-  than  the  angular  harp,"  it  blessed  the 

ceretur,  venit  obviam  ei  rex  Momoniae,  hill  and  place  ;    and,  predicting   the 

Aengus  Mac  Nadfraeich,   in    campo  arrival  of  St  Patrick,  it  said  : 

Feimin,  in  terra  de  Deisse  eumque'duxit  "Good,  good,  good,  the  man  who  shall  rule 

gnudens  in  cioilalem  rogalem,  nomine     «rSÍ8"»,^—  i   .  *v        ~~#*k~A_* 
5,  .  .  «  .  .  •   °    -™  ii       Walking  righteously  in  the  name  of  the  Gmt 

Gaisiol,  quae  est  m  regione  Eoganacht,         Father, 

ibique  credidit  rex  Aengus  et  baptizatus     Apd  of  the  Son  of  the  Virgin, 

^1  ^  r  With  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit; 

™~    _  .       _   .  .  .  A  oomely,  great,  good  bishop, 

•  Cumque  aanctus  Patricias  regem     Child  of  life  onto  jadgmentjV 

staudo  benedixisset,  cuspis  baculi  sancti     *•  f*11  ^íil^iSlí  5L^- 
:-.  ^Ja  _a~:~  4SwA  *—4-  with  people  oreaen  oraer,  or  ▼arms 

in  pede  regis  nxa  est  -^  „£? Christ,  the  benign." 

9  We  are  told  in  the  Book  of  Bights, 
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«Through  tho  foot  of  Aengus— dire  the  wound— 
The  point  of  Patrick's  staff  was  thrust : 
And  the  floor  was  flooded  with  his  blood — 
The  feet  is  now  no  whispered  tale." 

This  Aengus  had  twenty  sons  and  as  many  daughters.  Of 
these  he  bestowed  twelve  of  the  sons  and  twelve  of  the  daughters 
to  God  and  to  Patrick.  Aengus,  likewise,  ordained  that  St 
Patrick  should  receive  a  capitation  tax  from  his  people,  to  wit : 
a  sgrebal,  or  three  pence,  from  every  person  that  received  bap- 
tism in  Munster.  This  tax  was  paid  in  the  following  manner, 
namely :  five  hundred  sheep,  five  hundred  pieces  of  linen,  five 
hundred  pieces  of  cloth,  five  hundred  balls  or  iron,  to  be  riven 
every  third  year  from  the  kings  of  Munster  to  the  comharba 
(coarba),  or  successor,  of  St.  Patrick.  This  rent  continued  to  be 
paid  down  to  the  time  of  King  Cormac,  son  of  Gulinan.  It  is 
also  found  in  the  Bed  Book  of  Mac  Aedagain,  that  this  Aengus. 
son  of  Nadfraech,  maintained  two  bishops,  ten  priests  and 
seventy-two  young  clerks,  as  part  of  his  household,  whose  busi- 
ness it  was  to  say  mass,  and  to  pray  to  God  continually. 

Si.  Patrick  in  ConnaughL — The  son?1  of  Brian,  son  of  Eocaidh 
Aiuigh-medon. — The  Saint  gives  his  blessing  to  Dwufy  Óalachf* 

It  was  while  St.  Patrick  was  planting  the  Faith  in  Ireland, 
and  during  the  reign  of  Lacgari  Mac  Neill,  that  the  twenty-four 
sons  of  Brian,  son  of  Eocaidh  Muigh-medon,  flourished  in  Con- 
naught,  for  they  were  the  contemporaries  of  the  monarch  Las- 
5;ari.  As  St  Patrick  was  proceeding  on  his  mission,  blessing 
reland  as  he  went  along,  he  arrived  in  their  country,  and  he 
went  to  visit  the  man  of  these  brothers  who  was  their  chief; 
Ecchen  was  his  name.  When  this  man  saw  the  saint  ap- 
proaching, he  mounted  his  horse,  and  commenced  to  lash  him 
with  his  whip,  and  commanded  his  brothers  to  do  the 


"  The  figure  which  appeared  there  was  St  Patrick.  OTTaherty  tells  us,  fast 
Victor,  the  angel  of  Patrick,  prophesy-  even  the  fierce  Ecchen  himself  eventusfy 
ing  his  coming,  and  that  the  grandeur    received  the  Faith.    Most  of  the  rating 


and  supremacy  of  Ireland  would  be  for    Scotic  septs  of  Coonaaght  were  4P*nf 


ever  in  that  place.  Accordingly,  the  from  the  twenty-four 
town  i*  a  metropolis  to  Patrick,  and  a  Notwithstanding  the  improvising  re- 
chief  city  to  the  king  of  Eri ;  and  the  ception  mentioned  above,  St.  PsJnckfc 
tribute  and  service  of  the  men  of  Eri  preaching  in  Connaoght  net  Clowned 
are  always  due  to  the  king  of  that  place,  with  the  fullest  success. 
i.  e  Ca'iscI,  through  the  blessing  of  *  Duach  Galach.  This  Youtirt  dft» 
Patrick,  son  of  Alplann." — Leobhar  na  scendants  did  eventually  become  f|e 
g~Ceart.  royal  race  of  Connaught,  Fran  Men 
■  The  Sons,  Ifc.  Of  these  sons,  came  the  O'Connors,  (TReilttea,  0*Bm> 
sevend  were  afterwards  baptised  by  ires,  OlHaherties,  Ac. 
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thing,  telling  them  to  show  no  leniency  to  the  cleric  The  lat- 
ter did  as  he  told  them,  except  the  youngest,  whose  name  was 
Dpaoh  Galach.  This  youth  remained  afoot,  and  went  to  meet 
the  holy  man,  whom  he  welcomed,  and  to  whom  hcpaid  respect 
and  honor.  After  this,  St.  Patrick  went  forward  into  the  chief* 
tain's  presence,  and  demanded  of  him  if  he  were  not  Ecchen ; 
"For  if  thou  art/'  said  he,  "I  deprive  both  thee  and  thy 
brothers,  who  are  here  with  thee,  of  good  fortune  and  kingly 
power,  with  the  exception  of  that  youth  who  has  shown  kind* 
ness  to  fie,  and  given  me  honor,  for  my  Lord's  sake.    And  jthe 

£uth  then  said:  "If  I  were  either  chieftain  or  king,  I  would 
the  will  of  Patrick."  "If  so,"  said  Patrick,  "I  give  thee  a 
blessing — thou  sbalt  yet  be  a  king  thyself)  and  the  kingdom  of 
Connaught  shall  be  possessed  by  thy  children  after  thee. 

I  have  before  shown,  that  Patrick  arrived  in  Ireland  in  the 
four  hundred  and  thirty-first  year  after  the  birth  of  Christ,  and 
in  the'  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Laegari,  son  of  Niall,  and  that 
he  spent  sixty-one  years  therein,  previous  to  his  death.    By  add- 
ing together  these  numbers,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  died  m  the 
year  of  our  Lord  four  hundred  and  ninety-two.    It  was  in  testi- 
**LOny  of  this  that  the  shannachie  composed  the  following  rann: 

f  Since  Christ  wu  born"  (the  reckoning*!  clear), 
Four  hundred  year*  had  passed  and  ninety, 
And  two  years  besides,  rail  told, 
When  died  ow  chief  Apostle,  Patrick." 

•  Since  Christ  was  born,  Ifc.    The  under  457.      There  is   documentary 
f£*reet  age  which  the  ancient  rann  here  evidence  to  show  who  the  Sen-Pha- 
*^4tedy  and  which  nearly  all  our  records  traicc  there  mentioned  was.     In  the 
^*rould    assign  to   the    Irish  apostle,  poem  of  Flann  of  the  Monastery,  as 
^Patrick,  or  Patricias,  son  of  Calphur-  preserved   in    the   Book    of    Lecan, 
^ajiis,  has  been  disputed  by  some  modern  which  records  the  names  of  the  mem- 
^ntiquarian  critics.    Mr.  Moore  con-  bcrs  of  St.  Patrick's  household,  this 
ji^ctures   that  he  died  in  465,  in  the  Sen-Phatraicc  is  called  Vend  a  Shruithi 
"2" 8th  year  of  his  age.    However,  there  Senorach,  i.  e.  "  the  Chief  of  St.  Pat» 
^re  do  valid  grounds  for  disputing  the  rick's  Seniors."    Then  the  Feilire,  or 
^ge  attributed  to  him  by  the  ancient  Festiology,  of  Aengus  Céli  Dé,  a  most 
historic  documents  of  Ireland.      One  venerable  authority,  tells  us,  that  Sen- 
hundred  and  twenty-two  years,  though  Phatraicc  was  the  tutor  of  our  national 
a*   very   uncommon,  is   by  no  means  saint    It  is,  indeed,  not  unlikely  that 
either  an  improbable  or  an  unexampled  there  was  more  than  one  person  digni* 
«luxation  for  human  existence.   Several  tied  with  the  patrician  title  amongst 
examples  could  be  cited,  where  men  the  Roman  ecclesiastics,  of  whom  the 
Had  lived  to  about  that  age,  even  in  son  of  Calphurnius  was  the  head,  and 
modern  times.    Those  historians  think  that,  thus,  the  hypercritics  were  afford- 
that  it  is  St  Patrick  the  Apostle's  ed  a  handle  for  their  doubts  of  the 
death  that  is  recorded,  as  that  of  Sen-  veracity  of  the  Irish  annals  in  recording 
Phatraicc  (ShanrPhaudrie),\.  e.  Senex  the  time  of  the  apostle's  death.    Suc- 
Patricius,  or  Old  Patrick,  under  the  catius,  or,  as  the  Irish  call  it,  Suecath, 
year  454,  by  some,  and  by  others,  was  St   Patrick's  baptismal  name» 
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We  read  in  the  lives  of  St  Patrick,  that  he  spent  the  sixty- 
one  years  passed  in  Ireland  in  the  constant  propagation  and 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  performing  miracles,  doing  good  works 
and  showing  the  power  of  God.  Of  him,  a  certain  author  has 
said: 

"  For  throe  score  yean  and  one, 

ÍFuw  are  they  that  will  not  marvel,) 
n  Eri,  with  many  works, 
Did  Patrick  live,  and  preach  the  Gospel." 

And  to  whomsoever  may  assert,  that  this  verse  is  not  found 
in  the  Life  of  St.  Patrick,  I  make  known,  that  I  have  read  in 
venerable  historic  records,  that  there  were  not  less  than  sixty* 
four  Lives  written  of  our  apostle,  and  that  each  of  them  was 
written  independently  of  the  others.  For  this  reason,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if,  in  some  of  these  lives,  we  meet  with  mira- 
cles, and  other  facts,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  rest. 

Expurgation"  of  the  Pagan  Records. 

It  was  while  Laegari  was  king,  that  Dubthach  0'Lugair,M  Fergus 
the  Poet,  and  Rosa,   son  of  Tirchim,  submitted  the   Senchaa, 

When  he  was  consecrated  bishop  by  8t  too,  must  have  now  known  its  import* 

Gcrmanus,    he    had    it   changed   to  ance.    This  will  account  for  the  wise 

Magonius ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  policy  of  St  CeJestinus  in  investior 

Pope,  St.  Oclestinus  I  IT.,  had  selected  the  Bishop  Magonius  with  so   hip 

him  for  the  Irish  apostlcship,  that  he  dignity,  preparatory  to  his  «nwym  to 

received  the  title  of  Patricias,  which  the  Irish  nation, 

meant  nobleman  of  the  Roman  empire.  M  Expurgation,  {re.  "  The  first  object 

It  had  been  originally  a  title  of  heredit-  of  their  care  was  to  purse  the  old  ar- 

ary  nobility,  instituted  by  Romulus,  chives  of  all  that  reranled  heathen  wor» 
which  none  could  claim  but  the  mem-'  ship ;  it  being  considered  the  sorest  way 

bers  of  certain  privileged  families  of  for  the  truth  of  Revelation  to  abolish  aft 

ancient  Rome.    During  the  decline  of  traces    of    the    hitherto   prevaflieg 

the  Roman  power,  the  emperors  arro-  superstition.     On   this  occasion,  we 

gated  to  themselves  the  right  of  con-  arc  told,  that  near  two  hundred  vet 

ferring  it  upon  whom  they  pleased,  and  tunes  of  our  ancient  literature  were 

it  became  a  title  of  honor,  wherewith  condemned,    and   committed    to   the 

high  dignitaries  of  State  were  ennobled,  flames,  to  the  eternal,  I  will  not  say 

The  popes  afterwards   acquired   the  just,  regret  of posterity." — Trmuadiom 

right  of  conferring  the  dignity.    As  it  of  the  Gaelic  Society. 

was  the  highest  and  most  distinguished  **  Dubthach  O'Lugair.    He  was  the 

title  of  nobility  then  known,  it  was  Arch-Poet  of  Ireland,  in  hie  day,  and 

eagerly  sought  after  by  the  princes  of  the  first  convert  made  by  St.  Patrick 

those  barbarian  hordes  that  were  then  upon  his  arrival  at  Temhair.     The 

dismembering    the   Empire    of    the  apostle's  first  arrival  at  the  Irish  cafsV 

Cesars,  and  it  must  have,  consequently,  tal  and  the  conversion  of  Dubthach  an 

boon  also  looked  upon  with  respect,  thus  described  bv  Ms.  Moore :  M  On 

and,  perhaps,  with  a  certain  degree  of  their  arrival  at  SÍane,  the  saint  and  hfcl 

sacred  awe,  by  the  Seotic  tribes  of  companions  pitched  their  tenia  fat  the 

North  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  they,  night»  andasitwastheeveofthe 
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that  is,  the  Historic  Tradition  of  the  country,  to  St  Patrick,  in  order 

to  have  it  porifled  and  approved  of  by  that  saint    From  this  it 

came,  that  JLaegari  was  induced  to  call  a  general  convention,"  at 

which  the  kings,  clergy  and  bard-sages  of  Ireland  were  assembled 

together,  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  the  said  national  records. 

When  this  convention  had  met,  its  members  selected  nine  of 

t;heir  number  for  the  duty,  to  wit :  three  kings,  three  bishops 

iind  three  ollamhs.    The  three  kings  were,  Laegari,  son  of  Niall, 

ing  of  Ireland ;  Dari,  King  of  Ulster ;  and  Corc,,T  son  of  Lu- 

_  idLh,  King  of  Munster;  the  threo  bishops  were,  Patrick,  Benen, 

«and  Cairnech;  the  three  ollamhs,  or  doctors  of  history  were, 

3Dubthach,  Fergus  and  Rosa,  son  of  Tirohirn.    By  these  nine,  the 

traditions  were  purified  and  set  in  order.    It  is  the  work  which 

resulted  from  their  labors,  that  is  now  called  the  Senchas  Mob,m 

AstivalofEasterJightedatniglit&lltlie  maintaining  so  argument  against  the 

jpaochal  fire.    It  happened  that  on  the  most  learned  of  the  Druid»,  in  which 

■Minn  evening,  the  monarch  Laegari  and  the  victory  was  on  his  side.    It  is 

the  assembled  princes  were,  according  recorded  that  the  only  person  who, 

'feo  custom,  celebrating  the  festival  of  La  Upon  this  occasion,  rose  to  welcome 

Sealtinne,  and,  as  it  was  a  law  that  no  him,  was  the  Archpoet,  Dabthach,  who 

fires  should  be  lighted  on  that  night,  till  became  his  convert  on  that  very  day, 

**ba  great  pile  in  the  palace  of  Tara  was  and  devoted  thenceforth  his  poetical 

Irfnakd,  the  paschal  Are  of  St  Patrick,  talents  to  religions  sobjectB  alone.  The 

being  seen  from  the  heights  of  Tara,  monarch  himsOT,  too,  while  listening  to 

that  of  the  monarch,  excited  the  the  words  of  the  apostle,  is  said  to  have 

of  all  assembled.    To  the  angry  exclaimed  to  his  surrounding  nobles, 

s  of  Laegari,  demanding  who  *  It  is  better  that  I  should  believe  than 

^DOÓJd  have  dared  to  violate  thus  the  die ;'  and,  appalled  by  the  awful  de- 

,w,  bis  Magi  or  Druids  are  said  to  have  nounoeinents  of  the  preacher,  to  have  at 

answer :  '  This  ran  which  has  once  professed  himself  a  Christian." — 

bkxx  xjndlxd  BSTOBB  ooB  sns,  áb  wiD  be  hereafter  seen,  it  Is  dombtfbl 

b  HXTDfouisnxD  this  vxBY  mom,  whether  Laegari  was  ever  really  eon» 

nkvkb  bx  extinguished  through-  verted  from  idolatry. 

oct  all  time.     Moreover,  it  will  *  General   Convention,   $*.      The 

toixs  above  all  the  fires  or  our  Pour  Masters  record  this  convention 

juccient  bites  ;  and  HE  who  LIGHTS  it,  as  having  been  held  in  A  J).  438,  being 

^WTix  ere  long  8CATTEB  your  eingdom/  the  10th  year  of  Laegari's  reign,  and 

Surprised  and  indignant,  the  monarch  the  6th  of  St.  Patrick's  mission. 

instantly    dispatched    messengers   to  *  Core,    He  could  not  have  been 

summon  the  offender  to  his  presence ;  one  of  the  number,  for  he  must  have 

the   princes    seated  themselves   in  a  been  dead  long  previous  to  this  reign. 

circle  upon  the  grass  to  receive  him,  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Aengus,  the 

and  on  his  arrival,  one  alone  among  King  of  Munster,  converted  by  St. 

them,   Here,  the  son    of  Dego,  im-  Patrick. 

pressed  with  reverence  by  the  stran-  "  Senchas  Mot.     There  are  frag^ 

ger's  appearance,  stood  up  to  salute  ments,  said  to  be  of  this  work,  still 

him.      That   they  heard   with    com-  extant  in  the  manuscript  library  of 

placency,  however,  his  account  of  the  Trinity  College,  Dublin.    Some  hold 

object  of  his '  mission,  appear?,  from  that  the  work  so  called  was  a  mixed 

bis  preaching  at  the  palace  of  Tara,  on  compilation  of  laws  and  history  ;  but 

the  following  day,  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  ablest  of  modern  Irish 

the  King,  and  the  States-General,  and  antiquaries  hold  that  it  was  a  body 
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that  is,  the  Great  Tradition*  The  poem  commencing  with  the 
words,  "  Amirghin  Gluin-ghel,"  that  is,  "Amiigin  tne  TVhite- 
kneed,"  bears  testimony  to  this  event,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
following  verses : 

"  Nine  sages  framed  the  Senchas-Mor, 
And  with  stern  justice  set  aside 
The  falsehood  of  all  Heathen  myths, 
When  tested  by  their  hallowed  lore. 

u  Patrick,  Benen,"  Cairnech  just, 
Laegari,  son  of  mighty  Niall, 
The  poet,  Fergus,  of  bright  smile, 
And  Dari,  King  of  Uladh. 

"  The  King  of  Mumha,  without  stain, 
Core,  son  of  red-handed  Logaidh ; 
And  lios  Mac  Tirchim,  skilled  in  language, 
Was  there,  with  wise  Dubthach  OTogair. 

*  These  sages  failed  not  in  their  task ; 
The  truthful  Senchas  they  arranged ; 
Correcting  it  with  judgment  meet, 
From  age  to  age  since  Amirghin." 

Then,  when  the  Senchas  had  been  thus  purified,  the  Irish 
nobles  decreed  that  it  should  be  given  into  the  charge  of  the 
prelates  of  the  Irish  Church.  These  prelates  gave  orders  to  have 
it  copied  out  in  their  principal  churches.  Some  of  the  old 
books  so  written,  or  rescripts  of  them,  survive  to  the  present 
day,  such  as  the  Book  of  Armagh,  the  Psalter  of  Casnel,  the 
Book  of  Glendaloch,  the  Book  of  Ua  Congbala,  the  Book  of 
Clonmacnois,  the  Book  of  Fintann  of  Cluain  Aidnech,  the  Yel- 
low Book  of  Moling,  and  the  Black  Book  of  Molaga.  Thence- 
forward, in  order  that  no  injustice  should  be  done  to  any  of  the 

of  laws  solely,  and  that  it  was  it  that  named  Sescnen,  at  whose  house  St 

was  otherwise  called  the  Cain  Phadraig  Patrick  had  staid,  when  journeying 

or  Patrick's  Law ;  of  which  it  was  towards  Temhair  lor  the  first  time, 

said,  that  no  individual  Brehon  of  the  On  that  occasion,  Sescnen  and   ha 

Gaels  has  dared  to  abrogate  anything  whole  family  were  converted ;  and  hit 

found  in  it.    It  is.  however,  quite  as  son,  a  boy,  to  whom  St  Patrick  gave 

reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  work  the  name  Benignus,  became  so  much 

likewise  contaiued  historic  records,  as  attached  to  the  saint,  that  he  insisted 

Dr.  Keating  relates.  upon   going   along  with  him.      He 

"  Benen.    This  was  St.  Benen,  or  afterwards    became   a   distinguished 

Benignus,  the  original  author  of  the  missionary,  and  was  deputed  to  varfcws 

celebrated  Book  of  Rights.    He  was  of  parts  of  Ireland,  which  St  Patrick 

a  Munster  familv,  settled  in  the  plain  could  not  visit  in  person.    He  *M^*mf. 

of  Breiigh,  near  temhair,  and  descended  in  a  special  manner,  the  patron  of  Con- 

from  the  famous  champion  Tadg,  son  naught     8t  Benen  eventually 

ofKian,  son  of  Olild  Olum.    We  are  ceeded  his  spiritual  miner  as    ' 

told  that  his  father  was  a  nobleman  bishop  of  Armagh. 
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Uriah  nobility,  the  substance  of  all  the  records  contained  in  any 

of  these  boots,  was  kept  in  the  Psalter  of  Temhair,  as  I  have 

Tieretofore  stated,   in  treating  of  King  Cormac,  son  of  Art, 

sin  1  they  were  scrutinized  and  sanctioned  at  the  Feis  Temrach, 

or  general  convention  of  the  nation,  held  at  Temhair  every 

third  year. 

Heathen  Writers  of  Ancient  Ireland. 

In  Pagan  times,  our  principal  historic  authors,  from  time  to 
time,  were  Amirghin  Glun-ghel,  son  of  Miledh  of  Spain ;  Sen,  the 
son  of  Ughi,  Brighitt  (Breeyith),  an  authoress,  from  whom  is 
derived  the  common  expression  "Briathra  Brighdi,"  (Breehra 
Breedie,)  that  is,  the  Sayings  of  Brighitt ;  Oonnla  Caein-brethach 
that  is,  of  mild  judgment,  a  Connaught  sage ;  Senchan,  son  of 
Cul,  and  Factna,  his  son ;  Senchan,  son  of  Olild ;  Morann,  the 
son  of  Maen ;  Fergus,  of  Fiannait,  in  Kiarraide  Luachra  (Kerry) ; 
Ferkertni,  the  Poet;  Neidi,  son  of  Adna;  Athirni  Amhnas;  Fergus, 
the  Poet,  son  of  Athirni ;  Nera,  son  of  Finnooll;  Sedamas,  son  of 
Morann;  Feradach  the  Just,  a  royal  author  upon  wisdom; 
Fhhil ;  Fergus  the  Poet ;  Dubthach  O'Lugair ;  ana  Rosa,  son  of 
Tirchim.  It  was  these  three  last-mentioned  that  brought  the 
Senchas  to  St.  Patrick,  and  submitted  it  to  be  examined  and 
expurgated  by  him. 

In  Pagan  times  no  person  could  hold  the  rank  of  Ollamh-re 
senchas,  or  doctor  of  history,  who  had  been  once  discovered  to 
have  falsified  a  single  fact.  In  like  manner,  no  person  could  hold 
the  rank  of  Breithemh,  that  is  of  doctor  of  law,  or  judge,  who  had 
once  given  corrupt  judgment.  In  those  times  of  Paganism, 
some  of  them  were  under  religious  prohibitions  called  Gesa. 
Whenever  Sen,  the  son  of  Ughi,  delivered  a  partial  judgment, 
blisters  burst  forth  over  his  right  cheek,  and  when  his  judgment 
was  just,  his  cheek  remained  smooth.  Connla  of  Mild  Judgments 
never  delivered  a  partial  sentence,  for  he  was  a  just  man,  accord- 
ing to  the  light  of  nature.  Senchan,  the  son  of  Cul,  never  gave 
a  false  judgment,  without  having  fasted  three  nights  before. 
Whenever  his  son,  Factna  the  Wise,  gave  a  false  judgment,  if 
it  were  in  the  harvest,  the  fruit  of  the  district  where  he  rested 
that  night  fell  to  the  earth  ;  but  if  his  judgment  were  true,  then 
the  fruit  remained  on  the  trees.  But  if  the  trees  were  in  blos- 
som when  he  gave  the  false  judgment,  the  cows  of  the  district 
slung  their  calves  !  Morann,  the  son  of  Maen,  never  gave  judg- 
ment without  his  Idh  Morainn,  that  is,  Morann's  Collar,  round  his 
neck.  I  have  already  stated  that  this  collar  used  to  squeeze 
tightly  round  his  throat,  when  he  was  about  to  deliver  an  un- 
just decree.    Thus  it  was  with  many  other  Pagan  authorities. 
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These  gesa  prevented  them  from  either  corrupting  the  tradi- 
tions or  the  laws. 

From  what  I  have  now  said,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  records 
of  Ireland  are  as  credible  as  those  of  any  other  nation,  thus 
supported  by  the  writings  of  ancient  Pagan  authors,  and  invest- 
igated by  the  holy  clergy  and  prelates  or  the  Irish  Church. 


Thf  Feis  Temrach  held  by  King  Laegari — Palaces  of  Temhair- 

Arrangement  of  the  Grand  Convention, 

Laegari,  son  of  Niall,  convened  this  assembly,  according  to 
the  usage  of  his  predecessors,  for  tho  purpose  of  reforming  the 
customs  and  laws  of  his  kingdom,  at  the  general  convention  of 
the  nation.  When  the  nobles  and  ollamhs  of  Ireland  met 
together  on  such  occasions,  the  Ard-Righ,  or  Sovereign  King  of 
Ireland,  dwelt  with  his  household,  apart  from  the  rest,  in  the 
Hall  of  Mi-Cuarta,  which  was  specially  reserved  as  his 
royal  residence.  Besides  this,  each  of  the  provincial  kings 
had  a  royal  residence  appropriated  to  himself,  at  Temhair.  Thus 
the  King  of  Munster  had  tne  Loncj-Muimnech  (Long-Mueenagh). 
Long  is  synonymous  with  techy  as  the  poet  shows  in  the  following 
saying :  "  Not  more  churlish  to  a  multitude  is  a  bad  house  (tech) 
without  inmates,  than  is  a  thronged  mansion  (fouy)."  And,  hence, 
comes  the  word  longphort,  a  town,  i.  a  a  port,  anglice,  a  fort>  or 
embankment,  on  or  within  which  there  are  houses,  L  e.  longa. 
The  King  of  Lcinster  occupied  the  Long  Laighnech  (Long- 
Loynagh),  or  Lcinster  House.  The  King  of  Connaught's  resi- 
dence was  called  the  Coisir-Connactach  (Coshir-ConnaghtagK^ 
Con  naught  Banquet-House.  The  King  of  Ulster  dwelt  in  the 
Eohrais-Ulladh  {Aghrish-  Ulla),  or  Ulster  House.  Besides  these, 
there  were  then  three  other  chief  buildings,  at  that  time,  at 
Temhair,  namely :  the  Carcar-na-ngiall  (CarÍcar-nang-eeaC^  the 
Stronghold  of  the  Hostages,  where  tne  King  of  Ireland  kept  his 
prisoners ;  the  second  building  was  called  Relta-na-b-filedh  (/ftutts- 
va-villah),  that  is,  the  Star  of  the  Bards.  In  it  the  brebona, 
ollamhs  and  bards  held  their  sittings,  and  here  fines  and  erics 
were  imposed  upon  thos3  who  violated  tho  laws  and  customs  of 
the  nation.     The  third  building  was  the  Griauan-na-n-inghen 


(Geeanawn-nan~Í7w?'m\  that  is  tho  Palace,  or  House,  of  the 
Ladies.  The  provincial  queens  resided  in  this,  each  in  her  own 
private  apartments,  though  within  the  enclosure  of  the  building. 
But  when  the  whole  convention  met  to  originate  or  confirm 
laws  and  rules  for  the  nation,  it  held  its  sessions  in  the  Tech-mi- 
cuarta  (Tagh-mee-coorta)}  which  was  their  hall  of  public  delibera- 
tion.   In  that  hall,  the  members  of  the  convention  sat  after  the 
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following  order:  the  King  of  Ireland  sat  upon  his  throne  in  the 

centre  of  the  assembly,  with  his  face  to  the  west ;  the  King  of 

Monster  sat  to  the  south  of  "him,  for  the  ends  of  the  building 

faced  east  and  west ;  the  Bang  of  Leinster  sat  opposite  him ;  the 

Eing  of  Oonnaught  behind  him,  and  behind  the  King  of  Con- 

naught,  again,  sat  the  Ollamhs  of  Ireland.    The  King  of  Ulster 

aat  at  the  King's  right  hand,  to  the  north  of  him,    A  number  of 

«the  real  nobility  of  his  own  proper  Fifth  sat  near  each  of  these 

princes.    The  following  rhymes  nave  been  composed  by  a  bord- 

iustorian  upon  the  above-mentioned  arrangement ; 

"  The  Mnnstermen  sit  towards  the  south — 
This  doubtless  right  do  man  denies ; 
The  Leinstermen,  strong  in  their  might. 
Confront  the  Ard-righ,  face  to  face. 

"  Behind  the  king,  sit  Comment's  men, 
Near  whom  the  truthful  Ollamhs  stay ; 
There,  too,  the  King  of  Araide*  sits, 
In  his  own  wonted,  proper  seat 

. •  Kxngqf  Araide,  i  a  of  Dal- Araide, 
m"  this  is  meant  the  King  of  the  pro- 
»  Uladh,  or  Ulidia,  as  reduced  by 
i  encroachments  of  the  Oirghiallaigh. 
Isj  remarkable  that,  instead  of  the 
provincial  kings,  mentioned  in  Dr. 
king's  prose,  there  are  five  named  in 
i  bardic  stanzas ;  and  that,  amongst 
^sjbe  latter  five,  no  Bang  of  Uladh  is  men- 
We  also  find   the  King   of 
who  represented  the  ancient 
Kings,  driven  oat  of  his  pro- 
place,  and  the  King  of  Oirghiall 
ited  therein.    This,  while  it  proves 
"that  the  verses  were  written  subsequent 
%o  the  dismemberment  of  Ulster  by  the 
Oollas,  about  A.D.  331,  seems  also  to 
mrgne  that  it  was  written  previous  to 
the  establishment   of   the    Kingdom 
Ailech,  by  the  Northern  Ui  Neill,  and 
the  supremacy  acquired  by  the  latter 
tribe  in    Ulster.     The   arrangement 
given  down  in  the  prose  is,  indeed,  that 
which  was  the  usage  whilst  the  Clanna 
Bndraide,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  flourished  as 
lords  paramount  of  all  Ulster.    The 
Kings  of  Connaught  would  seem  to 
have  occupied  the  least  honored  place 
in  the  States-General,  perhaps  because 
the  supremacy  of  that  Fifth  was  latest 
wrested  from  the  Fer-Bolgs,  by  the 
race  of  Miledh. 
The    following    benediction,    pro- 


nounced by  St  Patrick  upon  Ireland 
and  its  inhabitants,  is  found  in  the  Book 
of  Rights,  prefixed  to  the  tract  called, 
The  Privileges  of  the  King  of  Eri,  at 
Temhair: 

TRAKSLATIOK. 

Tmi  Blmsdto  of  Qoj>  upon  yon  aO, 
Mm  of  ErLsona,  women. 
And  daagnters:  pTtoco-bliiaitag» 
Weal-bleating,  blearing  of  loagHlft, 
Health  blowing,  bleating  of  excellence, 
Eternal-blessing,  heaven  bleating; 
Clond-blessing,  sea-blessing, 
Fruit-blessing,  land-blessing. 
Crop-blessing,  dow-blcsslng, 
Blessing  of  elements,  blessing  of  valor, 
Blessing  of  dexterity,  blessing;  of  glory, 
Blessing  of  deeds,  blessing  of  Donor, 
Blessing  of  happiness  be  upon  yon  aD, 
Laics,  clerics,  while  I  command 
Th    blessing  of  the  men  of  Heaven ; 
It  la  my  bequest,  at  it  it  a  peupbtuat. 

BLBASIKO. 


ORIGINAL. 

Bx?n>ACirr  De  foraibh  nOl, 
Fcralbh  Erend,  macalbh,  mnaibh, 
Sceo  Inghenalbh,  iialth-bhendacht, 
Bal-bhcndacht,  buan-bhendacht, 
81on-bhcndacht,  sar-bhendacht, 
Sir-bhendacht,  bendacht  Nlmbó, 
Nel-bhendacht,  bendacht  mara, 
Mese-bhendacht.  bendacht  thlre. 
Toradh-bhendacnt,  bendacht  druchta, 
Bendacht  daithi,  bendacht  gaili, 
Bendacht  galscidh,  bendacht  gotha, 
Bendacht  gnlmha,  bendacht  ord&n, 
Bendacht  iilnL,  foraibh  nili, 
Laechalbh,  cleircbibh,  ccln  foreongraldh, 
Bendacht  fer  Nlmhe ; 
la  mo  abort,  6t  Burni-BHKrsACJR. 
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"  The  right  hand  of  strong  Tcmhair'a  King, 
By  well-known  and  unquestioned  rale, 
Belongs  to  Oirghiall's  favored  men, 
'Mongst  thorn  no  rival  claims  a  scat." 

It  was  over  Lacgari,  son  of  Niall,  that  the  people  of  Leinster 
and  Crimthann,  son  of  Enna  Kcnnselach,  gained  the  battle  of  Ath 
Dara.41  The  king  was  made  prisoner  at  this  battle,  but  hi* 
enemies  set  him  at  liberty,  upon  his  giving  the  Sun,  Moon  and 
Stars  of  Heaven  as  guarantees  that  he  would  never  again  de- 
mand  the  Boromha  Laighen,11  or  Cow  Tribute  of  Lcinst?r,  from 
them,  lie,  however,  did  not  keep  his  oath.  But  in  vengeance 
for  his  perjury,  he  was  killed43  by  lightning  at  Grellach-Dabail, 
near  the  Liffey.     Of  his  death ;  a  poet  says  : 

'•  Laegari.  son  of  Xiall,  fell 
Near  Lifi's  stream  of  greenest  banks ; 
God's  vengeful  elements,  provoked, 
I  lis  doom  of  death  dealt  to  the  king." 

The  wife  of  Laegari*1  wa^  Agneis,  daughter  of  a  chieftain  of  the 
Ui  Liathain ;  and  she  was  the  mother  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Laegari, 

*  Ath-Dara,  i.  e.  the  Ford  of  the  naval  expedition.    Bat  when  he  went 

Oak.    This  place  was  situated  on  the  a  second  time,  without  regard  to  hia 

River  Berba,  or  Barrow.    Tin*  Four  oath,  with  a  great  armv,  to  demand 

Masters  record  the  battle  a*  having  th<»Bonimha  Laighen,  ana  had  reached 

been  fought  A.D.  457 — the  year  of  the  (irclluch-I)aphill,  by  the  side  of  CaUai. 

foundation  of   Armagh,   and  of   the  in    Magh   Liphi,  between    two    hills 

death  of  iScn-Phatraico.  the  chief  of  St.  called  Kri  ami  Alba,  that  he  was  there 

l*at rick's  Seniors.  slain  by  the  incensed  elements.     His 

w  Boromha  Laighen,    According  to  bi»dy  was  carried  thence  to  Temhair, 

the  historical    tract  which  take*   its  and  there   interred,  with  his  weapons 

title  fm.n  this  tribute.  Laegari  violat-  upon  him,  in  the  south-east  of   the 

ed  his  oath  in  two  years  and  a  half  external  rampart  of  Rat h-Lacgari.  with 

alW  h »  had  taken  it,  by  raukinir  a  his  face  turned  towards  the  Lcinster- 

f  >ray  irit>  Lei  aster,  where  he  seized  a  men,  as  if  fighting  them.      LAegari 

pry  of  oxen,  at  Sidh-Ncctain,  where  could   not  believe    in  the    Christian 

ili:  Boy  ne  has  its  source;  "but  as  he  religion,  l>ecause  he  had  made  a  pro- 

a  lvane.'d  to  (.-ais  the  elements  of  <Jnd  mise  to  his  father  Xiall  that  he  would 

wr  -aki-il  vengeance  upon  him.  that  is.  not    swerve    from    Pagan    customs. 

tV  air  forsook  him.  the  sun  burned  "For."  said  that  king,  •*  M*  father 

him.  and  the  earth  swallowed  him."  Niall  would  never  suffer  that  \  should 

*'  Licsnn  DmU  fr.    There  is  every  believe,  bnt  he  commanded  me  to  be 

rea-mto  conclude  that  I^iegari  died  a  buried  in  the  high  places  at  Temhair, as 

PajMii.     In  his  notes  upon  the  Four  if  in  the  midst  of  warriors  standing  «p 

Ma-*! ^rs.  I>r.  O'Donovan   tells   us,  on  in  battle." 

tin»  authority  of  an  ancient   historic        4>  Laegari  s  Wife,  $rc    The  miracle 

tract,  preserved  in  the  I/»ubhar  na  h-  introduced  in  this  place,  if  it  was  ever 

Uidhn,  tint  it  had  been  prophesied  to  really  wrought,  is  told,  accompanied 

him,  that  he  would  come  by  his  death  by    such    frivolous    and  unnecessary 

hv?twc>-!i   Kri  and   Alba   (Ireland  aril  details,  that  it  has  all  the  appearance 

Scotland  i.  fir  whieh  reason  In1  (unlike  of  being  one  of  those  extravagant  fabki 

his  tatb-T  Xiall  i  n-ver  went  0:1  a:iy  with  which  story-tellers  have  disfigured 


/ 
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whom  we  shall  hereafter  find  on  the  Irish  throne.  This  lady  did 
not  follow  her  husband's  example,  but  had  received  the  faith  from 
St  Patrick.  Patrick,  on  one  occasion  came  to  visit  her,  attended 
bj  his  escort  of  priests.  The  queen  welcomed  them,  and  got  food 
prepared  for  them ;  whereupon,  her  son  Lugaidh  commenced  to 
eat  of  it  ravenously.  While  he  was  thus  engaged,  a  piece  of 
meat  stuck  in  his  throat,  by  which  he  was  choked,  and  he  died  im- 
mediately. The  queen  screamed,  and  threw  her  son  upon  the 
protection  of  Patrick.  The  saint  then  retired  to  a  solitary  house, 
whither  he  ordered  the  child's  dead  body  to  be  brought  to  him.  He 
there  made  fervent  prayer  to  God,  and  remained  alone  with  the 
body  for  three  days  and  three  nights,  without  meat  or  drink.  On 
the  third  day,  the  archangel  Michael  came  to  him,  in  the  shape  of 
a  dove,  and  told  him  it  was  the  will  of  God  to  have  his  prayer 
granted,  and  the  child  restored  to  life.  The  dove  then  thriíst 
its  bill  into  the  open  mouth  of  the  boy,  who  lay  upon  his  back, 
and  plucked  the  piece  of  meat  from  his  throat  Then  the  boy 
Logaidh  recovered  immediately,  and  the  dove  vanished  unper- 
oeivecL 

When  the  queen  heard  that  her  son  was  alive  again,  she  came 
joyfully  to  Patrick,  and  knelt  at  his  feet  to  thank  nim.  "  Prin- 
cess," said  he,  "  it  is  not  to  me  thou  owest  thanks  for  thy  son, 
but  to  the  archangel  Michael,  who  has  restored  him  to  life."  He 
then  told  her  the  meaning  of  his  words.    Whep  she  had  heard 


(he  lives  of  many  of  the  fathers  of  the  tian  missionaries  in  other  lands,  St. 

Irish  Church — seemingly  with  no  other  Patrick  might  have  applied  the  words 

object  than  the  amusement  of  the  igno-  of  the  Roman  conqueror  of  the  neigh- 

ramVvulgar.    Though  Dr.  Keating  has  boring  isle  of  Britain,  Fem,  Vidt,  rici, 

transcribed  but  few  of  these  in  his  to  the  moral  conquest  which  he  achiev 

history,  he  has  still  introduced  but  too  ed  in  Pagan  Ireland.    The  apostle  is 

many  of  such  childish  and  incredible  scarcely  in  his  grave,  when  the  country 

tales.    If  it  did  please  the  Almighty  which    ho   has  converted  is  already 

to  suspend  the   ordinary  routine  of  famed  throughout  Christendom  for  the 

natural  law,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  number  of  tier  schools  of  piety  and 

labors  of  these  holy  men,  it  is  vain  for  learning ;    famed  for  the  number  of 

os  to  search  for  the  workings  of  the  zealous  missionaries  she  has  sent  forth 

divine  hand  in  many  of  the  needless  to  teach  the  saving  truths  of  the  Gos- 

and    objectless  miracles,  recorded  in  pel  to  the  barbarian  conquerors  of 

many  of  those  romantic  compositions  Europe,  and  famed,  also,  for  her  classic 

composed  by  Irish  story-tellers,  with  no  and  scientific  scholars  —  pioneers  of 

higher  object  than  that  of  many  of  the  that  civilization  that  was  destined  to 

novelists  of  modern   times — pastime,  succeed  the  effete  systems  of  Greece 

We  need  not,  indeed,  to  have  recourse  and  Rome.     Even  in  St.  Patrick's 

to  Bibulous  narratives  in  order  to  form  lifetime,  the  Hibernian  Scot  Siedhuil 

an  estimate  of  the  wonderful  fruits  of  (Shiel),  called  in  Latin  Sedulius,  among 

the  labors  and  preaching  of  St.  Patrick  other  writings  of  merit,  was  the  author 

and  his  disciples.    It  may  be  learned  of  a  Latin  poem  (the  Paschale  Opus)» 

from  the  almost  instantaneous  spring-  upon  the  life  of  Christ,  from  which  the 

ing  up  of  the  Irish  Church.  Compared  Catholic  Church  has  selected  some  of 

with  the  slow  progress  made  by  Chris-  her  most  beautiful  hymns. — See  Moon. 
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We  have  heretofore  treated  of  the  affairs  transacted  at  the 
Feis  of  Temhair.  The  chief  business  done  at  the  two  latter  was 
the  examination  of  those  persons,  who  exercised  mechanical  or 
laborious  crafts  in  Ireland,  such  as  the  smiths,  carpenters,  or 
other  handicraftmen.  The  ollamhs  and  nobles,  assembled  at 
those  meetings,  were  wont  to  elect  sixty  persona  of  each  craft  out 
of  those  that  presented  themselves  on  these  occasions-;  after  this, 
they  assigned  to  each  man  his  own  distinct  district  of  Ireland,* 
wherein  to  practice  his  calling ;  but,  even  then,  it  was  not  law* 
€ul  for  him  to  practice  his  craft,  in  such  district,  without  having 
first  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Saei-re-ceird  (See-re-caird), 
or  Master  Mechanic  of  his  own  craft,  who  presided  over  the 
district  assigned  to  him ;  and  without  having  been  approved 
toy  said  Master  Mechanic,  as  fully  competent  to  practice  his  craft, 
because  "  Bardcraft"  is  similar  to  Handicraft." 

The  Lebar  Iris  calls  Olild  Molt,  the  King  of  the  Scots.  It 
^vms  daring  his  reign  St  Beqen,  or  St  Benignus,  the  Comhorba 
or  successor  of  St  Patrick,"  died.  It  was,  moreover,  in  his  tame 
that  the  Scots  and  Picts  waged  war  against  Ambrosius»  King  of 
Britain.    Conall  Cremthanni"  died  during  his  reign,  as  did,  like* 

Mmkain.    These  must  not  be  coofoand-  pller  of  the  Book  of  Bights»  as  the 

«d  with  the  great  national  festivals  held,  Mowing  verse  of  that  ancient  work 

ms  before  seen,  at  Tlactga,  Talti  and  testifies : 

Uisnech,     The  aentaighe  (amtAee),  or         "Btnm  >hltMfagimtliit-n 

fairs,  held  at  Emhainand  Cmachain  la  h«  who  pEo^inCWairi  Palter 

must  have  been  respectively  the  pro-  25«, *•»{•  **<*  tencha»  «f  Mohking, 

uncial  festivals  of  Ulster  and    Con-  Th«t  aobieat  waika  the  land  of  Mumi».* 

Yftaught.    They  seem  improperly  intro-  a  Conall  Cremtharmi,   the  brother 

dnced  here,  in  so  much  as  Emhain  had  of  Laegari,  and  the  ancestor  of  the 

Iboen   destroyed  centuries  before  the  royal  family  of   O'Mael-Sechlain,  or 

present  reigu,  and  the  former  glory  of  O'Melaghlin,  who  bore  the  tribe  name 

the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Miledh,  had  long  of  Clann  Colmain.    Seventeen  Irish 

passed  away.    Connaught,  too,  was  no  monarchs  descended  from  this  Conall, 

longer  held  by  her  ancient  Belgic  kings,  who  died  in  475.    In  the  year  464,  his 

2She  had  now  become  an  apponage  of  brother,  Conall  Gulban,  founder  of  the 

the    race  of  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Kinel-Conaiil,  had  been  killed  by  the 

battles.  Masraide,  an  ancient  tribe  of  Belgae, 

u  Bardcraft,  tfc  In  Gaelic, "  Is  inann  or  Fer-Bolgs,  seated  in  Magh-Slecht, 

Uiii    is  ceird " — seemingly  an  ancient  near  BaUy-Afagauran,  county'  Cavan, 

legal  maxim,  which  would  mean  that  and  in  the  next  year,  we  are  told,  that 

the  members  of  the  bardic  and  mechaui-  Eogan,  son  of  >  iall,  founder  of  Kinel 

oal  professions  were  governed  by  simi-  Eogain,  died  of  grief  for  his  brother 

lar  laws.  Conall,  and  was  buried  at  UiscirCaein, 

"   Camharba  of  St.   Patrick.      St  now  Kskaheen,  in  Inishowen,  county 

X3eoen  had  succeeded  St  Patrick  as  Donegal 

-Archbishop  of  Armagh,  upon  the  lat-  «  of  tea»  died  Eocan,  eon  of  Ntaii, 

ter  saint's  retirement  from  that  see  (So  loving  was  his  kindly  nature,) 

i*455.    The  Gaelic  word,  Comharl»,  JftSlí£lw£í3fr 

ixieans    ecclesiastical    successor.     As 

before  stated,  he  was  the  original  com-   — «*  *<***  Masters. 
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wise,  St  Iarlathi,*4  who  was  the  third  Archbishop  of  Armagh, 
after  St.  Patrick.    Simplicius  was  then  the  Sovereign  Pontiff 

Olild  Molt  fought  the  battle  of  Duinha-Caichir"  against  the 
Leittstermen,  in  which 'great  numbers  fell  on  both  sides.  At- 
tacked by  Lugaidh,  son  of  his  predecessor  Laegari,  who  was  as- 
sisted by  Murkertach  Mor  Mac  Erca,  by  Fergus  KerbeoL  son  of 
Conall  Cremthanni,  and  by  Fiacaidh  Lonn,  son  of  Caelbadh,  Kins 
of  Dal-  Araide,  Olild  was  vanquished  and  slain,  at  the  battle  of 
Ocha,**  of  which  the  bard  says : 

M  By  Lagaidh  and  by  Fiachra  Loan 
And  by  tho  tall  Murkertach  Mor, 
With  whom  was  Fergus,  free  from  faults, 
Was  slain  the  generous  Olild  Molt" 

It  was  twenty  years  after  this  battle  of  Ocha,  that  the  six  sons  of 
Ere,  son  of  Eocaidh  Munremar,  passed  over  to  Alba.  They  were 
named  the  two  Aenguses,  the  two  Loams  and  the  two  Ferguses. 

Three  hundred  and  seven  years  had  passed  between  the  time 
of  Concobar,  son  of  Nesa,  and  that  of  Cormac,  son  of  Art ;  two 
hundred  and  four  years  from  the  time  of  Cormac  until  the  battle 
of  Ocha  was  fought ;  and  it  was  twenty  years  after  that  event» 
when  the  sons  of  Ere  migrated  to  Alba. 

Duach  Galach,"  the  youngest  son  of  Brian,  son  of  Eocaidh 
Muigh-medon,  was  King  of  Connaught  in  the  time  of  Olild.  He 
reigned  seven  years,  until  he  fell  by  the  sword  of  Eocaidh 
Tirmcarna. 


LUGAIDH,  ARD-RIGIL 


A.  D.  477."  Lugaidh,"  son  of  Laegari,  son  of  Niall  Naei-jjhial- 
«ach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  now  mounted  the  throne  of  Ireland, 

M  St.  Iarlathi.     His  name  is  also    combat,  rendered  masters  of  all  te- 
writtcn    Iarfhlaithe  (Eerlahie).     He    land."— Moore.   The  chíeliwfco voted 


did  not  die  until  the  next  reign,  in  against  Olild  on  this  occasion 

481.     He  must  not  be   confounded  his  successor   Lagaidh, 

with  St  larlath,  of  Tuam.  St  Patrick  Mac  Erca,  Feigns  Kerbeol, 

being  still  alive,  had  now  seen  two  of  king  of  Dal-Araide,  and  Crhntfcafta* 

his  successors  borne  to  their  graves  king  of  Leinster.    "Itwasoftbja 

before  himself.  tie  Beg  Mac  Dé  said: 

*  Dumha   Cakhtr,   i.  e.   Catcher's  M_          M.   _*,*^         «_ 

Mound.  It  is  sometimes  called  Dumha  iUX?  S$í  ££*.££  iSgL 

Aichir.    Locality  unknown.  HfeiMt OHM  Molt, M«rM&.    ' 

•*  Ocha.    This  place  was  situated  Oar  whoa  th>  tribe  of  AmUi  tit— ■ 

near  Terahair.    "  The  memorable  mi-  — See  Four  Matters. 

gration  of  the  sons  of  Ere  is  marked  "  Duach   Galach.     Ttí*  was   tks 

by  Irish  annalists  as  having  occurred  youth  to  whom  St  Patrick  had  cHva 

twenty  years  after  the  great  battle  of  his  benediction.    It  was  Doaoh  Totr» 

Ocha,  in  which  Olild  Molt  was  slain,  nmha,  not  Duach  Galach,  that  fell  fcy 

This  battle  itself  too,  forms  an  epoch  Eocaidh  Tirmcarna,  several  yeanlafcw. 

in  Irish  history,  as  the  race  of  the  "  A.  D.  479.    Fómr  Ma$tm. 

Nials,  on  whom  victory  then  declared,  "  Ldoaidr  VI.  HonfgMd 

were,  by  the  fortunes  of  that  day's  five  yean,  according  to  r 
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hich  lie  held  for  twenty  years.  All  this  time  Fraech,  son  of  Finn- 
_,  _itHIi|  was  King  of  Leinster.  In  the  reign  of  Lugaidh  waB  fought 
tmhe  battle  of  Kell-Osna,**  in  Magh-Fea,  m  the  county  of  Carlow, 
gour  miles  west  of  Leighlin.  In  it  fell  Aengus,  son  of  Nadfraeqh, 
"E<ing  of  Minister,*1  after  he  had  reigned  thirty-six  years;  and 
ith  him  was  slain  his  wife  Ethni  Uathach,  daughter  of  Grimth- 
nn,  son  of  Enna  Kennselach.  They  were  slam  by  Murkertach 
Cor  Mae  Erca,  and  CHild^  son  of  JDunlaing.  It  was  of  this 
ght  that  the  poet  has  said : 

«  Then  died  that  branch,  that  rereading  tree"  of  gold» 
Praiseworthy  Aéngus,  son  of  Nadfraeeh, 
By  Oiild's  hand  his  hick  went  down, 
On  fell  Kell-Osnadh's  sloping  field." 

After  this,  Fraech,  son  of  Finncáidh,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 

1  by  Eocaidh,  son  of  Carbri.    Felix  the  Third  was  then 

ope,  that  is,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Lugaidh,  son  of 

rari.    About  this  time,  also,  was  fought  the  ba,ttle  of  Slem- 

,•*  in  Meath,  by  Carbri,  son  of  NiaU  of  the  Nine  Hostages. 

Mochaei,"  of  Aendrom,  died,  and  the  battle  of  Kenn- Albi*4 

"  K&oma,  or  Kell-osnadha,  is  now  baptised  him  at  Cashel,  and,  by  a 

*"  x  n,  and  lies  in  the  barony  Of  singular  mistake,  put  his  faith  to  the 

trial  by  piercing  his  foot  with   his 

*  King  of  Mwuter.    According  to  croxier. '  —  (Tlkmowm.      Numerous, 

old  annals  of  InnisfaHen,  he  was  indeed,  they  are,  but  when  will  they 

of  the  five  kings  of  the  line  of  remember  that  the  altars  of  Cashel  lie 

V  that  the  southerns  claimed  as  overthrown,  that  strangers  possess  the 

irehs  of  Ireland,  after  the  introduo-  fertile  fields  of  the  Eoganachte,  and  that 

of  Christianity.  It  is  evident,  how-  gaunt   famine,   more    murderous   by 

,  that  he  was  never  generally  ack-  far  than  the  swords  of  Leth  Cuinn, 

wledged  as  such,  though  he  may  spreads  periodical  desolation  through 

been  called  so  by  his  own  people,  the    wretched    homesteads   of  Leth- 

have  had  more  power  in  his  own  Mogha  ? — Ed. 

ia*alf  of  Ireland  than  the  monarch  had  •  Granni.    There  were  two  battles 

in    hia.*  The  battle  in  which  he  fell  fought  at  this  place  in  the  reign  of 

was  fought  in  489.                      ^  Lugaidh.    In  the  first,  fought  in  485, 

**  Spreading  Tree,  fo.    "  He  is  the  amongst  the  Leinstermen  themselves, 

J*>*nmon  ancestor  of  the  sept  of  Mac  Finncaidh,  lord  of  the  Lfi  Kinnselaigh, 

J^ntfay,    O'Callaghan,    O'Keeflfe    and  and  father  of  Fraech,  fell.    The  second, 

J£  Sullivan,    now    so    widely    spread  that  above-mentioned,  was  fought  in 

~Pr°Q^hout    Ireland,     England    and  492,  against  Murkertach  Mac  Erca. 

^^fcrica,  and  even  on  the  continent  *  Slemhain.  This  battle  was  fought 

?*_  Europe,    where    some    of    them  in  492.    The  Carbri,  son  of  Niall,  who 

«***  coronets.    If  the  saplings  of  the  gained  it,  was  an  obstinate  Pagan,  and 

^g^eading  tree  of  gold  "  could  now  be  an  inveterate  enemyof  St.  Patrick. 

!?2*oned  in  the  countries  in   which  *  St .  MochaeL    He  was  a  disciple  of 

Jr^y  Have  pullulated,  it  would  appear  Patrick.    He  died  in  496.    Aendrom 

!?*t    they  are  vastly  numerous,  and  is  now  called  Mahee  Island — situated 

j******  as  the  multiplication  of  a  race  is  in  Strangford  Lough. 

•Mesaing,  King  Aengus  has  reaped  •  Ktnn  Albi.    Probably  the  name  of 

r11*  full  benefit  of  the '  alma  benedictio'  some  hill  in  Magh  Albi,  in  the  south  of 

"^Parted  by  St.  Patrick,  when   he  Kildare.  The  battle  was  fought  in  494. 
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was  fought  in  Leinster,  by  Carbri,  the  above-mentioned 
Niall ;  then,  also,  was  fought  the  battle  of  Seghais,"  where 
Teng-umha,  King  of  Connaughtj  was  killed  by  Murkerta 
Mac  Erca,  as  the  poet  says  in  this  verse : 

"  The  battle  of  Délga,  the  battle  of  Mucrumha, 
And  the  battle  of  Tuaim  Druba, 
And,  with  these,  the  battle  of  Seghais, 
•     Wherein  fell  Duach  Téng-umha." 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  battle  of  Lochmagh"  was 
by  the  Leinstermen  over  the  Ui  Neill,  and  in  it  great  n 
were  slain  on  both  sides. 

Final  Settlement  of  the  DalrRiadic  Scots*  in  Alba* 

A.  D.  503.  Shortly  afterwards,  Fergus  Mor,  son  o 
with  the  Dal  Riada,  emigrated  to  Alba,  and  seized  x 

sovereignty. ta* 

67  Seghais.    The  old  name  of  the  would  appear  that  the  Seoto-. 

Curlieu  Hills,  near  Boyle,  on  the  con-  colonists  were,  at  the  present 

fines  of  Roscommon  and  Sligo.    "  The  pressed  by  their  neignbon  1 

cause  of  the  battle  was  this,  viz :  Mur-  The   reader  most  not  confc 

kertach  was  a  guarantee  between  the  Ere,  the  Dalriadic  chief,  witl 

king   and    Eocaidh   Tirmcarna,   his  Erca,  the  mother  of  Marks 

brother,  and  Eocaidh  was  taken  pris-  next  king  of  Ireland, 

oner,  against  the  protection  of  Murker-  **  Seized  upon  its  Soveisign 

tach.    In  proof  of  which  Kennfaeladh  colony  planted  in  those  rej 

said :  Carbri  Biada,  in  the  nrfdffl 

-TheNu«eof8«gh«i»-  $££  century,  though  const 

From  woman's  wroth  It  sprang;  With  supplies  from  tM   IMtt 

joruuueoii,  jjumos  0*0*0«*  i  frequent  risks  of  extirpation  ! 

—Four  Masters.  superior  power  of  their  neigfc 

Duiscch  was  the  wife  of  Murkertach  rivals,  the  Picts.    In  the  j 

Mac  Erca,  whom  she  excited  to  fight  however,  the    Dalriadian  u 

this  battle  against  her  own  father,  Ireland,  aided  by  the  then  aft 

because  he  had  imprisoned  her  foster*  influence  of  the  Hy-Nial  fin 

father.  enabled  to  transplant  a  net 

ta  Lochmagh,     The  battle  was  not  into  North  Britain,  which,  6 

fought  until  500.  the  limits  of  the  former  settle 

"  Settlement  of  the  Dal-Riadic  Scots,  np,  for  the  first  time,  a  regal  a 

This  migration  is  improperly  entered  and  became,  in  a  single  onto 

at  A.  D.  498  in  the  Four  Masters.   It  cicntly  powerful  to  shake  of 

did  not  occur  until  the  year  503,  as  Dr.  pendenee  upon    Ireland."  — 

Connor  has  shown  (Proleg.  ad  Annn  p.  aistory  cf  Ireland, 

Ixxxvi.)  —  See  Dr.  (?  Donovan's  noU  "  The  Scots  were  of  Irian 

upon  the  event,  p.  160  Four  Masters.  for,  to  the  great  confWoo  of 

n  Ere.    He  was  the  son  of  Eocaidh  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland.  1 

Munrcmhar,  and  King  of  the  Dal-Ria»  least,  of  the  conquerinr  and  ' 

da.    lie  had  himself  made  a  fresh  Irish  nating  caste,  wen  cauni  Si 

settlement  in  Alba  in  440 ;  but,  it  colony  of  then  Irish  deota 
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Death  of  St.  Patrice,  the  Apostle. 

St.  Patrick  died"  in  Ireland,  A.  D.  493,  in  the  fourteenth  year 
<">f  Lugaidli's  reign,  after  having  lived  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  years  on  this  earth,  as  I  have  heretofore  shown. 

«ruislied  by  the  name  of  Dalriads,  or  proaehed,   be   reocived    the    body   of 

J>aIreodini,    natives    of    Ulster,    had  Christ   &MB   the   bauds  of  the   holy 

^nrly  attempted  a  settlement  on  tho  bishop,  Tassnch,  in  the  hundred  and 

coast   of  Argylesbire.      Tbey   finally  twenty  •second   year   of  his   age,   and 

«Mtablished  themselves  there  uuder  Fer-  resigned  his  spirit  to  heaven.     There 

53Toa,   tho  sou  of  Eric,  about  the  year  was  a  rising  of  battle  and  u  cattsu  of 

Í303,   and.  recruited   by  colonies  from  dkseu.-ji >n  in  the  pruviucc,  contending 

"ÍTleter,   continued  to  multiply  and  in-  for  the  body  of  Patrick,  after  his  deatE 

«urease,  until    they  formed    a   nation,  —the  Ui  Neill  and  the  Oirghialla,  at- 

"^rhich   occupied   the.  western  siile  of  tempting  to  bring  it  to  Armagh ;  the 

Scotland,"    &c—Sir    Walter  Saifs  Ulla  to  keep  it  with  liemselvee.    And 

-Hittortj  of  Scotland.  the  Ui  Neili  and  the  Girghudlo  came 

"    St.  Patrick's  Dtath.     "  Tho  age  of  to  a  certain  water,  and  the  river  swcl- 

•Cbrist.  432.    The  fifteenth  year  of  Lu-  led  against  them,  no  that  they  were  not 

££aitib,  Patrick,  son  of  Calphronn,  son  able  to  cross  it,  in  consequence  of  tie 

mmt  TlAwMh.  rtnllMnlinp.  Hml  Fi  inni In  greatness   of    the   flood.      When  the 

^*nd    Chief  Apostle  of  Ireland,  whom  flood  subsided,   these   hosts,  i.   e.  the 

IFope  Celcsline  the  First  had  sent  to  Ui  Neill  and  the  LIU,  united  on  terms 

preach    the   Gospel,    and  disseminate  of  peace  to  bring  the  body  of  Patriek 

»-e!igIon  owl  piety  among  the  Irish,  was  with   them.     It  appeared  to  each  oft 

■%he  person  who  sepnruti-d  them  from  them,  that  each  hod  the  body,  coavey- 

"*the  worship  uf  idols  and  spi.'dres,  who  in;;   it   to  their  respective  territories; 

^■onqnercd    and    destroyed    the    idols  so  that  God  separated   them  in   this 

"^rbich   they  had  for  worshiping,  who  manner,  without  ■  flgnt  or  battle.  The 

expelled  demons  and  evil  spirits  from  body  of  Patrick  was  afterwards  buried 

*»mong   them,  am]  brought  them  from  at  l>unda*!etl>-glas,  with  great   honor 

■fche    darkness  of  úa  and  vice  to  tho  and  veneration.    And  during  Ibetwelve 

I_ight   of  faith   and  good    works,   and  nights  thnt  the  religious  seniors  were 

"«who  guided  and  cuiniucted  their  souls  w'.itchin;.'   llie  body,  with   psalms  and 

Worn   the  gates  of  hell,  to  which  they  hymns,  il  w:is  not  night  in  Magh-inis, 

^rere   going,  to  the  gates  of  the  king-  or  the  ni'i^liboi'lioml;,  as  t.hey  thought. 

«dom    of  heaven.      It  was    he    that  bcit  as  if  it  were  tho  fcdl  ondarkeued 

"•aeptlzcil  and  blessed  the  men,  women,  light,  of  day." — Four  Masters. 

suns    and   daughters  of  Ireland,  with  Tin'  'IWaoli  montioned  in  the  ci- 

fcheir  territories  and  tribes,  both  fresh  tract,  was  the   natron  saint  of  Rath 

"«raters  and  sea  inlets.     It  was  by  him  Colptha,  now  Rabolp,  near  Snnl,  in  the 

that      many     ccIIb,    monasteries    and  barony  of  I/rale,  and  county  Down. 

«lurches  were  founded  (lirunglioiil.  Ire-  Saul  (in   Irish,   Sabhal  Phndraig,  i.  e. 

land,    seven     hundred    churches    was  Patrick's   Barn,)   was  tho  first  place 

■their    number.     It  was  by  him   that  where   the  saint  had   celebrated   the 

tishops,  priests,  and  persons  of  every  Divine  Sacrifice  after  his  landing   in 

«lignity    were    ordained,    seven     bun-  Ireland.     It  was  granted  to  him  by  the 

<Jred  bishops  and  three  tiiou-nnd  pne-ts  i-hicl'iain   Dicbo,   hia   earliest  convert, 

■\\-jia    their   number.      He   worked   so  and  having  been  consecrated   by  his 

many  miracles  and  wooden,  that  tho  first  spiritoai  triumph,  it  continued  to 

human  mind  is  incapable  of  remember-  be   his  mosl  favored   retreat,  unto   Ms 

ing  or  recording  the  amount  of  good  death.     "  No  sooner  had   the  news 

which  be  did  upon  the  earth.     When  spread   throughout    Ireland    that  the 

the  time  of  St.  Patrick's  death  ap-  great  apostle  was  do  more,  than  the 
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Lugaidh  died  soon  after.    He  was  killed  by  lightning,  at 

Achadh-Farchn,71  for  having  violated  the  law  of  St  Patrick. 

MURKERTACH  MOB  MAC  ERCA,  AED-RIGH. 

A.D.  497. n  MurkertachM  Mac  Erca,  son  of  Muredach,  son  of 
Eogan,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  succeeded  to  the 
throne,  and  reigned  twenty-four  years.  Erca,  daughter  of  Loarn, 
or  Lodharn,  King  of  Alba,  was  his  mother.  In  the  beginning 
of  this  monarch's  reign,  St.  Kiaran  Mac  an  t-Saeir  (Mac  an  Theer) 
was  born.  This  saint  was  of  the  race  of  Gore,  son  of  Fergus 
Mac  Roigh,  of  the  line  of  Ir.  About  this  time,  also,  was  born 
the  holy  abbot  St.  Comgall  (Cowgal  or  Cowal\  of  Bennchor,  who 
had  forty  thousand  monks  under  his  rule  and  government,  as  we 
read  in  the  Bed  Book  of  Mac  Aedagain.  This  should  be  the 
more  readily  believed,  as  we  read  in  a  work  of  unquestioned 
authority,  namely :  in  St.  Bernard's  Life  of  MaJachias,  that  one 
of  the  disciples  of  the  abbot  St  Comgall,  who  had  been  sent  on 
the  mission  from  his  monastery,  had  himself  founded  one  hun- 
dred monasteries.  St  Comgall  was  of  the  race  of  Irial,  son  of 
Conall  Kearnnch,  son  of  Amirghin,  of  Clanna  Budraide,  who 
ewere  of  the  line  of  Ir,  son  of  Milcdh.  His  descent  is  thus  record- 
ed in  a  verse  of  the  Naeimh-shenchas"  (Neeiriiannaghas): 

clergy  flocked  from  all  quarters  to  years  after  the  death  of  the  fast  moo- 
Sabhul,  to  assist  in  solemnizing  his  arch.  The  probability,  however, 
obsequies ;  and  as  every  bishop,  or  is,  that  there  was  none ;  lor  Marker- 
priest,  according  as  he  arrived,  felt  tach,  who  was  the  Hector  of  the  Ui 
naturally  anxious  to  loin  in  honoring  Neill,  was  then  too  powerM  in  Irt> 
the  dead,  by  the  celebration  of  the  land  to  be  kept  from  toe  throne.  The 
Holy  Mysteries,  the  rites  were  con-  Minister  annalists,  however,  do  not  atíV 
tinued  without  interruption  through  mit  of  his  immediate  accession  to  the 
day  and  night  To  psalmody  and  royalty,  but,  about  this  epoch,  would 
chaunting  of  hymns  the  hours  of  the  place  the  crown  upon  the  heed  of 
night  were  all  devoted,  and  so  great  Eocaidh,  son  of  Aengns,  King  of  Letb- 
was  the  pomp  and  profusion  of  torches  Mogha,  in  hie  place, 
kept  constantly  burning,  that,  as  those  "  Mubkbbtach  JX  Dr.  Kemtinghae 
who  describe  the  scene  express  it,  dark-  called  him  elsewhere  the  brother  ofFer- 
ness  was  dispelled,  and  the  whole  time  gus  Mor,  son  of  Ere,  King  of  the  Del- 
appeared  to  be  one  constant  day." —  Biada.  He  was,  however,  bat  the  eietw 
Moore's  Ilistory  of  Ireland.  nal  cousin  of  that  conqueror.  It  is  tab 
"  Achadh  Farclia ;  i.e.  the  Field  of  monarch,  that  is  said  to  have  sent  the 
Lightning ;  it  lay  in  Mcath.  Lugaidh  Lia  Fail  to  Scotland ;  hot  whoever 
had  insulted  St  Patrick,  and  for  it  he  will  judge  his  character  by  hie  deeds, 
is  said  to  have  been  thus  puuishecL  must  see  the  extreme  improbabUiihr  of 
u  Upon  the  awful  Achrfh  Fircha  supposing  that  so  proud  and  warlike  % 
Dta  iwMb.Mii  of  Lm*m1  champion  would  have  parted  with  the 

Without  nralee  In  Heaven  or  here ;  .«,*&  jnmnimntir*^j!ZI ftf  «k~  *  - 

A  flesh  of  lightning  emote  him  dowa,**  sacred  inauguration-stone  or  tne  ktafi 

Four  Masters  othfo  race. 

n  A.  D.  504.      Id.      O'Flaherty       n  NaeimhrShem^l^  the 

introduces    an   interregnum   of   five  history. 
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u  Comgall  of  Bennchor,  &on  of  Sedna, 
Whose  soul  no  dread  of  death  dismayed, 
From  triad's  lordly  race  had  sprang, 
Of  the  blood  of  Inal,  son  of  OomhaB." 

The  Emperor  Anastasius  died  about  this  time ;  when,  also, 
died  St  Cainnech, w  of  Achadh-Bo  [ahavo].  This  saint  sprung 
from  the  blood  of  Fergus  Mac  Eoigh.  About  this  time,  was 
born  Colam-Killi,  or  Columkille,"  son  of  Fergus  Kenn-fada,  son 
of  Connal  Gulban,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages ;  and  now, 
also,   died  St  Brighitt,"  daughter  of  Dubhtach  Bonn,  son  of 

79  St.  Cainnech.  He  did  not  die  until  the  close  of  the  5th  century,  by  St 
A.  M.  508.  From  him  Kilkenny  (in  Brigid  ;  and  so  general  was  the  en- 
Irish,  Gill  Chainnigh,  i.  e.  the  Church  thusiasm  which  her  example  excited, 
or  Cell  of  Cainnech])  bas  its  name.  His  that  the  religions  order  which  she 
principal  church  was  at  Acbadh  Bo  instituted  spread  its  branches  through 
[Axhabo),  and  we  are  told  that  he  every  part  of  the  country.  She  took 
had  another  at  Gill  Bighmonigh  (now  the  vail  herself  at  a  very  early  age, 
8t  Andrews),  in  Alba. — O'D.  and  was  followed  in  this  step  by  seven 

17  Columkille.     This  saint  was  born  or  eight  maidens,  who  formed  at  first 

about  the  year  531.  her  small  religious  community.    The 

w  St.  Brighitt,  ox  Brighid  (Breeyith).  pure  sancity  of  the  virgin's  life,  and 
St  Bridget  as  her  name  has  been  com-  the  miraculous  gifts  attributed  to  her, 
monly  anglicized,  one  of  the  most  spread  her  fame  more  widely  every 
venerated  of  the  Irish  saints,  was,  as  is  day,  and  crowds  of  young  women  and 
Been  by  the  pedigree  above  given,  de-  widows  applied  for  admission  into  her 
cended  of  the  tribe  of  the  Fotharta  of  institution.  This  compelled  her  to 
Leinster.  Her  death  is  thus  recorded  found  some  one  great  establishment, 
by  the  Four  Masters:  "The  age  of  over  which  she  should  herself  preside. 
Christ  525,  St.  Brighit,  virgin,  Abbess  The  people  of  her  native  province  of 
of  Cull-dara,  died.  It  was  to  her  that  Leinster  requested  her  to  fix  upon  their 
Cill-dara  was  first  granted,  and  by  her  province  as  her  residence.  To  this 
it  was  founded.  It  was  she  who  never  she  assented,  and  a  habitation  was 
turned  her  attention  from  the  Lord  for  immediately  provided  for  her,  which 
one  hour,  but  was  constantly  raeditat-  formed  the  commencement  both  of  her 
ing  and  thinking  of  him  in  her  heart  great  monastery,  and  of  the  city  of 
and  mind,  as  is  evident  in  her  own  life  Kildarc.  The  name  of  Kfll-dara,  or 
and  in  that  of  St.  Brendan,  Bishop  of  Cell  of  the  Oak,  was  given  to  this 
Cluain-Ferta.  She  spent  her  time  dili-  mansion,  from  a  very  high  oak  tree 
gently  serving  the  Lord,  performing  that  grew  near  the  spot,  of  which  the 
wonders  and  miracles,  healing  every  trunk  still  remained  in  the  12th  century, 
disease  and  malady,  until  she  resigned  no  one  daring  to  touch  it  with  a  knife, 
her  spirit  to  heaven,  on  the  first  day  of  The  honor  of  possessing  her  remains 
the  month  of  February,  and  her  body  was  contested  not  only  by  different 
was  interred  at  Dun,  in  the  same  tomb  parts  of  Ireland — the  Ulstcrmen  claim- 
wit  h  St.  Patrick,  with  honor  and  vene-  in?  that  she  was  buried  in  Down,  not  at 
ration."  Kildare, — while  the  Picls  and  British 
The  institution  of  female  monas-  Scots  insisted  that  Abernethy  was  her 
teries,  or  nunneries,  such  as,  in  the  resting  place.  But  in  no  place  was 
4th  century,  were  established  abroad  she  honored  with  more  devotion  than 
by  Melania,  and  other  pious  women,  in  the  Western  Isles,  where  most  of  the 
was  introduced  into  Ireland,  towards  churches  were  dedicated  to  her  patron- 
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Dremni,  son  of  Bresal,  son  of  Dian,  son  of  Connla,  son  of  Art, 
son  of  Carbri  Niadh,  son  of  Cormae,  son  of  Aengus  Mor,  son  of 
Eocaidh  Finn  Fuathairt,  son  of  Feidlimidh  Rectmar,  son  of 
Tuatlial  Tectmar,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon.  She  was  then  eighty- 
seven  years  old,  according  to  some  accounts ;  according  toothers, 
seventy.  She  was  the  first  abbess  of  KiU-dara  (Kildare).  Her 
genealogy  is  given  down,  after  the  following  manner,  in  the 
bardic  senchas : 

"  Brighitt  was  daughter  of  Dubthach  Dean, 
Son  of  Dremni,  son  of  Bresal  of  smooth  hair» 
Son  of  Dian,  son  of  Connla,  son  of  Art, 
Son  of  Carbri  Niadfc,  son  of  Cormae, 
Son  of  Aengus  Mor,  of  high  esteem» 
Son  of  Eocaidh  Finn,  whom  Art  detested, 
Son  of  wise  Feidlimidh  the  Legal, 
The  glorious  Tuathal  Tectmar's  son." 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  body  of  St  Antonius,  a  holy 
monk,  was  miraculously  discovered,  and  brought  to  Alexandria! 
where  it  was  enshrined  in  the  church  of  St  John  the  Baptist 
Murkertach  fought  the  following  battles  in  one  year,1*  accord- 
ing to  what  the  historic  bard  tells  us  in  the  following  rann : 

"  The  fight  of  Kenn-eich,  the  fight  of  Almhaln, 

Í Those  were  great  and  glorious  times) 
Che  pillage  of  the  Cliachs,  the  fight  of  Aidni, 
And  the  fight  upon  Ailbi's  blood-red  plain." 

Shortly  after  fighting  these  battles,  King  Murkertach  died,"  in 

age,  the  most  solemn  oath  of  the  is-  command  of  St  Cairnech.  Having 
lander*  was  by  her  name,  ami  the  1st  had  her  lather  and  kindred,  who  were 
of  February,  every  year,  was  held  as  a  of  the  old  tribe  of  Tara,  slain  by  Un- 
solemn festival  in  her  honor.  The  very  kcrtach  in  the  battle  of  Curb,  or  Atk 
name  of  these  islands— Hebrides,  as  if  Sigh,  on  the  Boyne,  the  threw  heneif 
Ey  Bride*— -is  said  to  mean  the  Isles  in  his  way,  and  became  his  mwtnjw» 
ofBrigid. — See  Moore's  History  of  Ire-  for  the  express  purpose  of  wnaSaag 
land.  her  vengeance  upon  aim  with  fliuaUi 

n  In  one  year.    They  were  fought  facility.    And  the  story  atatea,  that 

in  526,  in  the  23d  year  of  his  reign,    she  burned  the  home  of  Cletty 

Kenn-eich,  i.  e.  the  llill  of  the  Horse,  the  head  of  the  monarch,  who, 

is  now  called  Kinneigh,  on  tlie  borders  by  the  flames,  plunged  into  a 

of  Kildare  and  Wicklow.  The  Cliachs  of  wine,  in  which  lie  was  m 

were  in  Id  rone,  eouuty  Carlow.    Aidni  Hence  it  was  that  he  waa  both  beraei 

was  in  Galway ;  and  Magh  Ailbi  in  and  drowned.— 0\Donowm. 

Kildare.  This  doom  had,  it  is  said,  bera 

M  Murkertach  died.  He  fell  a  victim  prophecied  to  him  by  St  Oairaech,  fa 

to  the  vengeance  of  a  concubine  named  these  terms : 

Pin  {Sheen,  i.  e.  Storm),  for  whom  he  "  f  mi  n nfil  nMWt  ■!■■■■, 

had  abandoned  his  lawful  queen,  but  farbim^SSSSSriS 

whom  he  afterwards  put  away,  at  the  And  drowatd  bj  wIm  m  Gh£ai7aUa* 
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die  pálaee  of  Glmtaoh.  It  to  about  this  time  that  St  Albi,  or 
Alveus,  Abbot  of  Imlecb,  (nor  Emlj),tt  died.  St  Baeithin," 
JBiabop  of  Lramnech  (Limerick),  floaiuMd  about  this  time." 

■ 

TO  ATHAL  ICAMrOlBB,  ABD-BIGH. 

A.  D.  627.M    Tuathal"  Mael-garb,  son  of  Cormac  Caech,  or 

*fche   Shortsighted,  son  of  Oarbri,  son  of  Niall  of  die  Nine 

Hostages,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  guooeeded  to  the  throne,  and 

laeld  it  for  thirteen  yean.    The  reason  why  he  was  surnamed 

Zfi£ ael-garb,  i.  e.bald  androughj"  was  as  follows :  Immediately  after 

<3ais  birth,  his  mother,  Comaein,  daughter  of  Dall  Bronnach,  to 

^blfil  some  superstitious  ceremony,  struck  his  head  against  a 

^atone,  as  an  omen  of  good  luck.    The  stone  made  a  hollow 

encn  upon  hi3  head,  upon  which  no  hair  ever  afterwards  grew. 

In  Tuathal's  reign  died  St  Mochta,"  a  disciple  of  St  Patrick, 

rho  is  said  to  have  lived  three  hundred  yean.    In  his  reign 

bom  St  Baeithin,*  a  disciple  of  St  tiolumkille.    Baeithin 

Ld  Columkille  were  brothers*  sons.    In  his  reign,  also,  died 

Mobi,"  surnamed  Berchan  of  the  Prophecies.  .  He  was  of  the 

-  St.  Albi  of  lmUck    One  of  the  •TuathalIL   He  reigned  bat  11 

rs  of  the  Irish  Church,  and  chief  jrom,  according  to  some. 

m  of  Monster.    There  it  tome  "Bald  ami  Rough.     Mael-garbh 

"^uncertainty  as  to  the  time  of  his  death.  (*W  sorts)  may  also  mean  the  rough 
IMt  is  entered  in  the  Irish  annak  both  chief,  Jbr  mad  Hkewi»  signifies  a  lord 
the  year  526  and  641,  bat  neither  or  chief.    The  derivation  above  given 
i  be  the  real  date,  if  it  be  true  that  kreirriDr. 
had  been  contorted,  as  is  amid,  so  *  8L  Mochta,  or  Moeteos,  was  one 
as  A.  D.  360.    He  died  on  the  of  St  Patrick's  disciples,  and  Bishop 
of  December.  of  Logb-mhagh  (Loo+cm),  or  Loath. 
A.  Baethi*  Bishop  of  Lmvmeok.  The  legends  say  that  he  fired  for  three 
JBm  is  considered  the  founder  of  the  hundred  yean,  bat  Drs.  Lenigan  and 
%iahoprick  of  Limerick.  Golgaii,  after  careful  examination  of 
*  The  accession  of  the  snceemor  of  collateral  mem,  hare  reduced  his  age 
~3f  nrkertach  is  dated  A.  D.  527,  in  one  to  100,  or  130  at  most 
*rf  the  editor's  MS.  copies.    He  adopts  "  St.  Baeithin.    He  was  a  distin- 
ct because  it  agrees  with  the  common  guished  scribe,  and  became  Abbot  of 
opinion ;    though   it   contradicts  the  I-Colm  Kille,  or  lona.    His  principal 
-exext  by  making  him  reign  29  instead  church  in  Ireland  was  Tech  Baeithin 
^>f  24  years.    Of  Murkertach  the  bard  ( Tagh  BaQieen),  now  Taughboyne,  in 
JKcnnfaeladh  sung  :  the  barony  of  Raphoe,  county  Donegal. 
^        ,  v    _>       .  His  festival  was  kept  on  the  9th  of 

ffiS5ti*J&,S?&5  J***  on  which  day  he  died,  in  the 

Blood  inched  tb«  girdle*  in  his  battlss,      year  598.    He  was  son  of  Brenonn, 

In  memory  lone  bis  too  shall  lire;  St.  Mobt.     He  W8J  called  Mobhl, 

From  ui  Neiiiho  took  hostages.  or  Mobhai  Claraingech  ( Jfowt  Clarin- 

And  hostage  ffcmMwnJu.plak-  gaga)  4- e.MobiofSie  Flat  Pace.  Some 

— Four  Masters.  prophecies  attributed  to  him,  under  the 

*  A.  D.  528.    Id.  name  of  Berchan,  are  still  extant.    He 
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rf  Fiacaidh  Bacheda,  son  of  King  Cathaeir  Mor.    Comgall, 

;  of  Alba,  died  about  this  time.    It  was,  likewise,  in  Tuath- 

reign  that  the  battle  of  Tortan,  in  Leinster,  was  fought, 

re  Ere,  son  of  Olild  Molt,  was  slain.    From  this  Ere  came 

Fir  Kera.*    About  the  same  time,  the  battle  of  Sligech" 

Ujfjugh)  was  fought  by  Fergus  and  Domnall,  sons  of  Murker- 

h  Mae  Erca.     In  it  was  slain  Eogan  B01,  who  liad  reigned 

er  Connaught  for  thirty-live  years.     Oilran,**  the  Saint  of 

iitrech,  died.     He  was  of  the  race  of  Conari,  son  of  Mogh 

amha.    St  Kiaran  Mac-an-t-SaeirM  died  in  his  forty-first  year. 

us  Abbot  of  Glass  Naidhcn,  now  this  battle,  and  that  he  ordered  his 

ilasncvin,  on  the  bank  of  the  Finn-  people  to  bury  his  body  on  the  south 

rjaisi,  to  the  north  of  the  river  Liffey.  side  of  the  Sligech,  in  a  standing  post- 

"  In  the  8th  year  of  Tuathal,  A.  D.  ure,  with  a  red  javelin  in  his  hand,  and 

535,    the  Abbey  of    Doiri-Calgaigh  with  his  face  turned  towards  Ulster, 

(Dcrry)   was  founded  by    the   latter  as  if  fighting  with  his  foes.    This  hav- 

saint,  the  place  having  been  granted  to  ing  been  done,  the  result  is  said  to  have 

him  by  his  own  tribe,  i.  c.  the  race  of  been,  that  the  Connaughtmen  routed 

Conalf  Gulban,  son  of  Niall." — Four  the  meu  of  Ulster  while  the  body  re- 

Mastcrs.  mained  so  placed,  but  the  Ulstennen 

•  Fir  Keraj  i.  e.  the  inhabitants  of  learning  the  tali  «manic  cause  of  their 

the  barony  of  Carra,  or  Cera  (Carra),  defeats,  disinterred  the  body  of  Eogan, 

county  of  Mayo.    They  arc  not  de-  and  buried  it  on  the  north  side  of  the 

scended  from  on  Ere,  son    of   Olild  Sligech,   at  Acnach-Locha-Gili,   with 

Molt,  whose  race  became  extinct  in  the  face  under,  and  thus  regained  their 

his  grandsons,  Olild  Inbanda,  and  Aedh  wonted  courage. 

Fortamhail,  but  from  Ere  Onl-bhuidhc  "  St.  Odran.    lie  did  not  die  until 

(Cool-icee),  eldest  son  of  Fiachra,  son  the  2nd  of  October,  548.  in  the  next 

of  King  Eocaidh  Muigh-raedon.    The  reign.      He  is  the  patron   saint    of 

three  chieftain  septs  of  the  Fir-Kera  Lcitrech-Odhrain   (Letkragk  Orauin), 

were:     0  Tighernaigh  (Ticrncy),  O  now  Latterogh.  in  t lie  barony  of  Lower 

Gormghail,  or  Gormog,  and  O  Muired-  Ormond,  county  Tippcrary.  Tlie  name 

haigh   (0  Murray). — See   Tribes  and  of  St.  Patrick's  charioteer  was  abo 

Custom*  of  Vie  Ui  Ftachrach.  Odran,  and  he  is  venerated  as  the  first 

"  Sligech,  i.  e.  the  river  Sligo.   This  martyr  of  the  Irish"  Church,  and  the 

battle  was  fought  by  the  northern  Ui  only  "saint  of  ancient  times  whose  blood 

Neill  against  Ui  Fiachrach.  in  537.  had  been  shed,  for  the  Faith's  sake,  by 

"  The  latter  were  routed,  and  Eogan  an  Irishman.    St.  Odran  having  heard 

lid,  their  king,  was  slain ;  of  which  it  that  n  chieftain   of  the   Ui   Failgfci 

was  said  :  designed  to  waylay  and  assassinate  the 

„,.,.„.,    .,._.  .    .            ._..  Irish  apostle,  on  "his  way  throuirh  the 

•*  *  That  flpht  with  Flachrasrace,  And  B&l  v.      .  l  /*       *.     ^^^•jLi i  -  *u^ 

Wufourht  with  «harp and  venwfal  blades;      King  s  County,  contnved,  under  the 

8pear-f^a>lodirroane<Ith«ff><>maQ>klne,  pretence  of  being  himself  fatigued.  tO 

When  that  red  fight  o'er  CrlmUr  spread,  infliir*»  hU  master  to  take  the  driwr'i 

To  the  wtd*  waves  then  *ltjwch  waftod  HMIUCL   niS   maSUT  10  UKC  We  OJlTCr  S 

The  blood  ofbravcraon  and  their  bodtes;  seat,  and    BO,  being    mistaken    IOT  St 

And  borne ^froni  Eba  wero jrreat  trophies,  Patrick,  he  received  the  murderous 

Round  that  grim  hsad  of  Logan  Boi.  ^  in    h]g   Biead     Hc  fc  the  potrOO 

— Ftfur  Masters.  saint  of  Disert  Odhrain,  in  Ui  Faihrhi. 

But  we  are  told  in  the  life  of  his  "  St.  Kiaran  Mac-an-4-Saeir.    This 

son,  St.  Kellach,    that  Eogan  lived  saint  aim  died  in  the  next  reign.     Ilis 

three  days,  or.  according  to  others,  a  death  is  entered  in  the  Four  Masters 

week,  after  being  mortally  wounded  in  under  the  year  548,  when  he  died,  on 


•.-■*■-' 
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jBeoidh  was  the  name  of  his  father,  and  Darerca**  that  of  his 
rxaother,  as  he  tells  us  himself  in  the  following  verse : 

u  Darerca*  my  mother  was, 
No  humble  aerf  was  she ; 
Beoidh,  the  Saer,  my  sire  was  named 
Of  lauded  Latharna  sprang  he." 

—At  this  time  the  head  fell  off  a  cripple**  at  the  fair,  or  assembly, 
Talti,  because  he  had  sworn  falsely  by  the  hand  of  St.  Kiaran. 

-Mae  say  that  he  lived,  amongst  the  monks,  for  the  space  of  five 
rs  without  a  head.  Soon  after,  King  Tuathal  Mael-garb  was 
"  by  Maelmorda,  son  of  Mathar,*7  at  the  instigation  of  Diar- 
id,  son  of  Fergus  Kerbeol,  at  Grellach  Eithli. 

Dth  day  of  September.    He  was  the  gangrene  took  him  in  the  neck ;  that 

nder  of  Cluain-mio-Nois,  now  called  is,  St  Kiaran  pat  his  hand  upon  his 

»nmacnoise,    otherwise   the   Seven  neck,  so  that  it  cat  off  his  head/9 

marches,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Shan-  This  somewhat  explains  the  origin  of 

^  *  in  the  King's  County.    He  most  the  extravagant  legend  above  narrated. 

_     distinguished    from     St.    Kiaran  The  disease  of  which  Abacuc  (possibly 

~  £?hri,  the  patron  of  Ossory,  who  was  some  notorious  perjurer^  died,  whether 

*  of  St  Patrick's  precursors.  St.  the  conseauence  of  his  impiety  or  not, 
.ran  is  said  to  have  dwelt  bat  seven  was  a  perfectly  natural  one,  if  we  allow 

^^>nths  in  Cloain-mic-Nois  when  he  a  little  to  popular  hyperbole. 

~       cl.  *  Maelmorda,  Son  of  Mathar.    In 

*  Darerca.  This  lady  was  of  the  the  Four  Masters  he  is  called  Maehnor 
«  of  Core,  son  of  Fergus  Mac  Mac  Airgeadain,  tutor  of  Diarmaid 
Igh.    Darerca  was  also  the  name  Mac  Kerbeoil.    Diarmaid  having  laid 

one  of  St.  Patrick's  sisters,  or  of  claim  to  the  Irish  throne,  had  been 

of  those  religious  ladies  who  have  banished  and  outlawed  by  Tuathal, 

13,  perhaps,  figuratively  called  his  who  offered  a  large  reward  to  whomso- 

irs  by  the  Irish  shannachies.  ever  might  bring  him  his  rival's  heart. 

Latharna.    Beoidh  has  been  cal-  Diarmaid,  upon   this,  took  refuge  in 

a  Connaughtman  by  some  writers,  the  wilds  of  Artibra,  where  Clonmac- 

that  can  scarcely  be,  if  the  read-  nois  is  now  situated,  and  there  he  met 

Latharna,  in  the  verse  above  given,  with  St.  Kiaran,  who  had  but  lately 

correct.    Latharna  (Laharna)  was  come  thither,  from  Inis  Aingin,  now 

^^e  old  name  of  the  territory  around  Hare's  Island,  in  the  Shannon.    While 

^he  present  town  of  Lame,  anciently  he  was  in  this  place,  the  saint  prayed 

-*  *\k>er  Latharna,  in  the  county  of  An-  for  the  prince's  success,  and  gave  him 

^y^m.    Beoidh  was  probaby  of  Pictish  his  benediction.    Thereupon,  Maelmor, 

**lood.  son  of  Airgeadan,  seeing  the  prince's 

**  A  Cripple.     "  Do  thuit  a  chenn  difficulties,  besought  him  to  lend  him 

*^   bhacach,"  i.  e.  his  head  fell  off  a  his  black  horse,  for  the  purpose  of 

nipple,  or  halt  person,  is  the  phrase  going  to. Grellach  Eilti,  where  Tuathal 

^19^!  by  Dr.  Keating.     This  person  is  was  about  to    have  a  meeting   with 

°a-lled  Abacuc  by  the  Four  Masters,  some  of  his  nobles,  and  of  there  slaying 

^ho  enter  the  singular  event  in  these  the  monarch,  in  the  midst  of  his  people. 

terms,  under  A.  D.  539 :  u  The  do-  Having  procured  the  horse  from  the 

^pitation  of  Abacuc  at  the  Fair  of  prince,  Maelmor  rode  thereon  to  Grel- 

Talti,  through  the  miracles  of  God  and  lach  Eilti,  and  entered  the  host  of  Tuat- 

KAaran ;  that  is,  a  false  oath  he  took  hal  bearing  a   hound's  heart  on  the 

upon  the  hand  of  Kiaran,  so  that  a  point  of  his  blood-stained  lance.    The 


'coirt' 
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with' his  younger  brother,  for  whom  he  strove  to  gun  pwtt* 
and  frienda,  in  his  furious  attempts  to  make  himself  Xing 
Connaught    When  Ghiairi  had  heard  of  his  proceedings,  ha 
tborned  three  of  KeUaoh's  own  trusted  people  to  sswammte 
im.    Thus  was  St  Kiaran's  prophecy  fulfilled,  for  he  had  five* 
~**old  thai  Kellaoh  should  die  by  violence. 

PIARMATD,  ABD-RIGH. 


A.  D.  584"  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus  Eerbeól,  son  of  Cfamll 
Iremthanni,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages!  of  the  race  of 
^■tfrimhon,  acquired  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for 
"twenty-two  years."*  His  mother's  name  was  Carh&ch,  daughter 
~  Mani,  a  woman  of  the  Leinster  people.  In  the  reign  of  this 
inoe,  St  Tighernaoh,1  Bishop  of  GToain-Eois,  died.  He  was 
the  race  of  JDari  Barach,  son  of  Oathaeir  Mor.  Then,  also, 
<«cflied  Olild,  son  of  Muiedaoh,  who  had  been  for  nine  yean  Kiug 
^of  Leinster.  Cormac,  son  of  Olild,  son  of  Eocaidh,  the  son  o& 
Kerb,  son  of  Olild  Flann  Beg,  was  King  of  Munster.  In  this 
was  fought  the  battle  of  Guil  Conari,1  in  Kera,  by  Fergus 
id  Domnalo»  the  two  sons  of  If urkertach  Mac  Erc%  where 
-^Olild  Anbfeim1  (Anvann)  King  of  Connaught,  foil,  with  his 
"Yarother  Aedh  Fortamhail.4  In  the  reign  of  Diarmaid,  the**  came 
plague  upon  Ireland.  It  was  called  the  Cram  Oonnafll/  and 
of  the  saints  of  Ireland  died  thereof  among  whoDi  was  St 


TXlrmiHey,  which  was  Ids  paternal  in-  after  remained, — See  Tribes  md  Cub- 

^beritaoee,  and  procuring  admittance,  toms  of  the  Ui  Fiachrack. 

"fcy  the  aid  of  a  swineherd,  into  the  *  A.  D.  539.    Four  Masters, 

Vort  of  Dun  Fine,  disguised  himself  as  M  Twenty-two  years.    Twenty  years. 

^  swineherd  also,  while  the  murderers  '  St.  Tighernach.    He  died  in  548, 

^>f  bis  brother  were  engaged  in  banquet-  on  the  4th  of  April.     Cluain  Eois 

^ng.     He  waited  there  until  his  enemies  (doo'in  OasJi)  is  now  called  Clones, 

^rere  stapified  with  strong  drink  ;  then  situated  in  the  county  of  Man^K^ 

%ie  sent  word,  by  his  friend  the  swine-  *  Cuil  Conari.     This   battle  was 

^fcerd,  to  his  armed  band,  which  lay  fought  in  Carra,  or  Cera,  co.  Mayo, 

concealed  in  the  neighborhood,  and  in  A.  D.  544. 

^hey,  rushing  into  the  fort,  slew  all  the  *  Olild  Ajibfann,  i.e.  Olild  the  Weak, 

guards,  and  seized  upon  the  four  mur-  This  chief  is  surnamed  Inbanda  by  the 

^aerera.    The  guests,  learning  who  it  Four  Masters,  and  others.    The  epithet 

~           that  had  thus  disturbed    them,  Anbfann   could    have   scarcely  been 

more  pleased  than  grieved  thereat,  applicable  to  any  man  able  to  elevate 

finished  their  revelry  in  honor  of  himself  to  kingship  in  those  days,  when 

"Wie  rightful  heir.    The  assassins  were  the  strong  hand  was  the  only  passport 

Pangea  next  day,  and  soon  after  Cu-  to  power. 

^Jontfelt  obtained  the  hostages  of  Tir-  4  Aedh  Fortamhaii,  i.  e.  Aedh  the 

^iachrach   and  Tir-Amalgatdh,    and  Valiant 

^sompelled  Ghiairi  to  live  thenceforth  in  *  Cron  Conaill.    This  word  istrans- 

*  Xir  Fiachrach  Aidni,  in  the  south  of  lated  Fava  Ictericia  (the  Yellow  Jann- 

^hat  province,  where  his  progeny  ever  dice),  by  Oolgan.—0'D. 
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Mao  Tail/  of  Kill  Culinn.  About  the  same  time  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Cuil,  or  Cuilni,  where  a  great  number  of  the  CorcuighcT 
were  slain,  through  the  prayers  of  St  Mida,'  a  pious  and  noble 
lady  of  the  race  of  Fiacaidh  Suighe,  son  of  Feidlimidh  Bjct- 
mar,  whom  these  people  had  insulted. 

Eocaidh,  son  of  Gonnla,  son  of  Caelbadh,sonof  Crun  Badraei, 
son  of  Eocaidh  Coba,  King  of  Uladh,8  died  about  this  time,  hay- 
ing ruled  over  that  principality  for  nine  years.  He  was  the  first 
king  of  the  Dal  Araide.  Then,  likewise,  died  the  prophet  St 
Beg  Mac  De.'  St  Molua,10  the  son  of  Sinell,  son  of  Amirghin, 
son  of  Ernin,  son  of  Duach  Galach,  son  of  Brian,  son  of  Eocaidh 
Muigh-medon,  was  born  about  this  time ;  and  the  Bishop  of11 
Achadh  Guniri,  and  St  Nesanu  the  Leper,  died.  During  the 
reign  of  Diarmaid,  the  church  of  Cluain  óluain-fertatt  was  found- 
ed  by  St.  Brendan,  a  descendant  of  Kiar,  son  of  Fergus  Mao 
Boigh. 


9    St.  Mac  Tail,  called   otherwise       a  King  of  Uladh.    From  this  king 

Eogan,  son  of  Corcran,  died  on  the  were  named  the  Ui  Eathach  Ukdfc 

11th  of  June,  548.    He  is  the  patron  (Ee-Ahagh-UUa),  dwelling  in  the  m 

saint  of  Gill  Cuillinn,  now  Old  Kilcul-  ent   baronies  of  Upper  and    IjOI 

leu,  county  Kildarc.    In  the  same  year  Iveagh,    county  Down.     Tliey 

died  St.  Sinchcll  the  Elder,  a  descend-  Magennisses  and  their  oorrclativee. 
ant  of  Cathaeir  Mor,  whose  feast  was        *  St,  Beg  Mac  Dé,    He  died  in  567. 

celebrated  at  Killeigh,  in  the  King's  lie  is  otherwise  called  Becc,  too  of 

County,  on  the  26th  of  March.    And  Degaidh. 

then,  also,  died  St.  Findén,  or  Finnen,        "   St.  Molua,    The  first  abbot  of 

or  Finnian,  of  Cluain  Eraird,  called  the  Cluain-ferta  Molua,now  ClonfertmnDoe, 

Tutor  of  the  Saints  of  Ireland,  who  otherwise  Kyle,  at  the  foot  of  Sliere 

founded  the  College  of  Clonard,  or  Bloom,  in  Upper  Ossory,  Qaeeris  em 

Cluain  Erard,  in  Mcath.    St.  Colnm,  lie  was  otherwise  called  Lugaidh  Mac 

of  I n is  Kcltrach,  an  islet  in  Lough  h-Ui  Oichc*.    His  death  is  recorded  at 

Dcrg,  near  the  village  of  Scariff,  co.  A.  D.  605. 

Clare,  is,  also,  recorded  as  having  died        n  Vie  Bishop  of,  ffc    There  wpeenV 

of  the  Cron  Conaill,  during  the  year  bly  a  mistake  or  omission  made  by 

MR.  Keating's  transcribers.    We  find  that 

'■•  Cnmtighe.   The  name  is  also  read  St.  Cathub,  son  of  Fergus,  Abbot  of 

Torcoichc,  and  Corca  Oiche,     They  Abkadh  Chinn  (7)  died  on  the  6th  of 

were  a  »cpt  of  the  Ui  Fidghenti,  seated  April,  554. 

in  the  barony  of  Lower  Connello,  co.        ■  St.  Noon,  patron  of  Mtmgret, 

Limerick.    0  Macassy  was  their  chief,  near  limerick,  died  on  the  29th  of 
Cuil,  or  Cuilni,  has  not  been  identi-  -  July,  551. 
tied.  ■  Cluain  Ferta,  L  e.  the  Lawn,  or 

7  St.  Mida.    St  Ida,  or  Ita.    Her  Park  of  the  Grave.    It  n  now  caBed 

monastery   was   at  Cluain  Credhail,  Clonfert,  and  lies  in  the  comity  of 

now  Killcedy  (Kill  Ida),  an  old  parish  Galway.      The  Church  of    CVonftrt 

church,  about  five  miles  south  of  New  was  erected  in  553,  according  to  some, 

Castle,  county  Limerick.    She  became  in  562,  according  to  others.    This  81 

the  patron  mint  of  the  Corcoiché.  She  Brendan  must  not  be  confounded  with 

died  in  5C9.     All   the  churches  in  his  namesake  and  friend  St.  Brendan, 

Mnnstcr  called  Kilmoedy  arc  named  of  Birra.    The  feast  of  the  former  was 

after  this  virgin.    Her  name  is  also  held  on  the  16th  of  limy ;  that  of  the 

spelled  Idé,  Ite,  Midé  and  Mité.  latter,  who  was  the  son  of  Neman»  of 
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Gabran,  King  of  Alba,  died  about  this  time,  and  Gruaigi,  «on 

ofMaeteo,  King  of  the  Cruthnigh,14  fought  succettftdly  against 

_  "the  Albanaigb,  and  routed  them  with  fearful  slaughter.    It  was 

.about  the  same  time  that  Fergus  and  Domnald,  sona  of  Murker- 

'ftch  Mac  Eica,  fought  a  battle  at  Cuil  Dremni,"  against  Diarmaid, 

«on  of  Fergus  Kerbeol,  where  the  latter  was  defeated,  and  most 

of  his  forces  slain,  through  the  prayers  of  St.  Columkille ;  for 

jfclie  king  had  put  to  death  Curnan,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Eocaidh 

"LsVurnoarna,  while  under  the  protection  of  St.  Columkille.    God 

iixiished  him  therefor,  by  causing  him  to  suffer  this  defeat 

further  vengeance  for  his  having  offended  the  saint,  Diarmaid 

is  again  defeated  by  Aedh,  son  of  Brenaitn,  King  of  Tebtha» 

Cuil  Uinsenn,19  in  Tebtha,  where  great  numbers  of  his  people 

pe  likewise  slain. 

Soon  after  this,  Columkille  went  to  Alba  to  dwell  at  Aei- 
xum-Killi,1T  being  then  forty-three  years  old. 


of  Oorb  Olum,  wis  held  on  *  CuX  tfmatnn,  i  e.  the  ooroer,  or 

29th  of  November.  angle,  of  the  ash  trees.    Its  situation 

Xt  k  said  in  the  Life  of  St  Brendan,  has  not  been  identified.    Aedh,  eon  of 

lie  sailed  for  seven  years  in  the  Brenann,  was  a  friend  and  relative  of 

Ocean,  and  had  arrived  at  St    Columkille.      This   battle   was 

^od,  that,  if  there  be  any  troth  fought  in  556. 

Hie  story,  srast  have  been  Ame-  "  ^•Coiutm-JGtfZt,  otherwise  I- 

Ooiuim-KiUe,  or  loss»     St  Oohm- 

0.^  fe.  The  contradiction  kille,  who,  it  would  appear,  had  ex- 

™*plied  here  is  explained  by  the  fact  cited  his  powerful  relatives  to  fight 

~         the  Gaelic  tribe  of  the  Dal- A  raide  these  battles  against  the  kinff,is  said  to 

about  this  time  called  Orathnigh,  have  incurred  the  censure  of  the  Irish 


****  they  were  maternally  descended  Church  for  having  caused  so  much 

™om  the  Picts.  bloodshed.    This  led  to  his  mission,  or 

^^  •  Cuil  Dremnú    This  place  is  in  the  banishment,    to    the   Western    Isles, 

"■taiiy  of  Carbury,  to  the  north  of  the  where  the  glory  he  acquired  by  his 

***wn  of  Sligo.    The  cause  of  the  battle  energy  and  perseverance  in  converting 

^*^s  this :  Curnan,  son  of  Aedh,  whose  the  Picts,  and  by  the  purity  of  his 

^^therwas  King  of  Connaught,  had  life,  soon  dispelled  any  clouds    that 

**jfc*in  a  nobleman  during  the  Feis  of  might  have  dimmed  the  lustre  of  his 

jP^mhair,  held  by  Diarmaid  in  the  year  sanctity    in    the  earlier  part  of  his 

??*i  Knowing  that,  by  ancient  usage,  career.    Besides  this,  we  are  not  to 

***s  death  alone  could  atone  for  the  imagine  that  the  saint's  hostility  to 

*<^t,  Curnan  fled  for  sanctuary  to  St  Diarmaid  had  its  origin  altogether  in 

^ohnnkille ;     but    Diarmaid    would  personal,  or  family,  or  even  in  official 

**>t  allow  such  a  national  outrage  to  pride.    It  is  likely  that  Diarmaid,  not* 

£**  unpunished,  and,  therefore,  forced  withstanding  his  friendship  towards  St 

Qunnn  from  the  arms  of  Columkille,  Kiaran  of  Clonmacnoise,  had  still  some 

*Bd  had  him  put  to  death.    In  revenge  leaning  towards  the   usages   of  the 

for  ting  insult  put  upon  their  kinsman,  Druidic  worship.     The   mult,   then, 

tb*  chiefs  of  the  northern  Ui  Neill,  which  caused  the  exile  of  the  saint, 

Wked  by  Aedh  Tirmcarna,  King  of  may  have  had  its  source  as  much  in 

(tanoaght,  the  father  of  Curnan,  at-  overwrought  religious  enthusiasm  as  in 

tacked  Diarmaid,  and  routed  his  forces,  the  personal  insult  offered  to  him  in 

at  Cuil  Dremni.  either  his  capacity  of  churohman  or 

28 
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And  it  was  not  long  after  when  the  battle  of  Moin  Mox1*  was 
gained  in  Alba,  by  the  northern  Glanna  Neill,  in  which  seven 

Setty  kings  of  the  Gruthnigh  fell  by  their  hancLsAbout  this  time 
ied  Colman  Mor,  son  of  Carbri,  son  of  Danlaing,  who  had 
reigned  as  King  of  Leinster  for  thirty  years. 

Ouairi  Aidnty  King  of  ConnaughL 

In  the  seventeenth  year  of  this  reign,  a  recluse  named  Sinnach 
Cro,  came  to  complain  to  King  Diarmaid  that  Guairi,  the  son  of 
Colman,  had  taken  from  her  the  only  cow  she  possessed.  Diar- 
maid, upon  this,  collected  a  numerous  host,  for  the  purpose  of 
avenging  this  taking  away  of  the  holy  woman's  cow,  perpetrated 
by  the  King  of  Connaught.  He  then  immediately  marched  to 
the  Shannon,  upon  the  further  bank  of  which,  Guairi  had  as- 
sembled an  army  to  oppose  him.  Guairi  now  deputed  St  Cumin 
Fada,19  son  of  Fiacaidh,  to  request  of  Diarmaid  not  to  pass  the 
river  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours.  "  That  is  no  such  very 
great  boon  for  thee  to  request  of  me,"  replied  Diarmaid  to  the 
saint.    "  Thou  mightest  obtain  a  much  greater  one  if  thou  hadst 

of  prince  of  the  royal  house  of  Niall.  names  are  supposed  to  be  prcsaiod  in 

Such,  at  least,  may  be  gathered  from  those  of  the  town  of  Mooeymore,  co. 

the  following  translated  extract  from  a  Londonderry,  and  of  Derryloran,  the 

rhapsody  said  to  have  been  composed  parish  where  it  is  situated.  The  Cratb- 

dy  the  saint,  on  the  occasion  of  these  nigh,  above-mentioned,  were  not  the 

disputes:  Pictsof  Alba;  they  were  the  Gaelic 

« wilt  thou  not  o  God,  dirori  Dal- Araide.    By  some  annalists  it  is 

This  fog  that  horcreth  ovTour  people;  Stated   that    the    battle    WBS    fought 

This  hoit  which  hath  of  life  bereft  us;  by    one    faction    of     these    Gaelic 

TtaU  host  that  around  tho  cairns  that  reign«th.      PrnthnÍ0>h      *.ÚpA    hv    th»    ITÍ    V«5I1 
Who  plottoth  against  us,  is  born  of  thi  tern-      ^nionign,    11080    W    Uie    Ul    iSnlL 

post;  against  another.    We  have  seen  that 

But  he  wm  Sot?0*1  te  my  Drnld ;  reftw*  "^    ^0  right  of  maternal  rocceasion  was  in 
He  win  Jd  me/»  &c  use  among   the   Picte;    thus,  nany 

chieftains  called  Picts  in  our  annals 
By  the  "  host  around  the  earns,0  he    may  be  really  of  Gaelic  origin  pater- 
clearly  alludes  to  the  Pagan  (iods,  to    nafly.  *" 

whom  the  earns  were  sacred,  and  by        u  St.  Cumin  Fada 


the  "  fog,"  to  the  magic  spells  practis-    great  sanctity  and  of  noble  race.    He 
ed  in  the  army  of  Diarmaid.     The    was  of  the  tribe  of  the  Eoganacht 


king  had,  however,  made  hiá  peace  Loch  Lein,  in  Kerry,  and  son  of  a  king 

with  the  saint,  previous  to  the  latter  s  of  Desmond.    He  had  been  educated 

mission  to  the  Hebrides,  which  com-  from  his  infancy  by  St  Ifl^  and  was 

menccd  in  A.  D.  557.  afterwards  invited  to  OonnaAgbt  bv 

*  Main  Mor.    Keating  places  this  his  maternal  brother  King  Guam,  and 

locality  in  Alba,  perhaps  by  a  mis-  there  he  was  made  Bishop  of  CkjnfcrU 

translation  of  Adamnan,  who  says  that  He  died  in  the  year  661,  on  the  12tht- 

it  was  in  Scotia ;  but  by  Scot'ia  that  of  November.     His  name  it   fr-rP- 

ancient  writer  always  meant  Ireland,  written  Cnimin,  Caimin,  and 

The  Four  Masters  call  it  Moin-Doirc-  mian. 
Lothair   (Mone-Domc-Lohir).     Both 
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it"  The  kings  then  remained  as  they  were,  <m  cither 
of  the  river — Diarmaid  on  the  eastern,  and  Guairi  on  the 
— until  the  following  morning.  "  I  marvel,  O  Guairi, " 
St  Cumin,  "  at  the  smallness  of  this  host  of  thine,  héro 
aembled,  and  at  the  greatness  of  that  led  against  thee  by 
-fehine  enemy."  u  Know,  then,"  said  Guairi,  "  that  it  is  not  the 
umber  of  warriors  that  gain  battles,  but  that  victory  must  fall 
God  willeth  it ;  and  as  thou  scornest  our  host,  know  that  it  is 
comely  forms  but  hardy  hearts  that  win  victories."  Neztday 
battle  was  fought ;  the  king  with  his  forces  on  the  one  ride, 
d  Guairi,  backed  by  the  strength  of  Connaught  and  Mtmstev 
the  other.  However,  Guairi  and  his  party  lost  the  day,  and 
y  of  the  nobles  of  Connaught  and  Munster  fell,  and  there 
a  great  slaughter  of  their  followers.  It  was  through  the 
«jrers  of  St  Caimin  *  who  is  honored  at  Inis  Keltraoh,  that 
*  was  defeated  in  this  engagement,  for  that  holy  man  had 
for  three  quarters  of  a  year  in  order  that  Guairi  might  be 
fated  in  battle.  This  St  Caimin  was  of  the  race  of  Fiacaidh 
ZSacheda,  son  of  Cathaeir  Mor.  Guairi  had  indeed  come  to  the  saint, 
«nd  paid  him  respect  and  homage,  and  had  bowed  himself  down 
"before  him.  But  Caimin  told  him,  nevertheless,  that  he  could 
^QOt  escape  from  being  worsted  in  battle. 

After  his  defeat,  Guairi  came  to  a  little  monastery,  where  he 

:flbund  but  one  solitary  female  recluse,  or  nun.    The  woman* 

thereupon,  asked  him  who  he  was.    "  I  am  one  of  the  household 

lardu  of  Guairi,  son  of  Colman,"  replied  he.    "  I  am  grieved," 

id  the  recluse,  "that  defeat  should  have  overtaken  that  king, 

his  charity,  benevolence  and  hospitality  are  greater  than 

le  of  any  man  in  Ireland — and  that  red  slaughter  should  have 

fallen  upon  his  people."   The  nun  then  went  out  \o  a  stream  that 

:aran  near  her  dwelling,  and  seeing  a  salmon  therein,  she  returned 

joyfully  to  tell  Guairi  thereof.     The  king  went  out  forthwith  to 

the  stream,  and  killed  the  salmon,  and  then  returned  thanks  to 

Ood,  for  his  being  left  trusting  to  a  single  salmon  that  night, 

notwithstanding  his  having  often  had  ten  beeves  dressed  in  his 

liouse  at  a  single  feast 

On  the  morrow,  Guairi  went  to  meet  his  people,  and  asked 
their  advice  as  to  whether  he  should  again  give  battle  to  the  King 
*Df  Ireland,  or  do  him  homage  at  the  speaks  point     The  resolve 

*  Sir.  Caimm.    He  *is  possibly  that  the  veare  622  and    662.     No  Irish 

s*aint  whose  death  is  recorded  under  annals  that  the  editor  has  met  with 

^rhc  year  664,  as  that  of  St.   Cummin,  mention  any  engagement  or  meeting 

-Abbot  of  Clonmicnoise.    Guairi  and  between  these  kings.    The  narration 

XKarmaid   could  not    have    lived    in  must,  then,  be  either  a  pure  invention, 

'•"he  same  age.    Guairi  Aidni  flourish-  or  the  names  and  dates  must  have  been 

,  according  to  our  annals,  between  falsified. 
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they  (Guairi  and  his  people)  then  took  was  to  go  to  Diarmaid, 
ana  to  offer  him  homnge.  The  mode  of  his  submission  was  this : 
the  point  of  the  king's  sword  or  javelin  was  placed  in  his  mouth, 
betwixt  his  teeth,  while  he  had  himself  to  remain  on  his  knees. 
But  while  Guairi  was  thus  placed,  the  king  (Diarmaid)  said 
privately  to  some  of  his  people,  "  We  shall  now  find  out  ir  it  be 
through  vain  ostentation  that  Guairi  performs  such  acts  of  ex- 
treme generosity ;"  and  he  told  a  certain  Druid,  who  was  one  off 
his  own  people,  to  ask  something  from  Guairi,  in  right  of  hia 
science.  But  Guairi  paid  no  heed  to  his  request  A  leper  was 
next  sent,  to  ask  him  for  alms  for  God's  sake,  and  Guairi  gave 
the  beggar  the  broach  that  fastened  his  mantle,  for  he  had  then 
no  other  treasure  about  him.  The  leper  left  him  thereupon,  but 
one  of  the  king's  people  met  him,  ana  deprived  him  of  the  gold 
broach,  which  he  brought  to  his  master.  ~  The  beggar  returned 
to  Guairi  to  complain  of  this  outrage,  and  Guairi  gave  him  the 
golden  girdle  that  he  wore  round  his  waist;  but  the  king's 
people  took  the  girdle  also  from  the  poor  man,  who  came  again 
to  complain  of  the  outrage  to  Guain,  who  was  still  holding  the 
point  of  the  king's  sword  between  his  teeth.  But  when  that 
chieftain  saw  the  poor  man  thus  sad  and  harassed,  a  stream  off 
tears  at  length  burst  from  his  eyes.  "  O  Guairi,"  said  the  king 
"  is  it  through  sorrow  at  being  in  my  power  that  thou  weepest 
thus  ?"     "  I  give  my  word  that  it  is  not,"  answered  Guairi ;  a  oat 


I  am  grieved  that  one  of  God's  poor  should  have  nothing 
to  get"  Diarmaid  then  told  him  to  arise,  and  said  to  him,  that 
he  should  no  longer  remain  subject  to  his  discretion.  That  then 
was  a  God  of  all  the  elements  above  him,  to  whom  he  might  do 
homage,  and  that  such  was  all  that  he  should  ask  of  him.  Their 
then  made  peace,  and  Diarmaid  invited  Guairi  to  the  fair  elf 
Talti,*1  where  he  promised  to  proclaim  him  his  successor  to  the 
Irish  throne,  in  presence  of  the  men  of  Ireland.  After  this, 
Guairi  went  to  the  fair  of  Talti,  and  provided  a  bag,  or  sack, 
of  silver,  for  the  purpose  of  making  presents  to  the  men  of  In> 
land.  But  Diarmaid  gave  orders  to  those  men  of  Ireland,  that 
not  one  of  them  should  ask  a  single  present  from  Guairi  on  the 
fair.    Two  days  had  thus  passed  by,  when  Guairi  asked  Diar» 

*  The  Fair  of  Talti.  Notwithstand-  we  have  seen  an  instance  in  tea  pool- 
ing his  Christianity,  King  Diarmaid  meat  of  Cnrnan,  Prince  of  Goonaqgfct 
seems  to  have  been  a  stern  maintainor  He  held  the  Feb  of  Tembair  tviofl 
of  the  ancient  institutions  of  the  Gaels,  during  his  reign;  bat  the 
now  commencing  to  fall  into  disrepute,  finally  triumphed  over  hia»  aad 
and  which,  it  would  appear,  were  tot-  hair  saw  the  nobles  and  kings  of 
tering  under  the  new  order  of  things,  Gaels  for  the  last  time 
being  discountenanced  bv  the  Catholio  her  height  in  A.  D.  664. 
clergy.    Of  his  firmness  in  this  respect, 
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maid  to  send  him  a  bishop,  in  order  that  ho  might  make  his 
oonfearion,  and  receive  the  Last  Unction.    "  Why  so?  "  said  Diar 


"  My  death  is  at  hand,"  said  Guairi.    "How  canst  thou 

lfeel  that  it  is  so  ?  • '  said  Diarmaid.    a  I  understand  it,"  said  ho, 

**  from  the  fact  of  my  seeing  the  men  of  Ireland  assembled  together 

on  one  spot,  without  a  single  man  of  them  coming  to  ask  any 

^bounty  m>m  me."    Upon  this,  Diarmaid  gave  full  scope  to  the 

Vx>niitiesof  Guairi,  who,  thereupon,  immediately  commenced  mak- 

ÍTag  his  gifts  to  every  one  that  wen  asked  them.    And,  if  the  tale 

^fcse  true,  it  is  said  that  the  hand  wherewith  he  gave  to  the  poor  was 

i«nger  than  the  one  wherewith  he  gave  to  the  learned.    At  that 

^Toeeting,  Diarmaid  ratified  his  peace  with  his  guest,  in  presence 

<z*f  the  assembled  men  of  Ireland,"  and  the  two  kings  Jived  in 

:Cciendship  thenceforward. 

It   happened  Guairi  had  a  holy  person  as  brother,  whose 

Lame  was  Mochna  ;*  and  once,  when  this  brother  had  gone  to 

the  Lent,  at  a  spring  of  pure  water,  near  Borenn,  five 

to  the  southwest  of  Durlas  Guairi,  and  without  any^person 


m  THBDnKBTiOHorTsifHAiB,  AJ).  occasion  was  preserved,  in  the  name  of 
M.     Tliis   important  revolution  is  distinction  given  to   the  monastery, 
E*eft  unrecorded  by  Dr.  Keating.    Mr.  which  was  ever  after,  in  memory  of 
""          en  the  authority  of  oar  annals,  this  malediction,  called  4  Tm  Mova* 
i  it  in  then  terms:  tbrt  or  thi  Oossss  or  Irelahd.'"— 
**Io  the  reign  of  this  monarch,  the  This  desertion  of  Temhair  most  have 
kdent  Ball*  or  Court,  of  Tan,  in  gradually  led  to  the  disintegration  of 
^rfajklit    ibr  so   many  centuries,  the  the  Gaelic  nation.    Its  tribes  can  no 
mini  Councils  of  the  nation  had  longer  be  said  to  have  had  any  corn- 
held,  saw  for  the  last  time  her  mon  bond  of  union  between  them,  any 
je  and  nobles  assembled  within  its  Pan-Gaedalon,  where  they  could  meet 
^precincts ;  and  the  cause  of  the  deser-  in  harmony,  and  be  reminded  of  their 
"Won  of  this  long-honored  seat  of  legis-  common  origin.    Patriotism,  if  it  ever 
Nation    shows   to  what  an  enormous  had  existence  amongst  them,  dwindled 
height  the  power  of  the  ecclesiastical  down  to  mere  personal  or  family  am- 
«■order  had  toen  risen.    Some  fugitive  bition,  and  henceforth  they  were  the 
criminal,  who  had  fled  for  sanctuary  to  predestined  prey  of  any  warlike  rovers 
^SJthe  Monastery  of  St  Kuan  (St.  Ruadan  that  might  choose  to  mix  themselves 
w>f    Lothair),  having    been   dragged  up  in  their  intestine  quarrels.    Thenoe- 
Xorcibly  from  thence  to  Tara,  and  there  forth  the  Ui  Neill,  or  Ui  Briain  had 
^jrat  to  death,  the  holy  abbot  and  his  as  little  sympathy  with  the  Eoffan- 
^anooka  cried  aloud  against  the  sacri-  achts,  or  the  Dal-c-Gais,  as  they  had 
Serious  vioktion ;   and,  proceeding  in  with  the  Saxon  or  the  Dane, 
solemn  procession  to  the  palace,  pro-  After  this  desertion,  each  monarch 
wranced  a  solemn  curse  upon  its  walls,  chose  the  residence  most  convenient  or 
*•  From  that  day,'  say  the  annalists,  *  no  agreeable  to  himself.    The  kings  of 
long  ever  sat  again  at  Tara ;'  and  a  the  northern  Ui  Neill  generally  resid- 
jpoet,  who  wrote  about  that  period,  ed  at  Ailech,  near  Londonderry,  and 
awhile  mourning  evidently  over  tne  fall  those  of  the  southern  first  at  Dun  Tor- 
«f  this  seat  of  grandeur,  ventures  but  geis,  near  CastlcpoUard,  and  at  Dun-na- 
"•o  say,  '  It  is  not  with  my  will  that  Sgiath,  on  the  tforthwest  margin  of 
Teamor  is  deserted.1    A  striking  me-  Lough  Ennell,  near  Mullingar. 
:xnorial  of  the  Church's  triumph  on  the  "  Mochna.    St  Mochna  was  Abbot 
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in  his  company  but  a  single  young  clerk,  for  the  purpose  of 
answering  the  Mass  for  him.  And  both  he  and  his  clerk  eat  bat 
one  meal  in  the  day,  until  night,  and  even  then  they  eat  bat  a 
small  portion  of  barley  bread  and  water-cresses,  and  some  spring 
water  with  them.  When  they  had  passed  the  Lent  in  this  man- 
ner until  Easter  Sunday,  and  when  Mochua  had  finished  the 
celebration  of  the  Mass  on  that  day,  a  longing  for  flesh-meat 
seized  upon  the  young  clerk,  and  he  told  the  noly  priest  Mochua 
that  he  would  go  to  Durlas,  to  Guairi,  and  get  his  fill  thereof. 
"  Do  not,"  said  Mochua.  "  Stay  with  me,  while  I  pray  to  God  to 
sjnd  thee  meats."  With  this,  the  holy  priest  fell  upon  his  knees, 
and  he  fervently  prayed  to  God,  begging  of  him  to  send  meat  to 
the  young  clerk.  Now,  at  that  very  moment  they  were  setting 
food  upon  the  table  at  the  house  of  Guairi;  and  it  came  to  pass, 
through  the  prayers  of  Mochua,  that  the  dishes  of  meat  were 
snatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the  attendants,  and  taken  off  the 
board  of  the  table,  and  brought  straight  away  to  the  wilderness, 
where  St  Mochua  was.  Then  did  Guairi  and  his  household 
take  horse  and  pursue  the  dishe3.  When  the  viands  amy 
before  Mochua,  lie  commenced  praying  and  magnifying  the 
of  God,  and  told  the  young  clerk  to  cat  his  fill  of  tie  meat, 
then  looked  around,  and  saw  the  plain  full  of  horsemen,  and 
said,  that  it  was  no  advantage  to  him  to  have  got  the  meat, 
such  a  hunt  after  it  "  There  is  no  danger  to  you  therefrom/ 
said  Mochua,  "  it  is  my  brother  Guairi  and  his  household 
are  there ;  and  I  pray  God  not  to  let  one  of  them  pass  that 
until  you  are  satisfied."  With  that  the  feet  of  the  horses 
fastened  to  the  ground,  so  that  they  coidd  not  leave  where  the^ 
were,  until  the  young  clerk  was  mlly  satisfied.    Then  Mocha: 

{>rayed  to  God  to  set  his  brother,  with  his  household  folk, 
iberty ;  and  they,  being  loosed,  came  into  Mochoa's  present 
and  Guairi  fell  upon  his  knees  before  him,  and  asked  forgn 
ness  of  him.  "Fear  not,  brother,"  said  Mochua,  "but  eat  t1 
meal  here."  Guairi  and  his  household  then  eat  their  meal, 
which  they  bid  farewell  to  Mochua. 

The  fact  that  the  five  miles  of  road  between  the  well  wher 
Guairi  then  was  is  still  called  Bothar-na-Mia  {Bohar-na-lft 
that  is  the  lioad  of  Dishes,  seems  to  support  the  truth  of 
tale. 

It  was  in  the  time  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus,  King  of 
land,  that  St.  Becan  lived.  Some  historians  say,  that  T 
Mor  left  another  son  besides  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan,  named 

of  Balla,  a  village  in  the  barony  of    the  patron  saint  of  the  Ul 
Clanmorris,  county  Mayo.    Ifc  was    Aidni,  and  founder  of  the 
called,  also,  Mac  Dnaeh,  and  became    see  of  Kilmacduagk. 
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maid,  and  from  this  Diarmaid  the  St  Becan  who  was  honored 
at  Kill  Becain  in  Muscraide  Cuire,  was  descended.  These  his* 
torians  say  also  that  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan  had  three  sons, 
namely:  Olild  Flann  Mor,  Olild  Flanii  Beg  and  DeclUath,  The 
following  quotation  testifies  to  the  fact : 

M  From  Disrmaid  great  Saint  Becan  sprang 
(Let  us  the  sons  of  Fiacaidh  trace), 
A  tribe  whoso  rale  wide  cantons  own — 
Of  them  was  Decloath,  and  the  Olikls  twain." 

About  this  time  Bresal,  son  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus,  that 
íb,  the  Bang  of  Ireland's  son,  proposed  to  prepare  a  feast  for  his 
father  at  Kennanus,  in  Meath ;  but  he  set  no  value  on  anything 
that  fie  had  got  ready  for  that  purpose,  as  he  had  not  an  exceed- 
ingly fat  piece  of  beef  to  set  before  his  father.    No  such  piece  of 
meat  was  to  be  found  in  his  neighborhood,  except  on  a  single  ox, 
owned  by  a  woman  in  orders,  who  lived  at  Kill  Elcraide.    Bresal 
at  first  civilly  and  humbly  asked  this  ox  from  her,  and  offered 
to  give  her  seven  cows  and  a  bull  for  that  one  animal.    The  wo- 
man refused,  and  then  Bresal  took  off  the  ox  without  her  leave, 
sod  killed  it  for  his  father's  feast    But  when  the  King  of  Ire- 
land and  his  people  were  in  the  midst  of  their  enjoyments  of  the 
festivity,  the  nun  came  and  made  her  complaint  to  the  monarch 
of  his  son  Bresal.    When  the  father  had  heard  her  complaint,  be 
Was  seized  with  violent  anger,  and  he  declared  that  he  would  put 
Bresal  to  death,  for  outraging  the  black  nun  of  Kill  Elcraide. 
He  then  took  Bresal  with  nim  to  the  brink  of  the  river  of  Loch, 
*nd  drowned  him  there.    Immediately  after  the  deed,  he  was 
Seized  with  remorse  and  grief,  and  he  went  to  St.  Columkille 
to  bewail  his  sad  fate. 

Columkille  invited  him  to  come  with  himself  to  Munstcr, 
V>  the  venerable  Saint  Becan.  Columkille  and  he  then  set  out 
together  for  Kill-Becain,84  north  of  Sliabh-Grot.  Immediately 
***pon  arriving  there,  they  found  the  holy  man  building  a  fence 
J^ound  his  burial-ground,  having  his  robe  quite  wet  about  him. 
-As  soon  as  Becan  saw  the  king,  he  cried,  "  To  the  earth  with 
tliee,  parricide."  Upon  this,  the  king  fell  down  upon  his  knees 
**pon  the  ground.  Then  Columkille  spoke,  and  said,  "  He  has 
iiome  to  thee  to  beg  for  help  to  remedy  the  evil  deed  he  has 
clone,  and  also  to  beg  of  thee  to  pray  to  God  to  restore  his  son  to 
life."  Hereupon,  Becan  prayed  fervently  to  God  three  times,  at 
CDolumkille's  request ;  and  thus  the  king's  son,  Bresal,  was  re- 
stored to  life,  through  the  prayers  of  the  holy  Becan,  and  the 

**  Kill  Becain,    It  is  now  called  Kill-    of  Clanwilliam,  county  Tipperary. 
cod,  and  is  situated  in  the  barony 
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name  of  God  was  magnified,  and  the  fame  of  St  Becan'e  holiness 
was  spread  by  means  of  that  miracle. 

Guairi,  son  of  Colman,*3  the  above-mentioned  King  of  Con- 
naught,  and  contemporary  of  Diarmaid,  happened  to  be  on  a 
certain  occasion  in  company  with  St  Cumin  Fada  Mac  Fiácadh, 
and  St.  Caimin,  of  Inis-Keltrach,  in  the  church  of  that  island,  when 
the  following  conversation  took  place  between  them.  St  Caimin 
asked  the  first  question,  "  What  is  it,  0  Guairi,  that  thou  wouldst 
most  wish  to  possess  ?  "  Guairi  replied,  "  I  would  have  gold  and 
treasure,  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing  them:  and  thou,  O 
Cumin,  what  woulacst  thou  most  wish  to  have?"  "  A  load  of 
diseases  on  my  body,"  said  St.  Cumin.  "And  thou,  likewise,  O 
Caimin,  what  would  be  thy  desire  ?  "  "A  store  of  books,"  said 
St.  Caimin,  "  for  interpreting  the  truth  to  the  people."  And  the 
three  got  their  wishes,  except  that,  at  the  end  of  his  life,  St 
Caimin  was  cursed  by  St.  Moehuda,  and  all  his  gifts  were  taken 
from  him,  if  history  has  told  truth. 

Guairi,  son  of  Colman,  came  to  ravage  Munster,  with  three 
battalions  of  the  Connaught  forces.  Dima,*  son  of  Bonan,  Ám 
of  Aengus,  was  then  King  of  Cashel.  Their  forces  met  in 
Ui-Fidghenti,  which  is  now  called  the  plain  of  the  county  of 
Limerick.  They  fought  a  battle  at  Carn-Feradaig,  where  Guairi 
and  his  Connaughtmen  were  defeated,  and  an  immense  number 
of  the  latter,  with  six  of  their  chiefs,  were  slain.  The  cause  of 
Guairi's  invasion  was  to  assert  his  claim  to  all  the  land  that  lies 
between  Sliabh  Ectuide  (Sh'eve  AughttA  and  Luimnech,  which 
had  anciently  formed  part  of  the  lancls  of  Connaught!  until 
Lugaidh  Menn,  son  of  Aengus  Tirech,  son  of  Fer-Corb,  son  of 
Mogh-Corb,  son  of  Cormac  Cas,  son  of  OlildOlum,  having  gained 
seven  battles  against  the  Connaughtmen,  in  which  he  slew  seven 
of  their  kings,  by  the  mere  help  of  hired  soldiers  and  boyi, 
had  made  sword-land  of  all  the  country,  that  lies  between  Bearna- 

*  Son  of  Colman.  According  to  the  of  Cam  Feradalgh  (now  called  Knock- 
work  of  l)uald  Mac  Firbis,  npoa  the  any)  was  not  fought  by  Goairi  natíL 
Tribes  and  Customs  of  the  Ui  Fiach-  the  year  622,  when  Falbi  Fkan  waa 
rach,  Guairi  the  Generous,  son  of  Col-  King  of  Caahel,  or  Lata  Mocha,  and 
man,  son  of  Cobthach,  &c,  was  the  Dima,  chief  of  the  Dalg-Gali  tribe, 
ancestor  of  the  O'Cleries,  O'Heynes  waa  Kinp  of  Thomond.  It  ia  thaw 
and  Mac  Kilkellies,  but  not  of  their  recorded  m  the  Four  Ma*m:  "AJfc 
kinsmen  the  O'Shaughnessics,  who  are  622.  The  12th  year  of  Sniboi,  King  of 
there  stated  to  be  descended  from  Ireland.  The  battle  of  Oara  Feradajdh 
Acdh,  son  of  Cobthach,  the  brother  of  was  gained  by  Falbi  Flaan  ow« 
the  aforesaid  Colman,  and  to  have  de-  Connaughtmen ;  wherein  wen  aUi 
rived  their  tribe  name  of  Kinel  Aeda  Conall,  chief  of  the  Ui  Maui,  Mad 
from  him.  dubh,  Maeh-uain,  lf»«Mirfnt  Maekal 

"  Dima.    Here,  again,  we  see  the  gaich  and  Maelbreaail,  and  Qnairi  waa 

mistake  of  making  Guairi  the  con-  rooted  from  the  battle  field." 
temporary  of  Diarmaid.    The  battle 
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rtiani-tri^-carbad,"  atOara  Feradaigh,  to  Belacb-Lucadi,  and  from 
-Ath  Boramha  to  Leim  Goncullainn.  In  remembrance  of  this, 
Cormac,  ion  of  Culinan,  oompoeed  the  following  verse: 

«It  wu  that  Logaidh,  that  Red  Hud, 
That  forced  from  Coniianght,  as  a  floe, 
What  land  from  Feradach's  old  earn 
Extendi  to  Lnchaid's  deed-lamed  ford." 

St  Columkille  and  St  Mochua*  were  contemporaries!  and 
irhen  St  Mochua,  or  Mac  Duach,  as  he  is  otherwise  called,  was 
m  hermit  in  the  desert,  his  whole  worldly  wealth  consisted  of  a 

*  Beama  na  d4ri  g-Carbad,  i.  e.  among   its   ruins,   testify.      Havinf 

^hn  Past  of  thd  Three  Chariots.  Belach  erected  there  a  monastery  and    a 

Xochadi,  now  Lowhid,  near  the  villa»©  church,  he  next  directed  his  attention 

*d  Tt&bercendoney,  barony  of  Inch-  to  the  main  object  of  hisgreat  Christiaa 

iqnin,  county  Glare.    Ath  Boromha,  enterprise-— that  of  exploring  the  i^A 

x  e.  the  Ford  of  the  Tribute,  is  at  region   beyond  the  Grampian  Hflfa, 

Killaloe,  and  Leim   Ooncoiainn,   or  where  no  missionary  before  him  bad- 

Oncholainn's  Jump,  is  the  promontory  ever  yet  ventured,  and  of  snbdaing  to 

now  called  Loophead.  the  mild  yoke  of  the  Gospel  the  hardly 

"  Si.  Columkille  and  Mochua.    It  race  there  entrenched.    The  territory 

is  more  than  doubtful  whether  those  of  the  northern  Picts  then  included  sft 

saints  were  ever  contemporaries.  of  modern  Scotland  that  lies  north  of 

It  is,  indeed,  to  be  regretted  that  Dr.  the  Grampians,  and  there  the  residence 

Keating  should  have   occupied   his  of  their  king,  Brude,  was  then  situated, 

space  with  this  and  others  of  the  fore-  somewhere  on  the  borders  of  Loch 

£oing  silly  tales,  which  he  most  have  Ness.     Hither  the  courageous  saint 

«adracted  from  fabulous  romances,  as  directed  his  steps,  but  found  the  gates 

he  has  had  no  authority  for  them  in  of  the  royal  residence  closed  against 

Irish  annals.    As  the  Irish  reader  must  him.      However,   by   one   of   those 

feel  anxious  to  hear  something  of  the  miracles  to  which,  in  that  all-believing 

mission  of  St   Columba,  or  Colum-  age,  every  triumph  of  the  Church  is 

kille,  who  was,  perhaps,  the  greatest  attributed,  Columba  is  said  to  have 

man  that  Ireland  produced  in  this  age,  mode  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  the  gates, 

but  of  whom  Keating  has  given  such  upon  which  they  immediately  flew  open 

dim  glimpses,  the  following  notices  of  before  him.  The  king,  thereupon,  came 

that  saint's  proceedings  in  Alba  and  to  meet  and  welcome  him.    His  con- 

the  Albanian  isles  are  here  extracted  version  was  soon  effected,  in  spite  of 

in  an  abridged  form  from  Mr.  Moore's  the*  Magi ;  and  in  the  course  of  this 

History  of  Ireland :  "  Having  obtained  and  other  visits  of  the  saint,  the  whole 

from  his  cousin  Conall,  then  King  of  of  Pictland  became  Christian.     His 

the  Albanian  Scots,  the  small  island  of  apostolical  labors  were  next  directed  to 

Hy,  or  Iona,  which  was  an  appendage  the  Hebrides,  throughout  the  whole  of 

to  the  new  Scottish  kingdom,  Columba,  which  the  enlightening  effects  of  his 

together  with  twelve  of  his  disciples,  presence  was  felt    Wherever  he  went 

set  sail  for  that  sequestered  spot  After  churches  were  erected,  religious  teach- 

his  landing,  one  of  his  first  tasks  was  ere  supplied,  and   holy   communities 

to  expel  some  Druids,  who  hod  there  formed."      Thus,  under  the  tutelage 

established  their  abode ;  this  secluded  of  this  great  and  holy  man,  did  these 

island  having  been  one  of  the  haunts  of  remote  isles  become  the  seat  of  learning 

this  priesthood,  as  the  remains  of  their  and  piety, 
temples  and  monuments,  still  existing 
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cock,  a  mouse  and  a  fly.  The  use  of  the  cock  was  to  get  him  to 
rise  betimes  at  midnight,  to  his  matins.  The  use  of  the  mouse 
was  to  prevent  him  from  sleeping  more  than  five  hours,  from 
daylight  until  night ;  and  when  he  should  desire  to  take "  more 
sleep,  wearied  out  by  his  much  praying,  with  his  hands  crossed, 
and  by  his  many  prostrations,  the  mouse  was  wont  to  come  and 
scratch  his  ears,  so  as  thus  to  awaken  him.  The  fly's  use  was 
to  walk  upon  every  line  he  read  in  his  psalter,  and  when  he 
might  cease  chaunting  the  psalms,  to  remain  upon  the  line  where 
he  stopped  until  ho  returned  to  it  again.  But  it  happened  that 
his  three  treasures  soon  died,  upon  which  the  saint  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  St.  Columkille,  alter  the  latter  had  gone  to  Aci  (Iona),  in 
Alba,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  death  of  these  animals. 
St.  Columkille  replied  to  this  letter,  and  said,  "Brother,  thou  must 
not  wonder  at  the  deaths  of  the  animals  which  have  left  thee, 
for  trouble  exists  only  where  tJicrc  is  wealth."  I  judge  from 
this  banter  of  these  true  saints,  that  they  had  no  regard  for 
worldly  wealth — not  like  the  folk  of  the  present  times. 

After  this,  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus  Kerbcol,  was  killed  at 
Bath  Beg,"  in  Magh  Lini,  by  Aedh  l)ubh,  son  of  Suibni,  and  he 
was  buried  at  Cunniri. 

FERGUS  AND  DOMNALL,  ARD-RIGHA. 

A.  D.  556.:0  Fergus  and  Domnall,81  both  sons  of  Murkcrtaeh 
Mor  Mac  Krca,  son  of  Muredach,  son  of  Kogan,  son  of  Niall  of 
the  Nine  Hostages,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  ascended  the  throne, 
and  reigned  one  year.  Duisech,  daughter  of  Duaeh  Tengumha, 
King  of  Connaught,  was  mother  of  these  princes.  Fergus  and 
Domnall  gained  the  battle  of  Gabra  Lili,"  over  the  men  of  Lein- 
ster,  and  four  hundred  of  the  latter  were  slain  therein.  Deman, 
son  of  Carcll,  who  had  been  ten  years  King  of  Ulidia,  or  Uladh,B 

*  Hath  Beg.     A  tnwiilaiHi  in  the        "  The  Battle  of  Gabra  L*fi.    This 

parish    of   Donetrorc,    adjoining    the  was  fon^ht  somewhere  on  the  river 

parish  of  A  ntrim.  county  A  ntrim.  His  Liflfcy.  and  is  entered  at  A  J).  559  in  the 

slayer.  Aedh  Duff,  was*  kin?  of  Dal-  Four  Masters    The  battle  of  Dumb» 

Araide.    »•  His  head  was  l>nu«rht  to  A  chair  is  also  recorded  as  gained  br^^ 

Chwin-niic-Nois  and  luirh  d  there,  and  these  princess  in  this  year,  over 

his  IkmIv  was*  interred  at  Ciiniri  (Con-  Leinstermen. 
nor).*—  Four   Master*.      Me  had   re-       *  Ultdia.    Henceforth  Uladh. w 

quested  ln'fure  he  expired  that  his  head  it  means  the  now  narrowed  territory 

should  Ik»  lmried  at  Clotuuarnoise.  the  the  Clauna  RudrakW,  shall  be  tn 

monastery  of  his  friend  St.  Kiaran.  lated  hy  Ulidia.— There  are  two  to 

30  A.  I).  558.    Fntr  Meters.  lands  named  Borenn  (the  place  where  * 

M   Fkroi-m  I  IT..  Domnaij.  1.    They  he  fell),  in  the  county  Down  :  one  in  the 

reigned  three  years,  according  to  some,  parish  of  Dromara,  the  other  in  Clou» 

accounts.       *  allon.    He  was  killed  in  566. 
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was  killed  by  the  boors  of  Borenn.    Soon  after,  Fergus  and  Dom- 
nall  both  died. 

EOCAIDH  AND  BAEDAH,  ARD-RIGHA. 

A.  D.  557.**  Eocfddh,*  son  of  Domnall,  son  of  Murkertach 
Mor  Mac  Erca,  son  of  Muredach,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine 
Hostages,  of  the  line  of  Erimhdn,  ruled  Ireland  for  three  years, 
in  partnership  with  his  uncle  Baedan,  son  of  MurkertacL  It 
was  about  this  time  that  Carbri  Crom,  the  son  of  Crimthann 
Sreimh,  son  of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Aengus,  son  of  Nadfraech, 
who  had  been  King  of  Munster  for  thirty  years,  died.  It  was 
this  Carbri  that  fought  the  battle  of  Femhenn,"  against  Colman 
Beg,  son  of  Diarmaid,  in  which  Colman  was  defeated,  and  num- 
bers of  his  followers  slain.  Carbri  received  the  surname  Cram 
(crooked),  from  having  been  educated  at  a  place  called  Crom* 
glasi,  as  the  bard  tells  us  in  the  following  rann : 

"  Erect  was  he  from  sole  to  crown, 
And  straight  of  limb  was  Carbri  Oram ; 
The  surname '  Crom'  to  him  was  given, 
For  he  was  reared  at  Orom-giasL,T 

Some  historians  say  that  it  was  about  this  time  that  St  Brendan 
of  Birra"  died ;  though  he  is  said  by  a  popular  tradition  to  have 
Jived  nine  score  years,  as  a  bard  informs  us  in  the  following 

"  Woe  is  he  who  striveth  not  for  bliss ! 
Woe  is  he  whose  life-coarse  runs  not  bright ! 
Full  four  score  and  one  hundred  years 
This  blessed  saint  on  earth  did  dwell/' 

After  this,  the  battle  of  Tola  and  Fortola"  was  gained  by  Fiac* 
aidh,  son  of  Baedan,  over  the  men  of  Eli  and  Osraide,  and  in  it 
great  numbers  of  the  Elians  and  Ossorians  were  slain.    About 

M  A.  D.  562.  Birr,    though  an  attempt   has  been 

*  Eocaidh  XIV.,  Baedan  I.  They  made  to  change  its  ancient  name  to 
reigned  for  two  years  according  to  Pareonstown.  St.  Brendan  of  Birra 
others.  In  their  reign  died  St.  Molasi,  died  on  the  29th  of  November,  571. 
or  Laisren,  founder  of  the  monastery  of  In  the  Four  Masters,  the  following 
Daimh-inis,  i.  e.  Ox  Island,  now  Deven-  strange  entry  is  found  with  regard  to 
ish,  in  Lough  Erne.  He  was  son  of  him,  under  A.  D.  563 :  "  Brenainn  of 
Nadfracch,  and  must  not  be  confound-  Birra  was  seen  ascending  in  a  chariot 
ed  with  St.    Molasi,  or  Laisren,  of  into  the  sky  thisyear." 

Leighlin,  whose  father  was  named  Car-        *  Tola  and  Fortola.    Tola  is  now 

ell.  called  Tulla,  and  it  lies  in  the  parish  of 

*  Battle  of  Femhenn,  i.  c.  the  plain  Kinnitty,  barony  of  Ballybritt  and 
of  Femhenn,  in  South  Tipperary.  This  Kings  County.  This  battle  was  not 
battle  was  fought  in  571.  fought  until  the  year  571. 

"  Birra.    This  place  is  still  called 
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this  time  died  Conall,1*  son  of  Comgall,  King  of  the  Dal-Riada, 
having  then  reigned  over  Alba  for  sixteen  years.  It  was  this 
Conall  that  granted  the  Isle  of  Aei4*  (Iona),  in  Alba,  to  St 
Columkille.  Shortly  after,  Eocaidh  and  Baedan  fell  by  the 
hand  of  Cronnan,  son  of  Tighernach,  King  of  the  Kiannacnta  of 
Glenn-Gemhin.41 

ANMIRI,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  560.41  Anmiri,  son  of  Sedna,  son  of  Fergus  Kenn-fada, 
son  of  Conall  Gulban,  son  of  Niall**  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  of  the 
line  of  Erimhdn,  held  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  three  yean. 
Brighitt,  daughter  of  Cobthach,  son  of  Olild,  one  of  the  Lagenians 
of  Ard  Ladrann,  was  his  wife,  and  the  mother  of  Aedh,  son  of 
Anmiri.  He  fell  by  the  hand  of  Fergus,  son  of  Niall,  at  the 
instigation  of  Baedan,  son  of  Ninnidh,  at  Carraig-lemi-an-eich. 

BAEDAN,44  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  563."  Baedan,  son  of  Ninnidh,  son  of  Fergus  Kenn- 
fada,  son  of  Conall  Gulban,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hoetagoa, 
of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  reigned  over  Ireland  for  three  years.  It 
was  in  the  reign  of  Baedan  that  St  Brendan  of  Cluam-ferta"  died. 
Aedh,  son  of  Eocaidh  Tirmcarna,  King  of  Connaught,  was 
slain  during  that  time,  in  the  battle  of  Bagha.*    Carbn  Croon, 

*  Conall,  ton  of  Com  gall.  He  fell,  seems  to  be  either  a  mistake  ef 
died  in  the  year  572;  or,  according  the  transcribers  or  an  oversight  of 
to  others,  in  573.  Dr.  Keating's. — It  would  appear,  from 

*  Aei.  This  name  is  also  found  the  following  verse  quoted  by  the  Foot 
written  I  and  Hi.  In  Gaelic,  it  ought  Masters,  that  Anmiri  had  made  a  da» 
to  be  pronounced  Ee  or  Hee.  It  is  the  structive  inroad  into  Monster,  daring 
island  now  called  Iona  or  I-colm-kille,  his  short  reign : 

one  of  the  Hebrides. 

«    Kiannada   of    Glenn    Gemhin.  "w^TtS^wXBHf. 

These  were  the  descendants  of  Finn-  SSíSdíSU  ££%£? 

caidh  Uallacli,  son  of  Connla,  son  of  From  Anmiri,  ta«*m  of  I 
the  redoubted  champion  Tadg,  son  of 

Kian,  son  of  Olild  Olum.    They  were  M  Baeda*  H.     This  king 

the   ancestors  of  the   O'Connors  of  but  one  year,  according  to  the 

Ulster.    Their  territory  is  now  called  cited  annáls. 

the  barony  of  Eeenaught,  county  Lon-  u  A.  D.  567.    Four  MuUn. 

donderry.     The  O'Connors  are  still  *  Cluatn-ftrta.     This  St.  Bi 

numerous  in  Glengiven  (Glenn  Gem-  died  on  the   16th  of  May,  676,  at 

hin) ;  which  was  the  ancient  name  of  Aenacb-Duin,  now  AnaadowD,  on  tat 

the  Vale  of  the  River  Boa,  which  east  bank  of  Lough  Corrib ;  bat  he 

flows  through  the  centre  of  the  nor-  was  buried  at  ClonJert 

thern  Kiannacta.  "  Bagha.     Perhaps  Sliabh  Bagh- 

*  A.  D.  564.    Four  Marten.  na,  or  Badbgna,  now  Sliere  Bawae, 
°  Son  of  NialL    He  is  called  son  county  Roscommon.    This  Aedh  wat 

of  Nellin,  by  other  authorities.    The    not  slain  until  574.    He  fell  by  tat 
name  given  to  the  place  where  Anmiri    Ui  n  '  ' 
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Ing  of  Munster,  died  about  the  same  period ;  and  then,  also, 
died  Baedan,  son  of  Carell,  King  of  Ulster ;  and,  also,  St  Bua- 
~  mtm  of  Lothair,  a  saint  descended  of  the  line  of  Olild  Flaim 
f,  son  of  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethafi.    Baedan,  Sang  of  Ireland, 
i  slain  by  the  two  Cumins,  namely?  by  Cumin,  son  of  Col- 
"irtan,  and  dumin,  son  of  Libren,  at  Carraig  lemi-an-eich.# 

According  to  Bede,  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  third  book  of 
Saxon  History,  it  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  five  hundred 
lcL  sixty-five  thai  Si  Columkille  proceeded  to  Alba**  upon  his 
wipoBtolic  mission. 


AJEDH  MAC  ANMIRKOH,   ARD-BIGH. 


::,.-"j 


A.D.  566."  Aedb,"  son  of  Anmiri,  son  of  Sedna,  son  of  Fergus 
enn-fada,  son  of  Conall  Oulban,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Host» 
assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for  twenty* 
ven  years. 

I  have  before  stated  that  Brighitt  (Breeyith),  daughter  of  Cob- 
hach,  son  of  Olild,  of  the  royal  line  of  Leinster,  was  the  mother 
y£  this  prince.  It  was  this  Aedh  that  fought  the  battle  of  BolaA 
"IDathi,"  where  Colman  Beg,  son  of  Diarmaid,  fell,  with  five 
-thousand  of  his  warriors,  through  prophecies  of  St  Columkille. 
ZJ[t  was,  also,  in  this  kind's  reign  St  Senach,*4  the  holy  bishop  of 
^ZJluain  Eraird,  died.  About  this  time,  also,  died  Feidlimidh,** 
n  of  Tighernach,  King  of  Munster. 


m  St.  Ruadan.    This  wag  the  saint  w  A,  D.  568.    Four  Mattert, 

—ho  had  laid  the  famous  malediction  "  Amdu  II.     In  the  first  year  of 

«K^pon    Temhair.     His  monastery,  as  his  reign  he  slew  Fergus,  son  of  Nellin, 

^».D0ve  stated,  was  situated  at  Lorha,  in  revenge  for  his  father. 

l«w  a  village  in  Lower  Ormond,  county  "  BMach-Dathi.    The  place  of  this 

""ipperary,  six  miles  north  of  Burn-  fight  is  called  by  others  Doeté,  Bilach 

>kean.  Feda  and  Bélach-an-f  hedha.   It  is  now  • 

*   Carrai&jemi-an+ich,    I    e.    the  known  as  Ballaghanea,  in  the  parish  of 

Xifcockof  the  Horse's  Jump.   There  are  Lurgan,   county    Cavan.     It   would 

many  places  of  this  name  in  Ireland,  appear,  that  St  Columkille's  hostility 

Thwkt  here  mentioned,  may  be  Leim-  to  the  Southern  Ui  Neill  did  not  end 

axi-eich-ruaidh,  i.  e.  the  Bed  Horse's  withHhe  life  of  the  monarch  Diarmaid. 

Jomp,  now  called  Lemnaroy,  county  M  SL  Senach.    He  died  in  the  year 

Londonderry. — O'D.     The   name   of  587,  bishop  of  Cluain-Eraird  or  Iraerd, 

tlie     persons  by  whom   Baedan  was  now  Clonard,  in  Meath. 

■l^im,  is  written  Comaeini    in  other  *   Feidlimidh,  ton  of   Tighernach. 

*ocordg.  His  death  is  entered,  under  the  year 

*•    Proceeded  to  Alba.     In  the  An-  586,  in  the  Annals  of  the  Four  Mas- 

**»!»  of  the  Four  Masters,  this  event  is  ters,  in  these   terms :    "  Feidlimidh» 

^roorded  as  having  taken  place  in  557,  son  of  Tighernach,  King  of  Munster, 

a,  litrtJe  before  which,  as  some  will  have  died."    Dr.  Bricn  would  make  him  out 

it,  Iie  had  been  condemned  by  a  Synod  to  have  been  but  king  of  Desmond,  or 

of  the  Irish  clergy,  for  having  excited  South  Munster ;  "  but  this,"  says  Dr. 

^relatives  to  fight  the  battle  of  Guil  O'Dooovan,  "  is  one  of  his  intentional 

Dremni,  against  King  Diarmaid.  falsifications,  in  order  to  detract  frost 
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Great  convention  of  Drom  Keth  — Threatened  banishment  of  ike 
Bards — Attempt  to  lay  a  tribute  upon  the  Dal- Riada  of  Alba 
— Captivity  of  Sganlan  Mar — SL  ColumkiUc. 

It  was  by  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  that  the  Great  Convention  of 
Drom  Keth  was  called  together. 

At  it  were  assembled  the  most  distinguished  persons  amongst 
the  nobility  and  clergy  of  Ireland.  For  summoning  this  great 
convention,  Aedh  had  three  principal  causes. 

The  First  Cause  was  his  resolve  to  banish  the  Filedha"  (Fil- 
leea),  or  Poets,  out  of  Ireland,  on  account  of  the  greatness  of  their 
numbers,  and  of  the  difficulty  there  was  both  in  governing  them- 
selves, and  in  satisfying  their  demands ;  for  the  train  attendant 
upon  an  Ollamh  numbered  thirty  persons ;  and  that  attendant 
upon  the  Annruith,  that  is,  the  person  who  was  next  in  rank  to 
the  Ollamh  in  the  Filcdhacht  (Filleeayht\  or  Poetic  Order,  was 
fifteen.  So  that,  about  that  epoch,  nearly  one  third  of  the  men 
of  Ireland,"  belonged  to  the  Poetic  Order,  all  of  whom  were  wont 
to  quarter  themselves  upon  the  other  inhabitants,  from  the  season 
of  Samhain  to  that  of  Bcltaini.  On  this  account,  Aedh  consider- 
ed them  to  be  too  heavy  a  load  upon  the  land  of  Ireland,  and, 
therefore,  did  he  propose  to  expel  them  from  the  country.  He 
had,  also,  another  motive  for  desiring  their  expulsion.  It  wae 
for  their  having  had  the  audacity  to  demand  the  gold  broach" 
that  fastened  the  royal  mantle  of  Aedh.  This  was  a  broach  that 
each  king  was  wont  to  leave  as  an  heirloom  and  precious  relic 

tbc  ancient  importance  of  the  Eogan-  far  from  Newtown  Limavaddy,  coutj 

»  achts."   Aedh  Uargurb,  son  of  Crimth-  Londonderry, 

ann.  the  grandfather  of  this  Feidli-  Our  Annals  are  not  in  accord  as  tc 

inidh,  was  the  immediate  founder  of  the   exact   date  of   the    convention 

that    Ko^anacht   sept,  which    after-  The  Annals  of  Clonmacnoise  record  it 

ward*  took  the  name  which  has  been  under  the  year  587.    The  true  yeni 

anglicized   O'Mahony.     Laegari,  son  was  590. 

of   (Vimthann,  brother  of  the   said  "   Filedha,     The    plural    of   FfM 

Andh  Uarjrarb,  was  the  founder  of  the  (Filleh),  i.  e.  a  Member  of  the  Literarj 

sept  now  called  O'Donojhoj.    Feid-  or  Foetic  Order. 

limidh  is  alio  recorded  as   King  of  **  Men   of   Ireland.     By  mn  o 

Mun^ter    in  the    Annals    of   Ulster,  Ireland,  in  the  original,  Fir  Eirenn^  w 

which  record  his  death  under  A.  I),  mu*t  understand  the  men  of  the  Pra 

530,    as    follows :    Mors    Fcidlimthe  Clans,  or  tho  Sacr  Clanna  of  Irekal 

mic  Tiirhjrnaisrh  resets  Miimhan.    Tho  M  Gold  Broach.    For  a  dcacriptiei 

(Kmth  of  Feidlimidh,  son  of  Timber-  of  the  gold  broach  or  dstg  orr  wW 

nuch.  Kin**  of  Munstcr.  which  the  ancient  nobility  of  TirkiW 

M   Drum-fish.     Tho    place  where  fastened  their  falling  or  mantlet  th 

Hi»  convention  was  held,  is  now  called  reader  is  referred  to  Walker  on  Ik 

Daisy  Hill,  near  the  River  Roe,  not  Dress  of  the  Ancient  Irish. 
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to  bis  successor.  It  was,  indeed,  their  impudent  demand  of  the 
~broach  that  more  immediately  excited  Aedh  to  expel  them ;  so 
that  he  had  banished  them  all  to  the  Dal  Kiada,  in  Ulster. 

They,  that  is  the  Filedha,  or  members  of  the  Poetic  Order, 

liad  been  previously  banished,  for  their  overbearing  conduct  and 

unjust  judgments,  in  the  days  of  Concobar"  Mac  Nesa,  King  of 

Ulster.    At  that  time,  all  the  Filedha  of  Ireland  were  assembled 

together  in  one  place,  and  at  their  meeting  there  were  found  to 

~be  one  thousand  Filedha,  who  were  each  followed  by  a  band  of 

mttendants.    They  were  then  making  up  their  minds  to  go  settle 

-in  Alba.    But  when  Concobar  heard  it,  he  deputed  Cuchulainn 

to  detain  them,  and  gave  them  maintenance  for  seven  years  with 

ZhimselfJ  as  the  bard  thus  relates : 

"  To  Uladh  wends  that  thronging  host, 
To  Concobar  of  crimson  glaive ; 
And  Uladh's  king,  for  seven  full  years, 
Maintained  those  exiled  sons  of  song." 

After  that,  the  Filedha  spread  themselves  anew  throughout 
Z3reland,  and  they  were  not  again  molested  until  the  time  of 
ZPiacaidh,"  son  of  Baedan,  King  of  Ulster,  nor  from  the  time  of 
Jfiacaidh  to  that  of  Maelcaba,"  son  of  Deman,  son  of  Carell,  "K^g 

"  Ulster ;  nor  from  the  time  of  Maelcaba  to  that  of  Aedh,  son 

f  AnmirL    Three  times  did  the  men  of  Ireland  refuse  to  main- 
the  Filedha,  and  each  time  of  these  did  the  Ulta  uphold 

•hem. 
At  the  time  of  their  first  banishment,  when  Concobar  gave 

iem  maintenance  for  seven  years,  their  number,  as  I  have  just 
s^id,  amounted  to  one  thousand. 

At  the  time  of  their  second  exile,  when  they  were  supported 
dthr  one  year  by  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Baedan,  their  number  was  seven 
imndrea,  and  at  their  head  was  Eocaidh  Kigh-Eiges  (Bee- 
-já.u/uess),99  as  the  bard  has  said  in  the  following  rann : 

^     Concobar.     This    king    reigned  for,  what  Keating  records  in  this  in- 
over*  Ulster,  as  we  have  seen,  about  stance  as  two  distinct  events  seems  to 
tihe  period  of  the  birth  of  Christ.    He  have  constituted  but  one. 
continued,  during  his  whole  reign,  the  M  Righ-eigcs,  i.  e.  King-Poet    Bo- 
munificent  patron  of  the  Bardic  Order,  caidh    Righ-eiges    was    but  another 

"*    Fiacaidh.    He  flourished  in  Uli-  name  for  Dalian  Forgaill,  who  was  the 

on*»     fr^  £  p.   57i  to  622,  consc-  Chief  Poet  of  Ireland  in  the  time  of 

quently,   must    have    been    the   pro-  Aedh.    He  was  a  disciple  of  St  Co- 

tector  of  the  Poets  upon  the  present  lumkille,  and  theeuthorof  the  famous 

oc^J*sion.    He  is  also  called  Fiachna.  amJira,  or  hymn,  called  Amhra  Cholnim 

Maelcaba,   otherwise   Maelcobha,  Cille.    Two  of  Dalian's  odes  are  given 

^*«  the  son  of  Fiachna,  and  was  King  with  metrical  translations,  in  Hardi- 

°r  Ulidia  in  646.    Fiacaidh  may  also  man's  Irish  Minstrelsy. 
^Ve  bad  a  brother  named  Maelcaba, 
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M  Eocaidh,  sage  of  righteous  laws, 
To  Fiacaidh,  Bnedan's  son,  repairs. 
And  there  the  King^sage  welcome  found, 
And  there  his  bards  found  maintenance." 

The  third  time  they  were  exiled,  they  numbered  twelve  Iran* 
dred  around  Dalian  Forgail  and  Senchan.**  It  was  at  that  time 
that  they  were  supported  by  Maelcaba,  King  of  Ulster,  as  the 
bard  has  thus  told  us  in  the  duan  from  which  the  extracts  last 
quoted  have  been  made : 

"  When  Maelcaba  of  minstrels  reigned, 
In  yonder  Iubar-kinn-tragha," 
Twelve  hundred  bards  then  shelter  found, 
Beside  his  tall  north-eastern  Tew. 

M  To  them  Maelcaba  of  the  Head" 
Gave  maintenance  for  three  bright  yean ; 
And  till  Doom's  pale  Day  may  the  generous  chien 
Of  Deman'8  shapely  sons  still  reign." 

The  Second  Cause  that  he  had  for  calling  the  convention  of 
Drom-Keth  was  his  desire  to  place  a  tribute  upon  the  Dal-Biada 
of  Alba,61  for  they  had,  up  to  that  time,  been  subject  to  pay  no 
rent  to  the  King  of  Ireland,  with  the  exception  of  their  naving 
had  to  raise  an  army  to  assist  him  in  his  wars,  both  by  sea  ana 
by  land,  and  their  being  subject  to  pay  erics  to  the  írish  Ard- 
ngh,  as  St.  Colman,"  son  of  Comghellach,  has  laid  down,  and  as 
he  tells  us  himself,  in  the  following  rami : 

M  Scnchan.     He  became    the  sue-  stood  that  the  territory,  sought  to  be 

cessor  of  Dalian  as  Chief  Poet.    He  placed  under  tribute  on  this  occasion, 

is  otherwise  known  as  Senchao  Tor-  was  that  of  the  Dal-Riada  of  Antrim, 

pest    His  dirge  over  the  body  of  his  whom  Aedgan  or  Aidan,  as  chHIafa 

Master,  Dalian,  has  been  published  in  of  the  race  of  Riada  both  in  Ireland 

the  work  lost  mentioned.  and  Alba,  would  set  free   from  Ac 

*  Iulxir-kinn-trafrha,  i.e.  the  Tew  jurisdiction  of  the  Irish  monarch. 
Tree  at  the  Head  of  the  Strand.  This  However,  it  is  not  likely  that  aoch  a 
is  the  Gaelic  name  of  the  town  now  demand  would  hare  been  then  made  in 
called  Newry,  county  Down.  The  the  very  height  of  the  Ui  Neill  sanie- 
word  Ncwry  is  a  corruption  of  "  An  macy.  It  is  much  more  likely  that 
Iubhor"  (An  yewr),  i.  e.  the  Yew  Tree,  the  disputed  point  was  really  what 
With  aspirations,  the  whole  name  Keating  represents  it,  and  that  Aedn 
reads  Iubhar-chinn-tragha,  and  is  now  sought  to  revive  the  sway  exercised  ay 
pronounced  somewhat  like  Yoor-Keen-  his  ancestor,  Niafl,  over  North  Britain. 
Tlraw.  "  St.  Colman.     We  are  told  that 

*  Of  the  Head,  i.e.  the  Head  of  this  question  had  been  left  to  St  Oo- 
the  Strand.  The  original  is  Maelcabha  lumkille's  decision,  bat  that  he  *—**»■■* 
an  Ching ;  but  the  editor  thinks  that  the  task  of  arbitration  on  account  of 
Ching  has  been  written  by  mistake  for  his  known  friendship  towards  Ae 
Chinn.  the  Dal-Riadic  Kins;.     It  was 

"  Mr.  Moore  seems  to  have  under-   committed  to  81  Canaan,  a  ma 
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«AbiidroTOtheyareboandtoraise, 
A  fleet  on  sea  they're  bound  to  bunch ; 
And,  by  my  wise  and  just  decree, 
Hey  floes  shall  pay  for  kindly  blood." 

The  Third  Cause  of  the  convention  of  Drom-Keth,  was  in 
rder  to  depose  Sganlan  Mor,*  the  son  of  Kennfaeladh^  from  the 
principality  of  Osraide,  or  Ossory,  for  having  refused  to  pay  to 
ke  monarch  Aedh,  head-rent,  and  to  instal  Illann.  son  of  tne  said 
•Sganlan,  as  prince  of  the  Ossorians,  in  his  stead,  for  he  had  con- 
^saented  to  pay  the  said  head-rent  And  such  were  the  three  causes) 
""""or  assembling  the  great  convention  of  Drom  Keth,  as  the  bard- 
tells  in  this  verse,  down  here : 

"  That  Congress  had  three  aims  in  view— 
His  crown  from  Sganlan  Mor  to  wrest; 
On  Riada's  tribes  a  rent  to  place; 
From  Eri's  land  her  bards  to  drive." 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Kings  of  the  Fifths,  and 
j6  Lords  of  Cantons  that  came  to  that  convention :  Crimthann 
lerr,  king  of  Leinster;  Ulann,  son  of  Sganlan,  son  of  Kenn- 
^^Eaeladh,  king  of  Osraide;  Maelduin,  son  of  Aedh  Bennan,  king 
-^of  West  Munster;  Guairi,  son  of  Colman,  king  of  Clan 
^sFiachra,  North  and  South;  Finghin,  son  of  Aedh  Dubk 
^^on  of  Crimthann,  king  of  all  Munster ;  Raghallach,*  son  or 
""^Jada,  who  was  king  over  the  Tuatha  Taeidin,  and  over  Brefni 
"^Ti  Ruairc,  as  far  as  Cliaban  Moduirn ;  Kellach,  son  of  Kearnach, 
>n  of  Dubh-Dothra,  king  of  Brefni  Ui  Kaghallaigh ;  Conall 
lenn-bagair,  or  Kenn-maghair,  king  of  Tir  Comaill ;  Fergal, 


\y  versed  in  legal  and  ecclesiastical  another  chieftain  named  Raghallach, 

Science,  who,  on  the  grounds  that  the  who  was  son  of  Cathalan,  son  of  Mael- 

f^erritory  of  the  Dal-Riada  was  an  Irish  inorda,  the  11th  descendant  from  Fer- 

*£>rovince,  gave    his  decision    against  gus,    the    common    ancestor    of  the 

-Aedgan. — See  Moore.  O'Connors,  OHeillies,  and  O'Ruairca, 

m  Sganlan  Mor.     This  is  not  the  His  territory,  as  here  stated,  comprised 

Sganlan  Mor,  son  of  Rennfaeladh,  son  the  present  counties  of  Roscommon 

of  Feradach,  who  died  king  of  Osraide  and   Leitrim. — Cliaban  Moduirn  was 

in  642,  and  is  the  ancestor  of  all  the  probably  on  the   borders  of  Orioch 

septs  of  the  Fitz  Patricks.    It  was  a  Moduraa,  now  Oemorne,  in  Monaghan. 

consin-german  of  his,  whose  father's  KeUack  was  chieftain  of  the  Ui  Briuin 

name  was  also  Kennfaeladh,  but  whose  Brefni.     In  Guairi,  Raghallach,  and 

grandfather  was  named  Rnmann,  and  Kellach,  we  see  the  representatives  of 

was  the  brother  of  Feradach.  the  three  great  tribes  of  the  descend- 

19   Ragfiúllach.     He  was  an  ances-  ants  of   Eocaidh  Muigh-medon,  who 

tor  of  the  O'Connors  of  Connaught,  had  partitioned   Connaught  between 

but   not    of    the    O'Raghallaigh    or  them,  having  supplanted  the  old  Bet* 

O'Reillies  of  Brefni  Ui  Raghallaigh  gian  tribes  of  the  Gamhanraide,  the 

(Cavan.)    They  are  descended  from  Fir  Craeibi  and  the  Tuatha  Taeiden. 

29 
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"Colomba,"*1  skys  he,  "  was  the  first  teacher  of  the  Catholic  Faith 
to  the  Picti,  north  of  the  mountains,  and  the  first  that  built  a 
monastery  in  the  Island  of  Hia,  which  was  long  held  venerable 
by  the  numerous  nations  of  the  Scoti  and  Picti."    From  these 
words  of  Bede  it  must  be  understood  that  St.  Columkille,  or 
Columba,  was  the  first  teacher  that  went  to  propagate  the  Faith 
among  the  Picti  of  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  that,  for  that 
reason,  not  only  the  priests  and  the  monks  did  homage  to  the 
abbots  of  Aei,  but  the  bishops,  also,  acknowledged  his  supremacy, 
because  it  was  St.  Columkille  that  had  given  them  the  light  of 
the  Faith  for  the  first  time.     Hence  it  happened  that  some  bish- 
ops accompanied  St.  Columkille,  as  his  attendants,  to  the  con- 
vention of  Drom  Keth. 

St.  Columkille  came  to  Ireland  with  a  waxed  cloth  upon  his 
eyes,  in  order  he  might  not  see  the  Irish  soil ;  for  wnen  St 
Aiolasi  had  banished  him  to  Alba,  for  a  penance,  he  bound  him 
never  to  set  his  eyes  upon  theJrish  soil,  to  the  day  of  his  death ; 
and  from  this  it  came,  that  he  kept  a  waxed  cloth  constantly  upon 
lais  eyes  while  he  remained  in  Ireland,  and  never  removed  it 
vintil  his  return  to  Alba.  It  was  in  remembrance  of  his  having 
tims  fulfilled  the  penitential  sentence  which  St.  Molasi  had  laid 
"upon  him,  that  the  latter  saint  has  himself  left  the  following  verse : 

u  Thongh  Colnm  from  the  east  bad  come, 
Ship-wafted  hither  o'er  the  sea, 
Still  nought  on  Eri'a  earth  he  saw, 
While  at  her  council  he  remained." 

According  to  the  ancient  book  called  the  Uighir  Chiarain,  the 
reason  why  St.  Molasi  had  laid  upon  St.  Columkille  this 
penitential  sentence,  which  had  thus  compelled  him  to  emigrate 
to  Alba,  was  to  make  the  latter  do  penance  for  his  having  been 
the  cause  why  three  battles  had  been  fought  in  Ireland ;  for  he 
was  the  instigator  of  the  battles  of  Cuil-Dremni,  Cuil-Feda  and 
Cuil-Eathain. 

The  battle  of  Cuil-Dremni  arose  out  of  the  following  event  : 
At  a  Feisof  Temhair,  held  by  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus  Kcrbeol, 
King  of  Ireland,  a  certain  nobleman  had  been  slain  by  Curnan, 
son  of  Acdhf  son  of  Eocaidh  Tirmcarna.  This  Curnan,  Diar- 
maid  put  to  death,  for  having  killed  a  nobleman  at  the  said  Feis, 
in  violation  of  the  law  and  sanctuary  thereof.  But  before  he 
fell  into  the  king's  hands,  Curnan  had  fled  to  the  protection  of 
the  two  sons  of  Murkertach    Mac  Erca,  namely,  Fergus  and 

T5  Columba  erat  primus  doctor  Fidei  quod  in  Hiae  insula,  multis  diu  Scoto- 
Catholiac  transmontanis  ad  aquiio-  rum  Fictorumque  populis  venerabilis 
nem,  primusque  fundator   Monasterii    mausit. 
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had  been  told  of  this  opprobrious  language,  he  said,  "  With  my 
-full  consent  that  queen,  with  her  waiting  tat&H,  in  tin-  shajM  w 
two  herons,  may  continually  hover  arounil  yon  ford,  beneath 
me,  «ntU  the  Day  of  Doom."  This  quotation  from  the  Ambra 
repeat»  the  words  of  Columkille; 

" '  Oh.  she  may  soon  a  heron  b*,' 

(Twoh  a,  tin;  outraged  cleric  spake.) 
'  In  herOD  shape,  lier  handmaid,  too, 
Tis  meet  may  share  her  lady's  fate.'" 

The  reason  for  transforming  the  waiting  maid  into  a  heron  as 
well  as  her  mistress  was,  because  it  was  she,  that  had  been  sent 
by  Xhc  queen  with  the  above-mentioned  message  to  Conall, 
wherein  he  was  told  "to  show  no  respect  to  the  coirr-chkirwh  or 
to  his  gang."  Many  people  will  stdl  tell  us,  that  this  is  the 
reason  why  there  are  two  herons  ever  since  constantly  seen  on. 
the  ford,  near  Drom-Keth. 

or  degraded  from  their  rank.  Thefirst  the  nrtlgMfetic  characters  of  Chris- 
part  of  the  word,  which  in  its  primary  tian  pries!  and  Irish  ebieflain.  Pre- 
form is  Cor,  means  a  turn,  change,  or  vious  to  the  battle  of  Ouil  liromni, 
twist,  &c.  But  Con-  (no»  Cvirr-rrti.gj,  '  Wumliill"-  is  roenrdod  to  have  said  to 
which  diffrre  scarcely  at  all  from  Cor  Kin;.'  Iliarmaid,  "  I  will  go  unto  my 
in  pronunciation,  menus  a  heron,  or  brethren,  the  races  of  Cona!!  una 
(as  the  Irish  peasants  improperly  ml  Eogan.  and  I  will  give  thee  battle  in 
that  bird),  a  crane.  The  legend  re-  revenge  for  this  unjust  sentence  thou 
counted  by  K eat i ng,  makes  the  eaint  hast,  given  against  me.  res|Hn;ting  the 
play  upon  the!  double  meaning  of  the  book,  and  in  revenge  Tor  the  killing  of 
terra  used  by  the  queen,  as  if  she  had  the  son  of  the  King  of  Counaugbt, 
called  him,  the  heron-clerk  or  crane-  while  under  my  protection."  It  ft 
clerk.  It  would  appear,  that  previous  not.  in  truth,  surprising  that  the 
o  Alb  Columkille  had  haughtvspir"  " 
.ted.  sh 

e  of  the  fathers  of  the  church  ; 
with  St.  Molasi  at  their  bead,  in  con-  apd  the  meekness  with  which  the  Irish 
sequence  of  the  bloodshed  caused  by  prince,  when  convinced  of  his  error, 
him  in  the  above-mentioned  battles,  submitted  to  the  sentence  of  his  spirit- 
it  is  to  that  censure  the  Irish  queen  is  ual  superiors,  proves  the  troth  and 
Otode  to  allude  upon  this  occasion,  sincerity  of  the  man  ;  and  it  should 
Mr.  Moore  thinks  that  though  an  at-  add  to  rather  than  derogate  from  the 
tempt  might  have  been  made  to  ox-  lustre  of  the  sanctity  of  his  subsequent 
Communicate  him  previous  to  his  career.  The  idol  of  the  most  power- 
leaving  Ireland,  still,  that  it  waa  made  ful  tribe  in  Ireland,  be  might  have 
tapxm  some  trivial  grounds,  and  for  caused  a  schism  in  the  infant  Irish 
«ooie  light  and  unimportant  proceed-  church,  resisted  his  sentence  for  a  time, 
ings.  Irish  history,  however,  shows  were  he  any  mere  political  ecclesiastic. 
*:b»t  there  were  serious  grounds  for  Bnt  instead  of  doing  so,  be  leaves  his 
*.Tie  "  breth  aithrigtae"  (brlh  ahree),  or  high  position  in  his  native  land,  ami 
Jjonetoiti»!  sentence  pronounced  upon  devotes  himself  to  a  life  of  missions» 
•the  future  apostle  of  the  Picta,  by  St  labor,  amongst  remote  and  hostile 
-ttfoUn  ;  and  that  in  the  pride  of  his  tribes. 
*3hs.nhood,he  had  sometimes  confounded 
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As  to  St.  Columkille,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  place  of  assembly, 
he  found  that  the  household  of  Conall,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri, 
was  that  which  was  nearest  to  himself  And  when  Conall  saw 
the  clerics  approaching,  he  sent  thence  nine  persons  of  the  rabble 
of  his  household  against  them ;  and  these  flung  lumps  of  clay  at 
the  strangers,  so  that  the  holy  men  were  bruised  and  bespattered 
with  mud.  St.  Columkille  asked  who  they  were  that  beat  him 
and  his  jvcople  so.  He  was  told,  in  reply,  that  it  was  Conall, 
son  of  Aedh,  that  had  urged  the  rabble  to  that  act.  He  then 
caused  thrice  nine  bells  to  be  rung  upon  the  spot,  against  Conall. 
who  forthwith  received  the  saint's  malediction,  and  was  deprived 
thereby  of  prosperity,  royalty  and  lordship,  prudence,  memory 
and  intellect.  And  from  those  bells  tolled  against  him  on 
that  occasion,  he  has  ever  since  been  called  Conall  Clogach,  or 
Conall  of  the  Bells. 

St  Columkille  then  went  towards  the  high  place  occupied  bv 
Domnall,  son  of  Aedh,  and  that  prince  rose  up  to  meet  him,  and 
made  him  welcome ;  and,  having  kissed  him  on  both  cheeks,  he 

1)laced  him  in  his  own  seat  For  this  kindness,  St  Columkille 
>]esscd  Domnall,  and  prayed  to  God  that  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land might  fall  to  his  lot ;  and  so  it  afterwards  came  to  pass,  for 
Domnall  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirteen  years 
previous  to  his  death. 

St.  Columkille,  accompanied  by  Domnall,  next  proceeded  to 
the  household  of  the  king.  The  latter  was,  thereupon,  smitten 
with  fear,  by  reason  of  what  had  happened  to  the  queen,  and  to 
her  waiting  maid ;  and  when  St.  Columkille  came  into  his  pres- 
ence, he  was  received  with  a  welcome.  "  My  welcome  consists 
in  compliance  with  my  demands,"  said  St  Columkille.  "Thou 
wilt  get  it,"  said  the  king.  "  Then,"  said  St  Columkille,  "  the 
compliance  I  require  of  thee  consists  in  granting  me  the  three 
petitions  which  I  am  about  to  ask  of  thee,  namely :  to  continue  to 
maintain  the  Filedha,  whom  thou  art  about  to  expel  from  Eri, 
and  to  set  Sganlan  Mor,  the  King  of  Osraide,  free  from  the 
bondage  in  which  thou  boldest  him,  and  not  to  insist  upon  lay- 
ing a  tribute  upon  the  Dal-Riada  of  Alba."  "  I  do  not  wish," 
said  the  king,  "  to  continue  to  maintain  the  Filedha,  so  extreme 
ifl  their  insolence,  and  so  great  are  their  numbers,  for  the  Ollamh 
has  an  attendant  train  of  thirty  followers,  and  the  Anruith  has  a 
train  of  fifteen  ;  so  cf  the  members  of  the  other  degrees  of  that 
onler  downwards,  each  person  has  his  special  number  of  attend- 
ants allotted  to  him,  according  to  his  rank,  so  that  now  almost 
one  third  of  the  men  of  Ireland  are  members  of  the  order.*  St 
Columkille  agreed  that  it  was  but  right  to  set  aside  a  great  many 
of  the  Filedha,  on  account  of  their  excessive  numbers ;  bat  he 
told  the  king  that  he  ought  himself  to  continue  to  *««»*««  a 
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as  his  Ard-ollamh,  according  to  the  usage  *of  the  kings  that 
receded  him ;  and  that  each  pentarch  king  should  also  main- 
an  Ollamh,  and  each  lord  of  a  canton  and  chief  of  a  district 
ikewise.    This  plan  wbb  finally  adopted,  at  St.  Columkille's 
uggestion,  and  King  Aedh  gave  it  his  royal  sanction.    It  was 
commemorate  the  benefit  then  conferred  by  St.  Columkille 
pon  the  Poetic  Order,  that  Mael-ruithin  composed  the  verse 
rhich  follows ; 

"  The  bards  from  banishment  were  saved, 
By  holy  Oolum,  of  just  laws ; 
Each  lordship  shall  maintain  a  bard, 
For  thus  it  was  that  Colum  said." 

The  result  of  the  arrangement  then  made  by  Aedh,  son  of 
Anmiri,  and  St.  Columkille  was,  that  each  king  of  Ireland  was 
Taound  to  maintain  his  own  special  Ollamh,  and  that  each  pen- 
tarch king  and  district  chieftain  was  bound  to  maintain  one  like- 
wise. Each  of  the  Ollamhs  was,  by  special  right,  entitled  to  get 
a  tract  of  land  from  his  own  lordi,  fifee  of  all  rent ;  and,  moreover, 
the  members  of  the  Poetic  Order  were  entitled  to  universal  free- 
dom and  sanctuary  from  the  men  of  Ireland,  in  the  lands,  per- 
sons and  worldly  goods  of  each  individual  Ollamh  of  them.  It 
was  also  then  ordained  that  the  said  Ollamhs  should  be  granted 
certain  distinct  public  estates  in  land,  where  they  could  give 
public  instruction,  after  the  manner  of  a  university ;  such  as 
was  Kath-Kenaid,"  and  Masraide,  on  Magh  Slecta,  in  Brefhi, 
where  any  of  the  men  of  Ireland  could  get  free  instruction  in 
the  sciences,  that  is,  any  one  that  wished  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  history,  and  of  the  sciences  then  known  in  Ireland. 

At  that  epoch,  the  Ard-Ollamh  of  Ireland  was  Eocaidh  Eiges 
(A ghee  Aeguess),  son  of  Olild,  son  of  Ere.  It  was  he  that  was 
called  Dalian  Forgail,  and  he  then  sent  forth  certain  Ollamhs, 
whom  he  set  over  the  Fifths  (Principalities)  of  Ireland ; 
such  as  Aedh  Eiges  {Ayeh  Aigues)  over  the  districts  of  Breagh 
and  Meath,  Urmael  Ard-Eiges  over  the  two  Munsters,  Senchan, 
son  of  Uailfertach,  over  the  principality  of  Connaught,  Ferferb, 
son  of  Muredach,  son  of  Mongan,  as  Ard-Ollamn  of  Ulster. 
There  was  also  one  Ollamh  appointed  in  every  canton,  subject 
to  these  Ard-OUamhs,  and  they  held  free  lands  under  the  re- 
spective chiefs  of  these  districts,  and  they  had  the  right  of 
sanctuary  therein,  as  I  have  said  above.  The  rewards,  also, 
which  each  of  them  was  to  receive  for  his  poems  and  songs  were 
fixed  according  to  law. 

80   Ruth-Kennaid.    This  place  is  in  situated  in  the  celebrated  Magh  Slecta 

Meath,  and  ia  now  called  Rathkenny.  or  Magh  Sleachta,  near  Balfymagaih 

Its  modern  Gaelic  orthography  is  Rath  ran,  county  Cavan. 
Chcannaigh.    Masraide  (Ma$ree),wns 
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The  second  request  that  St.  Columkille  demanded  of  Aedh 
was  to  set  Sganlan  Mor,  son  of  Kenn-faeladh,  King  of  Osraidc,at 
liberty,  and  to  send  him  home  to  his  own  country.  This  request, 
was  refused  by  the  monarch.  "  I  shall  importune  thee  no  further," 
«aid  St.  Columkille ;  "  but,  if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  Sganlan  Mor 
shall  loose  the  thongs  of  my  shoes  to-night  at  my  midnight 
devotions." 

The  third  request  that  St.  Columkille  demanded  was  to  grant 
indulgence  to  the  Dal-Riada,  and  not  to  pass  over  to  Alba  on 
any  plundering  expedition  against  them,  for  the  purpose  of  forc- 
ing them  to  pay  tribute ;  "  For,"  said  he,  "  it  is  only  lawful  to 
demand  chief-rent  from  them,  and  hostings  upon  land  and  upon 
sea."     "  I  will  not  remit  it,"  said  the  king,  "  until  I  shall  have 

fone  to  visit  them  myself."     "  Then,"  replied  St  Columkille,  "I 
ere  declare  them  for  ever  free  from  thy  yoke ;"  and  this  turned 
out  to  be  the  fact. 

After  this,  St  Columkille,  and  his  train  of  clerics,  bid  farewell 
to  the  monarch  and  to  the  members  of  the  convention. 

The  Book  of  Glenn-da-loch  says  that  Aedgan,"  son  of  Gabran, 
son  of  Domhangort,  King  of  Alba,  had  attended  this  convention, 
and  that  he  took  leave  of  the  Irish  monarch  at  the  same  time  with 
St  Columkille.  The  same  book  savs,  that  the  convention  sat 
for  the  space  of  a  year  and  one  month,  arranging  rights  and  the 
laws  of  taxes,  and  cementing  friendly  relations  amongst  the  men 
of  Ireland. 

As  to  St.  Columkille,  when  he  had  finally  taken  leave  of  the 
assembly,  he  set  out  for  Dubh-Eglais,81  in  Inis-Eogain.  And, 
afterwards,  when  the  night  had  come  upon  the  place  of  the  con- 
vention, a  bright  and  fiery  flame  descended  upon  the  guard,  that 
kept  the  cell  where  Aedh  held  Sganlan  Mor  in  bonds,  tied  down 
by  twelve  chains  of  iron.  Thereupon,  the  guards  were  exceed- 
ingly frightened,  and  they  immediately  gave  their  faces  to  the 
earth,  amazed  at  the  greatness  of  the  light  they  saw.  And  a 
bright  ray  of  light  came  to  Sganlan  in  the  cell  where  he  was 
lying,  and  a  voice  spoke  to  him  from  out  of  the  blaze,  and  said, 
aArise,   Sganlan,   and  cast  thy  chains  away,  and  leave  thy 

•'  Aedgan.   "  On  the  death  of  Conal,  writer  upon  church  Antiquities,  Ms* 

King  of  the   British   Scots,  in  the  tone,  refers   to   this   inauguration  of 

year   572-3,  Aidan,  son  of  Gawran,  Aidan,  by  St  Columba,  as  the^  most 

succeeded  to  the  throne;  and  it  is  ancient  instance  he  hat  met  with, Is 

mentioned,  as  a  proof  of  tlic  general  the  course  of  his  reading,  of  the  faeas> 

veneration  in  which  Ht.  Columba  was  diction  of  kings  in  Christian  them* 

held,  as  well  by  the  sovereigns  as  by  — Moore  s  History  of  Ireland. 

the  clergy  and  the  people,  that  he  was  n  Dubh-Eplais*  1.  e.  the  Black  Chunk. 

the  person  selected  to  perform  the  cere-  St.  Columkillo's  Church,  at  Deny,  if 

mony   of  the  inauguration,  on   the  here  meant    It  was  otherwise  eaDsd 

accession  of  the    new  king.     It  is  Duibb-regles. 
rather    remarkable,   that   a  learned 
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^Jungeon,  and  come  out,  and  place  thy  hand  in  mine."    Sganlan 
^       came  out,  the  angel  going  before  him.     And  the  guards 
1  them,  and  asked  who  was  there ?     "Sganlan,"  replied  the 
tgel.     "  If  it  were  he,"  said  they,  "  he  would  not  telL"     And 
"now,  when  St.  Columkille  was  at  matins,  it  was  Sganlan  that 
ymloosed  his  shoes,  as  he  passed  over  the  crann-sainghil,  or  rail- 
ing of  the  sanctuary.     And  when  St.  Columkille  asked  who  it 
^ras  ?  he  was  answered  by  Sganlan,  who  told  that  it  was  he. 
-And  when  the  saint  questioned  the  chieftain  further,  Sganlan 
<aied  out,  "  Drink,"  and  could  utter  nothing  but  "  drink,  drink," 
so   great  was  his  thirst ;  for  they  were  wont  to  feed  him  with 
salted  meat  in  his  dungeon,  and  gave  him  no  drink  therewith ; 
said  in  remembrance  of  the  frequency  of  his  repeating  the  same 
«ay  for  drink,  in  answer  to  St.  Columkille,  the  latter  left  an  im- 
pediment in  his  speech,  which  became  hereditary  amongst  the 
tings  of  his  race,  who  ruled  Osraide  after  him. 

Then  St.  Columkille  told  St.  Baeithin  to  give  three  drinks  to 
Sganlan,  whereupon  Sganlan  told  him  of  the  miraculous  manner 
of  his  escape,  as  related  above.  Then  St.  Columkille  commanded 
Sganlan  to  set  out  for  Osraide.  "  I  dare  not,"  said  the  chieftain, 
"for  I  am  afraid  of  Aedh."  "Thou  needest  not  fear  him," 
said  St.  Columkille ;  "take  my  pastoral  staff  with  thee,  for  thy 
protection,  and  leave  it  with  my  convent,  at  Dur-mhagh,M  in 
Osraide."  Upon  this,  Sganlan  set  out  for  Osraide,  and  while  he 
lived  he  enjoyed  the  chieftaincy  of  his  own  land,  for  Aedh  did 
not  dare  to  give  him  any  trouole  thenceforth,  through  fear  of 
St  Columkille.  In  gratitude  to  that  saint  for  having  liberated 
him,  Sganlan,  after  his  return  home,  fixed  an  impost  of  one 
sgrebal,  that  is,  of  threepence,  upon  each  hearth  in  his  princi- 
pality, from  Bladma84  to  the  sea,  which  was  to  be  paid  every 

M    Dur^mhagh  ;    otherwise,    Dar~  (or  Pur-mhagh)  ;  and  devoting  him- 

mhadi  Choluim  Cilli,  i.  e.  the  Oak-field  self   to  the  arrangement  of   matters 

of    Columkille.      This  place  is   now  connected  with  the  discipline  of  the 

called  Parrow,  and  lies  in  the  north  of  church  ; "  and  further,  "  after  accom- 

the  King's  county.    It  is  improperly  plishing  all  the  objects  he  had  in  view 

said  to  be  in  Osraide  or  Ossory,  for  it  in  visiting  Ireland,  he  returned  to  his 

lay  in  the  south  of  ancient   Meath.  home  in  North  Britain — to  that  '  Isle 

Its  site  had  been  granted  St.  Colum-  of  his  heart ; '   as  in  some  prophetic 

kille,  by  Brendan,  King  of  Tebtha,  not  verses,  attributed  to  him,  Iona  is  called 

long  after  that  saint  had  founded  the  -—and  there,  assiduous  to  the  last  in 

Monastery  of  Doiri-Calgaigh,  or  Derry,  attending  to  the  care  of  his  monasteries 

in  his  native    territory.     It  appears  and  numerous  churches,  he  remained 

that  St.  Columkille  visited  Dur-mliagh  till  death  closed  his  active  and  bene- 

m  person,  during  his  last  stay  in  Ire-  ficent  course." 

land.     Mr.  Moore  says,  that  during        ••  Bladma.     Slievc  Bloom,  in  the 

this  sojourn,  "  Columba  visited  all  the  King's  county,  to  which  the  territory 

various  religious  establishments  which  of  the  Southern  Ui  Neill,  or  ancient 

he  had  founded,  passing  some  time  at  Meath,  also  extended, 
his  favorite  Monastery  at  Dairmagh, 
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year  to  the  communit3r  of  St  Columkille,  at  Dur-mhagh  (Ihur*> 
vaa),  in  Osraidc,  as  we  read  in  the  Amhra  Coluini  Cilli,  which 
repeats  the  promise  made  by  Sganlan  to  his  deliverer,  in  the 
following  verse ; 

"  My  kin  and  tribes  to  thee  shall  pay, 
Though  numberless  they  were  as  gran, 
A  sgrebal  from  each  hearth  that  ues 
From  Bladma's  summit  to  the  sea." 

St.  Columkille,  moreover,  gave  his  blessing  to  all  the  Ossoriana, 
on  condition  that  they  and  their  chieftains  should  be  obedient  to 
himself  and  to  his  congregation  at  Dur-mhagh,  from  time  to 
time,  in  paying  that  impost,  which  Sganlan  Mor  then  fixed  both 
upon  them  and  upon  their  descendants,  as  we  thus  read  in  the 
Amhra ; 

"  My  blessing  rest  on  Osraidc's  song, 
And  on  her  daughters  sage  and  bright ; 
My  blessing  on  her  soil  and  sea, 
For  Osraide's  king  obeys  my  word." 


The  baptismal  name  of  this  St.  Columkille,  of  whom  we 
speaking,  was  Crimthann.  Axal  was  the  name  of  his  guardian 
angel,  and  Denial  was  the  attendant  demon  that  was  wont  more 
especially  to  trouble  and  tempt  him,  as  we  thus  read  in  the 
Amhra; 

"  Crimthann  0  Cuinn,"  of  purest  deeds, 
Was  Columkille  s  baptismal  name, 
Axal  his  angel  guard  was  called, 
And  Demal  was  his  demon  tempter." 

The  name  Columkille  was  given  to  him  from  the  following 
circumstance  :  when  he  was  a  boy,  under  the  instruction  of  St 
Finncn,  of  Magh-Bili,"  he  was  wont  to  be  let  out  into  the  village 
for  one  day  in  the  week,  to  play  with  the  boys  of  his  own  age. 


■  Crimthann  O'Cuinn ;  pronounced  Magh    bhili  (Moy  Villi)  means,  the 

somewhat  like  Criffann  O'Kuceng,  i.  c.  plain  of  the  aged  tree ;  so  called,  per» 

Crimthann,  descendant  of  Conn.    It  Laps,  from  some  ancient  tree  venerated 

has  been  remarked,  that  it  formed  no  there  in  the  times  of  Druidisa.    8t 

iuconsiderable  part  of  this  saint's  per-  Finnén  was  also  the  founder  of  the 

sonal  advantages,  that  he  was  descend-  famous  college  of  Clooard,  or  Chain» 

ed  from  this  father  of  many  kings.  Irard,  where  St  Columkille  hod  stsfr 

M  St.   Finn**   of  MafthrbilL     St.  ed.    "  Of  the  different  schook  when 

Finuen  was  called,  of  Magh-bili,  now  he  had  studied,  the  most  celebrated  was 

Movillc,  near  the  head  of  Strangford  that  of  St  Finnian  at  Clonaxd.    Ttoe 

Lough,  about  a  milo  to  the  north  hod  already,  in  the  time  of  St  Patrick, 

east  of  Newtown  Ards,  from  a  cole-  or   immediately  after,  sprung   up  a 

bratcd  church  which  he  founded  there,  number  of   ecclesiastical   eeminatks 
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le  had  this  privilege  from  his  being  of  royal  blood.    Then,  at  his 

vx«ual  hour  for  getting  out,  on  the  appointed  day,  the  boys  of 

*Jhe  canton  used  to  assemble  together  to  meet  him ;  and  as  they 

xxsed  to  stand  waiting  for  him  at  the  monastery  gate,  they  were 

in  the  habit  of  crying  out,  as  soon  as  they  saw  him  approaching, 

"  Here  the  Colum  Cilli*1  (that  is,  the  doye  of  the  cell,  or  church,) 

Throughout  Ireland  ;  and  besides  those  marking  the  path  that  once  led  to  the 
of  Ailbe,  of  Ibar,  of  the  poet  Fiech  at  honored  shrine  of  her  saint."— Afoor*'* 
£3lelty,  there  appears  to  have  been  History  of  Ireland. 
aÍ3o  a  school  at  Armagh,  established  The  death  of  St.  Columkille  is  re- 
fey  the  Apostle  himself,  and  entrusted,  corded,  in  the  following  terms,  by  the 
during  his  life-time,  to  the  care  of  his  Four  Masters  of  Donegall,  the  last  of 
disciple,  Benignos.    At  the  period  we  the  hereditary  historians  of  hi3  race,  the 
iiave   now  reached,  such  institutions  royal  tribe  of  Kinel  Conaill.    "  A.  D. 
laad  multiplied  in  every  direction.    But  592.    The  25thyear  of  Aedh.    Colum 
toy  far  the  most  distinguished  of  them  Cille,  son  of  Feidlimidh,  apostle  of 
m\,  as  well  for  the  number  as  the  supe-  Alba,  head  of  the  piety  of  the  most 
rior  character  of  it,  was  the  long  re-  part  of  Eri  and  Alba,  died  in  his  own 
downed  seminary  of  8t  Finnian  of  Church,  in  Hi  in  Alba,  after  the  35th 
Olonard.     In  this  school,  there  are  year  of  his  pilgrimage,  on  Sunday 
said  to  have  been  at  one  time  three  night  precisely,  the  9th  day  of  June, 
thousand  scholars." — Moore.  Seventy-seven  years  was  his  whole  age, 
m  Colum  cilli,  i.  e.  the  Dove  of  the  when  he  resigned  his  spirit  to  Heaven, 
Church  ;    in   Latin,    Cotumba    edict,  as  is  said  in  this  quatrain : 
Colum  is  the  Irish  synonyme  for  Colum- 

ba.     Cell  (WO,  otherwiae  dU  (**).  "^^^fcSSKHSf 

■was  one  of  the  names  by  which  the  Aogal  Hke,  tu  left  tbtt  world, 

Irish  designated  a  church.    Hence  the  *"«  •ewaty  year»  md  trm.' " 

frequent  occurrence  of  kill  its  angli-  DalIan  Por^„  compel  this  on  the 

oiedform,  m  the  names  of  places.  death  of  Co%m  cnM^,~ 
"The  name  of  this  eminent  man, 

though  not  80  well  known  throughout  "  Like  cure  of  leech  without  arall, 

the  Latin  Church  as  that  of  another  gJ"J  ™™J£TQn *\££?h?%$??$ .  * . 

...          •    a     n  i       i_                 «Ai        i_  Like  song  of  harp  without  the  cei*  (kalsh.) 

Irish    saint,   Lommbanus,  with   whom  Are  we  thus  severed  from  our  prince."* 

he  is  frequently  confounded,  holds  a  . 

distinguished  place  among  the  Roman  ^9™  records  it  thus  : 

and  other  Martyrologies ;  and  in  the  "  The  description  given  of  his  last 

British  Isles  will  long  be  remembered  moments,   by  one  who  received   the 

with  traditional  veneration.  In  Ireland,  ^ús  from  an  eye-witness,  presents  a 

rich  as  have  been  her  annals  in  names  Plcture  at  °nce  so  calm  and  so  vivid, 

of  saintly  renown,  for  none  has  she  that  l  sha11  venture,  as  nearly  as  pos- 

continucd  to  cherish  so  fond  a  rever-  Slble»  m  the  words  of  his  biographer 

ence   as  for  her  great  Columbkille  ;  (st-  Adamnan),  to  relate  some  parti- 

while  that  Isle  of  the  Waves,  with  c,llars  of    the  scene-     Having  been 

which   his  name  is  now   inseparably  farewarned,  it  is  said,  in  his  dreams  of 

connected,    and    which    through    his  thc  timc  when  hl3  death  was  to  take 

ministry  became  the  "  luminary  of  the  Place>  he  rose>  on  the  morning  of  the 

Caledonian  regions,"  *  has  far  less  rea-  day  before,  and  ascending  a  small  emi- 

Bon  to  boast  of  her  numerous  tombs  of  neuce' llf  ted  UP  his  nands  and  solemnly 

kings,  than  of  those  heaps  of  votive  blessed    the    monastery.      Returning 

pebbles,  left  by  pilgrims  on  her  shore,  from  thence,  he  sat  down  in  a  hut  ad- 

*  Irish  gloasograpbers  are  not  agreed  as  to 

*  Dr.  Jobnaoa.  the  meaning  of  this  word,— CTD. 
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comes  forth  to  meet  us,"  and  of  raising  up  their  hands  for  ioy. 
When  the  holy  abbot,  St.  Finnén,  heard  that  the  children  had 
so  named  him  Colum  Cillt]  he  understood  that  God  willed  that  he 
should  be  always  called  by  that  name,  which  had  come  into 
the  mouths  of  those  innocent  children,  and  that  his  baptismal 
name  of  Crimthann  should  be  forgotten. 

Such  changes  often  happened  with  the  names  of  holy  men. 
St  Mochuda  is  another  instance  of  it.  His  baptismal  name  was 
Carthach.  There  was  St.  Caemkan,  also,  the  disciple  of  Patrick, 
whose  first  name  was  Mac  Neisi ;  and  then  there  was  St  Patrick 
himself,  whose  baptismal  name  was  Succath,  or  Scccatius, 
and  to  whom  St  Germanus  gave  the  name  of  Magonius,  when 
he  confirmed  him,  and  upon  whom  the  Pope,  St  Celestinus,  con- 
ferred, lastly,  the  name  of  Patricius,  preparatory  to  his  mission 
to  Ireland,  to  propagate  the  Faith  therein. 

Again,  there  was  St.  Finnbar,  the  patron  saint  of  Cork,  whose 
baptismal  name  was  Luan.  So  it  happened  to  many  others  of 
the  same  class.  Hence  we  cannot  be  surprised  or  astonished  to 
learn  that  Columkille  was  not  the  baptismal  name  of  the  saint 
of  whom  we  have  been  sneaking,  though  it  was  his  usual  one, 
for  the  reason  mentioned  above. 

You  must  also  understand,  reader,  that  St  Columkille  was  really 
a  thorough  Irishman,  both  by  birth  and  lineage,  and  that  both 
his  parents  were  Irish,  and  that  he  was  not  a  Scotchman  of  Alba, 
though  some  Scotch,  that  is  Albanach,  writers  would  claim  him 
as  their  own  countryman.  But  it  is  clear  that  he  was  altogether 
Irish,  both  by  his  father  and  his  mother,  for  we  read  in  the 
Naeimh-shcnchas  Erenn,  or  the  History  of  the  Irish  Saints,  that 
Feidlimidh,  son  of  Fergus  Kenn-fada,  son  of  Conall  Gulban,  ion 
of  the  Irish  Ard-Righ,  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  was  his  father. 
The  bard -historian  bears  the  following  testimony  to  these  facts, 
in  the  duan  which  begins  with  the  line,  "  The  saint-histoiy  of 
the  saints  of  Inis  Fail :" 

joining1,  and  there  occupied  himself  in  midnight  prayer,  be  battened  to  the 

copying  part  of  the  Psalter,  till,  hav-  church,  ana  was  the  first  to  enter  it 

ing  finished  a  pace  with  a  passage  of  Throwing  himself  anon  his  knees,  he 

the  thirty-third  Psalm,  he  stopj>cd  and  began  to  pray — but  nis  strength  fiihd 

said,  '  Let  Baithen  write  tho  remain-  him  ;  and  his  brethren,  arriving  worn 

der.'    This  Baithen,  who  was  one  of  after,  found  their  beloved  master  re* 

the  twelve  disciples    that   originally  dining  before  the  altar,  and  on  the 

accompanied  him  to  Hy,  had  been  point  of  death.  Assembling  aU  aroamd 

named  by  him  as  his  successor.    After  him,  these  holy  men  stood  «lent  and 

attending  the  evening  service  in  the  weeping,  while  the  saint,  opening  hii 

church,  the  saint  returned  to  his  cell,  eyes,  with  an  expression  full  of  chearM- 

and,  reclining  on  his  bed  of  stone,  de-  ncss,  mode  a  slight  movement  of  bit 

livered  some  instructions  to  his  favorite  hand,  as  if  to  give  them  bis  parting; 

attendaut,  to  be  communicated  to  the  benediction,  and  in  that  effort  breathe» 

brethren.     When  the  bell  rang  for  his  last"— f&tory  s/  Mnkmd. 
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*  Colum  Kflli,  of  the  land  of  Conn, 
Was  sou  of  Feidlimidh,  most  noble, 
The  son  of  Fergus,  fierce  in  the  fight, 
Son  of  bright  Conall  Gulban,  great" 

It  is  also  made  clear  by  the  Amhra,  that  St.  Columkille  was 
equally  Irish  by  his  mother's  side,  for  it  is  stated  in  that  hymn, 
that  Elthni,  daughter  of  Dima,  son  of  Naei,  of  the  line  of  Carbri 
Niafer,  King  of  Leinster,  was  his  mother.  Here  follows  the 
Terse  of  the  Amhra,  which  records  the  feet : 

u  The  lady  Ethni,  nobly  born 
Of  royal  Oarbri's  ancient  race, 
Mother  of  Colum,  the  divine, 
Was  daughter  of  Dima,  son  of  Naei." 

St.  Columkille  had  mortified  his  body  so  much  by  fasting,  pray- 
ing and  prostration,  that  he  became  so  emaciated  by  the  severity 
of  religious  discipline,  that  his  ribs  appeared  through  his  rol)e 
whenever  the  wind  blew  upon  him  through  the  wooaen  walls  of 
his  cold  unplastered  hut,  as  he  laid  himself  down  to  rest  upon  the 
sand,  which  formed  his  only  bed,  as  we  are  told  in  the  following 
verse: 

"  With  spirit  pure  he  slept  on  sand, 
And  as  he  lay  on  that  rude  bed, 
Beneath  his  robe  his  ribs'  lean  shape 
Stood  out  against  the  wind's  chill  blast." 

This  saint  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  according  to 
Dalian  Forgail,  in  Amhra  Coluim  Cilli,  a  poem,  which  poem  was 
Written  by  that  bard  shortly  after  St.  Columkille's  death ; 

"  Whilst  Colum  stood  on  this  fair  earth, 
He  quelled  his  passions  by  stern  toil, 
For  ileaven  he  left  this  carnal  world, 
When  seven  and  seventy  years  he  saw." 

Forty-three  years  of  that  time  he  spent  in  Ireland,  after  which 
t*e  lived  thirty-four  years  in  Alba,  as  the  same  Amhra  informs 
V*8  in  the  following  verse  : 

•*  Three  and  forty  years  of  these, 
'Midst  toil  and  care,  he  spent  in  Eri, 
And  four  and  thirty  full  told  years, 
From  Eri  driven,  he  dwelt  in  Alba." 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  places  where  St.  Colum- 
lolle  made  his  abode,  namelv :  in  Aei,  or  Iona,  of  Alba :  in 
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Doiri,  or  Deny,  and  in  Dun-da-leth-glas,  or  Down,  in  which  last 
he  was  buried,  as  he  himself  has  told,  in  the  poem  where  he 
declares  his  love  for  these  three  places : 

"  My  spirit's  peace  in  la  bides, 
My  heart's  affection  Doiri  holds, 
My  dust  beneath  that  stone  shall  rest 
Where  Brighitt"  and  great  Patrick  lie." 

Whenever  St  Columkille  was  saying  mass,  or  preaching,  or 
chaunting  the  psalms,  his  voice  could  be  heard  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  and  no  evil  demon  could  bear  to 
listen  to  its  sound,  without  fleeing  before  it,  as  the  Amhra  tells, 
in  the  following  verse : 

"  The  sound  of  holy  Colum's  voice 
Rose  high  above  his  sacred  choir, 
At  fifteen  hundred  paces  heard, 
His  thrilling  tones  swelled  clear  and  grand." 

There  was  a  priest  in  Tir  Conaill  in  the  days  of  St  Columkille. 
who  had  built  a  temple,  which  he  adorned  with  precious  stones, 
and  placed  an  altar  of  crystal  therein ;  and  he  had  set  up  images 
representing  the  Sun  and  the  Moon  in  that  temple.  Shortly 
afterwards  a  great  swoon  came  upon  that  priest,  and  therein  a 
demon  came  and  bore  him  off  through  the  air.  But  when  they 
were  passing  over  the  place  where  St  Columkille  then  was,  lie 
looked  up  and  saw  them  over  his  head,  and,  thereupon,  he  made 
the  sign  of  the  blessed  cross  above  him  in  the  air,  and  the  priest 
immediately  fell  down  to  the  earth,  at  the  feet  of  St  Columkflle. 

"  Where  Bri%hitU  tfc. — Neither  St.  his  conquest  of  Ulidia  in  1186,  has  all 

Columkille  nor  St.  Brighitt  were  origi-  the  appearance  of  a  impious  and  fraod- 

nally  buried  in  Down.    The  shrine  of  nlcnt  attempt  at  establishing  his  nsv 

the  latter    was    in  "  Kildare's    Holy  dominion  by  practising  upon  the  piow 

Fane,''  and  that  of  the  former  in  his  credulity  of  tie  vanquished  Irish,  grr- 

own  church  in  Iona.    It  is  said  that,  ing  them  to  understand  that  Provi- 

during  the  ninth  century,  both  their  re-  dence,  by  so  honoring  his  reeking  hantk 

main*  were  removed  to  Down,  in  order  had  given  special  sanction  to  his  rathfasi 

to  avoid  the  pirate  Danes.    But,  though  and  bloody  deeds.  Hence,  cooridamUr 

some  portion  of  their  relics  may  have  at  latitude  of  meaning  most  be  allowed  It 

some  time  been  brought  to  Down,  and  the  old  verse  quoted  above  by  Dr. 

placed  in  the  tomb  of  St.  Patrick,  it  is  ing,  as  also  to  the  following  oftnw 


very  improbable  that  their  whole  re-  Latin  lines,  which  arc  found  In 

mains  were  ever  translated  thither.  The  brensis :               > 

reason  given  for  such  transfer  is  untcn-  „-  .        D             . 

able;  for  Down  was  us  much  exposed  BrigM^Puritfu,1!* qiwcK 
to  be  plundered  by  the  Danes  as  either 

Kildare  or  lona.    The  taking  up  of  Which  may  be  thus  translated : 

their  bodies,  and  their  transfer  into  «i^taibafriiof  Du.ua  i 

shrines,  by  Sir  John  Do  Courcey,  after  AnBrif^ratr%amdU«Bfti 
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In  remembrance  of  this  rescue  from  the  hands  of  the  demon,  and 
in  gratitude  to  the  saint  therefor,  the  priest  dedicated  his  temple 
to  Columkille.  He  then  entered  the  order  of  Monks,  and  lived 
a  holy  and  pious  life  thenoeforth." 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  that  St  Colum- 
kille  died.    The  reader  must  understand  that  this  Colum  of 
whom  I  am  speaking  was  Colum,  son  of  Feidlimidh,  son  of  Fer- 
ns;  for  the  Bed  Book  of  Mac  Aedagain,  and  the  Naeimh- 
ahenchas  Erenn,  or  History  of  the  Irish  Saints,  tell  us  that  {here 
were  many  holy  men  and  women  in  Ireland  whose  names  were 
dike.  For  these  authorities  relate  that  there  were  twenty-two  saint s 
in  Ireland  of  the  name  of  Colum,  and  that  St.  Columkille  was  the 
fat  of  them,  and  that  it  was  in  memory  of  the  sanctity  of  §t 
Columkille  that  this  name  was  given  to  each  of  them.  There  were 
fourteen  Irish  saints  named  Brendan,  or  Brennan,  and  of  these  were 
St  Brendan  of  Birra  and  St  Brendan  of  Ard-ferta ;  of  the  name  of 
Kiaran,  there  were  twenty-five  -saints,  amongst  whom  St.  Kiaran 
of  Cluain-mic-Nois,  St  Kiaran  of  Saighir,  St  Kiaran  of  Tibraid- 
Naei,  and  St  Kiaran  of  Kill-Finnaide,  were  the  most  dis- 
tinguished.   There  were  thirty-two  saints  called  Aedgan,  seven 
owed  Barrfinn,  and  amongst  them  the  holy  St  Barrflnn,  or 
finnbarr  of  Corcach,  (Cork.)    This  St  Finnbarr  was  son  of 
Amirghin,  son  of  Dubh-daimhin,  son  of  Kinnidh,  son  of  Eocaidh, 
■on  of  Carbri  Ard,  son  of  Brian,  son  of  Eocaidh  Muigh-medon, 
King  of  Ireland.    There  were  seventeen  holy  bishops,  and 
seven  hundred  persons  in  religious  orders  in  the  community  of 
Oorcach,  under  St  Finnbarr.  There  were  fifteen  saints  of  the  name 
of  Brighitt    Of  them  was  St  Brighitt,  daughter  of  the  Leinster^ 
man  Dubthach,  whose  fame  has  extended  throughout  all  Europe. 
It  is  certain  that  she  was  descended  from  Eocaidh  Finn  Fuathairt, 
the  brother  of  the  renowned  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  as 
we  have  shown  heretofore,  when  tracing  the  genealogy  of  St. 
Brighitt     Here  follow  the  names  of  the  fourteen  other  holy 
persons,  besides  St  Brighitt  of  Kill-dara,  who  were  called  by 
this  name.    St.  Brighitt,  daughter  of  Dima ;  St  Brighitt,  daughter 
of  Mianach ;  St.  Brighitt,  daughter  of  Boman ;  St.  Brighitt,  the 
daughter  of  Enna;  St.  Brighitt,  daughter  of  Colla;  St  Brighitt, 
daughter  of  Ectar  Ard ;   St  Brighitt  of  Inis-Brighdi,  or  Inis- 
briae;  St  Brighitt,  daughter  of  Diamara;  St  Brighitt  of  Bath- 
Brighdi,  St.  Brighitt  of  Sith  Mani,  St  Brighitt  of  Senboth,  St 
Brighitt  of  Fiadnait,  St  Brighitt,  daughter  of  Aedh ;  St  Brighitt, 
daughter  of  Long. 

"  This  legend  of  the  miraculous  res-  tell  of  vigorous  efforts  on  the  port  of  St 

cue  of  the  heathen  priest  from  the  fangs  Columkille,  iu  the  suppression  of  idola- 

of  the  fiend,  though  in  itself  extremely  trous  worship,  not  yet  entirely  extir- 

incredible,  if  taken  literally,  seems  to  pated  from  the  land  in  his  day. 
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It  was  in  the  reign  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  of  whose  reign  we 
are  treating,  and  of  Aedgan,  son  of  Gabran,  who  was  then  veir 
old,  that  the  Gaels  lost  the  possession  of  Manainn.99  It  was  in  his 
reign  also  that  St  Cainnech,'1  Bishop  of  Achadh-Bo,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  This  saint  was  descended  from  Fergus 
Mac  Roigh.  It  was  then  also  that  Colman  Rimidh  fought  the 
battle  of  Slemhain91  against  Domnall,  the  son  of  the  monarch 
Aedh.  The  battle  of  Cuil-cacl"  was  also  fought  about  that 
time  by  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Bncdan,  and  in  it  iiacaidh,  son  of 
Deman,  was  defeated,  and  his  people  were  slaughtered.  Some- 
time alter  that,  Conall,  son  of  Suibni,  gained  a  victory  over  the 
three  Aedhs  in  one  day.  They  were  Aedh  Slanni,  Aedh  Buide, 
King  of  Ui-Mani,  and  Aedh  Roin,  King  of  Ui-Failgi.  Hie 
battle  took  place  at  Bruighin-da-CogadhM  (nrecn-da-cugga),  as  the 
bard  has  recorded  in  this  rann : 

"  Too  groat  came  that  red  woe 
On  all  the  realms  of  Eri ! 
Aedh  Slanni  of  the  brave  host 
Aedh  Róin  and  Aedh  Buide  P 

There  were  continual  hostilities  between  the  two  Fincaidha" 
of  whom  I  have  spoken  a  little  higher  up,  namely,  Fiacaidh, 

"  Manainn,  i.  e.  the  Isle  of  Mana  or  Cu,  eon  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  and 
Man.  The  editor  does  not  find  any  Conall  was  defeated.  This  was  tht 
record  of  this  event  elsewhere,  in  the  man  who  was  called  Conall  Clontm, 
authorities  available  to  him.  It  must  and  who  had  insulted  St.  Sfanhain, 
relate  to  some  temporary  conquest  of  is  now  called  Slewen,  and  is  a  town- 
Man  by  the  Britons  or  ricts,  as  it  is  land  near  Mullingar,  county 
not  probable,  if  the  Gaels  totally  lost  mcath. 

the  possession  of  Man  at  so  early  a  u  Cuil-caeU  i.  e.,  the  narrow 
period,  that  the  Gaelic  language  would  or  angle.  It  lies  at  Down  or  Antrum. 
have  survived  there  down  to  the  pre*-  The  above-mentioned  battle  was  not 
<*nt  century.  O'FIahcrty  tells  ns  that  fought  until  597. 
in  the  year  f>84,  King  Aulan,  (Aedgan,  "  Bruigkin-da-Co*adh.  It  h  sitn- 
King  of  the  DalÚiada),  conquered  ated  in  the  barony  of  Kilkenny  West, 
Man.  By  (Joels,  then,  we  mayund.^r-  and  county  Westmeath.  The  battle 
stand  the"  Hibernian  Gaels,  or  Irish,  here  recorded,  did  not  take  place  fcr 
who  might  have  lost  that  isle  to  their  six  years  after  the  death  of  Andfr,  bob 
Alban  kinsmen.  "  Aedgan,  son  of  of  Anmiri.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  en- 
Gab  ran,  the  seventh  king  of  the  l).il-  gagement  where  his  successors,  AeA 
Kiada,  of  Alba,  died  in  606,  ut  Can-  Slanni  and  Colman  Rimidh, 
tin»,  aged  78  years.'' — WFLihtrtu.  slain. 

M  St.  Cainnech,  otherwise  (Janice,  "  Two  Fiacaidh**  arc.    The 

the  patron  saint  of  Cill-Chainnigh.  or  of  both  of  these  rival  chieftains 

Kilkenny,  did  not  die  until  the  next  also    written    Fiachna.      They 

reign,  on  the  11th  of  October,  598.  cousins,  being  both  descended,  < 


Slcmhnin. — This  battle  was  not  grandson  and  the  other  as  great 

fought  until  the  third  year  of  the  reign  son,  from  Murcdach  Munderg.  1 

of  the  succeeding  kings.  It  was  fought,  TJlidia  of  the  Dal-Fiatach  tribes» 

say  the  Four  Masters,  agaiust  Conall  died  in  A.  D.  974 
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n  of  Deman,  and  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Baedan.    Through  the 
ers  of  St.  Comgall,  it  happened  that  the  victory  oftenest  re- 
amed with  the  son  of  Baedan.     When  the  son  of  Deman  re- 
proached the  saint  with  this,  the  latter  asked  him  whether  he 
-^rould   prefer  to  live  for  a  certain  time  and  to  vanquish  his 
enemies,  and,  then,  to  go  to  hell,  or  to  be  killed  himself  and  to 
go  to  Heaven.    To  this  the  son  of  Deman  replied,  that  he  would 
jprefer  to  vanquish  his  enemies,  so  that  the  deeds  of  slaughter,  and 
the  achievements,  performed  by  him  upon  them,  might  become  a 
subject  of  common  discourse  continually  among  future  men,  in 
^heir  public  assemblies,  from  age  to  age.     St.  Comgall  was  dis- 
pleased with  the  choice  he  had  made.     But  the  other  Fiacaidh 
preferred  Heaven  and  defeat,   and  those  he  got  through  the 
•  prayers  of  St.  Comgall. 

Patron  Saints  of  the  Gaelic  Tribes. 

It  was  usual,  indeed,  for  each  great  tribe  of  Gaelic  nobles  to 

liave  a  particular  guardian  saint  of  their  own.    In  testimony  of 

this  fact,  I  give  the  following  example :   thus,  St.  Caeimghin 

{Kaivetrt),  of  Glenn-da-loch,  was  the  patron  of  the  Tuathalaigh 

and  Brannaigh;9*  St  Maedog  of  Ferna,  of  the  Kennselaigh;*1 

St  Moling,  of  the  Caemhanaigh  ;•'  St.  Fintan  of  Cluain-  Aidnech, 

of  the  Sil  Morda;"  St  Cainnech  of  Achadh-bo,of  the  Osraide;1** 

St  Sedna,  of  the  Sil  Briain  of  Etharla;1  St.  Gobnait,  of  the 

Musgraide  Mac  Diarmada,*  St.  Colman,  of  the  Ui  Mac  Coilli,*  and 

of  the  rest  there  was  not  a  territory  or  tribe  in  Ireland  that  had 

not  its  peculiar  male  or  female  patron  saint,  to  whom  it  was 

wont  to  give  more  especial  honor  and  respect.     But  there  were 

certain  other  saints  more  universally  honored  than  those  I  have 

just  mentioned  ;  such  as  St.  Finnen  of  Magh-Bili,  St.  Kiaran  of 

Cluain-mic-Nois,  St.  Comgall  of  Bennchor,  St.  Fingin  of  Cuinchi, 

St  Baeithin  of  Luimnech,  St.  Brighitt  of  Kill-dara,  St.  Albi  of 

"  Tiiathalatgk  and  Brannaigh,  i.  e.  "   Sil  Briain  Etharla,  a  branch  of 

the  Leinster  septs  descended  from  Tu-  the  O'Brians,  seated  as  Ahurlow,  co. 

athal  and  Brann,  namely,  the  OTooles  Tipperary,  were  thus  designated  :  pro- 

and  0 'Byrnes.    Their  patron  saint  is  nounced,  S'ieel  Vree'in  A/iarla.. 

now  better  known  as  St.  Kevin.  a    Muigraide  Mac  Diarmada.    This 

w  Kenriselaf<rh,  i.e.  the  O'Kenshel-  tribe  was  located  in  the  county  of  Cork, 

laghs,  &c.     Ferna  is  now  anglicized  O'Flynn,  O'Hea,   O'Donegau,   O'Cul- 

Feras.  lenan,  &c,  were  the  chief  names  adopted 

99  Caemhanui^hy  i.  e.  the  O'Cavan-  by  the  septa  of 

agbs,  otherwise  Mac  Murroughs.  *    Ui  Mic   Coilli.    This  tribe  was 

*  Sil  Morda  (Sheel  Mora),  i.  e.  the  located  in  the  district  around  Yonvhal, 

progeny  of  Morda,  to  wit,  the  O'Moores  in  the  south-east  of  the  county  of  Cork, 

and  their  kindred  clans.  to  which  district  it  has  left  its  present 

w  Osraide,  i.  e.  the  Mac  Gilla-Pat-  name  of  Imokilly.     O'Keily,  O'Glassin, 

ticks  and  their  correlatives.  and  O'Bregan,  were  chiefeof  the  tribe. 
30 
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Imlech,  and  St.  Patrick ;  as  Aengus  Keli  De  relates  in  the  book 
which  is  called  Psaltair  na  Bann.   Here  is  what  he  says  therein: 

"  Colum  throws  his  shade  o'er  tho  children  of  Niall — 

Tis  the  shade  of  do  bramble. 
Of  all  tribes  of  the  Ulta  Finnen  is  the  safeguard — 

The  sage  of  Magh-bile. 
Of  the  clansmen  of  Connacht,  Kiaran  is  the  warden, 

Though  not  of  their  kindred. 
Oomgall  saves  the  sons  of  his  own  Dal-Aradi, 

The  noble,  the  famous. 
The  virgin  protectress  of  Laighen,  is  Brighitt, 

The  brightest,  the  purest 
The  chieftains  and  people  of  Mumha,  the  fertile, 

Arc  shielded  by  Albi. 
The  Arch-Saint  of  Eri,  by  clerics  surrounded, 

la  patron  of  patrons ; 
And  on  Doom's  awful  Day  shall  the  broad  shield  of  Patrick 

O'er  all  bo  uplifted." 

It  was  while  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  was  king  of  Ireland,  that 
St.  Colman  of  Ela4  died.  Brann-dubh,  son  of  Eocaidh,  son  of 
Muredach,  son  of  Aengus,  son  of  Feidlimidh,  Bon  of  Enna  Kenn- 
3clach,  was  then  king  of  Leinster  for  one  year.  It  was  by  him, 
and  by  the  LeinstermeD,  that  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  was  slain  at 
the  battle  of  the  Pass  of  Dun-bolg.*  It  was  also  said  that  it  was 
the  Leinstermen  themselves  that  slew  Brann-dubh,  at  the  battle 
of  Cam-cluain ;  or  that  it  was  Saran  Saebh-derc,  the  AirchinnacV 
of  Senbotk-Sini  that  killed  him,  as  the  bard  relates  in  the  fid- 
lowing  verse : 

"  Saran  Saebh-derc,7  a  guide  indeed, 
The  Airchinncch  of  Senboth  Sine, 
(No  false  or  dark  suspicion  this,) 
Twas  he  killed  Brann-dubh,  son  of  Eocaidh." 

4  St.  Colman,  of  Ela.  He  was  the  anglicised  Erenagk,  and  often  mean  the 
*)n  of  Bcogna,  and  was  otherwise,  Mac  superior  of  a  religious  establishment.  It 
Ui  Selli,  Abbot  of  Latin  Ela,  now  Lyn-  is,  however,  more  frequently  applied,  as 
ally,  in  the  King's  County.  He  did  not  in  this  instance,  to  the  heads  of  certain 
Jic  until  the  26th  of  September,  610,  in  septs,  or  families  of  laymen,  to  whom 
the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  Maelcoba.    the  wardenship  and  support  of  certain 

*  Dun-bolg.  This  place  is  situated  churches  were  entrusted  in  thorn  earr? 
south  of  Dunboykc,  near  Hollywood,  co.  times.  Senboth  Sini(  Shanboh-Shmnit)m 
Wicklow.  The  monarch  had  invaded  now  called  Tempull  Senbotha,  in  Sap» 
Leinster  for  the  purpose  of  avenging  his  lish,  TempleshanDo.at  the  foot  of  Moont 
son  Comuigach,  whom  the  Lagcnians  Leinster,  Co.  Wexford. 
had  slain.  For  a  full  and  interesting  T  Saran  Saebh-derc,  i.e.,  Saran  of  the 
account  of  this  battle,  and  the  cause  Evil  Eye.  Brann  Dubh  was  akin  m  the 
which  led  to  it,  the  reader  is  referred  to  year  601,  in  the  reign  of  Aedh  ÚnrnV 
the  notes  of  Dr.  0 'Donovan  upon  the  nach.  The  place  where  Brann  DnbkM 
Four  Masters.  is  called  Damh-CluaÍD,  L  e.  Ox-park,  by 

9  Airchtntmh.  Tbeword  is  sometimes  other  writers. 
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AEDH  SLANNI  AND  COLMAN  RIMIDH,   ARD-RIGHA. 

A.  D.  593.*  Aedh  Slanni,  son  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus 
Kerbeol,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  ascended  the  throne  of  Ireland, 
and  reigned  for  six  years  in  partnership  with  Colman  Eimidh, 
son  of  Murkertach  Mac  Erca.  Mogan,  daughter  of  Cu-carann, 
son  of  Duach,  of  the  Connacians,  was  the  mother  of  Aedh  Slanni ; 
and  Ethni,  daughter  of  Brendan  Dall,  also  of  Connacht,  was  his 
wife,  and  she  bore  him  six  sons,  namely,  Diarmaid,  Donncadh, 
Maelbresail,  Maelodair,  Conall,  and  Ohld.  He  was  surnamed 
Slanni,  because  he  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Slanni, 
or  Slany. 

It  was  during  the  joint  reign  of  these  sovereigns,  that  Gregory 
the  Great,  the  Pope  of  Home,  sent  St.  Augustine,  with  a  number 
of  holy  clergymen,  to  propagate  the  Catholic  Faith  in  Britain. 

Colman  Rimidh  fell  by  the  hand  of  Lochan  Dilmann,  and  Aedh 
Slanni  fell  by  that  of  Conall  Guth  binn,  son  of  Suibni. 

AEDH  UARIDNACH,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.D.  599.*  Aedh10  Uaridnach,  son  of  Domnall,  son  of  Mure- 
dach,  son  of  Eogan,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  of  the 
line  of  Erimhón,  succeeded  to  the  monarchy,  and  reigned  twenty- 
seven  years.  His  mother  was  Brighitt,  daughter  of  Orca,  son  of 
Ere,  son  of  Eocaidh.  The  reason  why  he  was  surnamed  Uarid- 
nach, was  from  his  having  been  subject  to  cold  pains,  which  so 
afflicted  him,  that,  when  the  fit  came  upon  him,  ne  would  give 
the  world's  treasure  to  get  a  moment  s  relief  therefrom.  For 
Uaridnach  (ooreenagh)  is  the  same  as  uidhna  fuara"  (eena  foora), 
that  is,  cold  pains. 

In  this  king's  reign  the  battle  of  Odba11  was  fought  by  Aengus, 

•   A.  D.  595 .— Four  Masters.     AUDIT  By  Conall'8  hand  Aedh  Slanni  fell, 
HI.    This  prince  and  his  colleague  were  Aedh  81annl  himsolf  has ^shtereá  smbni." 
both  slain  at  the  battle  of  Loch  Sem-  it  was  then  that  Conall  also  slew  Aedh 
didhc,  now  Lough  Sewdy,  nearly  mid-  R0in,  King  of  Ui  Failghi,  and  Aedh 
way  between  Athlone  and  Mullingar.  Buide,  King  of  Ui  Mani ;  and  in  refcr- 
This  is  what   Keating  has  recorded,  Cnce  to  these  deeds  were  the  verses  here- 
under the  preceding  reign,  as  the  battle  tofore  quoted  by  Keating,  composed. 
<jfBruighin-da-cogadh.  The  Four  Mas-  •   A.  D.  601.— Four  Masters. 
tere  quote  an  ancient  verse,  of  which  the  »  Aedh  IV.     The  Four  Masters, 
Following  is  a  translation,  in  reference  O'Flaherty,  and  O'Halloran,  allow  this 
to  that  day  of  blood  :  monarch  to  have  reigned  but  seven 

"  What  is  kinship,  what  to  law  ?  years ;  while  all  the  copies  of  Keating 

What  is  potent  sway  o'er  chicfia'ns?  accessible  to  the  editor,  assign  him  a 

Behold,  Colman  Bimidh,  the  king !  •   n  fí*  twentv-sevcn 

Lochan  Dilmana  slow  him !  ,^rl-  Vui     \aiu     •     xw     ív 

Unwise  counsel»  then  prevailed  "  Odba.  This  battle  at  Odba,  in  Meath, 

^      Amongst  the  youths  of  Tuath  Turbl ;»  was  f0Ught  in  607. 

*  A  bardic  name  for  Breagh,  in  Meath. 
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son  of  Colman,  and  in  it  fell  Conall  Laeidh-Breagh,  son  of  Aed 
Slanni.     The  king  of  Ireland  himself,  fell  in  the  battle  of  D 

Ferta.11 

MAELCOBA,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  626."  Maclcoba,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  of  th 
line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  four  yean 
Craeisech,  daughter  of  Aedh  Finn,  King  of  Osraide,  was  his  wifi 
lie  fell  by  the  hand  of  Suibni  Menn,  at  the  battle  of  Belgadan. 

SUIBNI  MENN,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  630."  Suibni  Menn,  son  of  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Feradaol 
son  of  Murkertaeh,  son  of  Murcdach,  son  of  Eogan,  son  of  Nut 
of  the  Nine  Hostages,  of  the  race  of  Erimhon,  neld  the  sore: 
eignty  of  Ireland  for  thirteen  years.  It  was  in  the  reign  of  thi 
monarch  that  St.  Caeimghin,"  or  Kevin,  of  Glenn-da-loch,  diec 
aged  six  score  years;  that  is,  Caeimghin,  son  of  Caemlogha,  so 
of  Cacimfeda,  son  of  Corb,  son  of  Fergus  Lacib-derg,  son  of  Fc 
thach,  son  of  Eocaidh  Lamh-dcrg,  son  of  Mesincorb,  of  the  lin 
of  Labraidh  Loingsech.  It  was  about  this  time,  also,  that  Aed 
Bcnnan,  king  of  Munster,  died.  And  about  the  same  time  wi 
born  St.  Adamnan,  son  of  Ronan,  son  of  Tinni,  son  of  Aedh,  so 
of  Colum,  son  of  Scdna,  son  of  Fergus  Kenn-fada,  son  of  Com 
Gulban,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages.  He  became  ábh 
over  Aei-Colum-Killi,  in  Alba.  Suibni  Menn  was  killed  b 
Oongal  Claen,"  son  of  Sganlan  of  the  Broad  Shield.1* 

DOMNALL,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  643.**  Domnall, "  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  of  Ú 
line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  thirtec 


K  Da  Ferta.   It  is  also  called  Ath  Da  ■  Corral  Claen.    This  chief  1 

Ferta,  i.  c.  tho  Ford  of  the  two  Graves,  distinguished  from  Conall  CI 

Its  situation  is  not  known.  Gael,  the  next  monarch  bat 

°  A.  D.  G08. — Four  Masters.  the  slaying  of  Suibni,  he  was 

14  Four  years.  Throe  years. — Id.  his  ancestral  kingdom  of  Ufidie» 

u  lielgadan.  The  place  where  he  fell  Domnall,  the  next  succeeding  mooa* 

is  also  culled  SliabhToadh  (Slieve  Ton),  ■»  Broad  Skidd;  in  Gaelics,  Sfffa 

of  which  name  there  is  a  mountain  in  tlie  tethan  ( SketoJahun) .  In  some  eopfai 

barony  of  Itanagh,  co.  Donegal.  is  called  Sgiath-aholfJs  (Skma-kmKm 

14  A.  1).  611  .—Four  Masters.  i.  c.  of  the  Bright  Shield. 

47  St.  Caeimgfun.  He  died,  according  *  A.  D.  624.— Four  Afajfers. 

to  the  Irish  Annals,  in  617-618,  in  the  *  Domnall  II.    He  rehraed  to  I 

seventh  year  of  Suibni ;  which  shows  teen  years,  namely,  from  634  to  CM 

that  the  date  in  tho  text  is  considerably  Id. 
in  advance  of  the  true  time. 
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.  as  Columkille  had  prophesied  for  him.  It  was  this  Dom- 
that  fought  the  battle  of  Dun  Kethrin,**  against  Congal  Claen, 
lere  he  was  himself  defeated,  and  great  numbers  of  his  people 
slain.  In  the  reign  of  this  Domnall,  died  St.  Fintann,"  who  was 
atirnamed  Monabas,  and  also  St.  MochuaM  and  St.  Molasi,** 
JJishop  of  Leithglinn ;  it  was  then,  also,  St  CronanH  died.  In  his 
also,  St.  Ciirthach,  who  was  otherwise  called  St.  Mochuda, 
exiled  from  Rathain"  to  Lismore.  St.  Mochuda  was  of  the 
line  of  Kiar,  son  of  Fergus  Mac  Roigh. 


ion  of  St.  Mochuda,  otherwise  St.  Carthach,  from  Rathain. — 

Fof*mdation  of  Lismore, 

This  saint  having  gone  on  a  pilgrimage  from  Kiarraide  to  Ra- 
t,tiain,  built  a  monastery  at  the  latter  place,  in  which  he  placed  a 
oommunity  of  monks  to  live  ~with  him  therein.     They  led  so 
pious  a  life  in  this  house,  it  was  said  an  angel  was  wont  to  hold 
conversation  with  every  third  man  of  them.     Thus  the  society 
of  Rathain  became  distinguished  for  preeminent  holiness,  and  its 
glory  and  renown  increased  exceedingly.    On  this  account,  the 
nolv  men  of  the  Ui  Neill  race  met  together  in  a  lar^e  number, 
and  they  sent  a  message  to  St.  Mochuda,  ordering  him  to  quit 
Rathain,  and  to  return  to  his  own  country,  namely,  to  Munster. 
Mochuda  answered  the  messengers  that  came  with  tnis  intimation, 
and  said  that  he  would  never  desert  Rathain,  until  he  were  ex- 
pelled therefrom  by  the  hand  of  a  bishop  or  a  king.     When 
these  words  were  told  to  the  holy  men  of  tne  Clan  of  Niall,  they 
demanded  of  Blathmac  and  Diarmaid  Ruadnaidh,  the  two  sons 
of  Aedh  Slanni,  who  were  themselves  of  the  clan  of  Niall,  to  go 
and  expel  Mochuda  and  his  monks  by  force,  from  their  monas- 
tery at  Rathain.     And  at  the  instigation  of  these  people,  the  two 

"  Dun  Kethirn  is  a  stone  fort,  built  morris,  co.  Mayo.    His  festival  was  kept 

in  the  Cyclopean  style,  on  the  summit  on  the  30th  of  March, 

^a  conspicuous  hill  in  the  parish  of  *  St.  Molasi  was  otherwise  called  Do- 

l^nboe,  in  the  north  of  Derry.     It  is  lasi  Mac  hUa  Imdae,  and  also  Laisren. 

jow  called  the  Giant's  Sconce.— O'D.  His  festival  was  celebrated  on  the  18th 

"J  battle  was  fought  in  624.  of  April,  at  Lcighlin. 

,    St.Fintann.   This  saint  was  other-  M  St.  Croiian,  called  Mac  UaLaeghde, 

J*  called  Munna  (Monabas),  and  was  Abbot  of  Cluain-Mic-Nois,  died  on  the 

y  founder  of  the  monastery  of  Tech-  18th  of  July,  637. 

^&MowTaghmon,  in  Wexford,  lie  w  Rathain,  i.  e.  the  Ferny  Land.    It 

*W  on  the  21st  of  October,  636.—  is  now  called  Rahen,  a  townland  contain- 

w  ~-  ing  the  remains  of  two  ancient  churches, 

St.  Mochua  was  a  disciple  of  the  and  situated  in  the  barony  of  Bally- 

^Jfated  St  Comgall,  of  Bennchor.  cowan,  King's  County.     St.  Carthach's 

JJe  died  in  637,  Abbot  of  Balla,  now  expulsion  thence  took  place  in  the  year 

^  a  village  in  the  barony  of  Clan-  631,. 
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chiefs  proceeded  to  Bathain,  attended  by  a  number  of  the 
northern  clergy.  And  when  St.  Mochudu  had  beard  of  their 
approach,  he  sent  a  young  nobleman,  a  Pict  or  Gruithnech,  of 
Alba,  whose  name  was  Constantine,  and  wbo  was  then  a  lay 
monk  in  his  convent,  to  ask  the  chieftain  to  give  him  a  respite 
of  one  year,  before  expelling  him  and  bis  companions  from 
the  monastery  of  Bathain;  and  they  thereupon  gave  him  the 
time  he  required.  When  the  year  thus  granted  had  expired, 
the  same  chieftains  returned,  escorted  by  the  same  train  of 
clergymen ;  and  when  they  had  arrived  at  Rathain  tbe  second 
time,  Blathmac  sent  a  clergyman  to  St  Moehuda,  to  beg  of  him  to 
leave  the  monastery.  Upon  this  Moehuda  again  sent  Constan- 
tino, his  former  messenger,  to  Diarmaid  and  Blathmac,  to  entreat 
a  respite  from  them  for  another  year.  To  this  they  likewise 
consented,  though  much  against  their  will.  When  tbe  third 
year  had  at  length  come,  the  same  nobles  and  clergymen  are  set 
on  by  the  plunderers  of  the  Ui  Neill,  to  come  and  finally  expel 
St.  Moehuda  from  Bathain.  And  when  tbey  had  arrived  at 
Kathain,  with  that  intent,  they,  with  one  accord,  appointed  Diar- 
mai'l  Ruadnaidh  and  the  Airchinnech  of  Cluain- Aengusa,  with  an 
armed  force  under  their  command,  to  lead  Moehuda  prisoner 
out  of  the  country.  When  these  had  come  to  tbe  church,  the 
Airchinnech  entered  thereinto,  but  Diarmaid  remained  without 
at  the  threshold  of  the  door.  And  when  St  Moehuda  beard  that 
Diarmaid  was  standing  outside  the  door,  he  went  forward  to  hid 
him  welcome,  and  he  invited  him  to  enter  tbe  church.  "I  will 
not,"  said  Diarmaid.  "Is  it  that  thou  art  come  to  take  me  out 
of  this  monastery  ?  "  said  St.  Moehuda.  "  Yes,"  said  Diarmaid, 
"  though  I  do  not  say  that  I  will  do  it ;  for  I  am  sorry  to  have  come 


upon  that  design,  by  reason  of  thy  great  holiness  and  dignity." 
"To  God  be  glory  in  heaven  and  upon  earth,"  said  St.  Moehuda; 
"  and  to  thee  DC  power  and  royalty,  and  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 


land ;  and  may  good  fortune  follow  thy  race  after  thee.  And 
now  when  thou  «halt  return  to  thy  companions,  the  young  men 
who  are  there  will  call  thee  Diarmaid  the  Ruthful;  and  they  will 
fix  that  epithet  upon  thee  as  a  mark  of  reproach.  But  that  title 
shall  yet  oecome  a  glory  to  thee,  and  to  thy  progeny  after  thee." 
Upon  this  Diarmaid  returned  to  the  companions  he  had  left. 
Blathmac  immediately  asked  him  why  he  had  not  laid  hands 
upon  Moehuda.  "  I  would  not  attempt  it,"  replied  Diarmaid. 
"  and  I  did  not  intend  it."  "That  was  surely  a  tender-hearted. 
act,"  said  Blathmac.  And  when  the  assembled  youths  had 
heard  these  words,  they  applied  the  term  used  by  Blathmac, 
namely,  "  ruadhnaidh"(rwanee),or  "  ruaidhnech"  (rooina^A),  which 
means  ruthful  or  tender-hearted,  as  a  nickname  to  Diarmaid,  and 
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his  descendants  have  been  styled  Sliocftt  Dhiamada 
ZKSoadnaidh*  (Shloghl  Teermoda  Roonee)  ever  since. 

As  to  Blathmac,  he,  with  a  body  of  men,  went  to  the  monas- 
~feery,  and  there  seized  upon  St.  Mochuda,  drove  him  and  his 
oommunity  oat  of  their  con vent  with  hostile  force.    St  Mochuda 
^hen  laid  a  malediction  upon  Blathmac,  and  set  forth  with  his 
«community  of  monks,  performing  works  and  miracles  on  his  way, 
-until  he  reached  the  territory  of  the  DesL    On  his  arrival  there, 
*fche  king  of  the  Desi  came  forth  to  meet  him,  and  to  pay  him 
deference  and  honor;  and  he  placed  himself,  body  and  soul, 
zander  the  Saint's  protection.    He  then  went  with  him  to  Dun 
Sgmni,  which  is  now  called  Lis-mor,"  and  there  St  Mochuda 
fluid  his  community  fixed  their  abode.    He  built  a  church  there, 
and  the  place  became  famous  and  honored,  and  thenceforth  con- 
tinued long  to  be, glorious  as  the  seat  of  piety  and  of  learning. 
Such  was  the  expulsion  of  St  Mochuda  from  Sathain  to  Iis-mor. 


"The  Battle  o/Magh  Bathn— The  Standards  and  Batik  Array  of  the 

Gaels. 

It  was  Domnall,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  king  of  Ireland, 

that  won  the  battle  of  Magh  Bath,  wherein  fell  Congal  Claen,M 

-who  had  been  ten  years  kmg  of  Ulidia.    And  it  may  be  easily 

learned,  from  the  history  that  is  called  the  Battle  of  Magh  Rath, 

t&at  the  military  array  in  which  the  Gaelic  armies  were  wont  to, 

be  drawn  up,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  conflict  of  bat-* 

tie,  was  exact  and  well  ordered.    For  it  is  there  read,  that  the 

whole  host  was  wont  to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  one 

captain-in-chief,  and  that,  under  him,  each  division  of  his  force 

*  StiodU  Dhiarmada  Ruadnaigk,  i.  e.,  "  Congal  Claen,  L  &,  Congal  of 
the  posterity  of  Diarmaid  the  Merciful  Wry-eyed.  He  is  also  called  Congal 
or  Charitable.  Caech,  i.  e.,  of  the  defective  sight ;  for 

*  Lis-Alor,  L  e.,  the  Great  Fort,  now  he  had  lost  an  eye.  He  was  grandson 
called  lismore,  in  the  county  of  Water-  of  Fiachna,  or,  as  Keating  calls  him, 
ford.  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Baedan,  of  whose  con- 

"  Magh  Rath. — This  was  the  name  tests  with  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Deman,  we 

of  a  plain  in  Ulidia,  that  is,  the  present  have  read,  under  the  reign  of  Aedh,  son 

county  of  Down.    Its  position  is  still  of  Anmiri.    He  sought  in  this  battle, 

pointed  oat  by  the  village  of  Moira.  by  means  of  foreign  aid,  to  recover  the 

This  great  and  important  battle  was  former  supremacy  of  his  family  over 

fought,  according  to  the  accurate  an-  ancient  Uladh,  which  comprised   all 

nals  of  Tighernach,  in  the  year  637.  In  Ulster,  from  which  his  ancestors  had 

it  Congal  and  his  Ulidians  were  aided  been  driven  into  Ulidia   or  modern 

by  a  large  auxiliary  force,  composed  of  Uladh,  which  comprised   little  more 

Scots  of  Alba,  Picts,  Britons,  and  Sax-  than  the  present  county  of  Down,  by 

ons,  led  on  by  tried  chieftains  of  their  the  encroachments  of  the  Ui  Neill  and 

respective  nations.  the  Oirghaalla. 
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obeyed  its  own  proper  captain ;  and  besides,  that  every  captain 
of  these  bore  upon  his  standard  his  peculiar  device  or  ensign,- 
so  that  each  distinct  body  of  men  could  be  easily  distinguished 
from  all  others  by  those  shannachics,  whose  duty  it  was  to  attend 
upon  the  nobles  when  about  to  contend  in  battle,  and  that  those 
shannachies  might  thus  have  a  full  view  of  the  achievements  of 
the  combatants,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  a  true  account  of  their 
particular  deeds  of  valor.  It  was  for  such  purpose  that  Dom- 
nail,  son  of  Aedh,  king  of  Ireland,  was  attended  by  his  own 
shannachie,  when  he  was  about  to  engage  in  this  battle  of  Magh 
Bath.  And  when  he  was  marching  against  Congal,  and  when 
the  hosts  were  in  view  of  each  other,  we  find  Domnall,  whilst 
the  armies  were  yet  on  the  opposite  banks  of  a  river,  making 
inquiries  of  his  shannachie  about  each  particular  one  of  the 
standards  in  the  host  of  his  enemy,  and  the  device  thereupon ; 
and  the  shannachie  explained  them  to  him,  as  we  read  in  the 
duan  which  begins  with  this  line,  "  How  bravely  CongaTs  host 
comes  on,"  in  which  occurs  the  following  verse  upon  the  stand- 
ard of  the  king  of  Uladh  himself: 


"  Device  or  Ensign ;  in  Gaelic,  Suai-  tinguished  in  battle.  Their 
thentas  [soohentas).  It  is  evident  from  may  be  found  in  the  notes  to  the  Bat- 
all  the  ancient  Irish  accounts  of  bat-  tie  of  Magh  Rath,  from  which  also 
tics,  that  the  Gaels  carried  standards  to  what  has  just  now  been  said  upon  tUa 
distinguish  them  in  war,  from  the  very  subject  has  been  taken  in  an  sM^gsji 
dawn  of  their  history ;  bat  it  is  not  form. 

certain  when  they  first  adopted  anno-  ^  _,       ^^   m  _^  M  .m^mWk^_m_Mk 

rial  bearings,  thoiSgh  it  is  probable  that  S^^í^ 

they  not    only  used  banners,  distin-  5ochSK'icE tujoTn iSstSi; 

guishcd  by  certain  colors  and  badges,  Hi»  battle  blade  of  goMea  eras 

at  a  very  early  epoch,  but  also  armc-  %^^' &£%£$&+'-•• 

rial  bearings  or  escutcheons.  However,  on  aibtenlng ■náttof  mtln  whit» 

no  regular  heraldic  escutcheon  for  a  Tto  hard  to  check .hto  pl«^nf*"«r ; 

Milesian  family  has  been  as  yet  discov-  **»  «»"»•*  *  hb  *■■  ■»  *«*•*■ 

ered  anterior  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  £éarimQ9o/o8uiUabkain{crStMim^ume 
It  is  probable  that  the  Irish  families  Bauu  o/Catoglinn. 

first  recci  ved  the  complex  coats  of  arms  u  I  Me,  bon»  valiantly  orar  th*  pUa, 
they  now  bear  from  England ;  retain-  ™J fag of to* *^l*£™** 
ing  ou  the  shield,  in  many  instances,        twined.  m^m 

the  simple  devices  which  their  ancestors      Hb  varrlon  are  all  Baty  haroM  of  ■•£!* 

bore  on  their  standards,  such  as  the  serine*  of  (TLocMU*  tf  Mwrrlm,  émOmt 

Red  Hand  of  O'Neill,  the  Cat  and  ZiZ***+«Ju*^ 

Balmon  of  0  Cathain  (O'Kanc),  with  oafc^tMtJTacn. 

such  additions  as  the  king  at  arms  In  tha  vaa  of  Mi  natUta 

thought  proper  to  introduce  after  the  Waáwi «Sow aííSSw, 

Anglo-Norman    system    of   heraldry.  (A  chief  ttsmaetvai4\ 

The  following  are  translations  of  an-  ***£*$  2S?*S&*U  ■■ 

cicnt  Irish  verses,  descriptive  of  the  •**  *^  Has*    ^  ^ 

manner  of  devices  or  bearings  by  which  — See  NcU  H.  P.  343,  Bctik  ef  JI^P 

the  Gaelic  Septs  were  wont  to  be  dis-  Rath- 
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44  A  jsflow  1km  upon  green  satin, 
The  standard  of  the  Oraebh-Boadh, 
As  borne  by  noble  Coneobar, 
Is  now  by  Oongal  borne  aloft" 

It  was,  indeed,  long  before  this  time,  that  the  Gaels  (that  is,  the 
dflsoendants  of  Qaedal).  had  adopted  the  custom  of  bearing  dis- 
tinctive devices  upon  tneir  standards,  after  the  example  of  the 
Children  of  Israel,  who  had  already  practised  this  usage  in 
Egypt,  whilst  Gaeaal  himself  was  still  living  in  that  land,  and 
when  the  children  of  Israel  were  marching  through  the  Bed  Sea, 
with  Moses  for  their  captain-in-chie£ 

In  the  reign  of  Domnall  also,  the  following  saints  died, 
namely,  St  Mochua,M  of  the  line  of  Olild,  son  of  Cathaeir  Mor, 
whose  memory  was  held  sacred  at  Tech  Mochua,  in  Laeighis ;  St 
Mochuda,*  St  Comdan  *  son  of  Da-Kerda ;  and  St  Uronan,9 
Bishop  of  Caendrom.    And  Domnall,  son  of  Aedh,  died.11 

OONALL  CLAEN  AND  KELLACH,  ABD-BI0HA. 

A.  D.  656.*  Gonall  Claen*  and  Kellach,  sons  of  Maelcaba,  son 


*  Craebh  Ruadh. — Congal  was  the  St  Carthach.  Iis-mor,  in  a  short 
ctfef  representative  of  the  ancient  time,  acquired  an  extraordinary  celeb- 
Ghana  Budraide,  of  the  line  of  OHamh  ritr,  and  was  visited  by  scholars  and 
IfaBa,  and  of  Ir,  son  of  Mikdh.  He  how  men  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  as 
was  more  immediately  descended  from  weu  as  from  England  and  Wales. 
Irial  Glunmar,  son  of  the  famous  Bed  N  St.  CostdcM*— The  death  of  aOom- 
Branch  Knight,  Conall  Kearnach,  and  dan  Mac  Oatheanné  is  recorded  at  the 
therefore  appropriately  bore  the  stand-  year  663. 

ard    of  the  Craebh  Buadh,  or  Bed  *  St.  Cronan.  —  St  Oronan  Beg, 

Branch.  Bishop  of  Aendrom  (not  Caendrom), 

•*  8t.  Mochua. — The   death  of  St  an  island  in  Strangford  Lough,  died  on 

Mochua,  of  Balla,  has  been  recorded  a  the  7th  of  January,  642. 

little  above.      Besides  him,   Mochua,  n  Died. — He  died  at  Ard  Fothadh,  a 

son  of  Lonan,  died  in  657,  and  Mochua,  fort  on  a  hill,  near   Ballymagrorty, 

son  of  Ust,  in  668.  barony  of  Tir-Aeda,  now  Tirhugn,  and 

*  St.  Mochuda.  A  D.  636.  "  The  county  of  Donegal,  after  a  lingering 
13th  year  of  Domnall,  St.  Mochuda,  sickness.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
Bishop  of  Lismor,  and  Abbot  of  septs  of  the  Kinel  Conaill,  that  after* 
Bathain,  died  on  the  14th  of  May." —  wards  took  the  names  of  O'Maeldoraidh 
Four  Masters.  It  is  evident  from  en-  (O'Muldory)  and  O'Canannain,  and 
tries  in  the  annals  just  quoted,  that  who,  previous  to  the  rise  of  their  kins- 
there  was  a  religious  establishment  at  men,  the  O'DonneDs  (who  are  descend- 
Iismore  previous  to  the  time  of  St  ed  from  Lugaidh,  the  grand-uncle  of 
Qarthach,  or  Mochuda ;  but  it  was  this  monarch,  and  brother  of  Anmiri, 
remodelled  and  erected  into  a  bishopric  king  of  Ireland),  were  the  most  power- 
by  this  saint  previous  to  his  death,  ful  families  of  Tir-Conaill. 
Maelochtraigh  was  the  name  of  the  M  A.  D.  640.  Four  Masters. 

prince  of  theDesi,  who  granted  Lismor  *  Conall  n. — The  proper  surname 

and  a  considerable  tract  of  land  lying  of  this  prince  is  Cael,  i.  e.,  the  Slender. 

along    the  river  Neimh  (Nev),  now  It  is  so  that  he  is  designated  in  the 

flqjfaj  the  Blackwater,  in  Monster,  to  Irish  Annals. 
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of  Acdh,  son  of  Anmiri,  of  the  line  of  Erimhdn,  became  kings, 
and  reigned  conjointly  for  thirteen  years.41 

In  their  reign  Cuana,*  son  of  the  king  of  Fermuighe  (Fermoy), 
who  was  styled  Laech  Liathmani,  that  is  the  Hero  of  Liatbmain,4* 
died.  This  Cuana  was  a  cotemporary  of  Guairi,**  son  of  Colman ; 
and  there  was  a  rivalry  in  hospitality  and  liberality.  On  this 
rivalry,  two  fools,  named  Conall  and  Comdan,  composed  between 
them  the  following  rann : 

"  Guairi,  Column's  bod,  bestows 
Whatever  gift  first  meets  his  hand ; 
What  each  likes  best  to  each  is  dealt 
By  Cuana,  Uathmain's  generous  chief." 

In  Conall's  reign,  also,  that  Raghallach,  son  of  TJada,  who  was 
twenty-five  years  king  of  Connaught,  was  killed  by  Mad- 
Brighdi,  son  of  Mothlaclian,  and  his  slaves. 

This  Raghallach  entertained  the  most  violent  hatred  and  envy 
towards  the  son  of  his  elder  brother,  lest  he  might  attack  him 
and  deprive  him  of  the  kingdom  of  Connaught,  but  he  found  no 
opportunity  of  killing  his  brother's  son,  so  that  a  withering  dis- 
ease came  upon  him  ;  for  he  could  not  eat  through  hatred  of  his 
nephew.  When  he  lay  thus  languishing,  he  sent  for  his  nephew 
to  come  to  see  him.  But  the  nephew  understood  the  treachery 
of  his  uncle,  and  therefore  took  the  precaution  to  collect  an 
armed  escort,  attended  by  which  he  went  to  visit  his  relative, 
Raghallach ;  and,  before  coming  into  the  presence  of  the  king,  he 
told  his  attendants  to  keep  their  swords  drawn  beneath  their 
mantles.    But  when  Raghallach  perceived  this,  he  said,  "  Alas! 


41  Thirteen  years. — They  reigned  for  ren  of  Mogh  Ruith.     Guana  h 

seventeen  year*,  according  to  other  au-  rally  called  the  son  of  Cailchin. 

thoritU  s.  *  "  Liatkmain. — The  place  meant  hare 

**  Cuana. — "  A.  D.  640.  Cuana,  son  is  now  called  Cloch  Liathmaini,  in  Eag- 

of    Ailcen   (Aiken),  chief    of    Fera-  lish  Cloughleefin,  a  townland  in  the 

Maighe,  died." — Four  Masters.    This  parish  of  Kilgullane  and  barony  of 

Cuana  was  a  descendant  of  the  cele-  Condons,  lying  about  two  miles  west 

brated  Druid  and  hero,  Mogh  Ruith,  of  Mitchclstown,  co.  Cork. 

who  had  received  a  grant  of  the  tcrri-  "  Cotemporary  of  OuoirL — Goairi 

tory  now  called  Fennoy,  in  the  county  Aidni,  whom  we  have  seen  so  qds> 

of  Cork,  from  Fiacaidh  Maeil-tcthan,  countably  displaced  by  Dr.  Keatiag, 

king  of  Munstcr.    Of  his  race  arc  tho  under  the  reign  of  Diarmaid  L,  son  of 

ODugans  and  O'Cosgnuis,  who  were  Fergus  Kerbeol,  did  not  die  for  twen- 

thc  chiefs  of  all  this  territory,  until  ty-two  years  after  Cuana,  his  rival  ia 

encroached  on.  first  by  the  Eoganacht  liberality.    The  death  of  this  ^gfrr1- 

sept  of  O'Kccffe,  which,  in  iU  turn,  was  lach  occurred  in  642.    He  was,  at  be» 

encroached  by  the.  Roches  aud   Con-  fore  stated,  an  ancestor  of  the  O'Con* 

dons  and  Flcmmings.    These  last  were  nors  of  Connacht,  and  the  immediate 

dispofwessetl  by  the  troopers  of  Crora-  predecessor  of  Guairi,  eon  of  Cohata. 

well,  whose  descendants  still  hold  pos-  He  rcigued  over  Ooanaaght  for 

session  of  the  inheritance  of  the  child-  ty-five 
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man  that  is  dearest  to  me  on  earth,. and  whom  I  wish  to  make 
heir,  doea  not  trust  me,  though  I  am  on  the  point  of  death  I 
_  hen  the  nephew  heard  this  complaint,  his  heart  smote  him 
«Orely,  and  he  came  alone  to  visit  his  uncle  on  the  mono  v. 
'Thereupon,  Baghallach's  men  fell  upon  the  incautious  nephew, 
and  slew  him  on  the  spot  Baghallach  then  immediately  sot  up 
from  his  able  bed,  and  commenced  to  least  joyfully  and  free 


^ 


After  Baghallach  had  killed  his  nephew,  after  the  manner  just 
delated,  his  wife,  Muirenn,  demanded  of  her  Druid  whether  any 
danger  hung  over  her  husband  arising  from  that  act  The  Druid 
applied,  that  as  Baghallach  had  killed  his  relative,  so  should 
both  his  and  her  death  soon  come  from  one  of  their  own  child- 
and  he  told  her,  moreover,  that  it  was  from  the  child,  then  in 
womb  that  their  deaths  should  come.    She  immediately  told 
*3iis  to  Baghallach,  who  commanded  her  to  have  the  child  killed 
as  soon  as  it  should  be  born.    Muirenn  soon  after  gave  birth  to 
A  daughter,  which  she  gave  to  one  of  her  swineherds,  with 
5>rders  to  kill  it    But,  wnen  the  herd  saw  the  infant's  face,  his 
softened  towards  it,  and  he  put  it  back  into  the  same  bag, 
brought  it  secretly  to  the  door  of  a  religious  woman,  who 
<lwelt   in  his  neighborhood,  and  he  left  the  bag  hung  upon 
one  of  the  arms  of  a  cross  that  stood  near  her  door.    The  nun 
noon  after  came  to  the  bag  and  found  the  infant  therein ;  and  she 
loved  it  exceedingly,  and  ahe  educated  it  piously;  and  there  was 
siot  in  her  time  any  child  in  all  Ireland  more  beautiful  than  her 
fosterling.    The  fame  of  the  child,  now  grown  to  maidenhood, 
soon  reached  Baghallach,  and  he  hastily  sent  a  messenger  to  her 
foster-mother  to  demand  to  have  the  girl  given  up  to  himself. 
TThe  nurse,  however,  did  not  consent  to  his  demand,  but,  never- 
theless, her  fosterling  was  torn  away  from  her  by  violence.  When 
ZRaghallach  saw  the  maiden,  his  heart  lusted  violently  for  her, 
»nd  he  made  her  the  companion  of  his  bed.    His  own  wife, 
ZMuhrenn,  got  jealous  thereupon,  and  she  went  to  complain  to  the 
3dng  of  Ireland  of  her  husband's  infidelity.    The  scandal  of  that 
«vil  deed  soon  spread  throughout  all  the  land,  and  the  saints  of 
Ireland  were  sorrowful  by  reason  thereof.    St  Fechin*  of  Fobar, 
«same  in  person  to  Baghallach  to  reprehend  him,  and  many  saints 
came  in  nis  company  to  aid  him  in  inducing  the  prince  to  dis- 
<5ontinue  his  criminal  amour.    But  Raghallacn  despised  their  ex- 
lortations.    Whereupon  they  fasted  against  him,  and  as  there 
were  many  other  evil-minded  persons  besides  him  in  the  land, 

•  St.  Fechin.—8L  Fechin  (Féhtn),    664,  of  the  mortality  called  the  Buido 
Abbot  of  Fobar,  now  Fore,  in  West-    ConailL 
mcath,  died  on  the  14th  of  February, 
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they  made  an  especial  prayer  to  God,  that  for  the  sake  of  an  „ 
ample,  he  should  not  live  out  the  month  of  May,  then  next  to 
come  on,  and  that  he  should  fall  by  the  hands  of  villains,  by 
vile  instruments,  and  in  a  filthy  place;  and  all  these  things  hap- 
pened to  him  after  the  following  manner,  within  the  course  of 
the  following  month  of  May. 

A  hunted  deer,  which  had  been  previously  wounded,  landed 
upon  an  islet  where  Raghallach  lay  in  wait.  When  the  deer  had 
come  near  him,  Raghallach  seized  his  javelin,  and  made  a  cast 
with  it  at  the  animal,  which  he  transfixed.  Toe  deer,  neverthe- 
less, got  off,  and  Raghallach pursued  the  game  in  his  boat  When 
arrived  at  a  short  distance  from  the  lake,  the  deer  was  met  by 
some  serfs  who  were  cutting  turf,  and  these  killed  him  and 
divided  the  carcase  between  them.  In  the  meantime  Raghallach 
came  up  and  threatened  them  for  their  division  of  the  deer,  and 
commanded  them  to  deliver  up  the  venison  to  himself.  The 
boors  determined  to  kill  him  thereupon,  and  they  immediately 
fell  on  him  with  their  spades  and  other  implements,  so  that  he 
was  slain  by  their  hands,  and  thus  was  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of 
the  saints.  Muirenn,*  his  wife,  had  died  before  him  through 
jealousy  of  her  own  daughter. 

About  this  time  was  fought  the  battle  of  Carn-Conaill*  by 
Diarmaid,  the  son  of  Acdh  Slanni,  wherein  fell  Cuan,  son  of 
Amalgaidh,  after  having  reigned  over  Minister  for  ten  years.  In 
the  same  engagement  fell  Cuan,  son  of  Conall,  King  of  the*  Ui 


*  Muirenn.  It  would  seem  that  Mai-  "  Cam  ConaiU. — This  battle  m 

renn survi ved  her  husband,  from  certain  fought by  Dairmaid  Ruadnaidh,agmBat 

ancient  verses  quoted  by  the  Four  Mas-  Guairi,  King  of  Connanght,  who  was 

tcrs,  in  reference  to  the  death  of  Raghal-  therein  aided  by  those  Monster  princes 

loch.    The  following  is  a  translation  of  mentioned  in  the  text    It  was,  in  all 

these  verses,  ami  from  them  it  may  be  likelihood,  this  Diarmaid.  and  not  Dkr- 

judged  that  those  by  whom  that  chief-  maid,  son  of  Fergus  Kerbcol,  that  was 

tain  was  slain  was  not  all  of  mean  con-  the  vanquisher  of  Guairi,  on  the  occav 

ditiou.  t  hough  possibly  they  were  of  the  sion  heretofore  prematurely  recorded  by 

Daer  Claima  or  subject  tribes ;  Keating,  whore  he  has  transmitted  that 

•»  v  -k.mmk  ^»-  ~*  j^a   #  ii  strange  legend  of  the  manner  after  winch 

M  lUgnauacb.  son  of  I  ada,  fell  ,1      i°,    T5,  «r.         m  *.               .-         « 

Transfixed  from  off  hit  milk-white  steed.  tne  defeated  King  of  Uonnanght  mad» 

lib  (ail  hath  Miitn,nn  well  bewailed;  his  submission  to  the  victor.  Can  OosV 

as1^ waff"**  ^  «wo*?,»?  h*6  p>f>  «Z& 

Though  kins»  have  bound  him  to  a  peace—  ed  Ballyconnell  in  the  parish  of  Kflbe» 


Though  catbai,  t his  day.  has  no  fcthar,  cantv,near  Gort ,  in  the  ancient  territory 

His  father  hath  been  well  avenged!  •  T T*  Vv--v -i/  a  •  j   •      m.    a.  **i    £ 

Estimate  hu  drca-ifui  vengeance.  of  Ui  Fiachrach  Aidm.  The  battle  was 

Kr<»m  the  story  of  hit  onslaughts;  fought  in  the  year  645. 

For  \w  ha*  s'nln  six  men  and  fifty,  ei  ft;  ev,i„jl--#:        a  lnmafmi  cuW 

And  lm  male  nUtten  plundering  forayi.  Ut  *  W^'CAJ^HSr  ™! 

I  ha<l  mv  Miare,  aft  well  as  any,  COUnty  of  Limerick.    The  Ul  Fldgheiti 

In  wraakl  ns  vengence  for  Raghallarh ;  from  whom  it  had  ÍU  Dame  are  DOW  np- 

And  my  h.tn  1  now  grains  the  invy  beard  .-—a-j  k-  #u-»  /vn«»,«— .  /vn.nJL 

Of  Mothiacban  a  son,  Maei-UHghdi"  resented  by  the  U  DonoTana.  O  Owliw 

or  Collins,  Ac 
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Pidghenti,  and  Talamonach,  King  of  the  Ui  Liathain."  It  was 
ttirough  the  prayers  of  the  community  of  St  Eiaran  of  Cluain- 
roic-Nois,  that  Diarmaid  gained  that  battle ;  and  consequently, 
upon  his  return  from  that  fight  to  Cluain-mic-Nois,  he  bestowed 
iipon  the  church  of  that  place  a  tract  of  country  as  an  altar  sod. 
Tnat  district  is  now  called  Liath  Manchain.M  It  was  at  Cluain- 
mic-nois  that  Diarmaid  willed  to  have  himself  buried,  when  he 
should  die. 

At  this  time  died  St.  Furea,51  of  the  line  of  Lugaidh  Laga,  broth- 
er of  Olild  Olum,  and  St.  Mochellog,"  who  was  honored  at  Kill 
Mochellog.  The  latter  saint  was  of  the  race  of  Conari,  son  of 
Edirsgeól.  After  that,  Kellach,  half  King  of  Ireland,  fell  at 
Brugh,  on  the  Boyne,  and  Conall  was  killed  by  Diarmaid,  son 
of  Aedh  Slanni. 

DIARMAID  AND  BLATHKAO,  ARD-RIOHA. 

A.D."  669.  Diarmaid24  Buadnaidh  and  Blathmac,  sons  of  Aedh 
Slanni,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  reigned  conjointly  over  Ireland 
for  seven  years.  It  was  in  their  reign  that  the  battle  of  Pancti 
-wa»  fought  by  Hossa,  in  which  fell  tne  King  of  Sagsa,  or  Saxon- 
land,  with  thirty  of  his  lords.    It  was  then  that  St  Ultan"  died, 

•  UiLiathain,  that  is,  the  territory       "  A.  D.  657.    Four  Masters. 

of  the  clan  of  O'Liathain,  now  called  M  Diarmaid  II.  This  prince  and  his 
Ijods.  Talamonach,  the  name  of  the  brother  reigned  for  eight  years. — Id. 
chief  here  mentioned,  is  also  written  M  St.  Ultan.  He  was  styled  Mac 
Talamhnach  (Tallowna<rh).  hUi  Conga,  and  was  Abbot  of  Cluain- 
"  Liath  Manchain. — The  situation  of  Iraird.  He  died  664,  of  the  mortality 
this  tract  is  now  pointed  out  by  the  called  the  Buide  Conaill,  i.  o.  the  yellow 
rained  church  of  Liath  Manchain,  (call-  plague.  'JJhe  following  saints  are  re- 
ed Lcmanaghan  by  the  English).  It  corded  as  having  also  died  of  this 
lies  in  the  barony  of  Garrycastle,  and  scourge  in  the  panic  year  ;  St.  Fechin, 
King's  county.  Tuaim  Eire,  i.  e.  Ere 'a  Abbot  of  Fobar,  on  the  14  th  of  Feb- 
Mound,  was  one  of  its  ancient  names,  ruary ;  St.  Ronan,  son  of  Berach  ;  St. 
Ahar  Sod/m  Gaelic./txi  realtoir,  means  Aileran  the  Wise ;  contemporary  with 
debe  or  church  land.  him  was  St.  Manchan  of  Liath-Man- 

*  St.  Fursa. — He  preached  for  some  chain,  or  Tuaim-Eirc,  and  St.  Oonan, 
time  in  Britain.  Or  him,  Lauren  tins,  son  of  Silni.  Auother  St.  Ultan,  sur- 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  writes  :  named  Mac  Ui  Concobair,  the  first 
••  That  holy  man.  Fersa»us,  came  hither  bishop  of  Ard-Brecain,now  Ardbraccan 
from  Ibcrnia.  He  was  renowned  for  his  in  Meath,  whose  festival  is  set  down  on 
preaching  and  for  his  knowledge,  and  4th  of  September,  on  which  day  lie  died 
was  sprung  from  the  noblest  race  among  in  656.  The  annotations  of  Tircchan 
the  Scoti,  but  he  was  much  more  enno-  on  the  life  of  St.  Patrick  are  stated  to 
bled  by  the  qualities  of  his  mind  than  have  been  taken  from  the  mouth  of  Ul- 
by  his  blood."  1  le  died  about  the  year  tanus,  first  bishop  of  the  Dal  Concobair 
650.  IIÍ3  festival  was  held  on  the  ÍGth  of  Ardbraccan.  He  lived  to  an  extreme 
of  Januarv.  old  a*re,  and  it  is  stated  that  he  cducat- 

w  St.  Mochellog  was  the  founder  of  ed  and  fed  with  his  own  hands  all  the 
Ofll-Mhochcllog  (Kill^oghellofUke)^  now  children  who  were  without  education  in 
the  town  of  Killmailoch,  county  Limer-    Ireland. — 0JD. 
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and  also  St.  Maedog,"  son  of  Sedna,  son  of  Ere,  son  of  Fcradach, 
son  of  Fiacaidh,  son  of  Amalgaid,  son  of  Muredach,  son  of 
Carthann,  son  of  Ere,  of  the  line  of  Colla  Uais,  to  wit,  the  saint 
who  was  honored  at  Ferna.  Then  also  died  the  holy  St  Cumin 
Fada,"  son  of  Fiacaidh ;  and  Maenach,  son  of  Rnghin,  King  of 
Munstcr.  And  Diarmaid  and  Blathmac  both  died  of  the  plague 
which  was  called  the  Buide-Conaill."    " 


SECHNASAOH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  676."  Sechnasach  (Shaghnasagh),  son  of  Blathmac,  son 
of  Aedh  Slainni,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  succeeded  his  ffcther 
and  uncle  as  King  of  Ireland,  and  reigned  six  years.**  In  the 
reign  of  this  prince  the  battle  of  Fert"  was  fought  between  the 
Ulidians  and  the  Crutlinigh,  where  numbers  were  slain  on  both 
sides.    St.  Baethin,"  Abbot  of  Bennchor,  died  in  this  reign. 


"  St.  Maedog.    This  saint  had  died  low  plague)  depopulated  the  southern 

long  before  this  reign,  iu  the  year  624.  coast  of  Britain,  and  extending  into 

He  is  now  usually  called  St  Mogue  by  Northumberland,  ravaged  the  country 

the  Irish  peasantry,  who  sometimes  im-  far  and  near,  and  destroyed  a  great 

properly  translate  his  name  by  Moses,  number  of  men. "    He  also  states  that 

His  first  name  was  really  Aedh,of  which  it  did  no  less  harm  in  Ireland,  where 

Aedhog  (Ayoguej,  as  well  as  Aedhan  many  of  the  nobility  and  of  the  lower 

(Ayaun),  or   Aidan,  are  diminutive  ranks  of  the  English  nation  were,  at 

forms.  Macdog  or  Maedhog  (Mayogue)  that  time,  either  studying  theology  or 

is  a  name  of  affection ;  the  pronoun  Mo,  leading  monastic  lives,  the  Booti  aep- 

my,  being  prefixed  Acdog,  as  has  hap-  plying  them  with  food  and  formatting 

pened  in  the  case  of  many  of  the  names  them  with  books  and  their  *— ****$ 

of  Irish  saints,  such  as  Mochua,  Mo-  gratis. — 0' Donovan* 
chuda,  Molasi,  <fcc.    St  Maedog  was       "A.D.  665. — Four  McuUrs. 
the  founder  of  the  bishoprick  of  Ferna,       *  Six  yean. — Five  yeara, — IL 
now  Ferns,  on  the  river  Bann,  about       ■  The  battle  of  FerL — u  A.  D.  €65. 

five  miles  north  of  Enniscorthy,  county  The  battle  of  Fersat  was  fooght  thn 

Wexford.    His  feast  is  on  the  31st  of  year  between  the  Ulidians  and  the  Cin- 

January.  thin,  where  Cathasach,  eon  of  Lairane 

67  St.  Cumin  Fada. — He  was  bishop  was  slain." — Id, 
of  Cluain-Fcrta  Brenainn  or  Clonfert,  Fert,  as  in  the  text,  is  clearly  a  mis- 
and  died  on  the  12th  of  November,  take  for  Fersat.  The  place  meant  if 
which  is  his  festival,  in  661.  He  was,  Belfast,  whose  present  name  is  a  ear- 
as  before  stated,  the  half-brother  (by  ruption  of  Belach  Feirsti,  L  e.  the  Fas 
his  mother)  of  Guairi,  King  of  Con-  of  the  Fersad,  a  word  which  literally 
naught ;  paternally  he  was  of  the  tribe  means  a  Bpindlc,  but  which  ii  ate 
of  the  Eoganacht  of  Loch  Lein,  in  plied  figuratively  to  a  sand  bafak 
Kerrv.  in  the  estuary  of  a  river,  where  the  _ 

"  buide  Conaill. — "  This  plague  is  checks  the  current  of  the  frcah  water, 

mentioned  by  Bcdc  in  his  Ecclesiastical  O'D.  The  people  here  called 

History,  who  writes  that  in  the  year  were  tit  Dal  Araide  nee. 
664,  a  sudden  pestilence  (called  the  yel-       M  Batithin<—H&  died  hi  666. 


im  mnoBT  or  emclawd.  4T9 

Sechnasacli  ended  his  reigLVand  life  by  being  killed  by  Dubdnin 
of  the  Kinel  Garbri." 

KENNFAELADH,  ABD-BIGH. 

A.  D.  682."  Kennfiiekdb,  son  of  Blathmac,  son  of  Aedh 
Slanni,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  succeeded  to  the  throne  and 
held  it  for  four  years.  In  his  reign  the  monastery  of  Bennchor" 
▼as  burned  by  foreign  marauders,  and  the  persons  that  compos- 
ed its  religious  community  were  slaughtered. 

This  place  had  its  name  of  Bennchor  from  the  following  cir- 
cumstance :  Bresal  Brec,  a  King  of  Leineter,  once  made  a  plunder- 
ing expedition  to  Alba,  with  a  numerous  force,  and  brought 
thence  a  larce  prey  of  cattle  as  booty  with  him  to  Ireland;  and 
when  he  had  landed  with  his  forces  he  made  an  encampment 
st  the  place  that  is  now  called  Bennchor,  and  there  his  people 
killed  many  of  the  oxen  for  their  food  so  that  the  plain  was 
strewn  over  with  the  henna,  that  is,  with  the  horns  of  the  cattle, 
and  hence  came  the  name  of  Magh  Bennchor  or  the  Plain  of 
Horns.  Long  afterwards,  when  the  holy  Abbot  Comgall  had 
bonded  a  monastery  in  the  same  place,  he  commanded  that  the 
building  should  be  called  from  the  place  where  it  was  built 
Hence  it  became  known  as  the  Monastery  of  Bennchor.  Soon 
«fier  the  burning  of  this  monastery  by  these  foreign  pirates, 
Keon&eladh,  King  of  Ireland,  was  killed  by  Finnacta  Meadach, 
son  of  Donncadh,  at  the  battle  of  Keltair.*4 

*  Kinel  Carbri. — That  is,  the  race  ent  institution.  It  is  seen  both  from  the 
of  Carbri,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  annals  of  Ulster  and  those  of  Olonma* 
Hostages,  seated  at  this  period  in  the  noise,  that  it  was  the  British  monastery 
barony  of  Granard,  county  Longford,  that  was  burned  in  the  reign  of  Kenn- 
Irat  whose  descendants  afterwards  set-  faeladh  :  "  A.  D.  671.  The  burning  of 
tied  in  and  gave  their  names  to  the  pre-  Bennchor  of  the  Britons." — Ann.  ult. 
«ent  barony  of  Carbury,  county  Kil-  "  A.  D.  668.  Bangor  in  England  was 
*3are,  and  also  to  the  barony  of  Carbury  burned.11 — Ann.  Colon.  The  Irish  mon- 
eonnty  Sligo.  astery,  founded  by  the  great  St.  Com- 

"  It  was  of  Sechnasachthis  testimony  gall,  who  died  on  the  10th  of  May,  in 
-was  given  :  the  year  600,  was  still  unprofancd  by 

*  Full  or  bridles  and  horsewhips  to  the  foreign  spoilers.  The  name  of  Benn- 

Seebnasach's  dwelling-place—  chor  is  rather  frequent  in  Ireland,  and 

V^JS^'ftS*}?*  P>ntllVli  is  mostly  anglicized  Banagher.    It  is 

Fortress  of  Blathmac  •  son."  ..      ,J      t?     *• ixi»         i 

derived,  as  Keating  states,  from  benn, 

— Four  Masters.  signifying  a  horn,  peak,  crest,  or  pinna- 

*  A.  D.  670. — Id.  cle,  or  rather  it  is  more  immediately 

*  Bennchor. — The  place  then  burned  derived  from  its  adjective  bennach  by 
^ras  not  the  monastery  of  Bennchor,  or  the  addition  of  the  suffix  ar. 
Bangor,  in  Ulster ;  but  it  was  Ban-  "  Keltair.—"  He  was  slain  in  the 
cor  m  North  Wales,which,  having  been  battle  of  Aircealtair  (Arkelter),  at 
Sounded  by  missionaries  from  the  Irish  Tigh  Ua  Maine  (Tee  oo  Mani)." — F. 
bennchor,  took  its  name  from  the  par-  M.    The  Bcene  of  this  fight  is  supposed 


80  THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 


FINNACTA,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.i7  680. — Finnacta8,  Fleadach,  son  of  Donncadh,  son  of 
Aedh  Slanni,  of  the  line  of  tirimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 
land for  seven  yearn. M  This  King  had  the  surname  of  Fl^adach, 
that  is,  the  Hospitable,  or  Festive,  or  from  the  number  of  tesiivala 
and  public  entertainments  that  took  plaee  in  Ireland  < luring  his 
reign.  St.  Colman,  bishop  of  Inis-bo-iinni.'*  died  in  his  reign,  as 
did  St.  Finan,"  who  was  honored  at  Ard-Finain;  of  th*  race  of 
Fiachaidh,  Maeil-lethan,  was  this  St.  Finnan ;  and  about  the  same 
time  St.  Arannan  also  died.  It  was  Finnacta  that  defeated  the 
Leinstermen  at  the  battle  <»f  Loeh  Gabar,a  where  many  of  them 
fell  by  his  forces.  It  was  in  h  is  reign  t  hat  Kennfaeladh  the  L  ■arned11 
died.  And  it  was  then  also  that  Dungal,  son  of  Sganlan,  King  of 
the  Cruthnigh  or  Piets,  and  Keunlaeladh,  King  of  the  Kiannaehta 
of  Glcnn-Gcimhen,  were  burin -d  by  Maelduin,  son  of  Maclsitrije, 
in  Dun-Kethirnn.:*  In  this  reign  also  the  Britons  made  an  in- 
cursion into  Ireland  according  to  Brde,  in  the  twenty-sixth  chap- 
ter of  the  fourth  book  of  his  History.  lie  there  informs  us  that 
a  chieftain  of  the  forces  of  the  King  of  the  Saxons,  nam.-d  Bertua, 

to  be  pointed  out  by  a  place  now  called  Whit»  Cow.  situate  thereon,  it  is  fabled 

Attymany,  in  the  parish  of  Clonkccn  that  an  enchanted  cow,  from  which  it 

Kcrrill,  barony  of  Tiuquin.  and  comity  has  its  name,  is  seen  periodically  to 

of  (lulway.  emerge. 

r  A.  D.  074.    Ftmr  Matrrs.  Tl  St.  Ftnaa  of  Ard-Fttui'ti. — lie  if 

"  Finnacta  II.    His  name  and  sur-  the     pntron    saint     of     AnJ-Fhiaaiu 

name  are  pronounced  Finmi^hti  Fiwigh.  (Ardccmiimi).  now  the  town  of  Anlfin- 

Finnacta  is  som-jtimes  spelled  Finus'i-  nan.  county  Tipporary.     'l"hi  festival 

ncttrhta  which  has  almost  the  sain.'  pro-  of  St.  Fin: in,  son  of  hranau.  i*  entered 

nunciation,  and  is  thus  made  to  signify  in  O'Clerv  s  calendar  at  the  12th  of 

cnmr/i.'fc,  or  rather  white  snow.  Ii«it  the  February.     He  died  in  674. 

editor  surmises  that  such  sj>clliinr  was  Ti  Ldc'i  Gahir. — Now  Lough  Gowct. 

adopted  in  order  to  support  an  ctyuiolo-  or    Ijojroro.    near     DiiushanghliD.   in 

«jical  pun  upon  the  name,  ami  that  word  Meath.    This  battle  took  place  in  675.               / 

is  nothing  more  than  a  simple  durivatc  7J  Kcnnfiicltidh  the  Learned. — ••  A.  D.               / 

from  Fdm>  i.  e.  fair.  677.     Cennfacladh,  son  of  Oilio:!.  a 

19  Seven  yens. — His  reiifii  lasted  for  paraxon  of  wisdom,  died." — F*ntr  M» 

twenty  years  according  to  the  annals  tern.    This  sage  lircd  at  Perrylorari.  in 

al»ove  cited.  Tyrone,  as  it  is  stated  in  thv  preface  to 

7,1  St.  Col  man  of  Li's-'lu'-fi-tm.  He  died  tin?  Ur.iiecpt  na  n-Kipca*,  which  work 

on  the  8th  of  Aiurust.  67-1.     /h  «-/*>-  he  is  said  to  have  amended. — U'D. 

tinui»  i.  e.  the  Island  nf  the  White  Cow  :<  Ihtn  Kethimn. — Now  the  Giant'f 

is  now  known  as  Bophin  I>!aml.  and  is  Si-mce.  in  the  parish  of  Danbar.  cuanty 

situated  off  tlie  w«st  eoa»t  of  Mayo.  Londonderry,  as  already  stated.    Toil 

The  ruins  of  St.  CA man's  church  are  event  happened  in  67Ú,  in  the  sixtk 

ttill  l»  1»?  Kami  on  tliH  island.     From  year  of  Finnacta's  reign,  according  to 

Loch  Ilii-iinni,  i.  c.  the  l*ikc  of  the  the  Four  Masters. 


landed  in  Ireland  in  the^ear  of  our  Lord,  six  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  and  that  they  plundered  a  great  portion  of  the  coun- 
try. Bede  laments  that  evil  deed  in  the  following  words: 
"Bertus  devastated  an  innocent  nation,  and  ope  that  had  always 
moved  most  friendly  to  the  English  raoe.,,,,  Against  them  was 
fought  the  battle  of  Bath  Morin  Magh  Lini,*  where  Cumusgaoh, 
King  of  the  Cruthnigh  (the  Dal  Araide),  was  slain,  and  a  great 
number  of  the  Gaels  fell  with  him.    The  Britons  then  also  made 


expedition  to  the  Orcades  and  plundered  those  islands.  Some 

of  them  landed  in  the  east  of  Leinste!r  likewise,  and  having 
plundered  the  properties  both  of  the  church  and  of  the  laity,  they 
learned  to  their  homes,  when  they  had  committed  great  depre- 
dations and  destruction.  St  Adamnan  made  the  following  verse 
onFmnacta,  when  that  king,  had  remitted  the  Boromha"  or  cow- 
tjfltwte  at  the  request  of  St.  Moling ; 

"  Finnacta,  Donneac&Ys  bod,  remitted, 
At  Moling's  prayer,  a  might?  tribute : 
Thrice  fifty  hundred  kine,  with  spanoaís, 
And  with  each  cow  her  calf  was  given." 

Finnacta  was  killed  soon  after  this  by  Aedh,  the  son  of  Dluthach 
and  by  Conall,  the  son  of  Congal,  at  Grellach  Dolaith." 

1  Bertns  vastavit  gentero  innocentein  occasion»  and  granted  hint  every  thing 
et  nationi  Anglorwn  amicissi-  he  requested. 
This  quotation  from  the  vener-  "  The  Boromha  remitted. — "That  in- 
able  Bede  refers  to  the  invasion  of  Magh  iquitous  tax  upon  the  people  of  Lein- 
Breagh  by  the  Saxons,  which  took  ster,  which  through  forty  successive 
place  in  June,  683,  according  to  the  reigns  had  been  one  of  the  sources  of 
Four  Masters,  but  in  684,  according  to  national  strife,  was  at  length  remitted 
Bede,  in  which  latter  authority  it  at  the  urgent  request  of  St.  Moling, 
is  said  that  Bertus  or  Berctus  was  the  Archbishop  of  Ferns  (Ferna),  by 
general  of  Egfrid,  King  of  Northum-  the  pious  King  Finnachta  for  him- 
bria.  self  and  his  successors  for  ever." — 

*  Rath-mor  in  Magh  Line. — Now  Moore. 

Rathmore,  a  townland  on  which  there  If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  opposi- 

is  an  ancient  rath  or  earthen  fort,  in  tion  of  St.  Adamnan  to  the  remission 

the  parish  of  Donegore  and  county  of  of  the  Boromha,  by  his  relative»  King 

Antrim.    This  battle  was  fought  in  Finnacta,  the  above  quoted  verses  most 

680,  three  or  four  years  before  the  in-  be  understood  in  an  ironical  sense, 

vasion  of  Magh  Breagh,  by  the  Saxons.  n  Grellach  Dollaith. — This    is  sop- 

The  foreigners  who  were  there  defeat-  posed  to  be  the  place  still  called,  in 

ed  were  more  probably  Saxons  than  Irish,  Grellach,  but  Girly  in  English, 

Britons.    In  the  year  after  the  inva-  which  lies  two  miles  south  of  Kills,  in 

sion  of  Magh  Breagh,  St.  Adamnan,  Meath.    The  battle  was  fought  in  the 

Abbot  of  Iona,  was  sent  to  England  twentieth  year  of  Finnacta's  reign,  and 

to  request  a  restoration  of  the  captives  not  in  the  seventh,  as  Keating  has  it 

taken  therein.    The  Northern  Saxons  Bresal,  the  monarch's  son,  fell  with 

received  him  with  great  honor  on  the  him. 
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LOIKGSECH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  693.™  Loingsech,  son  of  Aengus,  son  of  Domnall,  son 
of  Acdh,  son  of  Anmiri,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  ascended  the 
throne  of  Ireland  and  held  it  for  eight  years.  In  this  reign  St. 
Adamnan  came  from  Alba  to  Ireland"  to  preach.  It  was  then, 
also,  that  St.  Moling"1  of  Luachair  died ;  and  that  the  plain  of 
Murihemui  was  devastated"  by  the  Britons.  During  this  reign 
a  great  pestilence  raged  amongst  the  cattle"  in  Saxon-land  and 
in  Ireland.  This  was  followed  by  a  great  famine  which  lasted 
for  three  years,  during  which  time,  it  is  said,  that  people  were 
forced  to  eat  one  another.  It  was  about  this  time,  also,  that  St 
Egbert  went  to  preach  in  Alba.  Muredach  Maeil-lethan,*4  King 
of  Connaught,  died,  whilst  Loingseck  was  monarch.  It  was 
then,  also,  that  the  Ulidians  fought  the  battle  of  Magh-Cullinn* 
against  the  Britons,  and  in  it  great  numbers  of  those  marauders 
were  slaughtered.  About  this  time,  likewise,  died  St  Adamnan," 
Abbot  of  Aei,  or  Iona,  in  his  seventy-seventh  year. 

"  A.  I).  694. — Four  Masters.  of  Ireland  were  frozen,  and  the  am  be 

w  St.  Adamnou  como  to  Ireland  in  tween  Ireland  and  Alba  was  from 

697.    It  appears  from  Bedc  that  his  so  that  there  was  a  communication  be 

{jriucipul  object  in  visiting  his  native  tween  them  on  the  ice,"    Florence  of 

and  on  this  occasion  was  to  preach  to  Winchester  notices  this  plague  In  a» 

the  people  about  the  proper  time  of  annals  at  the  year  685.    "Agreatpat- 

keeping  the  Easter.  tilence  seized  upon  Britannia,  and  kid 

u   St.  Moling  died. — lie  died  in  G9G,  ft  waste  with  wide-spread  destruction." 

on  the  13th  of  May.    lie  erected  a  — The  Annals  of  Ulster  record  a  jaati- 

church  at  a  place  then  named  Bos-bruc,  lence  such  as  Keating  »pcak3  o(  as 

but  now  Tigh  Moling,  i.  e.  Moliug's  having  taken  place  in  799. 
House,  in  Irish,  and  iu  English,  St.       M  Muredach  MnctUetkcn,  L  e.  Mo- 

Mulliird,  where  his  festival  was  eele-  redach  of  the  Broad  Head.     He  in 

orated  ou  the  17th  of  June.  son  of  Fergus,  Bon  of  foMA^ii^K,  ton 

w  The  Plain  of  MurUumni  devastat-  of  Uada.    It  waa  from  him  that  the 

«/.—•'  A.  D.  695.    The  second  year  of  Sil    Muireadhaigh    (Stef   Murray). 

Loingsech.    The  devastation  of  Mur-  (i.  e.  Seed  of  Muredach)   ftftmiatug 

theumi  by  the  Britons  and  the  Ulidi-  of  the    O'Connors   iof    Connaught)*- 

aus. — Four  Masters.  the    Mac  Dermota,  Mac    Donougjba^ 

ra  Pestilence  amongst  Vie  cattle. — This  O'Bcirnes,  OTlanagans,  Magengkuaw 

event  seems  misplaced.    A  similar  pes-  O'Finnaghties»  took  their  trihn  law 

tilence  is  thus  recorded  by  the  Four  He  was  otherwise  called  Muredach  oT 

Masters  to  have  visited  Ireland  during  Magh  Aei,  in  Roscommon.    He  died  hav 

the  last  reign.   "A.  D.  684.   The  11th  the  year  700,  in  tho  seventh  yaar  oT 

year  of  Fiunacta,  a  mortality  upon  all  Loingsech. 

animals    in    general    throughout    the        u  The  battle  of  Mark  Cudlmsu    ± 

whole  world,  for  tho  spacsi  of  four  plain  near  Sliabh  CuiUinn,  now  8Iiewe 

years,  so  that  there  escape  not  one  Gullion,  co.  Armagh, 
out  of  the  thousand  of  any  kind  of        w  Died  St.  Adamnan,  Jbc. — This  cafe- 

animals.    There  was  a  great  frost  in  brated  man  waa  of  same  family  at  fit 

this  year,  so  that  the  rivers  and  lakes  Oolumkiile  and  St  Baeithio,  L  e»  of  the 
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It  was  now  that  the  ftracens  marched  with  a  large  army  to 
Constantinople,  which  city  they  beseiged  for  three  years,  after 
which  period  they  withdrew  their  forces  without  having  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  it 

The  battle  of  Corann*  was  fought  by  KeTlach,  son  of  Baghal- 
Iftch,  who  had  been  seven  years  King  of  Cfonnaugbt,  against 
Loingsech,  King  of  Ireland,  and  in  it  the  latter  was  defeated  and 
«lain. 

CONGAL  KENN-KAGHAIR,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  701."  Concal*  Kenn-Maghair,  son  of  Forms  Fanaid, 
descended  from  Consul  Gulban,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Host- 
Ages,  of  the  line  of  Erihihón,  became  King  of  Ireland,  and 
reigned  for  nine  years.  It  was  this  Oongal  that  burned  Kill- 
"  dara,  destroying  both  the  ecclesiastical  buildings  and  the  houses 
of  the  laity.  But  this  evil  deed  soon  brought  a  sudden  death 
qgxm  himself 

FERGAL,  ARD-BIGH. 

A.  D.  710.*  Fergal,  son  of  Maelduin,  son  of  Maelsitricc,  son 
of  Aedh  Uaridnach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sover- 
eignty of  Ireland  for  seventeen  years,91  Cact  the  daughter  of 
Haelcoba,  King  of  Kinel  Conaill,  was  his  mother. 

About  this  time  a  battle  was  fought  by  the  Dal  Riada  against 
the  Britons,  at  a  place  called  Cloch  Minnirc,  where  the  Britons 
were  defeated  with  slaughter.    About  this  time,  also,  Nectan, 

Kincl  Conaill.    He  was  son  of  Ronan,  n  The  battle  of  Corann — Corann  is 

son  of  Tinni,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Ool-  now  a  barony  in  Sligo.    The  three  sons 

man,  son  of  Sedna,  son  of  Fergus  Kenn-  of  the  monarch  were  slain  with  their 

fiada,  son  of  Conall  Gulban,  son  of  Niall  father  in  that  fight. 

of  the  Nine  Hostages.    After  having  "  A.  D.  702. — Four  Masters. 

been  twenty-six  years  Abbot  of  Iona,  "  Oonoal  H. — He  was  called  Kenn- 

he  died  on  the  23d  of  September,  in  the  maghair,  from  a  place  of  that  name, 

year  703,  or,  according  to  Tigernach,  now  anglicized  Kinnaweer,  situated  at 

in  704.     Of  Adamnan's  works  we  have  the  head  of  Mulroy  Lough,  barony  of 

still  remaining,  his  Life  of  Columba,  or  Kilmacrenan,  and  county  of  Donegal. 

St.  Columkille,  written  in  the  pure3t  He  reigned  but  seven  years,  according 

style  of  Latin  then  in  use;  which  Pink-  to  the  above  cited  Annals,  which  say 

erton  calls  the  completest  piece  of  bio-  nothing  of  his  having  burned  Kill-dara 

graphy  that  all  Europe  can  boast  of  and  its  churches.    But  it  would  seem 

dnnng  the  whole  of  the  Middle  Ages  ;  from  them  that  he  had  gone  into  Leins» 

and  his  Description  of  the  Holy  Places  ter,  in  the  year  705,  to  reénforce  the 

of  Judea,  whicn  he  presented  King  Al-  lately  abolished  Boromha,  and  that  he 

rred.    These  have  been  published  ;  but  had  obtained  his  demand  from  that  ter- 

there  are  other  tracts,  both  in  prose  ritory. 

and  verse,  written  bv  him  in  his  native  "  A.  D.  709. — Four  Masters. 

tongue,  which  lie  still  m  manuscript  "  Seventeen  years — Ten  years.— -JA. 
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§áb  of  Erimh6n,  reigned  over  Ireland  for  one  year»    He  wa§ 

EStyfid  by  Kinaeth,  son  of  Irgallach,  in  the  battle  of  Belgi." 

■  i."  ■ 

'  ;;.  KINABTH,  ARD-RIGH. 

AJ).  728.OT  Kinaeth,  son  of  Irgallach,  son  of  Conaing  Our* 
moth,  eon  of  Conall,  son  of  Aedh  Slanni,  of  the  line  of  Enmhon, 
ruled  Ireland  for  four  years.  It  was  in  the  reign  of  this  king 
jia*  the  relies  of  St.  Adamnan  were  brought  from  Alba  to  Ire- 
land* After  that  event,  the  battle  of  Drunv-Kiarain**  wai 
fimpht  by  Flathbertach,  son  of  Loingsech,  against  Kinaeth,  soft 
tf  Irgallach,  where  Kibaeth,  King  of  Ireland,  fell,  and  many  of 
Ma  people  were  slain  around  him.  < 

FLATHBERTACH,  ABD-RIGH. 

A.B.  732."  Flathbertach,  son  of  Loingseoh,  son  of  Aengns. 
86a '  of  Domnall,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Anmiri,  of  the  line  or 
Hrimhdn,  held  the '  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  seven  years. 
Muhrenn,  daughter  of  Kellach,  was  the  mother  of  this  king. 
According  to  Bede,  it  was  in  this  king's  reign  that  the  battle  of 
Brum-derg  was  fought  in  Alba  between  Drust  and  Aengus,  two 
of  the  Picts.  It  was  in  his  reign,  also,  that  the  battle  of 
Ftidtart1"  was  gained  in  Murthemni  by  Aedh  OUan,  and  the 

.  fy  Belgi,  or  Beilge.    The  situation  Chomaigh,  i  e.  the  stone  of  decapita- 

of  this  place  has  not  been  identified,  tfon,  in  the  doorway  of  the  chorea  of 

Bdffi  seems  to  have  been  written  by  Fochart;  and  Orocadh,sonof  Ooanaon» 

aWafce  for  Deljri,  or  Delgen.     The  chief  of  Cobha,  was  slain,  and  many 

name  is  also  written  Cenn  Delgthen.  others  along  with  him.    The  cause  of 

(Kenn  DeUcenn).  this  battle  was  the  profanation  of  the 

m  A.D.  720.  Four  Masters.  church  of  Kill-Conna  by  Ua  Seghain, 

•  Drum  Kiarain.  "  A.D.  722.  one  of  the  people  of  Aedh  Roin.  Congas, 
After  Kinaeth,  son  of  Irgalach,  had  Comorbaof  St.  Patrick,  composed  this 
been  three  years  in  sovereignty  over  quatrain  to  incite  Aedh  Allan  to  re- 
Ireland,  he  fell  in  the  battle  of  Drom  venge  the  profanation  of  the  church ; 
Oorcrain,  by  Flathbertach.  son  of  Loin-  for  he  was  the  spiritual  adviser  of 
gBeoh." — lb.    Drum  Kiarain,  the  name  Aedh,  so  that  he  said : 

which  Drum  Corcrain  has  been  called        «Bsy  nnto  the  cold  Aedh  Allan 

in  the  text,  is,  in  some  copies,  written  That  I've  been  wronged  by  feeble  men, 

Dram  fJarran       Tf  «  HÍtnation    hut  nnt  Por  Aedh  &°la  0ai**8*á  «•  l**  night, 

urani  uarmn.    its  suuauon  nas  not  At  Kill  Canna  of  music  sweet" 
been  identified. 

•  AJ).  723.    lb.  Aedh  Allan  then  collected  his  forces 
"■  Fochartj  now  Faughard,  county  to  Fochart.  and   he   composed  these 

Louth.    The  battle  of  Fochart  was  verses  on  his  march  to  the  battle : 

not  fought  until  the  third  year  of  the  a  Km  CanJUk%  charcb  ^  my  ^^^  Wendi 

reign  of  Aedh  Ollan,  or  Allan,  the  next  For  thee  thb  day  I  march  a  field; 

succeeding  monarch.  "  AJ).  732.    The  ft&^^Jffl^^Z^™* 

.    ...       -  v,     ,      ,  m       i.i       *«_  Ot\  with  him  shall  leave  tnr  own. 

battle  of  Fochart  was  fought  by  Aedh 

Allan  and  the   Clanna  Neill  of  the  — See  Four  Masters. 

north   against    the   Ulidians,    where  Kill  Cunna  is  now  called  Eilloony, 

Aedh  Roin,  King  of  Ulidia,  was  slain,  in  the  parish  of  Ballyclog,  barony  of 

and  his  head  was  cut  off  on  Gloch-an-  Dungannon,  county  Tyrone. 
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clans  of  Niall  against  the  men  of  Ulidia.  Aedh  Roin,  King  of 
Ulidia,  was  slain  in  this  battle,  after  a  reign  of  thirty  years,  and 
there,  also,  fell,  Concadh,  son  of  Cuanach.  Two  years  after  this 
engagement,  Flathbcrtach,  son  of  Loingsech,  King  of  Ireland. 
died  a  penitent  at  Ard  Macha. 

AEDU  OLLAN,  ARD-RIGII. 

A.D.  739.1  Aedh  Ollan,1  son  of  Fermi,  son  of  Mael- 
duin,  son  of  Maelsitricc,  of  the  race  of  Erimhón,  obtained 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for  nine  years.  The 
mother  of  this  prince  was  Brighitt,  daughter  of  Orca,  son 
of  Carthann.  In  the  reign  ot  this  Aedh  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Belach  Feli,8  between  the  Munstermen  and  Leinster- 
men,  and  many  fell  therein  on  both  sides,  and  amongst 
them  was  Kellach,  son  of  Faelcair,  King  of  Osraide.  Cathal, 
son  of  Finguini,  King  of  Minister,  gained  the  victory  in  that 
battle.  After  this,  Aengus,  son  of  Fergus,  King  of  the  Picts, 
routed  and  slaughtered  the  Dal  Riada  of  Alba,  and  plundered 
and  devastated  them  exceedingly,  so  that  Dun-da-cregi  was 
burned  by  him,  and  that  Dungai  and  Fergus,4  the  two  sons  of 
Selbach,  King  of  Dal  Riada,  were  led  captive,  and  put  in  fetters. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  meeting  between  Aedh  Ollan, 
King  of  Ireland,  and  Cathal,  son  of  Finguini,  King  of  Munster, 
at  Tir-da-lcth-glas,5  in  Ormond,  and  there  they  established  the 
rule  and  law  and  rent  of  Patrick  over  Ireland. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  battle  of  Ath  Senaid,*  that  is,  the  battle 

1  A.  D.  730.    lb.  BalljBhannon,   county    Kildare,   fov 

1  Aedu  V.  miles  southwest  of  Julcallen  Bridge. 

'  Belach  Feli.    This  name  should  be  The  people  of  Leinster   suffered  so 

Bolach  Eli,  i.  e.  the  Pass  of  Eli.  "A.D.  severely  in  this  fight,  and  in  that  of 

730.    The  battle  of  Belach  Eli  was  Almain,  in  718,  that  the  ramMon  of 

fought  between  Cathal,  son  of  Fin-  the  Boromha  could  be  said  to  hare 

guini,    King    of    Munster,   and    the  brought  them   bat   little  advantage. 

Lcinstermcn,  where  many  of  the  latter  The  whole  strength,  both  of  the  races 

were  slain.    There  fell  of  the  Munster-  of  Conn  and  of  Catheir  Mor,  seems  to 

men  here  Kellach,  son  of  Felcair,  chief  have  met  in  hostile  array  in  this  battle. 

of  Osraide,  and  the  two  sons  of  Cor-  There,  we  are  told.  "  that  Aedh  Allan 

mac,  son  of  Rossa,  chief  of  the  Desi,  met  Aedh,  son  of  Colgan,  in  single» 

with  three  thousand  along  with  them,  combat,  and  Aedh,  son  of  Coloaa,  was» 

—lb.  slain  by  Aedh  Allan.    The  Uikiswr 

*  Dun  pal  and  Fergus.    According  men  were  slaughtered  drcadlnlly  there- 

to  O'Flahcrty,  the  defeat  of  the  Dal  iu,  so  that  there  escaped  of  them  bats* 

Kiada  by  the  Pictish  king  Aengus  small  remnant.    The  following 


happened  in  the  year  73C.  The  Dun-  the  leaders  and  chiefs  who  fell,  nattetr* 
gal  here  mentioued  was  the  twenty-  Aedh,  son  of  Colgan,  King  of  Úa 
second  king  of  the  Alban  Gaels.  Kinnselaigh,  Brann  Beg,  bob  of  Ma*» 


•  Tir-da-leth-glat,  now    Tcrryglass,    cadh,  the  second  king  who 
in  Lower  Ormond.  the  LeinBtermen,  Feigns,  son  of  lis*» 

•  Ath  Senaid.    It  is  now  known  as   nach,  and  Dubdacriooh,  two  cbkfcsf 
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Uchba,  was  fought  between  Aedh  Ollan,  King  of  Ireland, 
"  Aedh,  son  of  Colgan,  King  of  Leinster.    In  this  battle, 
^Áedh  Ollan  was  dangerously  wounded,  and  Aedh,  son  of  Colgan, 
-^rith  Bran  Beg,  son  of  Muroadh,  half-king  of  Leinster,  and 
Slumbers  of  the  chief  nobles  of  Leinster,  were  slain.     In  all, 
xiiiie  thousand  Leinstermen  fell  in  that  fight    It  was  after  this 
"that  Cathal,  son  of  Finguini,f  King  of  Munster,  died,  and  like- 
wise Aedh  Balb,  son  of  Innrectach,  who  had  been  for  seven 
years  King  of  Connaught    In  this  reign,  also,  died  Flann,*  son 
<&  Cronmael,  Bishop  of  Rechrainn.    After  this,  Aedh  Ollan  fell 
in  the  battle  of  Sendh,'  in  Meath,  that  is,  of  Kennanus,  or  Kella, 
by  DomnaU,  son  o£  Muroadh. 

DOIÍNALL,  ARD-BÍGH. 

AJX  748.10  Domnall,u  son  of  Murcadh,  son  of  Armedach 
Caech,  son  of  Conall  Guth-binn,  son  of  SuiBni,  son  of  Colman, 
sob  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus  Kerbeol,  son  of  Conall  Crem- 
thamii,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón, 
held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  twenty  •four11  years.    Hie 

the  Fotharta,  the  son  of  Ua  Kellaigh,  rih),  and  m  the  name  of  the  plain 
■oa  of  Trian,  Fiangalach  Ua  Maelea-  lying  round  KeDs,  in  Meath.    Aedh 
tfcgin,  Conall  Ua  Athechdai,  the  four  Ollan  was  famous  as  a  bard  as  well  as 
sobs  of  Flann  Ua  Congaili,  Eladach  warrior,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
Ua  Maeloidir.    The  people  of  Leth  manner  in  some  stanzas  attributed  to 
damn  were  joyous  after  this  victory,  him  are  quoted  by  the  Irish  annalists. 
far  they  had  wreaked  vengeance  upon  *  A.  V.  739.    Four  MaAiru 
the  men  of  Leinster.    Nine  thousand  Sl  Dojumll  JJL, 
was  the  number  of  them  that  ware  *  Twenty-Four  Ymr*  The  editor's 
skin."  This  engagement  took  place  in  M8.  copies  of  Keating  give  this  king 
the  year  of  Aedh  Allan   (733). — See  a  reign  of  44  years.    O'Connor's  trans- 
Four  Masters.  lation  gives  him  one  of  42.    From  the 

7  Cathal,  son  of  Finguini.  He  died  in  former  of  these  he  has  here  cut  off  20 

737.   He  is  the  ancestor  of  the  sept  of  years.   He  has  done  so  on  the  following 

O'-Caeimh,  now  O'Keeffe,  who  were  grounds ;  firstly,  because  to  allow  a 

chieftains  of  Fermov,  county  Cork,  reign  of  such  a  length  to  DomnaU  HI, 

previous    to    the    English    invasion,  would  throw  several  historic  events, 

Cathal    was    a    warlike    and  power-  subsequently  recorded  in  this  history, 

fid  prince.    By  the  annals  of  Innis-  too  far  in  advance  of  the  real  dates,  as 

fallen,  and  other  Munster  records,  he  is  ascertained  both  from  the  Irish  Annals 

mentioned  as  full  monarch  of  Ireland,  and   from  the   testimony  of  foreign 

Aedh  Balbh,  King  of  Connaught,  died  writers ;  secondly,  because  he  is  per- 

in  737,  also.  suaded  that  the  number  was  originally 

■  Flann,  son  of  Cronmael.    Flann,  written  24  by  Keating  himself,  for  the 

son  of  Kelloch,  son  of  Cronmael,  died  sum  of  the  subsequent  dates,  prefixed 

in  735.    It  is  not  certain  whether  he  in  his  MS.  copies,  to  the  several  kings' 

was  Bishop  of  Rechrainn,  in  the  cast  reigns,  does  not  accord  with  the  sum 

of  Meath,  where  St.  Columkillc  had  of  the  number  of  years  during  which 

established  a  monastery,  or  of  Rech  each  king  is  stated  to  have  held  the 

rainn,  now  Rathlin,  or  Rogharee  Is-  sovereignty ;  and  thirdly,  because  the 

land,  off  the  north  coast  of  Antrim.  retrenchment  of  20  years  from  this 

*  Serulh,  in  Meath.    It  was  other-  reign  will  bring   the  dates  of  those  of 

wise  called  Magh  Seridh  (Moy  Sher-  the  succeeding    monarchs  into  suffici- 
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mother  of  Domnall,  son  of  Murcadh,  King  of  Ireland,  waa  Alpin, 
daughter  of  Congal,  son  of  Delbna  Mor.  In  the  reign  of  this 
King,  Colman,  bishop  of  Laesan,13  was  slain  by  the  Ui  Turtrij11 
and  Cormac,  bishop  of  Ath  Truim,15  died.  It  waa  in  his  reign, 
also,  that  a  form16  like  that  of  a  serpent  was  to  move  in  the  air. 
It  was  then,  likewise,  that  Seehnasach,17  son  of  Colgan,  king  of 
Ui  Kinnselaigh,  died;  and  St.  Suairlech,18  bishop  of  FoEar, 
and  Osbran,  bishop  of  Cluain  Cremha,"  died  then,  also. 

After  this,  the  battle  of  Belach  Cro10  was  fought  by  Crim- 

cntly  close  proximity  with  our  several  *  The  Battle  of  Bdath  Cm,    TWl 

other  Irish  authorities.     It  is  not  un-  battle  was  fought  in  751,  by  the  Ui 

likely  to  suppose  that  some  early  trail-  Mani  against  the  Delbna  Naedath,* 

scribcr  of  Keating  had  mistaken  the  tribe  of  the  Dal-g-Cais,which  had  early 

first  cypher  of  24  for  a  4,  and  thus  led  made  a  settlement  between  the  Hirer 

to  this  confusion.    In  the  Four  Mas-  Suck  and  Loch  Ribh  (Lough  Bee), 

ters,  Domnall,  son  of  Murcadh,  is  stat-  where  they  had  subdued,  but  not  ex- 

od  to  have  reigned  but  20  years.  pelkd  the  ancient  Fer  Boly  tribe  of 

19  Bishop  of  Laesan.     Laesan  or  the  Gamhanraide.    Both  tribes  were, 

Leasan  is  the  name  of  a  parish  at  the  in  this  battle,  nearly  annihilated  by  the 

foot  of  Slicve  Gal  lion,  in  the  counties  Ui  Mani.    A  fleet  of  the  Delbna  har- 

of  Londonderry  aLd  Tyrone.     Bishop  ing  been  wrecked  by  a  storm  upon 

Colman  was  slain  in  *743  according  Lough  Ree,  and  numbers  of  their  war* 

to  some  writers,  in  739  according  to  riors  baring  perished  therein,  the  UÍ 

others.  Mani,  then  seated  on  the  west  bank  of 

14  Ui  Turtri.  They  were,  otherwise,  the  Suck,  seised  upon  that  opportnm> 
called  the  Tuatha  Tort,  and  were  seated  ty  in  order  to  exterminate  their  weak- 
in  the  county  of  Antrim,  on  the  east  ened  foes.  The  circumstance  hi  re- 
side of  the  Bann  and  Lough  Neagh.  corded  by  the  Four  Masters  in  the 
They  were  descended  from  Fiachra  following  terms ;  M  The  shipwreck  of 
Tort,  son  of  Colla  Uais.  the  Delbna  Nuadath  upon  Loch  Ribh 

*  BisJiopofAth  Truim.  This  bishop  with  their  lord  Dimaaacfa,  of 

died  in  741.    Ath  Truim  is  the  Gaelic  was  said : 

name  for  Trim  in  Meath.    A  bishop-  « .  n*  Qamanndi  of  Loch  Wbta 


rick  had  been  founded  here  in  432  by         Brt  «all  in  thrio*  Bin*  barks,  «ad 

St  Patrick  who  had  received  a  pant         SS^^SfSZÍSXS 

of  the  place  from  Fcidlim,  son  of  King 

Lacgarill.  The  battle  of  Belach  Cro  wi 

M  A  Form,  ífc.    The  appearance  of  ed  by  Crimthann,  (chief  of  the  Ui 

this  phenomenon,  then  held  prodigious,  Mani),  over  the  Ddbom  of  Ui  Mani, 

is  recorded  in  the  Annals  of  Ulster  in  which  was  slain  Finn,  son  of  Ark* 

under  the  year  744  in  these  terms ;  Lord  of  Dclbna,  at  Tibra  Finn.    Ike 

44  During  the  night  a  horrible  and  won-  Ui  Mani  were  contending  with  then 

derful  sign  was  seen  in  the  stars. "  for  the  centred  between  thenar»  (the 

°  Sechnasach,  Son  of  Colgan.    This  Suck),  and  the  Sinainn  (the  ftNnetw), 

chieftain  died  in  741.  for  this  was  called  the  centred  of  the 

u  St.  Suairlech.     He  died  on  the  Delbna.    Of  this  was  said : 
21st  of  March  in  745.    Fobar,  called 


alsb  Fobar  Fechin, now  Fore  in  West-       "l&™VÍ2$ZéL*d bo*.! 
meath.  Woe  worth  th«  Ddbort meh  m& 


"«S  Crtmha,  i  c  the  Uwn  of        tZ&EESSESBlSL. 
the  Wild  Garlic,  now  Clooncraft  near         TfoKtafofD»] 


Elphin,  county  Roscommon.    Bishop         )» m  woundyt «nil  bwrt  hwdij 
ORhran  AioA  in  1A1  r  Of  that  draad  battle  be  wa  ckteC 

usoran  aied  in  747.  n»tn  t*  &n  •#  t»».  »■»«• 


UbUI  he  All  at  Tlfan  Jtaa." 
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-titaim,  ton  ot  Erma,  in  which  fell  Finn,  eon  of  Arb,  King  of  the 
X)ellma;  and  his  people  were  there  slaughtered  around  him* 
>m  that  action  the  lake,  which  is  in  that  place,  is  called  Looháa 


-SBelaigh  Cro  f*  and  thence  also  the  well  that  is  there,  has  been 
xamea  Tibraid  Finn — that  is,  the  Well  of  Finn.  It  was  about 
~t£us  period  that  Cumaqgach,*  King  of  Ui  Failghi,  fell  by  Maet 
-cUiin,  son  of  Aedh  Bennan,  King  of  Munster.  Then,  also* 
Oathasach,  son  of  Olild,  King  of  the  Cruthnigh,  *  was  slain  at 
Staih  Bethach  by  the  men  of  Leinster:  and  the  battle  of  Belach 
Oabrain  jM  was  gained  by  the  son  of  Cucherca,  and  the  men  of  Oa- 
3Bide,  oyer  Donngal,  son  of  Laeidgenn,  Sang  of  Ui  Xinnfielaigh, 

and  there  Donngal  was  slain,  and  numbers  of  the  nobles  of 
Xeinster  were  slain  with  him.    About  the  same  time  died  Mure- 

«lach,  son  of  Murcadh,*  King  of  Leinster.    And  after  these 

«vents  Domnall,  son  of  Murcadh,  the  first  King  of  Ireland  of  the 

Claim  Colmain*"  died. 

HULL  FRAflACH,  AKD-RXGH. 

A.  D.  772."  Niall  Frasach,*  son  of  Fergal,  the  son  of  Mael- 
dtrin,  son  of  Maelsitricc,  son  of  Aedh  Uaridnach,  son  of  Domnall, 
son  of  Murkertach  M or  Mac  Erca,  son  of  Muredaoh.  son  of  Eogan, 
son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  of  the  line  or  Erimhón,  as- 
sumed the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  held  it  for  four  years. 
He  was  called  Niall  Frasach — that  is,  Niall  of  the  jrasa  or 
«lowers,"  from  those  three  showers  which  fell  in  Ireland  at  the 

*  Lochan  Belaigk  Cro,  i.  e.  the  Pool  *  Muredach,  son  of  Murcadh.  This 
or  Small  Lough  of  the  Bloody  Pass.    Prince  died  in  755. 

"  It  may  be  the   lough   now  called  M  Clan  Colmain.  This  was  the  tribe 

Loughcrone,  near  Tarrock,  in  the  bar-  name    of    the    O'Maelaechlainns     or 

ony  of  Athlone."—  O'D.  O'Melaghlins   of   Mcath.     The  An- 

*  Cumasgach.    He  was  slain  in  752.  nals  of  the  Four  Masters  enter  the  death 

*  King  of  the  Cruthnigh,  i.  e.  Kin?  of  Domnall,  under  the  year  758  ;  those 
of  the  Úíidians,  now  sometimes  called  of  Ulster,  under  762 ;  those  of  Clon- 
Cruthnigh.  He  was  slain  in  749,  at  macnoise,  under  759 ;  but  it  appears 
Bath  Bethach,  now  Rathbeagh,  a  town-  from  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  noticed  the 
land  on  the  Nore,  in  the  barony  of  same  year,  that  763  is  the  true  date.— 
Galway,  and  county  Kilkenny.  See  0' Donovan's  notes  to  the  Four  Mas- 

*  Belach  Gabrain,  i.  e.  the  Road  of  ters. 

Gabran,  which  extended  from  Gowran  *  A.  D.  759. — Four  Masters. 

towards  Cashel.    The  former  place  is  "  Niall  H.  He  reigned  seven  years, 

now  called  Gowran,  a  barony  in  the  — O'D. 

county  of  Kilkenny,  in  which  there  is  "  Showers,      These    showers    are 

also  a  small  town  of  the  same  name,  mentioned  by  other  records  as  having 

The  battle  above  mentioned,  was  fought  fallen  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  as : 

in  756.    Another  battle  was  gained  at  "A.D.  759.     Three  showers  fell  in 

Gabran  itself,  by  Anmcaidh,  an  Osso-  Crich   Muredhaigh  (CreeghMurraye), 

rian  chieftain,  over  the  Leinstermen  in  in  Inis  Eoghain  (Imshowen),  namely,  a 

754.  shower  of   pure  silver,  a  shower  of 
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time  of  his  birth,  of  which  we  have  already  taken  notice ;  name- 
ly, a  shower  of  honey  at  Fothain  Beg,  a  shower  of  silver  at 
Fothain  Mor,  and  a  shower  of  blood  at  Magh  Laighen.     For 
fras,  indeed,  hits  the  same  meaning  as  Cioth  (Kih) — to  wit,  a 
shower.     The  mother  of  this  Prince  was  Athicla,  daughter  of 
Elian,  chieftain  of  Kiannacht.     During  this  reign  died  Dubinn* 
recht,30  son  of  Cathal,  son  of  Murcdach  MaeU-lcthan,  who  had 
ruled  Connaught  for  live  years.     Tliere  was  an  earthquake  in 
Ireland  during  the  reign  of  this  monarch ;  and  then,  also,  there 
came  a  great  famine31  upon  the  land.    Donngal,  son  of  Kellach,* 
King  of  Osraide,  died  about  that  time.    Then  also  died  Cron- 
mael,  the  holy  bishop  of  Kill-Mor,°  Alpin,  King  of  the  Cmth- 
nigh,  and  Colgna,  bishop  of  Ard  Brecain.    The  battle  of  Atb> 
liag34  was  fought  between  the  tribes  of  Ui  Briuin  and  Ui  Mani, 
where  great  numbers  fell  on  both  sides.     It  was  soon  after  this 
that  Artgal,  son  of  Cathal,35  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Aei-Col- 
uim-Killi.     Fergus,36  bishop  of  Doimliag,  died.     The  battle  of 
Corann  was  fought  about  this  time,  between  the  Kinel-Conaill 
and  the  Sil-Eogain,  where  Maelduin,37  son  of  Aedh  Ollan,  was 
the  victor,  and  Domnall,  son  of  Aedh  Munderg,  was  routed  from 
the  field,  and  many  of  his  people  slain.     After  this>  Niall  Fra- 
sach  died"  in  Aei-Coluim-Killi. 


wheat,  and  a  shower  of  honey,  of  which  Stones.    It  is  probably  Ath-Iiag  Mi 

it  was  said  :  again,  now  Athlcague,  on  the  River 

« Three  shower,  at  Ard  UlHnnl  £«ck-     ™*  ™™   »  *"««  AehaiuV 

Fell,  through  Ood's  lore,  from  Heaven—  liag    (Agha-leeag),    I.e.    the    FttU   01 

A  frhowor  of  Hiver,  a  sh»wer  of  wheat,  Stones,  in  the  Four  Masters,  who  re- 

And,  eke — a  *hower  of  honey.  ,     ' .     ..%           ,      •         ■           *     _v* 

cord  a  battle  as  having  been  fought 

Some  hard  mi«rht  have  thus,  by  a  there,  in  which  the  Li  Mani  were 

rather   extravagant  figure,  expressed  routed  by  the  Ui  Briuin  in  770,  beiaw 

cither    the    plenty    enjoyed    by    Jni-  the  fifth  year  of  Donncadh. 

showen.  the  native  territory  of  Niall,  "  Artgal,  son  of  Cathal.    u  A.  D. 

in  the  br«riiinin^  of  his  reign ;  or  the  777.    The  12  year  of  Donncadh  fthe 

showers  of  spoil,  taken  from  the  terri-  next  monarch.)   Artgal.  son  of  Cathal, 

tory  of  his  enemies,  which  he  poured  Ring  of  Connaught,  took  the  pilgrim's 

iutó  it.  staff  and  went  to  Hi  on  his  pilgrimage." 

10  Dubinnrert,  son  of  Cathal.    This  — Four  Masters. 

Prince  trained  a  battle  at   Sruthair,  ■  Fergus.  The  death  of  this  Bishop 

now  Shnill,  in  Longford,  in  761.    He  of  Doimlaig  (now  Duleek),  did  not 

died  in  7G7.  occur  until  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 

"  A  Great  Famine.     This  famine  succeeding  monarch.  ^ 

is  noticed  in  the  Annals  of  Clomnuc-  "  Maelduin.    A  victory  was  gained 

noise,  under  the  year  7G9.  by  this  Prince   over  his   adversary, 

"  Doimzal.  son  of  Kellach.     This  Domnall,  in  781 ;  and  another  in  780, 

chieftain V  death  is  recorded  under  tho  at  Ircoir,  supposed  to  be  ajlace  now 

second  year  of  Donncadh.  called  Urker,  in  Antrim.  These  events 

53  liishop  tf  Ktll-Mor.    Cronmacl,  took  place  late  in  the  ensuing  reign. 
Bishop  and  A  bbot  of  Kill-Mor  Erahiri  "  Niall  Frasaeh  dud-— tt  A.  D.  706. 
died  in  7<i.~>.  Niall  Frasaeh  was  seven  years  king 

54  Ath-liag,  i.  e.  the  Ford  of  the  over  Ireland  when  he  resigned ;  and  hi 
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DONNCADH,  ARD-RIGH. 

A*  D.  776.*  Donncadh,"  son  of  Domnall,  son  of  Murcadh,  son 
Diarmaid,  son  of  Armedach  Caech,  son  of  Conall  Guthbinn, 
of  Suibni,  son,  of  Golman  Mor,  son  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fer- 
Kerbeol,  son  of  Conall  CremthannL  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine 
'ostages,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  lie- 
land  for  twenty-seven  years ;  after  which,  he  died41  within  the 
oralis  of  his  own  palace. 


«US 

Jloe 


AEDH  OIBNIGHE,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  80S.41  Aedh  Oirnighe,4*  son  of  Niall  Frasach,  son  of  Fergal, 

dfed  at  I-Coluim-CiBe,  on  his  pHonm-  ven."    Dr.  ODonovan  tells  as  that 

in,  seven  years  afterwards."— -ibtir  Lamh-Chomaht  meant  a  violent  thun- 

masters.  Theexact  year  in  which  Niall  derstorm,  that  eaoaed  people  to  clap 

tangoed  his  kingdom  was  770.    He  their  hands,  through  terror.  However, 

fed  in  778,  a  monk,  in  the  Monastery  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  men- 

ef  Iona.  tioned  in  the  extract  just'  quoted  and 

*  A.D.  766. — Four  Masters.  elsewhere,  it  would  seem  to  mean  some- 

*  Do* ncadh  I.    Though  Dr.  Keat-  thing  more. 

kg  has  recorded  none  of  the  events  u  Died,  ^c.  11»  true  date  of  the 
that  happened  during  the  comparative-  death  of  Donncadh  is  797.  It  was  in 
rrkmg  reign  of  Donncadh,  still  those  his  reign  also  that  the  Lochlantiaiffh, 
ffeat  happened  within  that  period  oo-  or  Scandinavians,  generally  called 
espy  no  small  space  in  the  Irish  An-  Northmen  and  Danes,  really  made  their 
sab;  bat  to  introduce  any  notiee  of  first  appearance  upon  any  part  of  the 
mesa,  and  many  other  important  per-  Irish  coast  The  exact  date  of  their 
sonages  and  events  recorded,  as  well  in  first  appearance  is  795,  that  being  the 
tins  as  in  several  of  the  preceding  and  true  chronology  of  the  25th  year  of 
sabsequent  reigns,  when  not  alluded  to  the  reign  of  Donncadh  I.,  son  of  Mar- 
in the  text,  would  swell  these  notes  be-  cadh,  when  the  Irish  Annalists  record 
yond  all  reasonable  bounds.  The  earth-  their  earliest  descent  in  the  following 

Snake  recorded  by  our  author,  under  terms : 
lie  last  reign,  is  probably  what  is  re-       "A.  D.  790.  The  25th  year  of  Donn- 

corded  by  the  Four  Masters,  in  the  cadh.    The  burning  of  Rechrainn  by 

following  terms,  under  767,  being  the  the  foreigners ;  and  its  shrines  were 

2d  year  of  Donncadh:  "The  fair  of  broken  and  plundered." — Annals  of  the 

the  Clapping  of  Hands  (so  called),  be-  Four  Masters. 
cause  terrific  and  horrible  signs  ap-       "  A.  D.  794.  The  burning  of  Rech- 

peared  at  that  time,  which  were  like  rainn  by  the  Gentiles,  and  the  break- 

nnto  the  signs  of  the  day  of  Judgment,  ing  and  plundering  of  its  shrines." — 

namely,  great  thunder  and  lightning,  Annals  of  Ulster. 
so  that  it  was  insufferable  to  all  to       "  A.  D.  792.  Rachryn  was  burnt  by 

hear    the    one    and    see    the    other,  the  Danes. — Annals  of  Clonmacnoise. 
Fear  and  horror  seized  the  men  of       *  A.  D.  793. — Four  Masters.  These 

Ireland,    so  that   their   religious  se-  Annalists  are  here  five  years  behind 

niors    ordered    them    to   make    two  the  exact  time  ,*  while  the  date  given 

fasts,    together    with    fervent    pray-  above  in  the  text,  is  five  years  in  ad- 

er,  and  one  meal  between  them,  pre-  vance  thereof.    The  true  chronology 

cisely  at   Michaelmas.     Hence  came  is  A.  D.  795. 

the  Lamh-Choraairt  (Lauve  Comirt),       *  Aedh  VI.  Oirdnide  is  the  correct 

which  was  called  the  fire  from  Hea-  form  of  this  king's  surname. 
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sor.  f :  i-f-frl :  :ir..  if  ;ie  line  of  Erixnhór^  htA  xke  sovereignty  of 
l7*:\b>z.  \  :.t  v.ve:.:j-f:virv.;£irí.  LiLLfai:":.  ifenlaK^  daughter  of 
FiatiiV^r'.úc::.  son  o:  Ix-irigsecK  King  of  Kinel  Conaill,  was  the 
Mother  of  Ae«"Ih  OurizLe.  11«?  got  the  surname  of  Oirnighe 
(On***  .  it  Dorr.-digrL-41  <Dorr,**\  from  a  habit  of  sucking  nia 
har,d-=.  -.v":í';h  he  h&'l  contracted  tifter  he  had  been  weaned  from 
the  br.-ast. 

Fu ':'  arrive!  of  tfe  LOCHLAXXAIGH  OF  SCAXDIX  AVIANS,  Itko  art 

co, a  wok.  7j  called  Xobthmex  and  Daxes.  A-  D.  7^5  to  A-  D.  854.# 

It  was  during  the  reign  of  Ae»ih  and  Oirnighe  {Aye  Omee), 
in  tin:  ytar  of  our  Lord  eight  hundred  and  twenty,-  that 
the  Lochlannaigh  (Longlrannih )  arrived  in  Ireland  for  the  first 
time.  It  was  twelve  years  after  that  event  when  the  tyrant 
Turpre.siu-;  made  his  invasion  of  this  country ;  and,  according 
to  some  antiquarians,  Olcobar,  son  of  Kinaeth,  son  of  Congal, 
son  of  Maelduin.  was  then  King  of  Munster.  However,  the 
Polvcliro!,icon,  in  treating  of  Ireland,  tells  us  that  it  was 
whilst  Fi'idiiniidh,   sou  of  Crimthaiin,   held   the    sovereignty 

41  Dorndiffhe.  This  etymological  men  in  Ireland.  A.  D.  795  is  the  real 
monstrosity  is  not  Gaelic.  *  Dnrn.  the  date  of  the  burning  of  the  moon 
first  part  of  the  compound,  is  the  Gae-  of  Rechrainn,  already  mentioned, 
lie  name  for  a  fist  or  clenched  hand  :  after  which  (798  or  800)  Artri  c 
the  latter  part  is  the  genitive  case  of  pied  the  throne  of  Monster,  which  he 
the  word  deoch.  the  Gaelic  name  for  a  held  for  either  eighteen  or  twenty  lean, 
drink.  According  to  the  derivation,  according  to  O'DubagahVa  catalogae 
above  given,  Oirnighe,  if  it  is  as  we  of  the  kings  of  the  line  of  Eber.  854 
are  told,  another  form  of  Dorndighe,  is  the  real  date  of  the  d><Uh  of  Oka- 
should  mean  a  fist-drinker  or  a  fist-  bur,  son  of  Kinaeth,  who,  as  n  feamd 
drink,  if  it  could  mean  anything,  com-  by  the  Four  Masters,  succeeded  Feidb> 
iug  from  such  elements,  lint  it  must  midh  on  the  throne  of  Munster  hi  845. 
be  evident  to  any  one  knowing  Gaelic,  and  was  slain  in  849 — the  real  dates 
who  understand»  even  a  little  of  the  being  850  and  854,  for,  as  before  staled, 
etymological  system  upon  which  words  it  has  been  proved  that  these  trathfhl 
arc*  formed  cither  in  that,  or  any  antiouaries  had  somehow  lost  fife  yean 
other  laiiipiagv,  that  no  such  word  as  of  the  exact  time  about  this  epoch. 
either  Oirdnidhc  (Oardnee),  Oirnidhc  Olcubar  was  the  immediate  successor 
or  Oirnighe  (Onruee),  the  several  ways  of  Feidlimidh,  who  assumed  the  throe» 
in  which  Aedh's  surname  is  spelled,  of  Munster  in  818,  and  was  hnsflftf 
could  result  from  any  amalgamation  the  immediate  successor  of  Artri. 
of  fuel  i  element*  as  dorn  and  droch.  "  Eight  Hundred  and  TV'-wty.  -TVt 
Homo  less  monstrous  derivation  must  editor's  MSS.  are  not  in  accord  with 
then  be  «night  for  Oirnighe.  one  another  here.    One  gives  Use  dale 

M  Á .  D.  795  to  A.  D.  H 54.    Neither  829.  another  835.  As  alt  the  asscrtiosi 

those  dati^s.  tmr  this  heading  are  in  the  in  the  text  could  be  true  with  neither 

original.    The  dates  are  given  to  pre-  of  these,  for  Aedh  Oirnighe  had  ben 

vent  the  reader  from  being  confused  undoubtedly,  then  some  years  dead,  tkl 

by  the  vagueness  of  Dr.  Keating*»  ac-  date  820  has  been  adopted  at  the  least 

count  of  the  first  arrival  of  the  North*  objectionable. 
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C  Munster,  that  these  invaders  made  their  first  descent  upon 
■eland.  Here  is  what  it  Bays;  "  From  the  arrival  of  St  Patrick 
:>  the  time  of  Feidlimidiue,  King  of  Momonia,  thirty-three  kings 
jmí  Jeigned  in  Hibernia  during  a  period  of  four  hundred  years, 
tat  in  the  days  of  Fedlimkhus,  the  Norvecienceei  under  the 
ominand  of  Tiirgesius,  seized  upon  this  land.11*  Others  relate 
bat  it  was  when  Artri,  son  of  Cathal,  was  in  the  sovereignty  of 
funster  that  the  Lochlannaigh  first  began  to  invade  Ireland  for 
he  purpose  of  plunder.  And  this  assertion  is  true,  but  never- 
hfilefls,  they  did  not  then  take  possession  of  any  part  of  the 
ocmtry,  though  they  committed  gr^at  ravages  therein.  True, 
Imx  is  what  the  Polychronicon  relates,  where  it  says,  that  it  was 
riuJst  Feidlimidh,  son  of  Crimthann,  was  King  of  Munster,  that 
he  tyrant  Turgesius,  who  reduced  Ireland  to  slavery  during  his 
ime,  arrived  in  this  land.  It  is  true,  also,  for  those  who  say, 
bat  the  Lochlannaigh  arrived  in  Ireland  during  the  time  that 
31oobar  was  in  the  sovereignty  of  Munster;  but  the  people  that 
ibfsn  arrived  were  the  Dainfir*  (Dannir),  that  is,  the  IJanefc  from 
Dtnia  or  Denmark;  and  it  is  these  people  that  are  called  Dubh- 
Gthenti  (Duv-yenttyth&t  is  Black  Gentiles,  and  Dubh-Lochlannaigh 
in  the  ancient  historic  books,  in  which,  likewise,  the  Fhm-Lócn- 
buuuúgh,  or  natives  of  Norwegia,  are  called  also  Finn-Ghenti 
(Fmn-yentt\  that  is,  Fair  Gentiles. 

The  reader  must  here  be  made  aware  that  the  term  Lochlan- 
naigh is  not  the  distinctive  name  of  the  men  of  any  particular 
tribe  or  nation  upon  earth :  for  Lochlannach  (or  Lócnlonnach), 
the  same  thing  as  "  Strong  Man  of  the  Sea  ;*•  because 


*  Ab  adventu  sancti  Patricii  usque  ex  port  facto,  as  the  latter  would  be  if 

ad  Feidlimidii  regis  Momoniee  tempora,  it  were  offered.    He  holds  that  the  ad- 

triginta  tres  repcs  per  quadringentos  jective,  lonn,  enters  into  no  part  of  the 

aanoe  in  Hibernia  regnaverunt  tempore  composition  of  the  name  in  question, 

astern  ;  Feidlimidii  regis,  Norvecjenses  but  that  it  is  formed  by  the  addition 

dnceTurgesio,  terram  nanc  occuparunt  of  the  termination  ach  to  Lochlann,  the 

0  Dainfir ;  that  is  the  Fir,  i.  c.  the  genitive  case  of  Lodilainn  or  Lochia, 

Men  of  Dania.     The  word  is  also  just    as   Erenn-ach,    Alban-ach,  Ma- 

written  Danair.  mann-ach  and  Brethn-ach  (contracted 

m  Strong  Man  ofthiSea.  This  ety-  from  Bretan-ach,)  Ac.,  are  formed  from 
mology  is  plausible.  There  can  be  no  the  respective  genitive  cases  of  Eri, 
doubt  but  that  the  Lochlannaigh  were  Alba,  Mana,  and  Bretain,  that  is,  from 
"  Strong  Men  of  the  Sea."  By  an  Erenn,  Alban,  Manann,  Brctan.  In  all 
equally  plausible  etymology,  Lochlainn,  these  cases  the  letters  n  and  nn,  are 
the  name  of  their  native  country,  not  the  final  letters  of  the  second  radi- 
might  be  said  to  be  the  same  as  Lake-  cal  component  part  of  a  composite 
land,  or,  poetically,  Sea-land,  for  the  word,they  are  merely  introduced  in  con- 
land  around  the  Baltic  might  not  in-  sequence  of  the  accidents  of  grammati- 
appropriately  be  called  the  Land  of  cal  declension  to  which  Eri,  Alba,  &c., 
either  Lakes,  or  of  sea  loughs.  But  belong.  It  would  be  absurd  to  sup- 
the  editor  holds,  that  Keating's  deriva-  pose  the  fortuitous  collocation  of  the 
tion  of  the  name  is  as  arbitrary,  and  as  tetters — rennach,  banach,  mannach,  and 
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lonn  is  the  same  as  latdir,  that  is,  strong,  and  loch  is  the  same  as 
f airge  (Jargui),  that  is,  the  sea.    And  therefore,  because  the 

tanach,  liave  any  distinct  meanings  in  Poll,  Ac,  where  the  Irish  sat  Crtci, 
these  examples,  and  it  is  iust  as  absurd  Cul,  4c.  Thus  it  is  not  improbable  to 
to  suppose  that  lannaeh  or  lonnach,  suppose    the  ancient    Irian   likewise 
whichever  it  be,  has  any  such  in  the  transmuted  the  P  in  Lap  into  l\  as 
word  Lochlann-ach.    The  primary  root  they  did  that  letter  in  so  many  other 
of  the  word  must  be  sought  in  the  form  words.     At  all  events,  the  root  of 
Lochia.    This  form  might  indeed  be  Lochlainn  is  as  likely,  from  analogy,  to 
derived  from  the  Gaelic  root  loch,  and  be  Lap  as  Loch. 
have  been  figuratively  applied  to  the        Lochlannaigh,  then,  may  be  the  gen- 
native  country  of  those  sons  of  the  eric  name  of  some  people,  not withstand- 
(fírcai)  lake,    the    Northmen   of  the  ing  the  authority  of  I)r.  Keating,  and 
Middle  Ages.    But  we  see  by  Gaelic  that  of  the  Bardic  etymologists  whom  he 
traditions,  that  this  region  had  been  follows,  though  it  may  not  have  been 
called    Lochia,    or    Lochlainn,  long  the  true  name  of  that  Teutonic  race,  to 
ages  before  Scandinavia  became  fa-  whom  the  Gaels  applied  it  in  the  8th, 
mous  for  its    Sea  Kings,  and,  per-  9th  and  10th  centuries,  and  to  whose 
haps,  long   ages    before   either  they,  descendants  they  still  continue  to  apply 
or  any  of  their  kindred  Gothic    or  it.    The  editor  does  not  here  pretend 
Teutonic    tribes,    hod    reached    the  to  prove  that  Lochlainn  means  the 
shores  of  the  western  ocean.   Such  bo-  country  of  the  Lads,  or  Laplander!, 
ing  the  case,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  To  do  so  would  rcauire  evidence  far 
suggest  that  the  Gaelic  word  loch,  a  more  conclusive  ana  direct  than  any 
lake,  may  have  had  no  relation  at  all  to  now  adduced.     But   he  does   think 
the  name,  and  that,  perhaps,  its  real  that   he  has  made  a  suggestion  in 
root  does  not  even  exist  in  the  Gaelic  strict  accordance  with  scientific  phfl- 
tongue.     If  so,  it  might  be  inferred  ology,  that  any  learned  inquirer  into 
from  etymological  analogy,  that  the  the  primeval  distribution  of  the  van 
form  Lap  or  Lappt,  may  possibly  be  its  ous  tribes  of  men  over  Europe, 
true  root,  aud  that  Locfila    is  but  a  deem  not  untenable,  and  one  wants 
Gaelic  version  of  the  name  of  the  coun-  the  support  of  a  few  corrohorati 
try  of  the  Lap*,  or  Laplanders,  who,  facts  to  establish  its  certainty.     If 
the  editor  thinks,  hud  been  the  first  in-  so  established,  it  will  fully  account " 
habitants  of  that  region  with  whom  the  very  early  occurrence  of  the 
the  Gaels  come  in  contact.  It  has  been  Lochlainn,  in    Irish    history. 
shown  heretofore  (sec  note  59,  p.  307)  Lochlannaigh  (in  the  singular  number*- 
that  the  Gaels  frequently  used  the  let-  Lochlannach,)    means    the    M  S 
tcr  C  in  certain  words,  where  other  na-  Men  of  the  Sea,"  ho  trusts  that  nc 
tions  used  the  letter  P.  Thus  the  Lat-  who  has  considered  the  desinence  o 
ins  said,  1,  Poena  a  fine;  2,  Ps,  a  the  5th  declension  of  Irish 
foot ;  3,  Pluma,  a  feather ;  4,  Paseha,  as  laid  down   (pp.'  105,  106)  in 
the  Easter  ;  5,  Pulex,  a  fly ;  G,  Phnto,  Irish    grammar  of  the    learned  Dr 
I  plant ;    7,  Iapi%  a  stone  ;    8,  Sep-  O'Donovan,  will  henceforth  maintain. 
tern,  seven  ;    9,  purpur,  purple,  &c,  The  etymology  of  this  name  has 
where  the  Gaels  said,  1,  Cam ;  2,  Cos ;  dwelt  longer  upon  than  its  im 
3,  Chimh;  4,  Caisc;  5,  Cuil;  6,  Clan-  or  interest  to  the  general  re» 
daim  ;  7,  he ;  8,  sccht ;  9.  corcor.    The  seem  to  merit ;  but  the  editor,  who 
Cumbri  or  Welsh  say,  1,  Pen,  a  head  ;  devoted  some  time  to  what  may  b* 
2,  Pcdtcar,  four ;  3,  Plant,  children  ;  4,  called  the  anatomical  stotry  of  bflt- 
map,  a   son ;    5,  Prydain.    Britain ;  guage,  has  thought  it  not  useless  to 
where  the  Gaels  say,  1,  Cenn  ;  2,  Cc-  clear  away  a  generally  received  ftuls- 
thair ;  3,  Cland  and  Clann ;  4,  Mac  ;  cy,  which  has,  as  he  thinks,  already  W 
5,  Cruithtn  (as  in  Cruithen-tuath,  Pict  more  than  one  leaned  and  sdenasc 
land,)  Ac.     The  English   say  Prey,  inquirer  far  away  from  the  truth. 
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aiatives  of  those  countries,  that  lie  in  the  north  of  Europe,  were 
Jbr  some  time,  strong  and  powerful  in  Ireland,  the  Gaels  named 
*them  Lochlannaigh  or  Strong  Men  of  the  Sea,  by  reason  of  the 

Skt  dominion  they  had  acquired  over  the  Gaelic  nation,  a» 
1  be  explained  hereafter  on  the  authority  of  the  book  which 
ia  entitled  Cogadh  Gall  re  Gaedhalaibh  {Cuggah  OauU  ray  Gay- 
Hv\ot  the  War  of  the  Strangers  with  the  Gaels. 

Here  follows  an  abridged  summary  of  that  history. 

It  was  whilst  Aedh  Grinighe  was  monarch  over  Ireland,  and 
-whilst  Artri,  son  of  Cathal,  was  king  of  Monster,  that  the  Gauls, 
"that  is,  the  Lochlannaigh,  landed  at  Caein-Inis,  in  Ui  Bathach,M 
and  with  a  force  composed  of  the  crews  of  sixty  ships,  they  rav- 
aged the  neighboring  territories,  and  plundered  and  burned  Inis, 
Xftfrwmn^  and  Dar-inis.  But  the  Eoganacht  of  Loch  Lein  gave 
ihem  a  battle,  and  slew  four  hundred  and  sixteen  of  the  foreign- 
en  therein. 

Another  fleet,  which  was  manned  by  Finn-Lochlannaigh,  that 
is,  by  the  men  of  Norwegia,  arrived  in  Ireland,  during  the  sec- 
ond year  after  the  assumption  of  the  kingdom  of  Munster  by 
Peidlimidh,  son  of  Grimthann,  and  on  that  occasion  they  pil- 
laged and  burned  Inis  Emhin,  Gluain  Uamha,  Bos  Maeilenn, 
ana  Sgelg  Michil. 

Tfcey  arrived  with  another  fleet  upon  the  northern  coast  of 
Ireland,  and  there  plundered  Bennchor  of  Uladh,  killed  its  bishop 
and  its  men  of  learning,  and  broke  the  shrine  of  St  Oomgall.*1 

A  third  fleet  of  the  same  folk  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Ui  Kinn- 
selaigh,  and  its  crews  plundered  Tech  Munna,  Tech  Moling,  and 
Inis  TeQC.  They  thence  marched  into  Osraide,  and  were  ravag- 
ing that  territory,  when  the  Osraidigh  engaged  them  in  a  battle, 
wherein  seven  hundred  and  seven  of  the  Lochlannaigh  were  slain. 
They  laid  waste  and  plundered  Dun  Derg-muighe,  Inis  Eoghan- 
ain,  Desiort,  TibraidandLis-mor,  Kell-Molasi,  Glen-da-loch,  Cluain 
Iraird,  Cluain-Mor  of  St  Maedog,  Scrin-Coluim-Killi,  Daimliag 
of  St  Kiaran,  and  Slainni  and  Kella  Sali,  and  Cluain  Uamha, 
and  Mungarid,  and,  in  fine,  the  greater  number"  of  the  churches 
of  Ireland  were  plundered  and  burned  by  them. 

•  Ui  Rathach.    Now  the  barony  of  men  of  Connamara,  with  great  slaugh- 

Iveragh  in  Kerry.    This  invasion  took  ter. 

place  in  812.     Cobthach,  son  of  Mael-  *'  Shrine    of  St.   Comgall.     Benn- 

dain,  was  the  chieftain  who  commanded  choir  was  plundered  in  the  year  824. 

the  Eoganacht  of  Loch  Lein  (afterwards  The  relics  of  St.  Oomgall  were  shaken 

called  the  O'Moriarties)  in  this  victory  from  their  shrine  by  the  invaders,  bnt 

over  the  foreigners.    The  men  of  Urn-  they  were  afterwards    collected  and 

hall,  now  the  Owles  in  Mayo,  defeated  brought  to  Aentrobh,  now  the  town  of 

another  body  of  the  invaders  within  Antrim. 

this  same  year.    The  Northmen,  how-  *  The  greater  number,  fyc.    It  must 

ever,  then  defeated  the  Conmacni,  or  not    be   understood,  that   all    these 
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«expelled  the  Primate,  Forannan,"  and  his  clergy,  from  Ard-Ma- 
«ha»  as  we  have  heretofore  stated,  and  that  had.  fixed  himself  in 
-fche  primatial  seat,  up  to  the  time  when  he  was  made  captire  bjr 
Jiaolsechlainn,  by  whom  he  was  drowned  in  Loch  Aninn,  m 
"we  shall  relate  hereafter. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  Aedh  Oirnighe  over  Ireland,  that  Inis 
Phatricc,"  and  many  of  the  other  islands  that  lie  between  Ireland 
and  Alba,  were  plundered  by  the  men  of  Lochlain. 

It  was  during  the  same  period  that  the  rent  of  St  Patrick  was 
fixed  upon  the  people  or  Connaught  by  Gormgalj  son  of  Sin- 
dathach/1  About  the  same  period,  Aedh  Oirnighe  made  a 
partition  of  Meath"  between  the  two  sons  of  Donncadh,  son  of  ■ 
Damnall,  namely,  Concobar  and  OlilcL  Then,  also,  Aei-Ooluim- 
Kifli,"  in  Alba,  was  burned  by  the  Lochlannaigh;  and  Leinster 
was  ravaged  twice*4  within  the  space  of  one  month  by  Aedh 

•  Fomnnan.  The  Archbishop  of  ■  J$i  Coluim  KiilL  The  date  of 
Armagh,  in  835,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  burning  of  the  monastery  of  St 
the  Northmen.  He  had  been  translated  Oolumkille,  in  Iona,  is  802.  It  was 
thither  from  the  Abbacy  of  Batb-mio*  again  plundered  in  806,  and  sixty  of 
Makis.  lie  removed  thence  to  Killdara,  its  clergy  were  then  slain. 

where  he,  with  all  the  congregation  of  M  Lenuter  ravaged  twice.    aAJ). 

8t  Patrick  was  next  year  made  prisoner  799  (correctly  804.)    The  7th  year  of 

by  Peidlimidh,  king  of  Monster,  who  Aedh.     The  devastation  of  Lobster 

then  forced  the  exiled  prelate  to  do  twice  in  one  year  by  the  Ui  Neill,  of 

him  homage.  which  it  was  said, 

•  Init Phadraig.    " A. D. 793,  (cor-         MA    ...  __     A  _      . 

wcttr,  798.)    The  firstyear  of  Aedh  ^iíÍ^Íol^^ 

Oirdnide.     Inis  Padraig  was  burned  i^  or  did  the  royal  piaadem  *•■•• 

b?  the  foreigners,  and  they  bore  away  Until  be  !•*  that  land  in  dearth* 

the  shrine  of  Dachonna  (St.  Dachon-         *  *  n        A      iA.  #  T    i     j 

na,)  and  they  also  committed  many  do-        A  fnl!  "«*»  of  the  men  of  Ireland 

predations  between  Eri  and  Alba."-  T» T  "S • 7    V     hcBmarclí 

íbur  Master*.     Inis  Phadraig,  now  «J  to  Dun  Cua.r,  on  the  confines  of 

Patrick's  Island,  lies  near  Skerries,  ^cath  and    Leinster    whither   came 

co   Dublin  Cormac,  Comarba  of  St  Patrick  (i.  e. 

'"  Gorm'gal^nofDindathach.    He  I'rimftte  of  Ireland )  having  the  clex- 

succeeded  u  Archbishop  of  Armagh  **  of  "Wf"»  tt  °,n»  ™&  him-    lt 

in  785.-(F*ur  Master,.)   The  Annuls  was  not  P **?»*  *°,.the  cler87  *?  go  on 

of  Ulster  record  that  he  established  «V  expedition.    1  hey  compteined  of 

the  law  of   St  Patrick  over  Con-  ^Tu^^T^  ^V™*  ^8"? 

naught  in  798.     He  is  not  named  that  he  woald  abide  bv  the  award  of 

amcTngst  the  Archbishops  of  that  See  F?íh.adh  na  Canomejthe  Canon«t)  on 

in  thTcataloguesthat  have  been  print-  7h,.ch  occasion  lothadh  passed  the 

ed  L  decision  by  whieh  he  exempted  the 

-  Meatk.     A.  D.  797,    (correctly    *£&  of  irP,an?  for  f  er £°m ."*+ 
802.)       Aedh    Oirdnide    went    into    «litious  and  hostings,  when  he  said : 

Meath,  and  divided  it  between  the  two  «  The  ebnreh  of  God,  wbo  Ht«s 
sons  of  Donncadh,  namely,  Concobar  Let  her  rest;  waste  her  not; 

andOlild.    Olild  was  slain  the  year  %£$%&£'""'' 

following  by  Concobar,  in  a  battle." —  Let  ail  who  are  true  monk*. 

Four  Mater,.    They  were  the  sons  of  $£&&£&&&£*. 

the  last  King.  Ai  fclthftil  •emntioiicM. 
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Oirnighe,  king  of  Ireland.  In  the  year  following,  there  was 
great  thunder"  and  lightning  in  Ireland,  which  came  on  shortly 
after  the  feast  of  St  Patrick.  On  this  occasion  one  thousand  and 
ten  people,  both  men  and  women,  were  destroyed  between  Corca- 
baskin  and  the  sea.  And  a  quantity  sufficient  to  support 
twelve  cows  of  the  land  of  that  territory  was  overwhelmed  by 
the  passing  of  the  sea  over  it ;  and  Inis  Fitha*  split  up  into  throe 
divisions.  It  was  about  that  time  that  Aedh  Oirnighe  marched, 
attended  by  a  numerous  host,  to  Dun  Cuair,"  in  Leinster,  an 
there  made  a  partition  of  the  principality  of  Leinster  betwee 
the  two  Muredachs,  namely,  Muredacn,  son  of  Brann,  and  Mur 
edach,  son  of  Buadrach.  After  this,  Inis  Muredaigh*  was  burne 
by  the  LochlannaigL     It  was  about  this  time,  also,   that  the 


same  people  committed  great  slaughter  upon  the  men  of  Urn- 
lial ;"  ana  it  was  then  that  Edirsgeol,w8on  of  Kellach,  bishop  of 
Jlenn-da-loch,  died.  After  these  events,  Aedh  Oirnighe,  fcng 
■)f  Ireland,  was  slain  by  Maclcanaigh  in  the  battle  of  Da-ferta.r 

CONCOBAB,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  827."  Concobar,"  son  of  Donncadh,  son  of  Domnall, 
>f  Murcadh,  son  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Armedach  Caech,  son 


AU  «oidJers  from  that  out,  •  Inu  Muredaigh.     Now 

W2Z££tid*&*.  murry,  off  the  coast  of  Slip.     1W 

Great  Aedh,  from  Niaii  sprung.  burning  of  the  monastery  of  this  Hfairf. 

J?-!? Jíi7«? of  MgM'  who8°  rain8  »tiU  <*«*» happened  in  the 

It  errs  on  neither  bide ;  0rtW        ▼»        r*         rr"*»  ^J^ 

In  bis  own  calling  each  year    807.       R08    Comsin.  HOW    Bofr 

Shall  without  murmur  work."  commou,  was  attacked  the  »*w  year. 
After  this,  Aedh  Oirnide  wont  to        •  The  men  of  UmhalL    These  people 

the  king  of  leinster,  and  obtained  his  had  defeated  their  Norse  mraaera  m 

fall  demand  from  him. — Fmir  Masters.  812,  but  were  themselves  routed  with 

Thus  did  the  sage  exempt  the  clergy  great  slaughter  in  813,  on  which  oc- 

from  military  duty.  casion  Dunadach,  Lord  of  TJmhsJI,  sad 

*  Great  thunders,  Ac.  This  is  re-  Cosgrach,  son  of  Flannabrat,  wsw 
corded  as  having  happened  also  in  the  slain.  The  chief  family  of  the  men  of 
year  804.  Umhall  afterwards  took  the  name  of 

•  Inis  Fitha.  "  According  to  the  O'Mailli,  now  O'Malley.  Their  aw- 
tradition  in  the  country,  this  is  the  now  ritory  comprised  the  present  baroma 


of  the 

Ibrickan  belonged  formerly  to  Corca  Two  Graves,  or  of  the  Two  Miracles. 

Baskin."—  O'D.  Ita  situation  is  unknown  to  the  ««tor. 

91  Dun-Cuirr.     *'  It  is  now  called  In  the  same  year  of  Aedh*  death, 

Ilath  Cuair,  in  English.  Rathcore.  a  the  shrine  of  St  Patrick  was  takes 

%mali  village  lying  in  the  barony  of  into  Connaught  by  Archbishop  Artri. 

Moyfcnrath,  County  Meath,  and  not  son  of  Concooar. 

t':ir  from  the  confines  of  ancient  Loin-  n  818. 

<tcrwith  Meath."— /rf.    Tho  division  n  OoiroomamlL 
above  recorded  took  place  in  805. 
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Ooóáll  Guthbinn,  son  of  Snibni,  son  of  Colman  Mor,  son  of 
Dittinaid,  son  of  Fergus  Kerbeol,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  fourteen  years. 

'It  was  in  the  reign  of  this  Goncobar  that  Coroach  and  Inis- 
Dttfanldi"  were  pillaged  by  the  Lochlannaigh.  It  was  during  the 
same  reign  that  the  Bent  of  St  Patrick  was  established  over 
Mtmftter,  by  Feidlimidh,  son  of  Grimthann,  and  by  Artri,  son 
of  Concobar,™  and  it  was  also  this  same  Artri  that  established  the 
Benttxf  St  Patrick  over  Connaught"  Then  it  was  that  Benn» 
cfyoir"  and  Dun-da-leth-glaaM  were  plundered  by  the  Lochlan- 
nujlt»  and  that  Magh-bili  was  burned,  with  its  oratories. 
.  E  was  about  this  time  that  Muredach,  son  of  Eocaidh,  was 
king  of  Ulidia.  It  was  then,  also,  that  the  destruction  of 
4*""^  Taltenn,  in  which  great  numbers  fell,  was  riven  to  the 
Qttenga,"  by  Concobar,  son  of  Donncadh,  king  of  Ireland.  The 
Lochlannaigh,  also,  then  gained  a  great  victory  over  the  Lein- 
stannen,  at  Drum  óonnla  *  at  whicn  place  fell  Conaing,  son  of 
Cucongelt,  king  of  the  Fotharta,  and  a  great  many  others  were 
alain  there  likewise.    Soon  after  this,  Ard^Macha"  was  plund- 

M  tm  Daimhli.     Info  Daimhli,  re-    in  825.  The  Ulidians,  howerer,  fought 

oofded  by  the  Irish  annals  as  having  the  ravage»  on  Magh-inis,  (Lecale  hi 

been  burned  by  foreigners  at  the  same  Down),  and  defeated  them  withalangb» 

ttae  With  Corcach,  or  Cork,  in  the  ter. 

tfcfcrg  year  of  Concobar's  reign.    Arch-       *  Galenga.    The»  were  the  inhabit- 

dai  Uriahs  that  this  Inis  Daimhli  was  ants  of  Galenga  Mor,  now  Morgplkm, 

the  ancient  name  of  Cape  Clear  Island,  in  Meath.    This  event  happened  in  the 

Dr.  ODonovan,  however,  thinks  that  8th  year  of  Concobar.  In  the  same  year 

it  was  a  place  now  called  Inch,  in  the  took  place  the  destruction  of  the  Aen- 

barony  of  Shclmaliere,  in  Wexford.  ach  Colmain,  or  Fair  of  Colman,  held 

n  Artri,  Son  of  Concobar.    "  A.  D.  npon  the  Curragh  of  Kildare,  where 

322.    The  law  of  Patrick  was  pro-  the  royal  fair  and  sports  of  Leinster 

mulgated  overMunster,  by  Feidlimidh,  were  wont  to  be  hela. 
k>d  of  Crimthann,  anil  by  Artri,  son        "  Drum   Conla.    The  8th  year  of 

>f    Concobar,    Archbishop    of    Ard  Concobar.     The  destruction  of  Dun 

Ifacha." — Four  Masters.    He  was  the  Laighen,   at  Drain,  by    the   pagans, 

>rother  of  tbc  King  of  Oirghialla.  where  Conaing,  son  of  Cucongelt,  lord 

w  Connauzlit.     "  A.  D.  824.    The  of  the  Fortuatha,  was  slab,  with  many 

7th  year  of  Concobar.    The  law  of  others. 

Patrick  was  promulgated  through  the        **  Ard  Mocha  plundered.    This  is  the 

hree  divisions  of  Conn  aught  by  Artri,  first  plundering  of  Armagh,  already 

ion  of  Concobar,  i.  e.  Bishop  of  Ard  referred  to,  and  which  happened  in  832. 

tfacha." — O'D.  The  same  year  is  recorded  the  plunder- 

"  Benndioir.    It  was  plundered  in  ing  of  Daimlaig   (Duliagj,  and    the 

Í24,  when  its  oratory  was  broken,  and  tribe  of  the  Kiannachta,  with  all  their 

he  relics  of  St.  Comgali  shaken  from  churches,  by  the  foreigners.    Olild,  son 

heir  shrine.  of  Colgan,  was  taken  prisoner  by  them. 

n  Dun-da-leth-glas,  now  Down.  This  The  plundering  of  Lughmagh  (LouthV 

•ccurred  the  year  after  the  plundering  aud  Mucsnamh  (now  Mukuoe),  and  Ui 

f  Bennchoir.  The  plundering  of  Magb-  Meath  (in  Monaghan),  and  Druinvmic- 

>ili  took  place  the  same  year,  that  is,  h  Ua  Blae  (in  the  north  of  Meath), 
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ered  by  the  Lochlannaigh ;  and  within  one  month  after  that» 
Lugt-magh,  and  the  tribes  of  the  Kiannacta,  and  IAa-mor,"  with 
all  their  churches,  were  laid  waste  by  these  ravagers." 

Up  to  this  time  there  had  been  four  chief  schools  in  Ireland, 
viz  :  a  school  in  Ard-Macha,  in  which  there  were  seven  thousand 
students — according  to  an  ancient  roll  which  has  been  discovered 
at  Oxford;  a  school  in  Caisel,  (Cashel);  a  school  in  Dun-da-lcth- 
glas  ;  and  a  school  in  Lis-mor.  And  besides  these  many  other 
colleges  had  flourished  in  Ireland  up  to  the  present  time ;  but 
these  were  now  either  interrupted  or  destroyed. 

At  length  Concobar,  son  or  Donncadh,  King  of  Ireland,  died. 

NIALL  CALLI,    ARD-RIOH. 

A.  D.  839."    Niall"  Calli,  son  of  Aedh  Oirnighe,  son  of  Niall 
Frasach,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
for  fifteen  years.      The  following  is  the  reason  why  he  was 
called  Niall  Calli.     One  day  he  happened  to  arrive  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  which  is  called  Callainn'1  or  Calli,  attended  by  a 
■royal  and  numerous  host  of  cavalry.     Thereupon  a  gilla  belong- 
ing to  his  household  went  before  them  to  try  if  the  river  were 
fordable,  and  he  was  drowned  therein.     The  king  commanded 
those  who  stood  near  him  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  gilla,  but  he 
found  no  one  hardy  enough  to  attempt  it.     Upon  this  he  rushed 
himself  on  horseback  towards  the  river,  but  as  he  was  about 
plunge  into  the  current,  the  bank  broke  from  beneath  him. 
both  he  and  his  horse  fell  headlong  into  the  flood,  and  he 
then  swept  awajr  and  drowned.     A  prophecy  was  fulfilled 
this  event,  because  it  had  been  foretold  for  him,  that  he  shouí 
meet  his  death  by  bein^  drowned  in  the  River  Callainn. 
such  is  the  reason  why  he  has  been  called  Niall  Calli. 

and  of  other  churches  by  them  also,  that  career  of  bloodshed  and  plunder.». 

Tuathal,  son  of  Ferodach,  was  carried  which  ha?  caused  Dr.  Keating,  on  the7 

off  by  the  foreigners,  and  the  shrin9  of  authority  of  Cambremii  and  the  Poly— 

Adainnan  was  taken  from  Domnach  chrouicon,  to  set  him  down  at  tyraafe 

Maiglien  (now  the  church  of  Moguo,  of  Ireland,  and  give  him  a  place  anraunr 

county  Monaghan). — FourMaxtcrs.  its  monarchs. 

"  Lis-mor  plundered.    This  scat  of       M  A.D.  832.    Four  Matters. 
piety  and  learning  was  plundered  dor-       •  Niall  IN.    He  reigned  but  tUr- 

uur  the  next  year  (833),  as  was  the  teen  years,  according  to  other  acooaati. 

episcopal  church  of  Rath  Lurigh,  in  "O'Hahcrty  places  the  acoeanoa  of 

the  present  county  of  Deny.  this  king  at  833,  which  is  the  tm 

•  It  was  not  until  the  present  reign  year." — 07). 
that  the  Northmen  invaded  Ireland       "  CaBamn.    There  wore  three  man 

on  an  extensive  scale.    It  was  during  of  this  name.  The  Callainn»  now  eaU 

this  period,  also,  that  Turgeis  (Tur-  the  King's  River,  in  the  coanty  of 

gaishl,  or  Turgcsius,  as  his  name  has  Kilkenny,  is  mast  probably  the  oaf  fa 

been  Latinized,  must  hare  commenced  which  Niall  was  drowned. 
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it  was  in  the  reign  of  this  king,  that  Diarmaid,  son  of  To- 
■láhach,  King  of  Connaught  died.  It  was  during  it,  also,  that 
&e  Lochlannaigh  burned  Loch  Bricrenn,"  against  Gongalach,  son 
rffiocaidh,  whom  they  slew  upon  that  occasion. 

Niall  Calli,  King  of  Ireland,  marched  into  the  territory  of  the 
boinstermen,  with  a  numerous  host,  for  the  purpose  of  appoint- 
ag  a  king  oyer  them,  namely,  Bran,  son  of  Faelan.  After  that 
Berna  Mor,  of  St  Maedog,  was  plundered  by  the  men  of  Loch* 
«inn,  and  Mungarid  and  many  others  of  the  churches  of  Ormond 
rare  then  burned  by  them  ;■  and  they  plundered  Kill-dara,"  in 
like  manner. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  sixty  ships  from  the  land  of 
the  Northmen  arrived  upon  the  river  Boinn,  and  forty 
ships  upon  the  river  Lin.  These  fleets  devastated  Magh 
lift,  (Moy-Liffey\  now  called  the  county  of  Ath-cliáth,  (Aw- 
Ckiak,)  and  Magh  Breagh  {Moy-Breaw),  and  Pine  Gall," 
(Fmni  Gait),  pillaging  both  churches,  and  duns,  and  farmsteads. 
After  this,  the  Lochlannaigh  gained  a  victory  at  Inber-na-m- 
baic*  over  all  the  Ui  Neill,"  from  the  Sinainn"  to  the  sea,  and 
there  an  untold  multitude  was  slaughtered,  but  the  principal 
chiefs  escaped.**  Inis  Keltrach,  and  Cluain-mic-Nois,  and  all  the 
churches  of  Loch  Erni,  were  next  burned  by  the  Lochlannaigh. 

*  Loth  Bricritm,  now  called  Lough-  of  Fingal,  county  Dublin.  The  name 
hrkfrtond,  a  small  town  in  the  county  of  m  prematurely  used  in  this  instance,  as 
Down,  situated  on  a  loch  of  the  same  the  foreigners  had  not  yet  settled  daft- 
ma  It  was  plundered  in  the  first  nitively  therein.  It  then  formed  part 
year  of  Niall,  in  which,  also,  Diarmaid,  of  the  territory  called  Breagh. 

King  of  Connaught,  died.  tl  Inber  na  m-barc,  i.  e.  the  Harbor 

*  u  The  third  year  of  Niall.  Feroa,  or  Estuary  of  the  Barks.  '  It  is  prob- 
Otnsin-Mor-Maedog,  and  Drom-h-Ing,  able,  that  it  was  tho  name  of  the 
were  plundered  by  the  foreigners.  The  mouth  of  the  River  Rath-Inbhir,  near 
burning  of   Mnngarid  by  them,  and  Bray." — O'D. 

other    churches  in  Ormond  by  them  n  Ui  Neill,  i.e.  the    Southern  Ui 

also." — Fuur  Mooters.  Neill  or  tribes  of  Meath. 

m  Kill-dara.  "  A.  D.  835.  The  4th  n  Sinatnn,  otherwise  Sina,  Sena, 
year  of  Niall.  Kill-dara  was  plunder-  and  Senainn,  the  Gaelic  name  of  the 
ed  by  the  foreigners  of  Inber  Deaa  River  Shannon. 
(now  Wicklow),  and  half  tho  church  •*  "A.  D.  836.  The  5th  year  of  Niall 
was  burned  by  them." — Four  Masters.  Calli.  A  fleet  of  sixty  ships  of  Noree- 
Thi8  year  also  Cluain  Mor  Maedog,  i.  e.  men  on  the  Boyne.  Another  fleet  of 
the  Great  Lawn  of  St.  Maedog,  is  re-  sixty  ships  on  the  River  IAflfey.  These 
corded  as  having  been  burned  by  the  two  fleets  plundered  and  spoiled  Magh 
foreigners  on  Christmas  night.  But  Liphthi  and  Magh  Breagh,  both  char- 
there  were  two  religious  establishments  ches  and  habitations  of  men,  and  good» 
of  this  name.  One  of  them  was  situat-  ly  tribes,  and  flocks  and  herds.  A 
ed  at  a  place  now  called  Clonmore,  battle  was  gained  over  them  by  the 
on  the  River  Slancy,  county  Wexford,  men  of  Breagh,  in  Mughdorna  Breagh, 
The  other  is  in  the  barony  of  Kath-  where  six  score  of  the  foreigners  were 
velly,  county  Carlow.  slain.     A  battle  was  gained  by  the 

*  Fini  Gall,  i.e.  the  Nation  or  Tribe  foreigners  at  Inber-na-m-barc,  over  all 
of  the  Foreigners.    Now  the  district  the  Ui  Neill  from  the  Sinainn  to  the 


fliB  HISTORY  OP  IBKLAiffD.  %9B 

•  After  fids,  Tighernach,  King  of  Loch  Gabar,  routed  the  Loch- 
lannaigh, at  Doiri  Disirt  Dachonna ;"  and  it  was  in  that  yeai" 
thai  OTcobar,  Abbot- of  Imlech  Iubair,  assumed  the  sovereignty 
of  Oashel,  and  that  Maelsechlainn,  King  of  Meath,  defeated  the 
Lochlannaigh  at  Oasan  Linni,"  in  Meath,  where  seren  hundred 
of  these  invaders  were  slain.  It  was  about  this  time,  also,  that 
Saxolbh,Ma  chieftain  of  the  men  of  Lochlainn,  was  slain  by  the 
Kiannachta  of  Glenn  GemhiiL  on  which  occasion  a  great 
slaughter  was  made  of  his  followers,  and  that  another  red 
daughter  was  made  of  those  foreigners  at  Es-ruaidh.1  It  was 
after  this  that  Ath-cliath  was  captured1  by  the  Lochlannaigh,  for 
the  first  time. 

About  this  period,  also,  was  born  Cormac,  soil  of  Gulinnan, 
who  afterwards  reigned  for  seven  years  as  King  of  Munster : 
being,  at  the  same  time,  Archbishop  of  Oashel. 

A  battle  was  now  gained  by  the  Lochlannaigh  over  the 
Gonnaughtmen,'  and  in  it  foil  Maelduin,  son  of  Muirgheaa  and 
numbers  of  his  people  together  with  him.  Brann,  son  of  *Pae- 
fan,  King  of  Lemster,  died  about  this  same  time.  After  this, 
the  Lochlannaigh  came  upon  Loch  n-Echach  (Ahágh),  with  a 
large  fleet,4  and  thence  they  plundered  the  possessions  of  the 

*  Doiri-desirt-Dactumna,  L  e.  the  Glen  Given,  ccnmtr  Deny,  in  the  fifth 
Oak  Wood  of  St  Dachoiraa's  Desert  Tear  of  Kiall  (886-837). 
Wspbee  has  not  been  identified.  The  l  E+ruaidh,  how  Aetaroa,  or  Sal- 
battle  was  gained  in  the  second  year  mon's  Leap,  on  the  river  Erne.  Tie 
of  the  reign  of  Maelsechlainn,  being  Norsemen  were  defeated. at  this  phoe 
two  years  after  the  death  of  the  present  daring  the  last-mentioned  year, 
monarch,  and  four  after  the  drowning  *  Ath-cliath  captured.  The  Four 
of  the  pirate  chief  Turgesius.  Keat-  Masters  record  the  first  taking  of  Ath- 
inp  has  thrown  several  events  into  this  cliath,  or  Dublin,  by  the  foreigners, 
reign  that  occurred  in  the  subsequent  under  A.  D.  836,  the  same  year  that 
one,  for  they  could  not  well  be  inserted  they  defeated  the  southern  Ui  Neill, 
in  the  reign  of  thirteen  years  which  he  when  they  had  entered  the  Boyne  and 
has  inconsiderately  assigned  to  the  Liffcy  with  those  large  fleets  which 
tyrant  have  been  already  mentioned. 

*  The  same  year.  Olcobar,  Abbot  *  A  battle  over  the  Cormaughtmen. 
of  Emly,  had  been  already  Kinff  of  This  battle  was  fought  daring  the 
Munstcr  for  a  few  years,  when  the  last-  sixth  year  of  NialTs  reign.  In  the 
mentioned  battle  was  fought ;  for  01-  same  year  there  was  a  royal  conference 
cobar  was  the  immediate  successor  of  between  the  monarch  and  Feidlimidh, 
Feudlimidh,  who  had  retired  to  a  King  of  Munster,  at  Oluain  Oonari 
monastery  a  short  time  previous  to  his  Tomain,  a  place  now  called  Oloncurrv, 
death.  in  the  north  of  Kildare.    It  was  in 

*  Casan  Linni.  A  river  near  Dun-  this  year,  also,  that  Brann,  King  of 
dalk,  county  Louth.     It  was  other-  Leinster,  died. 

wise  called  Amhain  Locha,  and  is  now  4  A  large  fleet.    "  A.  D.  838.   The 

known  as  Lagan.  eighth  year  of  NialL    A  marine  fleet 

m  Saxolbh.    He  was  slain  and  his  of  the  foreigners  took  its  station  on 

followers  routed  by  the  Kiannachta  of  Loch  Eathach  (Lough  Neagh).    The 
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laity  and  the  clergy  of  the  north  of  Ireland;  and  Corcach  and 
Ferna  were  then  burned  by  them  likewise. 

Niall  Calli  at  this  time  marched  with,  a  numerous  army  to 
plunder  and  despoil  the  Fera  Kell/  and  the  Delbna  Ethra ;  and 
it  was  then  that  Murcadh,  son  of  Aedh,  King  of  Connaught, 
died. 

And,  moreover,  it  was  about  this  time  that  the  Lochlannaigh 
built  a  fortress  at  Linn  Duachaill/  whence  the  territory  of  Tebtna 
was  devastated  by  them.  In  like  manner,  they  built  a  fortress 
at  Dubh-linn,7  whence  they  laid  waste  Leinster,  and  Ui  Neill, 
and  all  the  territories  of  the  laity  and  the  clergy,  as  far  as  Sliabh 
Bladma.  After  tin?,  they  pillaged  Cluain  Aidnech,  and  Cluain 
Iraird,  and  Cluain-mic-Nois.  And  a  dun  (a  fortress)  was 
erected  by  Turge.«ius,  the  Lochlannach  chieftain,  upon  Loch 
Ribh.  Then  Cluain-mic-Nois  was  pillaged  again,  and  Cluain 
Ferta  of  St.  Brendan,  and  Tir-da-leth-glas,  and  Lothair,  and 
many  other  cities.  After  these  events,  kiall  Calli,  King  of  Ire- 
land, gave  battle  to  the  Lochlannaigh,  upon  Magh  Itha,  where 
numbers  of  them  were  slain.  And,  soon  after  that,  Niall  was 
drowned  in  Callainn,  as  we  have  heretofore  told. 


churches  and  territories  of  the  north  of  It  is  clear,  by  the  latter  part  of  this 

Ireland  were  burned  by  them.    The  entry,  that  the  rivalry  between  the 

burning  of  Ferna  (FcrnsJ  and  Corcach-  kings  of  Leth  Mogha  and  Leth  Cnim 

mor  (Cork)  by  the  foreigners," — Four  was  not  interrupted  by  the  influx  of 

Matters.  the  Northmen;   in  fact,  neither  the 

8  Ftra  Kelly  usually  written  Feara  hereditary  territories  of  Niall  (the 
Ceall,  now  Fircall,  in  the  King's  northern  Ui  Niall),  nor  of  Feidlimidh 
County.  Niall  marched  against  this  had  as  yet  experienced  orach  of  the 
territory  in  639-840.  fury  of  the  invaders,  whose  principal 

9  Linn  Duacfiaill,  now  Magheralin,  attacks  were  then  directed  against  the 
in  the  County  of  Down,  situated  on  central  province  and  the  coasts. 

the  river  Lagan,  which  was  anciently  Though  the  Four  Masters  state  thai 

called  Casan  Linui,  and  Amhain  Locha,  Niall  gained  a  victory  over  his  rival 

as  already  seen.  "A.  D.  840.  A  fortress  on  this  occasion,  still  the  annals  of 

was  erected  by  the  foreigners  at  Linn  Innisfallen  assert  that  in  824  (which 

Duachaill,  out  of  which  the  territories  corresponds  to  the  year  840  of  the 

and  chunhesofTobtha  were  plundered,  annalists  just  quoted),  Feidlimidh  re* 

Another  fortress  was  erected  by  them  ceived  the  homage  of  Niall,  King  of 

at  Dubh-linn,  out  of  which  they  plun-  Tara,  and   thenceforth   became   sole 

dered  Leinster.  and  the  Ui  Niall,  as  monarch  of  Ireland  to  his  death, 

far  as  Sliabh  Bladma.    An  armv  was  '  Dubh-linn,  L  e.  the  Black    Pool 

led  by  Feidlimidh  to  Carman  ( Wex-  The  modern  name,  Dublin,  is 

ford).      Another  army  was    led    by  from  Dubh-linn  (Doa/in,  or  Duwii 

Niall  to  Magh  Ochtair  (in  Kildare),to  The  present  castle  of  Dublin 

meet  him.  upon  the  site  of  the  ancient 

*  The  croxier  of  Feidlimidh  the  rious  fortress,  whose   erectica  hi 

Wh  loft  behind  among  the  floc-treca,  «yirdtvl 

For  Niall  forced  It  from  fate  gran,  wvuwi. 
In  battle,  by  the  law  of  tworda.* 
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The  tyranny  o/TvRQESixj^JromA.  D.  880,  to^.D.  848. 

Turgesius,  the  Norse  tyrant,  with  his  armies  of  the  men  of 
nn-Lochlainn,  held  supreme  power  in  Ireland  for  thirteen 
after  he  had  previously  been  the  scourge  of  that  country 
r  seventeen  years ;  for  during  that  length  oi  time  had  he  been 
erasing  violence  and  rapine  upon  its  inhabitants.    This  he 
enabled  to  effect  by  the  arrival  of  a  large  fleet,  which  had 
ived  from  Norwegia  to  his  assistance,  and  which  had  come  into 
-Wort  in  the  north  of  Ireland.    By  this  fleet  the  country  was 
devastated,  and  forced  to  deliver  up  hostages.     And  they 
stationed  it  upon  Loch  n-Echach  and  Loch  Ribh,  and  furnished 
it  with  crews  and  provisions,  for  the  purpose  of  committing 
depredations,  as  we  nave  heretofore  related,  and  as  St  Colum- 
Iduie  had  foretold,  in  the  verse  that  has  gone  before.    Berchan 
of  the  Prophecy  also  had  foretold  that  a  tyrant  king  of  the 
nation  of  the  Iíochlannaigh  should  be  over  Ireland,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  Lochlannach  abbot  over  every  church  in 
Ireland.    Here  follows  the  verse  in  which  he  made  that  pre- 
diction: 

"  Then  heathens  shall  come  over  ocean's  wide  wave, 
By  whom  shall  confusion  be  brought  on  the  GaeU, 
And  of  their  race  an  abbot  shall  rale  in  each  church, 
And  of  their  race  a  king  over  Eri  shall  reign." 

But  when  the  nobles  of  Ireland  saw  that  Turgesius  had 
brought  confusion  upon  their  country,  and  that  he  was  assuming 

•  This  heading  is  inserted  by  the  Diarmada  (now  Castledermot),  Birra, 
editor.  The  dates  therein  given  are  the  Saighir  (Seirkieran)  saw  their  monas- 
thirteen  years  during  which  he  hod  teries  pillaged.  One  fleet  of  the  Norse- 
reigned  over  Ireland,  according  to  men  floated  on  the  Boync,  another  was 
Keating,  counted  back  from  the  year  of  stationed  at  linn-Rois,  another  at  Linn 
his  death,  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  Duachaill,  another  on  Linn  Sailech 
of  the  last  monarch,  Niall  Colli ;  for  (now  Lough  S willy),  in  Ulster.  In 
with  his  reign  the  tyranny  of  Turgesius,  A.  D.  842  the  monastery  of  Cluain 
however  far  it  extended,  must  have  Ferta,  of  St.  Brendan,  was  burned  by 
been  nearly  contemporaneous.  Keat-  them.  In  843,  the  foreigners  of  Dub- 
ing's  date  is  not  given  at  the  head  of  lin  marched  to  Cluain-an-Dobair,  in 
the  reign,  because  it  would  throw  the  the  King's  County,  and  burned  the 
events  of  the  ensuing  reigns  too  far  in  fold  of  Kill-Achaidh,  on  which  occa- 
advance  of  the  authentic  Irish  annals,  sion  Nuadath,  son  of  Seigen,  suffered 

In  A.  D.  840  (the  same  year),  oc-  martyrdom  at  their  hands.  Dun  Masg, 

enrred  the  plundering  of  the  monastery  now  called  Dunmase,  was  also  then 

of  Cluain  Aidnech,  now  Clonenagb,  in  plundered  by  them,  where  Aedh,son  of 

Leix,  and  the  destruction  of  the  monas-  Dubdacrioch,  Abbot  of  Ti  r-da-glas  and 

teries  of  Kill-achaidh-droma-fota,  now  Cluain  Aidnech,  was  taken  prisoner, 

Killeigh,  in  Offaly,  and  of  Cluain  Iraird.  and  they  carried  him  into  Munstcr, 

In  A-  D.  841,   Caemhan,  Abbot  of  where  he  suffered  martyrdom  for  the 

linn  Duachaill,  was  burned  by  the  sake  of  God ;  and  Kethernach,  son  of 

foreigners.      Cluain-mic-nois,     Disert  Cudinasy,  Prior   of  Kill-dara,   with 


506  THE  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 

supreme  authority  over  themselves,  and  reducing  them  to  thral- 
dom and  vassalage,  they  became  inspired  with  a  fortitude  of  mind, 
and  a  loftiness  of  spirit,  and  a  hardihood  and  firmness  of  pur- 
pose that  urged  them  to  work  in  right  earnest,  and  to  toil  seal- 
ously  in  battle  against  him  and  his  plundering  hordes. 

Here  follow  some  of  the  defeats*  which  the  Gaels  then  give 
to  these  plunderers,  to  wit : 

The  route  which  the  Dal-g-Cais  (Daul  Gash)  gave  them  at 
Ard  Brecaiu. 

The  battle  where  the  Lochlannach  earl,  Saxolbh,  and  his 
army  were  slaughtered  by  the  Ui  Colgain. 

The  battle  which  Olcobar,  son  of  Kinaedh,  King  of  Munster, 
and  Lorcan,  son  of  Kcllach,  King  of  Leinster,  gained  over  them 
at  Sciath  Ncctainn,  where  Earl  Tomar,  the  tanist  of  the  King 
of  Lochlaiun,  was  slain,  and  where  twelve  hundred  of  the 
warriors  of  his  nation  were  slain  around  him. 

Besides  this,  the  same  Olcobar  and  the  Eoganacht  Caisil  won 
a  victory  over  them  close  by  Cashel,  and  five  hundred  of  them 
were  slain  therein. 

In  the  north,  the  invaders  were  routed  with  slaughter,  at  Es- 
ruadh. 

The  Ui  Fidghcnti  slew  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  them  at 
Dun  Maeili  Tuli. 

Two  hundred  of  them  fell  by  the  tribe  of  the  Kiannachta. 

At  Drum  Dachonna,  two  hundred  and  forty  were  slain  by 
Tighornach,  King  of  Loch  Gabar. 

And,  in  like  manner,  Maeilsechlainn,  son  of  Maelruanaidh, 


many  others,  was  killed  by  them  «lnr-  tion.    In  A.  D.  843,  or  at  farthest  in 

ing  that  plundering  expt-dfiimi.    Then  844,  the  star  of  that  robber  chief  went 

it  was  that  Foraiman,  Primate  of  Ire-  down,  as  is  seen  by  the  following  entries 

land,  was  taken  prisoner,  with  his  relics  which,  with  a  very  slight  discrepancy 

and  people,  at  Cluain  Comharba.  and  in  the  date,  is  confirmed  by  afithe 

corned  l>y  the  pirates  to  their  ships  at  Irish  annals : 

Limerk-k.  "A.  D.  843.    A  battle  was  gained 

An  expedition  was  likewise  made  by  over  the  foreigners  by  the  King,  Niall, 

Turgesiu».  lord  of  the  foreigners,  upon  son  of  Aedh,  in  Magh  Itha,  and  a 

Lough  Rihh.  and  he  plundered  Con-  countless  number  fell.     Targets  was 

nought  ami  Meath,  and  burned  Cluain-  taken    prisoner    by    Maklsbchlub, 

mac-nok  with  its  orationes,  and  Tir-  so*  op  Maklruaicatdh,  aitd  hi  was 

da-*rlas.  Cluain-Ferta,  of  St.  Brendan,  afterwards  drowned  ix  Lock  Uah, 

and  many  others. — See  the  Annu'i  of  throcoii  tdx  xtracle  or  God, 

the  Four  Masters,  the  Anna's  of  Ulster,  Kiarax,  ascd  the  atom  iv  QKsra 

ami  the  Annals  of  Clon-mae-nois,  from  — Four  Mauler*. 

whieh  t!n*e  entries  arc  taken,  in  order  *  Defeats.    These  engagement!  •_«« 

to  brins?  Tnrgeis,  or  Turjrcsius   the  been  either  already  mentioned,  or  wli 

Tyrant,  an  he  is  called,  to  the    culmi-  be  found  under  the  reign  of  Mas)» 

natiug  point  of  his  career  of  devosto*  sechlainn. 
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ling  of  Meath,  routed  their  host  at  the  battle  of  Glas  Linni/in 
hich  fight  one  thousand  seven  hundred  of  the  men  of  Lochlainn 
ere  slain. 

But  though  numerous  were  the  battles  and  conflicts  wherein 
le  Gaels  fought  against  Turgesius  and  his  Lochlannaigh,  still, 
'fcy  means  of  the  greatness  of  his  fleet,  and  of  the  numerous  hosts 
«hat  it  continued  to  bring  oyer  to  his  aid  from  Norwegia,  and 
ter  countries  in  the  north  of  Europe,  it  came  to  pass  that  he 
length  succeeded  in  vanquishing  the  Gaelic  nation,  and  re- 
duced it  to  bondage  and  serfdom  to  himself  and  to  his  Almur- 
«gh." 

OF  THE  THRALDOM11  OF    THE  GJJEIDIL   UNDER    THE    LOCHLAN- 
NAIGH, DOWN  HERE. 

Here  follows  an  abridged  account  of  the  slavery  of  the  Gaels 
Tjeneath  the  joke  of  the  Lochlannaigh,  together  with  tho  rent 
tod  tributes  placed  upon  them  by  these  foreigners,  to  wit:  a 
Loohlannach  jring  over  every  canton  in  Ireland ;  and  a  chief* 
tain  over  every  territory;  and  an  abbot  over  every  church;  and 
a  steward  over  every  townland ;  and  a  soldier  or  buanna  over 
every  homestead.  And  the  man  of  the  house  was  not  allowed 
the  disposal  of  as  much  as  one  egg  of  his  own  property;  and 
though  a  family  owned  but  one  stripper,  they  were  not  allowed 
on  any  night,  to  give  its  milk  to  either  infant  or  child,  but  were 
obliged  to  keep  it  up  for  the  use  of  the  soldier;  and  though  the 
man  of  the  house  owned  but  one  in-calf  cow,  he  was  forced  to 
kill  the  same  for  the  use  of  his  unwelcome  guest,  and,  if  he  could 
not  satisfy  the  latter  therewithal,  he  was  compelled  to  place  his 
inheritance  in  pledge  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  soldier. 
Besides  this,  the  Lochlannaigh  should  either  get  an  ounce  of  gold 
each  year  for  every  man  in  Ireland,  or  they  would  have  the  nose" 

•  Almuraigh,   i.   e.    pirates.     The  here  recounted,  as  part  of  a  universal- 

plnral  of  almurach  (alooragh).  ly  established  system,  most  have  been 

11  Thraldom,  The  account  that  fol-  practised  at  distinct  epochs  and  at  dif- 
Iowb  is  greatly  exaggerated  and  too  ferent  places,  by  various  persons,  and 
universal  in  its  nature.  It  is,  besides,  never  over  any  great  extent  of  the 
probably  borrowed  from  the  foreign  country  at  the  same  time.  The  op- 
writers,  who  invented  the  story  of  the  pression  of  the  Northmen  in  Ireland, 
reign  of  Turgesius  over  Ireland,  which,  consisted  in  ruthless  bloodshed  and 
as  before  stated,  Keating  must  have  plunder,  with  the  destruction  of  the 
borrowed  from  Cambrensis ;  for  the  civilization  then  existing  in  the  land, 
Irish  records,  which  rarely  mention  rather  than  in  permanent  and  legalized 
Turgesius  by  name,  though  sufficiently  domination. 

diffuse  in  recounting  the  ravages  com-        "  Nose.  This  was  called  nose-money, 

mitted  by  his  countrymen,  afford  not  or  nose-gelt,  a  species  of  taxation  to 

the  slightest  grounds  for  making  him,  which    the  Normans   had  previously 

at  any  time,  exercise  an  established  ty-  been  accustomed  in  their  own  coon 

ranny  over  Ireland.    The  oppressions  tries. 
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from  off  bis  face.  Then  no  lord  or  lady  of  the  Irish  was  al- 
lowed to  wear  any  mantles  or  garments,  except  the  cast-off 
clothes  of  the  Lochlannaigh.  It  was  not  allowed  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  letters,  nor  to  live  in  religious  communities,  for  the  Loch- 
lannaigh dwelt  in  the  temples,  and  in  the  duns;  no  scholars,  no 
clerics,  no  books,  no  holy  relics  were  left  in  church  or  monastery 
through  dread  of  them;  neither  bard,  nor  philosopher,  nor  mu- 
sician pursued  their  wonted  professions  in  the  land;  no  daughter 
of  king,  or  lord,  or  chieftain  was  allowed  to  wear  either  silk 
dresses  or  precious  ornaments;  no  son  of  king,  or  of  lord,  was 
allowed  to  receive  instructions  in  feats  of  agility,  in  shooting;  or 
in  any  martial  exercise.  No  banquet  of  feast  was  allowed  to  be 
enjoyed  amongst  friends  until  the  Dainiir  had  first  satisfied  them 
selves  thereof. 

The  result  of  the  heavy  oppre.ssion  of  this  thraldom  of  the 
Gaels  under  the  Lochlannaigh  was,  that  great  weariness  thereof 
came  upon  the  men  of  Ireland,  and  the  few  of  the  clergy  thai 
survived,  had  fled  for  safety  to  the  forests  and  wildernesses, 
where  they  lived  in  misery,  but  passed  their  time  piously  and  de- 
voutly. And  now  these  same  clergy  prayed  fervently  to  God  k 
deliver  them  from  that  tyranny  of  Turgesius,  and,  moreover, 
they  fasted  against  that  tyrant,  and  they  commanded  every  lay 
man  amongst  the  faithful  that  still  remained  obedient  to  then 
voice  to  fast  against  him  likewise.  And  God  then  heard  then 
supplications  in  as  far  as  the  delivering  up  of  Turgesius  into  the 
bands  of  the  Gaels. 


Maelsechlainn's  Daughter — Death  of  Turgesius — Expulsion  of  A 

Foreigners. 

When  Turgesius  was  in  the  possession  of  this  usurped  author 
itv,  and  whilst  the  Gaels  were  yielding  him  an  involuntary  obe 
dience,  he  had  built  himself  a  lortificd  residence  not  far  from  tb 
dun-lis  (rloon-lisa)  of  Maelsechlainn,  son  of  Maelruanaidh,  Kin| 
of  Mcath.  Then,  upon  a  certain  day,  when  he  had  come  to  the 
dwelling  of  Macilsechlainn,  he  chanced  to  see  a  beautiful  mar 
raigcablc  maiden,  who  was  the  daughter  of  the  Mcathian  King 
And,  as  the  usurper,  though  now  grown  old,  was  still  inveterate 
in  the  indulgence  of  his  lusts,  he  demanded  the  maid  from  ha 
father  with  the  intention  of  making  her  his  mistress.  "  My  lord/ 
replied  Maelsechlainn,  "I  know  full  well,  that  thou  dost  no 
mean  to  take  my  daughter  as  thy  married  wife,  but  that  wha 
thou  desirest  is  to  possess  her  for  a  while  as  thy  mistress.  J 
therefore  beseech  thee  to  make  no  public  demand  of  me  fa 
my  child,  lest  she  be  prevented  from  getting  a  husband.     But>  m 
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thy  fortress  is  near  this  lis,"  where  I  live,  I  shall  send  the  maid* 

ca   privately  to  thy  dwelling,  and  die  shall  be  accompanied  by 

fcfteeu  of  the  most  Deautiful  and  most  lovely  women  in  all  Meath, 

jpd  I   know  that  when  thou  hast  Been  those  women,  thou  wilt 

*&*l    neither  love  nor  desire  for  my  own  daughter,  so.  much  do 

~ey  exceed  her  in  beauty."    This  plan  was  pleasing  to  Turge- 

^tts»  and  between  them,  they  fixed  upon  a  particular  night  when 

***^  maiden  and  her  attendant  train  of  beautiful  women  were  to 

*>°Tt>iK>ught  into  the  fortress  of  the  tyrant 

-t*  so  happened  that,  about  this  time,  there  was  to  be  a  general 
^^^QOLblage  and  public  convention  around  Turgesius  at  Ath-cliath, 
5**«i  clLI  that  there  was  then  in  Ireland  of  -Lochlannach  chieftains 

fathered  together  thereat,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  counsel 
ow  they  might  best  guard  the  country  and  maintain  their 
^Sl  possession  thereof. 

^V~fii]gt  they  were  staying  there,  Turgesius  communicated  the 
^JJ*  *«*geraent  made  between  himself  and  Maelséchlainn,  to  some 
^  ~£kiQ  assembled  captains,  and  he  promised  women  to  a  certain 
tl^^tber  of  them,  whom  he  had  asked  to  accompany  him.  He 
tf^c^**  set  out  with  fifteen  of  the  most  venturesome  and  lascivious 
"fcliose  lords,  and  they  made  neither  stop  nor  stay  until  they 
*^hed  his  fortress  in  Meath. 

-^íaelsechlainn,  during  the  same  time,  had  privately  brought 

^Sether  fifteen  of  the  most  comely  youths,  without  beards,  that 

'^Vld  be  found  in  Meath,  and  caused  them  to  put  on  female  at» 

*^\"^i  under  which  each  of  them  carried  a  sharp  sword  in  his  gir- 

^.    Thus,  did  he  prepare  to  send  these  youths  instead  of  wo- 

^n  to  meet  Turgesius,  in  company  with  his  daughter.     Then. 

Cien  the  night  appointed  for  sending  her  to  the  tyrant  had 

Tne,  the  maiden  set  out  with  her  band  of  counterfeit  women, 

^*d  when  she  had  come  close  to  the  fortress,  thus  escorted,  a  pri- 


Y^^ite  message  was  sent  to  Turgesius,  acquainting  him  that  she 

^Sid  arrived  with  her  female  companions,  and  was  ready  to  go 

***eet  him.     Turgesius,  upon  receiving  this  message,  commanded 

^Vie  chieftains,  who  were  in  his  company,  to  proceed  at  once  to 

^lieir  chambers,  telling  that  he  woula  send  the  women  thither  to 

them,  according  to  his  promise.     Upon  this  they  made  a  one 

«ingle  pile  of  their  arms  upon  the  table,  which  stood  in  the  hall, 

and  went  each  to  his  own  private  chamber,  and  there  they  waited 

until  the  women  should  be  distributed  amongst  them.     Whilst 

this  was  taking  place,  Maelsechlainn  came  up  to  his  daughter 

with  an  armed  host,  and  there  he  commanded  some  of  those 

a  Lis ;  i.  e.,  a  circular  fort,  encircled    story  from  Cambrensis,  for  the  Irish 
by  an  earthen  dyke  and  a  ditch.  Keat-    records  do  not  rqponnt  it 
ing  has  also  borrowed  this  romantic 
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Íouths,  who  had  been  disguised  as  women,  to  lay  firm  hold  upon 
'urgesius  and  to  take  him  captive,  as  soon  as  ever  he  might  at- 
tempt to  lay  his  hand  upon  the  maiden  in  order  to  detain  her 
with  himself;  the  others  he  commanded  to  seize  upon  the  arms, 
and  to  fall  upon  the  chieftains  that  were  in  the  house ; 
he  promised,  moreover,  that  he  would  himself  dash  in  with  hi 
host,  upon  hearing  the  first  cry,  in  order  to  aid  them  in  dispatch — 
ing  the  Lochlannaigh. 

His  daughter,  thereupon,  entered  the  fortress  through  a  pc 
ern,  and  tarried  not  until  she  came  to  the  chamber  of  Turgeaus^ 
who  immediately  east  a  scrutinizing  glance  upon  the  lady,  aml~ 
upon  her  escort,  and  none  of  the  latter  was  pleasing  to  him  ex— 
oept  herself;  and  he  thereupon  laid  his  hand  upon  her,  i 
order  to  keep  her  in  his  company.    But  as  soon  as  the  you  " 
saw  this,  one  body  of  them  seized  him  with  violence,  and 
him  their  captive ;  while  another  body  seized  upon  the  arms,  o 
which  they  immediately  made  themselves  the  masters.      Mad— 
sechlainn  soon  after  broke  in  with  his  armed  host,  and  togeth 
they  fell  upon  all  of  the  Lochlannaigh  they  found  in  the  fort 
ana  of  them  they  spared  neither  chief  nor  ser£  with  the  si 
exception  of  Turgesius  himself.     Then,  having  sacked  the  fo 
rcss,  they   brought  off  Turgesius  to  the  dun-lis  of  Maelsech— 
lainn,  where  they  held  him  for  a  short  time  in  chains. 
Now  when  the  rest  of  the  Lochlannaigh  throughout  Ireland 
that  their  principal  chiefs  had  been  thus  slaughtered,  and  that 
tyrant,  Turgesius,  had  been  captured  in  Meath  by  Maelsech 
lainn,  there  fell  a  great  terror  and  loss  of  confidence  upon  th 
all,  so  that  those  of  them  that  were  stationed  in  the  heart  of  1 
country,  far  away  from  the  great  seaport  towns,  stole  away  1 
night,  thronging  in  gangs  towards  their  ships,  with  the  intention 
of  escaping  out  of  Ireland :  and  those  that  were  stationed  in  ths 
seaport  towns,  fled  to  their  ships,  to  avoid  the  onslaught  of  th^ 
Gaels,  who  were  in  chase  of  them.     And,  in  this  manner,  were 
all  the  Lochlannaigh  driven  out  of  Ireland  at  that  time,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  remnant  that  remained  therein,  after  their 
rout,  under  subjection  to  the  Gaels. 

Turgesius  was  then  drowned  by  Maelsechlainn,  in  Loch 
Aninn  ;u  and  from  that  deed  it  resulted  that  the  Gaelic  nobles, 
with  one  accord,  elected  him  as  Ard-righ  of  Ireland,  for  it  was 
he  that  had  freed  their  country  from  the  bondage  of  the  men  of 
Lochlainn. 

14  Loch  Aninn.    Now  Tx>ch  Enncll,  Loch  Owel,  also  near  MnQingar, 

near  Mullingar,  in  the  county  of  West-  the  lake  in  which  the  Prince  of  " 

meath.  This  is  a  mistake,  for  the  Irish  had  drowned  the  None  Chief. 
authorities  state  that  Loch  Uair,  now 
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shanan  relates  that  Gregoir,  King  of  Alba,  invaded  Ire- 
rith  a  numerous  army  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eight  hundred 
iyenty -eight, "  aud  that  he  both  pillaged  the  country  and  slew 
and  Coneobar,  the  two  guardians  of  the  Irish  king,  for 
ding  to  him)  the  King  of  Ireland  was  then  in  his  childhood, 
bia  assertion  can  in  it  pos:<i  My  be  true,  for  nowhere  in  the  Irish 
Is  do  we  read,  from  the  lime  of  Slangi,  (the  first  king  of  the 
olga,)  to  the  invasion  of  the  English,  that  any  king  had  ever 
;d  in  Ireland,  who  had  not  arrived  at  the  regal  authority 
zh  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  the  greatness  of  hie  action». . 
he  might  of  his  arm.  And  besides  it  was  the  usurper,, 
sins,  that  was  tyrant  over  Ireland  at  that  time. 


D.  ft 


MAELSECm.Arjrjí,    ARD-BtUfl. 


D.  864.".  Maclseehlainu,"  son  of  Maelniariaidb,  son  of  Pom- 
ion  of  Muroadh,  son  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Annedach  Caech, 
f  Conall  Guth-binn,  son  of  Suibni,  son  of  Oolmnn  Mor, 
*  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus  Kcrbeol,  of  the  line  of  Erimhoii, 
.he  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  sixteen  years.  Arog,  daugh- 
'  Cathal,  sou  of  Fiachra,  King  of  the  Fera  Kel),  was  the 
a- of  this  Maelflechlainn. 

w,  when  the  m«n  of  Loehlainn  had  been  expelled  by  Mael- 
iinn  and  the  nobles  of  Ireland,  as  we  have  just  related; 
inn-Lochlaunaigh  took  eounsel  together  in  Norwegia,  in  or- 
i  determine  upon  some  means  and  some  plan  by  which  they 
;  obtain  a  foothold  in  Ireland,  in  hopes  that  they  might 
succeed  in  seizing  upon  the  masterdom  of  that  country  a 
i  time.  The  plan  adopted  by  them  on  this  occasion,  was 
lip  three  captains,  sprung  from  the  noblest  blood  of  Nor- 
.,  and  to  send  them  with  a  fleet  to  Ireland,  for  the  purpose 
fining  the  possession  of  some  stations  for  purposes  of  trade, 
with  them,  they  accordingly  embarked  many   tempting 

ight  Hundred  and  Seventy-eight,  not  easy  for  a  man  of  mature  age  to 

Keating  is  thirty-Eve  years  or  hold  that  always  dangerous,  and  often 

in  advance  of  the  real  time,  in  little  more  than  nominal  title, 

nence  of  his  having  assigned  a  "  A.  D.  845.— Four  Masters. 

if  44  years  to  Domnall  IV.,  son  "  Maelsechlaink  I.     In  Irish  this 

rcadb,  and  having  given  one  of  monarch's   name   is  pronounced  JUai- 

n  to  Tnrgesius,  who  should  not  loughlin,  the  initial  letter  of  sahlainn 

seen  at  all  enumerated  amongst  being   mortified.    It  is  found  written 

onarchs.      Buchanan's  assertion  Maeiliheachlainn  in  the  more  modern 

•rtheless  untrue  ;  for   it  was  im-  Irish  writers.  In  writing  English,  some 

le,  that  there  could  hare  been  an  call    him    Melaghlin,  which    is  well 

king,   who  was  a  minor.     The  enough,  bnt  others  barbarously  traaa- 

ip  to  the  throne  was   divided  slate  his  name  MaUchy. 
;  so  many  noble  tribes,  that  it  was 
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wares,  and  many  valuable  jewels,  with  the  design  of  presenting 
them  to  the  men  of  Ireland,  in  the  hope  of  thus  securing  their 
friendship  and  peace,  for  they  deemed  that  they  might  thus  sue-' 
coed  in  surreptitiously  fixing  a  grasp  upon  the  Irish  soil,  and  might 
then  be  enabled  to  oppress  the  Irish  people  again.  Here  follows 
what  the  Polychronicon  relates  upon  this  subject :  "After  the 
death  of  Turgesius,  three  brothers,  named  Amclanus,  Cyriacus. 
and  Irnorus,  coming  from  the  eastern  parts  of  Norwegia,  landed 
on  this  island  with  their  followers,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding peace,  and  under  the  pretext  of  establishing  a  trade, 
and  there,  with  the  consent  of  tlic  Hiberni,  who  were  given  to 
peace,  they  took  possession  of  some  seaboard  places,  and  built 
three  cities  thereon,  to  wit,  Waterfordia,  Dublinium,  and  Lymer» 
icum,  and  from  these  cities,  when  their  numbers  had  increased, 
they  frequently  insulted  the  natives  of  the  land."11 

ít  may  be  easily  understood  from  the  words,  just  quoted,  that 
it  was  through  the  treachery  of  these  three  captains  that  the  Finn- 
Lochlannaigh  from  Norwegia  found  the  means  of  repeating  their 
devastations  in  Ireland.  And  there  were  two  causes  for  the 
second  growth  of  their  strength  in  this  country;  the  first 
cause  was  that  copious  aid  in  men  and  ships  kept  constantly 
arriving  to  them  from  Norwegia ;  the  second  cause  arose  from 
the  hostilities  and  rivalries  that  prevailed  amongst  the  Gaels 
themselves  about  that  time,  for  by  these  the  strength  of  the 
Irish  nation  was  very  much  wasted.  And,  besides,  it  was  the 
wont  of  the  rival  chieftains  to  give  free  quarters  to  warriors  of 
the  Lochlannach  race,  whom  they  thus  retained  in  their  service. 
Thence  it  resulted  that  they  regained  great  sway  in  Ireland,  and 
retained  it  until  the  time  of  Brian  Boromha,  as  shall  be  explain- 
ed in  the  following  pages  upon  the  authority  of  the  Irish  An- 
nals. 

Arrival  of  Oie  DUBII-LOCnLANXAIGH1*  or  DANES. 

Whilst  the  Finn-Lochlaunaigh  were  harassing  the  country 

**  Post  obitum  Turgcsii,  de  Norwe-  The  Fair  Strangers,  or  Finn-Lochba- 

giu;  parti  bus,  quasi  pub  pacis  intuitu  ct  naigh,  were   the  Norwegians.     The 

mercatune  exercendae    prcutextu,  tres  above-mentioned  event  is  thus  recorded 

fratrrs.  Amclanus,  Cyriacus,  etlmorus,  in  the  Irish  Annals, 
rum  sua  sequela  in  banc  insulam  appu-       "  A.  I).  847.  The  3rd  year  of  Maal- 

Wunt ,  et  de  consensu  Hibcrnormn.  olio  scchluinn.    A  fleet  of  seven  score  ships 

iliiilitomm,  tres  civitates,  viz.,  Water-  of  the  people  of  the  king  of  the  foreign* 

fordiam,  Dublinium  et  Lymerinini  cou-  ers  came  to  contend  with  the  foreign- 

.^truxeruut,  qui  tamen  nunicro  sucercs-  ers  that  were  in  Ireland  before  them, 

centos  contra  indigenas  frequenter  in-  bo  that  they  disturbed  the  country  be* 

*ultabant.  tween  them. 

"  Arrival  of  the  Dubh-Lochlannaigh,       A.  D.  849.    The  Dubh-GhoiB,  Lfc 

i.  c.  the  Black  Scandinavians,  or  Danes.  Dark  Strangers,  or  the  Danes,  arrived 
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tar  this  fashion,  there  arrived  a  large  fleet  of  Dubh-Lochlan- 
lighat  Ath-cliath  from  Dania — that  is,  from  Denmark;  and  the 
mats  of  the  country  were  devastated  by  them,  and  great  nam- 
m  of  its  inhabitants  were  slaughtered.  Thereupon  the  Finn- 
xjhlannaigh  mustered  their  forces  to  repel  the  latest  intruders, 
tid  a  battle  was  fought  between  both  these  foreign  races  at  Linn* 
nabhaill,  where  the  Finn  Lochlannaigh  were  put  to  the  rout, 
nd  one  thousand  of  their  warriors  were  slain.  By  this  victory 
e  Dubh-Lochlannaigh  gained  great  supremacy  in  Ireland 
kxq  after  this,  Amlaeibh,"  son  of  the  king  of  Lochlainn,  arrived 
Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  the  lordship  of  the 
aLbh-Lochlannaigh  or  Danes,  and  forced  a  great  number  of  the 
en  of  Ireland  to  pay  him  tribute  t 

It  was  about  this  that  Olcobar,  son  of  Kinaeth,  King  of  Man- 
arfw  died.  Then,  also,  died  Niall,  son  of  Gellan,  a  man  who 
id  lived  for  thirty  years  without  food  or  drink*  And  Flath- 
adh,  bishop  of  Birra,  and  Cormac,  bishop  of  Laithrech  Briuin," 
ed  also  about  this  time. 

Xt  was  about  this  period  that  at  a  Regal  Convention  of  the 
en  of  Ireland   was  called  together  at  Kath-Aeda-mic-Bric!* 

Ath-cliath,  and  made  a  CTeat  slaugh-  prematurely  introduced   by  Keating 

r  of  the  Finn-Ghoill  (Fair  Strangers,  under  the  last  reign,  as  is  seen  by  the 

the  Norwegians),  and  plundered  the  following  entries : 

liitm  of  both  people  and  property.  "A.  D.  845.    A  battle  was  gained 

nother   depredation   by  the   Dubh  byMaelsechlainn,sonof  Maelruanaidh, 

hofll  noon  the  Finn-Gfhoill  at  linn  over  the  Danes,  at  Forach  (near  the 

ttachaul,  where  they  made  a  great  Hill  of  Skreen  in  Meath),  where  seven 

anghter  of  the  latter.  hundred  of  them  were  slain.    Another 

A.  D.  850.    A  fleet  of  eight  score  battle  was  gained  by  Olcobar,  King  of 

lips  of  the  Finn-Ghoill  arrived  at  Munster ;  and  by  Lorcan,  son  of  Kel- 

namh    Eigncch     (now    Carlingford  lach,  King  of  Lcinster,  having    the 

x>ngh),  to  give  battle  to  the  Dubh-  Leinstermcn    and    Munstermen    with 

i-hoill,  and  they  fought  with  each  other  them,  at    Sciath    Nechtain,  wherein 

jr  three  days  and  three  nights ;  and  Earl  Tomrar,  tanist  of  the  King  of 

he  Dubh-Ghoill  gained  the  victory,  Lochlainn,  and  twelve  hundred  along 

nd  the  Finn-Ghoill  left  their  ships  to  with  him,  were  slain.    A  hosting  was 

heir  vanquishers." — See  Four  Masters,  made  by  Olcobar,  to  demolish  the  first 

*  Amlaeibh.  "  A.  D.  851.  Amlae-  of  Corcach  (Cork],  against  the  for- 
bh  (Owlave  or  Ouleeve),  King  of  eigners." — la.  The  plundering  of 
LiOchlainn,  came  to  Ireland,  so  that  all  Imlech  Iubair,  or  Emly,  by  the  for- 
he  foreign  tribes  in  Ireland  submitted  eigners,  took  place  in  the  previous 
jo  him ;   and  they  exacted  rent  from  year  (845). 

;he  Gaeidhil  (the  Irish). "—Id.  n  Laithrech  Briuin.    Now  Laragh- 

*  Olcobar,  King  of  Munster.  This  brien,  in  Kildare.  Cormac,  scribe, 
leath  is  entered  under  A.  D.  849.  The  anchorite,  and  bfehop,  died  in  854. 
nen  of  Munster  fought  successfully  Niall,  son  of  Giafan,  died  in  the  same 
igainstthc  Sea-Kings  during  the  short  year.  Flaithniadh  (Flah  neea),  son  of 
•eign  of  the  royal  bishop,  Olcobar.  Congal,  died  in  851. 

rhe  battle  which  he  fought  airainst  *  Rath-Aeda-mic-Bric.  Now  Rath- 
hem  at  Sciath  Nechtain,  near  Castle-  hugh,  in  the  barony  of  Moycashel, 
lermot,  m  the  county  of  Kildare,  was    county  Westmeath.    "A.  D.  8W.    A 
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around  Maclsechlainn,  King  of  Temhair  and  Ethgna,  Comarba 
of  St.  Patrick ;  and  there,  Kerball,  King  of  Ossory,  made  sub- 
mission to  the  Comarba  of  St  Patrick.  It  was  there,  also,  that 
Maclguala,  son  of  Donngal,  King  of  Minister,  and  Kerball,  King 
of  Osraide,24  made  peace  with  Leth  Cuinn. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Northmen  stoned  to  death  Maelguala, 
King  of  Munster."    About  the  same  time  Maelsechlainn,  King- 
of  Ireland,  fought  the  battle  of  Drum-da-Maighe,*  where  he  made 
a  great  slaughter  of  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Ath-Cliath.     About- 
the  same  time  died  Domnall,  son  of  Alpin,  King  of  the  Picts; 
and  Maclsechlainn,  son  of  Maelruanaidh,  King  of  Ireland,  diecL 
himself  soon  after. 

great  meeting  of  the  chieftains  of  Ire-  of  the  two  Plains.     A  remarkable 

land,  was  collected  by  King  Maclsech-  Hill    in  the  barony  of    Coolestown, 

lainn  to  Rath-Aeda-mic-Bric,  with  King's  county.    M A.  D.  859.  The  15th 

Fethgna  (or  Kthgna),  successor  of  St  year  of  Maclsechlainn.    The  battle  of 

Patrick,  and  Suairlcch,  successor  of  Drum-da-Maigh  was  given  by  Madse» 

St.  Finnia,  to  establish  peace  and  con-  chlainn  to  the  foreigners  of  Ath-cliatli. 

cord  between  the  men  of  Ireland ;  and  where  many  of  the  foreigners  were 

hero  Kerball  (Cearball),  King  of  Os-  slain  by  him."— Four  Masters,    The 

raidc,  gave  the  award  of  the  succcs-  other  principal  victories,  gained  by  the 

sore  of  St.  Patrick  and  St.  Finnia  to  Gaels  over  the  foreigners  and  the  abct- 

the  King  of  Ireland,  after  Kerball  had  tors,  during  this  monarch's  reign,  ire 

been  forty  nights  at  Ereros  (in  Meath),  thus  recorded, 

and  the  son  of  the  King  of  Lochlainn,  A  D.  845.     The  demolition  of  the 

at  first  along  with  him,  plundering  Island  of  Loch  Manremar  (now  Loach 

Meath.    And  after  they  had  awarded  Ramor),  against  a  great  crowd  of  the 

that  the  King  of  Osraide  should  be  in  sons  of  death  (i.  e.  malefactors),  of  the 

league  with  Leth  Cuinn,  Maelgualai,  Luighni  and  Galenga,  who  were  prand- 

son  of   Donngal,   King  of  Muaster,  ering  the  country  at  the  instigation  of 

tendered  his  allegiance.  the   foreigners ,  and    they    were  de- 

"  Kerball,  King  of  Osraide.    This  stroyed    by  him.     A  slaughter  was 

toparch  had  recently  been  the  ally  of  made  of  the  foreigners  of  Ath-cEath, 

the  Danes,  and  had  plundered  Leinster  at  Carn  Brammit,  by  Kerball,  son  of 

and  Meath,  in  conjunction  with  Am-  Dongall,  Lord  of  Osraide,  where  twelve 

laeibh  and  Imhar  (Ivar),  the  Danish  hundred  of  them  were  slain, 

chiefs  of  Dublin.  A.  D.  846.     Tighernach,  Lord  of 

*  Maelguala,  King  of  Minister.  At  Loch  Gabar,  defeated  at  Doirre-IKsirt 

the  instigation  of  the  foreigners,  he  Dachonna,  where  twelve  score  of  them 

had  refused  to  do  homage  to  the  Árd-  were  slain  by  him. 

righ.    Hut  the  latter  had  invaded  his  A.  D.  847.  The  plundering  of  Duhh» 

principality  in  85G,  when  he  tarried  linn  (now  Dublin,  and  also  called  Ath- 

ten  nights  at  Emly,  defeated  its  chiefs  cliath),    bv    Maclsechlainn,    and   by 

at  Carn  Lughriuch,  and  carried  off  the  TighernacL,  Lord  of  Loch  Gabar. 

i  of  all  Munstcr.     This  was  A.  D.  849.  Kinaeth,  son  of  Consist;. 


hostages 

the  second  occasion  on  which  Maelsc-  Lord    of     KiannachtsrBreagh,    w 

chlainn  had  to  make  Mnnsler  acknow-  drowned  in  the  Aingi  (now  the  river 

ledge  his  authority  by  the  force  of  arms.  Nanny),  by  the  people  of  King  Mael- 

The  stoning  to  death  of  Maclguala  sechlainn  and  Tighemach,  Lord of  Loch 

happened  shortly  after  his  return  from  Gabor,  to  revenge  upon  him  the  acts 

the  lloyal  Convention.  he  had  committed  against  both  huty 

*  Drum-da-Maighe,  i.  e.  the  Ridge  and  clergy.    (These  evils  consisted  fa 
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JJEDH  FOTH-LIATH,  ABD-BIOH. 

A.D.r870*  Aedh  Rnn-liath,"  son  of  Niall  Frasach,  of  the 
Jme  of  ErimlxAn,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  sixteen  years, 
tjfonnflailh,  datighter  of  Domnall,  son  of  Donncadh,  was  the  wife 
of  this  King;  Maelmuri,  daughter  of  Kinaeth,  son  of  Alpin,* 
King  of  Alba,  was  his  wife,  and  it  was  she  that  was  mother  of 
Niall  Glun-dubh. 

The  following  deeds  were  done  during  the  reign  of  this  prince: 

Ooncobar,  son  of  Donncadh,"  who  was  King  over  the  half  of  Meath, 

vras  slain  fry  Amlaeibh,  son  of  the  King  of  Lochlainn,  at  Cluain 

fourd.   After  this,  the  same  Amlaeibh  proceeded  to  Foirtrenn  in 

-Alba,  and  there  pillaged  the  Picts,  from  whom  he  bore  off  hostages. 

*  It  was  now  that  Aedh  Cinn-liath,  King  of  Ireland,  won  a  great 

battle*1  over  the  Lochlannaigh ;  and  thence  he  bore  off  the  Bodi- 

"fclke   plundering  0f  the  Southern  Ui  Fergus,  chief  of  the  Oirghialla,  went  to 

^felfl»  from  the  Shannon  to  the  Sea,  Alba,  to  strengthen  the  Dal  Biada,  at 

*ing  the  previous  year,  ly  the  aid  of  request  of  Kinaeth,  son  of  Alpin."— » 

foreigners ;  the  demolition  of  the  Set  Four  Masters. 

'  fortress  of  Tighernach,  on  Loch  "  Concobar,  son  of  Domncadh.    He 

r;  and  the  burning  of  the  oratories  was   drowned   at    Clonard,   in    861 

Treoit  (now  Trevet),  with  220  per-  Meath  had  been  overran  by  the  Danish 

~m  therein.  chiefs  Amlaeibh,  Imhar,  and  Uaflai, 

'A.  P.  850.    A  slaughter  was  made  during  the  previous  year  (A.  D.  861), 

ofthe  foreigners  in  the  east  of  Breagh,  when  the  ancient  pyramidal  mounts 

«MjqT  another  slaughter  was  made  of  of  New  Grange,  Knowth,  Dowth.  and 

~Cbem  at  Bath  Aldain  (now  Bathailon,  the  Gave  of  the  the  Wife  of  Gobhan, 


ar  Duleck),  bv  the  Kiannachta,  in    in  the  Great  Mound  at  Drogheda,  had 
le  month." — Id.  been  broken  upon  and  plundered  by 

■  A.  D.  861.— Id.  This  date  is  two    them. 


_  behind  the  real  time,  which  is       •■  Great  Battle.     "A.D.  864    A 

~4LD.  863.  complete  muster   of  the  men  of  the 

*  Aedh  VII.  He  was  of  the  Ki-  North,  was  made  by  Aedh  Finn-Oath, 
*j&1  Eogain  branch,  of  the  northern  so  that  he  plundered  the  fortresses  of 
~Ui  NeilL  thefordgners  wherever  they  were,  both 

*  Kinaeth,  son  of  Jlpin. — He  is  in  Kinel  Eogain  and  Dal  Araide,  and 
called  Keneth  MacAlpin,  or  Kcneth,  he  carried  off  their  cattle  and  accoutre- 
by  the  Scotch  writers.  He  was  the  ments,  their  goods  and  chatties.  And 
34th  King  of  the  Dal-Riada  of  Alba,  the  foreigners  came  together  at  Lock- 
"InA.D.  850,  being  the  12  th  year  of  Febail-mic-Lodain  (i.e.  the  Lake  of 
his  reign,  he  engaged  the  Picts  in  a  Febal,  son  of  Lodan,  now  Lough 
battle,  renewed  seven  times  in  one  day,  Foyle).  After  Aedh,  King  of  Ireland, 
and  at  last  totally  defeated  them,  had  heard  that  they  were  gathering  on 
Marching  thence  to  Scone,  he  put  to  the  borders  of  his  country,  he  was  not 
death  Druakiu,  son  of  Feradatn,  the  negligent  in  attending  to  them,  for  he 
last  King  of  the  Picts,  after  which  he  marched  towards  them  with  all  his 
united  their  kingdom  to  his  own." —  forces  ;  and  a  battle  was  fought  fierce- 
Q'Flakerty.  That  this  conqueror  had  \y  and  spiritedly  between  them.  The 
received  aid  from  his  Irish  kinsmen  in  victory  was  gained  over  the  foreigners, 
his  victories  over  the  Picts,  we  have  and  a  slaughter  was  made  of  them, 
proof  in  the  following  entry,  which  is  Their  heads  were  collected  to  one  place 
found  in  the  Irish  annals,  under  the  in  presence  of  the  King,  and  twelve 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Niall  Fras-  score  heads  were  reckoned  before  him, 
ach :  "A.  D.  835.    Gofraklb,  son  of  which  was  the  number  slain  in  iUnt 
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less  heads nfiwi-nty  of  their  chkf  captains,  after  having  slaught- 
ered twelve  hundred  <»f  tlieir  host ;  and  lie  plundered  and  sacked 
tlu-ir  fortresses,  taking  away  both  their  cattle  and  their  treasure*. 
It  was  not  lonjr  alter  that,  when  the  fortress  of  Amlaeibh,  son  of 
the  Kiiitf  of  Loehlaiiin,  at  Clunin  Dalcain,  was  burned  by  the  son 
of  (uu.il  hen,32  and  by  Mael  Kiarain,  son  of  Konan,"  by  whom 
oil'1  liundred  chiefs  of  tin*  f«>n-i»rners  w«tc  slain.  It  was  after 
this  that  Ainlaeibh  sacked  Aid  Maeha,  wliere  t<n  hundred  of  the 
Gaels  were  either  killed  or  jjrievouslv  wounded:'1  and  whence  he 
carried  off  much  property  and  treasure. 

It  was  during  this  t;m«\  also,  th:it  Keiiiilacladli,"  son  of 
Mocli-ti^herna,  died,  having  then  reigned  for  thirteen  years  as 
King  of  Minister:  and,  alter  hiin,  Doimcadh,  son  of  Pubdaboi- 
renn,  held  the  kingdom  of  Minister  for  fourteen  years.  Xow 
also  died  Conall,  bish«»p  of  Kill-Sgiri.51  And  then,  a  battle  was 
fought  between  the  Iru;ts  and  the  J)ubh-Loehlaiinrfighv  in  which 
great  numbers  of  the  former  nation  were  slain.  After  that. 
Kughri,  son  of  Moirminn,::  King  of  Britain,  escaped  to  Ireland, 
fleeing  before  the  Loehlannaigh ;  and  the  relics  of  St.  Columkille1- 

battle,  beside*  the  numbers  of  them  OT  TNar'if".  son  tf  Mo'finrnn.  '"A.D. 

that  were  wounded  ami  tan  in  1  olT  by  874.    Uuaidhri.  son  of  Moirmind.  Kin/ 

him  in  the  agonies  of  death,  ami  who  of  .Britain  ( Wal  •*;,  rami.1  to  Irclaui  to 

died  of  their  wounds  sometiiiu»  after-  shun  tin»  D;ibh-:rh  'iiti." — Four  J/j«fi"v 

wank"— Four  Masters.  »  ll-ha  of  .SV.  Cfifnmkill*.     '■  A.  D. 

a  Son  of  Gacdhcn.     His  name  was  87;").    The  shrine  of  Cohimkille  was 

Kiuucidigh,  and  lie  was   chieftain  of  brought  to   Ireland  to  avoid  the  for- 

Laeighis,  or  Leix.  tin-  count  rv  of  the  eijyiiers." — hi. 

O'Moores.      Amlaeihih's   fortn-s.   at  A.  P.  8G1.    The  killing  of  the  f> 

I'hmiri  Dolcain  mow  rimidalkeii),  was  reipners  at  Fcrtft-ua-pr-eaerach,  by  Kcr- 

dest  royed  by  him  in  ^(í.V     1  le  defeat-  ball  ( K  in«r  of  ( Israidc).  so  that  4Ú  head» 

cd  tin:  Dams  again,  within  the  same  wire  left  to  him,  and  that  he  banished 

year,  at  Dublin,  where  he  .-lew  their  them  from  the  territory.     (This  placv 

chief,  Odolhh  Miele.  is  now  called  Firtairh.  baron?  of  Gal- 

M  Mactkumiti.  sf>n  »>f  Homm.     This  nmv,  countv  Kilkrunv.) 

chief,  one  of  the   most  valiant   chain-  A.D.  b04.     A  victory  was  (rained 

j)iii[n  of  his  lime,  was  slain  «liirinir  tbe  over  the  foreigners  of  Eochaill  iYonjr- 

ensiiin^  year.      His  deuth  is  thus  re-  hal.   then  a   Danish   station»,   by  tb*1 

corded,  under  A.  D.  f»7  :  "  Maelkiaran.  Dc>i,  and  the  fortress  was  destroyed 

Mm  sif  Itonuri,  I'liaiupinii  of  the  I-iist  of  A  slaughter  wa*  of  the  foreiimcrs.  bj 

Inland,  and  a  hero-plunderer  <>f  the  the  men  nf  the  North  of  Osraide,  and 

foreigners,  wa-«  slain. "-—Four  MiJrr.*.  by    Kiuncidigh.  son   of  Gaeithcn,  at 

:il  Kilhd  rr  I/'/.//»/*//-,/.     "Ten  liim-  Mindr<»ichct    (now  Monadrehid,  near 

drcd  was  the  number  then*  cut  nfl'both  Ihu'ris-in-Ossory.) 

by   wounding  and  sufltication." — /■/.  A.  D.  8(55.     finimbcnln,  chief  of  the 

'I'll is  hapi>cui-d  in  H(i7.  foreigners  of  Corcach  (Cork),  was  slaa 

:i  KcuifacUitlh.    lie  had  be^n  abbot  by  the  Desi. 

of  Kmly,  and  sucovded  the  unfortu-  "  A.  D.  £f>ii.     Flann.  son  of  Conaiftg. 

nate  Maeljruala  on  the  throne  of  (V  ]/>rd  of    Brvash.  collected  the  men 

shcl.     He  died  uboiit  the  ye:w  s.TO.  of    Bp'airh   and  I/inslcr.  and  the  16- 

*    Kill- .SV /r/,   now     Kill.-!i<- «ry     in  reiirinT.*  to  Kill  Ua  n-Daighri  {kett-oo- 

Meath.    The  bishop,  Couall.  died  in  warn),  four  thousand  was  tbe  number 

805.  uf  his  forces,  against  the  King  Aedh 
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brought  from  Alba  into  Ireland  to  preserve  them  from 
same  ravagers. 
Cormao»  son  of  Culinan,  relates  that  Lorcan,  son  of  Lactna, 
,  at  this  time,  King  of  Thomond.  He  says,  likewise,  that 
north  side  of  Cashel,  as  fer  as  the  gates  of  the  palace,  be- 
longed to  the  Dol-g-Cais,  whenever  the  rule  of  that  tribe  was. 
confined  to  Thomond,  or  North  Munster.  The  territory  of  this 
-fcribe  was  composed  of  twelve  tricha-ked,  or  cantons,  and  com* 
^prised  all  the  land  that  lies  from  Leim  Conculainn  to  the  Bélach 
^3Síor  or  Great  Road  of  Osraide,  and  from  Sliabh  Echtaide  (Slieve 
\ughty\  to  Sliabh  Eiblinni  {Slieve  EiUnniy  It  was  their  right 
-  march  in  the  van  of  the  host  of  Munster,  when  invading  a 
stile  territory,  and  to  form  the  rear  guard  when  retreating 
fore  the  foe ;  as  Cormac,  son  of  Culinan,  has  said  in  the  fol- 
>wing  verse : 

"  When  the  foe  is  invaded,  they  march  in  the  van ; 
And  the  rear  »  their  right  on  the  homeward  retreat ; 
Tfe  a  moed  of  their  prowess  in  battle's  rode  shock, 
Whose  perils  ne'er  daunted  the  Children  of  Cas.1' 

Aedh  Finn-laith*  died  at  Drum  Inasglainn,  in  the  territory  of 
Oonalli ;  and  Tigernach,  son  of  Muredach,  bishop  of  Drum  Inis- 
jjlainn,  died  about  the  same  time. 

Finn-liath.    Aedh  had  only  one  thous-  Dongal,  goffered  martyrdom  from  the 

and»  together  with  Ooncobar,  son  of  foreigners  at  Dfeert  Dutrmoda  (Castle- 

TWg  Mor,  King  of  Connaught    The  dermot),  in  867 ;  Maefeechlainn,  Lord 

battle  was  eagerly  and  earnestly  fought  of  South  Breagh,  was  slain  by  them  in 

between  them,  and  the  victory  was  at  868 ;  in  869  Ailill,  or  Olfld,  King  of 

Sth  gained  over  the  men  of  Breagh  Leinster,  was  slain  by  them ;  the  men 

the  Leinstermen  and  the  foreigners ;  of  the  Three  Plains  and  the  Comainns 

and  a  slaughter  was  made  of  them,  and  (in  the  North  of  Kilkenny),  as  far  as 

a  great  nnmber  of  the  foreigners  were  Sliabh  Bladma,  were  plundered  by  the 

massacred  therein.     Flann,  Lord  of  lords  of  the  foreigners,    during  the 

Breagh.  Diarmaid,  son  of  Edersgél,  snow    at   Bridgetmas,  in  870  ;    the 

Lord  of  Loch  Gabor,  and  Carlas,  son  Danes  of  Ath-cliath  plundered  Mun- 

of  Amlaeibh,  i.e.  son  of  the  Lord  of  ster  in  871  ;  the  church  of  Kill-mor- 

the  foreigners,  were  also  slain  in  that  mic-Emhir   (now  Kilmore,  near  Ar- 

battle.     There  fell  on  the  other  side,  ma^h),  was  plundered  by  them  in  859. 

Factna,  son  of  Maelduin.  Righdamna  Besides  these,  the  Finn-Ghenti  and  the 

(i.e.  King  elect),  of  the  North,  in  the  Dubh-Ghenti  fought  against  one  an- 

heat  of  the  battle.    (Kiil-Ua-n  Daighri  other  on  Loch  Cuan,  where  Alband, 

is  probably  Kiiladerry,  in  the  county  the  chief  of  the  Dubh-Ghenti  or  Danes, 

of  Dublin.) — hi.  was  slain.     In  fact,  the  contentions) 

The  principal  depredations  recorded  between  the  two  nations  of  invaders, 

as  committed  by  the  invaders,  besides  seem    to   have   now  counterbalanced 

those  already  recorded,  are,  the  slaying  those  of  the  Gaelic  tribes,  and  saved 

of  Kermad,  son  cf  Cathernach,  Lord  of  the  latter  from  the  subjugation  that 

Corca  Boskinn,  in  862  ;  Conn,  son  of  might  otherwise  have  resulted  from 

Kinacdh,  Lord  of  Ui  Barchi-tiri  (now  their  intestine  feuds. 
Slievemargy,    Queen's    county),    was        "  Aedh  Finn-liath,  died.    The    real 

shun  in  866,  while  demolishing  a  for-  year  of  his  death  is  879.    He  left  two 

tress  of  the  invaders ;  Eodois,  son  of  sons,  namely  Niall  Glun-dubh,  after- 
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FLANN  S1NNA,    AUD-BIQH. 

A.  D.  830."  Flanti  Sinna,41  son  of  Maelsechlainn,  son  of  Mael- 
ruanuidh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
for  thirty-eight  years.  Lann,  daughter  of  Donngal,  son  of  Fer- 
gal,  King  of  Osraide,  was  the  mother  of  Flann,  son  of  Mael- 
sechlainn. 

It  was  in  his  reign  that  the  following  deeds  were  done,  to  wit: 
the  whole  of  Munster41  was  pillaged  and  despoiled  by  this  king, 
and  he  carried  off  the  hostages  from  that  principality ;  it  was  in 
his  reign  that  Domnall,  son  of  Murigen,"  was  killed  by  his  own 
companions,  and  that  Fiachna,  son  of  Anbith,  who  had  been 
King  of  Ulidia  for  one  year,  was  slain  by  his  own  people;  and  it 
was  then,  also,  that  Donncadh,"  son  of  Dubdaboirenn,  died.  Kill- 
dara  and  Cluain  Iraird"  were  plundered  by  the  Lochlannaigh 
within  the  same  period.  The  royal  aenach,  or  fair  of  Talti,"  was 
celebrated  by  Flann  Sinna,  son  of  Maelsechlainn,  King  of  Ire- 
land. Dublactna  reigned  as  King  of  Munster,  during  seven 
veal's  of  this  reign,  at  the  end  of  which  he  died.  It  was  then 
that  Sitric,  son  of  Imhar,  was  slain  by  a  band  of  the  folk  of  Nor* 
wegia;  and  that  Aidith,  King  of  Ulidia,  was  slain  by  his  own 
people.    During  the  same  period,  Ard  Macha  was  plundered41 


wards  monarch  of  Ireland,  from  whom  °  Kill-dara  and  Cluain  Iratrd 

the  sept  of  O'Neill  is  descended,  and  Hired.  "A.D.883.    The  seventh 

derives  its  name  ;  and  Domnall,  King  of  Flann.    Kilkd&rm  was  pluixiered  by 

of  Ailech,  from  whom  descended  the  the  foreigners,  who  earned  off  via 

Ui   Eathoch   Droma   Lighonn,  who,  them  fourteen  score  persons  into 

when  surnames  were  established,  took  tivity  to  their  ships,  with  the 

the  name  of  O'Donghailé,  culled  in  Saibni,  son  of  Dubdaboirenn, 


English,  O'Doimclly.    Drum-Mesglain  other  valuable  property.    A.  D.  887* 

lies  near  Costle-Bellinghom  in  Louth,  The  eleventh  year  of  Flaon.    KibVdara 

amlisnowknownasDrumiskin. — O'D.  and  Cluain  Iraird  were  plundered  by 

"  A.  D.  Hll.—Fbur  Masters.  the  foreigners."— Four  MuUn.    Kill 

41  Sintui,  i.  e.  of  the  Shannon  ;  pro-  dara  was  again  plundered  in  the  nine» 

uounced  Shi  una.  teenth  year  of  Flann. 

"  The  whole  of  Munster.  In  the  first  "  The  Fair  of  Tatti.  This  royal  se- 
ven r  of  his  reign,  "  Munster  was  plun-  semblv  is  recorded  as  having  been  eak> 
dwvd  from  Horomha,  (uow  Belboroo,  brated  twice  during  this  reign ;  first  by 
near  Kallaloe,)  to  Corcach,  {now  Cork,)  the  monarch  himself,  in  the  efovntn 
by  Flann,  son  of  Maelsechlainn. — Four  year  of  his  reiffD.  Again,  in  tbe  ejgb» 
Master*.  teenth  year  of  Ms  reign,  we  reed  of  lbs 

"  Domnall,  son  of  Murigen ;  he  was  renewal  of  the  Fair  of  Connaavbt,  (Le. 

K.in<r  of  I/iinstcr,  and  was  slain  in  the  of  Cruachain,)  by  Tadg,  eon  of  Como- 

iirst  year  <if  Flann  ;  Fiuchna,  son  of  bar,  and  the  renewal  of  that  of  TÚ& 

Anbith.  was  not  slain  till  the  tenth  your  by  Diarmaid,  son  of  KorbalL    Frosi 

of  t  h<s  monarch.  these  entries  it  would  appear  that  than) 

M  Domicadh.  son  of  Dubdaboirenn,  ancient  festivals  were  now  Calling  iafte 

Kin^  of  Munster,  died  in  the  seventh  disuse  among  the  Gaels. 

year,  and  his  successor,  Maelgnala,  in  "  Ard  Macha  plundered.    Then  ata 

the  fourteenth  of  the  same  reign.  two  plunderingB  of  this  priaatial  — * 
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by  the  LocUannaigh  of  Loch  Febail,  on  which  on  which  occa- 
non  they  captured  Cumasgach,  King  of  Ulidia,  and  his  son,  Aedh, 
son  of  CumaHgach.  It  was  then  also  that  Domnall,"  son  of  Con- 
stantine,  the  Sing  of  Alba,  died 


Cormac"  son  ofOulinan,  Archbishop  of  Oashel and SSng  of  Mwdr 

ster — Battle  of  Belach  Mughna,  Ac. 

Cormac,  son  of  Culinan,  son  of  Selbach,  son  of  Allgenan,  son 
of  Eocaidh,  son  of  Bresal,  son  of  Aengus,  son  of  Nadfraeoh,  son 
of  Core,  son  of  Lugaidh,  son  of  Olild  Flann  Beg,  son  of  Fiaoaidh 
Maeil-lethan,  son  of  Eogan  Mor,  son  of  Olild  Olum,  assumed 
the  sovereignty  of  Munster  about  this  time.    And  great  was  the 
prosperity"  of  Ireland  during  his  reign;  for  the  land  became  filled 
with  the  divine  grace,  and  with  worldly  prosperity,  and  with 
public  peace  in  his  days,  so  that  the  cattle  needed  no  cowherd, 
and  the  flocks  no  shepherd,  as  long  as  he  was  king.    The  shrines 
of  the  saints  were  then  protected,  and  many  temples  and  mon- 
asteries were  built;  public  schools  were  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  instruction  in  letters,  law,  and  history;  many 
were  the  tilled  fields,  numerous  were  the  bees,  and  plenteous  the 
beehives  under  his  rule ;  frequent  was  fasting  and  prayer,  and  every 
other  work  of  piety ;  many  houses  of  public  hospitality  were  built, 
and  many  books  written,  at  his  command*   And,  moreover,  when- 
ever he  exacted  the  performance  of  any  good  work  from  others, 
he  was  wont  to  set  tnem  the  example  nimself  by  being  the  first 
to  practise  it,  whether  it  were  a  deed  of  alms,  or  benevolence,  or 
prayer,  or  attending  mass,  or  any  other  virtuous  deed.     It  was 
the  good  fortune  of  Ireland  during  that  epoch,  that,  whilst  he 
was  reigning  over  Munster,  the  country  was  abandoned  by  what- 

recorded  under  the  reign  of  Flann.  We  was  Domnall,  or  Donald  V.,  the  thirty- 
read  that  in  "  the  fourteenth  year  of  ninth  King  of  the  Dal  Riada  of  Alba, 
Flann,  Ard  Macha  was  plundered  by  who  died,  according  to  Tighernach,  in 
Ghraiarainn,  (i.  e.  Iron-knee,)  and  the  A.  D.  900. 

foreigners  of  Ath-cliath ;  and  that  they  "  Cormac,  son  of  Culinan.    He  suc- 

carried  710  persons  into  captivity  after  ceeded  Finguine,  who  was  called  Kenn- 

having  destroyed  part  of  the  church,  ghegan,  on  the  throne  of  Munster,  in 

and  broken  the  oratory."    Again,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Flann   (896). 

the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  which  Finguine  had  been  slain  by  his  own 

is  that  mentioned  above,  it  is  recorded  tribe  after  a  reign  of  six  years, 

that  Ard  Macha  was  plundered  by  the  *  Prosperity,  etc.    What  is  here  as- 

foreigners  of  Loch  Febail,  or  Lough  serted  of  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom 

Foyle,  and  Cumasgach  made  prisoner,  during  the  reign  of  Cormac,  must  be 

and    his   son  Ard   slain. — Sec  Four  understood  as  said  only  of  the  part  of 

Masters.  it  over  which  he  ruled,  namely,  Man* 

•  Domnall,  ton  of  Constant  ine.    This  ster. 
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ever  of  the  Lochlannaigh  had  previously  infested  it  for  the  pur- 
poses of  plunder. 

Upon  a  certain  occasion,  when  Connac  was  staying  at  Cashel, 
awaiting  the  coming  of  Easter,  he  sent  proclamation  to  the  Eo- 
ganacht  tribes,51  requiring  of  them  to  send  him  hither  food  and 
treasures  for  the  celebration  of  that  august  festival;  but  they 
gave  him  a  refusal.  Upon  hearing  this  the  Dal  g-Cais  sent  a 
large  supply  of  food  and  treasures  to  the  king,  so  that  he  felt 
grateful  to  them,  lie  again  sent  word  to  the  elans  of  the  race 
of  Eogan,  demanding  of  them  to  send  him  jewels  and  valuables 
for  the  purpose  of  making  presents  to  strangers,  as  they  had  sent 
him  no  food.  But  upon  this  what  the  men  of  the  race  of  Eogan 
did,  was  to  send  him  the  worst  arms  and  goods  that  they  had 
then  in  their  possession,  and  Connac  was  very  much  displeased 
thereat.  The  Dal-^r-Cais  heard  this  also,  whereupon  they  sent  to 
him  the  choicest  of  their  weapons  and  wearing  apparel,  their 
jewels  and  treasures  and  armor,  in  order  that  he  might  make 
presents  thereof.  Thus  did  Connac  feel  again  most  grateful  to 
that  tribe,  as  he  tells  us  himself  in  the  following  verse : 

"  May  our  truest  fidelity  ever  be  given 
To  the  brave  and  generous  clansmen  of  Tal  ;■ 
And  for  ever  may  royalty  rest  with  their  tribe, 
And  virtue,  and  valor,  and  music,  and  song." 

We  read  in  the  Senchas  that  forty -four  kings  of  the  line  of 
Eogan  Mor  held  the  sovereignty  of  Munster  from  the  reign  of 
Aengus,  sou  of  Nadfraech,  to  that  of  Mathgamhain,"  son  ofKen- 
neidi,  and  that  during  that  time  the  line  of  Connac  Cas  had  riven 
no  king  to  Munster,  with  the  exception  of  Lorcan,  son  of  Lact- 
na,  who,  according  to  O'Dubagain,  succeeded  Connac,  son  of 
Culinan,  for  one  year  and  a  half,  as  King  of  Munster.  But  dur- 
ing that  period  the  Dal  g-Cais  had  acquired  the  sovereignty  of 
all  the  land  that  lies  between  Lcim  Conchulainn,  or  Loop  Head, 
in  the  west  of  Corca-Baskinn,  and  Slighe  Dala"  {Slee  Paula),  which 

51  Eoganacfit  triltcs.    As  these  tribes  of  Kennedy.    The  Irish  name,  when 

belonged  themselves  to  the  royal  blood  written  in  vulgar  characters,,  is  spelled 

of  Munster,  they  were  were  free  from  Mathghamhain  Mac  Cinneide,  and  pro- 

all  tribute  to  the  King  of    Cashel.  nounced  Mahowin  Mac  Ktnnaidte. 
Hence  the  subsidy  demanded  of  them       M  Slighe  Dala.    This,  which  was  CM 

by  Connac,  must  have  been  asked  as  of  the  five  great  roads  of  ancient  Ire- 

a  voluntary  gift  und  not  as  a  tribute,  land,  ran  from  the  southern  side  of  the 

Neither  were  the  Dal  g-Cais  bound  to  Hill  of  Tara,  or  Temhair,  in  the  dh 

pay  any  tribute  to  Cashel.  rcction  of  Ossory.    It  wee  the  gnat 

M  Tal.    Clan  Tail,  i.  e.  the  Children  south-western  road.     The  other  fov 

of  Tal,  was  one  of  the  tribe  names  of  great  roads  were,  a  western  road,  called 

the  Dal-g-Cais.  the  Slighe  Asail,  which  ran  from  Turn 

"  Mathgamhain.     This    chieftcin's  towards  Loch  Owel,  near  Mul linear; 

name  has  becu  anglicized  Mahon,  son  the  northern  road  wa§  called  the  Sbghe 


^ 
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^^lled  Belach  Mor  na  h-Osraide,  that  is,  the  Great  Road  of  Os- 

And,  moreover,  it  was  this  same  tribe  of  Cas  that  was 

t  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  wars  which  the  Kings  of  Cashel 

d  either  against  Leinster  or  Leth  Cuinn,  as  the  bard  relates 

he  following  verse: 

u  Tis  the  wont  of  the  men,  that  from  Lugaidh"  have  sprung, 
In  the  battles  of  Mnmha  to  head  the  array, 
And  they  follow  always  in  the  rear  of  her  host, 
When  from  foemen  returning  through  regions  unknown." 

^\V7ien,  indeed  Cormac,  son  of  Culinan,  had  spent  swen  years 
\^^    ^>eace  and  happiness  as  sovereign  of  Munster,  he  was  instigated 
some  of  his  nobles,  and  more  especially  by  Flathbertach,  son 
Inmanen,  Abbot  of  Inis  Cathaigh,6"  a  man  of  the  royal  blood, 
mate  a  demand  of  chief-rent  from  the  principality  of  Leinster, 
í^wfcon   the   pretext  that  it  formed  a  portion  of  Leth  Mogha. 
-ir^iiereupon,  Cormac  convened  a  general  assembly  of  the  men  of 
unster;   and  when  his  nobles  had  met  together  thereat,  the 
.an  which  they  adopted,  was  to  march  into  Leinster  for  the 
t*\irpose  of  levying  that  chief-rent,  in  right  of  the  division  which 
i^ad  been  formerly  made  between  Mogh  Nuadath  and  Conn  of 
tlie  Hundred  Battles.     Notwithstanding  this  resolve,  it  was  with 
^freat  unwillingness  that  Cormac  proceeded  upon  this  expedition, 
ífc>r   it  had  been  foreshown  to  him  that  he  should  fall  himself 
'therein  ;   but  he  consented  to  go  upon  it  nevertheless.    Previous 
X<y  his  marching,  he  made  a  will,  in  which  he  bequeathed  certain 
legacies,  which  were  to  be  given  by  Munster  to  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal churches  of  Ireland,  to  wit:  An  ounce  of  gold  ana  an 
Quince  of  silver,  with  his  accouterrnents  and  his  steed,  to  Drum- 
-Abradh,  which   is  called  Ard  Finnain;   a  chalice  of  gold,  and 
ex  chalice  of  silver,  with  a  satin  vestment,  to  Lis-mor ;   a  chalice  of 
^old,  and  a  chalice  of  silver,  with  four  ounces  of  gold,  and  live 
ounces  of  silver,  to  Cashel ;  three  ounces  of  gold  and  a  mass-book, 
Tx>  Imlech  Iubair;  an  ounce  of  gold  and  an  ounce  of  silver,  to 
<jlenn-da-loch ;   his  wares  and  clothes,  with  an  ounce  of  gold  and 
ei  satin  mantle,  to  Kill-dara;    twenty-four  ounces  of  gold  and  of 
ssilver  to  Ard-Macha;  three  ounces  of  gold  to  Inis  Cathaigh ;  and 
"tliree  ounces  of  gold  and  a  satin  vestment,  and  his  own  blessing, 
-%o  Mungarid.      The  will57  itself  is  contained  in  the  following 
'verses : 

IMidluachra    (Shlec  Mcehoghrd) ;    the  in  the  second  ceutury,  who  conquered 

Siighe  Cualann  ran  from  Tara  towards  the  territory,  now  called  Clare,  from 

^Dublin  and  Bray  ;  the  Slighe  Mor  was  the  Connaughtmen,  and  added   it  to 

"the  great  western  road,  which  extend-  Munster. 
«d  from  Dublin  to  Galway.—  O'D.  u  bus  Cathaigh,  now  Innishcathy, 

*  Lugaidh  ;  i.  e.  Lugaidh  Menn,  son  or  S cattery  Island,  in  the  Shannon, 
of  Aengus  Tirech,  King  of  Thomond,        67  The  Will.    The  metrical  copy  of 
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"  Tis  time  my  testament  were  made, 
For  danger's  hour  approacheth  fast ; 
My  days  shall  henceforth  be  but  few, 
My  life  has  almost  reached  the  goal 

My  golden  cup  of  sacrifice, 
Wherewith  I  noly  offerings  make, 
I  will  to  Senan's*  brotherhood, 
At  Inis  Cathaigh's  sacred  lane. 

The  bell  that  calleth  me  to  prayer, 
Whilst  on  the  green-robed  earth  I  stay ; 
Forget  not  with  my  friend  to  leave 
At  ConaU,8w  shrine,  where  Forgas  flows. 

My  silken  robe  of  graceful  flow, 
O'erlaid  with  gems  and  golden  braid, 
To  Ros-cre,  Paul  aud  Peter's  fane, 
And  Cronan's00  guardianship  I  leave. 

My  silver  chessboard,  of  bright  sheen, 
1  will  to  Uladh's  royal  chief; 
My  well-wrought  chain  of  faultless  gold, 
To  thee,  Mochuda,"'  I  bequeath. 

Take  then  my  amice  and  my  stole, 
Ancfcake  my  manuple  likewise  ; 
To  Lenin's  son,  who  lies  at  Cluain, 
To  Colman,"  who  has  found  his  bliss. 

My  psalter  of  illumined  leaves, 
Whose  light  no  darkness  e'er  can  hide — 
To  Caisd  1  for  ever  leave 
This  potent  gift  without  recal. 

And  my  wealth,  I  bequeath  to  the  poor, 
And  my  sins  to  the  children  of  curses ; 
And  my  dust  to  the  earth,  whence  it  rose, 
And  my  spirit  to  Him,  who  has  sent  it" 

Great,  indeed,  arc  the  commendations  which  king  Co 
has  bestowed   upon  the  community  of  Mungaid,  according 

King  Cormoc's  will,  from  which  the  the  founder  of  the  monastery  of 

editor  has  mode  the  translation,  above  Cathaigh. 

given,  is  found  but  in  one  of  his  MS.  M  ConaU.  St  Oonall,  son  of  Modon. 

copies,  and  that  one  is  modern  and  received  the  crown  of  martyrdom  in 

somewhat  incorrect.     A  version  of  it  A.  D.  721.    The  Forgas  is  now  called 

has  liccn  given  in  Derinml  OTonnor's,  the  Fergus,  a  river  of  Clare. 

but  it  would  appear  l>y  its  omission  by  *  Cronan.    St  Cronan,  the  patron 

the  learned  Pr.  Lvih-'k  t\w  Latin  trail:*-  saint  of  Rc*cre. 

lator  of  Keating,  that  it  was  not  given  ""  Modiuda,  i.e.  St  Oartbach, cnDasW 

in  the  more  correct  mpus  of  the  Foras  Mochnda,  the  founder  of  LJsmora. 

Feasn.    It  seems  iiiipiTfrct,  inasmuch  •*  Colman,  i.e.  St  Cousin,  son  of  I*»» 

as  it  does  not  mention  all  the  legacies  nin,  the  founder  of  the  chnreh  of  On-* 

contained  in  the  prose  summary  pro-  ain  Uamha,  now  called  Ckrrne,  in  TJÍ 

viouslv  given.  Iicathain,  County  Cork.     fail  «tin* 

"  Serum.  St  Senan,  or  Scnanus,  was  died  in  A.  D.  600. 
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■rhiit  we  read  in  the  duan  which  begins  with  the  line,  a  A  ghilla 
eengail  ar  loinn."  He  therein  sets  down  the  number  of  monks 
that  were  attached  to  the  six  temples  that  stood  within  the  walls  of 
that  great  monastery,  which  was  also  then  called  "  Cathair  Deocain 
Neeain,"  that  is,  the  city  of  Nesan9*  the  Deacon,  The  following 
is  the  number  of  its  members,  to  wit :  five  hundred  monks,  who 
were  men  of  learning,  and  whose  office  it  was  to  preach  to  the 
people;  six  hundred  choristers,  who  song  in  the  choirs;  and 
four  hundred  seniors,  who  were  devoted  to  the  mutation  of 
divine  things.  ^^ 

But  to  return  to  Cormac,  when  he  was  about  to  march  into 
the  territory  of  the  Leinstermen,  he  sent  for  Lorcan,  son  of 
Lactna,  the  King  of  Thomond,  whom  he  received  with  welcome 
upon  his  arrival  at  the  royal  palace  of  Cashel.  He  then  pro* 
claimed  to  the  nobles  of  the  line  of  Eogan,  that  it  was  the  right 
of  Lorcan08  to  assume  the  kingdom  ci  Munster  after  his  own 
death,  for  so  it  had  been  regulated  by  the  will  of  Olild  Olum, 
which  ordained  that  the  sovereignty  of  Munster  should  be  pos- 
sessed alternately  by  the  posterity  of  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan  and 
by  that  of  Cormac  Cas.  However,  the  desire  of  the  king  was 
not  fulfilled  in  this  matter. 

After  this,  Cormac,  having  mustered  a  large  host  around  him* 
self  and  around  Flathbertach,  son  of  Inmanen,  marched  into  the 
territory  of  the  Leinstermen,  and  demanded  of  them  to  give  him 
hostages  and  to  pay  him  tribute  as  King  of  Munster,  upon  the 
grounds  that  their  country  (Leinster)  formed  part  of  Leth 
Mogha."  Now,  when  the  host  of  Munster  had  come  together 
and  was  all  collected  into  one  camp,  previous  to  marching  upon 
the  intended  expedition,  it  happened  that  Flathbertach,  son  of 
Inmanen,  the  abbot  of  Inis  Cathaigh,  having  mounted  upon 

"  Nesan,  i.  e.  St.  Nasan,  called  the  Field  ofLugaidh,which  now  constitutes 

leper,  the  founder  and  patron  saint  of  the  county  of  Clare.    Their  exclusion 

the  monastery  of  Mungarid,  now  called  might  also  have    resulted    from   the 

Mungret,  near  Limerick,  who  died,  as  accidental  fact,  that  Aengns,  the  first 

heretofore  stated,  in  A.  D.  551.  Christian  king  of  Munster,  happened 

"  Loreav,  son  of  Lactna.    He  was  to  be  of  the  race  of  Eogan  Mor.     Cor- 

the  chief  of  the  line  of  Cormac  Cas,  mac  sought  to  put  an  end  to  this  in- 

whose  race  had  now  been  for  some  justice  by  appointing  Lorcan  his  heir, 

centuries  deprived  of  their  right  to  the  In  this,  however,  he  did  not  succeed, 

alternate  sovereignty  of  Munster.  Their  for  Lorcan  did  not  acquire  the  full 

exclusion  was  not,  however,  the  result  sovereignty  of  Munster  until  after  the 

of  the  weakness  of  the  Dal  g-Cais,  but  death  of  Flathbertach,  the  turbulent 

it  arose  from  the  fact  of  their  being  abbot  of  Inis  Cathaigh. 

5 laced  upon  the  northern  frontiers  of  M  Leth  Mogka,  i.  e.  Mogh's  Half  of 

iunster,  where  they  were  engaged  in  Ireland,  as  apportioned  between  Mogh 

constant  war,  either  in  the  defence  of  Nuadath  ana  Conn  of  the  Hundred 

their  original   territories,  or  of  their  Battles, 
more  recent  sword  land,  the  Bugged 
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horseback,  rode  through  the  street  of  the  encampment,  and  thai 
whilst  he  was  thus  engaged,  his  horse  fell  beneath  him  into  a 
deep  trench.  This  was  esteemed  an  unlucky  omen,  and  its 
consequence  was  that  a  large  portion  both  of  his  own  people  and 
of  the  whole  army,  retired  from  the  expedition,  having  first  pro- 
posed the  adoption  of  peaceful  measures — so  unfavorable  a  prog- 
nostic did  they  deem  the  sudden  fall  of  the  holy  abbot  when  he 
had  mounted  his  steed. 

Then  ambassadors  arrived  from  the  Leinstermen,  and  from 
Kerball,  son  of  Murighcn,  charged  with  proposals  of  peace  to 
king  Cormac.  These  proposals  were ;  first,  to  have  one  universal 
peace  maintained  throughout  Ireland  until  the  following  month 
of  May,  for  it  was  then  the  Fortnight  of  the  Harvest,  and  for 
that  end  to  place  hostages  in  the  hands  of  Maenach,  son  of 
Siadal,  abbot  of  Disert  Diarmoda,"  who  was  a  holy,  pious,  learn- 
ed and  wise  man ;  and,  next,  to  give  a  large  quantity  of  jeweb 
and  valuables  to  Cormac  himself,  and  also  to  Flathbertach, 
of  Inmanen,  as  a  recompense  for  having  assented  to  such  a 
Cormac  was  most  willing  to  grant  their  request;  whereupon  he 
immediately  proceeded  to  acquaint  Flathbertach,  that  these 
ambassadors  had  come  to  him  from  the  king  of  Leinster,  demand- 
ing peace  until  the  ensuing  month  of  May,  and  offering  jeweb 
and  valuables  to  them  both  from  the  people  of  Leinster,  provided 
they  would  return  home  in  peace  to  their  own  country.  But 
when  Flathbertach  had  heard  him  out,  he  fell  into  a  violent  ran 
and  he  exclaimed,  "  How  easily  seen  is  the  weakness  of  tnj 
mind,  and  the  littleness  of  thy  intellect  and  thy  spirit  I "  Ana 
after  this  fashion  he  then  addressed  much  of  abusive  and  con- 
temptuous language  to  Cormac.  The  latter  replied  to  him  in  the 
following  words,  "  I  know  full  well  what  will  oe  the  result  of  all 
this,  to  wit,  a  battle  shall  be  fought  with  the  men  of  Leinster,  in 
which  I  shall  be  slain,  and  in  which  it  is  probable  that  thou 
shnlt  meet  thy  death  likewise." 

Having  uttered  these  words,  Cormac  proceeded,  sad  and  de- 
jected, to  his  own  tent  "When  he  had  taken  his  seat  therein,  a 
basket  of  apples  was  set  before  him,  which  he  began  to  shim 
amongst  his  attendants,  saying,  "My  dear  friends,  I  shall  never 
more  share  any  apples  amongst  you,  from  this  hour  forth." 
'( Dear  lord,1'  said  his  folk,  "  thou  hast  cast  us  into  sadness  and 
grief.  Why  art  thou  thus  wont  to  prophesy  evil  for  thvselff  * 
"Believe  what  I  now  say,  friends  of  my  heart,"  Baid  Connaq 
"for  though  I  am  wont  to  distribute  apples  amongst  you  witk 
my  own  hand?,  it  will  belittle  wonder  if  somebody  else  in  raj 
stead  should  share  them  amongst  you  henceforth." 

•  Disert  Diarmada,  now  called  Gastle-dermot,  in  the  county  of  Kfldam 
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Cornice  then  gave  orders  to  have  a  guard  placed  upon  his 
teot9    SLutl  the  pious  and  learned  Maenach,  son  of  Siadal,  the  sue- 
(>Bor  of  St  Comgallr  sent  for,  in  order  that  he  might  confess 
&*  Bins  to  that  holy  man,  and  make  his  testament  in  his  pree- 
en°^*     He  then  received  the  body  of  Christ  from  Maenach,  before 
wkoxaa  he  renounced  the  world,  for  he  was  certain  that  he  should 
w  ^lain  in  the  impending  battle,  but  he  did  not  wish  that  his 
J^Eriois  should  know  this.    He  willed  that  his  body  should  be 
jrougvtit  to  Cluain  Uamha,  if  it  were  possible  to  bringit  thither, 
jjkii:  this  could  not  be  done,  to  have  it  brought  to  twbemetery 
**^i&Tmaid,  son  of  Aedh  Roin,*4  that  is,  to  Disert  Diarmoda, 
^°^e  he  had  formerly  spent  a  long  time  as  student ;  but  he 
""    t»xed  to  be  buried,  at  Cluain  Uamha  (CloyneX  with  the  son 
-rain.    Maenach,  however,  preferred  to  have  mm  buried  at 
Diarmoda,  where  there  was  at  that  time  a  convent  of 
of  the  followers  of  St  Comgall,  for  Maenach  himself  was 
jt  time  the  comarba,  or  successor,  of  St  Comgall."    He  was, 
T^^fiare  stated,  a  man  of  piety  and  wisdom,  ana  he  had  gone 
!_lr*c>^*^jh  much  annoyance  and  labor  on  that  occasion  in  endeavor- 
""        bring  about  a  peace  between  the  men  of  Leinster  and  the 
of  Munster. 

aV^3  ^t,  likewise,  numbers  of  the  men  of  Munster  had  deserted 
j»***^  that  expedition  without  leave,  for  they  had  learned  that 
^J^11^  *^*  Sinna,  son  of  Maelsechlainn,  monarch  of  Ireland,  was  in 
t^^-^^xicampment  of  Leinster,  accompanied  by  a  numerous  force, 
^  ^^.  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  It  was  then  that  Maenach,  son 
w  *  «uial,  said,  "  Good  people  of  Munster,  it  were  wise  on  your 
"to  take  the  noble  hostages,  namely,  Kerball,  King  of  Lein- 
>  and  the  son  of  the  king  of  Osraicfe,  that  are  offered  to  you, 
w^  either  to  keep  them  yourselves,  or  to  place  them  in  the 
«i-xT^^s  of  some  devout  men  until  May  next."  Thereupon  the 
vJ^*^le  of  the  men  of  Munster  replied  unanimously,  that  Flath- 
L^^Sich,  son  of  Inmanen,  was  the  man  who  had  forced  them 
Vrivade  Leinster. 

^íVhen   this  complaint    was  ended,   the    army  of   Munster 
^^.Tched  eastwards  over  Sliabh  Margi,"  to  the  Droiched  Leith- 

*  Son  of  Aedh  Roin.     Diarmaid  bot  of  Bcnncboir,  in  right  of  which 

'was  the  grandson,  not  the  son,  of  Aedh  dignity  he  presided  over  all  the  monas- 

Roin,  King  of  UHdia,  who  was  plain  teries  that  followed  the  rule  of  St. 

in  732 .    From  Diarmaid,  Disert  Diar-  Comgall.      Maenach,  the   holy   man 

mada,  i.  c.  Diarmaid's  Desert,  has  its  above  mentioned,  who  was  called  "  the 

name.     He  was  an  anchorite  and  a  best  scribe  of  all  the  Irish  race,"  died 

distinguished  doctor  in  his  day,  and  in  A.  D.  919. 
died  in  A.  D.  823.  •  Sliabh  Margi,  now  Slicvemargy, 

97  Comarba  of  St.  Comgall,  i.  e.  ab-  in  the  Queen's  county. 
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glinni.8*    Here  Tibradi,  the  comarba  of  St  Albi,™  took  up  his 
station,  accompanied  by  a  numerous  array  of  ecclesiastics,  and 
with  him  were  left  the  camp  followers  and  the  baggage  horses. 
Then  the  men  of  Munstcr  sounded  their  trumpets,  and  gave  the 
signal  for  forming  into  line  of  battle,  and  marched  onward  upom 
Magh  Ailbi,  where  they  took  up  a  strong  position  in  front  of  «^ 
wood,  and  there  awaited  the  enemy. 

The  army  of  Munstcr  was  drawn  up  in  three  equal  divisions^ 
Of  these,  the  first  was  commanded   by  Flathbertach,  son  ofi^ 
Inmancn,  and  Kellach,  son  of  Kerball,  King  of  Osraidc.   Cormac^ 
son  of  Culinan,  King  of  Munstcr,  commanded  the  second  derision „ 
and  Cormac,  son  of  Molta,  King  of  the  Desi,  was  the  leader  of 
the  third.    And  the  warriors  were  disheartened  by  reason  of  the 
multitude  of  their  enemies  and  of  the  fewness  of  their  own  host, 
for  some  authors  assert  that  the  army  of  Leinster  was  four  times 
more  numerous  than  that  of  Munster. 

Woeful,  indeed,  was  the  tumult  and  clamor  of  that  battle;0 
for  there  rose  the  death  cry  of  the  men  of  Munster  as  they  fell, 
and  the  shouting  of  the  Ixiinstermen,  exulting  in  the  slaughter 
of  their  foes.  There  were  two  reasons  why  the  fight  went  so 
suddenly  against  the  Munstcrmcn.  The  first  was,  because 
Keilichar,  a  relative  of  Kcnnghegan,,,  a  former  king  of  Munster. 


69  Droichet    Leith glinni,    i.    e.    the  learned  in  the  Scotic  tongue. 

Bridge  of  Lcithglcn,  now  called  Leigh-  were  the  nobles  that  fell  Kith  him. 

lin,  in  Car  low.  namely,  Fogartach  the  Wise,  son  of 

"  Comarba  of  St.  Albi,  i.  e.  the  sue-  Suibni,  lord  of  Kiarraide  Cuirche, 


cessor  of  that  saint    The  abbot  of    called  Kcrrycurriky,  in  the  county  of 
Imlcch  Iubair,  now  called  Emly,  in    Cork ;  Kellach,  eon  of  Kerboll,  lord 


tbc    county  of    Limerick,    was    thus  of  Osraidc ;  Maclgorm,  lord  of 

styled.  raidc  Luachrn,  in  Kerry ;  Madmorda, 

71  T/iat  tKittle.    The  battle  of  Belach  lord  of  Rathlenn ;  Olild,  bod  of  Eogan, 

Mughna,  i.    e.    Mughain's    Pass,  or  abbot  of  Trian  Corcaighe,  (i.  e.  the 

Road,  which  is  now  called  Ballagh-  Third  of  Core)  Colman,  abbot  of  Ken 

moon,  a  place  that  lies  two  miles  and  Etigh,  and  the  lord  of  Corca  DninoL 

a  half  north  of  the  present  town  of  and  many  other  nobles  besides  them. 

Kildarc,  is  thus  recorded  by  the  Four  and   *ix  thousand    men   along   with 

Masters :  them." 

"  A.  D.  903.    The  27th  Tear  of  ™  Kenngfcgan.     His  proper  name 

Flann.    The  battle  of  Belach  Mughna  was  Finguini.    This  king  was  the  hv- 

was  fought  by  Flann,  son  of  Mad-  mediate   predecessor    of   Cormac,  to 

scchlainn,  king  of  Ireland,  and  by  Kcr-  whom  he  relinquished  Casbcl  in  A.  D. 

ball,  son  of  Murighcn,  king  of  Leinster.  89G,  the  year  after  which  he  was  shin 

and  by  Cathal,  son  of  Concobar,  king  by  his  own  tribe,  namely  the  Kind 

of  Connaught,  against  Cormac,  son  of  Aengusa,  or  the  race  of  Aengos,  son 

Culcnnan,  king  of  Caisol.    The  battle  of  Nadfraech,  which  was  afterward 

was  gained  over  Cormac.  and  he  him-  known  as  the  Mac  Carthks,  O'Keeft* 

self  was  slain,  though  his  loss  was  and  O'Calla^hans.     Cormac  belonged 

mournful, for  lie  was  a  king,  a  bishop,  an  himself  to  this  tribe» 
anchorite,  a  scribe,  and    profoundly 
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jvntped  hastily  upon  his  steed,  and  as  soon  as  he  found  himself 
mounted,  cried  out,  "  Flee,  0  Free  Clans  of  Minister,  flee  from 
ibis  terrible  conflict,  and  let  the  ecclesiastics7*  fight  it  out  them- 
selves, since  they  would  accept  no  other  condition  but  that  of 
battle  from  the  people  of  Leinster."    Having  thus  spoken,  he 
doitted  the  field  of  strife,  followed  by  many  of  the  combatants. 
The  other  reason  why  the  men  of  Munster  were  routed  was 
because  Kellach,  son  of  Kerball,  king  of  Osraide,  when  he  per- 
ceived the  carnage  that  was  made  amongst  his  people,  jumped 
iikewise  with  haste  upon  his  steed,  and  thence  addressed  his 
host  in  these  words,  "  Mount  your  steeds,"  said  he,  "and  banish 
these  men,  who  stand  up  against  you."    But  though  he  used 
Úúb  language,  he  did  not  mean  to  encourage  them  to  drive  off 
Qbeir  enemies  by  fighting,  but  he  thus  let  them  know  that  it  was 
Bine  for  themselves  to  run  away.    The  result  of  these  two  causes 
Bras  that  the  ranks  of  the  men  of  Munster  were  broken,  and  they 
srere  put  to  sudden  and  general  rout    Alas  I  great  indeed  was 
the  carnage  that  then  spread  over  Magh  n- Ailbi.    Neither  lay* 
cqan  nor  ecclesiastic  found  quarter  therein ;  both  were  slaughtered 
indiscriminately,  and  if  any  man  of  either  class  happened  to  be 
spared,  he  owed  his  life  not  to  the  mercy  but  to  thp  cupidity  of 
the  vanquishers,  covetous  of  his  ransom. 

Hereupon  Cormac  rushed  toward  the  van  of  the  first  division, 
but  his  horse  fell  beneath  into  a  ditch,  and  he  was  himself  dash- 
ed upon  the  ground.  Some  of  his  people  who  were  running 
«way  from  the  battle,  saw  him  in  this  position,  and  they  came  at 
once  to  his  relief  and  replaced  him  upon  his  steed.  It  was  there 
that  Cormac  met  one  of  his  own  pupils,  a  free-born  man  named 
Aedh,  who  was  distinguished  for  nis  proficiency  in  wisdom,  laws, 
and  history,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue.  To  him 
the  royal  prelate  addressed  these  words :  u  Dear  son,  do  not  fol- 
lowme ;  but  betake  thyself  hence,  as  well  thou  mayest,  and  remem- 
ber that  I  had  said  that  I  should  myself  be  slain  in  this  battle." 
Cormac  then  rode  forward,  and  full  of  the  blood  of  horses  and  of 
men  was  the  way  before  him.  But  the  slipperiness  of  that  field 
of  carnage  soon  caused  the  feet  of  his  horse  to  glide  from  under 
him,  and  he  reared  and  fell  backwards,  crushing  his  rider  be- 

n  Ecclesiastics.  O'Halloran  assigns  Monaster  Emhin,  or  the  monastery  of 
a  cause  for  the  expedition  of  Cormac  St.  Emhin,  near  the  river  Barrow, 
into  Leinster,  which  may  explaiu,  if  The  object  of  the  war,  according  to 
not  excuse,  the  great  numbers  of  ecclesi-  him,  was  the  restoration  of  their  mon- 
astics engaged  in  this  battle.  Accord-  astic  privileges  to  these  monks.  It  is 
ing  to  him,  it  was  entirely  undertaken  evident  that  Cormac  was  not  very 
for  a  religious  object.  Kerball,  king  popular  among  his  own  kinsmen,  per- 
of  Leinster,  had  expelled  a  convent  of  haps  because  of  the  favor  he  showed 
monks,  composed  exclusively  of  Mun-  to  their  rivals,  the  Dal  g-Cais. 
stermen,  from  Eos  Glas,  called,  also, 
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neath  him.  The  nock  and  back  of  Corrnac  were  broken  in  thai 
fall,  ami  lit?  died  saying,  "  Into  thy  hands,  O  Lord,  I  commit  mj 
spirit ! "  Then,  some  wicked  folk  came  up  and  pierced  his  bodj 
with  their  javelins  and  cut  off  his  head.74 

llanmer  states  in  his  chronicle,  that  it  was  the  Lochlannaigh 
that  slew  Corrnac,  together  with  Kerball,  son  of  Murighen,1*  king 
of  Lcinster,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nine  hundred  and  five ;  but 
such  is  not  the  fact,  for  this  battle  was  not  fought  by  the  Loch- 
lannaigh, but  by  Flann  Sinna,  King  of  Ireland ;  and  Kerball,  sod 
of  Murighen,  was  not  slain  therein.  This  is  evident  from  the 
historic  tale,  which  is  called  the  Battle  of  Belach  Mughna,  where 
Corrnac,  son  of  Culinnan,  fell. 

The  number  of  noble  ecclesiastics,  kings,  chiefs  and  warriors, 
slain  in  this  battle,  was  very  great.  Kellach,  son  of  Kerball,  king 
of  Osraide,  and  his  son,  fell  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  conflict 
Therein  also  fell:  Fogartach,  son  of  Suibni,  king  of  Kiarraide;" 
and  Olild,  son  of  Eogan,  a  learned  nobleman ;  and  Colman,  Ab- 
bot of  Kenn-etigh,"  Ard-ollamh  of  the  Brchons  of  Ireland;  and 
numbers  of  their  followers  were  slaughtered  around  them.  The 
following  noblemen  likewise  fell  therein,  namely :  Corrnac,  son 
of  Molta,  king  of  the  Desi;  Dubagan,"  King  of  Fermaighe; 
Kennfaeladh,"  King  of  Ui  Conaill  Gabra;  Aidin,  King  of  Aid- 
ni,M  who  had  been  driven  an  exile  into  Munster;  and  Maelma- 

74  Cut  off  his  head.    The  stone  on  They,  together  with  the  O  Coffleaini 

which  the  head  of  the  royal  sage  of  or  Collins,  the  Mac  Ennerica,  O  Pin» 

Cashel  was  cut  off,  is  still  pointed  out  nerics,  and  O'Shcehans,  formed  the  tribe 

at  Ball airh moon.    The  name  of  the  of  Ui  Conaill  Gabra,  whose  ancient 

man  that  beheaded  him.  has  been  re-  territories  lay  on  the  west  of  Limerick, 

con  led.    It  was  Fiach  Ua  Ugfodan,  and  are  now  known  as  the  barones  of 

of  Dcnli*.  Upper  and  Lower  Conillo.    They  me 

:i  Kerball,  son  of  Murighen.  lie  was  a  branch  of  the  Ui  Fidghenti,  a  nee 

^lain.  according  to  an  old  poem  quoted  descended  from  Eogan  Mor,  son  of  OtiH 

in  the  Four  Masters,  by  a  foreigner  Olum.  and  had  no  relation  to  the  O 

named  llulb,  one  year  and  a  day  after  nells  of  Magh  0  g-Coinchin,  now! 

the  death  of  his  adversary  Corrnac.  He  unihy  in  Kerry — though  Bome»fl 

wa=;  the  last  king  of  Lcinster,  who  held  by  the  resemblance  in  sound  beta 

his  residence  in  the  ancient  royal  seat  the  English  form  of  Council  and  the  Irian 

of  Nas.  now  Xaas,  in  Kildare.  word  Conaill,  have  asserted  that  the 

""  Kiarrmdc,  i.  e.,  of  Kiarraidc  Cuir-  O'Connells  were  once  chiefs  of  the  Ui 

ohi,  now  Kerrycurriky,  in  the  south  of  Conaill   Gabra,   (U  Conaill   Govtu). 

Cork.  But  the  Irish  form  of  O  Gocmel  ■ 

"  Kcnn  Et/ph.    New  Kcnnity,  in  0  Conghaile,  which  is  now  proooanonf 

Uie  Barony  of  iSnUvbrit,  and  Kiu.^M  co.  somewhat  like  O  Contehj,  and  is  derirei 

:'  Dulxi'zan.     The  ancestor  of  the  from  the  proper  name  Congal  or  On» 

O  Dubagains,  now  0  Dugans  or  Dug-  glial,  not  Conall.    Tttey  are  of  the  ma 

gnus,  once  lords  of  Fermoy.  of  Conari,  son  of  Mogh  f^m^  and  Ml 

'*  Kennfaeladh.    It  is  probably  from  of  Olild  Olum. 
this  chief,  that  0  Kincalies,  in  Irish       "  Aidni,  i.  e.  Ui  Fiachrach  AhH 

<  >  Cinuf  haelaidh,  have  taken  their  name,  in  Connaught 


f 
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Madigan,  Dubdaboirenn,  Conall  and  Feradach ;  and  also 

—i,  King  of  Ui  Liathain,  and  Domnall,  King  of  Dun  Kermna. 

/^1*^     following  were  the  chieftains  who  won  that  battle  over  the 

stermen,  namely:  Flann  Sinna,  son  of  Maelsechlainn,  mon- 

of  Ireland ;  Kerball,  son  of  Murighen,  king  of  Leinster; 

r,  son  of  Faelan,  king  of  the  Ui  Kennselaigh ;  Teminen,  king 

i  Degadh  ;M  Kellach  and  Lorcan,  the  two  kings  of  the  Ki- 

5M  Inneirghi,  son  of  Dubgilla,  king  of  the  Ui  Drona;84  Fol- 

lain,  son  of  Olild,  king  of  the  Fotharta  Fea;w  Tuathal,  son 

Tgari,  king  of  the  Ui  Muredaigh  ;88  Odran,  son  of  Kenne- 

king  of  Laeighis ;  Maelcalann,  son  of  Fergal,  king  of  the 

uatha;M  and  Cleirkin,  king  of  the  Ui  BarchL" 

t  this  battle,  Flann  Sinna,  monarch  of  Ireland,  marched 

a  large  and  regal  host  of  cavalry  into  Osraide,  in  order  to 

ill  Diarmaid,69  son  of  Kerball,  as  king  over  that  territory,  after 

Tbrother  Kellach,  son  of  Kerball,  who  had  previously  held 

dignity,  and  who  had  just  fallen  in  battle,  fighting  at  the 

of  Cormac;  for  he  had  been  the  subject  of  the  latter  prince, 

^^^-^^:much  as  his  territory  formed  portion  of  Leth  Mogna,  of 

jh  Cormac  had  been  sovereign. 

hen  the  conflict  was  over,  certain  folk  came  into  the  pres- 
of  Flann  Sinna,  to  whom  they  had  brought  the  head  of  Cor- 
son of  Culinnan ;  and  they  addressed  that  monarch :  "  life 
health  to  thee,  O  mighty  and  victorious  king !     We  have 

-Jfaelmuadh ;  This  is  probably  the  "  Ui  Muredaigh.     This  tribe  then 

*mt  Rathlenn,  who  is  called  Mael-  occupied  the  northern  half  of  the  coon- 

""  a  by  the  Four  Masters.  ty  of  Kildare,    Their  chief  sept  after- 

Ui  Degadh.     A  tribe  of  this  name,  wards  took  the  name  of  OTuathail;  and 

^Mi  is  otherwise  spelled  Ui  Deaghadh,  they  now  call  themselves  Toohili  Tooles, 

~->aa),  was  situated  south  of  Arklow,  or  Tuthills. 

^  county  of  Wicklow.  m  Fortv-atha.      This,   according  to 

Kineil ;  i.  c.  of  the   Tribes.    The  Dr.  O'Donovan,  was  an  alias  name  for 

r  does  not  know  what  tribes  are  Ui  Mail,  (Imaile),  a  well  known  terri- 

meant,  if  it  be  not  the  Cinél  Cobh-  tory  lying  round  Glendaloch,  in  the 

*h  (Kinail  Cowhigh),  a  tribe  de-  county  of  Wicklow. 

Oed  from  Cathacir  Mor,  seated  at  **  Ui  BaircJii.    This  tribe,  descended 

Ladrann  in  Wexford.  from  Dari  Barach,  son  of  Cathacir  Mor, 

Ui  Drona.    They  were  seated  in  was  at  the  time  of  this  battle  seated  in 

"*ie,  in  the  county  of  Carlow.  Their  the  county  of  Kildare,  between  the  Ui 

^"  family  afterwards  took  the  name  Drona  and  Ui  Muredaigh  ;  their  tcrri- 

^Q  Riain,   now    anglicized    Ryan,  tory  lay  east  of  the  River  Barrow,  in 

"^se  are  not  the  0  Maeilriains  of  the  county  of  Kildare.  Their  chief  fam- 

"yJ^T^-^iini  in  Munster,  whose  name  has  ily  took  the  name  of  Mac  Gormain,  and 

^^^**  also  anglicized  Ryan.  eventually  migrated  to  Ibrickan,  in  the 

Fotharta  Fea.    They  were  seated  county  of  Clare. 

^   "*he  present  barony  of  Forth,  in  Car-  w  Diarmaid.     lie  had,  apparently, 

^-   0  Nualain  orO  Nolan,  was  after-  been  expelled  from  his  native  country 

^^^ds  their  chief  family.  during  the  reign  of  his  brother. 
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brought  thee  hither  the  head  of  Connac,  king  of  Minister.   Take 
it  then,  and  press  it  beneath  thy  thighs ;  for  it  has  been  a  custom" 
amongst  the  kings  that  have  gone  before  thee,  whenever  they 
had  slain  another  kin^  in  battle,  to  cut  off  his  head  and  to  press 
it  beneath  their  thighs."     However,  they  were  disappointed  in 
their  expectations ;  for  the  sovereign  not  only  returned  them  no 
thanks  for  their  present,  but  he  condemned  them  in  severe  terms 
for  the  evil  deed  they  had  committed.     And  he  both  said,  that 
it  was  a  sad  and  cruel  act,  to  have  cut  off  the  head  of  that  holy 
bishop,  and  declared  that  he  would  never  exult  over  it     He 
then  took  the  consecrated  head  of  the  pious  bishop  into  his  liands 
and  kissed  it,  and  turned  round  three  times  therewith.     After 
this,  the  head  was  carried  with  honor  to  where  the  body  lay, 
and  to  Maenach,  son  of  Siadal,  the  successor  of  St.  Coingall. 
by  whom  both  were  borne  to  Disert  Diannada,   and  then 
buried  with  great  honor.     Some  historians  will  have  it,  that 
Inis  Cathaigh  is  the  place  whither  Cormac's  remains  had  bee 
carried  for  sepulture.     What  heart  would  not  feel  saddened 
that  deed,  to  wit,  the  death  and  mutilation  of  so  sacred  a  person — 
age,  who  was  the  wisest  of  the  men  of  Ireland  in  his  own  day  c 
a  learned  scholar  in  the  Gaelic  and  Latin  Languages;  an  arch- 
bishop who  was  filled  with  devotion,  and  sincerity  and  prayer". 
and  cnastity,  and  godliness ;  the  head  of  doctrine  and  true  philos- 
ophy and  good  morals,  and  the  Ard-righ  of  the  two  pentarchates 
of  Mumha? 

Flann  Sinna,  monarch  of  Ireland,  at  length  returned  to  hi? 
home,  when  he  had  established  Diarmaid,  son  of  Kerball,  a>« 

*  A  Custom. — The  editor  has  met  monarch  Flann.    One  year  prcvioufir, 

with    no    mention  elsewhere,   of  any  A.  1).  902,  the  26th  rear  of  the  reigi 

such  atrocious  custom  us  that  above  of  Flann,  we  arc  told,  that "  an  amy 

named.   The  passage  alluding  to  it  has  of  the  men  of  Munstcr,  was  led  by  Car» 

been  altogether  omitted    in    J)ermot  mac,  son  of  Culeunan,  and  by  Flathber- 

O'Connor's  translation ;  and  the  pre»-  tach,  to  Magh  Lena,  (in  the  king» 

cnt  editor  would  willingly  be  spared  county).    The  people  of  Leth  Cainn 

the  task  of  rendering  it,  did  candor  al-  collected  against  tnem,  about  Flann. 

low  of  his  passing  it  over.    If  such  a  son  of  Maelscchlainn ;  and  a  battle  was 

custom  ever  had  existence,  it  might  fought  between  them  in  which  tile 

posvibly  have  originated  in  some  hor-  of   Leth    Gninn  were    defeated. 

ribly  distorted  and  heathenish  tradition  Maelcraeibi    Ua  Cathalain.  m 

of  that  primitive  Eastern  custom,  in  Another  army  was  led  by  Connac, and 

accordance  witli  which  servants  were  by  Flathbcrtach,  against  the  Ui  Xeill 

wont  to  swear  obedience,  by  placing  of  the  south,  and  against  tin  Cod» 

their  hand  l>en<»ath  the  thigh  of  their  naughtmen ;  and  they  carriod  a  way  the 

master,  of  which  an  example  is  seen  in  hostages  of  Connaught  in  their  great 

Genesis  xxiv.  2.  fleets  on  the  Shannon ;  and  tin  isShadi 

Hie  engagement  just  recorded,  was  of  Loch  Ribh  were  plundered  by 

not  the  only  one  where  Connac  had  — See  Four  Matter*. 
measured  his  strength  with  that  of  the 
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king  of  Osraide,  and  had  made  peace  between  that  chief  and  his 
kinsmen.  The  Leinstermen  also  returned  to  their  homes,  exult- 
ing in  their  victory;  and  Kerball,  son  of  Murighen,  king  of 
Leinster,  next  marched  towards  Kill-dara,  whither  he  had  brought 
affreat  number  of  Munstermen  who  had  become  his  prisoners, 
and  amongst  these  was  Flathbcrtach,  son  of  Inmanen.  Flathber- 
tach  was  then  brought  into  Kill-dara ;  and  there  the  clergy  of 
Leinster  act  about  reproving  him  with  great  severity,  for  they 
were  well  aware  that  it  was  through  his  contrivance  that  so  de- 
structive a  conflict  had  been  brought  about  But,  when  Ker- 
ball, King  of  Leinster,  had  died,  Flathbertach  was  released;  and, 
in  á  year  after,  Muirenn,  Ban-comarba*  of  St  Brighitt,  conveyed 
him  out  of  the  city  and  sent  a  large  body  of  the  clergy  of  Leins- 
ter as  his  escort,  with  directions  that  they  should  guard  him  un- 
til he  should  reach  Magh  n-An^."  Then,  when  he  had  arrived 
in  Munster,  after  this  manner,  he  returned  to  his  own  monastery 
of  Inifl  Cathaigh,  where  he  spent  a  short  time  in  the  practice  of 
piety  and  devotion.  After  some  time  he  came  out  of  nis  monas- 
tery, for  the  purpose  of  assuming  the  sovereignty  of  Munster,  as 
the  successor  of  Dublactna,  son  of  Maelguala,  who  had  reigned 
over  that  principality  for  seven  yeare,**  after  the  death  of  Cor- 
mac. As  king,  he  continued  to  rule  his  territories  for  twenty 
years. 

It  is  so  that  the  facts,  above  recorded,  are  related  in  the  an- 
cient book,  which  is  called  the  Annals  of  Cluain  Aidnech  in 
Laeighis,  which  give  a  full  and  clear  account  of  this  battle  of 
Belach  Mughna ;  and  it  is  so,  that  they  are  read  in  the  historic 
lay  composed  by  Dalian,  the  Ollamh  of  Kerball,  king  of  Leinster, 
in  which  he  has  given  an  abridged  summary  of  the  battle  itself, 
and  has  stated  the  number  of  warriors  that  fell  therein.  But  I 
shall  not  quote  here  any  more  than  the  first  verse  of  this  lay, 
because  the  noblemen  that  fell  on  that  field  have  been  already 
mentioned  by  name.     The  following  is  the  verse : 

"  Ban-Comarba,  of  St.  Brighitt,  i.  e.  from  the  death  of  Cormac  to  the  acoes- 

Femalc-succcsor.    This  was  the  title  sion  of  Flathberthach ;  or,  as  is  not 

of  the  Abbess  of  Kill-dara.  unlikely,  no  chieftain  was  found  strong 

w  Magh  n-Airb.     A  plain  in  the  enough,  during  that  time,  to  get  him- 

barony  of  Crannagh,  and  county  of  self  inaugurated  at  Cashel.    O'Hallor- 

Kilkenny.  an  has  also  fallen  into  the  error  of 

*  Seven  years.  This  is  a  mistake.  Dub-  placing  Dublactna,  son  of  Maelguala, 

lactna  had  died  in  A.  D.  890,  and  was  on  the  throne ofMunster.when  the  reigns 

succeeded  by  Finguini,  called  Kenng-  of  two  of  his  successors  had  already 

hegan,  who  was  the  immediate  prede-  passed  bv.     O'Dubagain's  Poem,    an 

cc83or  of    Cormac,  son    of   Culinan.  published  by  O'Daly,  makes  Flathber- 

Either  Lorcan,  king  of  Thomond,  must  tach  the  next  sovereign  after  Cormaa 
have  held  the  chief  power  in  Munster, 
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NIALL  GLUN-DUBH,   ABD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  924."    Niall  Glun-dubh,"  son  of  Aedh  Finn-liath,  son 
Niall  Calli,  son  of  Aedh  Oirnighe,  son  of  Ninll  Frasach,  of 
he  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  three 
ears. 

The  royal  fair,  or  assembly  of  Talti  was  renewed  by  this  king. 

t  was,  also,  this  Niall  that  marched  with  a  strong  force  of  the 

^Qaels  to  give  battle  to  the  Lochlannaigh  of  loch  Da-caech,H  in 

Ulster,  on  which  occasion  great  numbers  both  of  the  natives 

«and  the  foreigners  were  slain.     It  was,  likewise,  during  his 

^xeign  that  the  pirate  chieftain  Imhar  routed  the  Leinstermen  ia 

Instituted  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  in  Magh  Femheun  (South  Tipperary), 
"the  Saxons,  and  who  was  the  most  on  the  22nd  of  August  The  foreign- 
distinguished  for  prowess,  wisdom  and  era  entered  thaU  territory  on  the  same 
3«ety  of  the  Saxon  kings,  died." — lb.  day.    The  Irish  attacked  them  the  3rd 

M  A.  D.  915. — lb.  hour  before  noon,  so  that  1100  men 

"  Niall  IV.    This  is  the  ancestor  were  slain  between  them.    But  more 

from  whom  the  O'Neills  of  Tyrone  of  the  foreigners  fell,  and  they  were 

take  their   name.     From   his  elder  defeated.    Tnere  fell  here,  in  the  heat 

brother  Domnall,  king  of  Ailech,  or  of  the  conflict,  the  chief  of  Carraig 

north-western  Ulster,  came  the  sept  of  Brachaide,   and  Maelfinnen,   son  of 

0  Donngali,  now  called  0' Donnelly.  Donnagan,  chief  of  Ui  Kearnaigh,  Fer- 

"  Lock  Dacaech,  in  Ulster,    This  is  gal,  son  of  Murighen,  chief  of   Ui 

a  yery  great  mistake.    Loch  Dacaech  Crimthainn,  and  others.     Beinforce* 

was  the  old  name  of  Waterford  Har-  ments  set  out  from  the  fortress  of  the 

bor,  which  lay  between  Leinster  and  foreigners  to  relieve  their  people.   The 

Monster.    Port  Largi,  i.  e.  the  Port  Gaels  returned  back  to  their  camp  be- 

or  Fort  of  Larac,  the  more  modern  fore  the  arrival  of  the  last  host,  which 

Gaelic  name  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  was  commanded  by  Raghnall,  king  of 

was  not  in  all  probability  given  to  it  the  Dubh  Goill  (Danes),  who  had  an 

until  after  the  death  of  the  Northman  army  with  him.     Niall  set  out  against 

chieftain  Larac,  who  flourished  in  A.  D.  them  with  a  small  force,  so  that  God 

951.      The  name  of  Waterford  was  prevented  their  slaughter  through  him. 

given  to  it  by  the  Danes  or  Norsemen,  Niall  remained  encamped  against  the 

who  write  it  Vedraf  jord,  wich  is  sup-  foreigners  for  twenty  nights  after  this, 

posed  to  signify  "  weather  bay." — O'D.  He  then  requested  of  the  Leinstermen 

"A.  D.  915.    Sitric,  grandson  of  to  continue  the  siege.    This  the  latter 

Imhar,  with  his  fleet,  took  up  at  Kerm-  did,  until  Sitric,  grandson  of  Imhar, 

fuait,  in  the  east  of  Leinster.    Ragh-  gave  them  battle  at  Kenn-fuait,  where 

nail,  grandson  of  Imhar,  with  another  six  hundred  were  slain   around    the 

fleet,  went  to  the  foreigners.  lords  of  Leinster,  together  with  their 

"  A  slaughter  was  made  of  the  for-  king  Ugari,  son  of  Ailall.  These  are 
eignere  by  the  Muustermen.  Another  the  names  of  some  of  the  chiefs  :  Man- 
slaughter was  made  of  them  by  the  morda,  lord  of  Airther  Lifi ;  Mugron, 
Eoganachta  and  the  Kiarraighe.  lord  of  the  three   Comainns  and  of 

."An  army  of  the  Ui  Neill  of  the  Lacighis ;  TuathalJordofUiFcinech 

south  and  north  was  led  by  Niall,  king  lais,  and  many  other  chiefs,  with  the 

of  Ireland,  to  the  men  of  Munster,  to  archbishop  Maelmaedog,  son  of  Diar- 

wage  war  against  the  foreigners.    He  maid,  who  was  of  the  Ui  Conannla, 

pitched  his  camp  at  Tobar  Gethrach,  abbot  of  Glenn  Uiscan,  a  distinguished 
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the  battle  of  Kenn-fuaid,97  wherein  six  hundred  of  the  latter  were 
Hlain,  around  Maelmorda,  son  of  Murighen,  king  of  the  territory 
west  of  the  Lifi ;  around  Ugari,  son  of  Olild ;  around  Moghron, 
or  Odran,  sou  of  Kenneidign,  king  of  the  three  Comainns  and 
of  Laeighis,  and  around  many  other  chiefs  that  I  shall  not  now 
name. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Oitir,  another  chieftain  of  the 
Loehlaniiaigh,  sailed  with  a  numerous  host  from  Loch-da-caech 
to  Alba,  where  Cuas,M  son  of  Aedh,  met  him  in  battle,  wherein 
Oitir  fell  himself,  together  with  great  numbers  of  his  followers. 

During  the  reign  of  Niall,  there  arrived  in  Ireland  another 
groat  host  of  the  foreigners,  under  the  conduct  of  Sitric  and  the 
8onsof  Irnhar.  These  seized  upon  the  city  of  Ath-cliath,  in  spite 
of  the  men  of  Ireland.  Thereupon,  Niaíí  Glun-dubh  assembled 
the  full  force  of  Leth  Cuinn,  and  with  which  he  engaged  the 
Lochlannaigh  in  battle  at  Ath-cliath,90  where  he  was  himself 
slain,  together  with  ConcobarO  Maelsechlainn,  the  heir  apparent 
to  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  and  Aedh,  son  of  Eocagan,  king 
of  Ulidia,  and  Maclrnithigh,  son  of  Flannagan,  king  of  Breagh, 
and  Maclcraeibi  O  Dubsinnaigh,  king  of  Oirghialla,  and  many 
chieftains  and  warriors  of  inferior  degree. 

D0NXCAD1I,   ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  927.10*  Donneadh,1  son  of  Flann  Sinna,  son  of 
Maelsechlainn,  of  tlxe  line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of 

scribe  and  anchorite,  and  an  adopt  in  enumerated,  there  fell  likewise  KeDech, 

the    Latin    learning  and  the  Scotic  son    of  Forgartach,  lord"  of  Soatk 

language." — Four  Masters.  Breach,  and  Maelcraeibi,  son  of  DosV 

w  Kenn-fuaid.     Now  Confey,  near  ghe:i,  lord  of  Ui  Tortain. 
Lcixless.  county  Kildare.    The  foreign-       10°  A.  D.  918.  Four  Matters.    Tnest 

uh  at  this  place  plundered  Kill-dan»  annalists  give  this  prince  a  reign  of  25 

noon  after  the  battle  just  mentioned,  years. 

Those  of  Ath-cliath  plundered  it  again       l  Donncadh  IL    He  was  the  first 

next  year,  when  tliey  also  plundered  that  took  the  surname  of  O'Maelsech 

Iieithglinn,whcrc  Moelpodraig,  a  priest,  Iain,  being  the  0,  or  grandson  of  King 

and  MonRau,  an  anchorite,  with  many  Maelsechlainn  I. 
others,  were  slain. — See  Four  Masters.       Kcnnanus,   now  KcNs,  wm  plan» 

*  Cum.  This  name  is  wrougly  dered  by  the  foreigners  in  the  1ft  jew 
spelled.  Perhaps  it  is  a  mistake  for  of  his  reign,  and  its  atone  chorea, 
(Man.  According  to  our  annals,  Con-  or  daimh-liag,  was  rased  to  the 
Htatitine,  son  of  Aedh,  was  the  name  of  But  soon  alter  the  monarch 
the  king  of  Alba  that  defeated  Oitir  ed  them  in  battle  at  a  place 
and  the  Northmen  of  Waterford  in  Ugh  mic  n-Ktbach,  in  the ITJaii 
A.  I).  916.  of  Breagh,  wherein  a  countless 

*  The  battle  of  Ath-cliath.  This  bcr  of  them  were  skin.  "  Indeed," 
battle;  was  fought  on  the  17th  of  Octo-  say  the  Four  Masters,  "in  this  battk 
Iht,  in  A.  L>.  <H7,  nt  Kill  Monamhog,  revenge  was  had  of  them  for  tha 
now  K.ilma?hoirtie.  near  Kathfuruhom,  slaughter  of  Ath-dtath,  for 
co.  Dublin,    Hesidcs  the  chiefs  hero  here  of  the  nobles  of  the  N< 
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reland  for  twenty  years.    Gormflaith,  daughter  of  Flann,  soil 
Conaing,  was  the  mother  of  this  Donncadh. 
It  was  while  he  was  monarch  of  Ireland  that  the  following 
ivenfr  took  place ;  for  it  was  in  the  beginning*  of  his  reign  that 
IKellachan,  son  of  Buadcan,  who  is   called    Cellachán  Caiail 
^CaUaghan    CashiU\    or  Kellachan    of  Cashel,  assumed  the 
«sovereignty  of  Munster,  which  be  held  for  ten  years.     But 
Tbefbre  Kellachan  had  been  made  king,  Kenneidi,  son  of  Lorcan, 
*came  to  a  convention  of  the  chiefs  or  Munster,  which  was  held 
»t  Glennamhain*  (Glennomn),  and  there  strove  to  supplant  him 
■in  the  royalty.    But,  thereupon,  the  mother  of  Kellachan  went 
thither  from  Cashel,  where  she  was  wont  to  dwell  with  her 
:ábsterfather,  the  Comarba,  of  St.  Patrick,  and  when  she  arrived 
ait  the  place  of  the  convention,  she  besought  Kenneidi  toremcm- 
T>er  the  compact  formerly  made  between  Fiacaidh  Maeil-lethan 
and  Cormac  Oas,  by  which  it  was  ordained  that  the  royal  inherit* 
ance  of  Munster  should  be  alternately  possessed  by  their  respect- 
ive descendants.    In  memory  of  this  intervention,  the  words  in 
-which  the  lady  then  addressed  him  have  been  transmitted  to  us 
in  the  following  verse : 

"  Kenneidi  Cas,  revere  that  law, 
Which  Fiacaidh  and  Cormac  willed, 

many  as  had  fallen  of  the  nobles  and  would  give  him  a  reign  of  18,  not  10 

plebeians  of  the  Gaels  m  the  battle  of  years.     Daring  the   14  years  that 

Ath-cliat  h.  Murkertach,  son  of  Tigher-  Intervened  between  his  first  appearanoe 

nan,   heir  apparent   of  Brefni,  was  and  the  resignation  of  Flathoertach, 

wounded  in  this  battle,  so  that  he  Monster  most  have  been  successively 

afterwards  died  of  his  wounds."    The  ruled  by  Lorcan,  son  of  Conligan,  and 

annals  of  Clommacnoise  say, "  that  not  by  his  namesake,  Lorcan,  son  of  Lactna. 

one  half  of  the  Danish  army  was  left  That  the  former  was  a  different  person 

alive,  and  that  there  never  was  such  a  from  the  latter,  and  of  the  royal  blood 

massacre  made  of  them  before  in  Ire-  of  the  Eoganachta,  we  have  evidenec 

land."  in  the  record  of  the  death  of  his  father, 

*  In  the  beginning.   This  can  scarcely  Conligan,son  of  Corcran,  who  was  slain 

be,  if  we  allow  that  he  reigned  but  ten  in  898,  in  revenge    for  Kennghegan, 

years ;  for  we  find  by  the  Irish  annals  i.  e.  Finguini,  king  of  Monster,  who 

that  in  A.  D.  920,  Flathbertach,  son  had  been  "  slain  by  his  own  tribe,1' 

of  Inmanen,  resigned  the  kingdom  of  The  ambitious  Flathbertach  did  not, 

Cashel  to  Lorcan,  son  of  Conligan,  and  however,  die  until  944,  and  he  might 

went  upon  a  pilgrimage.    Kellachan  have  resumed  the  throne, 

is  first  mentioned  in  Irish  records  in  ■  Glennamfiain.    It  is  now   called 

the  year  934,  the  17th  year  of  Donn-  Glanworth,  and    is  situated    on  the 

cadh,  when  he  distinguished  himself  by  river  Tuncheon,  in  the  barony  of  Fer- 

plandering    Cluain-mic-Nois.      From  moy,  county  Cork.    It  was  one  of  the 

that  time  until  his  death,  in  953,  being  royal  residences  of  the  Eoganacht  prin- 

the  11th  year  of  the  reign  of  Con-  ces,  and  became  afterwards  the  chief 

gal  or  Congalach,  he  occupies  a  prom-  scat  of  that  branch  of  their  tribe  which 

inent  place  in  our  annals.    This,  sup-  took  the  name  of  O'Caeimb,  or  as  now 

posing  him  to  have  assumed  the  king-  spelled,  O'Keefle. 
dom  of  Munster  in  the  former  year, 
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By  which  a  king  from  either  sprung, 
Should  Mumha  rale  alternately." 

.  The  final  result  of  her  expostulation  was  that  Kenneidi  retired 
from  the  contest,  and  relinquished  the  sovereignty  to  Kellachan. 
Some  time  after  this,  the  Lochlannaigh  made  Kellachan  their 
captive,  by  a  treacherous  scheme,  but  the  Sil  Eoggdn  and  the  Dal 
g-Cais  soon  rescued  him  by  force  from  their  bonds. 

The  captivity*  and  rescue  of  Kdlachan  of  OasheL — His  victories 

over  the  Lochlannaigh. 

When,  indeed,  Kellachan  and  the  men  of  Munster  had  routed 
the  Lochlannaigh  in  many  battles,  and  had  driven  thein  out  of 
his  principality,  the  plan  adopted  by  Sitric,  son  of  Turgeis,  their 

Srincipal  chieftain,  was  to  propose  a  matrimonial  alliance  to  the 
[unster  king,  that  in,  he  offered  to  give  Kellachan  his  own 
sister,  Bebinn,  as  his  wife,  promising  at  the  same  time  to  free 
Munster  thenceforth  from  all  the  attacks  and  all  the  demands  of 
his  countrymen.     He  did  this  in  order  that,  when  Kellachan 
went  to  wed  his  sister,  and  trusted  himself  to  his  protection,  he 
might  slay  both  the  king  himself,  and  as  many  of  the  nobles  of 
the   Gaels  as  might  accompany  him.     With  this  treacheroi 
stratagem  he  acquainted  Donncadh,  son  of  Flann,  king  of  Tern— 
hair,  because  that  monarch  was  at  enmity  with  Kellachan,  wluv 
had  refused  to  pay  him  the  chief-rent  of  Munster.    For  the  lat- 
ter reason,  did  Donncadh  give  his  consent  that  Sitric  should  put 
his  treason  into  execution  against  Kellachan  and  his  southern 
nobles. 

Having  matured  his  plans,  Sitric  sent  ambassadors  to  Munster, 
to  treat  of  the  proposed  alliance.  When  they  had  explained 
their  instructions  to  the  king,  his  first  intention  was  to  take  a 
large  army  with  him,  when  going  to  wed  the  lady.  "  That  is 
not  the  proper  course,"  said  Kenneidi,  son  of  Lorcan,  "for  it  is 
not  proper  to  leave  Munster  unguarded ;  but  what  thou  shouldst 
do  is  to  take  a  strong  and  sufficient  guard  with  thee,  when  thou 
goest  to  wed  that  woman.7'  And  this  was  the  counsel  that  wis 
then  followed. 

4  The  captivity,  tfe.     Tho  account  romantic     The  Irish  annals  teU  en 

here  piven  of  Kellachan's  capture  and  that  Kellachan  was  indeed  captured ; 

rcscno  has  been  taken  by  Keating  from  but  that  it  was  by  Murkertach,  mm  of 

an  old  historic  tali*  railed  "Toruig-  Niall,  king  of  Ailech,  not  the  Nort&> 

liccht  ("heal  la  chain  Cacsil "  ( Toreetight  men.    The  following  is  the  record  they 

Callaphauin  Cartel),  i.  e.  "The  Pursuit  give  of  the  fact : 

after  Kellachan  of  Cariicl."     Moore  '•  A.  D.  939.    Tho  22nd   veer  of 

and  others  have  treated  it  as  altogether  Donncadh.    Murkertach,  eon  of  NkA 
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Now,  when  Kellachan  had  set  out  upon  that  expedition,  and 
on  the  night  before  he  reached  Ath-cliath,  Mor,  daughter  of 
Aedh,  son  of  Eocaidh,  king  of  the  Isle  of  the  Finn-Goill,  who 
was  also  the  wife  of  Sitric,  demanded  of  her  husband  the  reason 
why  he  was  about  to  contract  this  matrimonial  connection  with 
Kellachan,  by  whom  so  many  of  the  chiefs  and  nobles  of  Loch 
lainn  had  fallen  ?  "  It  is  not  for  his  good  luck,  that  I  have  pro- 
posed it  to  him,"  replied  Sitric,  "  but  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
treacherously  by  him."  The  woman  became  frightened  at  these 
words,  for  she  had  long  cherished  a  secret  love  for  Kellachan, 
whom  she  had  formerly  seen  at  Port-LargL  Prompted  by  this 
feeling,  she  arose  early  next  morning,  and  went  out  privately  upon 
the  road  by  which  Kellachan  was  expected  to  be  coming ;  ana,  as 
soon  as  she  met  him,  she  took  him  apart  and  told  him  of  the  treach- 
erous deception  which  Sitric  had  contrived  for  his  assassination. 
When  Kellachan  had  heard  this,  and  thought  to  turn  back,  he 
frond  that  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  him  to  do  so;  for  the  fields, 

with  the  men  of  the  north  and  of  mit  to  him,  and  he  carried  off  Lorcan, 
Breagh,  went  into  the  territory  of  the  son  of  Faelan,  their  king.  He  then 
Omide  and  the  Desi,  and  he  plundered  inarched  to  the  men  of  Monster,  who 
and  ravaged  the  entire  country  as  far  were  in  reading»  to  rive  him  battle, 
as  lis  Ruadhrach,  in  the  county  of  but  they  finally  agreed  to  give  him  up 
Waterford,  bo  that  they  submitted  to  their  king,  Kellachan,  upon  whom  a 
him.  A  fleet  was  next  fitted  out  by  fetter  was  placed  by  Mttrkertach.  He 
Mnrkertach,  and  he  carried  off  much  next  proceeded  into  Connaught,  where 
plunder  from  Insi  Gall,  L  e.  the  Isles  Ooncobar,  son  of  Tagd,  came  to  meet 
of  the  Strangers  (now  the  Hebrides),  him,  bat  neither  gyve  nor  fetter  was 
after  gaining  victory  and  triumph.  A  put  upon  him.  He  then  returned  to 
slaughter  was  then  made  of  the  Desi  Ailecn,  carrying  these  kings  with  him 
by  Kellachan,  and  by  the  men  of  Mun-  as  hostages,  and  they  were  for  nine 
ster,  because  they  had  submitted  to  months  feasting  there ;  and  at  the  end 
Murkertach,  when  two  thousand  of  of  that  time,  he  sent  the  hostages  to 
them,  together  with  Kelichar,  son  of  Donncadh,  because  it  was  he  that  was 
Connac,  Maelgorm,  son  of  Giblichan,  at  Temhair,  and  the  sovereignty  had 
Seghda,  son  of  Naebclan,  and  Cleir-  fallen  to  him." — Such  is  the  account 
cch,  son  of  Sesta.  Another  battle  which  the  northern  antiquaries  give  of 
was  gained  by  the  Desi  and  the  Os-  Kellachan 's  captivity.  It  may  possibly 
raide  over  the  king  of  Caisel,  in  which  have  afforded  the  groundwork  of  the 
many  were  slain.  Murkertach  after-  historic  tale,  of  which  Keating  has 
wards  assembled  the  Kinel  Conaill  given  an  abridgement,  or  the  latter 
And  Kinel  Eogain,  and  the  people  of  may  have  been  founded  on  some  other 
the  north  at  Ailech,  where  he  selected  captivity,  which  the  Ui  Neill  anti- 
ten  hundred  of  the  chosen  heroes,  and  quarics  omitted,  on  account  of  its 
made  a  circuit  of  Ireland,  keeping  his  reflections  upon  their  hero,  Murker- 
left  hand  to  the  sea,  until  he  arrived  at  tach,  and  upon  the  monarch,  Donncadh. 
Ath-cliath,  and  thence  he  brought  It  is  to  l>e  remarked,  that  Cormacan 
•  Sitric,  lord  of  that  city,  with  him  as  a  Eigeas  relates  that  Kellachan  was  de- 
hostage.  He  then  marched  into  Lcin-  livcred  up  by  his  people  to  Murker- 
iter,  where  the  Leinstermen  at  first  tach  at  his  own  request 
opposed  him,  and  finally  agreed  to  sub- 
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on  either  side  of  the  road,  were  full  of  ambuscades,  comp 
of  foreign  soldiers,  who  lay  in  wait  for  the  purpose  of  captv 
him.  As  soon,  then,  as  te  attempted  to  return,  those  sol 
rushed  upon  him  from*  all  sides,  and  slew  some  of  the  noble 
who  were  in  his  company ;  not,  however,  until  the  latter 
slain  some  of  their  assailants.  But  the  great  bulk  of  the  ati 
ing  force  bore  down  upon  the  king  himself,  so  that  he  was  i 
captive  together  with  Donneuan,  son  of  Kenneidi;  and 
both  were  carried  into  Ath-eliath  in  chains — whence  they 
sent  off  to  Ard-Macha,  where  nine  earls  of  the  Loehlannj 
with  their  several  bands  of  warriors,  were  set  to  guard  then 
As  to  those  of  the  Munster  nobles,  who  had  escaped  from 
conflict,  they  returned  immediately  to  their  own  country, 
there  they  explained  their  adventure  to  Kenneidi,  son  of 
can5;  and  thereupon  Kenneidi  mustered  two  armies  for  the 
pose  of  going  in  pursuit  of  Kellachan.  These  armies  cone 
of  a  force  destined  to  act  upon  land,  and  one  destined  to  act ' 
sea.  And  the  captain  that  was  set  over  the  land  forces  was  I 
cadh  (VCacimh,6  king  of  the  two  territories  of  Fermoighe ; 
then  Kenneidi  lauded  this  chieftain,  and  ennumerated  elev< 
his  immediate  ancestors,  who  had  held  the  sovereignty  of  ] 
ster ;  such  as  Finguini,  who  is  called  Kcnnghegan  ;  Artri 
of  Cuthal ;  Cathal,  son  of  Finguini ;  Fimjuini,  son  of  Ca 
Cathal,  who  is  called  Cu-gan-mathair ;  Cathal,  son  of  u 
Flann-Cathrach ;  Carbri  Crom ;  Crimthann  Srebh ;  Eocaidh 
Aengus,  son  of  Nadfraech.  Kenneidi  next  added  ten  hm 
warriors  of  the  Dalg-Cais,'  to  the  army  of  Donncadh,  and 
these  he  placed  three  captains,  namely,  Cosgarach,  Lonna 
and  Congalach,  as  we  learn  from  the  lay  which  begins  wit 
line,  u  Let  twenty  hundred  northwards  march/'  Here  fo 
the  verso  of  that  lay,  which  repeats  the  words  Kenneidi: 

6  Kctnicidi,   son  of  Ijorcan.     This  cadh,   grandson  of  Cacimh  (JE 

prince  did  not  always  continue  the  faith-  He  was  the  first  that  bore  the M 

ful  ally  of  Kellachan  that  he  in  hero  re-  O'Cacimh,  and  was  the  founder 

presented.    In  A.D.  042,  a  victory  was  sept  now  called  O'Keefle.     His 

rained  over  him  by  the  latter  ut  Ma<rh-  was  Cathal,  son  of  Caeuih,  (fa** 

duin.  where  many  "were  slain.     He  was  O'Cacimh,)  son    of   Finnim, 

the  father  of  Brian  lioromha,  whose  Konnghcganjmd  had  hw  chief  fh 

birth  is  entered  under  the  year  925  in  at  Glennamhain,  now  called  Olor 

the  following-  terms:  "The  Hh  year  of  3000    warriors    of   the    Eogai 

Donne-ailh.    Brian,  son  of  Kcnncidiph,  placed  themselves  under  his  en 

was  born  this  year,  that  is.  24  years  be-  on  this  occasion. 

for»»  (his  rival)  Macfccchlainn,  Fon  of  '    Of  the  Dot  g-Cait,  that  k» 

Doiimall."— However,   the  '  year  941  own  immediate  sept  of  the  Dal  | 

has  bi>en  j>roved  to  be  tin;  true  year  of  For  the  tribe  of  Cas,  like  hi 

Hriun's  birth,  as  shall  hereafter  appear.  tril>e  of  the  Eoganacht,  waa  ■ 

6  Ikmncadk  O'Cacimh,  i.  c.,  l>onn-  divided  into  several  powerM  di 
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"  March  thither,  Cosffarach  of  fights, 
March  thither,  genua  Lonnargan, 
And  Congalach,  now  leave  thy  lake — 
My  brothers  three,  I  hid  ye  march." 

addition  to  these,  Eenneidi  sent  with  that  expedition, 
another  division  of  the  Dal  g-Cais,  consisting  of  five  hundred 
wx^rriors  of  the  Clann  Coilein,  under  their  own  immediate 
chioifeain,  Esida,  son  of  Sida.*  Another  division  of  five  hun- 
dred of  the  Dal  g-Cais  was  placed  under  the  command  of  De- 
gidK^  son  of  DomnalL9  Besides  these,  a  large  contingent  was 
fi"xi.islied  by  the  other  JSaer  Clanna,  or  free  clans19  of  Thomond. 
ii*0  other  great  host  was  embarked  upon  the  sea,  and  Falbi 
i?***1»  ^QS  °f  Desmond,11  was  chosen  as  its  commander.  Then 
A^zxQcadh  O'Caeimh  led  the  land  forces  out  of  Munster  into 
^^Xkaught,  where  he  sent  out  foragers  to  the  Muaidh,"  and  to 
if rxiA*  and  to  Umhall,1*  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  spoils  to 
£«*^  C3*mp  of  his  Munstermen.  But  the  warriors  had  not  been 
^Dg  encamped,  waiting  for  the  return  of  these  foragers,  when 
2?*  ^-x»rned  and  well-appointed  host  was  seen  advancing  towards 
■?°  ***  in  military  array ;  and  the  number  of  this  host  was  one 
**1^>\xsand  men,  and  one  youthful  warrior  marched  apart  from 

'       ^£9tda.xm  of  SuLtu    The  chief  rep-  Me  claw  who  were  not  sprang  from 

QT^**tsuives  of  his  clann,  are  the  Mac  Cormac  Cas.     These  were,  then,  the 

Y^**xiarag,  called  in  English,  Macna-  Basgnigh  of  Corca  Baskinn,  and  the 

Tt^^b.    His  name '  is  pronounced  in  chiefe  of  Corcamruadh.     The  former 

^2^Uc  Essheeda,  son  of  Sheeda.  One  of  are  now  represented  by  the  O'Donnells 

TrJ*  "ineaningB  of  Sida  or  Sioda,  is  Silk  ;  of  North  Monster ;  the  latter,  by  the 

■^^ce  many  of  this  clan  barbarously  O'Lochlins  of  Burrin,  and  the  O'Gon- 

^^lcd  themselves  Silk  Macnamara.  nors  Corcararuadh.    The  chief  part  of 

DegaidJi,   son  of  DomnalL     His  these  had  joined  the  fleet  under  Falbi. 

c»unu  was  then  called  the  Kinel  Per-  a  King  of  Desmond.     Falbi  Finn, 

ts&ic      His    descendants    afterwards  whose  name  is  usually  written.  Failbhe 

palled  themselves  O'Deghadh  (O'JDoaj,  (Fahie)   Fionn,  was  king  of   Corca 

in  English,  O'Dea  and  Dee,  from  this  Duibni,   now   Corcaguiny,  in  Kerry. 

De^aidh.     Kcnneidi,  Esida  and  De-  and  not  of  Desmond  or  South  Munster. 

gaidh,  represented  three  of  the  sons  of  The  dignity  of    King  of    Desmond 

Cas,  son  of  Conall  of  the  Fleet  Steeds,  should  nave    belonged  to  Donncadh 

namely   Blod,    Caisin,  (Casheen)  and  O'Oaeimh.     From  Falbi,  the  O'Fal- 

Aengus  Kenn-athrach.  Another  son  of  vies,  of  Corcaguiny,  took  their  name. 

Cas,  Acngus  Kenn-atinn,  founded  the  His  kinsmen  of  Magh  Og  Coinchinn, 

clann   Ifernain,  of  which  O'Cuinn,  of  and  Ui  Rathach  (now  the  OConnells 

North  Munster,  now  called  O'Quinn,  and  O'Sheas,)  followed  in  his  division, 

was  the  chief  sept.     From  Delbaeth,  and  also  the  Kiarraide,  (now  O'Con- 

another  son  of  Cas,  came  the  Dclbna  nors,  Kerry.) 

in  Connaught  and  Meath,  of  whom  the  "  The  Muaid,  now  the  river  Moy, 

Mac  CochTans,  O'Finnallans,  &c.  were  in  Mayo. 

the  chief  septs.  *  lrrus  and  Umhall,  now  called  Erris 

*  Free  Clans.    That  is,  those  no-  and  the  Owles,  in  the  west  of  Mayo. 
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the  rest,  in  front  of  its  foremost  rank.  Then,  when  this  warrior 
had  arrived  near  the  camp,  Donncadh  O'Caeimh  demanded  of 
him,  "What  marshalled  host  is  that  yonder?"  "  This  host," 
replied  the  warrior,  "  consists  of  a  portion  of  the  men  of  Mon- 
ster ;  namely,  of  the  Galen gaigh14  and  the  Luighnigh,  descended 
from  Tadg,  son  of  Kian,  son  of  Olild  Olum ;  and  of  the  men 
of  Dclbna,  descended  from  Delbaeth,  son  of  Cas,  son  of  Conall 
of  the  Fleet  Steeds.  And  these  have  now  come  hither  to  join 
the  strength  of  their  arms  to  your  own,  prompted  by  the  frater- 
nal love  which  they  bear  you,  who  arc  their  kinsmen ;  and  there 
are  three  brave  and  fortunate  chieftains  in  command  of  yon 
host,  namely,  Aedh,  son  of  Duateasaqh,  around  whom  all  the 
Galcngaigh  are  arrayed ;  Diarmaiu,  son  of  Finnactach,  around- 
whom  all  the  Luighaidi  march ;  and  Donncadh,  son  of  Mad— 
domnach,  who  commands  the  men  of  Delbna."  In  memory  of 
this  event,  was  composed  that  historic  lay,  which  begins  with  thea 
following  verse : 

"  In  yonder  host  march  Kian's  clans, 
With  Del  baeth'a  sons  in  order  ranged ; 
Your  perils  they  have  come  to  share ; 
They've  come  to  strike  the  foe  with  yon." 

The  force  that  had  here  come  to  join  theirs  was  thus  composed  5 
to  wit,  it  consisted  of  five  hundred  men,  armed  with  sword  sin 
shield,  and  of  five  hundred  bowmen. 

Thus  reinforced,  the  army  marched  onward  into  Tir  ConsiH, 
and  spoils  were  borne  off  from  that  country  by  the  allied  host* 
Thereupon,  Murkcrtach,  son  of  Kennfaeladh,  King  of  Kinsl» 
Conaill,  came,  and  in  upbraiding  language,  demanded  a  restart» 
tion  of  the  spoils  from  Donncadh  O'Caeimh.  To  him  Donncadh 
replied,  that  he  would  return  no  spoils,  except  those  that  might 
be  left  after  all  his  army  was  satisfied.  Upon  this  the  King  of 
Kinel  Conaill,  went  away  in  anger  from  the  host  of  Minister; 
and  he  sent  private  word  to  the  sons  of  Turgeis  at  Ard  Macha, 
informing  them  that  an  army  was  marching  thither  in  pursuit 
of  Kellachan,  in  order  to  rescue  him  from  their  hands* 
As  to  the  sons  of  Turgeis ;  the  nine  earls  retreated  from  Aid 
Macha,  upon  receiving  this  information,  taking  with  them  the 
force  under  their  command,  together  with  their  prisoners»  Set 
lachan  and  Donncuan. 

The  Munstcr  forces  arrived  soon  after,  at  Ard  Macha,  and 
there  they  slew  every  Lochlannach  upon  whom  they  oould  1st 

u  Galengaigh,  {re.    These  Eberian  tribes,  who  were  settled  in 

have  been  already  described. 
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hands ;  and  when  they  had  heard  that  Sitric  and  his  host  had 
retreated  to  Dun  Delgain,"  they  marched  thither  next  day  in 
pursuit  of  him.    But  when  Sitric  perceived  them  approaching 
the    town,  he  retreated  to  his  ships  with  all  his  forces,  taking 
off  Kellachan  and  Donncuan  on  board  with  him.    The  Munster 
host  then  marched  down  to  the  edge  of  the  beach,  and  came  00 
near»    to  the  ships  of  their  enemies  that  they  conversed  with 
^OB3  on  board.  # 

.    Tiierj  were  not  long  in  this  position,  when  there  was  seen  sail- 
***£>  into  the  harbor,  a  fleet  which  the  Munstermen  recognized  as 
«e  armament  of  Falbi  Finn.    This  chief  led  his  ships  straight- 
way "towards  those  of  the  enemy,  and  immediately  attacked  in 
Persori  the  vessel  that  carried  Sitric,  Tor  and  Magnus ;  and  he 
J?*xij>ed  on  board  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  holding  a  sword 
in  ^^-csTh  of  his  hands.    With  the  sword  which  he  held  in  his  left, 
3®    <^xxt  asunder  the  ropes  wherewith  Kellachan  was  tied  up  to 
"e     x^cnast,  and  thus  loosed  his  captive  king,  set  him  standing 
flU0*-*     ihe  deck,  and  placed  in  his  grasp  the  sword  which  he  had 
gX|      "*-iaen  borne  in  his  left  hand.    Kellachan  oat  his  way  to  the 
of  Í*  ^/^f  his  deliverer,  whilst  Falbi  remained  fighting  in  the  midst 
^    ^^5r«  enemies,  until  he  fell  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  then 
aii^^  ~*^-*oehlannaigh  immediately  cut  off  his  head.    Upon  this  Fi- 
jn^f^^ach,  a  captain  of  Falbi's  people,  took  his  chieftain's  place 
jjn^^^-^e  conflict,  and  fiercely  seizing  Sitric  round  the  body,  he 
to   ^"  ^5r  himself  overboard  with  his  foe  in  his  grasp,  and  both  went 
Cc**^!^^**6  bottom  together,  and  were  thus  drowned.    Segha  and 
tb^^?  ^^-M) two  other  captains,  next  rushed  forward,  and  clasped 
gj^^qí'  ^*  arms  around  Tor  and  Magnus,  the  two  brothers  of  Sitric, 
ih  ^TI         each  of  them  jumped  overboard  with  his  adversary,  so 
eg^    ^t^   the  four  were  thus  drowned.  And  like  bravery  was  display- 
fC**^-*^  every  other  portion  of  the  host  of  the  Gaels;  for  they 
\a^Y     *  ^  ^d  upon  the  Ixxihlannaigh  with  such  vehemence,  that  the 
j^  ^^^r  were  everywhere  routed,  and  broken,  and  slaughtered,  and 

t^^wn  *nt0  confU9i°nj  an(l  °f  them  there  survived  but  a  small 
^^oiant  that  escaped  by  the  fleetness  of  their  ships.     The  Mun- 


V^^t*  warriors  then  landeil,  having  at  their  head  their  king,  Kel- 
J^han,  whom  they  had  just  liberated  by  their  hardihood  and 
^y  the  strength  of  their  arms. 

Having  thus  vanquished  the  foreigners,  the  warriors  next  de- 
termined to  attack  the  king  of  Kinel  Conaill  ;w  for,  as  we  have 

*  Dun  Delgain;  i.e.,  the  Fort  of  having  ever  carried  his  arms  so  far  north' 
Dclgan ;  it  is  now  called  Dundalk.  as  Kinel  Conaill.    In  A.  D.  937  (two 

*  Kind  Conaill.  Some  of  the  expedi-  years  previous  to  his  being  led  offhost- 
tions  of  Kellachan  into  Leth  Cuinn  age  by  Murkertacb,  son  of  Niall,)  lie 
are  recorded  in  the  Annald  of  the  Four  led  an  army  composed  of  Munstermen 
Masters ;  but  they  do  not  mention  his  and  Northmen  into  Meath,  the  church- 
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heretofore  related,  it  was  he  that  had  given  information  of  thei 
marcb,  and  had  advised  the  Lochlannaigh  to  take  Kellacban 
Dun  Delgain.     But  that  king  did  not  make  head  against  thcm_ 
whereupon  they  ravaged  his  territories,  and  took  much  of  cattl 
and  valuables  therefrom.    They  then  sent  an  embassy  to  Donn— 
eadh,  son  of  Flann,  monarch  of  Ireland,  to  challenge  him  to  hat— 
tie ;  for  he  had  previously  given  his  consent  to  the  capture  of 
Kellacban  at  Ath-cliath.     But  Donncadh  refused  to  fight  thenar 
and  in  consequence  thereof,  they  plundered  his  territories  oP 
Temhair.    Thence  they  marched  to  Munster,  where 
resumed  the  sovereignty  of  his  own  country.    But,  as  they  we 

Eroceeding  homewards  from  Ath-Cliath,  Murcadh,  son  of  Flamm- 
ing of  Leinster,  prepared  to  give  them  battle,  in  vengeance  fo: 
the  numbers  of  the  Lochlannaigh  they  had  slain  in  rescui 
their  prince.    But  when  he  perceived  the  fortitude  and  valor 
the  men  of  Munster,  he  shrunk  from  the  light  and  let  them 
through  his  territories  without  opposition. 

When  Kellachan  had  now  returned  to  his  kingdom,  he 
into  consideration  all  the  oppressions  which  the  Lochlannaig 
had  exercised  over  his  people;    and  he  entered  into  cou 
with  his  nobles,  with  the  intention  of  making  a  vigorous  effi 
for  their  expulsion,     lie  then  led  his  forces  against  Luimn 
and  there  slew  five  hundred  of  the  marauders,  and  forced  the  re 


mainder  to  deliver  up  hostages.    After  that,  he  sacked  Corcackv 
whence  ho  bore  off  hostages  likewise.     He  next  plundered 
Cashel,  where  he  slew  three  hundred  of  the  same  people.  Thenoev 
he  marched  against  Port-Largi,  which  town  was  stormed  by  his 
army  and  given  up  to  pillage.    And  he  gave  a  great  deieat  to 
Sitric,  son  of  Iinhar,  of  whose  followers,  five  hundred  were  slain; 
but  Sitric,  himself,  escaped  to  his  ships.    Kellachan  on  his  re* 
turn  thence,  came  to  Domnall  O'Faelain,  king  of  the  Desi,  to 
whom  he  gave  his  own  sister,  namely,  Gormflaith,  daughter 
of  Buadcan  to  wife.     It  was  not  long  after,  when  Kellachan 
died." 
After  him  Fergraidh,  son  of  Alghenan,  son  of  Donngal,  hdd 


cs  ami  lay  districts  of  which  he  plan-  their  name  from  Oarthach,  son  of  I 

dercd  as*  far    as  Cluain  I  rami,  and  brcthoch,  son  of  Donncadh,  The  O'Cbl- 

thence  led  off  many  captives.    In  949,  laghans  take  their  name,  not  from 

we  find  nim  a^ain  in  Ijcth  Guinn,  plnn-  but.  from  Kellachan,  son  of  Domnall,  i 

dering  Cluain-fcrta  of  8t   Brendan,  of  Murcadh,  also  son  of  Donncadh,  at 

and  the  Sil  Anumcadha,  u  sopt  of  the  whom  their  lines  rcspectiTelr  branch  off, 
Ui  Mani.  Maelfogartach,  son  of  Flann,  of  the 

17  Kellachan  died.    A.  D.  952,  is  the  line  of  Eofran,  was  the  ú 


recorded  date  of  his  death.    The  Mac  ccssor  of  Kellachan.    He  died  in  855. 

Carthies  and  O'Callaffhans,  of  Munster,  Maelfogartach    (Maihfpnlagk,)    «at 

are  descended  from  Donncadh,  son  of  succeeded  by  Dabdaboirenn.  (IfcoaV 

this  prince.    The  Mac  Garthies  have  oorrcnn,)  son  of  Aengaa  (oallei  ma  of 
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the  sovereignty  of  Munster  for  two  years,  until  he  was  treacher> 
oualy  murdered  by  his  own  tribesmen.18 

Mathgamain^  commonly  called  Mahon,  son  of  Kenneidi,  King  of 

Munster,  A.  D.  960  to  916.» 

Mathgamain  (Mahowin\  son  of  Kenneidi,  assumed  the  sover- 
eignty of  Munster,  after  the  death  of  Fergraidh.  He  held  it  for 
twelve  years,  his  brother,  Echtigherna*0  (Aah-keerna),  son  of  Ken* 
neidi,  being  king  of  Thomond,  during  tne  same  time.  It  was 
this  Mathgamain  and  his  brother,  Brian,  son  of  Kenneidi,  then  a 

Íouth,  that  won  the  battle  of  Sulchoid"  over  the  Lochlannaigh. 
n  this  engagement  fell  Tethild,  the  Champion,  and  Buadnan  and 
Bernard  and  Muiris  of  Luimnech,"  and  Torold,  together  with 
seven  thousand  of  their  host,  who  were  slain  around  them !  Math- 
ffamahij  Brian  and  the  Dal  g-Cais  pursued  their  routed  enemies 
tnence  into  the  very  centre  of  Luimnech,  and  slaughtered  multi- 

Domnoll,  in  the  Four  Masters,)  an  an-  M  Echtighcrna.  This  name  íb derived 

eestor  of  the  O'Donoghoos  of  Kerry,  from  M  edr  (agh),  a  steed,  and  "  tigh» 

He  died  in  957.  erna"  (taerna),  a  lord ;  and  it  may 

"  Fergraidh — This  king  was  slain  mean,  "chief  of  cavalry."  Bchtigherna, 
in  958  or  959,  that  is  in  the  5th  or  6th  who  was  king  of  Thomond,  under  his 
Year  of  the  reign  of  Domnall,  son  of  brother  Mahon,  was  founder  of  the 
M urkertach,  monarch  of  Ireland.  He  Dalcaasian  sept  of  0  h~Echtigherna  (0 
was  slain,  say  some  authorities,  by  Ma-  hagh  heerndi,  the  descendants  of  which 
eknnaidh,  son  of  Brann,  chief  of  the  now  call  themselves  Abern,  Hearn, 
Eoganacht  of  Bathlenn,  because  he  had  Hérn,  or  even  Herring.  He  was  also 
not  made  opposition  to  the  monarch  the  ancestor  of  the  se£t  of  Mac  Craith, 
Domnall.  Maelmuaidh  then  became  now  called  Magrath,  of  North  Man- 
king  of  Desmond  in  his  stead.  ster. 

■  Neither  the  above  heading  nor  *l  Sidclioid.  This  place  lies  in  the 
dates  aro  given  in  the  original.  Dr.  borders  of  the  counties  of  Limerick  and 
Keating  has  here  committed  a  great  Tippcrary ;  not  far  from  the  town  of 
oversight,  in  making  the  reigns  of  Kel-  latter  name.  It  is  now  called  Sullog- 
lachon  and  his  successors  Fergraidh  hod,  and  Sallowhcad.  It  has  been  al- 
and Mahon,  or  Mathgamain,  over  Mun-  ready  mentioned  as  the  scene  of  an  en- 
ster,  cotemporaneous  with  that  of  Donn-  counter  between  the  Red  Branch  knight 
cadh,  son  of  Flann,  monarch  of  Ireland ;  Cuchulainn,  and  the  Munster  hero  Cu- 
for  the  last  ten  years  of  Kellachan's  raidh,  son  of  Dari.  Mathgamain  gain- 
reign,  were  cotemporaneous  with  the  ed  his  famous  victory  of  Sulchoid  over 
reign  of  Congal,  the  next  succeeding  the  Northmen,  inA.D.  968.  Brian  was 
monarch  after  Donncadh.  Congal  died  about  27  years  old  at  the  time  of  the 
the  year  after  Kellachan,  while  Mael-  battle  of  Sulchoid,  having  been  born 
fogartach  was  king  of  Cashcl.  The  in  A.  D.  941,  as  has  been  heretofore 
last  year  of  the  short  reign  of  the  latter  stated  in  these  notes.  But  he  should 
prince,  together  with  the  equally  short  have  been  very  young  indeed,  were  the 
ones  of  Dubdaboirenn  and  Fergraidh,  reign  of  Mathgamain  cotemporary  with 
passed  by  within  the  first  5  years  of  the  that  of  the  mouarch  Donncadh,  in  the 
monarchy  of  Domnall,  in  the  5th  or  6th  eighth  year  of  which,  he  was  born. 
year  of  which,  Mathgamain  must  have  n  Luimnec/i ;  i.  c.  the  present  city  of 
assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Munster.  Limerick.    Mahon  had  already  chas- 
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tudes  of  them  in  the  streets  and  in  the  houses  thereof,  and  they 
bore  oft"  a  large  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  and  of  jewels  ana 
valuables  from  this  city,  and  they  likewise  bumed  and  razed  its 
castles  and  fortifications.  Soon  after  this,  Mathgamain,  son  of 
Kenneidi  was  betrayed"  by  Donnoban,"  in  the  latter's  own 
house,  and  he  was  delivered  up  by  his  captor  to  Maelmuaidh,  son 
of  Brann,  and  to  the  strangers,  in  breach  of  the  safeguard  of 
Colum,  son  of  Kiaragan,  Comarba  of  St.  Barra,"  in  violation  ol 
the  guarantee  of  which  saint  he  was  thereupon  put  to  death  by 
the  people  of  the  son  of  Brann  at  Lecht  Mathgamna"  (Lagfith 
Vahowna)  upon  Musiri  Mor,  in  Musgraide. 

Sequel  of  the  reign  of  Donncadh.    A.  D.  918-942. 

It  was  also  in  the  days  of  Donncadh,  son  of  Flann  Sinna,  mon- 
arch of  Ireland,  of  whose  reign  we  are  treating,  that  those  events 

tised  the  Danish  colonists  settled  here,  there,  he  treacherously  seised  upon  his 

In  965  he  had  twice  delivered  their  town  royal  guest,  whom  he  delivered  op  to 

up  to  pillage ;  on  the  latter  occasion  of  Maelmuaidh,  son  of  Brann,  and  Imhar 

which,  he  burned  their  ships.     Mael-  of  Limerick,  by  whose  people  he  wat 

ruadnaidh,  son  of  Flann,  Tanist  of  Os-  slain  in  the  very  presence  ofthe clergy- 

raide,  was  slain  while  storming  the  men  who  hod  guaranteed  his  safety. 

fortress. — The  same  year  he  marched  When  Maelmuaidh  saw  him  slain,  he 

his  army  to  iJciath-an-Kigis,  (now  the  rode  away  swiftly,  saying  to  one  of 

hill  of  Skea,  south  ofthe  river  ltandon) ,  those  clergymen, "  Cure  that  man  ifhe 

whence  he  carried  away  the  hostages  of  come  to  thee."    The  bitter  cursed  hhn, 

Munster,  and  expelled  the  son  oftirann,  and  predicted  that  he  would  come  to  an 

(Maelmuaidh)  Lord  of  Desmond. — In  evil    end. — See  a  full  account  of  tkk 

967  wc  find  him  at  the  head  of  the  Eli,  treacherous  assassination,  pp.  702-70S 

Desi.  and  Osraide,  and  the  Northmen  notes  to  the  Four  Masters,  which  is  then 

of  Watoribrd,  marching  into  I^einster  translated  bu   Dr.  Donovan  from  flat 

to  oppose  Murcadh,  son  of  Finn,  king  of  Cogadh  Gall  re  Gaedhal,  L  e.  "far 

"that  territory.    In  the  same  vear,  he  War  ofthe  Strangers  with  the  Gods." 

spent  three  nights  in  the  Danish  city       **  Donnoban,    The  sept  of  OTOoa- 

of  Cork,  and  carried  off  the  hostages  nabhain,  now  ODonoran,  are  the  da» 

of  Desmond.     In  9G9  he  drove  the  scendants  of  this  treacherous  chieftain 

Northmen  out  of  their  fortress  of  Lim-  of  the  Ui  Fidghenti.    The  sept  of  (T 

eriek.  Mathgamna,  now  0'Mahony,has  sprang 

a  Was  betrayed.    The  chiefs  of  the  from  his  accomplice,  or  perhaps,  nsa> 

Koganachta,  fearing  lest  the  sovereign-  gator,  the  ruthless  Maelmuaidh. 

ty  of  Munster  should  for  ever  pass       *  Comarba  St.  Barren  I.  e.  bishop 

away  from  their  house,  plotted  with  the  of  Cork,  of  which  St  Barra,  or  Ffc*> 

Danca  for  his  destruction.    Donnaban,  barr  was  the  founder.    Bishop  Oofesai 

(Donovaun)  son  of  Cathal,  king  of  the  maledicted  all  that  were  concerned  hi 

Ui  Fidghenti,  whose  territory  of  Ui  the  murder  of  Mathgamain. 

Oairbri  Aedba  lay  nearest  to  Thorn-       *  Lecht  Mathgamna,  Le.v   Mahoae 

ond,  invited  him  to  a  banquet  at  his  Heap.    It  is  situated  on  MnhnrisBV 

house.  giving  Colum,  bishop  of  Cork,  mona-moiri,  now  the  Moahera 

and  several  of  the  clergy  of  Desmond,  tains  near  Macroom. 

as  sureties  of  his  gooo*  faith.     Bat 
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occurred,  which  we  arc  about  to  record;  such  as  the  death  of 
IKiaran,  bishop  of  Tolón." 

This  Donncadh  went  once  to  drive  spoils  from  Connaught; 
"fcut  great  numbers  of  his  people  were  slain  at  Dubthir,"  near 
— Ath-luain,  and  amongst  them  fell  Kinaeth,  son  of  Concobar,  king 
of  Ui  Falghi. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Cluain-mic-Nois  was  again  plun- 
dered by  the  Lochlannaigh,  who,  on  their  return  thence  upon 
Xoch  Ribh,  plundered  the  country  along  both  its  shores.     They 
.also  pillaged  and  devastated  En-inis,*  where  they  slew  twelve 
hundred  of  the  Gaels.    After  that,  twelve  hundred  of  the  pirates 
-were  themselves  drowned  in  Loch  Rudraide."    Then,  also,  Fae- 
lan,  son  of  Muredach,"  king  of  Leinster,  was  captured,,  together 
with  his  children,  by  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Ath-Oliath,  and  Dun 
Sobarki"  was  plundered  by  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Loch  Cuain, 
and  Kill-dara,  by  those  of  Port  Largi.     But  soon  after,  a  great 
slaughter89  was  made  of  these  invaders  by  the  men  of  Ulster,  led 
by  Murkertach,  son  of  Niall,  on  which  occasion  eight  hundred 
of  the  foreigners  fell,  together  with  their  three  chieftains,  namely, 
Albdann,  Anfer,  and  Rolt. 
It  was  about  this  period  that  the  commerce84  of  Ireland  was  so 

9  Bishop  of  Tolen.    Kiaran,  bishop  was  gained,  say  oar  Annalists,  at  the 

of  Tolen,  or  Tuilen,  now  the  parish  of  bridge  of  Ath-na-g  Crutnhther  (Atoflr 

Tnllane  near  Kells,  in   Meath,  died  na-gryffer),  on  the  26th  of  December, 

A  D.  919.  924.    it  would  appear  that  one  half  of 

*  Dubthir ;  i.  e.,  the  black  district  the  Northmen  were  slain ;  for  we  are 

of  Ath-luain,  situated  in  the  present  told  that  the  other  half  was  besieged 

barony  of  Athlone,  county  Galway.  for  a  week  at  Ath  Cruithni,  a  place 

This  expedition  was  made  in  A.  D.  near  Ncwry,  until  Godfrey,  lord  of  the 

928.  foreigners,  came  to  their  relief  from  Ath- 

w  En-intSj  i.  e.,  Bird  Island.     The  C'iath. — Killdara  was  plundered  twice 

name  is  now  unknown,  but  is  stated  to  in  this  year ;  once  by  the  pirates  of 

have  been  situated  in  Fotharta-thiri,  Port  Largi,  aud  again  by  those  of  Ath- 

ÍFoharta-hccri),  now  the  barony  of  eliath. 
forth,  in  Carlow.  They  were  the  **  The  flourishing  condition  of  corn- 
Foreigners  of  Limerick  that  made  this  merce,  to  which  our  author  here  al- 
destructivc  incursion  in  A.  D.  920  ;  on  ludes,  must  have  been  principally  owing 
which  occasion  a  scribe,  named  Abel,  to  the  marts  established  in  the  Danish 
suffered  martyrdom  at  their  hands.  or  Norse  seaports  of  Dublin,  Water- 

w  Lock  Ruiraide.  The  mouth  of  the  ford,   Cork,   &c,    which    places    the 

river   Erne,   was    thus  called.      1 200  Gaelic  chieftains  allowed  the  foreigners 

Northmen  were  drowned  there  in  A.  D.  to  hold,  notwithstanding  their  frequent 

92a. — See  Four  Masters,  ravages,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 

31  Faelan,  son  of  Muredach.   He  was  the  external  trade  of  the  nation.    The 

captured  with  his  son  Lorcan,  in  A.  D.  Gaels  themselves  disdained  to  practice 

923.  commerce.      Arms  and    letters  were 

"  Dun    Sobarki,  now  Dunsevorick,  their  only  studies ;  for,  previous  to  the 

was  plundered  in  924,  and  many  were  arrival  of  the  men  of  the  North,  all 

slain  therein.  commercial  and  industrial  pursuits  were 

9  A  great  slaughter.    This  victory  left  to  the  Doer  Clanna,  or  subject 
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extensive.  Whereupon  a  LochlanDach  carl,  named  Olfinn, 
mustered  the  full  strength  of  his  countrymen,  both  from  Leinster 
and  Connuught,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  fair  of  Roa 
Crt35  held  on  the  festival  of  Saints  Peter  and  Paul.  But,  accord- 
ing to  the  treatise  which  Finghin  Mac  Cartbaigh  has  written 
upon  Irish  affairs  from  the  earliest  to  the  present  times,  the  folk 
of  the  fair  marched  out  against  him  and  engaged  him  in  a  battle. 
in  which  four  thousand  of  the  foreigners  were  slain,  together 
with  that  earl  himself. 

Tadg,  son  of  Cathal.*  reigned  for  twenty  years  as  king  of  Con- 
naught  during  these  times.  During  the  same  period  died  Sitric, 
son  of  Iinhar,87  king  of  both  the  Finn-Lochlannaigh  and  the 
Dubh-Lochlannaigh. 

It  was  also  about  this  time  that  a  great  slaughter  was  made  of 
the  Loehlannaigh  of  Loch  Oirbsen,38  by  the  men  of  Connaaght, 
and  another  was  made  of  those  of  Loch  n-Echach,  by  Conamg. 
son  of  Niall  ;TO  on  the  latter  occasion,  one  thousand  of  them  were 
slain. 

After  this  the  invaders  came  upon  Loch  Erni,*  whence  they 

tribes,  composed  of  Fcr-Bolgs,  Tuatha  He  reigned  from  A.  D.  914  to  A.  D. 

Dc  Donunn.  and  other  conquered  or  954,  and  was  the  father  of  Concobar. 

foreign  races.    The  Danish  or  Nor  we-  also  king  of  Connaught  from  A.  D. 

gian  invaders,  had  then  for  a  time,  954  to  A.  D.  972.    From  the  latter, 

conferred  at  least  the  benefit  of  an  ex-  his  descendants   took    the    name   of 

tended  trade,  upon  the  Irish  nation —  0  Concobair.     They  axe  now  repre- 

íf  that  may  be  truly  called  a  benefit  sented  by  the  O'Connors   Don,  and 

As  we  no  longer  hear  much  of  the  an-  other  races  of  the  name  of  O'Connor. 

cicnt  Irish  races,  who  were  not  Gaels  sometimes  vulgarly  called  Connors, who 

by  paternal  descent,  it  is  to  be  sup-  still  dwell  in  Connaaght 
posed  that  they  began  to  amalgamate       r  Sitric,  son  of  Imhar.    Lord  of  the 

freely  with  the  foreigners  of  the  North,  Black  and  Fair  Strangers,  i.  c,  boa 

amongst  whom  and  amongst  the  sub-  Danes  and  Norwegians,  died  in  936. 
sequent  Norman,  Welch,  and  English        *  Loch  Oirbsen ;  now  Lough  Comb. 

settlers,  all  truce  of  them  was  finally  The  foreigners  here  entrenchedt  were 

last — with,  us  O'Flaherty  tells  us,  the  slaughtered  in  A.  D.  927. 
siLgle  exception  of  the  0  lienachains        *  Conning,  son  of  Niall.  He  «at  the 

and  U  I^ayns  of   Connaught,  the  de-  son  of  Niall  GlunnJubh,  the  late  men- 

scendunts  of  the  liclgiau    kings,  of  arch  of  Ireland.    He  won  this  rictory 

which  clans,  the  representative  of  the  in  A.  D.  931. 

former  continued  lord  of  a  territory  in        *  Loch  Erni  •    now  Lough   Brae. 

Sligo,  down  to  a  recent  period.  A.  D.  922.    A  fleet  of  the  foraignen 

'■"■'  Ria  Cri\    Now  called  Koscrca,  in  now  came  upon  this  lake,  and  phuder- 

the  north  of  Tippcrury.    According  to  ed  its  islands ;  aud,  haying  ravaged  If* 

O'llalloran,    the    battle  of  Rod  Cre  country  on  every  side,  they  resaained 

was  fought  in  A.  D.  942.    The  Irish  on  the  lake  till  the  ensuing  saasvar, 

had  received  timely  notice  of  the  in-  when  they  left  the  country.  A  J).  931. 

tended  attack,  and  had  come  to  the  They  again  took  up  their  march,  and 

fair  pn spared  to  meet  their  assailant*),  ravaged  the  country  as  far  aa  Look 

x  Tadg,  son  of  Cat/ml.     lie  was  Uaxnhua,  (now  Iioch  Gowna,  in  l4as> 

otherwise  called  Tadg  an  Tuir,  (Teig-  ford).    Ard  Mocha  was  pmsstatwi  as 

nc  an  Tuoir,  i.  o.  Tadg  of  the  Tower.)  the  same  year  by 
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waste  the  pmperties  both  of  the  laity  and  the  church.  Oof* 
x-súdh,  chieftain  of  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Loch  Cuain,  plundered 
i  Macha ;  Amlaeibh,  son  of  Gofraidh,  plundered  Kill  Cuil- 
,**  out  of  which  he  brought  off  ten  hundred  captives.  The 
Hochlannaigh  next  plundered  Ailech  Neid,*  where  they  cap- 
^fcnred  Murkertach,  son  of  Niall;  but  God  afterwards  rescued  him 
niraculously,  from  their  hands.  Soon  after  this  event,  Arolt,41 
on  of  Imhar,  chieftain  of  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Luimnech,  was 
.Iain  by  the  men  of  Connaght ;  and  Amlaeibh,  son  of  Gofraidh, 
jag  of  both  the  Finn-Lochlannaigh  and  the  Dubh-Lochlannaigh, 
ed :  and  Lorcan,  son  of  Faelan,"  was  slain  by  the  folk  of  lior- 
egia.  According  to  Hanmer,  it  was  about  this  time,  that  the 
rincc  of  Britain,*  came  to  ravage  Ireland ;  but  he  was  slain  by 


Godfrey,  and  the  foreigners  of  Loch  lio,  KeHachan  of  Monster,   Faelan 

Onain,   (Strangford  Lough).     Amla-  king  of  Leinster,  and  the  royal  heir  of 

sibh  mod  his  band  next  plundered  Ul-  Oonnau^ht,  as  his  hostages.    He  is 

*  r  aa  far  as  Macnamha,  (Mucknoe),  known  in  Irish  history  as  "  Muirchear- 

the  east,  and  Sliabh  Betha,  (Slieve  tach  nag-cochalcroiceon"  {Murreetagk 

^Bfeftgh)  on  the  west ;  "  bat,"  say  onr  an-  na  gogmd  Creckerm) ,  i.  e.,  Murkertach, 

thorities,  "they  were  overtaken   by  of tne  Leather  Goats. u Murketach, son 

ICnrkertach,  son  of  N  iail,  (Glun-dubh)  of  Niall  Ghin-dubh,  lord  of  Ailech,  the 

who  fought  and  routed  them ;  and  they  Hector  of  the  west  of  Europe,  was  slain 

left  with  him  two  hundred  of  their  at  Ath-Firdiah  (now  Ardee),by  Blacari, 

heads  (cut  off),  besides  prisoners  and  lord  of  the  foreigners,  on  the  26th  of 

spoils."  March.   Ard  Macha  was  plundered  by 

*  Kill  Cuilmn ;  now  Kilcullen.  "A.  the  foreigners  the  day  after." — Four 

D.  936.    Amlaeibh,  son  of  Godfrey,  Master*. 

came  to  Dublin  again,  and  plundered  u  Arolt.    A.  D.  938,  Arolt,  son  of 

Kill  Cuilinn,  whence  they  carried  off  Sitric,  son  of  Imhar,  lord  of  the  Danes 

1,000  prisoners."  of  Limerick,  was  killed  in  Oonnaught, 

There  was  then  a  challenge  of  battle  by  the  Oaenraidhe,  (Kainree)  of  Aidni, 

between  Douncodh,  king  of  Ireland,  and  (a  tribe  then  seated  in  the  north  of 

Murkertach,  son  of  Niall  Glun-dubh,  Galway).— Amlaeibh,  son  of  Gofraidh, 

lord  of  Ailech ;  but  God  pacified  them ;  or  Godfrey,  did  not  die  in  this  reigu. 

and  they  went  with  both  their  forces  to  **  Lorcan,  son  of  Faelan.  He  was  slain 

lay  siege  to  the  foreigners  of  Ath-cli-  in  941,  while  he  was  plundering  Dub- 

ath,  (Dublin),  so  that  they  spoiled  and  lin,  having  first  defeated  and  slain  many 

plundered  all  that  was  under  the  do-  of  the  foreigners  who  occupied  it. 

minion  of  the  foreigners,  from  Ath-  45  Prince  of  Britain.   This  was  prob- 

cliath  to  Truisten,  (a  ford  on  the  river  ably  the  man  called  Acdh  Albanach, 

Greece,  near  Mullaghmart).  (i.  e.,  Aedh,  the  Scotchman)   by  the 

41  Ailech-Neid,  i.  e.,  Klagh,  near  Lon-  Irish  Annalists.    He  was  slain  in  A. 

donderry.    The  brave  Murkertach  was  D.  839,  by  the  Ui  Falghi,  which  tribe 

captured  in  937.  and  taken  to  the  ships  gained  two  great  victories  over  invad- 

of  the  pirates,  but,  say  our  Shanna-  era  in  this  year,  as  is  thus  entered ;  "A 

chies,  "  God  redeemed  him."    We  find  slaughter  was  made  of  the  foreigners 

him  next  year  marching  with  the  mon-  by  the  Ui  Falghi,  by  Amergin,  son  of 

arch  Donncadh,  to  compel  Munstcr  to  Kinacdh.  who  slew  1200  of  them  at 

give  up  hostages  as  sureties  for  submis-  Magh-Kisi,  (in  the  north  of  the  King's 

sion.    The  next  year  after,  he  made  county)." 

the  grand  circuit  of  Ireland,  when  he  And  again  we  read,  that  another 
bore  off  the  Danish  lord  Sitric,  of  Dub-    battle  was  gained  over  the  foreigner* 
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the  Irish  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six. 
It  was  now  also,  that  Ath-cliath  was  plundered*4  by  Congal,  son 
of  Maehnithigh,  who  slew  seven  hundred  and  forty  of  the 
Lochlannaigh  therein,  and  bore  off  mueh  treasure  and  valuables. 
After  these  events,  Donneadh,  son  of  Flann  Sinna,  monarch  of 
Ireland,  died. 

CONGAL,   AKD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  947.47  Congal,48  son  of  Maelmithigh,  son  of  Flannagan, 
son  of  Kellach,  son  of  Conaing,  son  of  Congal,  son  of  Aedh  Slanni, 
son  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Fergus  Kerbeol,  son  of  Conall  Crernthan- 
ni,  son  of  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  held  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland  ten  years.  Muiri,  daughter  of  Kinacth,  son  of  Alpin. 
king  of  Alba,  was  the  mother  of  this  Congal. 

It  was  in  his  reign  that  the  following  events  took  place;  for  it 
was  during  it  that  Etimon,49  king  of  Saxon-land,  and  Blacari.1* 
king  of  Norway,  died.  And  it  was  then,  that  Congal,  son  of 
Maelmithigh,  king  of  Ireland,  gained  the  battle  of  Muini  Breo» 
gain51  over  the  Lochlannaigh,  of  whom  he  slew  therein  seven 
thousand ;  but  great  numbers  of  the  Gaels  also  were  slain  in  that 
engagement. 

of  Ath-cliath,  bv  the  Ui  Falghi,  where        "  A.  D.  943.— Fotir  Masters. 
there  fell  1,000  of  them,  together  with        «  Coxoal  III.    He  is  called  Con- 

Aedh    Albanach,   and    many    other  galach  by  the  annalists  Just  cited,  who 

chiefs." — Four  Masters.  assign  to  him  a  reign  of  twelve  years. 

44  Ath   clialh  plundered.     The  last        "  Etimon,  i.  c,  Edmund, 
year  of  Donncadli's  reign  was  rendered        n  Blacari.    This  chief  was  slam  in 

famous  by  the  destruction  of  the  fort-  91 G,  in  a  battle  that  is  thus  recorded: 

rcss  of  Dublin  by  Iiíh  successor  Congal.  *•  It  was  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  (Con- 

The  fact  is  thus  recorded:    "A.  I),  gal's)  reign,  that  the  buttle  of  Ath 

942.    The  destruction  of  Ath-cliath  by  ath  was  fought  by  him  against  Bin 

the  (2ao!s,  that  is.  by  Congal.  son  of  grandson  of  Imhar,  lord  of  the  N 

Maelmithigh,  heir    apparent    to    the  incn,  where  Blacari  himself 

monarchy  of  Ireland;  Braen,  son  of  together  with  1900  men.  in  revenge  f< 

Maclmorda,  king  of  Lcinster,  and  Kel-  Murkcrtaeh,  son  of  Niall  Ghin-dabh— 

lach.  son  of  Paelan,  heir  of  I  minster,  slain  by  him  some  time  before. — Imb- 

The  destruction  brought  upon  it  was  hnr  Gabhala. 

this,  that  is,  its  houses,  division*,  ships,        *  Muini  Breopain,  otherwise  3Iw- 

and  all  other  structures  wen}  burned,  ini  Brocain,  i.  c.  Brocnn'g  Brake.    It 

its  women,  boys,  and  plcbians,  were  was  not  by  Congal  that  this  victory 

carried  into  bondage.     Jts  men  were  was  gained;  but  by liuaidri,  (Rconfi, 

totally  destroyed  by  killing,  drowning.  O'Canannain,  king  of  Kinel  ComiU. 

burning,  and  capturing,  excepting  a  then  contending  with  him  for  the  so* 


small  number,  that  tied  in  a  few  ships  crcignty.    In  the  year  949,  we  are  told 

to  Delg  Inis.  (now  Balky  Island).'' —  that  this  chief,  having  invaded  Meath 

See  Id.  nnd  Brcagh.  awl  having  trained  a  vk- 

Notwithstanding  this.  w<*  find  that  tory  over  the  monarch  Congal  whom 

the  same  foreigners  were  allowed  to  re-  he  reduced  to  groat  straits,  encamped 

possess  themselves  of  the  same  city  al-  for  six  months  at  Maini  Brocain,  wkiuV 

most  immediately  after.  er  the  dues  of  the  king  of  Inlaad  w«e 
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Brian,  son  ofKenneidi,  King  of  Munster.— A.  D.  97&-1002.,l#  ' 

It  was  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Congal,"  the  present 
Tnonarch,  that  Brian,  son  of  Kenneidi,  assumed  the  sover- 
eignty of  Munster.  And  in  the  second  year  after  his  assump- 
tion thereof,  he  challenged  Maélmuaidh,  son 'of  Brann,  king 
of  the  Ui  Eachach,  to  meet  him  in  battle,  at  Belach  Lechta" 
{Bailagh  Laghta,)  in  order  that  he  might  wreak  vengeance*4 


to  him  from  every  quarter.    Ad  low,  on  the  road  between  that  town 

engagement  took  plaee  soon  after  be-  and  Cork.    Others  again  will  have  it 

tween  him  and  the  foreigners,  on  the  that  the  battle  between  Brian  and 

feast   of  St  Andrew,  the  Apostle.  Maelmoaidh,  king  of  Monster,  was 

The  foreigners  were  defeated  therein ;  fought  at  Bearna  Berg,  now  called 

tor  there  fell  of  them  six  thousand  Bed  Chair,  a  plaee  situated  in  the 

Mighty  men,  besides  boys  and  camp-fol-  parish  of  Kilflin,  on  the  borders  of  the 

lowers.  Buaidri,  heir  to  the  monarchy  counties  of  Cork  and  limerick.   It  is  a 

of  Ireland,  fell,  however  himself,  in  the  chasm  lying  between  two  hills,  and  the 

heat  of  that  conflict,  as  did  also  Imhar,  high   road  from    Cork  to.  limerick 

Tanist  of  the  foreigners.    But  God-  passes  through  it    The  battle  of  Be- 

frey,  son  of  Sitric,  escaped,  with  some  lach  Lechta  was  fought  in  the  year 

own.    The  exact  site  of  Muini  Bre-  978 ;  and  thereby  Brian  conquered  the 

again,  is  unknown. — Four  Masters,  sovereignty   of    the    two   Munstere. 

■*  A.  D.  978,  &c— These  dates  are  Maelmnaidh  fell  in  this  battle  by  the 

here  inserted  in  order  that  the  reader  hand  of  Murcadh,  son  of  Brian,  then 

may  not  be  set  astray  by  Dr.  Keating's  but  a  youth,  who  signalised  his  first 

having  antedated  the  reign  of  this  campaign  bjrslaving  the  murderer  of 

prince,  over  Munster,  by  more  than  his  uncle.    Having  thus  avenged  his 

30  years.    Neither  his  reign,  nor  that  brother  and  placed  himself  on  the 

of  his  brother  Mathgamain  were  coo-  throne  of   Munster,   Brian    granted 

temporaneous  with  any  part  of  that  peace  to  the  Eoganachta,  and  even  gave 

of  the  monarch  Congal.     See  the  An-  nis  daughter  Saab  in  marriage  to  Kian, 

nals  of  the  Four  Masters  and  O'Dono-  the  son  of  his  rival  Maelmnaidh,  who 

van's    notes    thereon  ;    O '  FlaJierty '  s  succeeded  his  father  as  chief  of  the  Ui 

Qgygia  ,■  Moore's  History  of  Ireland ;  Eachach  and  king  of  Desmond,  which 

Q'Halloran,  fyc.  dignity  he  held  until  after  the  battle 

M  The  fourth  year  of  Congal.  It  of  Clontorf. 
was  in  the  the  22d  of  Domnall  IV.,  the  •*  Wreak  Vengeance^  fyc.  His  first 
successor  of  Congal,  and  two  years  after  effort  was  directed  against  the  Danes 
the  murder  of  Mathgamain,  that  Brian  of  Limerick,  and  he  slew  Imhar  their 
became  King  of  Munster,  by  the  death  king,  with  two  of  his  sons.  Donno- 
of  Maelmuaidh,  son  of  Brann,  who  had  ban,  king  of  the  Ui  Fidghenti,  the  be- 
held the  sovereignty  of  Munster  for  trayer  of  Mathgamain,  then  sent  for 
two  years  subsequent  to  the  murder  of  another  of  Imhar's  sons,  whom  be 
Brian's  brother,  Mathgamain.  During  caused  to  be  elected  king  of  the  Danes 
those  two  years  Brian  was  apparently  of  Munster.  As  soon  as  Brian  had 
engaged  in  establishing  his  sway  over  heard  this,  he  ravaged  the  lands  of  the 
Thoniond  or  North  Munster.  Ui  Fidghenti,  seized  an  immense  prey 

"  Belach  Lechta.    Antiquarians  are  of  their  cattle,  and  slew  Donnoban, 

not  agreed  as  to  the  situation  of  this  their  king.    He  also  plundered  Limer- 

place.     Some  assert  that  it  lies  at  the  ick,  where  he  slew  Harold,  king  of  the 

confluence  of  the  rivers  Lee  and  Sul-  Danes,  of  which  people  he  made  & 

lane,  near  Macroom,  in  the  county  of  slaughter  and    then    returned    home, 

Cork.    Others  say  that  it  lay  at  Cnoc-  loaded  with  immense  spoils, 
ramhra  (Knock-rowra),  south  of  Mai* 
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for  his  "brother  Mathgamain,  son  of  Kenneidi,  who  had  been 
treacherously  murdered  by  flie  people  of  Maelrnuaidh.  Mael- 
muaidli  thereupon  mustered  a  great  army,  composed  as  well 
of  strangers  as  of  Irish ;  for  he  had  witli  him  a  body  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  of  the  Lochlannaigh,  together  with  a 
large  foree  of  the  Gaels  likewise.  He  was  nevertheless  muted 
at  Bclach  Lechta,  by  Brian  and  the  Dal-g-Cais,  by  whom  a 
countless  multitude  of  his  followers  were  slaughtered:  and  those 
of  them  that  were  not  killed  beeame  the  captives  of  Brian.  After 
this,  Domnall  O'Faelain,"  king  of  the  Desi,  aided  by  the  Loch- 
lannaigh, proclaimed  war  against  Brian,  and  the  greater  part  of 
Munster  was  ravaged  by  him  and  his  foreign  allies.  However,  they 
were  soon  overtaken  by  Brian,  who  gave  them  battle  at  Fan 
Conrach,M  where  the  king  of  the  Desi  and  his  foreigners  were 
completely  vanquished.  Brian  then  pursued  their  routed  host 
to  Port  Largi,  where  he  slew  Domnall  O'Faelain  himself.  He 
next  made  captives  of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city,  which  he  plundered  and  then  burned. 

In  eight  years  aftei*7  Brian  had  assumed  the  kingdom  of 
Munster,  the  entire  of  Leth  Mogha  was  compelled  to  submit  to 
him  as  its  sovereign.  However,  after  the  death  of  Domnall 
Clacn,58  king  of  Leinster,  both  the  Lochlannaigh  and  the  Gaels  of 
that  principality  rebelled  against  his  authority.  Upon  this, 
Brian  called  together  the  full  strength  of  the  Men  of  Munster 

M  Domnall  O'Fadairu  This  chief  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  record  the 
should  rather  be  styled  MacFaelain,  i.  c.  death  of  Domnall,  sod  of  Faelan,  king 
son  of  Faelan.  Ihe  surname  O'Fae-  of  the  Desi.  The  kings  of  Leinster 
Ian  could  scarcely  have  been  yet  and  Osraide,  or  Oasory,  and  the  Duel 
adopted  by  the  lords  of  Desi ;  for  Fae-  of  Limerick,  Cork,  and  Leinster,  hid 
lain,  son  of  Cormac,  (apparently  the  entered  into  a  formidable  confederacr 
father  of  this  Domnall),  from  whom  the  against  Brian,  the  designs  of  which 
O'Faeluins  of  the  Desi  Mumhan  liavc  lie  defeated  by  this  victory.  After  the 
taken  their  name,  had  not  been  then  battle,  Brian  invaded  Leinster,  re- 
many  years  dead,  lie  had  died  king  duccd  it  to  obedience,  received  host- 
of  the  Desi  in  A.  I).  9G4.  The  mem-  ages  from  both  its  kings,  who  had 
bcrs  of  the  sept  that  has  sprung  from  come  to  his  camp  in  person  to  tender 
Faelan  now  call  themselves  either  him  their  allegiance. 
O'Felan,  Phelan  or  Whelau.  *  Eight  years  after.  This  was  prob- 

M  Fun  Conrach,  i.  c.  the  Slope  of  ably  abont  the  time  of  the  battle  of 

Curaidb.  Jn  some  of  the  editor's  MSS.  Fan  Conrach,  when,  having  received 

it  is  called  Ferunn  Conrach ;  i.  c.  the  the  hostages  and  the  homage  of  the 

landorfarniofCuraidh.  The  Annals  of  kings  of  Leinster,  he  bad  reduced  aD 

Inuisfallen  call  it  Fan  Mic  Conrach,  i.  e.  Loth  Mogha  beneath  his  sway. 
the  Slope  of  the  son  of  Curaidh  ;  itssifr-        *  Domnall  Claen.    Domnail  Claea. 

nation  is  unknown  to  the  editor.    The  son  of  Lorcan,  was  king  of  Leinster 

annals,  just  named,  enter  the  battle  of  from  A.  D.  970  to  983.    The  battle  of 

this  place  A.  D.  979,  which  can  scarce-  Glenn  Mama  was  not  fought  before 

ly  be  its  time ;  for  A.  D.  995,  is  the  A  D.  998,  the  20th  rear  of 

year  under  which  the  more  accurate  lainn  as  monarch  of  Ireland. 
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and  to  attack  the  men  of  Leinster  and  their  foreign  allies :  and 
lie  fought  the  battle  of  Glenn  Mama"  against  their  united  forces, 
and  therein  he  vanquished  them' both,  and  slew  four  thousand  of 
their  warriors. 

.    Sequd  of  the  reign  of  Congal,  A.  D.  944  to  A.  D.  956." 

Congal,  son  of  Maelmithigh,  Monarch  of  Ireland,  afterwards 
marched  into  Munster,  which  he  pillaged  and  despoiled,  and 
where  he  slew  two  of  the  sons  of  Kenneidi,"  son  of  Lorcan ; 
namely,  Echtigherna  and  Donncuan. 

After  this,  Kenannus,  Domnach  Padraig,"  Ard  Brecain,  Kill 
Sgiri,  and  many  other  churches  besides,  were  plundered  by 
Gofraidh,  son  of  Sitric,  and  the  foreigners  of  Dublin,  on  which 
occasion  they  made  captives  of  three  thousand  persons,  whom 
they  bore  off  into  captivity,  together  with  mucn  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  valuable  wares. 

*  Glenn  Mama ;  a  valley  near  Dan-  referred  to  O'Flabertv'B  Ogygi*  and 
kyao,  county  Wicklow.  The  glory  of  O'Donovan's  notes  to  the  Annals  of  the 
this  battle  should  more  probably  be  Four  Masters. 

E'reo  to  Maelsechlainn  IL,  for  it  was  "  The  Two  tons  of  Kenneidi.  The 
that  commanded  the  Irish  army  incursion  in  which  they  were  slain  was 
upon  that  occasion,  whilst  Brian  acted  made  in  A.  D.  948,  whilst  Kellachan 
bat  as  his  ally.  Some  Munster  Anti-  of  Cashel  was  King  of  Munster,  and 
ovaries  would  usurp  all  its  glory  for  whilst  their  father,  Kenneidi,  was  still 
their  favorite  hero,  for  which  purpose,  King  of  Thomond.  This  entry  should 
apparently,  they  antedated  it  by  several  in  itself  have  shown  to  Dr.  Keating 
rears.  Dr.  Keating  was  possibly  mis-  the  absurdity  of  placing  the  accession 
led  by  these.  Some  northerns  would,  of  Brian  to  the  throne  of  Munster  hi 
on  the  other  hand,  exclude  Brian  from  the  fourth  year  of  this  reign,  i.  e.  seven 
his  proper  share  therein.  The  follow-  years  before  the  death  of  Kellachan, 
ing  entry  of  the  engagement  is  given  and  when  five  other  princes,  namely, 
by  the  Four  Masters  :  Maelfogartach,  Dubdaboirenn,  Ferg- 
"  A.  D.  998  (or  999,)  the  21st  year  raidh,  Mathgamain  and  Maelmuaidn 
of  Maelsechlainn.  An  army  was  led  were  yet  to  occupy  that  position  before 
by  King  Maelsechlainn  and  l>y  Brian,  him.  Brian  was  then  but  a  child,  and 
son  of  Kenneidigh,  to  (>lcnn*  Mama,  in  addition  to  the  remaining  years  of 
The  foreigners  of  Ath-cliath  came  his  father's  reign,  those  of  the  reigns  of 
thither  to  attack  them,  but  the  latter  his  elder  brothers  -  Lactna  and  Math- 
were  routed  and  slaughtered  together  gamain  had  still  to  pass  by  before  he 
with  Aralt,  son  of  Amlaeiroh,  and  became  king  even  of  Thomond. 
Cuilen,  son  of  Etigen,  and  other  of  a  Domnach  Padraig.  tyc.  "  A.  D. 
their  chiefs  ;  and  many  of  the  foreign-  949.  Kenannus,  Domnach  Padraig, 
en  were  cut  off  in  this  conflict  After  Ard  Brecain,  Tulan,  Disert  Kiarain, 
it  Maelsechlainn  and  Brian  entered  and  Kill-Sgiri,  and  other  churches  (all 
Ath-cliath,  where  they  remained  for  a  in  East  Mcath],  were  plundered  by 
full  week  and  carried  off  its  gold,  silver,  Godfrey,  son  or  Sitric,  and  the  (br- 
and prisoners.  They  burned  the  fort-  eigners  of  Ath-cliath.  It  was  out  of 
ress  and  expelled  the  lord  of  the  for-  a  camn,  pitched  at  Kenannus,  they 
eigners — namely,  Sitric,  son  of  Am-  were  all  plundered.  They  carried  on 
aleimh."  upwards  of  3000  persons  into  captivity, 

•  A.  D.  944  to  A.  D.  956.    For  the  besides  gold,  silver,  raiment,  wealth 
correctness  of  these  dates,  the  reader  is  and  goods  of  all  kinds.1' — Four  Masters. 
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About  this  time  died  Ethni,**  daughter  of  Fergal,  Queen  of 
Ireland,  and  wife  of  Congal,  son  of  Maelmitbigh.  Then,  also, 
died  Maclcoluim,  son  of  Domnall,**  King  of  Alba  J  Gaeithini, 
Bishop  of  Dun-da-leth-glas,  and  Tadg,  son  of  Cathal,"  king  of 
Connauglit. 

Soon  after  these  events,  Congal,  son  of  Maeilmithigh,  King  of 
Ireland,  was  slain  at  Ard  Macha,**  by  the  Leinstermen,  and  the 
Locblannaigh  of  Ath-cliatb. 


DOMNALL,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  957.  Domnall,*7  son  of  Murkertach  of  the  Leather 
Coats,  son  of  Niall  Glun-dubh,  son  of  Aedh  Finn-liath,  son  of 
Niall  Calli,  son  of  Aedh  Oirnighe,  son  of  Niall  Frasach,  of  the 
line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  ten  {correctly 
for  twenty-four**)  years. 

03  Eithni  died.    She  died  in  A.  D.  following  are  those  who  were   then 

951.  slain  :    Congalach  himself,  Ifadndan. 

91  Maekoluim,  son  of  Domiiall.    Tie  son  of  Aedh,  son  of  Maehnithidh,  and 

is  called  Malcolm  I.  by  the  Scotch  Corniac,  son  of  Cathalan,  lord  of  Fen 

writers.    He  was  assassinated  by  his  Arda,  now  Fcrrard,  in  Louth,  and  a 

own  people  in  A.  I).  953.    He  was  great  many  others." 

the  41st  king  of  the  race  of  the  Irish  *  Domnall  IV.  The  date  in  the  text 

Dal  Riada  that  reigned  over  Alba,  or,  chances  to  be  correct  with  regard  to 

as  it  is  now  called,  Scotland. — See  the  the  accession  of  this  king.    He  was 

Ogy<ria.  commonly    called   Domnall    O'NeQI, 

■*  7Wg.  son  of  Cathal.  This  prince,  being  the  0,  i.  e.,  the  grandson,  of 
who  is  also  called  Tadg  of  the  Three  Niall  Glun-dabh.  With  him  origin- 
Towers,  died  in  450.  Gaeithini,  Bishop  ated  the  family  name  of  the  O'Neflb 
of  Down,  died  in  the  same  year.  of  Tir  Eogain,  or  Tyrone. 

"  Slain  at  Ard  Macha.  This  is  a  mis-  *  Twenty-four  yeart.  The  learned 
take:  Congal  was  slain  at  a  place  0 'Flaherty  has  ascertained,  on  coenpar- 
cnllcd  Tigh  Gighrain,  situated  on  the  ing  the  various  Irish  annals,  that  each 
river  Liffby,  and  near  Dublin.  The  was  the  real  length  of  the  reign  of 
true  year  of  his  death  is  956,  but  it  is  Domnall  O'Neill.  Either  Keating  or 
thus  recorded  by  the  Four  Masters,  his  transcribers  have  evidently  curtail- 
under  A.  D.  954,  for  these  annalists  are  ed  it  by  fourteen  years  in  endeavoring 
about  two  yr>ars  behind  the  vulgar  to  make  the  career  of  Brian,  as  King 
era  at  this  period  :  of  Munster,  cotemporaneona  with  the 

"A  hosting  by  Congalach,  King  of  reigns  of  Congal,  Domnall  and  Ifaei- 

Ireland,  into  Lcinstur,  and  after  he  hail  scchlainn.    As  there  is  no  authoritr 

despoiled  Lei uster,  and  held  the  Fair  for  snch  curtailment  found  in  the  Irak 

of  Lifi,  (i.  e.,  Aenach  Colraain  in  Magh  annals,  which  are  perfectly  dear  and 

Lifi)  for  three  days,  information  thereof  distinct  upon  the  subject,  the  editor, 

was  sent  to  the  Goill  of  Ath-cliath,  in  giving  the  dates  of   the 


and  Amlacirnh,  son  of  Godfrey,  lord  of  reigns,  shall  be  guided  by  the  number 

the  (Joill.  laid  a  battle  ambush  for  the  of  years  which  he  has  above  inserted, 

king,  and  he  was  taken  therein,  with  in  italics,  and  shall  disregard  altogether 

his  chieftains,  at  Tigh  Gighrain.    The  the  number  (ten)  given  in  the " — * 
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During  the  reign  of  this  monarch,  Kill-dara  was  plundered** 
'  Amlaeibh,  son  of  Sitric,  and  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Ath-cliath. 
It  was  now  that  the  monarolrof  Ireland,  Domnall,  son  of 
urkertach,  marched  into  Gonnaught,  which  he  pillaged  and 
despoiled,  and  whence  he  brought  a  large  prey,  together  with 
many  captives,  taken  from  Fergal  O'Buairc,™  who  was  king  of 
Oonnaught  at  that  time.  * 

It  was,  also,  about  this  time  that  the  great  temple  of  Tuaim 
Oreni  was  built  by  Gonnac  O'Killini,  bishop  of  that  see.  About 
the  same  time  Fergal  O'Buairc,  King  of  Gonnaught,  was  slain 
by  Domnall.  son  of  Gongal,  son  of  Maelmithigh.  It  was  then, 
likewise,  that  Luimnech  was  plundered11  and  burned,  in  spite  of 
the  Lochlannaigh,  by  Brian,  son  of  Kenneidi,  King  of  Minister. 
After  this/'  Domnall  O'Neill  marched  into  Leinster  with  a 
numerous  army,  and  laid  that  country  waste  from  the  river 
Berba  eastwards  to  the  sea,  and  he  continued  encamped  therein 
for  two  months,  in  spite  of  both  the  Lochlannaigh  and  the  Lein- 
stermen. 

It  was  now,  also,  that  Maelfinnen,"  son  of  Uctan,  Bishop  of 
Kenannus  and  comarba  of  St  Ulltan,  died.  Soon  after,  Am- 
laeibh Cuaran  and  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Leinster  plundered  Ken- 
annus,74 whence  they  carried  off  a  great  prey  ana  many  valuable 
articles,  and  the  Ui  Neill  suffered  a  terrÍDle  and  great  defeat,"  in 

m  KM-dara  plundered.    "A.D.  962.  victories  over  Donnoban  and  Mael- 

Kfll-dara  was  plundered  by  the  foreign-  muaidh,  and  in  the  22nd  year  of  the 

en,  and  a  great  number  of  seniors  and  reign  of  Domnall  O'Neill, 

ecclesiastics  were  taken  prisoners  there,  ™  After  this.    It  was  several  yean 

bnt  Niall   Ua    h'Eruilbh    ransomed  be/ore  this,  namely,  in  A.  D.  966,  that 

them  with  his    own  money." — Four  Domnall  made  this  invasion  of  Leinster, 

Masters.  bat  Keating  frequently  uses  the  phrase 

These  annals  tell  us  that  Amlaeibh,  "  after  this"  in  a  very  indefinite  sense. 

son  of  Sitric,  was  defeated  within  the  n  Maelfinnen.    He  died  in  A.  D. 

same  year,  at  Inis  Tioc,  now  Ennis-  067. 

tiogue,  on  the  Norc,  by  the  men  of  *4  Kenannus  plundered.      It    was 

Osraide.    In  979,  Kill-dara  was  again  plundered  by  Amlaeibh    Cuaran,  in 

E hindered  by  the  foreigners.    On  the  A.  D.  968,  when  he  carried  off  a  great 

itter  occasion  they  captured  Domnall  prey  of  cattle,  but  lost  numbers  of  his 

Olaen,  King  of  Leinster.  own  people.    On  this  occasion,   the 

w  Fergal  O  Ruairc.    A.  D.  963  is  foreigners  and  the  Leinstermen  defeated 

the  date  of  the  monarch's  invasion  of  the  Ui  Neill,  that  is,  the  Meathmcn, 

the  territories  of  this  prince.    Fergal  at  Ard  Maelcon,  now  Ardmulchan,  on 

gained  a  victory  on  the  Shannon  over  the  Boync.    Kenannus,  or  Kclls,  had 

Mathgamain,  King  of  Mun3ter,  in  962.  been  also  plundered  during  the  previ- 

He  was  slain  by  Domnall,    lord    of  ous  year,  by  Sitric,  son  of  Amlaeibh, 

Breagh,  and  son  of  the  last  monarch,  and  Murcadh,  son  of  Finn,  King  of 

in  964.     Cormac  O'Killinc,  successor  Leinster,  but  Domnall  O'Neill  over- 

of  St  Kiaran,  died  in  the  last-mention-  took  and  defeated  them, 

ed  year.  '•  The  Ui  Neill  defeated.    This  was 

Tl    Luimnech  plundered.     This  oc-  in  A.  D.  969,  when  the  southern  Ui 

corred  in  A  D.  9  <  8,  previous  to  Brian's  Neill,    or    Olann    Colmain,   haying 
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which  numbers  fell  on  both  sides.  About  the  Bamc  time,  the 
battle  of  Kill-na-Mona"  was  gained  by  Domnall,  son  of  Congal, 
and  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Ath-Cliath,  over  Domnall,  son  of  Mur- 
kertach, King  of  Ireland,  wherein  fell  Ardgal,  son  of  Madagan, 
who  had  been  king  of  Ulidia  for  seventeen  years,  and  Donnagan, 
son  of  Maelmuri,  King  of  Oirghiall,  and  a  great  many  other- 
nobles,  together  with  them. 

Very  soon  after,  Becan,  Bishop  of  OilBnn,  and  Kinaeth  O'h- 
Artagain,"  Primate  of  Ard  Macha,  died.  It  was  then,  also,  that: 
Ugari,  son  of  Tuathal,  King  of  L^inster,  was  captured  by  th& 
Lochlannaigh  of  Ath-Cliath.  After  this,  Inis  Cathaigh"  was  pil — 
laged,  in  spite  of  the  Lochlannaigh,  by  Brian,  son  of  KenneidL» 
King  of  Munster,  who  slew  five  hundred  of  them  therein,  and 
who  there  captured  three  of  their  chieftains,  namely,  Imhar, 
Amlacibh  and  Dubghemi.  It  was  of  this  that  the  bard  oonv- 
posed  the  following  verse : 

"  That  slaughter  made  at  Inis  Cathaigh 
Was  not  unworthy  of  thy  fame, 
Where  chieftains  of  the  stranger  perished, 
Where  Imhar  and  where  Dubghenn  fell." 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  battle  of  Bithlann"  was  gained 
over  the  Leinstcrmcn  by  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Ath-Cliath,  and 
Ugari,  son  of  Tuathal,  King  of  Leinster,  was  slain  therein. 

Shortly  after  this,  Domnall,  son  of  Murkertach,  King  of  Ire- 
land, died*0  at  Ard  Macha. 


leagued  with  the  foreigners,  drove  King 
Domnaill  northwards  across  Sliabh  Fu- 
atd  ;  but  he  immediately  mustered  the 
Kind  Eognn  and  Kinel  Conaill  against 
them,  so  that  he  plundered  all  their 
fortresses,  and  spoiled  the  Ui  Falghi 
and  Fotharlha  likewise,  and,  say  onr 
annalists,  •'  he  then  took  revenge  for 
their  opposition  to  him,  for  he  erected 
a  camp  in  every  cantnd  of  Mcath, 
from  the  Sianinn  to  Belach-duin,"  now 
Castle  Kieran,  near  Kelts. 

w  Kll-na-mowi,  otherwise  Kill-mono, 
and  now  Killmoon,  in  the  burony  of 
Skreen,  county  Meath.  This  battle 
was  fought  in  "the  same  year  with  that 
of  Belach  Leehta,  i.  e.,  A.  D.  978. 

"  Kiimctk  Wh-Artagain.  Both 
these  entries  are  wrong.  Kinaeth  O'h- 
Artagain  was  Chief  Poet  of  Ireland, 
and  not  Primate  of  Armagh.  His 
death  is  entered  under  A.  D.  973. 
Becan  was  liishop  of  Cluain  Iraird.  in 


Mcath,  and  not  of  Oilfinn,  now  Sophia 
in  Roscommon.  The  latter  died  is 
A.  D.  971 .  An  account  of  the  worb 
of  Kinaeth  O'h-Artagain,  several  of 
which  arc  still  extant,  will  be  found  in 
O'Reilly's  Catalogue oflnslt  WrtUrt. 
"  hits  Cathaigh.  This  exploit  wti 
performed  in  A.  D.  977,  while  BrSta 
was  yet  but  King  of  Thomood,  and 

Ercvious  to  his  taking  of  Tjiimnerii,  or 
limerick. 

"  Bithlann,  now  Belan,  in  the  sostk 
of  Kildarc.  about  four  miles  from  the 
townofAthy.  The  battle  of  Bithtai 
was  fought  in  A.  D.  978. 

"  Domnall  died.  "A.  D.  978  (man 
correctly  A.  D.  979).  After  Donaafl, 
son  of  Murkertach  of  the  Loathe? 
Cloaks,  son  of  Niafl  Glus-dubh,  had 
beeq  twentv-four  vears  in  the  sever* 
eignty  of  Ireland,  he  died  at  Aid 
Macha,  after  the  victory  of 
— Four  Hatters. 
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MAELSECHLAINN  MOB,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  980."  MaelsechlaintV*  son  of  Domnall,  son  of  Donncadh, 
son  of  Flann  Sinna,  son  of  Maelsechlainn,  son  of  Maelruad- 
naidh,  of  the  line  of  Erimhón,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
fixr  twenty-three  years.  Donnflaith,"  daughter  of  Murkertach, 
son  of  Niall,  was  the  mother  of  this  monarch. 

It  was  in  this  reign  that  Gluniarainn,*4  Kins  of  Lochlainn,  ar- 
rived in  Ireland.  It  was,  moreover,  during  this  reign  that  the 
following  deeds  were  done ;  for  it  was  Maelsechlainn  in  person 
that  won  the  battle  of  Temhair,"  over  the  sons  of  Amlaeibh,  and 
the  Lochlannaigh  of  Ath-cliath.  In  this  engagement  there  fell 
five  thousand  of  the  foreigners,  together  with  Kaghnall,  son  of 
Amlaeibh,  the  heir-apparent  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Loch* 
lannaigh. 

After  this  success,  Maelsechlainn,  King  of  Ireland,  accompani- 
ed by  Eocaidh,  son  of  Ardgal,  who  was  King  of  Ulidia  for 


"ID.  980  is  the  year  of  his  acoes*  minions,  by  the  Northmen  of  Dublin 

sion. — See  Ogygia.  and  the  isles,  he  not  merely  repelled 

*  Mablsechlaink  IT.  He  is  also  the  invasion  with  spirit»  bat,  taming 
styled  Maelsechlainn  Mor,  i.e.,  the  assailant  in  his  tarn,  attacked  the  main 
mat,  a  title  he  well  merited,  notwith-  body  of  the  enemy's  force,  consisting 
standing  the  calumnious  aspersions  of  of  Danes  collected  from  all  parti  of 
the  sbannachies  of  Monster.  Ireland,  and  continuing  the  conflict 

*  Donnflaith.  This  lady,  after  the  with  but  little  interruption  for  three 
deathof  Maelsechlainn's  father,!  )omnall  days  and  nights,  forced  them  to  submit 
O'Maelscchlainn,  had  been  married  to  to  whatever  terms  he  chose  at  the 
Amlaeibh,  lord  of  the  foreigners,  by  sword's  point  to  dictate."  The  Four 
whom  she  had  Gluniarrann,  who  was,  Masters  record  it  thus  :  "  The  battle 
thus,  the  brother  of  the  Irish  king.  of  Temhair  was  gained  by  Maelsech- 

*  Gluniarann,  i.  e.  Iron  Knee.  "  lie  lainn,  son  of  Domnall,  over  the  foreign- 
was  probably  so  called  from  having  his  era  of  Ath-cliath  and  of  the  islands,  and 
knees  cased  in  iron  mail,  against  the  over  the  sons  of  Amlaeibh  in  particu- 
stroke  of  the  battle  axe." — O'D.  In  lar,  where  many  were  slain,  together 
A.  D.  982,  we  find  him  aiding  his  with  Haghnall,  son  of  Amlaeibh,  heir 
maternal  brother,  in  a  victory  which  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  foreigners, 
the  latter  gained  over  Imhar  of  Port  Oonamhail,  son  of  Gilla-Arri,  and  the 
Largi  and  Domnall  Claen  of  Leinster,  orator  of  Ath-cliath,  and  a  dreadful 
where  many  perished,  both  by  drown-  slaughter  of  the  foreigners  around  them, 
ing  and  killing,  among  whom  was  Gilla-  There  also  fell  in  the  heat  of  the  battle 
Padraig,  son  of  Imhar,  and  many  others  Braen,  son  of  Murcadh,  royal  heir  of 
of  distinction . — Four  Masters.  Leinster,  Congalach,  sou  of  Flann,  lord 

"  The  battle  of  Temhair.    Thisbril-  of  the  Galenga,  and  his  son,  Maelan  ; 

liant  victory,  second  only  to  that  of  Fiachna  and  Cudalich,  sons  of  Dub- 

Clontarf,  was  gained  by  Maelsechlainn  laech,  lords  of  Fera  Tulach,  now  Fer- 

in  A.  I).  979,  immediately  previous  to  tullagh  in  West  Meath  ;  and  Lactna, 

his  accession  to  the  throne.  "  Invaded,"  lord  of  Mughdorna  Maighen,  now  Cre- 

says  Moore,  u  in  the  heart  of  his  do-  morne,  in  Monaghan. 
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twenty-live  years,  marched  against  Atli-cHatD,*  in  order  to  pillage 
and  despoil  that  stronghold  of  the  invaders.  At  this  place  he 
remained  encamped  for  three  days  and  three  nights ;  thereupon 
all  of  the  Irish  nobles,  that  were  held  in  captivity  by  the  Loch- 
lannaigh,  were  delivered  from  their  bonds,  and  amongst  tbem 
Domnall  Claen,  King  of  Leinster,  and  all  the  hostages  of  the  Ui 
Neill  likewise.  He  compelled  them,  moreover,  to  acknowledge 
his  authority,  and  to  give  up  all  their  claims  for  tributes  or  fines 
upon  any  of  his  territories,  from  the  Sinainn  to  the  sea. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Amlacibh,  son  of  Sitric,"  the  head 
chieftain  of  the  Lochlannaigh,  was  banished  out  of  Ireland,  and 
forced  to  dwell  an  exile  at  Aei  Coluim  Killi,  in  Alba,  whither  he 
had  been  driven  by  the  Gaels. 

Maelsechlainn  next  marched  to  plunder  and  despoil  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Dal  g-Cais,  and  he  there  cut  down  the  great  tree  of 
Magh  Adair;"  but,  0  reader!  this  deed  did  not  pass  unavenged, 
as  shall  hereafter  be  made  evident.    Glenn-da-loch  was  also  then 

*  Marched  a pa inst  Ath-cliath."  A.D.        *  The  great  tree  of  Magk  Adair, 

980.    A  groat  army  was  led  by  Macl-  It  was  called  in  Irish  "  Bile  Maighe 

sechlainn,  Kin£  of  Ireland. and  Eocaidh,  Adhair"  (Billeh  Move  Ire),     It  was 

son  of  Ardgar,  King  of  Ulidia.  against  under  this  tree  that  the  kings  of  Tho- 

tho  foreigners  of  Ath-cliath.      They  mond  were  inaugurated.    MoghAdhar 

laid  siege  to  them  for  three  days  and  is  now  called  Moyre,  and  is  situated  in 

three  nights,  and  carried  thence' all  ihe  the  townland  of  Toonagh,  parish  of 

hostages  of  Ireland,  among  whom  was  Gloney,  and  barony  of  Upper  TuHa,  in 

Domnall  Claen,  King  of  Leinstcr.  Two  the  county  of  Clare.  In  A.  D.  980,  "Dal 

thousand    was  the  number  of  these  g-Cais  was  plundered   by  Maebech- 

hostages,  besides  jewels,  goods  and  the  lainn,  and  the  Tree  of  Aenach  Maigbe 

freedom  of  the  Ui  Xeill  from  the  Sin-  Adair  was  cut  after  being  dag  Croat 

aimi  to  the  sea  from  tribute  or  taxa-  the  earth  with  its  roots." — FourMoMten. 

tion.    It  was  then  that  Maelsechlainn  Maelsechlainn  gave  another  defeat  to 

himself  issued  his  famous  proclamation,  the  Dal  g-Cais  at  Fordroma,  where  ht 

in  whirl)  lie  said,  '  Let  every  one  of  slew  seven  hundred  of  their  warriors, 

the  Gaeidhil  who  is  now  in  servitude  In   A.  D.  994,  he  pillaged  Oraond, 

ami  bondage  in  the  territories  of  tho  burned  Aenach  Tete,  now  Neoagh, 

strangers  return  to  his  own  land  in  and  routed  before  him  Brian  and  the 

gladness  and   peace.'     This  was  the  mcu  of  Munstcr.    It  would  appear  that 

Babylonian  captivity  of  the  Irish,  until  the  rival  kings  hod  made  peace  soon 

they  were  released  by  Maelsechlainn.  after  this,  for  in  A.  D.  997  wc  find  they 

It  was.  indeed,  next  to  the  captivity  of  had  joined  their  forces,  "  to  the  joy  of 

hell."—  Fmtr  Mastrx.  the  men  of  Ireland ;"  when  MadsecV 

"  Amine  bht  son  of  Sitnc.     He  was  lainn,  with  the  men  of  Heath,  and  as» 

expelled  from  Dublin,  or  Ath-cliath,  Brian,  with  those  of  Muneter,  marched 

after  the  battle  of  Temhair,  and  died  to  Ath-cliath,  and  compelled  the  I* 
next 
after 


u 


annals  of  a  Danish  chieftain  being  a  allied  kings  at  Glenn  llama,  tber 

Christian.     Warn  thinks  the    Danes  defeated  in  tho  great  battle  of  that 

of  Dublin  embraced  the  Christian  rcli-  place,  which  has    been   prenatorelf 

gion  in  the  year  930."—  (/Donovan.  inserted  under  the  reign  of  Coqgal  III 
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^hindered"  by  the  three  sons  of  Kerball,  son  of  Lorean ;  but  im- 
mediately after  the  whole  three  were  killed  on  the  same  night, 
\ty  the  miracles  of  St  Caeimghin,  who  was  held  in  reverence  at 
that  place. 

*  It  was  about  this  time  that  Mor,M  daughter  of  Donncadh,  son 
of  Kellach,  Queen  of  Ireland,  died.  Then,  also,  died  Erard,  son 
<j£  Coisi,11  Primate  of  Ireland.  Domnach  Padraig  was  plundered" 
soon  after  by  the  Lochlannaigh  of  Dublin,  and  by  Murkertaoh 
O'Congalaign ;  but  God  wreaked  vengeance  upon  them  for  the 
deed,  for  death  came  upon  them  before  the  end  of  that  very 
month. 

It  was  now  that  Maelsechlainn  forcibly  carried  off  a  collar  or 
ring  of  gold"  from  a  chieftain  of  the  Northmen,  who  was  called 
Tomar;*4  from  another  of  their  chieftains,  named  Carlus,"  he 
carried  off  a  sword. 

Dethronement  of  Maelsechlainn,  A.  D.  1002. 

At  length  the  nobles  of  Leth  Mogha,  and  the  majority  of  those 
of  Connaught,  considered  that  it  was  Brian,  son  of  Kenneidi, 
that  bore  the  labor  and  trouble  of  expelling  the  Lochlannaigh 
from  the  country,  whilst  Maelsechlainn,  who  was  then  King  of 
Ireland,  was  delivering  himself  up  to  luxury,**  effeminacy  and 
course  of  action  that  was  by  no  means  conducive  towards 


•  Glenn-da-loch    plundered.      This  having  taken  their  stronghold,  he  ear- 
took  place  in  A.  D.  982.  ried  off  the  collar  or  nog  of  Tomar,  and 

•  Mot.    She  died  in  A.  D.  985.  the  sword  of  Cartas. 

••  Erard  Mac  CoisL  He  was  not  n  Collar  of  gold.  Moore  has  founded 
Primate  of  Ard  Macha,  but  Chief  his  ballad,  '•  Let  Erin  remember  the 
Poet  of  Ireland.  He  died  in  A.  D.  990.  days  of  old,"  npon  this  entry. 
Keating  has  already  made  a  similar  mis-  M  Tomar.  "There  was  no  Tomar 
take  with  regard  to  Kinaeth  O'h-Arta-  in  Malachy  (Maelsechlainn  Il.'s)  time, 
gain,  led  astray  apparently  by  the  and  (he  chain  or  ring  referred  to  was 
accidental  resemblance  there  is  in  sound  certainly  preserved  at  Dublin  as  an 
between  the  Gaelic  word  primh-fhaidh  heirloom  by  the  Danish  kings  of  Dub- 
fa  chief  poet),  and  primhaidk  (a  pri-  lin,  the  descendants  of  Tomar,  or  Tom- 
mate),  which  is  corrupted  Latin — both  rair,  the  Earl,  tanist  of  the  King  of 
being  sounded  somewhat  like  prcevawh.  Lochlain,  who  was  killed  at  Sciath 
Another  chief  poet  of  this  name,  some  Nechtain,  near  Castíedermot,  in  the 
of  whose  compositions  still  survive,  year  947." — O1  Donovan. 
died  in  1023.  M  Carlus.  It  would  appear  that  the 

"  Domnach  Padraig  plundered.  This  sword  of  Carlus  was  another  heirloom, 

happened  in  A.  D.  994.    The  same  Carlus,  whose  sword  was  now  carried 

church  had  been  plundered  by  the  Loch-  away  by  Maelsechlainn,  was  son  of 

lannaigh  two  years  previously.    It  is  Amfaffl.  (Amlacibh),  King  of  Dublin, 

now  called  Donaghpatrick,  and  lies  in  who  was  killed  at  Kill  Ua  n-Daighre, 

Meath.    It  was  probably  in  revenge  in  A.  D.  866. 

for  this    outrage  that  Maelsechlainn  w  Luxury,  fyc.    "  This  is  all  provin- 

again   chastised    the  Danes  of  Ath-  cial  fabrication,  for  Maelsechlainn  had 

cSath  within  that  very  year,  when,  the   Danes  of  Dublin,    Meath,   and 
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ridding  the  nation  of  its  enemies.  For  this  reason,  Brian  took 
counsel  with  the  nobles  who  sided  with  him,  and  the  measure  on 
which  they  determined  was  to  send  an  embassy  to  the  monarchy 
with  instructions  to  inform  him  that  it  was  not  just  that  any  man 
should  hold  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  except  one  who  would 
toil  strenuously  in  banishing  the  foreign  enemies  from  the  land;  and 
to  tell  him  likewise,  that  it  had  now  become  the  right  of  Brian  to 
assume  the  sovereign  power,  inasmuch  as  the  entire  labor  of  their 
expulsion  had  fallen  upon  him,  and,  also,  inasmuch  as  it  was  he 
that  had  delivered  the  country  from  the  oppressions  of  the 
pirates.  They  demanded  of  him,  moreover,  to  grant  a  personal 
conference  to  Brian,  upon  the  nlain  Magh-da-caemhog.  But  to 
none  of  these  proposals  would  Maelsechlainn  consent. 

Brian  then  called  together  a  general  gathering  and  muster  of 
all  the  nobles  of  Leth  Mogha,  both  Gaels  and  Northmen  ;  for  all 
the  Northmen,  that  dwelt  in  Leth  Mogha,  were  at  that  time  held 
in  subjection  by  Brian.  With  these  lie  marched  to  Temhair" 
of  the  Kings,  and  thence  he  sent  another  embassy  to  Mael- 
sechlainn,  demanding  of  that  monarch,  cither  to  send  him  hostages 
as  a  token  of  submission  to  himself  as  his  sovereign,  or  else  to 
meet  him  in  arms  on  the  battle  field.  He  left  the  choice  of 
either  of  these  conditions  to  Maelsechlainn.  The  latter  replied  to 
the  embassadors,  by  saying  that  if  Brian  would  grant  him  a  re- 
spite of  one  month,  in  order  that  he  might  have  time  to  summon 
around  him  the  army  of  Leth  Cuinn,  that  he  would,  at  the  end 
of  the  period,  either  give  battle  or  send  hostages  to  the  King  of 
Leth  Mogha.  He  also  desired  the.  embassadors  to  request  of  his 
rival  not  to  devastate  or  pillage  Mcath  for  that  month,  because 
he  would  submit,  if  he  could  not  fight,  as  soon  as  he  had  received 

I  id ns tor  completely    mastered,  until  Brian's  designs  were  then  baffled,  as  ii 

Brian,  whose  daughter  was  married  to  Been  by  the  following  entry  :"A  rmt 

Sitrie.  Danish  king  of  Dublin,  joined  hosting  by  Brian,  son  of  KenneiaSgk, 

the  Danes  against  him.    Never  was  with  the  chiefs  and  forces  of  South 

then4  a  character  bo  historically  ma-  Con  naught,  Osraide,  and  Lranster,  and 

limned,  as  that  of  Maelsechlainn  ÍI.,  by  with  the  foreigners  of  Atb-cliath,  to 

the  Minister  fabricators  of  history;  proceed  to  Tcmhair.    Bat  the  foreign» 

but  Mr.  Moore,  by  the  aid  of  authen-  ers  set  out  before  them  with  a  pjaad- 

tic  Irish  annals,  has  laudably  endeo-  ering   party   of  cavalrr  into  Magk 

vored  to  clear  his  character  from  the  Breagh.  where  Maelsechlainn  opposed 

stains  with  which  their  prejudices  and  them ;  and  a  spirited  battle  was  foognt 

calumnies  have  attempt*]  to  imbue  between  them,  in  which  the  fore 

it." — (yjhmf.van's  Notes  In  the  Four  were  defeated,  and  only  a  few  of 

Musters.  cscA|>cd.     Brian  then   proceeded 

"  Marched  to  Temluiir.     The  first  Fcrta  Neirohidh  in  Magh  Breagh,  1 

hostile  attempt  made  by  Brian  against  returned  thence  without  battle, 

the  monarch,  took  place  the  year  after  out  burning.    This  was  the  first 

the  great  victory,  which  their  united  ing  of  Brian  and  the  Ctamangh 

arms  hod  achieved  at  Glenn  Mama,  against  Maelsechlainn." — Famr. 
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er  from  Leth  Cuinn.  "  IF  that  be  ho,"  said  Brian,  "  I  gkvkt 
the  respite  which  lie  requires." 

sreupon  the  measure  determined  upon  by  Maelsechlainn  was 
iputo  Gilla-Comgaill,"  in  place  of  bis  owíi  Ollaiiili,"  1«  Ai  d!i 
till,  King  of  Ailecb,  to  Eocaidh,  son  of  Ardgal,  King  of 
ia,  and  to  Catbal  O'Cnncobair,  King  of  Connaugiit,  ivquost- 
<f  these  princes  to  march  without  delay,  and  join  him  giving 
e  to  Brian  and  the  Dal  g-Cais;  and  he  likewise  seat  them 
:  by  this  ambassador,  that  lie  should  himself  deliver  up  host- 

and  make  his  submission  to  Brian,  for  he  was  not  strong 
gh  to  meet  him  in,  battle,  unless  they  would  all  coine  with 
iccoTd  to  defend  the  free  royalty  of  Temhair,  which  their 
had  now  held  for  so  long  a  period  ;  "And,  in  truth,"  said 

it  will  be  no  greater  shame  for  myself  personally  to  refuse 
ht  in  the  defense  of  Temhair,  than  it  will  be  for  the  whole 
rf  Niall  and  for  all  the  host  of  Leth  Cuinn," 
IhvComgaill  then  proceeded  on  bis  embassy,  bearing  this 
igefrom  the  monarch  to  the  nobles  of  the  race  of  Conn.     To 

he  made  known  the  object  of  bis  mission ;  but  the  follow- 
as  the  reply  which  he  received  from  Aedh  O'Neill:  "When- 
1  said  he,  "  Temhair  happened  to  be  possessed  by  the  KineJ 
in,  they  were  themselves  wont  to  defend  its  rights,  and 
it  no  other  aid  ;  therefore,  let  him,  who  holds  it  now,  stand 
mself  and  light  for  its  freedom  as  best  he  may."  He  said, 
>ver,  that  he  would  not  draw  down  the  hostility  of  the  Dal 
i  upon  himself  by  fighting  in  defense  of  the  sovereignty 
rther  man. 

la-Comgaill  then  returned  to  Mailseeblainn,  to  whom  be 
ired  the  answer,  which  Aedh  O'Neill  had  made  to  his 
st.  Having  heard  it,  the  monarch  went  himself  to  visit 
irince,  whom  he  personally  besought  to  come  to  his  aid  in 
r  battle  to  Brian  and  the  Dal  g-Cais,  and  he  addressed  him 

iUa-Comgaill.     This  was  Gilla-  who  was  slain  in  A.D.  1022;  Dora- 

ill  Ua  Sleibhin,  who  died  chief  uall  in  A.  D.  1168,  4c. 
f  Ireland  in  A.D.  1031.     He         ■  In  place  of  his  men  Ullamh.     It 

í  ancestor  of  tho  sept  of  O'Slei-  would   appear  from   this,  that  Gilla- 

r  O'Sleibhin,  now   represented  Comgall  was  not,  then,  actually  the 

CTSlevms  and  Slevms of  Ulster,  monarch's  own   Ollamh.     The  reason 

,  the  founder  of  this  family,  was  for  selecting  him  for  the  mission  to 

id  from  Feidlimidh,  fourth  son  Aedh  O'Neill  was  probably  because 

;an,  son  of  Niall  of  the   Nine  it  was  thought  that  he  would  have  the 

ve.     The   clan  was  originally  more  influence  with  the  Kiael  Eogain, 

west    of    Lough    Foylc,    but  from  the  fact  of  his  being  of  that  race 

after  times  driven  thence  by  himself.     The   speech   delivered    br 

X   Of  Conall  Gulban.     There  Gilla  Comgall  on  this  occasion  is  still 

Ycroldisthij^iished  poets  of  this  extant  in  the  Irish  work   called  the 

sach  as  Muredach  O'Sleibhin,  Cogadk  yall  re  Qaedhalaibk. 
'oet  of  the   North  of  Ireland, 
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in  these  words :  "  If  thou  wilt  not  fight  in  defence  of  Temhair  for 
my  sake,  defend  it  for  thine  own,  and  I  shall  give  thee  hostages, 
as  sureties  for  my  leaving  thee  in  the  quiet  possession  thereof; 
for  I  prefer  that  tliou  shouldst  hold  it,  rather  than  Brian."   Upon 
this,  Aedh  called  together  a  general  convention  of  the  tribe  of 
the  Kind  Eogain,  and  acquainted  them  both  with  the  personal 
visit  of  Maclsechlainn,  and  with  the  offers  made  to  himself  in  case 
he  should  march  to  aid  him  in  his  war  with  Brian  and  the  Dal 
g-Cais.     To  him  the  Kind  Eogain  made  answer,  and  unanimously 
declared  that  the  promise  of  Maclsechlainn  was  nothing  mo:* 
than  a  treacherous  lure ;  "  For,"  said  they,  "  he  knows  well  tha 
he  is  himself  an  older  and  a  more  powerful  man  than  thou 
and   that,   consequently,  thou  couldst  not  strive  to  wrest 
sovereignty  of  Ireland  out  of  his  hands  during  his  lifetime;  of" 
this  he  is  satisfied,  however  desirous  he  may  be  at  present  to  geft 
us  and  thee  to  help  him  in  his  contest  with  the  Dal  jr-Cai&*'r 
Notwithstanding  this  general  declaration,  Aedh  requested  of  his 
tribesmen  to  form  a  secret  council  amongst  themselves,  and  there, 
both  to  enter  into  a  serious  consideration  of  the  proposals  of  the 
monarch,  and  to  prepare  a  suitable  reply  thereto;  "In  order  that*" 
said  he,  "  this  visit  of  Maclsechlainn  to  us  may  not  result  in  our 
having  let  the  sovereign  power  slip  through  our  hands."    The 
Kind  Eogain  then  took  private  counsel  together  thereupon. 
And  it  was  their  opinion,  that  it  was  likely  that  very  many  of 
them  would  never  return  from  the  war,  in  ease  they  Bnould  no*, 
march  against  the  Dal  g-Cais.     For  which  reason,  they  dedared, 
that  it  was  meet,  that  they  should  first  acquire  an  inheiitanoeibr 
their  children  after  them.     "  Because,"  said  they,  "it  is  idle  to 
expect,  that  any  possessions  or  any  wealth  will  ever  come  to 
them  from  our  return  to  our  homes,  if  wo  once  march  against 
that  tribe,  namely,  the  Dal-g-Cais,  whose  warriors  are  the  naid* 
iest  and  the  bravest  upon  all  battle-fields.    Their  race  has  never 
yet  fled  beibre  the  Lochlannaigh ;  and  it  is  as  certain  that  it  will 
not  now  flee  beibre  us."     Upon  these  grounds,  they  came  to  the 
determination  of  demanding  from  Maclsechlainn  the  one  half  of 
Meath,100  together  with  the  district  around  Temhair  for  a 


"■*  One  Iialf  of  Menth.    At  the  first  lessen  either  tho  wealth  or  the  politico 

glance,  this  would  seem  a  much  less  importance  of  the  Clann  Oobnain.  He 

grunt,  than  that  of  the  crown  of  Ire-  knew  also  that  Brian  would   ncrer 

land.  Tt  was,  however,  a  much  greater ;  come  to  settle  his  Dalcassions  in  MctU. 

for  by  doing  so.  Maelsechlainu  would  He,  therefore,  made  choice  of  tile  ml 

have  destroyed  the  power  and  strength  est  as  well  as  the  most  patriotic  come 

of  his  tribe,  who  were  then  the  posses-  that  could,  under  such  difficulties,  be 

sore  of  Mcath,  and  would  rob  his  own  adopted.     Throughout  the  whole  of 

kinsmen  of   their   inheritance.     His  these    proceedings,   tho    oflndael  of 

yielding  up  of  the  crown  was  more  a  Maclsechlainn  is  generous  and  hM- 

personal  sacrifice;  and  did  not  much  minded;  that  of  Aedh  O'Neill  e*dttt 
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son  for  themselves  and  their  posterity  after  them,  as  the  reward 
of  their  going  with  him  upon  the  present  expedition.  This  re- 
solve was  forthwith  made  known  to  the  monarch,  who  was 
seized  with  great  anger  thereat,  and  forthwith  returned  home, 
exceedingly  indignant  and  dissatisfied  at  the  result  of  his  visit 

Upon  his  return  home,  he  called  around  him  an  assembly  of 
the  Clann  Colmain  and  made  known  to  them  the  reply  of  Aedh 
O'Neill  and  the  Kinel  Eogain ;  and  when  his  tribesmen  had  heard 
it,  they  came  tó  the  resolution  of  having  Maelsechlainn  set  out 
at  once,  at  his  own  risk,  and  visit  Brian  unconditionally  at  his  camp 
at  Temhair,  where  the  latter  had  now  been  staying  for  one 
month,  during  which  time  his  army  had  been  supported  by  the 
men  of  Meath.  Maelsechlainn  therefore  went  to  Temhair,  es- 
corted by  twelve  score  of  horsemen*  Thus  accompanied,  he 
«arrived  upon  the  green  of  Temhair,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
residence  of  Brian  without  either  surety  or  safeguard.  He 
there  acquainted  his  rival  with  all  bis  proceedings  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  He  said  that  he  would  have  given  him  battle,  had 
he  been  in  a  position  to  fight ;  but,  as  he  was  not  in  such  a  posi- 
tion, that  he  had  now  come  to  give  hostages  and  to  submit 
When  Brian  had  heard  him,  he  said,  "  As  thou  hast  oome  thus 
to  my  dwelling,  without  surety  or  safeguard  from  me,  I  now 
«ant  thee  a  further  respite  of  one  year,  during  which  time  I 
shall  'demand  neither  homage  nor  hostages  at  thy  hands.  And 
in  the  meantime  I  shall  pay  a  personal  visit  to  those  northern 
folk  both  Aedh  O'Neill  and  Eocaidh,  son  of  Ardgal,  king  of 
Uliaia,  in  order  that  I  mav  learn  what  kind  of  answer  they  will 
make  to  me.  And  then,  snould  they  give  me  battle,  thou  mayest 
help  them  against  me,  if  thou  wilt."  But  here  Maelsechlainn 
declared,  that  he  would  not  fight  against  him  after  any  such 
manner.  However,  he  told  Brian  that  he  would  not  advise  him  to 
march  northwards  just  then  ;  and  said,  that  it  was  now  better  for 
him  to  return  to  his  own  home  until  another  time.  ll  For,"  said 
he,  "  it  is  enough  that  thou  hast  received  my  submission,  as  the 
result  of  thy  present  expedition."  Thev  finally  agreed  upon 
this,  and  the  Dal  g-Cais  were  well  pleased  thereat,  for  thev  nad 
almost  consumed  all  their  provisions  for  the  campaign.  Then, 
as  he  was  about  to  march  homewards,  Brian  presented  twelve 
score  of  steeds1  to  Maelsechlainn,  together  with  a  large  quantity 
of  gold  and  silver,  which  was  to  be  distributed  amongst  his 
people. 

rest  of  the  race  of  Conn,  unchivalrous,  lord-paramount.    For  the  gifts  or  sti- 

selfish,  and  wily.  pends  which  the  superior  Irish  chief- 

1  Twelve  Score  Steeds.    These  were  tains  were  wont  to  give  to  their  feud- 

given  to  Maelsechlainn,  as  a  stipend,  atories,  see  The  Book  of  Rights* 
by  Brian,  who  had  now  become  his 

36 
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Afterwards,  when  one  year  had  passed  by,  Brian  called  to- 
gether a  general  muster  of  the  whole  force  of  Leth  Mogha,  both 
Gallic  and  Gaelic.     There  came  thither  the  Lochlannaigh*  of 
Ath-cliath,   Port-Largi,   Loch  Carman,  and  Corcach,   together 
with  those  that  dwelt  in  Ui  Eachach  Mumhan,  Corca  Luighe 
and  Ui  Kcnnselaigh.    With  this  host,  Brian  marched  to  Ath- 
hiain,3  where  the  nobles  of  Gonnaught  gave  him  hostages  as 
pledges  of  their  submission  to  him  as  their  Ard-righ.     He  sent 
an  embassy  thence  to  Maelsechlainn,  requesting  of  him  to  send. 
his  hostages  thither  likewise.     Upon  receiving  this  message 
Maelsechlainn  came  and  delivered  up  his  hostages  and  made  hist 
submission  in  person.     Thereupon, .  Brian    mustered  the  full 
strength  of  the  men  of  Munster,  Connaught,  Leinster,  and  Meath^ 
and  therewith  marched  to  Dun  Delgain,  where  he  received  tho 
hostages  and  submission  of  all  Ulidia. 

It  was  thus  that  Brian  Borhoina  acquired  the  sovereignty  of 
Ireland.     He  did  not  acquire  it  by  treason,  as  some  will  have  it. 
but  by  the  bravery  and  hardihooa  of  his  deeds  of  arms1  and  by 
his  chivalrous  valor.     For  it  was  not  the  usage  of  the  Gaels. 
that  son  should  succeed  to  father  in  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland 
as  is  evident  from  what  has  been  stated  hitherto  in  this  book: 
but  the  sovereign  power  fell  to  the  share  of  whatever  man  was 
most  distinguished  for  his  personal  worth,  and  for  the  greatness 
of  his  actions.    And  therefore  did  the  nobles  of  Ireland  select 
Brian  Boromha  as  the  sovereign  ruler  of  their  country,  because 
he  was  the  man,  who  was  most  distinguished  for  worth  and  great- 
ness4 amongst  the  Irishmen  of  his  own  day.    And  those  or  tbe 

*  Lochlannaigh.  "  Since  Brian  had  hostages."  But  be  did  not  receive  hosV 
conceived  the  ambitious  project  of  de-  ages  from  either  Ulidia  or  the  North- 
posing  Maelsechlainn,  he  invariably  cm  Ui  Neill  within  that  year.  For, 
joined  the  Danes  against  him,  and  this  when,  haringjoined  his  fore»  to  tho» 
is  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  subjuga-  of  Maelsechlainn.  he  had  marched  to 
tion  of  tho  Panes  was  not  Brian's  chief  Dun  Delgain,  or  Dundalk,  he  was  there 
object.  The  Munster  writers,  with  a  met  by  the  Ulidians,  the  KinelEogaia. 
view  of  exonerating  Brian  from  the  Kinel  Conaill,  and  OirghiaUa,  voder 
odium  of  usurpation,  have  asserted  Aedh  O'Neill  and  Eooaidh,  son  of 
that,  previously  to  his  first  attack,  he  Ardgar,  who  did  not  allow  him  to  ad- 
had  been  solicited  by  the  king  and  vance  further,  but  u  they  separated  hi 
the  chieftains  of  Connaught  to  depose  peace  without  hostages  or  boor/. 
Maelsechlainn  and  become  monarch  spoils  or  pledges." — Set  Four  Jfaslcn. 
himself ;  but  no  authority  for  this  as-  *  Worth  and  Grtatneu.  He  wa* 
sertion  is  found  in  any  of  our  authentic  certainly  the  ablest  and  most  wiHl—ftl 
Irish  Annals."—  ()' Donovan's  Notes  to  warrior  amongst  the  Irishmen  of  hi» 
the  Four  Masters.  day,  and  perhaps  the  most  clever  state*- 

'  Ath-iuain ;  now  Athlone.    Brian  man,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  is 

marched  thither  in  A.  D.  1001, "  when,  greatness  of  soul  and  real 

having  weakened  the  southern  Ui  Neill  he  was  not  inferior  to 
and  the  Connaughtmcn,  he  took  their 
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nobility  who  did  not  willingly  consent  to  his  assumption  of  the 
sojal  dignity,  were  forced  to  yield  him  homage  against  their 

It  was  after  this  manner  that  Maelsechlainn  was  compelled  to 
lesign  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  and  to  deliver  it  over  to 
Brian. 

BRIAN  BOBOMHA,'  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  1002.  Brian  Boromha,  son  of  Kenneidi,  son  of  Lorcan, 
son  of  Lactna,  son  of  Core,  son  of  Anluan,  son  of  Mathgamain, 
son  of  Tordelbach,  son  of  Cathal,  son  of  Aedh  Caemh,  son  of 
Conall,  son  of  Eocaidh  BaUderg,  son  of  Carthann  Finn,  son  of 
Blod,  son  of  Cas,  son  of  Conall  of  the  Fleet  Steeds,  son  of  Lu- 
gaidh  Menn,  son  of  Aengus  Tirech,  son  of  Fer-corb,  son  of 
Mogh-corb,  son  of  Cormac  Cas,  son  of  Olild  Olum,  of  the  line  of 
Eber,'  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for  twelve  years.    Be- 

*  Boromha;   I.  e.  of  the  tribute,  paternal  ancestor  of  Brian  holding  the 

According  to  some  authorities,  he  re-  sovereignty  of  all  Ireland. ,  For  this 

cehred  the  surname  Boromha  (Bono),  latter  reason,  some  hare  styled  him  a 

otherwise  written  Boroimhe  (Borivvic),  usurper,  and  such  he  would  probably 

from  his  having  revived  the  Boromha  be  according  to  modern  ideas,  ana 

Ijdgfaen,  L  e.  the  Tribute  of  Leinster,  more  particularly  according  to  English 

which  we  have  seen  abolished  during  law.    But  that  he  was  no  usurper  ao- 

tte  reign  of  Finnacta  EL,  A.  D.  674-  cording  to  any  law  of  the  Gaels,  will 

604.  be  evident  to  any  one,  who  will  take 

1 *  Of  the  line  of  Eber.    No  prince  the  trouble  of  examining  their  instito- 

of  this  line  had  been  universally  ac-  tions :  for  his  descent  from  the  royal 

knowledgcd  as  monarch  of  Ireland  since  stock/through  a  long  line  of  disti nguish- 

the  time  of  Crimthann  Mor,  son  of  ed  chiefs,  was  so  clear,  that  his  ene- 

Fidach.  who  ruled  Ireland  from  A.D.  raics  dare  not  contest  it  in  his  day. 

366  to  A.D.  379.     However,  the  claim  This,  and  the  support  of  the  majority 

of  the  descendants  of  the  eldest  branch  of  the  Gaelic  nation,  was  the  only  valid 

of  the  children  of  Milcdh  to  Irish  mon-  right  to  the  Irish  throne.    It  is  certain 

archy  had,  during    that    time,  been  that  Brian  had  the  latter ;  wherefore, 

maintained  by  several  Eberiau  chief-  whatever    objection    may   be    urged 

tains,  such  as  Core,  son  of  Lugaidh ;  against  the  policy  or  the  patriotism  of 

Aengus,  son  of  Nadfraech ;  Cathal,  son  his  deposition  of  Maelsechlainn,  no  ob- 

of  Fmguini ;  Feidlimidh,  son  of  Crim-  jection  can  be  urged  against  the  legiti- 

thann  (styled  king  of  Ireland  by  some  macy  of  his  right  to  throne.    His  pro- 

foreigu  writers) ;  and  Cormac,  son  of  vincial  rivals,  the  chiefs  of  the  Eogan- 

Culinnan,  &c.,  all  of  whom,  at  some  achta,  had  raised  no  objection  on  the 

time,  either  demanded  or  forced  the  grounds  of  prescriptive  right,  cither  to 

king  of  Temhair  to  give  them  hostages,  his  own  or  to  his  brother  Matbgamain's 

It  is  true,  that  these  were  all  of  the  title   to  the  sovereignty  of  Munster, 

Eoganachta  or  Engenian  branch  of  the  from  which,  with  the  single  exception 

line  of  Eber,  and  that  in  Brian's  pedi»  of  Lorcan,  son  of  Lactna,  theDalcassi- 

gree  we  have  to  go  back  to  Duach  an  family  had  been  excluded  during  the 

Dalta  Dcgadh,  son  of  Carbri,  who  was  reigns  of  more  than  forty  provincial 

monarch  some  time  previous  to  the  kings.    Neither  did  the  sons  of  his 

Christian  era,  before  we  find  any  direct  brother  Mathgamain  object  to  his  right 
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binn,  daughter  of  Arcadh,  son  of  Murcadli,  king  of  West  Con- 
naught,  was  the  mother  of  Brian.     The  following  was  the  de- 
scent of  Bebinn:    Kianog,  daughter  of  Kiacaran,  one  of  th& 
Connaughtmen,  bore  a  son  and  a  daughter  to  a  Leinster  chief- 
tain, named  Criachan,  througli  the  prayers  of  the  abbot  Carcll» 
and  his  seven  hundred  monks,  who  had  joined  him  in  making- 
supplication  to  God,  whom  they  besought  to  grant  a  progeny  to 
the  above-named  married  pair,  for  they  had  remained  barren 
for  a  long  time.     And  God  heard  the  prayers  of  Carell  and  his 
community,  and  Kianog  bore  a  son  and  a  daughter  to  her  hus- 
band Criachan.    The  son  they  called  Maelmithidh,  and  Osna 
was  the  name  of  the  daughter.     This  daughter  was  afterward* 
married  to  Arcadh,  son  of  Murcadb,  son  of  Maenach,  king  of 
the  West  of  Connaught,  and  to  him  she  bore  Bebinn,  who  was 
the  mother  of  Brian  Boromha. 

It  is  from  a  brother  of  Eocaidh  Bal-derg,  son  of  Carthann  Finn, 
who  has  been  mentioned  above,  that  tne  sept  of  O'h-Ikedha7 
(O'Heekee),  has  sprung;  to  wit,  from  Fergal,  son  of  Carthann 
Finn;  for  Ikidh,  from  whom  the  sept  has  its  name,  was  the 
son  of  Makin,  son  of  Artgal,  son  of  Cuilen,  son  of  Urthal,  son 
of  Donngal,  son  of  Acluan,  son  of  Fergal,  son  of  Carthann 
Finn. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  Brian  Boromha  that  the  following  event 
took  place.  For  it  was  then  that  Sitric,  son  of  Amlaeibh,  set 
out  in  his  fleet  on  a  predatory  expedition  to  Ulster,  where  he 
plundered  Kill  Clcthi8  and  Inis  Cumsgraigh,  whence  he  brought 
off  many  captives  and  much  treasure.  Soon  after  this,  Naenv 
han?'  son  of  Maelkiarain,  Chief  Artificer  of  Ireland,  died.    Brian 

to  the  chieftaincy  of  the  Dal  g-Cais  on  has  not  deemed  it  right  to  omit  any 

the  grounds  that  he  was  the  youngest  notice,  made  in  any  of  his  origmak,  w» 

son  of  his  father  Kenneidi.     Brian,  lative  to  any  sept  of  the  Gaefi. 
then,  was  no  usurper;  and  it  is  some-       *  Kill-Cldhi;  now  Kildief  a  the 

whot  strange  that  some  moderns,  im~  barony  of  Lecale,  comity  Down,  but 

bued  with  English  ideas,  will  brand  Cumsgraigh—  It  is  now  caDed  Isfnsh 

him  with  an  epithet  which  his  eotem-  courccy,  a  peninsula  formed  by  the 

porary  rivals  (who  should  know  the  western  branch  of  Loch  Gnu,  new 

matter  best)  did  not  affix  to  his  name.  Saul  in  the  same  comity.   Sitric  phn- 

For  the  names  of  the  chiefs  that  in-  dered  these  places  in  A.  D.  1001. 
tervened    between    Olild    Olam   and        •  Naemkan.    He  died  in  A.  D.  1003.  — 

Duach,  monarch  of  Ireland,  sec  the  In  this  year  the  Ui  Neill  of  the 

pedigree  of  MacCarthaicrh,  Part  IT.  had  not  yet  submitted  to  Brian. 

'  O'h-Ikalha;  in  English,  O'Hickey,  our  annals  tell  as  that  Mffthyff 

or  simply  Ilickcy.    This  sept  wo*  a  and  he  then  led  an  army  into  N< 

branch  of  the  Claim  Coilcin,  of  which  Connaught,  as  far  as  Traigh  Eotl 

the  Macnamaras  were   chiefs.     The  near  Ballysadare,  for  the  purpose 

above  entry,  which  seems  rather  mis-  making  the  circuit  of  Ireland,  bmt  tl 

placed  here,  is  not  found  in  all  the  were  there  stopped  by  the  Ui  New* 

copies  of  Keating.     But  the  editor  the  North.     In  this 
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soon  marched  with  a  numerous  army  into  the  territories  of  the 
3tinel  Ebgain  in  Ulster.  He  proceeded  thence  into  Meath,  and 
stayed  for  one  night  at  Talti.  From  the  latter  place,  he  marched 
to  Aid  Macha,  where  he  remained  for  a  week,  and  where  he  laid 
twenty  ounces  of  cold  upon  the  altar  of  the  primatial  church. 
Be  next  visited  the  territories  of  the  Dal  Araide*  so  .that  he 
had  now  received  hostages  and  pledges  of  peace  from  the  entire 
principality  of  Ulidia,  Soon  after,  ne  led  another  great  army 
into  Tír  Eogain  and  Tir  Conaill,  from  which  territories  he  car- 
lied  away  very  many  captives  as  securities  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Maelruanaidh,u  son  of  Ardgal, 
King  of  Ulidia,  was  slain.  Soon  after  died  Clothna,11  son  of 
Aengus,  chief  poet  of  Ireland,  and,  likewise,  Cathal,18  son  of  Con- 
oobar,  who  had  been  King  of  Connaught  for  twenty  years,  when 
he  died  at  Irrus  Domnan. 

After  these  events,  Murcadh,  son  of  Brian,  with  the  men  of 
Munster  and  Leinster ;  and  some  of  the  Ui  Neill  of  the  north, 
around  Flathbertach,  son  of  Muredach,14  attended  by  a  band  of 
warlike  youths ;  made  a  predatory  expedition  into  the  territory 
of  the  Kinel  Luighdech"  {Kirmaite  Lueeagh),  which  he  despoiled, 
and  devastated. 

ltagfct  the  battle  of  Craebh  Tulcha,  of  Domnall,  his  slayer  and  successor, 

in  Antrim,  between  the  Kinel  Eogain  was  himself  slain  very  soon  after,  by 

sad  the  Ulidians,  in  which  fellEocaidb,  Dubthuni,  called  Tore,  in  the  middle 

son  of  Ardgal,  or  Ardgar,  king  of  of  Dnn-da-leth-gias,  "in  violation  of 

Ulidia,  and  nambers  of  his  people,  the  guarantees  of  the  saints  of  Ireland.'* 

His  opponent,  Aedh  O'Neill,  king  of  By  this  murder  Tore  became  King  of 

Ailech,  and  heir-apparent  to  the  Irish  Ulidia,  but  Muredach,  son  of  Madadan, 

monarchy,  fell  there  likewise.  slew  him  immediately  after,  in  revenge 

"  Dal    Araide.     "A.  D.  1004.    A  for  his  father,  "through  the  miracles 

hosting  by  Brian,  son  of  Kenneidigh,  of  God  and  St.  Patrick."    Thus  was 

with  the  men  of  the  south  of  Ireland,  the  sovereignty  of  Ulidia  seized  by 

into  Kinel  Eogain  and  Ulidia,  to  de-  four  princes  in  one  year, 

mand  hostages.  They  marched  through  n  Clothna.    He  died  in  A.  D.  1008. 

Meath,  and  remained  a  night  at  Talti ;  "  Cathal,  son  of  Conccbar.    lie  was 

thence  they  marched  northwards,  and  grandson  of  Tadg  of  the  Tower,  and 

remained  a"  week  at  Ard  Macha,  where  died  in  A.  D.  1009. 

Brian  left  twenty  ounces  of  gold  upon  M  Son  of  Muredach.     The  reading 

the  altar.    After  that,  they  went  into  should  be,  son  of  Murkertach.    "A.D. 

the    territories    of    the    Dal- Araide,  1011,    Murcadh,  son  of  Brian,  with 

whence  they  carried  off  pledges  bcth  the  men  of  Munster  and  Leinster,  and 

of  that  tribe  and  the  Dal  Fiatach." —  the  Ui  Neill  of  the  south,  together  with 

Four  Masters.    It  does  not  appear  by  Flathbertach,  son  of  Murkertach,  lord 

any  authentic  annals  that  Brian  had  of  Ailech,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  north, 

received  the  submission  of  the  northern  invaded  Kinel  Luighdech,  whence  they 

Ui  Neill  upon  this  occasion.  carried  off  three  hundred  persons,  and 

■  Maelruanaidh.    He  was  slain   in  a  great  prey  of  cattle." — Four  Masters. 

A.  D.   1005.    He  had  then  reigned  *  Kind  'Luighdech.    This  was  the 

two  and  a  half  years.    Madadan,  son  tribe-name  of  the  section  of  the  Kinel 
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At  this  time  an  army  was  also  led  by  Brian,  son  of  KenneidL, 
to  Magli  Corrann,  whence  lie  led  off  Maelruanaidh  O'Mael  - 
doraidh,18  King  of  Kinel  Conaill,  in  captivity  to  Kenn-coradh  . 

Soon  after,  the  principality  of  Leinster  was  plundered  arj<3 
burned  by  Murcliadh,  son  of  Brian,  as  far  as  Kill  Maighnenn,n 
and  thence  to  Glcnn-da-loeli. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  Lochlannaigh.  arrived  in  Man* 
ster  with  a  great  fleet,  on  which  occasion  they  plundered  and 
burned  Corcach ;  but  God  took  vengeance  upon  them  for  that 
deed,  for  Amlaeibh,  son  of  Sitric,  King  of  Lochlainn,  and  Math- 
gainain,  son  of  Dubgall,  son  of  Amlaeibh,  were  shortly  after 
treacherously  slain  by  Cathal,  son  of  Domnall,18  son  of  Dnbda- 
boirenn.     After  this,  the  Lochlannaigh  and  the  Leinstermen 

Conaill  that  afterwards  assumed  the        "  Kill  Maigknenn;  now  Killinainhu. 

surnames  of  O'Dochartaigh,  O'Dom-  near  Dublin.     Murcadh's  invasion  of 

naill  and  O'Bnighill — in  English,  O'-  Leinster  is  recorded  under  the  year 

Doherty,  O'Donuell  and  0  Boyle.  They  1012.    It  seems  to  have  been  aide  in 

took  their  tribe-name  from  Lugaidh,  consequence  of  a  war  which  Us  ally 

son  of  iScdna.  son  of  Fergus  Kenu-fada,  Maclsechlainn,  now  King  of  Meath, 

son  of   Conall  Gulban,  the  common  was  then  waging  against  the  Lemster- 

ancesto?  of  all  the  Kind  Conaill.    The  men  and  the  Danes,  in  which  he  had 

first  mention  of  the  surname  O'Donnell  been  defeated.    Both  events  are  thai 

occurs  in  this  year,  namely,  Maelru-  recorded  by  the  Four  Masters:  ** A.  D. 

anaidh    O'Domnaill,    chief "  of   Kind  1012.    Great  forces  were  led  by  Mael- 

liuighdech,  who  was  then  slain  by  the  sechlainn  into  the  territory  of  the  Jbr- 

men  of  Magh  Itha.    The  territory  of  cigncrs,  and  be  burned  their  country  as 

the  Kinel  Luighdech  extended  from' the  far  as  Kdar,  (now  Howth) ;  bat  Sitric 

stream  of  Dobhar  to  the  river  Suillighe,  and  Maclmorda  overtook  one  of  his 

now,  anglice,  the  S  willy,  in  the  present  preying  parties,  and  slew  two  handled 

county  of  Donegal.  of  them,  amongst  whom  were  Flaaa» 

M    O'Maeltloraidh.     At  this  time,  Maclsechloinn's   son,   Lorcan,  son  of 

and  until  after  the  English  invasion,  Echtighern,  lord  of  Kind  Meachair. 

the   family    O'Maeldoraidh   (O'Mail-  and  numbers  of  others.  Iliii  was  the 

dory),  and  that  of  O'Canannain  were  defeat  of  Draighnen"  (now  Driaao.eo. 

the  ruling  races  of  the  whole  of  the  Dublin).    After  this,  they  record  the 

Kinel  Conaill.     The  O'Donuclls  and  plundering  of  Leinster  by  Mureadh. 

their  correlatives  were  then  but  chiefs  "whence  he  carried  off  great  spoib 

of  the  Kinel  Luigdcch,  mentioned  in  the  and  innumerable  captives. 
last  note.  Doth  the  former  families  lost        "  Cathal,   ton  of   Domnatt.     Hit 

their  preeminence  on  the  rise  of  the  0'-  father,  Domnall,  was  then  king  of  the 

Donnelly  in  t he  1 1th  and  1 2th  centuries.  Ui  Eachach-Mumhan,  whose  territorial 

The  name  O'Maeldoraidh  is  supposed  bordered  upon  Corcach,  or  Cork.  Its 

to  be  extinct,  hut  a  branch  of  the  sept  O'Donoghoos,  or  O'Dooohoes  of  Kerry, 

still  exists  under  the  name  of  Mac  arc  descended  and  derive  their  aaaae 

(J illu-Fiimen,  sometimes  anglicized  Gil-  (in  Irish  O'Zbnnchadha),  tram 

finnen,  but  ol'tener  Leonard.    The  lino  cadh,  brother  of  this  CathaL 

of  Mac  Gilla-Finncn  has  been  traced  son  of  Maelmuaidh,  chief  of  i 

down  to  John  Mac  Gilla-Finncu,  who  branch  of  the  same  sept»  was  at  this 

lived  about  A.  J>.  1G12.    Dr.  G'Douo-  time  King  of  Desmond.    The  abore- 

van  informs  us  that »•  the  present  reprc-  mentioned  burning  of  Cork  took  plaot 

sentative  of  this  family,  which  is  oue  of  in  A.  D.  1012. 
the  most  royal  in  Ireland,  is  unknown." 
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invaded  Meath,  where  they  plundered  Termonn  Fechin*  and 
whence  they  carried  off  great  numbers  of  captives ;  but  for  this, 
also,  God  wreaked  speedy  vengeance  upon  them,  as  is  evident 
from  what  we  have  already  related  of  that  destructive  invasion, 
which  Murcadh,  son  of  Brian,  made  into  Leinster,  when  he  de- 
stroyed the  territories  of  the  Leinstermen  and  the  Lochlannaigh, 
after  the  manner  which  we  have  mentioned. 

The  Benefits  conferred  upon  Ireland  by  Brian  Boromha. 

With  respect  to  Brian,  son  of  Kenneidi,  numerous,  indeed, 
were  the  benefits  which  he  conferred  upon  Ireland,  according  to 
what  we  read  in  our  historic  books.  Here  follows  a  brief  sum* 
maiy  of  some  of  these  benefits : 

First  of  all  he  built  churches,  and  delivered  up  his  own  pro- 
per temple  to  each  clergyman,  according  to  his  ecclesiastical 
rank,  and  to  his  right  thereto.  He  next  built  and  organized 
public  schools  for  thepurpose  of  giving  instruction  in  letters  and 
the  other  sciences.  He  likewise  gave  either  books,  or  the  price 
of  books  to  those  who  could  not  afford  to  buy  them,  and  who 
were  determined  to  devote  themselves  to  the  pursuit  of  litera- 
ture. 

To  his  lords  and  territorial  princes  he  granted  freedom  from 
oppression ;  and  he  bestowed  upon  the  Gaels  all  the  wealth  of 
much  he  had  deprived  the  Lochlannaigh ;  and  he  released  all 
his  countrymen  from  every  vestige  of  foreign  slavery.  Besides 
this,  it  was  not  to  his  own  tribesmen  that  he  gave  those  territo- 
ries from  which  he  had  expelled  the  foreigners  by  the  power  of 
his  arms,  but  he  restored  them  to  whatever  Irish  tribe  such  ter- 
ritory had  originally  and  rightfully  belonged. 

It  was  also  Brian  that  first  instituted  specific  surnames" 
amongst  the  men  of  Ireland,  so  that  the  members  of  one  family 
or  sept,  might  be  thereby  distinguished  from  those  of  another. 

19  Termon  Fechin,  i.  e.,  the  sacred  true,  sprung  into  existence  since  the 

ground,  or  the  sanctuary  of  St  Fechin.  days  of  Brian ;  but  they  appear  to 

It  is  now  Termon-fecken,  in  the  barony  have  grown  out  of  the  necessity,  or  the 

of  Ferrard,  county  Louth.     The  in-  fashion  of  the  times  rather  tnan  any 

cursion  in  which  Termon  Fechin  was  pre-arranged  plan.  Some  family  names, 

plundered  took  place  a  short  time  be-  as  O'Maelsechlain^O'Neill,  O'Maeldor- 

fore  the  battle  of  Clontarf,  and  in  it  aidh,  O'Canannain,  &c.,  existed  before 

the  foreigners  carried  off  many  cap-  his  time.    And  many  others,  such  as 

tives.  those  of  his  own  descendants,  O'Briain, 

*  Surnames.  The  attributing  of  the  and  Mac  Mathgamna,  did  not  come 

institution  of  surnames   to  Brian,  is  into   general    use    until    long  after; 

somewhat  hazarded.    It  is  not  likely  neither  did  he  himself  adopt  any  sur- 

that  they  were  ever  established  by  any  name  but  that  of  MacOenneidigh,  i.  e., 

regular  enactment  or  decree.    Most  of  son  of  Kenneidi  or  Cenneidigh,who  was 

the  Irish  family  surnames  have,  it  is  his  own  father — a  thing  that  was  the 
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Moreover,  it  was  Brian  that  built  the  temple  of  Kill-da-luadh," 
and  the  temple  of  Inis  Keltrach,  and  that  repaired  the  belfry  of 
Tuaim  Grem.M    Many  bridges,  causeways,  and  great  roads,  were 
constructed  by  him  likewise.    He  erected,  or  reconstructed,  nu- 
merous duns  and  insulated  fortresses.M    By  him  were  fortified. 
Cashel  of  the  Kings,  and  Kenn-abradh,  Inis  Locha  Ke,  Inis  Lochnw 
Goir,  Dun  Eochair  Maighe,  Dun  Iasg,  Dun  Tri  Iiag,  Dun  Grotty 
and   Dun  Ani  Cliach,  Inis-an-Ghoill-Duibh,  Inis  Locha  Saigh— 
lenn,  Kos-na-righ,  Kenn-coradh  of  the  Boromha,  and  the  other 
royal  fortresses  of  Munster. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  Brian,  that  a  lone  woman  had  travelled 
from  Tonn  Clidna14  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  to  Torach,  in  the 
north  thereof,  bearing  in  her  hand  a  wand,  upon  which  there 
was  a  ring  of  gold ;  and  that  no  man  was  found  hardy  enough 
either  to  rob,  or  insult  her  during  her  journey,  so  severe  was  tie 
justice  with  which  Brian  ruled  Ireland.     It  was  on  this  subject 
that  the  bard  composed  the  following  verse : 

44  From  Tor  to  lovely  Clidna's  wave, 
With  rings  of  gold  upon  her  wand, 
Whilst  Brian  reigned,  severe  and  just, 
One  woman13  lono  through  Eri  roamed." 

Ireland  was  indeed  prosperous,  wealthy  and  peaceable,  during 
the  twelve  years  that  this  monarch  reigned;  in  testimony 
whereof  a  bard  has  sung  the  following  verse : 

"  A  raven  of  the  sea  was  he ;  his  might  like  whelming  flood ; 
On  manv-colored  Banha's  isle,  his  glory  flashed  like  fire. 
He  banished  sadness  from  his  land ;  he  quelled  all  wrath  and  gnfle ; 
And  Eri  saw  twelve  happy  years,  while  conquering  Brian 


usage  amongst  the  Irish  from  the  earl-  which  arc  unknown,  and 

iest  time.    It  was  but  by  degrees  that  pointed  out. 

Mac,  a  son,  and  0  or  Ua,  a  grandson,  M  Tonn  Clidna;  i.  e.,  the  wave  of 

lost  their  primary  significations  in  Irish  Clidna  (Cleena),  in  Glandore  Harbor. 

proper  names,  and  came  to  signify  any  Torach,  otherwise  called  Toraidh  and 

descendant  Tor-inis,  and  now  known  as  Tory  IaV 

*  Kill-da-luadh ;   now   Killaloe,  in  and,  lies  off  the  north-west  coast  of 

the  county  of  Clare.    The  church  built  Donegal. 

here  by  Brian,  exists  still.     Inis  Kct-  *  One  woman.    Upon  this  tradition 

track,  is  an  island  situated  in  Lough  Moore  has  founded  his  ballad  of M  RMn 

Derg,  in  the  Shannon.  and  rare  were  the  gems  she  wore.'* 

B  Tuaim   Grini ;  now  Tomgrany,  In  Dermod  O'Connor's  iTmnsktion, 

co.  Clare.  there  is  here  inserted  a  list  of  the 

9  Fortress**.    The  situations  of  all  various  tributes  received  by  Brian  from 

the  fortresses  here  mentioned,  are  still  his  subject  princes.    Bat  the  fwesait 

known,  with  the  exception  of  Inis-an-  translator  has  not  found  it  in  sat  nan* 

Goill-Duibh,  i.  e.,  the  Isle  of  the  Block  uscript  copy  of  Keating,  avmOaole  to 

Stronger,  and  Inis  Locha  Saighlenn,  him.     Ue  therefore  omita  it»  ss  h» 
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The  batik  of  Cluain  Tarbh,  (Clooin  Tarve),  and  its  immediate 

cause. 

A.  D.  1014.  When  Brian  had  been  thus  fiilly  established  in 
the  sovereignty,  and  whilst  he  was  dwelling  in  peace  and  happi- 
ness at  Kenn-coradh,  he  requested  of  the  kipg  of  Leinster, 
namely,  of  Maelmorda,*son  of  Murcadh,  to  send  him  three  masts 
of  excellent  timber  from  the  forest  of  Fidh  Gaibli.17  These  mast 
were  accordingly  felled  by  the  king  of  Leiuster,  and  he  set  out 
therewith  for  Kenn-coradh,M  where  Brian  was  then  abiding. 
One  of  these  masts  he  requested  tjae  Ui  Falghi*  to  carry ;  another 
was  carried  by  the  Ui  Faelain ;  and  the  third  by  the  Ui  Muredaigh. 
But  an  altercation  for  precedency  arose  between  these  tribes,  as 
they  were  approaching  a  morass,  that  lay  in  the  forest  where  the 
masts  had  been  cut ;  and  thereupon  the  King  of  Leinster  himself 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  one,  which  was  borne  by  the  Ui  Faelain, 
whilst  he  wore  a  satin  mantle,  adorned  with  a  border  of  golden 
tissue  and  fastened  with  a  silver  clasp,  wherewith  Brian  had  pre- 
sented him  a  short  time  previously.  He  then  exerted  himself 
so  violently  in  urging  on  the  mast,  that  this  clasp  was  torn  off 
from  his  mantle.  Thus  did  the  king  of  Leinster  arrive  at  Kenn- 
ooradh ;  and  there  he  took  off  his  mantle  and  gave  it  to  his  sister 
Gormflaith,**  (Oormla\  who  was  the  wife  of  Brian,  requesting  of 
her  to  refix  the  clasp  thereon.  The  queen  thereupon  took  the 
mantle  into  her  hands,  but  she  immediately  flung  it  into  a  fire 
that  burned  before  her,  and  commenced  forthwith  to  revile  her 
brother  for  remaining  the  vassal  of  any  man  upon  earth.     "A 

Í laces  little  faith  in  its  being  genuine.  "  Kenn-Coradh;  i.  e.,  the  head  of 
\>r  a  correct  list  of  the  tributes  which  the  Weir.  It  te  anglicized  Kincora. 
the  kings  of  Munster  received,  when  It  was  the  name  of  a  hill  in  the  town 
monarchs  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  when  of  Killaloc,  where  the  Kings  of  Tho- 
merely  rulers  of  their  own  province,  be  mond  bad  a  palace.  It  extended  from 
refers  the  reader  to  the  Ltabhar  na  g-  the  present  Catholic  church  to  the 
Ceart,  or  Book  of  Rights,  and  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  over  the  bridge ;  but 
notes  thereunto  annexed,  as  edited  by  no  vestige  of  it  now  remains, 
the  learned  Dr.  O'Donovan,  for  the  w  UiTFalghi.  Afterwards  known  as 
Celtic  Society.  O'Connors  Faly  and  their  correlatives. 
"  Mnclmorda.  This  prince,  although  The  Ui  Muredaigh  were  the  tribe  of 
Btyled  Mac  Mureadha,  i.  c.,  son  of  Mur-  which  O'Tuathail  or  O'Toole  was  the 
cadh,  was  not  the  ancestor  of  the  fam-  chief  sept.  The  Ui  Faelain  was  the 
ily  of  Mac  Murrough,  afterwards  kings  tribe  to  which  Maclmorda  himself  bo- 
ot' Leinster.  But  he  was  the  father  of  longed.  The  O'Brainns  or  0 'Byrnes, 
Brann,  the  ancestor  from  whom  the  0'  were  its  chieftains  in  after  times. 
Byrnes  of  Leinster,  have  taken  their  M  Gormflaith.  She  was  daughter  of 
surname.  Murcadh,  son  of  Finn.  She  had  been 
9  Fidh  Gaibli.  A  famous  wood  previously  the  wife  of  Amlaeibh,  king 
along  the  river  Figile,  in  the  parish  of  of  the  Danes  of  Dublin  ;  and  at  some 
Cloonsast,  barony  of  Coolestown,  and  period  the  wife  of  Maelsechlainn. 
in  Kings  county. 
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and  that  of  the  Loehlannaigh.  From  this  arose  the  battle  which 
was  contested  at  Cluain  Tarbh.  But  there  remained  no  longer 
alive  in  Ireland  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Lochlannaigh  to  con- 
tend with  Brian  in  a  pitched  battle ;  for  he  had  only  allowed  a  few 
of  that  nation  to  hold  a  mercantile  possession  of  Áth-cliath,  Loch 
Carman,  Port  Largi,  Corcach,  and  Luimnech,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country.  There&re  did 
the  king  of  Leinster  and  those  foreigners,  who  still  remained,  send 
ambassadors  to  the  king  of  Lochlainn,  beseeching  him  to  send  a 
strong  force  to  their  aid,  in  order  that  they  mignt  thus  be  ren- 
dered able  to  engage  Brian  in  battle  at  Cluain  Tarbh,  upon  Magh 
n-Elta.  When  this  embassy  had  reached  the  king  of  Lochlainn, 
he  sent  his  two  sons,  namely,  Carlus  Cnutus,  and  Andreas,  to- 
gether with  a  force  of  twelve  thousand  men,n  to  assist  the  king 
of  Leinster  and  the  Irish  Lochlannaigh  in  the  approaching  con- 
test When  this  host  had  landed  at  Ath-cliath,  Maelmorda  bid 
defiance  to  Brian,  and  challenged  him  to  meet  him  in  battle  upon 
Ohiain  Tarbh. 

To  return  to  Brian,  son  of  Kenneidi,  king  of  Ireland ;  that 
monarch  having  called  together  the  strength  of  Munster  and 
Gonnaught,  marched  therewith  to  Ath-cliatn,  in  order  to  give 
battle  to  his  enemies  on  the  appointed  field.  In  his  army 
marched  the  Children  of  Fiacaidn  MaeiMethan,*1  with  all  the 
branching  septs  of  that  stock — a  host  both  numerous  and  impos- 
ing. 

*  Twelve  thousand  men.  There  is  Ehigenians,  the  ruling  race  of  Desmond, 
little  reason  to  suspect  that  this  num-  or  Booth  Minister.  They  constituted 
ber  is  exaggerated.  "  Not  only  from  the  bulk  of  the  second  division  of  Bri- 
Scotland,  the  Orkneys  and  Hebrides,  an's  army  at  Clontarf.  Their  com- 
tbe  Isle  of  Man  and  the  isles  of  Shetland,  mander  was  the  monarch's  son-in-law,the 
did  they  muster  together  all  the  dispos-  king  of  Desmond,  namely,  Kian,  son  of 
able  strength  of  their  fellow  Northmen,  Maelmuaidh,  son  of  Brann,  (ancestor 
but  even  to  Denmark.  Norway,  and  of  theO'Mahonies),  who  is  said  by  our 
other  parts  of  Scandinavia,  messengers  historians  to  have  "  exceeded  in  stature 
were  sent  to  solicit  immediate  succors ;  and  beauty  all  other  Irishmen  ;"  with 
and  such  were  the  accounts  circulated  him  were  Domnall,  son  of  Dubdaboi- 
by  them  of  their  prospects  of  success,  renn,  chief  of  the  Ui  Eaclrech,  (anccs*- 
that — as  a  French  chronicler  of  that  tor  of  the  ODonoghoos ) ;  Murker- 
age  states — a  large  fleet  full  of  north-  tach,  son  of  Amncadn,  chief  of  the  Ui 
era  adventurers,  were  induced  by  these  Iiathain  (the  O  Lehans  or  O'Lyons,  and 
representations  to  crowd  to  the  Irish  the  Orh-Anmcadhas)Sgannlan,  son  of 
shores,  bringing  with  them  their  wives  Cathal,  chief  of  the  Eoganacht  of  Loch 
and  children,  and  hoping  to  share,  as  Lein  (of  this  tribe  the  O'Moriarties  and 
he  adds,  in  the  conquest  and  enjoyment  O'Carrolls  of  Kerry,  were  the  chief 
of  a  country  "  which  contained  twelve  families,  the  latter  were  the  immediate 
cities,  most  ample  bishopricks,  and  descendants  of  Sgannlan) ;  loingsech, 
abundant  wealth." — Moore's  History  of  son  of  Dunking,  chief  of  Ui  Conaill 
Ireland.  Gabra,  (i.  e.,  the  O'Kinealies,  the 
»  The  Children  of  Fiacaidh  MaeiU  O'Cuilieans,  or  Collins,  and  their  cor- 
&t/iaii.-- These  were  the  Eoganachta  or  relatives);     Cathal,    son     of    Don» 
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There  went  thither  moreover,  the  children  of  Kenn^di,**  son  of 
Lorcan,  namely :  Annluan  Lactna,  Cosgarach,  Senchan,  Ogan, 
Maelruanaidh  and  Angidh ;  and  Murcadh,  son  of  Brian,  with 
his  son  Tordelbach,  ana  with  his  five  brothers,  namely :  Tadg, 
Donncadh,  Domnall,  Concobar,  and  Flann;  and  thither  went 
likewise,  the  children  of  Donncuan,  son  of  Kenneidi,  namely: 
Lonnargan,  Keilichar,  Kenneidi,  Fingalach,  and  Innractach  and 
Eocaidh,  son  of  Innracfcich,  with  Dubghen,  son  of  Eocaidh,  and 
Beolan ;  and  all  of  their  kinsfolk  and  dependents  that  followed 
these  chieftains. 

Thither  marched  likewise,  a  large  host  of  the  men  of  Con- 
naught,"  around  Tadg,  son  of  Murcadh  CKellaigh,  king  of  tTi 
Mara ;  and  around  Maelruanaidh  na-Paidre41  O  h-Eidin,  Tring  of 
^Aidni,  and  besides  these,  there  came  a  great  number  of  the  otner 
nobles  of  Connaught  through  love  of  their  relative,  Brian,  whose 
mother,  Bebinn,  was  a  Connaught  woman.  In  addition  to  these, 
Maelsechlainn,  son  of  Domnall,  king  of  Meath,  marched  thither, 
leading  the  entire  strength  of  his  kingdom  to  the  aid  of  Brian. 

Then,  when  the  adverse  hosts  had  arrived  thus  constituted  upon 
Magh  n-Elta,"  they  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array,4*  each  host 

ma ;  the  Kinel  Fermaic,  or  Claim  Aen-  Munster  tribes  also,  are  recorded  as 

raa  Kenn  Athrach,  commanded  by  having  fought  in  this  division.    They 

Maelmedaand  Kellach ;  and  the  Olann  were  the  men  of  Core»  Baskin,  under 

Domain,  or  race  of  Aengus  Kenn-  its  chieftain  Domnall,  son  of  Diarmaid, 

atino,  not   mentioned  by  this  name,  (ancestor  of  the  ODonnells  of  Glare ;) 

though  one  of  its  chiefs,  Niall,  son  of  the  people  of  Musgraide  Bréogain,  now 

Coon,  (the  ancestor  of  O'Quinn),  fell  at  Clan  William,  in   Tipporary,  under 

Clontarf,  fighting  by  the  side  of  Mar-  Markertach,  son  of  Core  (ancestor  of 

cadh,  son  of  Brian,  whose  henchman  he  the  O'Quirks) ;  the  men  of  Ui  Cua- 

then  was.    The  name  of  Clann  Ifer-  nach,  (now  Coonagh,  co.  of  Limerick,) 

nain  has  been  preserved  in  that  of  O'h-  under  Aedh,  son  of  Lochlainn  ;  the  men 

Ifernain,  now  generally  called  Heffer-  of  Musgraide  h-Aeda,  near  the  source 

nan.  of  the  Blackwater,  co.  Cork,  under 

"  Children  of  Kenneidi,  ^c.     These  Echtigherna,  son  of  Donnagan,  (ances- 

were  the  members  of  Brian's  imraedi-  tor  of  the  0  Donnagans). 
ate  family.    Many  of  them  were  found-        **  Na  Paidre  ;  i.  e.,  of  the  Praver. 
era  of  Irish  septs,  to  which  they  left        n  Magh  n-Elta.    Clontarf  lay  m  the 

their  names,  such  as  Senchan,  of  the  0  famous  plain  called  by  this  name. 
Shannahans.  of  North  Munster ;  Ogan,        a  The  battle  array,  Ifc.    The  army 

of  the  O'Hogans ;    Kenneidi,  of  the  of  the  Lochlannaigh  and  Leinstermen, 

O'Kennedies  of  Orniond ;  Lonnargan  was  also  drawn  up  in  three  divisions  or 

of  the  O'Lonnergans ;  Kelichar  of  the  columns.    The  first  of  these  is  describ- 

O'Kellehers ;   Maelruanaidh,  of  the  0'  ed  as  consisting  of  the  Danes  of  Dub- 

Murronies ;  Beolan,  of  the  O'Bolans ;  lin,  or  Ath-cliath,  under  the  command 

Innrachtach,  of  the  Mac  Innrachtaigh,  of  Dolat  and  Conmael ;  and  of  a  por- 

or  Mac  Enrights. — See  Pedigree  of  tion  of  their  foreign  auxiliaries,  under 

O'Briain,  Part  II.  the  Norwegian  princes,  Carol  and  An- 

*  Vie  Men  of  Connaught     They  rud,  (Carlus  and  Andreas) ;  amongst 

formed  the  bulk  of  the  third  division  the  latter  were  1,000  clad  from  head  to 

of  the  Irish  army  at  Clontarf.    Some  foot  in  iron  mail.    This  division  was 
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fell  the  greater  part  of  his  nobles,  and  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred of  the  men  of  Leinster. 

On  the  other  side  fell  Murcadh,"  son  of  Brian,  heir  apparent 
to  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  around  whom  were  slain  the  greater 
part  of  the  nooles  of  Munster  and  Connaught,  together  with  four 
thousand  of  his  people.  .       / 

It  happened  also,  that  a  body  of  Lochlannaigh,  in  fleeing  at 
random  from  the  carnage,  came  upon  the  royal  pavilion,  ana  re- 
cognized Brian  therein;  upon  which,  Brodar,  who  was  the  cup- 
tain  of  this  band,  attacked  and  slew  the  monarch  in  his  tent40 
He  was,  nevertheless,  slain  himself  at  the  same  time,  by  Brian 
and  his  attendants. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  some  more  of  Brian's  people, 
who  were  slain  in  that  battle,  to  wit :  Tordelbach,  son  of  Mur- 
cadh,60  son  of  Brian ;  Conaing,  son  of  Donncuan,  son  of  Kennei- 
digh ;  Molta,  son  of  Domnall,  son  of  Faelan,  king  of  the  Desi 
Mumhan ;  and  Eocaidh,  son  of  Dunadach,  chieftain  of  Glann 
Sganlain,  with  Niall  Ua  Cuinn,  and  Cuduligh,  son  of  Kennei- 
digh,  these  were  the  three  companions  of  Brian ;  and  Tadg  Ua 
Kellaigh,"  king  of  Ui  Mani ;  Maelruanaidh  na  Paidré  O  h-Eidin, 

Leinstermen  along  with  them."  Neither  haying  joined  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
O'Morda,  chief  ofLeighis,  nor  O'Nolan,  — and  was  kneeling,  with  hand  up- 
chief  of  Fotharta,  fought  against  Brian  raised  and  his  mind  on  prayer  intent, 
on  this  occasion.  Taking  Advantage  of  the  moment, 

•  Murcadh.  He  fell  by  the  Danish  Brnadar  rushed  into  the  tent,  and,  after 
chief  Anrud,  whose  brother  he  had  just  a  short  straggle,  put  the  aged  monarch 
slain,  and  who  had  sought  him  out  for  and  a  boy,  who  was  in  attendance  upon 
vengeance.  "  On  seeing  him  approach,  him,  to  death.  Then,  unable  to  restrain 
the  Irish  hero  rushed  forward  to  meet  his  triumph,  he  held  up  liis  blade,  still 
him,  and  seizing  him  firmly  with  his  left  warm  from  the  royal  victim's  heart, 
hand — the  right  having  been  enfeebled  and  cried  out,  "  Let  it  be  proclaimed 
by  the  constant  use  of  his  weapon —  from  man  to  man,  that  Brian  has  fallen 
tshook  him  fairly  out  of  his  coat  of  mail  by  the  hand  of  Bruadar." — Id. 

and  there  transfixed  him  with  his  sword.  *°  Tordelbadi,  son  of  Murcadh.  "  Tor- 

The  Norwegian,  however,  in  dying,  delbach,  the  king's  grandchild,  then 

had  his  full  revenge ;  for  as  the  con-  but  fifteen  years  old,  was  found  drown- 

qucror  stooped   down  over    him,  he  ed  near  the  fishing  weir  of  Clontarf, 

drew  forth  tne  knife  or  dagger,  which  with  both  his  hands  fast  bound  in  the 

hung  by  Murrough's  (Murcadh's)  side,  hair  of  a  Dane  whom  he  had  pursued 

and   plunged    it   into    his   heart." —  into  the  sea." — Annals  of  Clonmacnoise. 

Moore.  u  Tadg  Ua  Kellaigh.    He  was  the 

*  Slew  tlic  monarch  in  his  tent.  "  It  first  that  was  called  Ua  Ccllaigh  or 
was  in  the  midst  of  the  rout  and  car-  O'Kelly  ;  from  him  all  the  families  of 
nage  of  the  defeat,  that  the  Danish  ad-  the  0  fcellies  of  Ui  Maui,  or  Ily  Many 
miral  Bruadar,  having  fled  for  refuge  in  Galway,  arc  descended.  The  Ui 
with  a  few  followers  into  a  wood,  into  Mani,  afterwards  represented  by  the 
the  neighborhood  of  Brian's  tent,  per-  O'Kcllies,  the  0 'Maddens,  O'Mulallies 
ccived  from  his  lurking  place  that  the  or  Lai  lies  and  others,  suffered  dread- 
monarch  was  surrounded  with  but  few  fully  in  this  battle.  Tadg  Mor  ( Tigue 
attendants — most  of  his  body  guards  More),  their  chief,  performed  prodigies 
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And  his  age  was  eight  years  above  four  score  at  that  time:  as  a 
Iwrd  has  told  us  in  the  following  verse: 

*  Pop  four  soon  yean  and  eight 

S«jht  tnriy  is  their  number  told), 
a  Brian  lived  in  victories, 
Before  that  rough  and  desperate  fight" 

And,  moreover,  Murcadh,  son  of  Brian,  was  three  score  and 
three  years  when  he  fell  in  that  same  battle  of  Cluain  Tarbh. 

The  return  from  the  batik— The  Dal  g-Cais  refect  the  claims  of  the 

Eoganachta. 

At  length,  after  winning  the  battle,01  and  after  the  deaths  of 
Brian  and  Murcadh,  and  very  many  of  the  Gaels  besides  them, 
and  after  the  rout  of  the  Lochlannaigh  and  the  Leinstermen, 
with  the  slaughter  of  the  greater  part  of  their  forces,  the  Dal  g- 
Cais  and  the  tribes  of  Fiacaidh  if  aeil-lethan  marched  together  in 
harmony  as  far  as  Mullach  Masdenn  *    But  here,  the  descend- 

repted.   In  a  copy  of  the  romantic  tale  Thence  it  was  borne  to  Louth,  where 

called  the  Battle  of  Olontarf,  now  in  the  Primate,  Maelmori,  awaited  the 

the  editor's  possession,  the  Terse  gives  royal  remains,  and  had  them  borne  to 

the  date  thus:  the  archiepisoopal  eity.  The  bodies  of 

Murcadh  and  the  other  chiefe  of  the 

-oitbrt  bHaghnft  dfe  ft  detaMa,  femifo  were  borne  thither  at  the  same 

AcumU.guiMftrtU.to.**  tí^    Brian's  body  was  deposited  m 

In  English :  the  north  side  of  the  cathedral,  and 

•*mrt~n  y™  to  •  <*ruinty.  those  of Murcadh  and  the  others,  on 

▲ad  one  thousand  without  fUtebood,  ***  the  south.    There,  for  twelve  nights, 

the  religious  of  the  order  of  St  rat- 

This  has  been  proved  to  be  the  trne  rick  kept  watch  over  the  dead,  chaunt- 

date,  and  is  probably  the  correct  read-  ing  hymns,  and  offering  prayers  for  the 

ing  of  the  verse.     Eeating's  having  repose  of  the   departed   souls. — See 

placed  too  much  reliance  upon  the  one  Mo /re. 

given  in  the  text,  has  probably  helped        w  Mullach  Masdenn.  Now  Mullagh- 

to  cause  him  to  make  so  many  mistakes  mast  in  the  county  of  Kildare.    Donn- 

in  chronology  with  regard  to  Brian  cadh,  son  of  Brian,  was  not  at  the  bat- 

and  his  cotemporaries.  tie,  he  had  been  absent,  with  a  portion 

"  After  winning  the  battle,  tfc.    On  of  the  Dal  g-Cais,  on  a  predatory  into 

the  day  after  the  battle,  all  the  wound-  Leinster,  whence  he  returned  on  Holy 

cd  of  the  Irish  army,  were  conveyed  to  Satuiday  with  immense  booty.  Having 

the  camp  at  Kill  M  aighenn,  now  Kil-  formed  a  junction  with  his  brother  Tadg 

mainham.  by  Tadg,  son  of  Brian,  and  (Teigue),  and  the  Eugenian  chieftain, 

Kian,  son  of  Maelmuaid.     On  the  fol-  kian,  and  having  sent  much  offerings  to 

lowing  day,  the  monks  of  St  Col  urn,  at  the  Archbishop  of  Ard  Macha,  the 

Swords,  came  to  bear  away  the  mon-  camp  at  Kill  mainham  was  broken  up ; 

arch's  body  to  have  it  interred  in  the  ca-  and  the  army  of  Munster  commenced 

thedral  of  Ard  Macha.    From  Swords  its  first  day's  march  homeward,  at  the 

it  was  conveyed  to  the  monastery  of  end  of  which  the  above  mentioned  se» 

St  Kiaran  at  Daimliag,  now  Duleek.  cession  took  place. 

37 
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Upon  this,  when  the  descendants  of  Fiacaidh  MaeiMethan, 
had  seen  the  fortitude  with  which  the  warriors  'of  the  Dal  g-Cais 
—the  wounded  as  well  as  the  uriwounded — were  preparing 
themselves  for  the  conflict,  they  retired  from  the  field®  without 
fighting,  and  returned  to  their  homes,  without  having  received 
hostages  from  the  rivals  of  their  tribe. 


•  They  retired  from  the  field,  tfc  interested  in  his  «access,  had  followed 
Keating  has  both  confounded  what  their  example,  Eian  was  no  longer 
book  place  on  this  occasion  with  what  strong  enough  to  attack  the  Dalcaa- 
toewred  subsequently  in  the  case  of  sians.  After  his  return  to  Bathlenn, 
ths  Omorians,  and  has  not  at  all  stated  he  challenged  Domnall  to  a  battle, 
the  real  cause  of  the  retiring  of  the  which  was  almost  immediately  fought 
Boganachta.  O'Halloran  has  given  a  upon  the  plains  of  Magh  Quiludhe»  In 
rroog  Idea  of  the  immediate  ore-  this  conflict  Kian  and  his  two  brothers, 
iminaries  that  led  to  it;  and  Mr.  Cathal  and  Raghallach,  were  slain, 
Méote  has  been  entirely  misled  as  to  with  great  numbers  of  his  followers. 
J» i  motives  that  actuated  the  chieftain  Mathgamain,  or  Mahon,  the  son  of 
who  brought  it  about  The  following  Kian,  would  then  have  shared  his  fa- 
potation,  translated  from  the  Cath  Clur  ther's  fate,  had  not  his  maternal  uncles, 
ma  Tarbh,  an  ancieut  tale  not  likely  to  Donncadh  and  Tadg,  speedily  led  their 
latter  the  opponents  of  the  sons  of  Dalcassians  to  his  assistance.  Domnall 
Brian,  may  assist  the  reader  in  forming  risked  another  battle  against  Mahon, 
1a  own  judgment  thereon. — "  When  thus  reinforced,  but  he  was  totally  de» 
Doornail,  son  of  Dubdaboirenn,  saw  him  feated,  and  lost  his  eldest  son,  Cáthal, 
Jnm  preparing  to  force  hostages  from  therein.  After  this,  Mathgamain  was 
hb  worn  of  Brian,  he  demanded  of  E  ian,  for  a  short  time  reinstated  in  his  father1* 
ffcat  advantage  would  be  conferred  by  principality.  But  within  the  same 
Jm  latter  chief  upon  himself,  as  the  year,  the  two  Dalcassian  princes  quar- 
mard  of  his  assistance  in  that  attempt,  relied  amongst  themselves,  and  came  to 
[n  reply  to  this  Kian  told  him  that  he  open  hostilities.  Thereupon  Domnall 
ihouid  receive  nothing  more  than  the  a^ain  attacked  their  nephew,  whom  he 
Mssession  of  his  own  lordship  of  Ui  killed  in  a  pitched  battle.  He  then  led 
Sachach,  free  from  tribute.  "  Then  by  the  Koganachta  to  Limerick,  in  the  bo- 
ny word,"  said  Domnall,  "  I  shall  risk  ginning  of  A.  D.  1015 ;  but  he  was 
leither  hurt  nor  hardship  in  winning  a  there  met  in  battle  by  the  sons  of 
©vereignty  for  thee."  "  I  care  little,"  Brian,  then  temporarily  reunited.  In 
«joined  ICian,  "  whether  my  attempt  this  engagement  the  men  of  Desmond 
lave  thy  coasent  or  not,  for  thou  shalt  were  routed  and  cut  to  pieces,  and  Dom- 
>e  forced  to  march  oat  and  assist  me  nail  himself  slain. — It  is  from  the 
o  the  throne."  "  Then  if  we  be  to  Mathgamain,  or  Mahon,  just  mention- 
uffer  compulsion,"  said  Domnall,  seeed-  ed,  that  the  Desmond  sept  of  O'Math- 
ng  from  K  ian.  When  Donncadh,  son  gamna,  in  English,  O'Mahony,  ha3  its 
>f  Brian,  had  learned  that  a  quarrel  be-  name.  It  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
ween  themselves  had  sprung  up  the  Dalcassian  sept  of  Mac  Mathgam- 
mongst  the  chiefs  of  the  race  Kogan  na,  or  Mac  Mahon,  of  Corca  Baskinn, 
£or,  ho  struck  his  camp,  carried  off  and  also  from  that  of  Mac  Mahon  of 
lis  woundeo\men,  and  marched." — Such  Oirghialla. — '«A  sad  tale  was  that," 
rag  the  reason  why  the  Kngeniaas  did  says  Macliag,  the  chief  historian  and 
lot  fight.  When  the  half  of  his  own  chief  physician  and  biographer  of  Brian, 
ept  (for  Domnall  and  he  both  belonged  in  recording  his  death;  "  for  there  was 
o  the  same  branch  of  the  race  of  not  in  Ireland  in  his  own  time,  any 
Cogan,)  had  deserted  him,  and,  very  man  more  distinguished  for  generosity 
ikely,  several  other  southern  septs,  less  and  nobility  than  that  Kian." 
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Donncadh,  then,  again  gave  orders,  that  one  third  of  his  host 
should  be  placed  on  guard  as  a  protection  for  the  wounded,  and 
that  the  other  two  thirds  should  meet  the  expected  battle.  But 
when  the  wounded  men  heard  of  these  orders,  they  sprung  up 
in  such  haste  that  their  wounds  and  sores  burst  open ;  but  they 
bound  them  up  in  moss,  and  grasping  their  lances  and  their 
Swords,  they  came  thus  equipped  into  the  midst  of  their  comrades. 
Here  they  requested  of  Donncadh,  son  of  Brian,  to  send  some 
men  to  the  forest  with  instructions  to  bring  thence  a  number  of 
strong  stakes,  which  they  proposed  to  have  thrust  into  the 
ground,  "  And  to  these  stakes,"  said  they,  "  let  us  be  bound  with 
our  arms  in  our  hands,  and  let  our  sons  and  our  kinsmen  be 
stationed  by  our  sides ;  and  let  two  warriors,  who  are  unwound- 
ad,  be  placed  near  each  one  of  us  wounded,  for  it  is  thus  that  we 
will  help  one  another  with  truer  zeal,  because  shame  will  not  al- 
low the  sound  man  to  leave  his  position  until  his  wounded  and 
bound  comrade  can  leave  it  likewise."  This  request  was  com- 
plied with,  and  the  wounded  men  were  stationed  after  the  man- 
ner which  they  had  pointed  out.  And,  indeed,  that  array  in 
which  the  Dal  g-Cais  were  then  drawn,  was  a  thing  for  the  mind 
to  dwell  upon  in  admiration,  for  it  was  a  great  and  amazing 
wonder/* 

And  the  men  of  Leinster  and  Osraide  were  seized  with  fear 
and  dismay  when  they  saw  the  astounding  courage  wherewith 
the  Dal  g-Cais  stood  up  against  them.  And  what  they  said 
was,  "  It  is  not  of  marching  off  or  of  running  away,  or  of  break- 
ing their  ranks,  or  of  yielding  to  panic,  that  yonder  men  are 
thinking,  but  of  doing  their  utmost  to  defend  themselves  by  mak- 
ing a  firm,  obstinate,  and  hand  to  hand  fight.  For  this  reason, 
we  will  not  now  contend  with  them  in  battle,  for  to  them  life 
and  death  are  alike  indifferent."  Hereupon  the  son  of  Gilla- 
Padraig  spoke  and  said:  "It  is  cowardly  on  your  part  to 
speak  thus ;  for  you  are  numerous  enough  to  eat  up  yonaer  folk 
were  they  but  cooked."  "That  is  true,"  replied  they,  "but it 
is  equally  true,  that  not  one  man  of  them  can  be  slain,  until  five 
or  six  of  us  have  first  fallen  by  his  hands.  And  then  what  ad- 
vantage will  result  to  us  from  dying  in  their  company  ? " 
"Then,"  said  the  son  of  Gilla-Padraig,  "as  you  will  not  give 
them  battle,  you  will  at  least  pursue  and  harass  them  on  their 
homeward  march,  for  they  are  impeded  by  the  number  of  their 
wounded,  and  are,  consequently,  unable  to  contend  with  you 
in  skirmishing."     And  tnis  course    of  action  was  what  was 

•  An  Amazing  Wonder.  For  a  tory  of  Ireland.  He  alludes  to  it  in  his 
more  rationally  told  account  of  this  al-  ballad  of  "  Remember  the  glories  of 
most  fabulous  array,  see  Moore's  Hi$-    Brian  the  brave." 
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of  the  Olatm  Oolmain  had  requested  him  to  giye  tbtm  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  conflict,  he  addressed  them  and  said,  "  That  in  his 
opinion,  he  had  never  witnessed  any  battle  like  unto  that  one; 
for"  said  he,  °  were  one  of  God's  angels  to  come  from  heaven 
to  give  a  description  thereof)  it  would  appear  incredible  even . 
from  him.  During  that  engagement  I  stood  aloof  with  my 
forces  and  remained  a  spectator  of  the  contest,  but  at  no  greater 
distance  than  the  breadth  of  a  single  fallow  field  and  its  hedge. 
And  then,  as  soon  as  the  warriors  had  come  to  close  quarters, 
and  were  fighting  breast  to  breast  and  hand  to  hand,  striking 
and  cutting  at  one  another,  like,  indeed,  unto  that  from  a  crowd- 
ed flock  of  white  gulls,  when  the  summer  tide  is  making  for  the 
land,  was  the  dazzling  glare  of  the  bright  shields,  brandished 
above  the  heads  of  the  combatants.     And  even  if  we  felt  any 

mats  of  the  battle,  as  handed  down  to  son  of  Muredach  Chen,  King  of 
m  m  the  annals  of  the  Four  Masters»  Ejarrmide  Lnachra;  Doornail,  son  of 
aad  the  annate  of  Ulster.  The  follow-  Diarmaid,  Lord  of  Oorca  Baakin; 
ing  is  the  simple  and  unadorned  entry  Sgannlan,  son  of  Catha],  Lord  of  Bo- 
wing the  compilers  of  the  former  have  ganacht  Locha  Lein;  and  Doornail, 
«ade  thereof  j— "A.  D.  1013,(correctly,  son  of  Emhin,  son  of  Oainnech,  Great 
1014.)  An  army  was  led  by  Brian,  Steward  of  Mart,  in  AJba. 
son  of  Kenneidigh,  son  of  Lorcan,  "The  forces  were  afterward  routed 
Kiagof  Ireland,  and  by  Maelaechlainn,  by  dint  of  battling,  bravery  and 
■onof  Domnall,  King  of  Temhair.  The  striking,  by  Maelaechlainn  from  TwV 
foreigneis  of  the  West  of  Europe  as-  cahra  (the  small  river  now  called  the 
sembled  against  Brian,  and  Maelsech-  Tolka,  which  joins  the  sea  at  Gkrotarf;) 
lainn,  and  they  took  with  them  ten  hnn-  to  Ath-chath,  against  the  foreigners 
dred  men  with  coats  of  mail.  A  spirit-  and  the  Leinstermen ;  and  there  fell 
ed,  fierce,  violent,  vengeful  and  furious  Maehnorda,  son  of  Murcadh,  son  of 
battle  was  fought  between  them,  the  Finn,  King  of  Leinatcr,  &c. — (See 
likeness  of  which  was  not  to  be  found  list  already  given) — there  were  also 
in  that  time,  at  Cluain  Tarbh,  on  slain  Dubgall,  son  of*  Amlaeibh 
Friday  before  Easter  precisely.  In  and  GUla-Kiarain,  son  of  Glnniairn, 
this  battle  were  slain  Brian,  son  of  two  tanists  of  the  foreigners ;  Sic- 
Kenneidigb,  monarch  of  Ireland,  who  frith,  son  of  Lodar,  Earl  of  Ins- 
was  the  Augustus  of  all  the  west  of  hrOrc,  (the  Orkneys ;)  Brodar,  chief  of 
Europe,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age ;  the  Danes  of  Denmark,  who  was  the 
Mnrcadh,  son  of  Brian,  royal  heir  of  person  that  slew  Brian.  The  ten  hun- 
Ireland  (Righdamna  Erenn)  in  the  63d  dred  in  armor  were  cut  to  pieces,  and 
year  of  his  age ;  Conaing,  son  of  Don-  at  least  3000  of  the  foreigners  were 
cuan,  son  of  Brian's  brother ;  Tordel-  slain — Maelmuri,  son  of  Eocaidh,  Go- 
bach,  son  of  Murcadh,  son  of  Brian ;  marba  of  St  Patrick,  proceeded  to 
Mothla  (or  Molta,)  son  of  Domnall,  son  Sord  Coluim  Killi,  (Swords,)  with  seni- 
of  Faelan,  Lord  of  the  Desi  Mumhan  ;  ors  and  relics,  and  they  carried  thence 
Eocaidh,  son  of  Dunadach,  i.  e.,  the  the  body  of  Brian,  King  of  Ireland,  and 
Lord  of  Clann  Sgannlain  ;  Niall  Ua  the  body  of  Murcadh,  his  son,  and  the 
Cuinn ;  Cuduiligh,  son  of  Kenneidigh,  head  of  Conaing,  and  the  head  of  Moth- 
the  three  companions  of  Brian ;  Tadg  la.  Maelmuri,  with  his  clergy,  then 
Ua  Kcliaigh,  Lord  of  Ui  Maui ;  Mael-  waked  the  body  with  great  honor  and 
madnaidh  na  Paidré  0  hEidin,  Lord  of  veneration,  and  they  were  interred  in  a 
láidni ;  Gebennach,  son  of  Dubagan,  new  tomb." 
Lord  of  Fera  Maighe;  Mac  Betha, 
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desire  to  help  either  party,  it  was  no  longer  in  our  power  to  in- 
terfere, because  our  spears  and  arms  were  entangled  above  our 
heads  by  the  clotted  hair;  for  the  wind  of  the  spring  had 
borne  down  upon  us  clotted  locks  of  hair,  torn  from  the  heads  and 
beards  of  heroes,  as  they  cut,  and  hacked,  and  slaughtered  one 
another  with  weapons  sharp  and  fleet.  So  that  from  this  cause 
alone,  we  had  much  to  do  in  keeping  the  handles  of  our  spears 
and  battle-axes  clear  of  each  other.  And  we  then  considered  that 
those  actually  engaged  in  the  fight  could  not  have  suffered  more, 
than  the  men  who  had  to  continue  spectators  of  such  a  fight, 
and  keep  themselves  from  running  maa." 

The  reader  must  here  observe  that,  although  Maelsechlainn 
and  the  men  of  Meath,  had  marched  to  the  field  as  part  of  the 
army  of  Brian,  there  was  nevertheless  a  treacherous  plot  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Lochlannaigh,  by  reason  of  which,  he  did 
not  lead  his  men  into  the  line  of  battle  with  the  rest  of  the 
monarch's  forces ;  but  what  he  did  was  to  draw  his  followers 
aside  from  the  fight,  as  had  been  previously  arranged  with  the 
strangers. 

Neither  were  the  Kincl  Eogain  nor  the  Kinel  Conaill  present 
at  that  engagement ;  but  their  absence  was  caused  by  no  fault 
of  theirs,  for  they  had  proffered  to  march  thither,  but  Brian  had 
himself  refused  their  aid,  saying  in  the  greatness  of  his  soul,  that 
as  he  had  gained  all  the  victories  he  had  ever  gained  without  their 
help,  so  should  he  gain  this  one. 

MAELSECnLAINN,  ARD-RIGH. 

A.  D.  1014."  Maelsechlainn,  son  of  Domnall,  resumed  the 
sovereignty  of  Ireland  after  the  death  of  Brian,  and  reigned  for 
nine  years.  It  was  during  this  period  that  the  following  events 
took  place : 

Maelsechlainn,  aided  by  O'Neill  and  O'Maeldoraidh,  led  a 
numerous  force  against  Ath-cliath,  which  he  burned,"  in  spite 
of  the  remnant  of  the  Lochlannaigh,  that  had   survived  the 


M  A.I).  1014-15.    After  the  death  ress.  They  then  marched  into  Hi 

of  his  rival.  Brian,  and  having  com-  seUugh,  and  despoiled  the  whole  tcrrito» 

plctcd  the  victory  of  Clontarf,  Mac]-  rv,  carrving  off  many  thousand  eap- 

sechlainn    regained     the    unopposed  tivcs  and  cattle.    However,  a  party  aT 

possession  of  the  sovereignty  or  Ire-  his    foragers    were    intercepted,  ani 

land.  many  of  them  were  slain.     Maebech 

m  Ath-cliath  burned.    "A.  D.  1015.  lainn  then  returned  into  Leinater,  M- 

An  army  was  led  bv  Maelsechlainn,  lowed  by  O'Neill,  O'Maeldoraidh  and 

O'Neill  ami  O'Maeldoraidh  (the  Princes  O'Ruairc  (Prince  of  Brefhi,)  when  hi 

of  Kinel  Eogain  and  Kinel  Conaill)  to  carried  off  the  hostages  of  Ltiiaw. 

Ath-cliath ;  and  tliey  burned  the  fort-  and  gave  that  principality  to  DOBS' 

ress,  and  all  the  houses  outside  the  fort-  cnan,  son  of  Dunking.    Hence  he  pri 
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daughter  of  their  race  by  Brian,  upon  the  field  of  Cluain  Tarbh. 
Thence  he  marched  against  the  Ui  Kennselaigh,  the  whole  of 
whose  country  he  pillaged  and  burned,  of  whose  people  he  slew 
great  numbers.  After  this,  the  monarch  marched  into  Ulidia," 
whence  he  carried  off  very  many  hostages. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Donnagan,"  King  of  Leinster,  and' 
Tadg  CVRiain,"*  lord  of  Ui  Drona,  with  several  other  noble  per- 
sons, were  slain  in  the  middle  of  Leithglinn  by  Donncadh,  son 
of  Gilla-Padraig.  Maelsechlainn,  King  of  Ireland,  then  made  a 
hosting  into  Osraide,  where  he  slew  Donngal,  son  of  Gilla-Pad- 
raig, son  of  Donncadh,  and  many  other  people  together  with 
him,  and  whence  he  carried  off  immense  spoil  and  great  numbers 
of  captives.  It  was  about  this  time  that  Mac-Liag,"  the  Arch* 
poet  of  Ireland,  died. 

It  was  this  Maelsechlainn,  of  whose  reign  we  are  treating,  that 
founded  the  monastery  of  St  Mary's,  at  Ath-cliath,  about  the 
year  of  one  thousand  and  twenty-two.11    In  the  latter  part  of  his 

eeeded  unto  Osraide,  whence  he  car-  "*  O'Jttom,  now  Ryan.  This  family 

lied  off  innumerable  prey»  and  many  is  still  munerons  in  Idrone  and  throngh- 

nriaooers. — See  Four  Matter*.  oat  Leia«ter,  bat  they  are  to  be  dia- 

•  Ulidia.  Maelsechlainn  received  tinguished  from  the  O'lfaeUriains,  or 
to  hostages  of  Ulidia  in  A.  D.  1016.  O'fiulryans,  now  O'Ryans,  of  Owny 
••Were  any  farther  refutation  of  the  O'Molryan,  in  Tipperary.  Both  are 
oalamny  (against  this  king,)  want-  of  the  race  of  Cathaeir  Mot,  King  of 
fog,  we  should  find  it  in  the  prompt  Ireland,  bat  their  pedigrees  are  difler- 
according  assent  of  the  whole  nation,  ent  The  Ui  Drona  descend  from 
«nd  to  his  immediate  resumption  Drona,  4th  in  descent  from  that  King, 
of  the  supreme  power,  and  the  instant  The  Ui  Maeilriain  spring  from  Fergus, 
yigor  with  which,  on  his  accession,  son  of  Eogan  Goll,  sonor  Nathi,  son  of 
leaving  no  respite  to  the  remnant  of  Crimthan,  son  of  Enna  Kennselach, 
the  Danish  force,  he  attacked  them  in  son  of  Labraidh,  son  of  Bresal  Belach, 
their  head  Quarters,  Dublin,  and  set-  son  of  Fiacaidh  Bacheda,  son  of  Cath- 
ting  fire  to  the  citadel  and  the  houses  aeir  Mor. — O'D. 

around  it,  destroyed  the  greater  part  '•  Mac-Liag.     His  name  was  Mur- 

of  that  city." — Moore,  kertach,  son  of  Cukertach.  He  was  the 

•  Donna gnn.  His  name  was  Donn-  chief  physician  and  secretary  of  Brian 
coan,  not  Donnagan.  He  was  the  Boromha,  of  which  monarch  he  is  said 
king  whom  Maelsechlainn  had  placed  to  have  written  a  life,  which,  accord- 
over  Leinster  a  short  time  previ-  ing  to  Dr.  0' Donovan,  was  extant  in 
oosly.  The  murder  was  perpetrated  MS.  in  the  last  century,  though  no 
at  Leith-glinn,  in  A.  D.  1016.  Tadg  copy  of  it  is  known  to  exist  at  pres- 
Ua  Riain  was  slain  by  the  son  of  Gil-  ent  Ho  died  in  A.  D.  1016.  See  some 
la-Padrai£  upon  the  same  occasion,  extracts  from  his  writings  in  Hardi- 
u  After  they  had  made  friendship,  and  man's  Irish  Minstrelsy. 

taken  a  mutual  oath  in  the  beginning  "    One   thousand    and    twentif-ttoo. 

of  the  day.'      Maelsechlainn  invaded  O'Connor's  translation  has  it  Í045; 

Osraide  within  the    same  year,  and  one  of  the  editor's  MSS.  1034,  and 

avenged  his  murdered  vassal  by  slay-  another  has  the  one  given  above,  which 

ing  Donngal,  the  brother  of  the  treach-  has  been  adopted  as  the  least  objection- 

erons  Donncadh,  and    destroyed  the  able, 
country  as  related  above. 
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life,  this  monarch  had  indeed  become  a  good  and  a  pious  man.11 
When  the  strength  of  Lochlannaigh  had  been  broken  in  the 
battle  of  Cluain  Tarbh,  and  when  they  no  longer  held  any  an* 
thority  in  the  country,  except  the  wardenship  of  some  seaport 
towns,  whence,  indeed,  they  still  made  occasional  plundering 
incursions  into  the  interior,  though  not  strong  enough  to  give  a 
pitched  battle  to  the  Gaels,  then  did  Maelseclilainn,  after  the 
example  of  Brian"  begin  to  reorganize  the  public  schools,  and  to 
build  new  churches  and  to  repair  those  that  had  fallen  into 
decay.  We  are  told,  moreover,  that  he  maintained  three  hun- 
dred students  in  those  schools,  at  his  own  cost. 

It  was,  also,  in  the  reign  of  Maelsechlainn  that  Braen*  son  of 
Maelmorda,  son  of  Murcadh,  who  had  been  king  of  Leinster  for 
two  years,  was  treacherously  blinded  by  Sitric,  son  of  Amlaeibh, 
at  Ath-cliath.    Kcnanmi?,    of  Meath,  was  now  robbed  and  pil- 

79  A  good  and  pious  man.    Judging  Patrick,  St.  Columba  and  St  Kiaran ; 

from  all  that  is  trustworthy  in  the  re-  one  of  his  latest  cares  being-  to  endow 

cords  of  his  own  time,  Maelsechlainn  a  foundation  for  the  rapport  of  300  ar- 

was  a  good  man,  not  only  subsequently  phan  children,  to  be  selected  oat  of  the 

to  the  death  of  his  rival,  but  during  principal  cities  of  the  island." — HtMorj 

the  whole  course  of  his  own  career,  of  Ireland. 

He  was  not  alone  good,  but  ho  stands        n  After  the  example  of  Brian.    It 

forth  prominent  as  the  most  stainless  was  not  enough  to  have  robbed  Maei- 

and  the  noblest  of  all  the  Irish  laymen  sechlainn  of  his  merits  daring  the  life- 

of   his  time. — "  In    approaching   the  time  of  his  rival,  bat  the  Monster 

close  of  this  eminent  prince'*  career."  writers  would  even  deprive  him  of  part 

Mr.  Moore  has  truly   observed,  "  it  of  the  praise  due  to  tho  mcritonoaf 

should  not  be  forgotten,  among   his  deeds  he  performed  after  that  hero's 

otlier  distinguished  merits,  that,  unlike  death.    He  was,  however,  no  leas  da> 

the  greater  part  of  those  chieftains,  who  tinguished  for  his  pious  munificence, 

flourished  in  what  may  l>e  called  the  victories,  and  attention  to  the  internal 

Danish  period,  he  novcr,  in  nny  one  in-  improvement  of  his  country  daring  nk 

stance,  sullied  his  name  by  entering  into  first  reign,  than  he  was  after  his  tteto- 

alliance  with  the  spoilers  "of  his  country;  ration  to  the  throne.    In  these  Brian 

and  as  the  opening  year  of  his  reign  might  rather  be  said  to  have  tnritaM 

had   been  rendered  memorable  by  a  him. 

great  victory  over  the  Danes,  so,  at  the        u  Bram.    He  waa  blinded  by  Ibe- 

distance  of 'nearly  half  a  century,  his  former  allies  ofhis  father,  in  A. D.  1018— 

closing  hours  were  cheered  by  a  tri-  Blinding  was  the  usual  mode  of  inenpa— 

umph  over  the  same  restless,  but  no  citating  a  prince  from  reigning.  Braces 

Ion  in  t  forniidal)le  foe.    In  the  summer  died  in  consequence  of  Una  ill-twit 

of  1022.  being  summoned  to  the  field  ment. 

by  some  airgression  of  the  Northmen,       u  Kcnannu*  robbed.    Kenanmaa,  er 

he  encountered  their  force  at  the  Yel-  Kelts,  in  Mcath,  was  robbed  in  A.  D. 

low  Ford,  a  pla<v  now  called  Athbov,  1019,  and  many  persona  were  riaai  to 

and  defeated  them  with  great  slangh-  the  middle  by  the  church.    MaebeeV 

ter.    Retiring  soon  after  the  battle  to  lainn  waB  then  at  enmity  with   Hi 

a  small  island  upon  Loch  Annin,  he  KincI  Eogain  of  the  Nora,  by  whoa 

there  ended  his  life  in  penitence  and  his  two  sons,  Ardgar  and  Ardent  won 

prayer;  hi-imr  attended  in  his  dying  slain.    The  restless  plumVreve  of  Dab 

moments  by  the  three  comarbos  of  St  lin  seemed  to  have  aejaad  apas  tint 
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bged  by  this  ftame  Sitric  and  the  Loclilannaigh  of  Ath-cliath. 
On  this  occasion  many  persons  were  slain  by  these  plunderers, 
and  numbers  were  carried  off  into  captivity. 

Some  time  after,  Sitric,  son  of  Amiaeibh,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Ath-cliath,  received  a  great  defeat  from  Ugari,  son  of  Dttn- 
laing,"  son  of  Cathal,  who  was  king  of  Leinster  for  three  years : 
a  dreadful  slaughter  was  made  of  the  Lochlannaigh  therein. 
But,  not  long  afterwards,  Donnslebi,  son  of  Maelmorda,  burned 
the  house  of  Ugari,  at  Dubh-loch"  of  Lis  Culi,  and  Ugari  himself 
perished  in  the  flames.  It  was  also  about  this  time,  that  Sitric, 
son  of  Imhar"  lord  of  the  Lochlannaiffh,  of  Port  Largi,  was  slain 
by  the  king  of  Osraide.  At  length,  Maelsechlainn,™  king  of 
Ireland,  died  at  Cro-inis, H  in  Loch  Anind. 

From  the  death  of  this  monarch  to  the  invasion  of  the  Anglo- 
Normans,  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  king  was  ever  universally 
acknowledged  as  the  sovereign  ruler  of  Ireland ;  for,  although 

opportunity  for  making  an  incursion  He  lived  but  a  month  after  this.-  Mael» 

into  his  dominions.    It  was  but  two  sechlainn  Mor,  son  of  Domnall,  son  of 

jean  previously  that  he  had  defeated  Doancadh,  pillar  of  the  dignity  and 

than  with  great  slaughter,  at  Odba ;  nobility  of  the  Western  world,  mod  at 

and  in  1021  he  avenged  the  agression  Cro-inis,  of  Looh  Anind,  alter  receiving 

by  ravaging  their  territories.  the  body  of  Christ  and  his  blood,  after 

~  Ugari,   son   o£  Dunlainz,     He  being  anointed  by  the  hands  of  Amil- 

ad  this  victory  in  A.  D.  1021,  at  gaidh,  Comarba  of  Patrick ;  and  thfc 

ni  Mogarog,  now  called  Delgany,  Comarba  of  Colum   KiDi,  and  the 

hi  the  barony  of  Eathdown,  County  Comarba  of  Kiaran,  and  most  of  the 

Wlcklow.  seniors  of  Ireland  were  present  at  his 

w  Dubloch ;  i.  e.,  the  Black  Lough  death ;  and  they  sang  masses,  hymns. 

Its  situation  is  uuknown.    The  death  of  psalms  and  canticles,  for  the  welfare  of 

Ugari  did  not  take  place  for  two  years  Lis  soul.    Sorrowful  to  the  poor  of  the 

after  that  of  Maelsccnlainn,  as  is  seen  by  Lord  was  the  death  of  Maebechlainn, 

the  following  entry  :    "  A.  D.    1024.  as  is  evident  from  this  quatrain : 
DounsJebi,  Lord  of  Ui  Faclain,  took  a 

house    forcibly    from    Ugari,   king   of  Four  hundred  forts  that  kinc  possessed, 

Leinster,  and  from  Maelmorda,  son  of  In  which  both  flesh  «dfo^  were  glrea. 

it*            ,      ,     #  tt«   T-           i  •  u         i  Guest*  from  the  elemental  klsp, 

Lorcan,  Lord  of  Ui  Kcnnsclaign,  and  Found  welcome  in  each  fort  of  theae."— JFbw 

from  his  son  ;  and  the  three  were  slain  Matter: 

therein." — Four  Must  rs.  -.„...        A..  ,     **ti 

»  Sitric,  son  of  Imhar.    lie  was  slain  Cro-tms,  i.  e.,  the  isle  of  the  house 

in  A   D.  1022.  or  hut.    It  is  still  called  Cro-inis  in 

w  Maelscchlainn  died.    "A.  D.  1022.  Irish,  but  Cormorant  Island  in  English. 

The  victory  of  Ath  ttaidhe  Tlactga  It  lies  in  the  north-west  part  of  Lough 

(i.  e.,  the  Yellow  Ford  of  Tlactgo,  now  Ennell,  near  MuUingar.    Some  frag- 

Athbov,    in    Meath,)  was  gained  by  ments  of  the  ruins  of  a  small  castle,  or 

MaeWchlainn,  over  the  foreigners  of  stone  house,  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the 

Ath-cliath,  and  numbers  were    slain  island.    The  fort  of  Dun-na-Sgiath  (i. 

therein  ;  of  which  was  said  :  *••  the  Fort  of  the  Shields),  the  seat  of 

Maelsechlainn,  which  consisted  of  sev- 

Hisi^tred  victory  was  gained,  cral   concentric  entrenchments,  is  sit- 

one  erening  at  the  Yellow  Ford;  uated  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  opposite 

And  thirty  bounding  days  he  saw,  .,.    .u    ,       ^  w%gMkgm^n 

From  t his  until  hb  final  hour.  *hlS  Island, — WMMmOWm. 
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Ireland,  and  it  is  also  that  of  some  other  Irish  antiquarians;  and 
I  do  myself  deem  it  more  likely  to  be  correct,  than  that  of  those 
who  say  that  Donncadh  held  the  sovereignty  for  no  longer  than 
twelve  years ;  for  the  opinion  of  Finghin  is  in  accordance  with 
the  number  of  years  that  elapsed  from  the  time  of  Brian  to  the 
Anglo-Norman  invasion,  wnilst  the  other  assertion  does  not 
accord1*  therewith. 

It  was  during  the  reign  of  Donncadh  that  Harold  Conan," 
Prince  of  Britain,  fled  to  Ireland,  where  he  found  shelter,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  and  fifty-one.  It  was  then,  like- 
wise, that  Mathgamhain  O'Riagain,"  King  of  Breagh,  captured 
Amlaeibh,  son  of  Sitric,  Lord  of  the  Locnlannaigh  of  Ireland, 
and  forced  him  to  pay  a  ransom  of  two  hundred  cows  and  sixty 
steeds,  for  his  liberty.  It  was,  moreover,  daring  the  reign  of 
Donncadh,  that  Flathbertach  O'Neill*  set  out  upon  his  pilgrim- 
age to  Borne.  After  this,  Tadg  O'Lorcain,"  king  of  Ui  Kenn 
sáaigh,  died  at  Glenn-da-loch,  where  he  had  been  doing  penance 
About  this  time,  likewise,  died  GormflaHh,*1  daughter  of  Donn- 

■  Does  not  accord.    The  reason  of  add  the  Irish  hostages  both  of  Lemeter 

the  discrepancy  here  noticed,  was  an-  and  Leth  Cuinn ;  and  sixty  ounces  of 

patently  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  suVer  as  his  fetter-onnee  (i.  e.,  the 

pa^^na  of  each   pretender   to  the  price  of  his  fetters) ;  and  eighty  cows, 

throne  had  styled  their  chieftain  king  for  word  and  supplication ;  and  four 

of  Ireland,  from  the  time  of  his  access-  hostages  to  Ua  Biagain,  at  secmrrties 

ion  to  the  rulership  of  his  own  tribe  or  for  peace ;  and  the  roll  value  of  the  life 

province.     In  oar   authentic  annals,  of  the  third  hostage.'' — Four  Masters. 

which  acknowledge  no  monarch  after  This  account  is  more  likely  to  be  near 

Maefeechlainn,  there  is  no  such  confn-  the  truth  than  Keating's. — Ed. 

toon  of  dates.  "  Flathbertach  O'Neill.  He  was  king  of 

m  Harold  Conan.     Harold,  son  of  Ailech,from  A.D.  1004,  to  A.  D.  1036. 

Earl  Godwin,  and  tho  lost  of  the  Saxon  He  was  a  distinguished  and  powerful 

kings  of  England,  is  here  meant.    The  chieftain  in  his  day,   and  might  be 

second  wife  of  Donncadh  was  the  sister  styled  king  of  the  North  of  JrelandT, 

of  Harold.    The  latter  fled  to  Ireland  from  the  death  of  Maelsechlainn  to  his 

after  the  rebellion  of  his  father  against  own.    His  pilgrimage  to  Borne  took 

Edward  the  Confessor.    In  this  coun-  place  in  A.  D.  1030,  whence  he  returned 

try,  savs  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  he  re-  next  year.    He  is  thence  styled  in  the 

mained  "  all  the  winter  on  the  king's  O'Neill  pedigrees,  An  Trosdain,  i.  e.,  of 

security."    Donncadh  afterwards  sup-  tho  Pilgrim  Staff 

plied  him  with  a  fleet  and  a  body  of  ■»  Tadg  O'Lorcain.^  "A.  D.  1037. 

armed  men,  wherewith  he  made  a  sue-  Tadg  Ua  Lorcain,  tanist  of  Ui  Kenn- 

cessfnl  landing  in  his  own  couutry.  selaigh,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Kill 

M  Math rramain  Ua  Ria gain;  m  En-  Cuilliun,   (Kilcullen,)   by    Donncadh. 

glish,  Mahon  O 'Regan.    "A.  1).  1029.  son  of  Gillo-Padraift  and  he  was  after- 

Amlaeibh,  son  of  Sitric,  lord  of  the  fo-  wards  blinded  by  the  son  of  Mael-na- 

reigners,  was  captured  by  Mathgamain  mbo." — Four  Misters. 

O'Riagain,  lord  of  Breagha,  who  ex-  •»  Gormflaith.    "A.  D.  1030.  Gorm- 

acted  1,200  cows  as  his  ransom,  toge-  flaith,  daughter  ofMurcadh,  son  of  Finn, 

ther  with  140  British  horses,  and  sixty  mother  of  Sitric,  king  of  the  foreigners ; 

ounces  of  gold,  and  the  Sword  of  Carina,  of  Donncadh,  son  of  Brian,  king  of 
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long  of  the  Eoganacht  of  Caáhel,  was  burned,  together  with 
many  other  nooles,  in  a  house  which  was  set  on  fire  by  the 
grandson  of  Lonnargan,  son  of  Donncuan. 

At  last,  Donncadh,  son  of  Brian,  was  deposed"  from  the  sov- 
ereignty ;  whereupon  he  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Borne.  There 
he  died,  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Stephen, 

The  races  of  Power \  Plunketl,  a/nd  Ftíz- Eustace. 
Many  people  assert  that  the  Paeraigh,w  Plunketaigh  and 

feated  the  nnited  forces  of  Ormond  and  Tordelbach,  leading  against  him  the 
Osraide,  or  Ossory,  in  A,  D.  1043,  at  united  forces  of  Oonnaogbt  and  Leins- 
llaeilcacnnaigh  (a  place  near  the  Til-  terf  gave  Donncadh  the  final  fatal  over- 
kge  of  Golden),  where  Mao-Oaith  throw,  which  compelled  him  to  resign 
OTftrauagain,  lord  of  Aradh,  was  slain,  in  favor  of  his  nephew,  and  retire  into  a 
The  Lonnargan  above  mentioned  was  of  foreign  monastery  to  atone  tor  his  flrat» 
the  Dal  g-Cais  tribe,  and  ancestor  of  the  ricide,  among  his  other  sins.  The 
OTxnmargains,  who  very  probably  then  events  preceding  his  resignation  are  re- 
made their  first  settlement  at  Catfiair-  corded  as  Mows:  "A.  D.  1063.  A  great 
dttin-lasgach,  in  Tipperary,  which  is  army  was  led  by  the  son'  of  Maekm- 
■ow  called  Cahir.  mbo,  into  Minister ;  and  the  chiefs  of 

. m  Donncadh  deposed.  "  A.  D.  1064.  the  plain  of  Monster,  came  into  his 
Donncadh,  son  of  Brian,  King  of  Man-  house  and  left  hostages  with  him.  The 
s^er  was  deposed ;  and  he  afterwards  son  of  Brian  (Donncadh)  and  his  son 
went  to  Rome,  where  he  died  under  the  Mnrcadh,  of  the  Short  Snteld,  came  to 
victory  of  penance,  in  the  monastery  of  attack  Tordelbach,  after  the  departure 
St.  Stephen  the  Martyr.— Four  Mastm.  of  Diarmaid ;  but  Tordelbach  defeated 
Alter  the  assassination  of  his  brother  Mnrcadh,  and  slaughtered  his  people. 
Tfadg,  Donncadh  had  soon  encountered  Diarmaid  again  entered  Monster,  and 
an  active  and  warlike  opponent  in  his  took  its  hostages  from  the  Water 
nephew,  Tordelbach.  Tnis  accomplish-  southwards,  to  St.  Brendan's  Hill, 
ed  prince,  favorably  received  by  the  (now  the  Brandon  mountains,  in  Kerry) 
Irish  chieftains,  and  affectionately  sup-  and  those  hostages  he  delivered  into 
ported  by  bid  kinsman  Diarmaid,  King  the  hands  of  Tordelbach,  who  was  his 
of  Leinstcr,  soon  became  a  formidable  foster-son." — Four  Masters.  ThisDonn- 
rival  to  his  uncle.  Seconded  by  the  cadh  is  the  king  who  is  stated  to  have 
reluctant  tributaries  of  the  Donncadh,  carried  the  crown  and  regalia  of  Ire- 
Tordelbach  gained  several  successes  land  to  Rome,  and  there,  with  the  con- 
over  the  suborner  of  his  father's  mur-  sent  of  the  Irish  nobility,  to  have  de- 
der,  by  which  lie  compelled  him  to  ex-  livered  both  them  and  the  supreme 
oneratc  both  Connaught  and  Leinster  sovereignty  of  his  country  into  the 
from  tribute.  In  A.  D.  1058,  Donncadh  hands  of  the  Roman  Pontiff.  But  it  is 
was  routed  in  a  battle  fought  near  evident  from  all  the  records  of  his  time, 
Sliabh  Grod  (the  Gaulties)  by  Diar-  that  he  had  never  become  possessed  of 
maid,  son  of  Mael-na-mbo,  the  friend  any  crown  or  regalia  of  Ireland,  which 
and  protector  of  his  nephew.  This  he  could  so  bestow,  and  that  at  the 
chief  again  invaded  Munster,  in  A.  D.  time  of  his  resignation  or  deposition 
1061,  and  defeated  the  forces  of  Donn-  his  possessions  had  been  reduced  with- 
cadh  with  great  slaughter  at  Cnamh-    in  very  narrow  limits. 

coill,  near  Tipperary.  Next  year  he  w  Paeraigh,  fyc;  i.  e.,  the  families  of 
mode  another  invasion  of  this  princi-  Power,  Plankett,  and  FitzEustace ; 
lity,  when  he  a  second  time  burned  which  names  have  been  hibernicized 
lerick.    But  at  last  Diarmaid  and    Paer,  or  Paor,  Pluinceatt,  and  Eustaa. 
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Eusdnsaigh  arc  descended  from  this  monarch.  But  I  have  not 
found  a  single  lay,  or  other  writing,  in  proof  of  the  descent  of 
any  of  these  races  from  Donncadh,  son  of  Brian  Boromha,  with 
the  exception  of  one  Veree  that  is  contained  in  a  duan"  begin- 
ning with  the  line,  "I  shall  confer  a  favor  on  the  sons  of  Taj," 
which  duan  has  been  composed  by  a  man  who  is  a  cotemporary 
of  our  own,  namely,  by  Macilin  MacBruaidin.  There  is  also  an 
oral  tradition,  repeated  by  many  ignorant  persons,  which  save, 
that  after  his  arrival  in  Rome,  Donncadh  had  an  intrigue  with 
the  daughter  of  an  emperor,  then  dwelliug  in  that  city,  and  that 
she  bore  him  a  son,  who  became  the  progenitor  of  the  three 
tribes  here  mentioned.  But  this  tradition  cannot  be  true,  be- 
cause, when  Donncadh  set  out  upon  his  pilgrimage,  he  was  a  very 
old  man,  inasmuch  as  he  had  then  passed  his  eightieth  year;  for 
which  reason  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  any  emperor's  daughter 
could  feel  desirous  of  holding  an  intrigue  with  any  such  veteran 
as  he.  Besides  this,  it  would  have  been  exceedingly  unbecom- 
ing for  a  man,  who  had  gone  to  Rome  as  a  pilgrim,  in  order  to 
do  penance  for  his  sins,  to  have  had  an  amorous  intrigue  with 
any  woman  in  the  world.  For  these  reasons  I  judge  that  Donn- 
cadh had  no  intrigue  with  any  emperor's  daughter,  and  that  no 
son  was  borne  to  him  in  Rome,  from  whom  the  above  mentioned 
races  could  have  sprung. 

The  truth  of  my  opinion  may  be  the  more  readily  estimated 
from  what  is  read  in  the  boot  of  Annals,  which  was  copied 
about  three  hundred  years  since,  out  of  the  Leabar  Brec,  or 
Speckled  Book  of  MacAcdngain.    For  it  is  there  stated,  that, 

w  A  (hion.  The  duan  here  referred  scarcely  have  had  at  that  time  any  in- 
to is  a  metrical  genealogy  of  the  torched  motive  in  coining  a  netiuomf 
O'Briens  of  Thomond.  The  verse  in  relationship  between  these  noble  families 
oucstion  is  introduced  but  incidentally  and  that  of  his  patrons.  We  hare 
therein.  The  following  is  a  transla-  seen  that  Donncadh  was  doubly  eoa- 
ti«,n  :  nected  with  foreigners.  By  his  mother, 
, ..      Tx        ....      . .     ...      m  he  was  the  brother  of  the  Danish  Kinf 

••Fmm  Donncadh  «brandling  stock  lmve  «prang       ,  nn.            ,    «.                *^1  "*"* 
The  noble  tribot  of  Power  and  IMunkett;  Of  Dublin,   and    his    KCOnd  Wife   


Triod  warriors  from  the  upland  fioi.ii»—  Driella,  daughter  of  Earl  Godwin.   By 

Tlu  nee  ■i.ningtiie  martial  race,  FitzEuat.ee.'     hcr  h0  had  O  SOU  named  DomnoD,  0T 


Dr.  Keating,  in  denying  the  truth  of  Domnan,  who  may  possibly  have 

th.*  assertion  contaimnl  in  this  rann,  grated  to  Normandy  or  Brittany,  and 

has  not  adduced  the  slightest  admissa-  there  founded  the  above  named  noes. 

ble   proof  of  its  falsehood.    It  were  This  is  rendered  less   unlikely  from 

straniro,  indee<l,  that  such  a  tradition  Donncadh's  family  relationship   with 

should  have  got  amongst  the  1  )aleassian  the  Dublin  Danes — a  people  of  the 

shannachics,  without  some  foundation  ;  same  blood  as  the  Normans.    Accord* 

nor  docs  the  fnct  of  Dr.  Keating'*  never  ing  to  O'Halloran,  Dr.  Keating  has,  k 

having  Rccn  any  '*  lay  or  writing''  in  order  to  refute  MacBruaidin.  taken  «f 

support  thereof,  prove  that  such  docu-  some  vulgar  tradition  that  would  ess* 

ments  did  not  then,  and  may  not  still  vert  the  Saxon  lady  DiieDa  Into  fhi 

exist.    The  bard,  MacBruaidin,  could  daughter  of  on  emperor. 
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after  performing  his  pilgrimage  to  Borne,  Dbtmeadh  entered  the 
monastery  of  St.  Stephen,  in  that  city,  where  he  took  upon  him- 
self  the  yoke  of  religion,  and  where  ne  passed  what  remained  of 
his  life  in  the  practice  of  penitence,  up  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
We  also  find  the  name  of  Robert  le  Poer,1H  from  whom  the 
Paeraigh  and  Etistasaigh  are  more  immediately  sprang,  men* 
tioned  in  the  Chronicles  of  the  Strangers,  where  they  record  the 
names  of  those  foreign  nobles  that  came  over  to  Ireland  in  the 
very  beginning  of  the  Anglo-Norman  invasion.  The  same 
authorities  tell  us,  that  the  Plnnketaigh  are  descended  from  the 
Lochlannaigh  (i.  e.,  the  Northmen  or  Danes). 

TOBDELBACH  O'BKIAIN,  ARD-RIGH, 

GoFresabra. 
A.  D.  1064.1    Tordelbach,  son  of  Tadg,  son  of  Brian  Bor- 

•  Robert  le  Poer.    In  Ireland,  Bo-  as  a  proof  of  the  humble  ok»  from 

bert  beeame  the  founder  of  the  noble  which  the  man  of  the  Anglo-Norman 

Anglo-Norman  sept  of  Power,  or  Le  invaders  of  Ireland  had  sprung.    Bat 

Poer,  whose  principal  settlements  lay  his  mistaking  the  very  name  of  that 

in  tfae  territories  of  the  southern  Desi,  founder,   whom  he  calls    Raymond, 

now  the  county  of  Waterford,  where  shows  that  he  had  not  taken  the  trou- 

Mfvral   of    its   members    still  rank  ble  to  examine  whether  his  example 

imoagst  the  highest  of  the  local  aristoo-  was  in  point  or  not    Poer  is,  accord- 

taey.     The  name  is  also  widely  spread  ing  to  him,  the  Norman-French  lor 

amongst    the   brave    peasantry   and  «w*tTr*,Le.,pooT.   Bat  as  well  might  it 

wealthy  farmers  of  that  county,  as  all  be  said,  that  King  John  of  Eoglan4 

aodeot  names  usually  are.     In   the  was  sprang  from  tee  dregs  of  tbepo- 

rafign  of  Elizabeth,  the  heiress  of  the  palace,  because  he  was  sornamed  Scan- 

eldest  branch  of  this  race  married  into  terre,  or  Lack-Und.    Then,  Robert  le 

the  English  family  of   Bcresford,  to  Poer  was  not  one  of  the  mass,  he  was 

which  family  she  transferred  a  large  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  invasion,  and 

portion  of  its  domains.    This  branch  is  though  possibly  poor,  as  most  soldiers 

now   represented    by  the   chivalrous,  of  fortnne  are,  he  was  of  noble  blood  ; 

though  anti-national  Marquis  of  Wa-  for,  according  to  the  traditions  of  this 

terford — no  degenerate  representative  family,  one  of  the  earliest  known  of  its 

of  the  good  and,  perhaps,  of  the  evil  progenitors  won  his  knighthood  at  the 

qualities  of  the  knightly  spoilers  of  Crusades.    There  is  also  no  reason  why 

olden  time.    The  eldest  male  branches  that  progenitor  might  not  have  been 

are  represented  by  the  houses  of  Gur-  either  the  son  or  the  grandson  of  the 

teen  and  Douisle,  or    Dunhill.     But  above-mentioned  Domnan. 

other  branches,  also,  still  retain  the  The  other  sons  of  Donncadh  who  left 

ownership  of  large  portions  of  their  offspring,  were   the  Murcadh,  of  the 

ancient  conquests. — Several  members  of  Short  Shield,  a  distinguished  warrior, 

the  sept  founded  by  Robert  le  Poer,  as  who  was  ancestor  of  several  septs  of  the 

if  ashamed  of  any  drop  of  old  Irish  O'Briens;  and  Diarmaid,  from  whom 

blood  that  might  chance  to  have  been  sprang  the  O'Briain,  of  Etharia,  or 

transmitted  to  them  therewith,  have  bar-  Aharla;  the  Mac  Ui  Briain  O'g-Cua- 

barized  their  name  to  Powers.    Augus»  nach,  or  Mac  O'Briens,  of  Ooonagh; 

tin  Thierry  has,  amongst  others,  rather  and.  some  say  the  Mac  Ui  Briain  Ara, 

unfairly   cited    the   nom-de-gwrre  of  or  Mac  O'Brien,  of  Ara. 

the  progenitor  of  the  sept  of  Power,  *  A.  D.  1073  is  the  date  of  the  year 

38 
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omha,  of  the  line  of  Ebcr,'  held  the  sovereignty  of  the  greater  part 
of  Ireland,  but  more  especially  that  of  Leth  Mogha,  for  twelve 
years.  Mor,  daughter  of  Gilla-Brighdi  O'Maelmuaidh,8  king  of 
the  Kinel  Fiacadh  and  the  Fera  Kell,  was  the  mother  of  this 
Tordelbach.  It  was  in  his  reign  that  the  following  deeds  were  done. 

For  it  was  in  it  that  Concobar,  son  of  Maelaechlainn,  king  of 
Mcath,4  was  treacherously  murdered  by  the  son  of  his  own 
brother,  namely,  by  Murcadh,  son  of  Flann.  It  was  then  also 
that  the  head  of  this  prince  was  forcibly  carried  off  out  of  Cluain- 
mic-Nois,  on  the  Friday  after  Easter  Sunday,  by  Tordelbach 
O'Briain,  who  took  it  with  him  to  Kenn-Coradh ;  out  the  same 
head  was  carried  northwards  again  to  that  monastery,  on  the  next 
following  Sunday ;  and  this  happened  through  the  miracles  of 
God  and  St.  Kiaran. 

It  was  also  in  this  reign,  and  with  the  permission  of  the  Irish 
king,  Tordelbach  O'Briain,  that  William  ltufus,1  King  of  Saxon- 
land,  sent  to  Ireland  for  timber  to  roof  the  Hall  of  Canterbury. 
This  happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
eight  ;  and  it  was  during  the  previous  year  that  the  first  bishop 
of  Port  Largi6  was  consecrated. 


after  the  death  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  like,  being  derived  from  tor  a  tower, 

Mael-na-mbo,  who  reigned   for   nine  delb,  or  dealbh,  a  form,  or 

yeans  as  king  of  I^eth  Mogha,  after  the  Persons  of  this  name  are  n_  „  „ 

deposition  of  Donncadh.    Tordelbach  Terence,  which,  though  wrong,  is 

rated  Munstcr  during  the  same  period,  so  objectionable  as  Turioagh,  i 

apparently  as  the  vassal  of  his  friend  gives  neither  the  vulgar  prooonci 

and  kinsman.    Diarmaid,  having  been  nor  the.  true  etymology.    Tordrlhi^l 

slain  by  Concobar  O'Maelsechlainn  at  was  the  first  person  called  O'Briain 

the  battle  of  Odba,  in  A.  D.  1072,  Tor-  being  the  O.  or  grandson,  of  Brisu 

del  bach   may  thenceforward   be  con-  Boromha. 

sidcred  as  king  of  Leth  Mogha  and  the        '  Qilta-Brigkdi  O'Matlmwidk.  Tbe 

greater  pan  of  Ireland.    This  Diarmaid  Fera  Kell,  or  Feara  Ceall,  of  which  a? 

had  vanquished  the  Danes  of  Dublin  was  chief,  are  now  represented  brnV 

and  Fine  Call  (now  Fingal)  in  A.  D.  O'Molloys,  for  it  is  thus  that  O'Msef- 

1052  ;  and  having  expelled  their  chief-  mhuaidh   (Mailvooi,  or  Maikot)  k* 

tains,  assume  the  lordship  of  the  for-  been  rendered   into  English,    liar 

eigne™  of  Lcinster  into  his  own  hands,  tribe-land  is  now  called  FircaH,  and  fa 

he  bestowed  it  upon  his  son  Murcadh  in  the  King's  County. 
(father  of  Diarmaid,  of  the  English),        4  Concobar,  King  of  MealX.  Tto 

who  thus  became  the  first  lord  of  the  prince  was  murdered  in  A.  D.  1071 
Danes  who  wa*  of  Irish,  or  rather  of        *  William  Rufus.    The  date  giw> 

Qaelic. blood.    This  Murcadh  subdued  for  this  circumstance  is  wrong;  f» 

the  Isle  of  Man,  whence  he  brought  Tordelbach  died  in  A.  D.  1061  1( 

off  tribute.    In  recording  the  death  of  was,  also,  for  roofing  the  HaD  of  Wat* 

Diarmaid,  our  annalist*  stylo  him  the  minster,  not  Canterbury,  that  WBaa 

"  King  of  Leinstor,  Lord  of  the  For-  is  said  to  have  sent  to  Ireland  fir  oik 

eigners,  and  of  Leth  Mogha,"  timber. 

*  Tordelbach  I.  This  prince's  name,       *  The  first  Bishop  of  Port  Urp- 

which  is  also  spelled  Toirdhcalbhach  The  Danes   of  Waterfbrd,  or  M 

(Turraylagk),  is  said  to  signify  tower-  Largi,  having  now  become 
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It  was  also  about  this  time  that  Derborgaill,7  daughter  of  Tadg 
Mac  Gilla-Padraig,  and  wife  of  Tordelbach  O'Briain,  king  of  the 
greater  part  of  Ireland,  died ;  and  soon  after  her  died  Tordelbach8 
O'Briain  himself,  having  then  spent  twelve  years  in  the  sover- 
eignty of  Ireland. 

MURKERTACH  MOR  O'BRIAIN,   ARD-RIGH, 

Go  Fresabra. 

A.  D.,  1086.9  Murkertach,"  son  of  Tordelbach,  son  of 
Tadg,  son  of  Brian  Boromha,  of  the  line  of  Eber,  held  the 
sovereignty  of  the  greater  part  of  Ireland,  but  more  especially 
that  of  Leth  Mogha,  for  twenty  years.  Caillech  Dé  (i.e.,  the 
Nun),11  daughter  of  O'h-Eidin,  was  the  mother  both  of  this  prince 
and  of  Ruaidri  O'Concobair.12  It  was  during  the  reign  of  this 
Murkertach  that  the  following  events  took  place. 

For  it  was  in  the  early  part  of  his  reign — to  wit,  in  the  year 

would  have  a  bishop  of  their  own  race,  monarch  of  Ireland,  until  about  the 

The  name  of  their  first  bishop  was  year  1094. 

Malchus.  *  Murkertach  IL  A.  D.  1094. "  For 

T  Derborgaill.     This  entry  is  mis-  72  years  after  the  death  of  Maelsech- 

placed.    See  note  11,  on  next  reign.  lainn,"  says  the  learned  and  judicious 

•  Death   of    Tordelbach.      "A.  D.  O'Flaherty,  "the  supreme  throne  of 

1086.    Tordelbach  O'Briain,  King  of  Ireland  was  destitute  of  any  monarch  ; 

Ireland,  with  opposition,  after  haying  but  in  1094  two  monarchs  ruled  Ire- 

goffered  from  long  illness  (for  he  was  land — one  in  the  north,  and  the  other 

not  well  since  the  head  of  Concobar  in  the  south.    Of  these,  Murkertach, 

O'Maelsechlainn    had    been    brought  great  grandson,  of  Brian,  ruled  the 

from   Cluain-Mic-Nois),  died    in  the  south  of  Ireland  for  25  years,  and 

22d  year  of  his  rcigu,  and  in  the  77th  Domnall    O'Lochlainn    governed    the 

year  of  his  age,  on  the  Ides  of  June  north  for  27. 

precisely,  after  intense  penance  for  his  "  The  Nun.   She  was  apparently  thus 

sins,  and  after  taking  the  body  of  Christ  styled  from  her  having  taken  religious 

and  his  blood.'' — Four  Masters.    This  orders  at  Glenn-da-loch,  either  after  the 

was  22  years  after  the  resignation  of  birth  of  her  sons,  or  the  death  of  her 

bis  uncle  Donncadh  in  A.  I).  1064,  and  husband.    That  she  was  not  the  daugh- 

14  after  the  death  ofhis  ally,  Diarmaid,  ter  of  O'h-Eidin  is  seen  by  the  follow- 

King  of  Leinster,  in  A.  D.  1072.  ing  entry—"  A.  D.  1098.    Dcarbhfor- 

9  A   D.  108G.     "  On  the  death   of  gaill    (DervorfriU),  daughter  of  Tadg 

Torlough   (Tordelbach),  the   kingdom  Mac  Gilla-Padraig,  the  mother  of  Mur- 

of  Minister  was  equally  divided  between  kertach  and  Tadg  Ua  Briain,  died  at 

his   three   sons — Toigue,  Murkertach,  Glen-da-locha." — Four  Masters.    Mor 

and  Dermot  (Diarmaid) .     But  in  the  was  the  name  of  the  daughter  of  O'h- 

course  of  the  same  year,  Teigue  having  Kidin.     Sadb,  daughter   of  Carthach 

died  on  the  bed  of  his  father,  Murker-  (ancestor    of    Mac    Carthy),   is  also 

tach  banished  his  brother  Dermot  into  named  as  having  been,  at  some  time, 

Connaught,  and  took  sole   possession  the  wife  of  Tordelbach  O'Briain,  the 

of  the  throne." — Moore.  father  of  this  Murkertach  ;  and  Gorm- 

Tlience  ensued  a  long  series  of  hos-  flaith,  daughter  of  O'Fogarta,  another 

tilities,  during  the  continuance  of  which  of  his  wives,  died  in  A.  D.  1077. 

Murkertach  cannot    be  considered  as  *  Ruaidri  O'Concobair.   He  was  the 

full  king  of  Leth  Mogha  and  nominal  father  of  Tordelbach,  and  grandfather 
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pf  our  Lord  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  one — that  he  made 
a  grant  of  the  city  of  Cashel  as  a  sacred  offering  to  God  and  St 
Patrick.13 

It  was  also  during  this  reign  that  a  general  synod  of  the  men 
of  Ireland,  both  laymen  and  ecclesiastics,  was  convened  axoand 
Murkertach  O'Briain  at  Fiadh-niic-Aengusa.14  Here  follows  the 
number  of  cwlesiastics  that  attended  at  that  meeting — to  wit, 
Maclmuri  O'Dunain,15  Archbishop  of  Munster ;  Kellach,18  son  of 
Aedh,  Comarba  of  St.  Patrick,  Vicar-General  and  Primate  of  all 
Ireland ;  with  whom  were  thirty  bishop  three  hundred  and  aixty 
priests,  abbots,  and  priors ;  one  hundred  and  forty  deacons ;  and 
many  other  persons  belonging  to  religious  orders,  who  are  not 
enumerated  nere.    At  this  synod,"  regulations,  laws,  and  cus- 

of  Ruaidri,  or  Roderick,  afterwards  sail  being,  according  to  him,  a  ibrf 
nominal  monarchs  of  Ireland.  He  is  near  Fiaon-mic-Aengnsa.  Some,  bow- 
called  Ruaidri  na  Soighe  buidhi — i.  e.,  ever,  suppose  the  place  of  meeting  to 
Roderick  of  the  Yellow  Greyhound  have  been  situated  in  Ui  Bressil,  bow  ' 
Bitch.  He  reigned  over  Connaught  Clanbrassil,  Co.  Armagh. 
from  A.  D.  107G  to  1092,  when  he  was  u  Maelmuri  O'Dunam.  His  daft 
blinded  by  Flathbertach  Ua  Flathber-  is  recorded  as  having  occurred  in  A  D. 
taigh  (Ftahertagh  O' Flaherty),  King  1117,  some  years  after  the  Synod  if 
of  West  Connaught.  He  did  not  die  Fiadh-mic-Aengusa.  Dr.  O'Dononn 
until  1118.  thinks  it  an  error  to  call  him  Aicfc- 
"  Cashel  granted  to  God  and  St.  bishop  of  Munster,  for  be  is  food 
Patrick.  "  Among  the  wannest  sup-  styled  Senior  of  Lcth  Cuinn  in  a  eon- 
porters  of  ecclesiastical  interests  was  temporaneoos  document,  a  charter 
the  monarch  Murkertach,  who,  in  the  contained  in  the  Book  of  KeUs.  He 
year  1101,  having  convoked  a  great  concludes  that  he  was  the  same  « 
assembly  of  the  people  and  clergy,  made  Idunan,  Bishop  of  Meath,  who  flosr- 
over,  by  solemn  donation,  to  the  church  ished  in  the  year  1096.  He  might, 
that  seat  of  the  Momonian  Kings,  the  however,  have  boon  translated  frost 
citv  of  Cashel,  dedicating  it  to  God  one  see  to  another, 
and  St.  Patrick."— Moore.  »  KeUach,  son  of  Aedh.  His  nsmt 
"  A.  D.  A  meeting  of  Leth  is  latinised  Celsus.  His  appointment 
Mo<;ha  was  held  at  Caisel  by  Murker-  to  the  See  of  Armagh,  which  he  held 
tach  Ua  Briain,  with  the  chiefs  of  the  until  1129,  is  thus  recorded — •*  A.  D. 
laity,  and  Ua  Dunain,  noble  bishop  1106.  Kellach,  son  of  Aedh,  son  of 
and  chief  senior,  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Maeili 


Maeiliaa,  was  appointed  to  the 

clergy  ;   and   there    Murkertach    Ua  sorship  of  St  Patrick,  by  the 

Briain  made  such  a  grant  as  no  king  of  tho  men  of  Ireland ;  and  he  received 

had    ever  made    before,  namely,    he  his  ordination  on  the  day  of  the  Festi- 

grantcd  Caisel  of  the  Kings  to  religious,  val  of  St.  Adamnan  (23d  8ept.)"— 

without  any  claim  of  lavman  or  clergy-  Four  Master».  He  died  at  Ardpaferiek. 

man  upon  it,  but  to  religious  of  Ireland  in  Munster,  on  his  visitation  of  that 

in  general." — Four  Masters.  province  in  1129,  and  was  barfed,** 

14  Fiadh  mic  Aengusa ;  i.  c.,  the  land  cording  to  his  own  will,  at  TiosMT 

of  the  «on  of  Acngus.    This  was  the  of  St  Mochuda,  alter  an  active  sad 

name  of  a  place  near  the  hill  of  Uisnech,  beneficent  career. 

in   Meath.     07).    CVHalloran  thinks  "  This    Sunod.      It   ■ 


that  the  Synod  of  Bath  Bresail  was    called  the   Synod  of  Uisnech  (now 
but  a  continuation  of  this,  Rath  Bre-    Usnagh  Hill,  in  Meath).    It  was  MM 
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tons  were  enacted  for  the  guidance  both  of  the  laity  and  of  thtt 
clergy.  Maelmuri  O'Dunain,  Archbishop  of  Monster,  died  sooifc 
after  this  event. 

It  was  also  in  the  reign  of  this  Murkertach  that  another  general 
council,  or  synod,  was  convened  in  Ireland  at  Bath  Bresoil,* 
about  the  year  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten,  for  so  we 
read  in  the  ancient  Book  of  Cluain  Aidnech,  of  Si  Fintann,  ip. 
Laeighis ;  in  which  authority,  the  principal  affairs  transacted  at 
this  latter  synod  are  recorded.  It  was  Gilla-Esbog,  Bishop  of 
Luimnech,  that  presided  at  the  council  of  Bath  Bresail,  for  he 
was  at  that  time  the  Pope's  Apostolical  Legate  in  Ireland.  The 
following  are  the  principal  arrangements  made  thereat. 

Just  as  the  twelve  bishops  of  the  southern  part  of  Saxon-land 
were  ranged  around  the  see  of  Canterbury,  and  the  twelve  of 
the  northern  part  under  that  of  Eborach,1*  so  were  the  prelates 
of  Ireland  similarly  grouped  at  this  synod  of  Bath-Bresail ;  to 
wit,  the  twelve  bishops  ot  Leth  Mogha,  and  the  twelve  bishops 
of  Leth  Cuinu ;  and  more  the  two  bishops  that  were  in  Meauu 
It  was  upon  this  occasion  that  the  churches  of  Ireland  were  given 
up,  in  full  possession,  to  the  Irish  prelates,  who  were  thenceforth 
to  hold  them  for  ever,  fr,ee  from  the  authority  or  rent  of  any 
temporal  lord.  It  was  here,  likewise,  that  certain  and  distinct 
boundaries  were  laid  out  for  the  Irish  dioceses,  and  that  a  limit 
was  set  to  the  number  of  bishops  thereo£  The  following  were 
the  bishops  then  appointed  to  preside  over  the  church  of  Leth 
Oninn — to  wit,  six  over  the  province  of  Ulster,  amongst  whom 
was  the  primate ;  five  over  the  province  of  Connaught ;  and  twp 
over  Meath:  these  constituted  the  twelve  bishops  of  Leth  Cuinnj 
without  reckoning  the  primate  as  one  of  their  number.  The 
episcopal  sees  of  Ulster  were  these :  Ard  Macha,  the  seat  of  the 
Archbishop,  who  was  primate  of  all  the  bishops  of  Ireland ;  and 
Clochar,  Ard-Sratha,  Doiri,  Cunniri,  and  Dun-da-leth-glas.  The 
sees  of  Meath  were  Doimliag  and  Cluain  Iraird ;  those  of  Con- 
naught  were  Tuaim-da-gualann,  Cluain  Ferta  of  St.  Brendan, 
Conga,  Kill-alaidh,  and  Ard-Carna.  The  sees  of  Munster  were : 
Cashel,  the  seat  of  the  Archbishop  of  Leth   Mogha,  Lis-mor,  or 

in  the  year  1111,  as  is  seen  bv  the  fol-  morals  for  all,  both  laity  and  clergy." 

lowing   entry  : — "  A.  D.      A    synod  — Four  Masters.    This  enumeration  is 

was  convened  at  Fiadh-mic-Aengusa,  more  likely  to  be  exact  than  that  given 

by  the  chiefs  of  Ireland,  with  Kellach,  by  Keating. 

Comarba  of  St.  Patrick  ;   Maelmuri  *  Rath  Bresail.    One  copy  of  Keat- 

Ua  Dtinain,  noble  Senior  of  Ireland  ;  ing  gives  the  date  of  this  synod  1115  j 

with  50  bishops,  300   priests,  3000  another  in  1098.    It  was  probably  a 

students  ;  together  with  Murkertach  prorogation  of  the  former  synod. 

Ua  Briain,  and  the  chiefs  of  Leth  w  Éborach,  i.  e.  York,  the  Latin  name 

Mogha,  to  prescribe  rules  and  good  of  which  is  Eboracnm. 
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laid  from  Birra  to  the  Amhain  Mor.  The  diocese  of  Clochar, 
extended  from  the  Amhain  Mor  to  Gabatt-linin,  and  from  Sliabh 
Betha  to  Sliabh  Larga.  The  diocese  of  Ard-Sratha  extended 
from  Sliabh  Larga  to  Carn-glas,  and  from  Loch  Oraei  to  Benn 
FoibnL  The  diocese  of  the  bishop  of  Doiri.or  Bath-both  extend» 
ed  from  Es-ruadh  to  the  Srubh  Broinn,  and  from  Srubh 
Broinn  to  Cara-glas.  The  diocese  of  the  bishop  of  Conniri 
extended  from  Benn  Foibni  to  Tor  Buirg,  and  from  Port 
Murbuilg,  to  OUarba,  to  the  harbor  of  Snamh  Aighni,  and  from 
Glenn  Righe  to  Colba  n-Germainn.  The  limits  of  the  diocese  of 
the  Bishop  of  Dun-da-leth-glas  are  not  stated  in  the  ancient  book. 

The  Sees  of  Meath. — The  diocese  of  the  bishop  of  Doim- 
liaff  extended  from  Sliabh  Bieagha  to  the  Cam  of  bun  Coáir, 
ana  from  Lochan  na-h-Imirki  to  the  sea.  The  dioóese  of  Cluain 
Iraird  extended  from  Glochan  westwards  to  the  Sinainn,  and 
from  Ur-coillti  to  Cluain  ConarL 

The  Sees  of  Coxnaught.— The  diocese  of  Chiain  Ferta 
of  St  Brendan  extended  from  the  Sinainn  to  Boirenn,  and  from 
Sliabh  Echtighe  to  the  Suca.  The  diocese  of  Tuaim-da-gualann 
extended  from  the  Suca  to  Ard  Carna,  and  from  Ath-an-termainn 
to  the  Sinainn.  The  diocese  of  Conga  extended  from  Amhain 
O-m-Broin  in  the  north  to  Neimthin,  and  from  Ath-an-termainn 
westwards  to  the  sea.  The  diocese  of  Kill-Alaidh  extended  from 
Neimthin  to  Es-ruadh,  and  from  Kill- Ard-bili  to  Srathan  Per- 
ainn.  The  diocese  of  Ard-carna,  which  is  also  called  Ard-acadh, 
extended  from  Ard-carna  to  Sliabh-an-iarainn,  and  from  Keis 
Corainn  to  Ur-coillti.  [However,*  this  arrangement  was  made 
but  provisionally  with  regard  to  Connaught,  for  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing condition  appended  thereto.]  "  Tnis  distribution  has  our 
fullest  sanction  provided  it  meet  with  the  consent  of  the  clergy 
of  Connaught.  But,  should  they  not  deem  it  satisfactory,  let 
them  make  whatever  other  distribution  may  seem  best  to  them- 
selves. Whatever  division  they  may  determine  shall  meet  with 
our  approbation.  But  there  shall,  nevertheless,  be"  no  more  than 
five  bishops  in  their  province." 

The  Sees  of  Munstkb. — The  Arch-diocese  of  Cashel  ex- 
tended from  Sliabh  Eiblinni  to  the  river  Siuir,  and  from  Cnamh- 

91  Hoicever,  be.  The  words  in  brack-  proceedings,  and  the  editor  has  there 
ets  are  inserted  by  the  editor,  as  from  also  supplied  a  connecting  link  between 
the  abruptness  with  which  the  succeed-  the  quotations  and  what  precedes  them, 
ing  passage,  (which  is  evidently  a  quo-  From  the  proviso  attached  to  the  na- 
tation from  the  Resolutions  of  the  olutions  passed  with  regard  to  the 
Synod,)  is  introduced,  he  suspects  that  Sees  of  Connaught  and  Iíeinster,  it  is 
there  is  here  some  omission  on  the  part  evident  that  the  majority  of  the  clergy 
of  Dr.  Keating's  transcribers.  The  of  those  provinces  were  not  present, 
omission  occurs  again  in  relation  to  these 
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coill  near  Tibraid  Arann  eastwards  to  Grian  Airb  and  to  Ctob 
Greni.  The  dioce.se  of  Lis-mor,  or  Port  Largi,  extended  from 
Port  Largi  to  Miledach  on  the  brink  of  the  River  Berba,  to 
Cumar-na-thri-n-iski,  and  thence  to  Cork;  and  from  the  Siuir 
southwards  to  the  sea.  The  diocese  of  Corcach  extended  from 
Gorcaeh  to  Cam  Ui  Neid,  and  from  the  southern  Amhain  Mor 
to  the  sea.  The  diocese  of  Rath  Muighc  Deskirt  extended  from 
Baei  Bera  to  Kcnn-Mara,  and  from  the  River  Fial  to  the  sea. 
The  diocese  of  Kill-da-luadh  extended  from  the  road  called 
Slighe  Dala  to  Leim  Conculainn,  and  from  Sliabh  Echtighc 
(Slievc  Aghta)  to  Sliabh-oighedh-an-righ  (JStitve-eeyanreeY  and 
thence  to  Sliabh  Caein,  or  Glenn  Caein.  The  diocese  of  Luim- 
nech  extended  from  Mael-carn  eastwards  by  Ath-ar-coinni-Lo- 
dain  and  LochGuir,  and  the  Lathach  Mor  or  the  Great  Bog;  and 
westwards  from  Ani,  taking  in  Ard  Padraig,  Bclach  Febradh,  and 
Tulach  Lias  towards  the  south  as  far  as  the  Fial  and  Tarbert,  in- 
cluding Cuinchi  in  Thomond  and  the  Crosses  on  Sliabh-Oighedh- 
an-righ  and  the  Dubh-amhain.  "  And,"  [added  the  decree  of  the 
council],  "  if  any  person  go  beyond  these  limits  he  will  act  in 
violation  of  the  will  of  the  Deity,  and  of  St  Peter,  St.  Paul,  and 
St.  Patrick,  and  the  men  that  have  succeeded  these  saints  in  the 
government  of  the  Church  of  Christ;"  and  the  temple  of  St^ 
Mary  in  Luimnech  was  its  chief  church.  The  diocese  of  Imlech— 
Iubair  extended  from  Cluain  Caein  to  the  River  Amhain  Mor^, 
and  from  Cnamh-coill  near  Tibraid  Arann  to  the  River  Ella. 

The  Sees  of  Leinster. — The  diocese  of  Kill  Cainnigh  extend — 
edfrom  Sliabh  Bladma  to  Miledach,  and  from  Grian  Airb  to  Sliattm 
Margi.    The  diocese  of  Lcith-glinn  extended  from  Sliabh  Bladma, 
to  Sliabh  Uighc  of  Leinster,  from    Sliabh  Margi  to  Bclactm 
Carcrach,  and  from  Belaoh  Mughna  to  Tigh  Moling  and  its  ter^ 
mons.    The  diocese  of  Kill-dara  extended  from  Bos  Finn-glasi 
to  Nas  of  Leinster,  and  from  Has  to  the  Cumar  of  Cluain 
Iraird.    The  diocese  of  Glenn-da-loch  extended  from  Granaci 
to  Beg   Eri,   and  from    Nas  to  Rechrainn.     The  dioeese  of 
Ferna,  or  Loch  Carman  extended  from  Beg  Eri  to  Miledach 
on   the   west    side  of   the    Berba,   and    from   Sliabh    Uighe 
of  Leinster  southwards  to  the  sea:  "And,"  [said  the  council] 
"  we  now  pass  this  decree  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
clergy.    Should  the  arrangement  therein  made  not  seem  good  to 
them,  let  them  adopt  another ;  but  there  shall  nevertheless  be 
not  more  than  live  bishops  amongst  them.'9  And  the  benediction 
of  the  Trinity,  and  of  St  Peter,  St.  Paul,  and  St  Patrick  was 
invoked  upon  each  bishop  of  the  twenty-five,1*  here  appointed, 
that  no  Easter  might  ever  pass  over  them  without  their  conse- 
crating and  blessing  the  sacred  oil :  "  And  many  other  goodstat- 

■   Twenty-five.     Counting  the  primates,  the  number  would  be 
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were  decreed  at  this  holy  synod  which,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity,  are  omitted  here.'** 

«Ana  the  benediction  of  the  Comarba  of  St.  Peter,  and  of  hia 
beoate  Gilla-esbog,  bishop  of  Luiranech;  and  the  blessing  of 
Bula-Kellaiffh,M  Comarba  of  St  Patrick,  that  is,  the  Primate  of 
Ireland ;  and  that  of  Mael-Isa  O'h-Anmiri"  Archbishop  of  Coshel, 
Kiid  of  all  the  laymen  and  clergymen  who  attended  that  synod 
of  Bath  Bresail,  was  pronounced  upon  all  who  would  carry  Out 
its  ordinances,  and  their  malediction  was  given  to  all  who  would 
abed  against  the  same. 

j  it  is  read  in  the  Chronicle  of  Hacluith  that,  whilst  Murkertach 
O'Briain  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  ambassadors  were  sent 
to  him  by  the  people  of  the  Isles,**  Requesting  him  to  depute 
man  of  the  royal  blood  to  rule  over  their  territories  during 
minority  of  Amlaeibh,  or  Aulang,  son  of  Gofraidh,  who  was 
the  person  whose  right  it  was  to  reign  over  their  people.  In  com- 
pliance with  their  request,  we  are  told  that  Murkertach  sent  them 
a  nobleman  of  his  own  family,  named  Domnall,  son  of  Tadg 
O'Briain,  who  governed  them  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which, 
the  islanders  banished  him  back  to  Ireland,  because  he  had  be- 
gan to  practice  tyranny  towards  them. 

We  also  read  in  the  same  author,  that  Magnus,*7  son  of  Am- 
laeibh, son  of  Aralt,  who  was  then  King  of  Norwegia,  sent  a  cer- 
tain embassy  -to  Murkertach  O'Briain,  commanding  the  latter 
prince  to  place  upon  his  shoulders  the  shoes  of  the  said  Magnus, 
which  they  had  brought  with  them  for  that  purpose :  and,  when 
die  embassadors  had  come  into  the  presence  of  Murkertach,  and 
had  explained  their  mission  to  him,  he  tells  us,  that  the  Irish 
monarch  quietly  took  those  shoes,  and  did  place  them  upon  his 

■  Et  multa  alia  bona  statuta  sunt  in  date  alone  proves  that  it  must  have 

hoc  sancta  synodo  qua?  hie  non  scrip-  been  made  daring  the  lifetime  of  his 

simus  propter  brevitatem.  father,  Tordelbach.    The  prince  sent 

M  Gilla-Kellaigh.     This  name  must  to  govern  these  islands  is  called,  in 

be  a  mistake,  or  by  it  we  must  under-  their  chronicles,  Dofnald,  son  of  Tade. 

stand  Kellach,  sou  of  Aedh.  "  Magnus.    This  was  the  powerful 

*  Mael-Isa  O'h-Anmiri  died  at  Lis-  Norwegian  King  Magnus,  ruler  over 
mor  of  St.  Mochuda,  in  the  88th  year  Norway,  the  Hebrides,  and  the  Isle  of 
of  his  age,  in  the  year  1135.  lie  is  Man.  The  Scandinavian,  as  well  as 
styled  Bishop  of  Port  Largi  and  chief  the  Irish  authorities,  show  that  he  en* 
senior  of  Ireland  in  the  Irish  annals,  tertained  the  project  of  adding  Ireland 
but  not  Archbishop  of  Coshel,  as  to  his  other  conquests.  The  marriage 
here.  of  his  son  Sigurd  with  the  daughter  of 

*  The  people  of  the  Isles.    The  peo-  Murkertach  formed  part  of  his  plan. 

?le  of  the  Isle  of  Man  arc  meant.   The  He  invaded  Ireland  in  A.  D.  1098, 

chronicles  of  Man  state,  under  the  and,  having  landed   at  Dublin,  was 

year  1075,  that  this  application  had  there  met  by  a  large  force  of  the  Irish, 

been  made  to  Murkertach  O'Briain,  However,  no  battle  took  place  then, 

but,  as  our  histories  justly  remark,  the  for  a  peace  was  concluded,  in  conse- 
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shoulders :"  and  that,  when  the  nobles  in  attendance  were  filled 
with  indignation  at  having  witnessed  his  act,  and  had  begun  to 
rebuke  him  for  what  he  had  done,  Murkertach  made  answer  to 
them  by  saying,  "  I  prefer  that  this  thing  should  now  be  done 
by  me  than  that  Magnus  should  devastate  even  one  single  prov- 
ince of  Ireland." 

Nevertheless,  Magnus,  soon  after,  equipped  a  large  fleet,  with 
which  he  made  an  expedition  to  Ireland,  with  the  intention  of 
causing  ruin  and  desolation  therein;  but,  when  he  had  come  near 
to  the  Irish  shore,  such  was  his  eagerness  to  begin  hostilities,  that 
both  himself  and  his  wife  immediately  left  the  fleet  and  made  a 
landing:  and  then,  after  his  lauding,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  laid  an  ambuscade  for  him,  in  which  he  fell,  together 
with  the  band  that  had  followed  him  upon  that  inroad.  There- 
upon, when  the  forces,  which  he  had  left  after  him  on  board  the 

quence  of  which  the  Irish  king  bestow-  In  A.  D.  1101,  OUriain  did,  indeed, 
ed  his  daughter's  hand  upon  Sigurd,  make  his  famous  circuit  of  Ireland,  at 
whom  his  father  had  made  King  of  the  head  of  the  men  of  Leinster,  Man- 
Isles,  Notwithstanding  this,  Magnus  ster,  Meath,  Osraide  and  Coonanght, 
invaded  the  country  again  in  the  fol-  when  he  plundered  the  territories  of 
lowing  year,  when  he  was  cut  off  as  the  Kind  Eogain  and  Kind  ConaiD, 
above  stated  The  chronicler  of  Man  and  destroyed  the  fortress  of  Ailech; 
states  that  this  invader  was  buried  in  but  we  do  not  find  that  the  king  of 
the  church  of  St.  Patrick,  in  Down. —  these  northern  tribes  ever  made  sub- 
SecMcxirc.  mission  to   his  rule.     However,  the 

*  Placed  the  dices  upon  his  shudders,  fortunes  of   O'Lochlalnn 

Our  native  chroniclers  sav  nothing  of  recovered   this  temporary 

this  circumstance.  O'Halloran  denies  it  and,  towards  the  end  of  Murkertaca 

upon  the  authority  of  the  Mac :  Brnaidin  life,  he  was  certainly  more  powerfaL 

chronicle,   lie  says  that4*  this  valuable  than    the    nominal    monarch.     The 

record  tells  us  that  a  Danish  prince  did  northerns  name  him  amongst  the  Iriss*. 

scwlsiich  a  message  to  Murkertach.  who  monarchy  and  assign  him  a  reign  of 

ordered,  in  presence  of  his  court,  that  twenty -seven   years   cotemporaneoasav 

the  ears  of  the  embassadors  should  be  with  that  of  his  rival.    He  anrvivoA 

cut  off,  telling  them  to  inform  their  mu3-  the  latter  for  two  yean.    His  death  in* 

tcr  that  sii ch  was  his  answer  to  his  do-  thus  recorded.    M  A.  D.  1121.    Dos— 

inand."    He  further  tells  us  tliat  it  nail,  son  of  Ardgar,  son  of  TahM.;— 

was  in  consequence  of  this  act  that  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Irish  far 

Magnus  invaded  Ireland  as  above  re-  personal  form,  family,  sense,  ptowess, 

lated.  prosperity,  and  happiness— for  the  be* 

However,  the  chief  adversary  of  this  stowing  of  riches  and  food  both  ones 

•  A.  &  m  •*  J.  1  J  1  •         t     A  J  At  V  *•         ■  A 


prince,  was  not  a  foreigner ;  it  was  the  the  mighty  and  the  need v— died  at 

king  of  Ailech.  Doniuall  O'Lochlainn,  Doiri  Cohum  Killi  (Deny)  after  haT- 

chief  of  the  O'Xeil  Is,  and  founder  of  the  ing  been   twenty-seven  years  in  tfae 

sept  of  O'ixKhlaiiin  or  Mac  Loughlin,  sovereignty  of  Ireland  and  eight  in  tfae 

of  Ulster.    During  this  whole  reign,  kingdom  of  Ailech,  in  the  73d  venr  of 

though,  perhajw,  the  ablest  prince  that,  his  age,  on  the  night  of  Wednesday, 

claimed  to  rule  over  Ireland  from  the  the  5th  of  the  Ides   of  February, 

days  of  Brian  to  the  Norman  invasion,  being  the  festival  of  SL  MsKfaniag.1^ 

Murkertach  found  a  man  nearly  every  Fvur  Matters 
way  his  equal  in  this  northern  chieftain. 
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fleet,  had  heard  that  their  chieftain  had  thus  Mien,  they  set  sail 
homewards  for  Norwegia. 

This  Murkertach  O'Briain,  of  whom  we  have  been  treating,  at 
Length  died"  penitently  at  Ard  Macha,  and  was  buried  at  Kill» 
da-Yuadh,  after  five  years'  suffering  from  a  languishing  disease.*9 

TOBDELBACH    HOB  O'CONCOBAJB,"  ABD-RIGH, 

Go  Fresabra. 

A.  D.  1119^— Tordelbach  Mor*  son  of  Buaidri  O'Concobair, 
af  the  line  of  Erimhon,  held  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  for 

•".  Murkertach  died.  "  A.  D.  1119,  age,  in  the  monastery  of  Lis-mor.  Of 
Mnrkertach  Ua  Briain,  king  of  Ire-  Mathghamhain  (Mahowm)  or  Mahon, 
lead,  prop  of  the  glory  and  magnifl-  ancestor  of  the  Mae  Mahona,  lords  of 
Deooe  of  the  West  of  the  world,  died,  CorcaBaskinn,  in  the  south  of  the 
after  the  victory  of  sovereignty  and  counttfof  Clare,  whose  death  is  re- 
penance,  on  the  festival  of  Si  Mochae-  corded  by  the  Four  Matters  under 
no*  of  Liath,  on  the  4th  of  the  Ides  A.  D.  1129,  the  posterity  an  bow 
of  March,  and  was  interred  in  the  the  sole  surviving  representatives  of 
ofcnrch  of  Kill-da-luadh  (Killaloe),  in  Murkertach  Mor  O'Briain.  Of  his 
4s  sixth  year  of  his  illness."— Four  third  son,  Keoneidigh,  nothing  further 
Masters,  than  the  name  is  known. 

*  A  languishing  disease.    "  In  the  M     O'Concobair  ;    usually    spelled 

year  1114,  he  was  seized  with  an  at-  O'Conohobbair   in  modern  Irish,  in 

ssik  of  Illness  so  violent  as  to  incapaci-  which  it  is  pronounced  CyConnoghooir, 

tats  him  for  the  time  for  managing  the  and  often,  but  very  corruptly,  (sCrog- 

slmlrs  of  his  kingdom ;  and  a  chance  of  hooir.  It  has  been  anglicized  O'Connor.* 

mncession  was  thus  offered  to  his  am-  "  A.  D.  1119.     Tordelbach  is  not 

btttoos  brother,  Dennod  (Diarmaid),  considered  to  have  become  powerful 

of  whom  that  prince  eagerly  took  ad-  enough  to  be  styled  nominal  monarch 

vantage.    In  the  following  year,  how-  for  seventeen  years  after  the  death  of 

ever,  an  amicable  arrangement  appears  Murkertach  Mor,  and  for  fifteen  after 

to  have  been  entered  into  by  the  two  that  of  Domnall  O'Lochlain.    Having 

brothers  ;  and  the  monarch,  finding  his  recorded  the  death  of  the  latter,  O'Fla- 

malady  continue,  and  being1  desirous  of  herty  tells  us  that  the  supreme  regal 

passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  se-  seat  of  Ireland  lay  vacant  for  fifteen 

elusion  and  devotion,  resigned  the  royal  years,  and  that  the  true  date  of  Tor- 

luthoritv  into  Dermod's  hand,  and  took  delbach's    accession    to  the    supreme 

boly  orders  in  the  monastery  of  Lis-  power,  was  A.  D.  1126,  whence,  until 

more  (Lis-mor)." — Moore.  his  death  in  A.  D.  1156,  there  elapsed 

As  shall  be  seen,  Diarmaid  succeeded  twenty  years, 

iiim  not  as  sovereign  of  Ireland,  but  as  "  Tordelbach  II.    During  the  fifteen 

king    of   Manster.      This    Diarmaid,  years  of  interregnum  that  preceded  the 

rounder  brother  of  Mnrkertach  Mor,  accession  of  this  prince  to  supreme 

was  the  founder  of  the  O'Briens,  princes  power  in  1136,  his  most  powerful  rival 

jfThomond.    Murkertach  himself  left  was    Concobar    0'Briam,    surnamed 

three  sons,  namely,  Domnall  Gearr-  na  g-Catharach  (na  Gaharagh),  i.  e. 

lamhach,  or  the  short-handed,  a  distin-  of  the  fortresses,  who  succeeded  his 

ruished  warrior,  who  was  appointed  father,  Diarmaid,  on  the  throne  of 

ford  of  the  foreigners  of  Dublin  during  Munster,  in  A.  D.  1120.    Twice,  in 

lis  father's   reign  ;    having    resigned  the  course  of  two  successsve  years 

.his  position  in  1118,  and  entered  holy  (1132  and  1133),  this  brave  and  able 

)rders,  he  died,  in  1135,  at  an  advanced  prince  carried  the  war  into  the  heart 
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Sre  to  Donncadh  Mao  Carthaigh,"8  and  the  'more  northern  to 
ncobar  O'Briain ;  and  from  tnem  both  he  carried  off  thirty 


It  was  about  this  time  the  Temple  of  Cormac"  was  consecrated 
at  Gashel,  in  presence  of  a  great  assemblage  of  the  nobles  and  the 
clergymen  of  Munster,  who  attended  thereat  This  took  place  m 
die  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four. 
Soon  after,  Cormac  Mac  Oarthaigh,  King  of  Munster.  was  treach- 
erously murdered**  by  Ooncobar  (correctly  by  Tordelbach) 
OTBriain,  who  was  his  own  son-in-law  and  gossip.    Same  time 

• 

mood  Into  Lis-mor,  and  divided  Mta>  that  Kellaoh,  Oomarba  of  St.  Patrick, 

star  Into  three  parts,  and  carried  off  had  to  be  a  year  and  om  month  from 

thirty  hostages  from  that  country/'—  Ard  Macha,  establishing  peace  among 

Jbstr  Maters.  the  men  of  Ireland,  and  promulgating 

M  Donncadh.  Mac   Carthaigh.    He  good  rales  and  customs  amongst  the 

was.  the  Younger  brother  of  Oormac,  clergy/'— flfee  four  MasUrs. 
stationed  in  the  last  note.    He  had       *  The  TmpU  if  Cormac     Some 

traitorously  joined  Tordelbach  with  a  suppose  this  temple  to  be  what  is  now 

large  body  or  Eoganachta,  and  was  re-  called  King  Cormac's  Ohapel,  on  the 

warded  for  deserting  his  chieftain  by  Bock  of  Gashel,  while  many  persons, 

tha  deposition  of  his  brother,  who  was  with,  perhaps,  equal  reason,  suppose  it 

than  compelled  by  the  invader  to  enter  to  have  been  some  other  edmee,  on 

the  monastery  of  Lismore.    Donncadh  whose  site  the  present  ruined  Cathedral 

Wsj,  however,  expelled  into  Oonnaught,  stands.    The  erection  is  thus  recorded : 

wfQi  two  thousand  of  his  adherents,  "  A.D.  1134.    A  church,  which  was 

almost  immediately  after.  erected  by  Oormac,  grandson  of  Oart- 

Ttea  Oormac,  by  the  aid  of  Con-  bach,  king  of  Oashei,  was  consecrated 

cobar  O'Briain,  resumed  the  sovereign-  by  a  synod  of  the  clergy ,  assembled  in 

ty  of  Desmond.    After  this,  there  was  one  place." — Four  Masters. 
a  naval  engagement  between  the  men       "  Cormac  murdered.    A  great  mis- 

of  Oonnaaght  and  Munster,  in  which  take  has  been  here  committed,  either 

the  latter  were  again  defeated.    Tor-  by  Keating  or  his  transcribers,  in  nam- 

delbach  had  previously  made  another  ing  Ooncobar  O'Briain  as  the  insti- 

naval  expedition  to  Desmond,  in  A.  D.  gator  of  the  murder  of  the  pious  and 

1124,  when  he  seized  upon  the  fleet  of  munificent  Cormac.    He  was  slain  at 

South  Munster.     In  the  same  year  the  instigation  of  .Tordelbach  O'Briain, 

£24),  we  read  of  his  having  put  to  the  brother  of  Ooncobar,  as  is  seen  by 
th  the  hostages  of  Cormac  Mac  the  following  entry :  a  A.  D.  1138. 
Oarthaigh,  among  whom  was  that  Cormac,  son  of  Muredach,  son  of  Cart- 
prince's  son.  In  A.  D.  1 126,  the  king  hach,  king  of  Desmond,  bishop  of  the 
of  Connaaght,  having  succeeded  in  kings  of  Ireland  for  the  bestowal  of 
making  his  son  king  of  Leinster  and  jewels  and  wealth  upon  the  clergy  and 
Dublin,  had  again  attacked  and  defeat-  the  churches,  an  improver  of  territories, 
ed  the  king  of  Desmond,  at  Slabh-an-  was  treacherously  killed  in  his  own 
Oaidhligh,  in  Kerry.  On  this  occa-  house  by  Tordelbach,  son  of  Diarmaid 
don,  having  continued  encamped  in  O'Briain,  and  by  the  two  sons  of  O'Con- 
Ormond  from  Lammas  to  the  festival  cobair  -  Kiarraide." —  Four  Masters. 
of  St  Brighitt  (Breeyith),  he  plundered  Some  doubt  the  fact  of  Cormac's  hav- 
Munstcr  as  far  as  Glenn  Magnair,  near  ing  been  really  a  bishop  as  well  as  a 
Cork,  and  the  south  of  Osraide.  "  A  king.  He  may,  nevertheless,  have  actu- 
grcot  storm  of  war,"  say  our  anualiste,  ally  entered  holy  orders  when  driven 
"  then  raged  throughout  all  Ireland,  so  into  the  monastery  of  lis-mor  in  1127, 
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after  this,  Maelmaedog,"  called  Malachiaa  who  was 
both  of  Eri  and  Alba,  died. 

Tordelbach  O'Concobair  a  second  time  invaded  Minister  with« 
a  large  army,  composed  of  the  strength  of  Connaught»  Leinster^ 
Meath,  Tebtha  and  O'Ruairc's  country.  With  this  he  traverse^ 
Minister  in  a  hostile  manner,  until  he  arrived  at  Glenn  Maghair,**^ 
where  he  was  met  by  Tordelbach  O'Briaiu,  Kins  of  Munster,  anc^a 
the  son  of  Concobar  O'Briain  and  the  men  of  Munster.  Threap 
battalions49  was  the  strength  of  their  host  Thereupon,  the  battl»^j 
of  Moin  Mor"  was  contended  between  them;44  and  the  Dal 


by  Torbelbach  O'Concobair,  and  after  where  Cormac,  son  of  Calinnan,  fed, 

the  birth  of  his  children.    He  is  the  A.  D.  903,  is  thus  recorded :    "A. 

ancestor  of  all  the  septs  of  the  Mac  1151.    An  army  wh  led  by  Ta 

Carthies,  kings  of  Desmond.  bach  Ua  Concobair  into  Monster, 

41  Maelmaedog.     The  family  name  Diarmaid   Mac    Morcadha,  kiag 

of  this  distinguished  ecclesiastic  was  Leinster,  went  to  join  him  with 


O'Morgair.    lie  succeeded  to  the  sue-  Leinstermen.     They  plundered 

cessorshipoftit.  Patrick  in  A.  D.  1132,  flier  before  them,  until  they  n 

and  his  eminent  sanctity  and  Christian  Moin  Mor.    The  Dal  g-Caia,  the  ■ 

zeal  have  been  rewarded  by  his  canon-  of  West  Monster,  and  the  Sil  Br*aj, 

ization  under  the  baptismal  name  of  had  set  out  on  a  predatorr  exanfa 

Malachias.    He  died  in  A.  D.  1148,  in  into  Desmond  unacr  Tordelbach  Vk 

the  54th  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  Briain,  king  of  Munster ;  and,  on  tier 

14th  year  of  his  primacy,  during  which  return  from  the  sooth,  they  fell  in  with 

he  had  been  twice  appointed  as  Legate  the  men  of  Connaught,  Leinster,  and 

of  the  Pope  to  the  Irish  church.  Meath.    A  battle  was  then  fonefcta 

°  Glenn  Maghair ;  now  Glanmire,  which  the  men  of  Munster  were  delat 
ncar  Cork.  The  king  of  Ireland  was  cd  ami  slaughtered.  Seven  tinawd 
here  joined  by  Diarmaid,  son  of  Cor-  was  the  number  of  the  MmaUifi 
mac  Mac  Carthaigh,  now  king  of  Dos-  that  fell  in  this  battle  of  Moin  Mv* 
mond,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  Eoga-  According  to  the  Book  of  Lacu,tk 
nachta,  at  whose  solicitation  he  is  said  following  are  the  chieftains  who  ior 
to  have  made  this  invasion  of  Monster,  there  slain :  Murkertach,  am  of  Cos- 
It  would  appear  that  a  portion  of  the  cobar  O'Briain,  lord  of  Tbomooi,^ 
Dal  g-Cais  was  also  in  the  monarch's  second  best  man  of  toe  Dal  f-0*; 
army  under  Tadg  Ulc  O'Briain,  a  pre-  Lugaidh,  son  of  DomnaO  Ow: 
tender  to  the  throne  of  Thomond,  who  Mac  Conmara,  lord  of  Ui  Om\  J 
had  fled  for  protection  to  Connaught  of  the  Ui  Kcnnadigh  (O'KenffM1 

°  Battalions.    The  Irish  cath  (cah)  8  of  the  Ui  Degadh  (D'Dets],  v» 

or  battalion,  consisted  of  3,000  men.  Flathbertach  Ua  Degadh;  9  of  the  U» 

Then»  were  then  9,000  of  the  Dal  g-  Senchain  (O'Shannahaos) ;  5  of  the  Ui 

(Vis  engaged  in  this  fight.  Coinn  (O'QuinsJ ;  5  of  the  UiGnfc 

"  Mohi  Mor;  Í.  *.,  the  Lorpc  Bog.  (O'Gradies),  with  Aneslis  Ua  Gnfc; 

There  are  several  places  of  this  name  24  of  the  Ui  Ogain  (O'Hogani) ;  4 II 

in  Munster,  but  that  where  this  bat-  the  Ui  Aichir  (O'Hcaira orHaw); g 

tie    was    fought  would   seem    to  be  grandson    of    Eocaidh    OTjofagnp 

Mnanmnrc,  in  the  parish  of  Emly  and  (O'Lynch) ;  4  of  the  Ui  NaMM** 

county  of  Tipcrary.— 0'/>.  (the  O'NeillB  of  Tradraide,  in  the  fl» 

"  The  buttle  fought  upon  this  occa-  ty  of  Clare) ;  and  6  of  the  Ui  BoMr 

sion  in  which  the  Munstermcn  suffered  hcrna  (O'Ahems) ;  with  nunbaa  • 


i  he  greatest  overthrow  they  had  receiv-    good  men  besides  them ; 

ed  since  the  battle  of  Bclach  Mughna,    vired  bot  one  shattered  battftfioa* 
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and  the  men  of  Munster  were  vanquished  therein,  and  the  numbers 
of  their  people  that  were  slain  went  beyond  reckoning.  Tordel- 
bach (OTJriain)  was  then  exiled  to  Tir  Eogain, "  and  Tordelbach 
CConcobair  made  a  partition  of  Munster  between  Tadg  O'Briaio 
and  Diarmaid,  son  oi  Cormac  Mac  Carthaigh. 

It  was  very  soon  after  this  victory  when  Tordelbach  O'Coneo- 
bair,  King  of  the  greater  part  of  Ireland,  died,"  in  his  sixty-eighth 
year,  and  he  was  buried  beside  the  great  altar  of  St  Kiaran, 
at  Cluain-mio-Noia. 

Great,  indeed,  were  the  legacies  which  this  prince  left  to  the 
clergy  for  the  repose  of  his  soul,  uamely,  four  hundred  and  forty 
ounces  of  gold,  and  forty  marks  of  silver,  and  all  the  other  valu- 
able treasures  he  possessed,  both  cups  and  precious  stones,  both 
steeds  and  cattle  and  robes,  chess-boards,  bows,  quivers,  arrows, 
squipments,  weapons,  armor  and  utensils.  And  he  himself 
pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  its  particular  portion  thereof 
should  be  distributed  to  each  church,  according  to  its  rank  and 
nder. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Tadg  OXonnargain,"  Bishop  of 
Effl-da-luadh,  died. 

MUBKERTACH  o'LOCHLAINN  *  ABD-BIGH, 

Go  Fresabra. 
A.  D.  1156" — Murkertach,  son  of  Niall  Mac  Lochlainn,  of  the 

lie  three  that  bad  come  to  that  place*  Kiatan,  haying  made  his  wOI  and  db- 

3n  the  ride  of  Connaught  were  stain,  tributed  gold,  silver,  cows,  and  horses 

Cfcdg,  son  of  Liathach  O'Concobair ;  among  the  clergy  and  churches  of  Ire- 

llorkertach  Ua   Cathalain,  chief  of  land  in  general.— Four  Masters. 
CJfen  Fogartaigh ;   and  Maelruanaidh        This  prince  had  been  inaugurated 

3'Follamhain,  chief  of  Claim  Uadach ;  chieftain  of  his  own  tribe,  the  Sil 

L  of  the  Liughni ;  and  many  others.  Muredaigh,  in  A.  D.  1106,  so  that  he 

[Thief  sway  over  Munster  was  assumed  had,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  been  in 

ay  Tordelbach  Ua  Concobair,  upon  the  enjoyment  of  regal  power,  either  as 

iiis  occasion,  and  Tordelbach  Ua  Bri-  chief  of  his  tribe,  king  of  Connaught, 

lin  was  banished." — See  Four  Masters,  or  monarch  of  the  greater  part  of  Ire- 

*  Tir  Eogain.  Through  tho  rising  land  for  foil  half  a  century.  He  was 
[K>wer  of  Murkertach  O'Lochlainn,  the  first  of  the  Connaught  branch  of 
prince  of  this  country,  the  exiled  king  the  line  of  Erimhon  that  had  received 
jf  Munster  was  restored  to  his  domin-  the  title  of  Ard-rigb,  or  monarch  of 
ions  in  1154.  Ireland;  Eocaidh  Muigh-medon,  king 

•  Tordelbach  died.  "  A.  D.  1156.—  of  Ireland,  A.  D.  358-365,  being  the 
rordelbach  O'Concobair,  king  of  Con-  last  of  his  direct  ancestors  who  had 
laught,  Mcath,  Brcfui,  and  Munster,  been  saluted  sovereign.  From  Brian, 
ind  of  all  Ireland  with  opposition,  son  of  this  Eocaidh,  Tordelbach  O'Con- 
lood  of  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  Ire-  cobair  was  the  23rd  descendant  in  the 
(and,  a  man  full  of  charity,  mercy,  hos-  male  line  —  See  Pedigree  of  O'Connor 
pitality,  and  chivalry,  died,  after  the  Roe,Pari  III. 

58th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  interred        *  Tadg   O'Lonnargain ;  otherwise 
at  Cluain-mio-Nois,  beside  the  altar  of    O'Loogargain.   He  died  in  A.  D.  1161» 
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line  of  Erimlion,"  held  the  sovereignty  of  Leih  Cuiun,  and  of 
the  greater  part  of  Ireland,  for  eighteen  years;"  at  the  end  of  which, 
he  was  slain  by  the  men  of  Fernmagh  and  the  Ui  Briuin  (of 
Brefni). 

It  was  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  this  man,  that  an 
assembly  and  general  council  of  the  Irish  church  was  convened 
at  Kenan n  us,"  of  Meath,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  the 
Catholic  Faith,  and  of  purifying  and  correcting  the  customs  of 
the  people ;  pioreover,  for  the  purpose  of  consecrating  four  Arch- 
bishops, and  of  presenting  each  of  them  with  a  pallium,14  for, 
before  then,  there  were  but  two  Archbishops  in  Ireland,  namely, 
the  Primate  of  Ard  Macha  and  the  Archbisnop  of  CasheL  Gilla- 
Criost  O'Conari,  Bishop  of  Lis-mor,  head  of  the  monks  of  Ireland 
and  Apostolic  Legate,  together  with  a  cardinal,  named  Johannes 
Papiron,"  were  the  superiors  appointed  by  the  Pope  to  preside 
at  that  council,  which  was  commissioned  to  make  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  and  to  reform  its  disci- 
pline, and  also  to  do  a  thing  which  Ireland  took  more  to  heart 
than  these,  namely,  to  distribute  the  four  Pallia;  for  Ireland^ 

four  years  after  the  monarch  in  whose  ages  from  Ui  Briain,  Cotunacni,  MeatL» 

reign  he  is  here  improperly  entered.  and  the  half  of  Monster.    On  this  oc— 

*  O'Lochlainn,    The  sept  descended  cosion,  O'Concobair  accepted  the  kinp- 

from  this  prince  now  more  generally  dom  of  Connaught,  ana  the  naif  of 

style  themselves  Mac  Loughlin,  and  that  of  Meath  at  his  hands ;  the  other 

are  still  numerous  in  Ulster.    They  half  of  Meath  O'Lochlainn  coufcnai 

are  of  the  same  tribe  as  the  O'Neills  upon  Diarmaid  O'Maclsechlainn  (0- 

of  Tyrone,  of  which  sept  they  ore  the  Melaghlin),  its  rightful  king.    At  the 

clder'branch.  They  must  be  distinguish-  same  time,  he  confirmed  Diarmaid  Mae 

cd  from  the  O'Lochloinns  or  O'Lough-  Murcadha  as  king  of  Leineter.    With» 

lire»,  of  Kurrcn,  in  the  county  of  Clare,  in  tho  same  year,  he  apain  met M  the 

who  are  of  a  totally  different  stock.  men  of  Ireland,  both  laity  and  deny, 

M  A.  D.  1156.    "  The  first  year  of  at  Ath-na-Dairbrighe  (now  Deroor,  ■ 

Murkertach  O'Lochlainn  over  Ireland."  Meath),  where  he  obtained  all  their 

—Four  Masters.  hostages.      Markertach   O'LocbJain 

•l  Murkertach   HI.    Keating's   ao-  was,  therefore,  monarch  of  Trnleni 

count  would  throw  this  king's  reign  without  opposition."— -four  Jftarra. 
several  years  behind  its  real  time.  The       "   Kenarmas.     According   to  the 

date  here  given  has  been  ascertained  Four  Master*,  it  was  at  Drowhet-Atfaa 

and  received  as  the  correct  one  by  our  or  Drogheda,  that  this  coaneil  vat 

other  historic  authorities. — See  &Fla-  held.    It  met,  not  in  the  seventh  yav 

Iierty,  O'Halhran,  Moore,  Ifc.  of  Murkertach  O'Lochlainn,  but  few 

M  Eighteen  years.    lie  reigued  for  years  before  the  death  of  kk 

only  ten  years,  but  during  this  brief,  sor  as  nominal  monarch  of  In 
though  eventful  period,  he  succeeded  in       M  Pallium,  i.  e.,  the  robe  of 

having  himself  acknowledged  king  of  of  an  archbishop.    It*  plnral  fa  j 
Ireland  gan  fresabradh,  i.  e.,  without       **  Johannes  Papiron;  othenrfae  Jo» 

opposition  :  for,  in  the  year  1161,  Diar-  hannes  Paparo.    This  cardinal  had  ar» 

moid  Mac  Murcadha,  king  of  Leinstcr,  rived  in  Ireland  during  the 


moid  aiac  ^iurcoana,  King  oi  .ueinstcr,  nvea  in  ireiana  aunng  ine  year  oeme 
paid  him  homage  for  his  kingdom;  that  in  which  watheUumejwodofKsJI^ 
Koaidri  O'Concobair  gave  him  host-   as  is  seen  by  the  following  entiy:  "A.IX 
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drought  it  enough"  to  have  one  pallium  at  Ard  Madia  and 
another  at  Cashel :  it  was  more  especially7  by  the  ehurohes  of 
Ard  Macha  and  of  Dun-da-leth-glas  that  it  was  considered  an  in- 
ftingement  upon  privilege  to  have  pallia  granted  to  any  other 
sees  besides  those  of  Ard  Macha  and  Cashel ;  for  it  is  thus  we 
we  informed  by  the  ancient  record  of  the  church  of  Cluain  Aid» 
aech,  in  which  the  substance  of  what  was  transacted  at  this  coun- 
cil has  been  set  down.     When,  indeed,  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil were  met  in  session,  they  instituted  certain  laudable  customs 
ind  ordinances  at  the  granting  of  the  four  pallia.    Here  follow 
lie  words  of  the  old  book  of  history,  which  was  written  at  Cluain 
ydnech,  of  St  Fintann,  in  Laeighis :  "  In  the  year  of  our  Lord 
me  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  from  the  incarnation  of 
►ur  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  being  a  bissextile  year,  a  famous  council 
rm  held  at  Kenannus,  in  the  season  of  spring,  presiding  over 
rhich,  Johannes,  Lord  Cardinal  and  a  priest  of  the  blessed  St 
jfcwrence  in  Damaso,  assisted  by  twenty-two  bishops,  five  elect, 
rith  very  many  abbots  and  priors,  on  the  part  of  the  holy  apostles. 
>eter  and  Paul,  and  of  the  Apostolic  Lord,  Eugenius,  extirpated 
nd  condemned  simony  and  usury  by  every  means,  and  corn- 
landed  by  apostolic  authority  that  tythes  should  be  paicL  He  pre- 
dated four  pallia  to  the  four  Archbishops  of  Ireland,  namely,  to 
bose  of  Dublin,  Tuam,  Cashel,  and  Armagh.    He,  moreover, 
retained  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  as  primate  over  the  others 
s  was  meet ;  and  then,  immediately  after  the  oouncil  was  dis- 
íiásed,  Cardinal  Johannes  commenced  his  voyage  on  the  ninth 
f  the  Kalends  of  April  and  went  across  the  Seas.    The  follow- 
ig  were  the  bishops  who  assisted  at  that  council,"  namely,  Gilla- 

151.    A  cardinal  of  tho  Comarba  of  apod  Ceanannus  oelebratum  fait;  in 

t.  Peter,  namely,  Johannes  Papiron,  quo  presidensdominus  Johannes,  cardi- 

rrived  in  Ireland  to  establish  rules  nalis,  presbyter  beati  Laurentii  in  Da- 

od  good  morals,  and  to  correct  all  maso,  inter  viginti  duos  episcopos  et 

tun   their    faults.    He  remained   a  quinque  electos,  et  inter  tot  abbates  et 

'eek  in  the  house  of  the  Comarba  of  priores,  ex  parte  beatornm  Petri  et 

t  Patrick,  and  imparted  his  bless-  Pauli  et  domini  apostolici  Eugeoii,  au- 

ig." — Four  Masters.  moniam  et  usuras  omnibus  modis  extir- 

"  Fbr  Ireland  thought  it  enough,  <fcc.  pavit  et  damnavit,  et  decimas  dandas 

ir  be  Icor  le  h-Eirinn  pallium  in  Ard  apostolica  authoritate  praecepit    Qua- 

[achaaffuapa///ti7n  ig-Caiseal. — Orig~  tuor  pallia  quatuor  archiepiscopis  Hi- 

wl  Gaelic.  bernÚE,  Dublinicnsi,  Taamensi,  Caise- 

"  It  was  more  especially.    Agus  go  lensi,  ct  Ardmachan30  tradidit.    Insu- 

•airighthe,  is  tar  sarughadh  eaglaise  per  Ardmachanum  episcopum  in  pri- 

.rda  Macha  agus  Duin-da-Icath-glas  matem  super  alios,  prout  decuit,  oroin- 

)  bhiadh  acht  pallium  in  Ard  Macha  avit.     Qui  etiam  cardinal  is  Joannes, 

rus   pallium  i  g-Caiseal. — Original  protinns  post  peractum  concilium,  iter 

udic.  arripuit  et  nono  calendas  Aprilis  trans- 

n  MCLVIT,  anno  ab  incarnatione  fretarit    Hi  sunt  episcopi  qui  hoc  oon- 

)mini  nostri  Jesu  Ohristi,  bissextili,  cilio  superfucrunt." 

>bfle  concilium  in  vernali  tempore  The  rest  of  this  quotation  from  tin 
39 
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chriost  O'Conari,  Bishop  of  Lis-mor  and  Legate  of  the  Pope  iu 
Ireland ;  Gilla-Macliag,  Coraarba  of  St.  Patrick,  and  Primate  of 
Ireland ;"  Domnall  O'Lonnarcain,  Archbishop  of  Munster;  Aedh 
CVh-Oisin,  Archbishop  of  Tuaim-da-Gualann  ;**  Mac-Greui  (or 
Greri),  Bishop  of  Ath-cliath.  Duibh-linni;w  Tostius,  Bishop  of 
Port  Largi ;"  Domnall  O'Fogartaigh,  Vicar  General  and  Bishop 
of  Osraide ;  Finn  Mac  Gormain,  Bishop  of  Kill-dara  ;•  Donngal 


book  of  Cluain  Aidnech  (now  Clone-       *  Finn  Mae  Gormain,     The 

nagh  near  Mountrath,  in  the  Queen's  findB  the  sorname  of  this  prelate 

County),  is  given  in  Gaelic  as  above  ten  both  Mac  Cianaln  and  Mac 

rendered  into  English.  ermain.    This  he  deems  a  nristi 

"  Gilla-Mac-Liag.     His  name  has  the  transcribers,  for  he  finds  byH 

been  latinized  Gelasius.     He  presided  Four  Masters,  that  Fine  Mac  G  — 

over  the  prima tial  see  from  1145  to  died  Bishop  of  Kill  Dara  or 

1173,  daring  which  time  he  occupies  a  in  1160. 

distinguished  place  in  the  history  of        M  Tbrgesiut,  otherwise  Torgmi 

the  Irish  church.  Torgelsi.    This  ecclesiastic,  'who 

"  Aedh-O'h-Oissin.  This  name  is  of  Danish  blood,  died  bishop 
not  found  in  the  editor's  manuscript  ick,  in  A.  D.,  1167. 
copies  of  Keating.  In  Dermod  O'Con-  With  the  exception  of  the  mac  of 
nor's  translation,  it  is  given  as  "  Hugh  Archbishop  of  Cotmangfat  above  an- 
O'Heyn,  Archbishop  of  Comment,  that  tioned,  and  the  snrname  of  the  Babop 
is  of  Tuaiin  Greni."  But  Tuaim  Gro-  of  Kill  Dara,  the  editor  has  ascertwed 
ni,  now  Tomgrany,  in  Glare,  was  not  from  the  Irish  Annals,  thai  aS  the 
the  archiepiscopal  sec  of  Connaught,  others  did  really  preside  over  their  ra- 
it was  Tuaim-aa-Gualann.  now  called  pectlvc  sees,  about  the  tine  of  tie 
Tuam,  of  which  Aedh  OTi-Oissin,  in  synod  of  Kenaonus  or  KeOs.  8ewr- 
English,  Hugh  O'Hossian,  died  bishop  el  of  them  are  here  entitled  frost  the 
in  A.  D.  1161.  Aedh  O'h-Eidhin  tribes  over  whose  territories  their  s» 
might,  it  is  true,  have  been  either  the  extended,  but  the  reader  may  suit/  as* 
prodeccssor  of  O'h-Oissin  as  Archbish-  certain  the  names  of  the  seat  of  tUr 
op  of  Tuam,  or  he  might  have  been  episcopal  churches,  by  icfcniag  tots» 
Bishop  of  Tuaim  Greni,  but  in  the  hit-  map,  and  to  the  notes  upon  the  chapter 
ter  cane  he  could  not  have  been  styled  upon  the  Irish  bishops  prefixed  to  tfch 
Archbishop  of  Connaught.    For  tiese  history. 

reasoiiB  the  present  translator  has  in-       "  DomnaU  O'Lonnorgam.    **A-IV 

sorted  the  name  of  Aedh  O'h-Oissin,  in-  Domnall  Ua  LongargauL  A"1^'"1" 

atcad  of  Hugh  O'Heyn,  as  given  by  the  of  Gasel,  chief  senior  of  1 

translator  just  named.  *  paragon  of  wisdom  and  charity,  di 

91  Ath-cliath  Duibh-iinni,  i.  c.,  the  at  an  advanced  age." — FbwrK 
Ford  of  Hurdles  of  the  Black  Pool ;       "  Murkertaeh  ton  of  Niall 

it  is  now  called  Dublin,  a  word  derived  He  was  slain  in  A.  D.,  1166,  at  the 

from  the  latter  part  of  tho  old  Irish  battle  of  Letir  Liuin,  foáght  m  (he  dis> 

namc  of  the  part  of  the  river  Iifley,  trict  called  the  Fews  in  the  eosary  of 

on  which  that  citv  was  built ;  that  is  Armagh.     An  army  of  three  satfr- 

from  Dubh  Linn,  in  English,  the  Black  lions,  composed  of  the  men  of  OlgfcW- 

Pool.    The  real  name  of  its  bishop  at  la,  Ui  Brroin  Brefhi,  and  U!  Gobjb» 

the  time  of  the  above-mentioned  synod  ni  was  led  thither  affainst  him  by  Doa> 

was  Gregory  or  Greri,  who  was  appar-  cadh  O'Kerbaill,  King  of  OirjritisJh; 

cntly  an  Irish  Dane.  and  there,  say  our  annalists, "  sm  Ms> 

*  Toshm,  otherwise  Tosti,  Bishop  kertach  Ua  Lochlainn,  monarch  of  al 

of  Port  Largi,  or  Waterford.  He  was  Ireland,  chief  lamp  of  valor,  chhaH 

aho  of  Danish  origin.  hospitality,  end  prowess  of  the  west A 


ira  msrofiY  of  iKSLA&to.  '6ÍÍ 

QKtellflighe»  Bishop  of  Leith-glmn ;  Gilla-an-Coimdé  OTi-Aid 
tnaeil,  Bishop  of  Imteoh-Iubair;  Gilla*Criofld  O*  Maidin,  Bishop 
of  Ooroach;  Maelbrenainn  Mao  Bonam,  Comarba  of  St  Bret- 
iaxt  of  Ard-ferta,  or  Bishop  of  Kiarraide ;  Turgesius,"  Bishop  of 
[ioimnech;  Murkertach  O' Maeluidir,  Bishop  of  Cluam-mifr» 
tfois;  Maeil-Isa  O'Connacktain,  Bishop  of  East  Connaught; 
ICnelrQadnaidh  O'Ruaidin,  Bishop  of  Luighni;  Mac-Crahh 
O'Mughroin,  Bishop  of  Conmacni;  Ethrnetdh  O'MiadachaiiL 
Bishop  of  Cluain  Iraird;  Tuathal  O'Connachtaigh,  Bishop  of 
Ui  Briuin  (Brefhi);  Muredoch  O'Cobthaigh,  Bishop  of  éinel 
Sogain ;  Maelpatriok  O*  Banain,  Bishop  of  .Dal  Araide ;  and  Mael- 
fa»;  Mac-an-Clerigh-cmr,  Bishop  of  Ulidia." 

This  synod  commenced  its  session  on  the  day  before  the  Nones 
>f  March,  and  there  the  jurisdiction  of  the  archlnshops  was  de- 
creed and  laid  down  after  the  following  manner :  The  archbishop 
y£  Ard-Macha  presided  over  the  See  of  Coinniri,  Dun-da-leth- 
ghfl,  Lagh-magh,  Ard-acadh,  Rath-both,  Rath  Lurigh,  Daimh- 
jag:  ana  Doiri.  The  Archbishop  of  Cashetfs  jurisaiction .  ex- 
aaaauSed  over  the  Sees  of  Kili-da-luadh,  Luifnnech,  Inis  Oat^aigh, 
Sail  Finnabraoh,  Imlech  Iubatr,  Bos  Ore,  Fort  Largi,  lis  Morf 

■ 

tie  verid  in  his  time ;  a  man  who  had  gold ;  and  the  wife  of  O'Roairc,  and 

imr  been  beaten  in  battle  or  conflict  daughter  of  O'Maelsechlainn,  gave  as 

lntil  then,  and  who  had  won  many  much  more,  with  a  chalice  of  gold  far 

litfe*."-- Four  Master*.  the  altar  of  St  Mary,  and  cfoft  for 

Daaidci  that  of  Kells  or  Kenaimus,  each  of  the  other  nine  altars  that  were 

ttít&x  was  really  held  during  the  reign  in  that  church.     Next  year  a  synod 

if  Tordelbach  O'Concobair,  there  were  was  held  at  Bri-mio-Taidg,  near  Trim, 

ihiee  synods  of  the  Irish  church  held  which  was  attended    by    twenty-five 

hiring  the  ten  years  that  Murkertach  bishops,  and   presided   over   by   the 

eigned.    Of  these  the  first  was  held  at  Pope's  Legate,  the  Primate  Gilfa-Ma- 

Jroichet  Atha,  or  rather  at  Mellifont,  cha<r.    It  was  here  that  the  bishopric 

lear  Droichet  Atha,  in  A.  D.  1157,  of  jDerry  was  established,  or  as  the 

rhich  was  presided  over  by  Gilla-Mac-  Four  Masters  record  it,  there  was  then 

iag,  Primate  and  Pope's  Legate  and  at-  ordered  "  a  chair  like  that  of  every 

3nded  by  seventeen  bishops,  and  by  the  other  bishop  for  the  Comarba  of  Co- 

Qonarch  himself,  together  with  Tigher-  lumkille,   Flathbertach  Ua  Brolcain, 

tan  O'Ruairc,  King  of  Brefni,  OTter-  and  the  Arch-abbacy  of  the  churches 

mill,    King  of   Óirghialla,  and  O'h-  of   Ireland   in    general."     In   A.  D. 

'3ocadha,  King  of  Ulidia,  and  count-  1162,    Gilla-Mac-Liag   presided    over 

jag  numbers  of  every  other  degree.   It  another  synod,  at  which    twenty-six 

ras  on  this  occasion  that  the  church  of  bishops  and  many  abbots  attended,  and 

•lellifont  was  consecrated.    After  the  which  was  held  at  Clacnadh  (Clane) 

cremony,  Murkertach   presented  the  in  the  county  of  Kildare.     Amongst 

hurch  with    "forty  cows,  and    sixty  other  decrees  passed  on  this  occasion, 

unces  of  gold  for  the  health  of  his  it  was  enacted  that  no  person  should 

oul ;    he  likewise  granted  tbem  the  be  a  professor  of  theology  in  any  church 

ownland  of  Pinnabair  na-n-Inghen,  op-  in  Ireland,  who  had  not  been  an  alum- 

losite   the  mouth  of  the  Mattock,  in  nus  or  student  of  the  university  of  Ard- 

he  parish  of  Donore,  county  Meuth.  Macba. 
VKerbaill  gave  them  sixty  ounces  of 
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Cluain  Uamha,  Corcach,  Bos  Alithir,  and  Ard  Ferta.  The  Arch- 
bishop of  Ath-cliath  Duibh-linni  presided  over  the  Sees   of 
Glenn-da-loch,  Ferna,  Osraide,  Leith-glinn,  and  Kill  Dam    The 
Archbishop  of  Tuaim-da-ghualann  presided  over  the  Sees  of 
Magh  Eo,  Kill  Alaidh,  Ros  Comain,  Cluan  Ferta,  Acadh  Cona-  - 
ri,  Cluain-mic-Nois,  and  Kill-mic-Duach.      But,  however,  thee^ 
whole  of  these  sees  do  not  exist  at  present,  for  several  of  then*-» 
have  been  since  united  under  one  bishop. 

Soon  after  the  completion  of  this  council,  died  Domnal*^ 
O'Lonnargain,03  who  had  been  archbishop  of  Munster ;  and  h  wan*» 
not  long  after,  when  Murkertach,  son  of  Niall,  who  had  1 
then  sovereign  ruler  over  Leth  Cuinn,  and  the  greater  part  of 
land,  died." 

RUDRAIDE    O'CONCOBAIR,  ARD-RIGH, 

Go  Fresabra. 

A.  D.  1166."    Buaidri  (or  Rudraide),  son  of  Tordelbach,  so*j  cf 
Buaidri  O'Concobair,  of  the  line  of  Enmhón,  held  the  sovereign^ 
of  Connaught  and  part  of  Leth  Cuinn  for  eight  years."     lie  í 
also  styled  monarch  of  all  Irelamd  in  our  chronicles,  from  the 
fact  that  the  kings  of  Oirghialla,  Meath,  and  Brefni,  had  ac- 
knowledged him  as  their  sovereign.    He  was,  nevertheless,  bat 
a  pretender  to  the  sovereignty  (Kigh-go-fresabradh),  that  it,  a 


"  A.  D.    The  editor's  MSS.  are  not  were  those  of  his  greatert  power.   Hi 

in  accord  as  to  the  date  of  this  king's  was  then  in  the  fiftieth  Tear  titom* 

accession,  one  has  1163,  while  Dermod  Rudbaidr   H.     Some  hoM  flv 

O'Connor  gives  it    1168.     The  one  Buaidri,  or  Roaidari,  the  ueml  ta 

above  given  is  the  true  date  of  the  in  which  this  prince's  sane  u  bmi 

death  of  his  predecessor,  immediately  spelled,  is  a  word  of  difibreai  arista 

after  which,  as  we  read  in  the  Annals  from  the  ancient  Gaelic  name,  tiaV 

of  the  Four  Masters,  "  An  army  was  raide,  or  Rodhraidhe  (Room)*  Ifc 

led  by  Ruaidri  O'Concobair  to  Es*  editor  does  not,  however,  see  sty  ia> 

ruaidh,  and  he  took  the  hostages  of  son  to  deem  it  any  other  than  a  ■** 

Kincl   ConailL"      He    next  led    an  variation    of  the    latter;  lor»  ei* 

army  composed  of  the  men  of   Con-  though  the  supposition  that  BmbW 

naught,  Meath  and  Tebtha,  to  Ath-  is  derived  from  the  proper  neae  Boa> 

cliath,  where  he  was  inaugurated  king  ric  be  correct,  it  is  l&ewin  p»^ 

'-  as  honorably  as   any  king  of  the  that  Roedric,  ftndlwmWIif,  my  ii  & 

Gaeidhil  was  ever  inaugurated."     He  mote  antiquity  have  been  twycH" 

next  received  the  hostages  of  the  king  the  same  elements.    Therefore  doai  & 

of  Lcinstcr ;    and  having  afterwards  translator  enter  him  as  Bndratte  B* 

marched  into  Munster,  where  "  all  the  the  first  monarch  of  the  neae  btef 

kings  of  Leth  Mogha  came  into  his  Rudraidc  Mor,  who  died  moaanfc  ■ 

house  and  submitted  to  him,  he  di-  Ireland,  A.  M.,  4981. 

vided  Munster  into  two  parts,  one  of  *  Eight  Yean,    From  his : 


which  he  gave  to  the  Sil  Briain,  and    to  his  submission  to  Henry  HfttJJ 
the  other  to  Diannaid,  sou  of  Cormac    were  but  seven  yean.     He  hai  nW 


Mac  Carthaigh." — Sec  Four  M utcrs.  over  Connaught  from  hii  fctheril  deA 
1166  was  then  not  ouly  the  year  of  his  in  1156«  and  did  not  die  amn?  A.  fc 
accession,  but  that  and  the  following    1298. 
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mg,  if  horn  very  many  of  the  nobles  of  Ireland  refused  to  ac- 
nowledge  as  their  monarch. 

It  was  while  Ruaidri  held  this  questioned  sovereignty,  that; 
lie  wile  of  Tighernan  Gaech  O'Ruairc,  King  of  Brefni,  a  lady 
rime  name  was  Derborgaill,"  daughter  of  Murcadh,  son  afc 
lann»  King  of  Meath,  sent  a  private  message  to  Diarmaid  Mac 
[orcadha,  King  of  Leinster,  requesting  of  lain  to  come  to  take 
er  away  from  Tighernan,  and  make  her  his  own  wife;  and  she 
kstructed  her  messengers  to  tell  him  that  her  husband  was  about 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Cave  of  St.  Patrick's  Purgar 


•  DerborgaiJl.  This  name  is  pro-  son  to  suppose  that  she  afterwards  re- 
omeed  Dcrvorffill,  and  has  been  lat-  pented  or  tier  transgression*  In  115ff 
rifled  Dervorgilla.  Her  elopement  the  wife  of  O'Ruairc  is  found  Tying 
ith  Mac  Murcadha,  did  not  take  place  with  kings  in  her  munificence  to  the 
i  this  reign,  it  occurred  fourteen  years  monastery  of  Mellifont  In  A.  D.  1167, 
TOffousiy,  during  the  reign  of  Tor-  the  year  after  Mac  Murcadha's  banisfc 
elbach,  the  lather  of  Ruaidri,  and  meat,  we  find  her  M  finishing  a  church1 
•t  after  the  manner  stated  by  Keat-  for  nuns  at  Cluain-mio-Nois.  To  sup- 
u£  on  the  authority  of  the  Anglo-  pose  a  renewal  of  her  criminal  intrigue 
Iceman  writers.  The  following  is  the  with  Mac  Murdagh  in  any  part  of  the 
hank  narration  of  the  event  as  given  present  reign,  is  an  absurdity.  Mac 
j  the  Irish  authorities. — "  A.D.  1152,  Murcadha,  who  was  king  of  Leinster 
in  army  was  led  by  Ua  Lochlainn  in-  as  early  as  A.  D.  1136,  must  hare  been 
»  Meath,  as  iar  as  Rath  Kennaigh.  then  an  old  man,  and  she  was  then  cer- 
tadelbach  (then  monarch)  proceeded  tainly  an  old  woman,  for  she  was  forty- 
Bto  Meath  to  meet  Ua  Lochlainn  and  four  at  the  time  of  her  first  elopement 
HanBaJdMacMun»dha,KingofLein-  Previous  to  her  marriage  with  0*- 
kftr.  On  this  occasion,  Meath  was  di-  Ruairc,  an  attachment  is  said  to  have 
IdVsd  into  two  parts;  from  Gluain  existed  between  herself  and  Mac  Mur- 
rain! westward,  was  given  to  Mur-  cadgha,  which  may  account  in  some 
adh  Ua  Maelsechlainn,  and  East  way  for  her  first  transgression  at  a 
feath  to  his  son  Maelsechlainn.  From  rather  advanced  period  of  life,  but 
Hghernan  Ua  Ruairc,  whom  they  had  could  scarcely  for  a  second, 
efeated,  they  took  Conmacni,  and  they  n  Banished  him  out  of  Ireland.  His 
turned  the  town  of  Bun  Cuiliun,  (now  own  oppressed  subjects  had  apparently 
)angan,  in  Roscommon.)  anil  pave  the  as  much  to  do  with  the  banishment  of 
hieitamship  to  the  son  of  G ilia-brad i  Diarmaid  as  either  the  justice  of  O'Con- 
VRuairc,  and  their  hostages  were  cobair,  or  the  vengeance  of  O'Ruairc. 
iven  up  to  Tordelbach  O'Concobair.  The  following  entry  is  given  of  that 
hi  this  occasion.  Derbforgaill,  daugh-  event :  "  A.  D.  1166.  An  army  com- 
er of  Murcadh  Ua  Maelsechlainn,  and  posed  of  the  men  of  Brefni  and  Meath, 
rife  of  Tighernan  O'Ruairc,  was  car-  and  of  the  foreigners  of  Ath-cliath,  and 
ied  off  wiSi  her  cattle  and  furniture,  the  Leinstermen,  was  led  by  Tighcr- 
>y  Diarmaid,  King  of  Iieinster,  who  nan  Ua  Ruairc  into  Ui  Kennselaigh, 
ook  with  her,  according  to  the  advice  and  Diarmaid  Mac  Murcadha  was 
>f  her  brother,  Maelsechlain." — Four  banished  over  sea,  and  his  castle  at 
{fosters.  Ferna  was  demolished.    They  set  up 

Deborgaill  was  next  year  taken  away  as  king   (in  his  stead)  Murcadh,  the 

rom  her  lover  by  the  monarch  Tordel-  grandson  of  Murcadh,  he  giving  scven- 

toch,  by  whom  she  was  delivered  up  to  teen  hostages  to  Ruaidri  O'Concobar, 

ler  kinsfolk  in  Meath,  "  with  her  cat-  to  be  sent  to  Tir  Fiacrach  Aidni."— 

le  and  furniture."    There  is  every  rea-  Four  Matters. 
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tory,  and  that  a  favorable  opportunity  for  taking -her  off  into 
Leinster  would  be  afforded  to  him  thereby.  There  had-  indeed, 
been  previously  a  criminal  intrigue  between  this  pair.  Therefore. 
upon  receiving  her  message,  Diarmaid  went  to  meet  the  woman, 
attended  by  a  band  of  armed  horsemen,  and  when  he  had  arrived, 
thus  accompanied,  at  the  place  where  Derborgull  was '  awaiting 
him,  he  commanded  her  to  be  placed  forcibly  on  horseback  be- 
hind one  of  his  attendants.  Thereupon,  the  woman  deceitfully 
cried  and  screamed  aloud,  in  order  to  make  people  think  that 
she  had  been  carried  off  by  violence.  Having  thus  succeeded  in 
his  object,  Diarmaid  returned  home  into  Leinster. 

Then,  when  Tighernan  returned  to  Brefhi,  and  had  learned 
that  his  wife  had  been  carried  off  by  violence,  and  against  her 
consent,  he  went  to  make  a  complaint  of  the  outrage  both  to 
Buaidri  O'Concobair,  and  to  his  own  friends  likewise.     There* 
upon,  lluaidri  O'Concobair  summoned  a  muster  of  the  men  of 
Oonnaught,  Brefni,  Oirghialla  and  Meath,  and  then  marched 
attended  by  a  numerous  army  to  lay  waste  the  territories  of 
Leinster,  and  thus  to  avenge  the  deed  which  Diarmaid  had  com* 
mitted.  Now,  when  Diarmaid  had  heard  that  Buaidri  was  march- 
ing to  devastate  his  country,  he  likewise  summoned  a  general  as- 
semblage and  muster  of  the  nobles  of  Leinster  from  aU  parts  of 
his  principality.    But  when  these  had  come  together  into  one 
place,  the  answer  which  they  gave  to  their  kinjj  was,  that  they 
would  not  go  and  stand  up  in  defence  of  the  evil  deed.tirhich  he 
had  committed ;  and  then  a  great  number  of  them  fciraook  Lis 
standard,  and  placed  themselves  under,  the  protection  of  Buaidri,  to 
whom  they  complained  of  the  many  acts  of  tyranny  and  injus- 
tice which  Diarmaid  practiced  towards  them.    By  reason  of  this 
desertion,  the  King  of  Leinster  was  not  able  to  meet  his  adver- 
sary in  a  pitched  battle ;  whereupon  the  latter  commenced  laving 
waste  the  lands  of  those  of  the  Leinstermen  that  remained  faith- 
ful to  their  king,  and,  having  marched  to  Ferna,  he  threw  down 
the  palace  of  Diarmaid,  ana  levelled  his  dun ;  after  which,  be 
banished  him  out  of  Ireland  altogether. w 


Flight  of  Mac  Murcadha — his  interview  ivith  Henry  IL  qfBnglamii 
— alliance  with  the  Anglo-Norman  Lords,  and  secret  rein  U 
Leinster.    A.D.  1166-1167." 

Diarmaid  then  proceeded  to  the  second  Henry,  King  of  Sax- 


11  A.D.  116G-67.     Darin?  the  in-  Ruaidri,  according  to  ear 

tervftl  that  elapsed  between  the  expul-  succeeded  in  establishing  ta  hh 

aion  of  Diarmaid  in  the  former,  and  his  an  unusual  degree  of  peace  '    * 

return  in  the  latter  of  these  years,  dinatkn  to  his  sjrihofup,    , 


tiavhwftd,  Who  was  then  in  France,  and  when  he  arrived  in  th» 
Uagfe  presence,  he  was  received  with  a  welcome,  and  with  a 
*ftry  great  display  of  friendship.  And  when  he  had  explained 
tile  object  of  his  visit  to  hi*  host,  the  latter  furnished  him  with 
kiadly  letters  to  bring  with  him  to  the  land  of  the  Saxons.    In 

r 

fne  last  period  of  comparative  peace  Kiur  of  Temhair ;  Bagbnall,  son  of 
combined  with  national  independence,  Bagsnafl,  lord  of  tike  foreigners.  The 
which  Ireland  was  to  see  for  ages  to  whale  of  their  gathering  was  13,000 
ansae,  its  records  are  here  transcribed  horsemen,  of  which  6,000  were  Con- 
In  loll  from  the  venerable  annalists  who  naughtmen,  4,000  with  TJa  Boairc, 
hate  been  so  often  quoted  in  these  notes.  2,000  with  Ua  Maelscchlainn,  4,000 

>  The  Age  of  Chriit,  1167.     Tor*  with  Ua  Kerbaill  and  Ua  kBocadha, 

gsfan,  Ushop  of  Loimnech,  Ua  Flan»  2,000  with  Dorincadh  Mae  Faekfe 

■sis,  bishop  of  Clnain  Uamha;  Kin*  (chief  of  UiFaetain,  in  Kildare),  1,000 

asth    CKethernaigh,  priest  of  Inis  with  the  Danes  of  Ath-cliath.  At  this 

CJsthrann ;   Mor,  daughter  of  Bom-  meeting  they  paassd  many  good  rssom- 

asft  OiCoocobair-Falghi,  Abbess  of  tions  respecting  Teneration  for  chnrch- 

MH  Dara ;  Maelmichael  Mac  Dothe»  es  and  clerics,  aad  the  control  of  tribes 

shaft*, noble  priest,  chief  sage  and  pfl-  andtarritoriea,  so  thai  women  nsed  to 

lar  of  piety  of  the  community  of  Aid  travel  Ireland  alone,  and  a  restoration 

Hatha ;  and  Gallagorf  Ua  Dubachain,  of  his  prey  was  given  by  the  Ui  Fat 

•óasarba  of  Endi  of  Ara,  died.  ghi  to  the  Oomarba  of  Patrick,  at  the 

>^Tbrdelbach,  son  of  Diarmaid  Ua  hands  of  these,  kings  aforesaid     They 

Main,  King  of  Mnnster  and  of  Lstb  afterwards  separated   in  pease  .  and 

Magna,  a  man  who  aimed  at  the  sot-  amity  without  battle  or  controversy, 

erelgnty  of  all  Ireland,  the  best  man*  or  without  any  one  oomplsising  of 

that  came  in  his  time  for  bestowing  another  at  that   meeting,  .ha  sonse» 

CtJs  sad  wealth  upon  the  poor  and  qnence  of  the  prosparoosDesi  of  the 

Indigent  of  God,  died.  king  who  had  awembled  these  chief- 

Mnrkertach,  son  of  Ladmann,  Lord  tains  with  their  forces  «t  one  place, 

of  Fordrnim,  pillar  of  the  magnificence  A  hosting  and  mustering  of  the  men 

of  all  the  north  cf  Ireland,  was  treach-  of  Ireland,  with  their  chieftains,  was 

oosry  slain  by  Donncadh  Ua  Dubdior-  made  by  Roaidri  Ua  Goncobam  Thith- 

ma,  and  by  all  the  people  of  Bredach,  er  came  Diarmaid,  son  of  Cormac  (Mac 

in  the  middle  of  Magh  Bili,and  two  of  Garthaigh),  lord  of  Desmond ;   Mur- 

hts  sons  were  slain  on  the  following  kertach  Ua  Briain,  lord  of  Thomond ; 

day,  and  another  was  blinded.      Conn  Diarmaid  Ua  Maelsechlainn,  king  of 

Ua  Maelmiadaigh,  chief  of   Muinter  Meath ;  Donncadh  Ua  Kerbaill,  lord 

Eolais,  died.  of  Oirgbialla ;  and  all  the  chieftains  of 

A  great  meeting  was  convened  by  Leinster.    They  afterwards  arrived  in 

Roaidri  Ua  Concobair,  and  tbe  chiefs  Tir  Eogain,  and  Ua  Goncobair  divided 

of  Leth  Cuinn,  both  lay  and  ecclesias*  that  territory  into  two  parts,  that  is, 

tic,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  foreigners  he  gave  that  part  of  Tir  Eogain,  north 

(Danes)  at  Ath  Buidhe  Tlactga,  (now  of  the  Callainn  Mountain,  to  Niall  Ua 

Athboy,  in   Meath).    To  it  came  the  Lochlainn,  for  two  hostages,  namely, 

Comarba  of  Patrick  (Gilla-Mac-Liag) ;  Ua  Gathain  of  Graebh,  and  Mao-an- 

Cadla  Ua  Dubthaigh,  Archbishop  of  Gaill  Ua  Brain ;  and  that  part  of  the 

Oonnanght ;     Lorcan    Ua    Tnathail,  tribe-land,  south  of  the  mountain,  he 

Archbishop  of  Leinster ;  Tighernan  Ua  gave  to  Aedh  Ua  Neill  for  two  other 

Boairc.  lord  of  Brefni ;  Donncadh  Ua  hostages,  namely,  Ua  Maelaedha,  one  of 

Kerbaill,  lord    of   Girghialla  ;    Mac  the  Kinel  Acngusa,  and  Ua  h-Urthali, 

Donnslebi  Ua  h-Eocadha,  King  Uli-  one  of  the  Ui  Tortri,  Ua  NeilTs  own 

dia;    Diarmaid    Ua    Maelsechlainn,  foster-brothers.     The  men  of  Ireland 


616  THE  HISTORY  OF  ERKLAKD. 

these  he  gave  him  permission  to  enlist  every  one  of  the  £"«»¥1, 
who  might  be  willing  to  go  with  him  to  Ireland,  and  there  aid 
in  recovering  the  sovereignty  of  his  own  country.  Upon  re- 
ceiving these,  Diarmaid  bid  farewell  to  that  king,  and  set  out  for 
the  country  of  the  Saxons.  When  arrived  there,  he  caused  the 
letters  of  Henry72  to  be  publicly  read  at  Brisdol,  and  at  the  same 
time  made  a  proclamation  in  which  he  promised  lanje  rewards 
to  all  persons  who  would  aid  him  in  the  recovery  of  his  territ- 
ories. It  was  there  that  he  met  Richard  Fits-Gilbert,1*  Earl  of 
Strigul,  with  whom  he  made  the  following  compact;  to  wit, 


retained  back  southwards,  over  Sliabh  Ua   Maelsechminn,  (the  wife  of  Us 

Fuaid,  through  Tir  Eogain  and  Tir  Ruairc,  and  the  Helen  of  Irmh  10» 

Conaill,  to  meet  their  sea  fleet ;  and  mance).    Fobar  Fechini,  AiHhm;  aad 

Ua  Ooncobair  escorted  the  lord  of  Dcs-  Birra,  were  burned.    Mundach,  the 

mond,  with   his    forces,    southwards,  son  of  Mae  Cana,  was  slain  by  the  «mi 

through  Thomond,  as  far  as  Cnoc  Ani,  of  Ua  Loehlaino.  A  drareh  waaereeV 

with  many  jewels  and  riches.  ed  at  Cluain-mic-Nois  in  place  of  the 

Diarmaid  Mac  Murcadha  returned  Derthach,  by  Goocobair  Ua 

with  a  force  of  Gkiuls,and  he  seized  the  and  the  Ui  Mani." 
kingdom  of  Ui  Kennselaigh  (his  own       n  Lettern  ofHtrtn/.    Henry  IL 

tribe).     Another  army  was  led    by  was  then  in  Aquitame,  and  too  b     r 

Bnoidri  Ua  Ooncobair  and  Tighernan  occupied  both  in  radioing  tome  of  hna 

Ua  Ruairc  into  Ui  Kennselaigh  until  continental  vassals  to  obedience,  aad  an 

they  reached  Kill  Osnadh.    A  battle  maintaining  bis  eontroreray  with  6f 

was  fought  between  some  of  the  re-  Thomas  a  Becket,  to  avail  himself  á 

emits  and  cavalry  of  Counaujrht,  and  person  of  the  opportunity  offered  by 

the  cavalry  of  the  Ui  Kennselaigh,  and  Diarmaki's  treason,  adopted  this  mm 

six    of  the  Connaughtmen,  together  of  keeping  up  civil  strife  in  IreW 

with  Domnall,  son  of  Tadg,  son  of  Mael-  until  he  should  be  more  at  leisaat  to 

raanaidh,  were  slain  in  the  first  conflict ;  torn  it  to  his  advantage,    fi 

twenty-five  of  the  Ui  Kennselaigh,  to-  was  of  the  following jmrport : 

gether  with  the  son  of  tho  kin?  of  Brit-  King  of  England,  Duke  of  N 

ain  (i.e.,  of  Wales),  who  was  the  battle-  dy  and  Aquitaine,  aad  Bail  of  Aajse, 

prop  of  the  island  of  Britain,  who  had  to  all  his  liegemen,  English,  Notmaa, 

come  across  the  sea  in  the  army  of  Mac  Welsh  and  Scotch,  and  to  all  other 

Murcadh  were  slain  in  the  second  con-  nations  under  his  doaiiaiaa»  sends  aresft» 

flict  by  Ua  Ruairc.  Diarmaid  Mac  Mur-  ing.    As  soon  as  the  present  lets» 

cadha,  afterwards  came  to  Ua  Conco-  shall  come  to  your  hands» " 

bair ;  and  gave  him  seven  hostages  for  Dermod,  prince  of  Tf Instil 

ten  cantreds  of  his  own  native  territory,  received  into  the  bosom  of 

and  one  hundred  ounces  of  gold  were  and  benevolence.    Wberew. 

given  to  Ua  Ruairc,  as  an  atonement  ever  within  the  ample  extent  of  oar 

for  the  wrong  done  to  that  prince.  territories,  shall  be  willing   to 

Derbail,  daughter  of  Douncadh  Ua  aid   towards  the  reatotatioa  of 

Maelsechlainn,  died  at  Cltiain-mic-Noi*  prince,  as  oar  faithful  and  liege  si 

after  the  victory  of  will  and  confession,  let  such  person  know  that  we  da 

Uada  Ua  Conceanainn,  who  had  been  by  grant  to  him,  far  said 

at  first  Lord  of  Ui  Diarmadn,  and  af-  license  and  avor." 
terwards  in  religious  orders,  died  at       "  Richard Fitx-Gitt*ft,L 

Cloain-mic-Nois.     The  church  of  the  son  of  Gilbert  or  GUebert.    H*  sssl 

nuns  at  Cluain-mic-Nois  was  finished  name  was  Richard  do  Claire,  or  Ghse, 

by  Derborgaill,  daughter  of  Murcadh  Karl  of 
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Diaormaid  promised  to  give  his  own  daughter,  Aeifi.  to  this  earl 
a»  Iris  wife,  and  with  her  he  promised  him  the  inheritance  of 
Leinater  after  his  own  death.  The  earl  bound  himself  upon  hit 
part,  to  follow  the  exiled  prince  into  Ireland,  and  there  to  assist 
trim  in  reconquering  his  lost  principality. 

Having  completed  this  compact,  Diarmaid  set  out  for  Britain 
(Wales)  to  visit  a  prince  named  fialph  Griffin,"  who  then  ruled 
over  that  country  under  the  sovereignty  of  King  Henry.  To 
him,  likewise,  Diarmaid  explained  the  object  he  had  in  view.  At 
that  time  this  prince  happened  to  hold  in  prison  a  nobleman  of 
distinguished  valor,  whose  name  was  Robert  Fitz-Stephen,  who, 
having  rebelled  against  his  king,  saw  no  better  means  of  escaping 
punishment  than  engaging  to  go  to  the  aid  of  Mac  Murcadha  in 
faflani  Upon  this,  when  the  Bishop  of  St  David's  and  Maurice 
Hta-Gerald  had  heard  that  Diarmaid  had  gone  to  the  prince  to 
solicit  the  enlargement  of  Robert  Fitz-Stephen  from  the  prison  in 
iHltich  he  lay,  they  went  themselves  likewise,  to  petition  for  the 
Hberty  of  that  nobleman,  and  to  beg  that  he  would  be  allowed 
to  proceed  to  Ireland  to  join  the  King  of  Leinster.  The  children 
of  one  mother.79  indeed,  were  that  Bishop^  Robert  Fitz-Stephen 
éui  Maurice  Fitz-GeralcL,  By  these  solicitations  the  prince  was 
induced  to  grant  his  liberty  to  Robert,  upon  the  expressed  condi- 
tio? that  he  should  follow  Mac  Murcadha  into  Ireland  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  then  ensuing.™  To  Robert  Diarmaid  he 
promised  to  grant  Loch  Garman  and  the  two  cantreds  of  land 
mat  lay  next  thereto,  as  a  reward  for  his  agreeing  to  come  to  his 
assistance. 

bote  the  nickname  of  Strongbow,  a  two  (or  three)  arms,  and  the  second  of 

cognomen  which  his  father  had  borne  them  was  the  brave  adventurer,  Maur- 

berore  him.    lie  was  a  man  of  ruined  ice  Fit^Gcrald,  now  enlisted  in  the 

fortunes,  and  of  a  daring,  adventurous  service  of  the  Irish  king.    His  mother, 

and  unscrupulous  spirit.    From  him  Nesta,  having  been  carried  off  by  a 

the  early  Anglo-Norman  settlers  in  Ire-  Welsh  prince,  named  Oaradoc,  became 

hud  have  been  called  Strongbownians.  on  Gerald's  death,  the  mistress  of  the 

*■  Ralph  Griffin.  His  real  name  constable  Stephen  de  Marisco,  and  by 
was  Rees  An  Gryffyth.  He '  had  de-  him  had  a  son,  Robert  Fitz-Stephen, 
tained  Fitz-Stephen  in  prison  for  three  the  same  who  engaged  at  this  time  m 
years.  It  was  probably  a  son  of  his  the  Irish  wars,  in  common  with  his 
that  is  styled  son  of  the  King  of  Bri-  half  brother,  Maurice  Fite-G«rald. 
tain  (i.  e.,  Wales)  in  the  above  given  Like  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  they  were 
sxtract  from  the  Four  Masters,  where  both  fitted  by  broken  fortunes  and  po- 
be  is  stated  have  fallen  fighting  for  litical  difficulties,  to  embark  in  any  en- 
Mac  Murcadha.  terprize,  however,  desperate,  which  held 

n  The  children  of  on*  mother.  They  forth  a  prospect  of  speedy  relief  and 
were  the  sons  of  Nesta,  the  beautiful  change. — See  Moore's  History  of  Ireland. 
Distress  of  Henry  I.  This  lady,  after  n  The  summer  then  ensuing.  Fita- 
jeparating  from  her  royal  lover,  mar-  Stephen  did  not  arrive  in  Ireland  until 
•ied  Gerald,  Governor  of  Pembroke,  the  beginning  of  the  second  next  sum- 
Hid  Lord  of  Carew,  by  whom  she  had  mer,  that  of  A.D.  1169. 
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Then,  having  ratified  all  hifl  covenants  with  these  people» 
Diannaid  sailed  homeward"  for  Ireland,  and  those  that  followed 
him  on  his  voyage,  were  but  few,  though  he  was  returning  to  a 
land  where  his  enemies  abounded,  and  his  friends  were  scarce. 
After  his  landing,  he  proceeded  secretly  to  Fenia  Mor  of  St 
Maedog,  and  placed  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  clergy 
and  brotherhood  of  that  monastery,  ana  there  he  dwelt  in  sad- 
ness and  obscurity  for  a  short  time^  until  the  summer  had  sot 
in. 


First  landing  of  Anglo-Normans  under  Robert  Fiíz^Stepht^  t* 

the  month  of  May,  A.  D.,  1169. 

In  due  time  Robert  Fitz-Stephen  arrived  in  Ireland,  in  fhlfil» 
ment  of  his  compact  with  Mac  Murcadha.    The  number  of  úm 
host  under  his  command  was  thirty  knights,  sixty  esquire^ 
and  three  hundred  footmen.     And  the  place  where  they  made*. 
their  landing  was  at  Cuan-an-bainbh,"  (Cboan-an*vonn£v\  on  the* 
south  coast  of  Loch  Garinan,  at  a  spot  which  is  oafied  Bag 
and  Bun.      This    took  place  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy,"  in  the  seventhyear  of  the 
reign  of  Buaidri  O'Concobair.    In  the  company  of  Robert  Ktz- 
Stephen,  there  was  also  on  that  expedition,  another  Knight  of 
distinction    who    was    named   Hcrvé    do  Monte-Marisoo,"  a 
nobleman  of  the  house   of  the  Earl   of  Strigul,   whom  the 
latter  had  sent  to  Ireland  before  himself  for  the  purpose  of 

77  Diarmaid  sailed  homeward.    This  sixty  men  at  arms,  and  three  hundred 

account,  given  by  Keating  of  the  few*  archers.    On  the  day  altar  bis  arrinlt 

ness  of  his  followers  on  his  homeward  he  was  joined  by  Maurice  de  Pksads> 

return,  is  exaggerated.    Though  prob-  cast,  a  gjentleman  of  Wales»  who  thai 

ably  none  of  the  Norman  mcu-atrarms  lauded  with  a  force  consisting  of  lei 

then  accompanied  him,  he  must  have  knights  and  sixty  archers.     Pierim 

been  accomoanicd  by  a  considerable  to  this,  we  read  of  the  arrival  of  a 

body  of  Welshmen,  under  that  son  of  the  fleet  of  the  Flemmingi,  who  "ess* 

King  of  Britain  whose  death  is  record-  from  England  in  the  aanjr  of  Mae 

ed  by  the  Four  Masters.    If  he  was  at  Murcadha»  to  contest  the  kingdom  of 

all  constrained  to  conceal  himself  at  Leinster  for  him.    They  were  oefssr/f 

Ferna,  or  Ferns,  it  could  not  have  been  men  dressed  in  coats  of  maiLr--Jfc*r 

for  many  week*,  for  he  made  head  Master». 

against  the  monarch  within  the  very  "  Sevmity — Oorreotlv:  sixtj-BJB*. 

year  of  his  return,  was  then  strong  "  Uervi  dc  Afta/t-Afiartsco.    Hs  SJ 

enough  to  secure  the  peaceable  nos-  also  called  Hcrvey  of  Mount  Hearis* 

scssit)n  of  part  of  his  former  territo-  and  was  the  paternal  undo  of  StnsW* 

riw  by  a  treaty  of  peace.  bow,  Earl  of  rembroke,  Hé  Is aside» 

"  CnnrwnJ>ainbh  ,•  i.  e..  the  harbor  have  been  a  person  ia  nee4y  evejsja» 

or  cn^ok  of  the  Sucking  Pig.     It  is  stances,  who,  without  arns  or  saesjt 

now  culled  Dannow,  in  the  county  Wei-  had  joined  in  this  expedition  aa  As 

ford.    Fitz-Stephen  had  with  him  on  emissary  of  his  nephew. 

this  occasion  a  force  of  thirty  Knights»  ,.               .  r 
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jaconaoitering  and  forming  an  estimate  of  this  country.  Then, 
when  they  had  arrived  at  the  above-named  place,  Bobert  tent 
a  message  to  Diarmaid,  thereby  informing  the  latter  of  hisarrivai 
in  Ireland.  Diarmaid  was  seized  with  joy  upon  receiving  the 
tidings  thereof;  and  he  marched  forth  immediately  followed  by 
Ave  hundred  warriors  to  meet  his  allies. 
_  Having  formed  a  junction  with  these,  both  he  and  his  confed- 
erates with  one  accord  determined  that  the  first  step  to  be  taken 
was  to  attack  and  gain  possession  of  Loch  Garman.*  Thither 
they  accordingly  marched,  but,  as  they  were  approaching  the 
town,  the  burgesses  adopted  the  counsel  of  making  their  sab» 
mission  to  Diarmaid  forthwith,  and  of  sending  lour  of  the 
nobles  of  their  town  to  that  prince  as  hostages,  in  pledge  of  their 
peaóeable  demeanor  towards  him,  and  of  their  paying  him  rent 
tad  fines,  and  doing  him  homage  as  their  liege  lord»  It  was 
fben  indeed  that  Diarmaid  fulfilled  his  promise  to  Bobert  Fits» 
Stephen,  by  granting  him  the  town  of  Loch  Garman,  together 
with  the  cantred  of  land  that  lay  next  thereto.     He  likewise 

Ented  the  two  cantreds  that  lay  next  to  this,1?  to  Hervó  de 
nte-Harisco,  thus  completing  the  engagements  which  he  had 
contracted  with  both  these  knignts  in  Britain. 
<  Having  arranged  these  matters,  Diarmaid  next  summoned 
together  a  general  muster  both  of  his  own  partizana  and  of  the 
strangers,  and  when  they  had  come  into  place,  the  number  of 
the  entire  host  there  assembled  was  three  thousand  men  in  all, 
counting  both  the  Gauls  and  the  Gaels.  This  force  he  immedi- 
ately lea  into  Osraide,  which  he  commenced  to  plunder  and  de- 
vastate therewith ;  for  at  this  time  the  Ossorians  were  ruled  by 
Doqncadh,  son  of  Domnall  Beinhar,  who  had  been  his  inveterate 

•'  Loch- Garman  ;  otherwise  called  by  so  brave  a  resistance  that  he  was 
Loch  g-Carmann,  and  now  known  to  compelled  to  withdraw  his  troops  and 
the  English  as  the  town  of  Wexford*  content  himself  with  burning  the  ships 
This  place  was  then  one  of  the  mara-  then  lying  in  the  harbor.  Next  day, 
time  cities,  held  by  the  descendants  of  the  robber  chieftain  caused  masses  to  be 
the  Lochlannaigh,  or  Danes.  The  citi-  solemnly  said  in  his  camp,  and  was  pre- 
zens  did  not  submit  as  passively  as  the  paring  for  another  assault»  when  a 
above  giveu  account  would  imply.  For,  peace  was  made  between  the  citizens 
though  they  hod  fled  back  in  disorder,  and  their  enemies,  through  the  medium 
when  first  they  had  been  called  out  to  of  two  bishops,  and  the  town  was 
meet  their  foes—  frightened,  it  is  said,  at  thereupon  delivered  up  to  the  King  of 
the  armor  and  discipline  of  the  Nor-  Leinsterae  its  liege  lord. — See  Moor*. 
mans,  but  perhaps  also  by  the  nam-  M  The  two  cantreds  next  to  this.  These 
bers  of  the  Irish  force  that  followed  are  now  comprised  within  the  baronies 
Mac  Murcadha— they  immediately  of  Forth  and  Bargy,  whose  present  in- 
adopted  the  resolution  of  burning  their  habitants  are  chiefly  descendants  of  the 
suburbs;  and  when  Fitz-Stephen  led  Flemmings,  then  nlanted  in  the  ancient 
his  men  to  scale  their  walls,  he  was  met  Fotharta  of  the  O'Larkins. 
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enemy."  But,  as  he  was  thus  laying  waste  this  territory,  its 
chieftain,  finding  himself  unable  to  defend  it,  with  the  advice  of 
the  nobles  of  his  tribe,  adopted  the  resolve  of  sending  hostages 
to  Diarmaid  and  of  submitting  to  pay  him  chief-rent  It 
was  thus  that  Donncadh  prevented  Diarmaid  from  devastating 
Osraidc. 

But  now,  when  the  nobles  of  Ireland  had  heard"  of  the  ar- 
rival of  Diarmaid  and  the  Gauls,  and  had  been  informed  of  the 
success  of  their  united  forces,  they  proceeded  to  take  counsel 
with  fiuaidri  O'Concobnir,  who  at  that  time  had  taken  upon  him- 
self the  sovereignty  of  Ireland.  And  the  resolution,  which  they 
then  adopted  was  to  place  at  his  disposal  an  auxiliary  army, 
collected  from  all  the  principalities  of  Ireland. 

A  force  so  composed  was  accordingly  brought  together, 
whereupon  Ruaidri  marched  therewith  into  the  territory  of  Ui 
Kennsclaigh,  with  the  intention  of  expelling  both  Diarmaid  and 
the  strangers  out  of  Ireland.  But  as  soon  as  the  monarch  had  in* 
vaded  Lcinstcr,  Diarmaid  and  the  Gauls  and  all  of  the  Leinster- 
men  that  followed  his  standard,  retreated  into  certain  dark  woods 
and  fastnesses  that  lay  near  Fema  Mor  of  St  Maedog,  in  older 


"  His  inveterate  enemy.  lie  had  been  national  independence  Jron  the  N< 
one  of  the  first  to  turn  against  Diar-  mercenaries  of  the  King  of  Leinster.— 
maid.  He  had  also,  during:  the  previ-  Amongst  the  various  entries  under  tk 
ons  year,  in  a  paroxysm  of  jealousy,  or-  year  1169,  Ruaidrft  march  into  Lad- 
dered the  eyes  of  one  of  the  sons  of  the  ster,  and  the  peace  he  ooncraded  win 
King  of  Leinster,  named  Enda,  to  bo  Mac  Murcadha,  ii  thus  canerOr  set 
put  out.  This  barbarous  practice  was  down  by  our  annalists :  **  11»  Knar  of 
common  in  England  as  well  as  in  Ire-  Ireland  afterwards  proceeded  rate 
land  at  that  time. — "  Henry  the  Second,  Leinster;  and  Tigheraan  Ua  Rathe, 
in  his  excursion  into  Wales  in  11C4,  lord  of  Brefhi,  ana  Diarmaid  OUael- 
having  received  as  hostages  the  child-  scchlainn,  King  of  Temhair,  and  the 
rcn  of  the  noblest  families  of  that  coun-  foreigners  of  Ath-cliath,  went  to  meet 
try.  gave  orders  that  the  eyes  of  all  the  the  men  of  Monster,  Leinster  and  0s- 
malcs  should  be  rooted  out,  and  the  raide ;  and  they  set  nothing  by  the 
cars  and  noses  ofthefcmales  amputated.  Flcmmings;  and  Diarmaid  Mac  liar- 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  it  was  cadha  gave  his  son  as  a  hostage  to 
made  felony  (in  England)  <  to  cut  out  Ruaidri  Ua  Concobair."— FbvrJmv- 
any  person's  tongue,  or  to  put  out  his  ten. 

eyes;   crimes,  which,'  the  act  says,       In  the  prerloas  year,  Eri  had  seen  far 

'  were  very  frequent.'  "—Moore's  Histo-  the  last  time,  her  princes,  nobles  andpeo» 

ry  rf  Ireland.  Sec  also,  Lingard,  Hume,  pie  assembled  for  the  last  time  at  thft, 

tfc.  ancient  royal  fair  of  Talti,  which  •  wss 

**  When  the  nobles  of  Ireland  had  celebrated  on   this   occasion  br  tie 

heard,  tyc.    From  the  fact  that  Irish  King  of  Ireland,  and  thr  men  or  Left 

chief* urns  had  been  accustomed  to  cm-  Ouinn,  and  their  horses  and  earthy 

ploy  foreign  mercenaries  in  their  domes-  were  spread  out  from  Mnllach  Atí  (at* 

tic  wars,  neither  they  nor  the  monarch  the  Hill  of  Loyd,  near  KaUt)  to  jU 

Ruaidri  seem  to  have  been  conscious,  loch  Taftemi,"  towtheswnmitofTmt 

neither  now,  nor  long  after  the  present  town,  a  space  of  six  mfles.) 
time,  of  the  danger  that  threatened  their 
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to  save  himself  from  the  numerous  army  led  by  Buaidri.  Here- 
upon, when  Buaidri  perceived  that  his  enemies  had  no  intention 
of  giving  him  battle,  ho  sent  messengers  to  Bobert  Fitz-Stephen, 
commanding  him  to  leave  the  country,  on  the  grounds  that  he 
had  no  right  to  any  inheritance  therein.  But  to  these  messen- 
gers Fitz-Stephen  replied  that  he  would  never  forsake  the  lord 
with  whom  he  had  come  to  Ireland.  His  messenger*  returned 
in  due  time  to  Buaidri  with  this  answer ;  and  then,  when  he 
found  that  neither  Mac  Murcadha,  nor  the  Gauls  would  quit 
the  country  upon  any  condition,  he  prepared  to  fall  upon  them 
with  the  full  force  of  the  large  army  under  his  command,  and 
thus  to  crush  and  destroy  their  host.  However,  when  the  clergy 
of  Leinster  saw  that  the  country  was  in  danger  of  being  de- 
stroyed by  this  contest,  they  exerted  their  utmost  influence  to 
faring  about  a  peace  between  Buaidri  and  Diarmaid.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  conditions  upon  which  that  peace  was  finally 
concluded ;  to  wit,  the  kingdom  of  Leinster  was  to  be  left  to 
Diarmaid,  as  it  was  his  by  right  of  inheritance,  upon  condition 
that  he  would  do  homage  for  the  same  to  Buaidri  as  his  liege 
lord,  and  submit  to  his  authority,  just  as  all  the  kings,  that  had 
ruled  Leinster  before  him,  had  "been  wont  to  submit  to  all  the 
monarchs  of  Ireland,  who  had  preceded  Buaidri.  Then  as  a 
surety  for  his  observance  of  the  peace  thus  concluded,  Diarmaid 
gave  one  of  his  own  sons,  named  Art,*  to  Buaidri  as  his  host- 
age. Upon  his  part,  Buaidii  promised  to  give  his  own  sister 
in  marriage  to  Diarmaid.  Upon  the  completion  of  tfyese  condi- 
tions, they  separated  from  one  another  in  peace.  But  before 
they  did  so,  Diarmaid  promised  Buaidri  that  he  would  bring 
over  no  more  Gauls  into  Ireland. 

Arrival  of  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  conclusion  of  this  peace,  when  Maur- 
ice Fitz-Gerald  arrived  in  Ireland,  both  in  fulfilment  of  his  own 
compact  with  Mac  Murcadha,  and  in  order  to  receive  the  re- 
ward which,  during  the  past  harvest,  the  latter  had  promised  to 
l>estow  upon  him,  and  upon  Bobert  Fitz-Stephen,  provided  they 
would  come  to  Ireland  to  aid  him  in  the  recovery  of  his  own 
territories.     The  force  that  followed  Maurice  upon  this  occasion, 

•*  Named  Art.    According    to    tlie  his  country  to  implant  his  foreign  allies 

Four  Masters,  the  name  of  this  son  in  the  land,  by  the  snbjngation  of  the 

would  appear  to  have  been  Concobar.  Danish  feudatories  of  the  kingdom  of 

After  this  unfortunate  treaty  was  con-  Leinster,  as  well  as  the  refractory  tribes 

eluded,  Ruaidri   drew  off  his  army,  of  his  own  kindred, 
thus  allowing  the  treacherous  enemy  of 
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Mor,H  Labraidh  Loingaech,  Laegari  Larc  and  Iugspii  Mor,  and 
all  the  other  kings  of  this  line  who  preceded  them  upon  the 
Irish  throne.    Therefore  did  he  say  to  himself  that  no  Jring  of 
these  had  ever  possessed  any  greater  power  to  uphold  him  in 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  than  what  he  had  then  at  his 
own  disposal    For  this  reason  he  took  both  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald 
And  Robert  Fitz-Stephen  into  a  private  place,  and  there  ac- 
quainted them  with  ids  secret  desires  upon  this  sutgect,  and  he 
tusked  their  advice  as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  furtherance 
thereof  These  men  thereupon  answered  him  with  one  accord,  and 
«ssured  him  that  it  would  be  easy  for  him  to  accomplish  bis  ob- 
ject, if  he  were  only  willing  to  send  to  Saxon-land  for  more  men. 
JiCac  Muroadha  then  desired  them  to  send  messengers  thither 
immediately,  with  instructions  to  invite  over  all  their  kinsmen 
«md  companions;  and  he  added  that  he  would  give  his  own 
«laughter  as  wife  either  to  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald,  or  to  Robert 
l?itz-Stophens ;  but  neither  of  them  would  consent  to  take  her, 
"because  they  remembered  that  he  had  previously  promised  her 
to  the  Earl  of  Strigul,  with  the  kingdom  of  Leinster  .for  her 
"portion,  as  the  reward  of  that  Earl's  aiding  him  in  recovering 
the  sovereignty  of  his  own  country.    Both  these  knights  con- 
eluded  by  advising  their  ally  to  write  to  the  said  earl  at  once, 
and  to  request  of  nim  to  come  over  to  Ireland  and  fulfill  his 
promises ;  u  And  explain  to  him,"  said  they,  "  that  thou  art 
prepared  to  fulfil  thy  part  of  the  engagement,  in  as  far  as  regards 
giving  him  thy  daughter  in  marriage,  and  with  her  the  King» 
dom  of  Leinster  after  thy  own  day ;  and  tell  him  moreover  thy 
prospects  of  subjecting  the  four  provinces  of  Ireland,  which 
thou  dost  not  yet  own,  to  thy  sovereignty  and  tribute. 

Mac  Murcadha  accordingly  despatched  a  letter  to  this  effect  to 
the  earl  of  Strigul.  And  when  the  bearer  thereof  had  reached 
him,  and  when  he  had  read  the  letter,  and  had  heard  of  the 
great  power,  which  Mac  Murcadha,  Robert  Fitz-Stephen,  and 
Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  had  acquired  in  Ireland,  he  set  out  imrne- 

69  Cathaeir  Mor,  fyc.  Mr.  Moore  as-  more  admissible,  for  his  claim  to  the 
sames,  in  one  of  the  notes  to  his  History  sovereignty  on  the  ground  of  his  des- 
of  Ireland,  that  it  was  in  right  of  his  cent  from  Cathaeir  Mor,  his  twenty- 
maternal  descent  from  Murkertach  Mor  second  ancestor,  was  just  as  legitimate 
O'Briain,  that  Diarmaid  then  laid  in  Brehon  law,  as  those  of  Brian  Bor- 
claim  to  the  Irish  monarchy.  But,  had  omha,  or  of  Tordelbach,  the  father  of 
he  considered  the  usages  of  the  ancient  Ruaidri,  the  actual  king.  Mac  Mur- 
Irish,  he  would  have  understood  that  a  cadha  was  himself  aware  of  this,  and, 
claim  so  founded  would  not  be  acknowl-  ruthless  destroyer  as  he  was,  he  may  be 
eged  by  a  single  Ollamh,  Brethemh  or  supposed  to  have  known  his  country- 
Bard  of  the  Gaels,  however  plausible  men  well  enough  not  to  have  shocked 
it  might  seem  to  Mac  Murcadna's  for-  their  hereditary  prejudices  by  wantonly 
eign  friends.  Keating's  account  is  then  advancing  any  other. 
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engage  his  assailants  in  the  field,  he  began  to  retreat  with  his 
face  to  the  foe,  towards  the  entrenchment  which  he  had  previ- 
basly  constructed.  However,  upon  finding  his  enemies  press- 
ing upon  his  rear,  he  turned  upon  his  pursuers  with  hardinood, 
and  flinging  himself  upon  them,  he  made  an  incredible  slaught- 
er of  that  large  host  of  the  Gaels,  00  that,  besides  what  he  killed, 
he  maimed  and  wounded*  five  hundred  of  their  men  in  the  course 
of  that  one  hoar. 

Arrival  of  Richard  de  Clare,  Earl  of  Strigul  and  Pembroke — com- 

monly  called  Earl  Strongbow,  A.  D.  1170 

On  the  approach  of  the  feast  of  St  Bartholemew,  the  Earl  of 
Strigul  arrived  in  Ireland  in  person  ;  and  the  number  of  his  fol- 
lowers was  two  hundred  Knights,  and  one  thousand  Esquires, 
archera  and  soldiers  of  every  other  description.  And  the  place 
Brhere  ne  cast  anchor  was  in  the  harbor  of  Port  Lam. 

When,  indeed,  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  of  Strigul 
aad  spread  throughout  Ireland,  Mao  Murcadha,  attended  07 
ihe  nobles  of  Leinster,  together  with  Robert  Fitz-Stephens, 
Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  and  Raymond  le  Gros  came  to  meet  him, 
Rill  of  joy  and  hope.  Next  day  they  marched  by  common  con- 
sent to  attack  ana  capture  Port  Lam,"  and  when  they  had 
x>me  under  that  city,  they  set  themselves  determinately  about 
taking  it  by  a  simultaneous  assault  And  then,  in  addition  to 
the  hardships  which  they  had  previously  inflicted  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  this  city,  having  taken  the  walls  by  storm,  they 

"  H*  maimed  and  wounded,  tyc.    Of  inhabitants  of  this  city  had  previously 
these,  seventy  of  the  principal  citizens  allowed  themselves  to  be  shamefully 
of   Port  Largi,  or  Waterford,  were  beaten  by  the  small  band  of  Raymond, 
taken  prisoners  in  the  rout    For  their  and  had  allowed  him  to  remain  for  three 
ransom  large  sums  of  money  were  of-  months  unmolested  in  their  neighbor- 
fered  by  their  fellow-citizens,  who  even  hood,  they  now  made  a  rather  vigorous 
proffered  to  surrender  their  city  itself  resistance  to  the  more  formidable  army 
to  the  strangers  as  the  price  of  their  of  Strongbow.  With  the  aid  of  O'Fae- 
friends'  liberation.    But  their  fate  was  lain,  prince  of  the  Desi,  they  twice  re- 
left  to  a  council  of  war,  where,  by  the  pulsed  their  assailants.       At  length 
persuasion  of  HervédeMonte-Marisco,  Raymond  le  Gros,  perceiving  a  small 
and  against  the   will  of  Raymond,  it  house  projecting  on  timber  props  from 
was  determined  that  they  should  be  the  east  angle  of  the  wall,  ordered  some 
executed,  for  the  purpose  of  "  striking  of  his   knights  to  hew  down  these 
terror  into  the  Irish."    They  were  ac-  props,  so  that  the  house  fell,  and  with 
cordingly  borne  away  to  the  rocks,  and  it  part  of  the  wall.    A  breach  being 
there  most  cruelly  put  to  death,  by  first  thus  opened,  the  troops  poured  into  the 
breaking  their  limbs,  and  then  casting  city,  and  there  took  dreadful  revenge 
them    headlong    into  the    sea. — See  for  the  resistance  they  had  encountered 
Moore.  by  a  general  slaughter  of  all  whom 
"  Port  Largi  captured.  Though  the  they  met — St$  Moon. 
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peaceful  settlement  from  the  earl,  and  to  him  the  said  archbishop 
•promised  large  presents  and  hostages  from  the  folk  of  the  city, 
provided  he  would  grant  them  peace  and  protection.  However, 
whilst  they  were  arranging  the  terms  upon  which  they  required 
peace  was  to  have  been  ratified,  Raymond  le  Groá  accompanied 
by  Milo  de  Gogan,  and  a  number  of  other  young  knights,  who 
were  stationed  upon  the  other  side  of  the  city,  found  means  of 
effecting  a  breach  in  its  fortifications,  through  which  they  made 
an  entry  and,  rushing  upon  the  inhabitants,  slaughtered  every 
person  upon  whom  they  could  lay  hands  therein.  Having 
thus  gained  possession  of  Ath-diatn,"  they  made  but  a  short 
stay  in  that  place.  However,  the  earl  left  Milo  de  Cogan,  and 
a  certain  number  of  his  armed  followers  to  hold  possession  of 
the  city  as  its  garrison. 

Then  Mac  Murcadha,  cherishing  vengeance  and  hatred  to- 
wards O'Ruairc,  King  of  Brefhi,  led  the  united  armies  of  the 
Gauls  and  Gaels  into  the  country  of  that  prince,  and  he  soon 
succeeded  in  plundering  and  burning  the  territories  of  Brefni, 

inanity,  however  advanced  in  civiliza-  tie  between  them  for  the  space  of  three 

tkm,  and  public  virtue."    Speaking  of  days,    until    lightning    burned  Ath- 

tbe  present  taking  of  Dublin,  we  read  efiath  ;  for  the  Danes  of  that  fortress 

thai» "  in  the  midst  of  the  slaughter  had  deserted  from  the  Oonnanghtmen 

and  massacre,  the  great  and  good  St.  and  the  people  of  Loth  Goinn.     A 

Lawrence  (Lorcan)  was  seen  expos-  miracle  was  now  wrought  against  the 

ing    himself   to   every  danger,   and  Danes  of  Ath-cliath,  for  Mac  Murcad- 

eren,  as  his  biographer  describes  him,  ha  and  the  Saxons  acted  treacherously 

dragging  from  the  enemies'  hands  the  towards  them;  and  made  a  slaughter  of 

palpitating   bodies   of  the  slain,  to  them  in  the  middle  of  their  own  fop- 

liave  them  decently  interred.     He  also  tress,  and  carried  off  their  cattle  and 

succeeded  at  great  risk  in  prevailing  their  goods,  in  consequence  of  the  vio- 

on  the  new  authorities  to  retain  most  lation  of  their  word  to  the*nen  of  Ire- 

of  the  clergy  in  their  situations,  and  land. 

recovered  from    the   plunderers    the  "An  army  was  led  by  Mac  Murcadha 

books  and  ornaments  belonging  to  the  and  his  knights  into  Meath  and  Bref- 

several  churches." — Moors.  ni,  and  they  plundered  Cluain-Iraird, 

"  Ath-cliath  taken.    The  state  of  dis-  and  burned  fcenannus,  Kill  Taltcnn, 

cord  and  anarchy  that  ensued  after  the  Dubadh,  Slani,  Tuilen,  Kill  Sgiri,  and 

taking  of  Dublin,  may  be  estimated  by  Disert  Kiarain  ;  and  they  afterwards 

the  following  extracts  from  the  entries  made  a  predatory  incursion  into  Tir 

of  some  of  the  events  of  the  year  1170.  Briuin  (Bremi),  and  carried  off  many 

By  them  may  be  seen  that  the  powerful  prisoners  and  cows  to  their  camp." 

toparchs  of   Meath,    Oirghialla,  and  The  hostages  of  Diarmaid  Mac  Mur- 

Thomond,  had  then  thrown  off  their  cadha,  were  put  to  death  by  Ruaidri 

submission  to  the  Irish  monarch.  "  An  OConcobair,King  of  Ireland,  at  Ath- 

anny  was  led  by  Ruaidri,  King  of  Ire-  Luain  ;  namely,  Concobar,  son  of  Diar- 

land ;  O'Ruairc,  lord  of  Brefni ;  and  maid,  and  Diarmaid's  grandson,  the  son 

O'Kerbaill,  lord  of  Oirghialla,  against  of  Domnall    Caemhonach ;    and    Ua 

the  Leinstermen  and  their  foreign  al-  O'Caellaighe,  the  son  of  his  foster* 

ties ;  and  there  was  a  challenge  of  bat-  brother. 
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land,  together  with  the  burgesses  of  Loch  Garman,  to  present  him 
with  their  homage,  and  to  do  him  honor.  Thither,  also,  came 
Diarmaid  Mac  Garthaigh,  king  of  Corcach,1*  who  there  made  act 
of  homage  and  vassalage  in  his  presence.  The  king  proceeded 
to  Cashel,  and  thither  Domnall  6'Briain  came  to  meet  him,  and 
to  make  act  of  homage  and  vassalage  similar  to  that  which  Mac 
Carthaigh  had  already  made.  Upon  this,  Henry  placed  a  garri- 
son of  his  own  men  in  Gorcach,  and  Luimnecn.  After  these, 
the  other  nobles  of  Minister  presented  him  with  like  acts  of 
homage  and  honor.  He  then  returned  to  Port  Largi,  where 
he  was  met  by  the  king  of  Osraide,  who  made  his  submission 
after  the  example  of  the  other  kings.  The  king  tiext  marched 
to  the  city  of  Ath-cliath,  whither  the  Gaels  of  Leinster  came  to 
par  him  like  acts  of  homage,  and  to  do  him  honor. 

Now,  indeed,  when  Kuaidri  O'Concobair,  king  of  Connaught 
and  of  the  greater  part  of  Ireland,  had  perceived  that  the  majori- 

An  army  was  led  by  Ua  Ruairc,  making'  their  submission  to  Henry,  did 

with  the  men  of  Brefm  Oirphialla,  a  not  consider  that  they  were  thereby 

Moond  time,  to  Ath-cliath,  wnere  they  making  orer  to  the  head  of  a  company 

■side  battle  with  Milo  de  Cogan  ana  of  mooopolixing  land-jobbers  the  ter- 

Ms  knights,  in  which  battle  the  men  ritorial  property  of  the  several  tribes 

of  Brefni  and  Oirghialla  were  defeat-  of  Saer  Clanna,  or  Free  Clans,  of  which 

ed;  and  Aedh,  son  of  Tigfaernan  Ua  they  were  but  the  temporary  jpardi- 

Raairc,  and  the  grandson  of  Diarmaid  ana.     They  could  not  transmit  any 

Ua  Coinn,were  slain,  with  many  others,  such  exclusive  property  in  these  lanA 

A  predatory  incursion  was  made  by  to  their  own  children,  and  very  proha- 
the  son  of  the  carl,  and  he  plundered  bly  deemed  that,  in  doing  homage  to 
the  churches  of  Magh  Laighen,  and  Bfenry,  they  but  yielded  to  a  temper- 
many  oftheUi  Faclam. — A  predatory  ary  emergency  in  performing  an  idle 
incursion  was  made  by  the  son  of  the  ceremony,  all  consequences  of  which 
earl,  in  which  he  plundered  Cluain  would  pass  away,  as  soon  as  the  im- 
Conari,  Galinni,  and  Lathrach  Briuin.  mediate  political  pressure  should  be 

The  fleet  of  Connaught  upon  the  removed.  Such  submissions  were  cus- 
Sinainn  and  upon  Loch  Deirg-deirc  tomary  amongst  their  own  nation — for 
from  [the  season  of]  Samhain  to  Bel-  example,  such  was  that  of  Maelsech- 
tani.— A  peace  was  made  by  Domnall  lainnMorto  Brian  Boromha-r-and  such 
Breaghach  with  Ua  Ituairc,  and  the  had  been  the  submissions  and  the  host- 
people  of  East  Mcath  came  into  his  ages  delivered  from  time  immemorial 
[Ua  Ruairc  s]  house.  bv  the  weaker  to  the  more  powerful 

The  King  of  England,  the  second  chieftains.    They  affected  these  chiofe 

Henry,  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aqui-  themselves  personally,  but  rarely  dis- 

taine,  and  Earl   of  Andegavia,  and  turbed   [except  in  case  of  thorough 

Lord  of  many  other  countries,  came  to  conquest]   the  free  ownership  of  their 

Ireland  this  year.    Two  hundred  and  kinsmen  in  the  common  inheritance  of 

forty  was  the  number  of  his  shins,  and  the  lands  of  their  tribes.    The  event  has 

he  put  in  at  Port  Largi." — jP.  m.  turned  out  otherwise  than  these  chiefs 

"•  King  of  CorcaJt,  i.  e„  king  of  had  then  expected,  and  their  cowardly 

Desmond,  of  which  Corcach  or  Cork  temporizing  has  been  punished  by  the 

was  the  most  important  city.    There  almost  total  conversion  of  their  several 

can  be  no  doubt  but  that  Mac  Cart-  descendants  into  the  class  of  Helots  in 

haigh  and  the  other  Irish  toparchs,  in  the  land  of  their  inheritance. 
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~xras  to  send  a  large  body  of  his  people  before  him  into  his  king- 
dom, and  to  have  himself  follow  them  very  soon  after.  This  resolve 
.  ^rnfl  then  put  into  execution ;  and  King  Henry  remained  behind  a 
3ittle  longer,  engaged  in  placing  garrisons  and  wardens  of  his  own 
over  Ireland :  for,  when  it  was  time  for  himself  to  return  to  Saxon- 
land,  he  appointed  certain  persons  to  hold  possession  of  the  coun- 
try in  his  stead.    Thus,  he  left  Hugo  de  Lacv  in  Meath,  with  a 
force  consisting  of  twenty  knights,  und  he  likewise  granted  this 
territory*  as  a  perpetual  fief  to  Hugo,  and  his  posterity.    More- 
over, he  left  the  city  of  Ath-oliath  under  the  wardenship  of  Robert 
ffitz-Stephen  and  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald,  under  whose  command 
he  left  twenty  knights  and  their  several  followers.    Loch  Gar- 
man,  also,  he"  left  to  the  care  of  William  Fite- Aldelm,  Philip  de 
Hastings,  and  Philip  de  Brus,  with  whom  he  likewise  left  twenty 
knights.    Port  Largi  he  left  in  charge  to  Humphrey  de  Bohun, 
Hugo  de  Gundeville,  and  Robert  Fitz-Barnard,  and  under  them 
he  left  forty  knights. 

From  this  last  place,  the  king  sailed  for  Saxon-land,*  and  there, 
as  soon  as  he  came  into  -the  presence  of  the  cardinals,  he  offered 
to  the  Pope  whatever  award  he  would  be  pleased  to  demand, 
both  as  an  eric  for  the  murder  of  St  Thomas — though  he  had. 
himself  had  no  secret  participation4  therein — and  as  a  means  of 
bringing  about  a  settlement  oetween  himself  and  the  king  of 
France,  for  Henry  was  then  at  war  with  that  monarch. 

*  Orcmied  this  territory. — That  is,  he  iiig  compassed  the  inurder  of  this  great 

made  his  vassal,  De  Lacy,  feudal  land-  man  as  well  as  rood  and  holy  prelate, 

lord  of  the  tribe-lands  of  the  Clann  Other  writers  have,  however,  proved 

Colmain  and  their  correlatives.    This  less  indulgent  to  his  royal  memory, 

was  one  of  the  first  consequences  of  the  and  he  now  stands  in  history  as  fully 

dastardly  homage  of  the  Irish  chiefs  to  convicted    of  having  instigated    the 

the  invader,  and  one  of  the  first  steps  martyrdom  of  St  Thomas  of  Canter- 

towards  converting  the  Saer  Clanna  bury,  as  if  that  base  deed  had  been 

into  serfs  of  feudal  lords  of  foreign  done  in  his  presence,  and  at  his  express 

race,  and,  finally,  to  what  is  worse  than  command. 

the  serfs  of  any  feudal  lord — the  rack-  The  proceedings  of  King  Henry, 
rented  tenants  and  cotters  of  the  land-  during  liis  seven  months'  stay  in  Ire- 
usurers,  whom  modern  civilization  and  land,  though  copiously  treated  of  by 
enlightened  legislation  has  introduced  English  and  foreign  writers,  have  been 
into  the  places  of  the  feudal  barons  of  passed  over  in  silence  by  most  of  our 
old.  native  chroniclers.     Under  the  vear 

*  The  king  sailed  for  SaxonUand,  1172,  they  relate  that  the  brave  ligh- 

Henry  set  sail  from  Wexford  on  East-  ernan  Ua  Ruairc,  lord  of  Brefni,  was 

er  Monday,  being  the  17th  of  -April,  treacherously  slain  at  Tlactga  by  Hugo 

1172,  and  arrived,  on  the  same  day,  at  de  Lacy  and  Doranall,  son  of  Annadh 

Portfinnan,  in  Wales.  Ua  Ruairc,  one  of  his  own  tribe;  and 

4  No  secret  participation,  Ac.     Dr.  that  he  was  then  beheaded,  and  carried 

Keating,  in  the  superabundance  of  ignomoniously  to  Dublin,  where  his 

charity,  or  of  his  respect  for  royalty,  head  was  placed  over  the  town  gate, 

would  exonerate  Henry  II  from  hav-  and  his  body  gibbotted,  with  the  feet 
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^ritk  the  consent  of  the  true  nobles  of  Ireland  ;•  for  thes?,  having 
'been  quarreling  among  one  another'  for  the  masterdom  of  Ireland 

«rrer  them,  or  of  the  proprietorship  of  people  up  to  the  present  day.    That 

any  portion  of  the  tribe-land,  which  the  latter  has  not  been  so,  one  need 

was  the  common  property  of  the  said  only  now  visit  the  wretched  homes  of 

kindred,  to  any  other.  the  down-trodden  peasantry  of  Ireland, 

•  With  the  content  of  the  true  noble*  the  purlieus  of  her  towns  and  cities, 
tf  Ireland.  This  assertion  is  perfectly  and  those  bastiks  for  the  starring  and 
absurd.  Who  were  those  nobles,  who  the  helpless,  where  the  surplus  multi- 
sb  deputed  a  deposed  prince  to  deliver  tade— of  old  so  much  more  honorably 
the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  to  a  foreign-  cleared  off  upon  the  battle  field— are 
erf  It  was,  certainly,  not  his  van-  to-day  as  eflectuafly  dispatched  by 
quisher,  Diarmaid,  son  of  Mael-na-m-  a  lingering  and  ignoble  death.  That 
bo,  then  at  the  height  of  his  power,  and  neither  the  contrast  between  the  social 
striving  for  the  Irish  monarchy ;  it  state  of  Ireland  and  the  rest  of  Bo- 
was  not  Aedh  of  the  Broken  spear,  rope,  nor  the  personal  character  of 
king  of  Connaught,  to  whom  Dona-  Henrvj  could  tnen  have  afforded  any 
eadn  had  made  his  personal  submission  palliation  of  the  fraud  and  robbery 
in  1059 ;  neither  was  it  Ardgar  Mao  committed  oa  the  Irish,  the  following 
Lochlainn,  king  of  Ailech,  the  head  paragraph  from  a  recent  publication 
of  the  Northern  Ui  Neill,  who  had  succmtly  proves,  from  well  established 
never  submitted,  either  to  Donncadh,  facts  >— *  The  disunion  among  the  na- 
or  Diarmaid,  son  of  Mael-na-m-bo,  tive  princes  of  Ireland  at  this  era,  does 
and  who  was  as  much  king  of  Ire-  not  appear  to  have  been  more  wide- 
land  as  either  of  them  in  the  half  of  spread  than  among  other  European 
Ireland,  called  Leth  Cuinn ;  nor  yet  nations.  Thus,  Sismondi  teQs  us,  that 
can  we  suppose  that  his  nephew,  Tor-  about  the  same  period,  France  was  di- 
delbaoh  O'Briain,  then  king  of  Mun-  vided  between  three  foreign  domiaa» 
eter,  would  have  delegated  any  such  tions.  There  was,  on  the  west»  an 
commission  to  the  instigator  of  his  English  France ;  on  the  east,  a  Ger» 
father's  murder  and  to  his  own  personal  man;  and,  on  the  south,  a  Spanish 
enemy.  This  consent  must  then  be  France.  For  instances  of  domestic 
considered  as  a  clumsy  addendum  to  dissensions,  we  have  to  travel  no  far- 
the  original  fiction,  whereby  a  forged  ther  than  the  family  of  the  first  of  the 
title  to  the  sovereign  proprietorship  of  Plantagenets,  whose  son  Geoffroy, 
Ireland  was  made  out  for  the  murderer  count  of  Brittany,  when  supplicated, 
of  St  Thomas.  by  the  most  sacred  things,  to  spare 

T  Quarreling  amongst  themselves,  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  relinquish 
There  would  be  some  excuse  for  the  the  crime  of  Absalom,  replied — "  11  est 
fraudulent  robbery  of  the  Irish  people,  dans  la  destinie  de  notre  famille  que 
then  commenced,  were  that  nation  a  nons  ne  nous  aimions  pas  Tun  l'antre. 
very  flagrant  exception  to  the  general  C'est  lá  notre  heritage,  et  aucun  de 
state  of  things  in  other  European  nous  nV  renoncera  Jamais"  [It  is  part 
countries  at  that  epoch — it  might  have  of  the  destiny  of  our  family  not  to  love 
been  an  excuse,  were  the  deputed  paci-  one  another.  That  is  our  birthright, 
Acator  otherwise  either  a  good  man,  or  and  not  one  of  us  will  resign  our  right 
an  enlightened  legislator,  and  the  de-  thereto.]  King  Henry  II.  died  cursing 
scendants  of  the  robbed  of  that  period  himself  and  his  rebellious  children, 
might,  perhaps,  now  forget,  ana  even  All  the  entreaties  of  the  bishops  and 
be  thankful  for  the  wrong  then  perpe-  ecclesiastics,  by  whom  he  was  sur- 
trated  upon  their  ancestors,  had  any  rounded  on  his  death  bed,  could  not 
better  state  of  social  existence  been  induce  him  to  revoke  his  fearful  male- 
introduced  amongst  the  mass  of  their  dictions.    "  Honte,"  s'ecriaitil, "  honte 
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(this  John,  already  mentioned)  read  to  them  the  charter  by 
which  the  Pope  had  granted  Ireland  to  the  second  Henry  and 
to  his  posterity,  subject  to  the  several  conditions  which  that 
document  specified.  Then,  when  the  clergy  had  considered 
over  these  conditions,  they  all  not  only  assented  thereto,  but 
they  gave  their  several  written  signatures*  to  that  same  John  iu 
testimony  thereof  With  these,  John  returned  to  Saxon-land  to  his 
king,  who  sent  him  off  forthwith  to  the  Pope  with  his  news. 
Thereupon,  the  Pope,  upon  seeing  the  consent  of  the  Irish  clergy, 
sent  a  ring  to  the  second  Henry  as  a  token  of  the  tatter's  right  to 
own  Ireland. 

Bellarmine  agrees  with  the  account  just  given,  where  he 
speaks  as  follows :  "  Pope  Adrianus  the  Fourth,  an  English- 
man by  his  nation,  a  wise  and  pious  man,  granted  the  island  of 
Hibemia  to  Henricus  the  Second,  king  of  the  Angli,  upon  the 
express  condition  that  he  should  implant  virtue  in  that  island, 
ana  eradicate  the  vices  thereof;  that  he  should  preserve  inviolate 
all  its  ecclesiastical  privileges,  and  should  take  care  that  one  dena~ 
rius  were  paid  to  St.  Peter  every  year  out  of  every  house  therein. 
This  diploma  is  extant  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  Annals  of 
Cardinal  Baronius.m• 

Stanihurst  confirms  the  same  fact  in  his  Chronicle,  where  he 
relates  that  Henry  the  Second  had  procured  from  the  Pope. 
Adrianus,  a  bull,  in  which  the  clergy  and  nobility  of  Ireland 
were  commanded,  under  pain  of  excommunication,11  to  give 

9  Affixed    their   signatures   thereto.        "  Under  pain  of  excommunication. 

This  was  done  at  the  synod  of  the  "  Some  have  attempted  to  cast  doubts 

Irish  clergy,  or,  rather,  of  part  of  the  upon  the  authenticity  of  the  two  bulls 

Irish  clergy,  held  at  Cashef  during  the  procured  by  the  artifices  and  agents 

stay  of  Henry  II.  in  Ireland.  As  told  in  of  Henry,  but  they  produce  no  argu- 

the  text,  the  story  conveys  an  imputa-  ments  in  support  of  their  view,  which 

turn  upon  the  Irish  clergy,  which  they  is  simply  and  sufficiently  refuted  by 

did  not  merit.    It  is  true  that  many  O'Halloran  in  his  history  of  Ireland, 

of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  lay  chieftains,  when  he  says, '  We  have  every  reason 

meanly  complied  with  the  requisitions  to  think  them  genuine.    They  were 

of  their  country's  invader,  and  yielded  published  in  the  lifetime  of  Alexander 

to  superior  force,  at  Cashel ;  but  they  by  Cambrensis  fan  ecclesiastic),  who, 

were  not  guilty  of  plotting,  beforehand,  though  in  most  instances  as  devoid  of 

with  foreigners,  for  their  nation's  ruin,  truth  and  candor  as  any  one  that  ever 

"  Adrianus  Quartus,  Papa,  natione  took  up  the  pen,  yet  would  not  pre* 

Anglus,  vir  sapiens  et  pius,  Hiberniie  sume,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  pub- 

insuJam,  Henrico  Secundo  regi  Anglo-  lish  a  bull  as  Alexander's,  if  he  were 

mm  concessit  eá  conditione,  ut   in  not  well  authorized  so  to  do ;  and  the 

ea  insula  virtutes  plantaret  et  vitia  authenticity  of  this  confirms  that  of 

eradicaret  et  jura  ecclesiastica  illibata  the  other.'    Of  the  effect  produced  iu 

servaret  et  a  singulis  domibus  quotan-  aid  of  the  Norman  arms  by  those 

nis  denarium  sancto  Petro  pendi  cura-  bulls,  we  find  the  following  testimony 

ret.    Extat  diploma  Tom.  XIL  Car-  in  the  well-known  letter  of  O'Niall,  in 

dinalis  Baronii.  1330,  to  Pope  John,  asking  his  help 
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such  information  to  the  Pope,  had  asserted  what  was  filse,  in 
feet;  for  it  is  evident  that  the  religion,  which  St.  Patrick  formerly 
introduced  into  Ireland  had  never  fallen  into  decay  down  to 
that  time.  Of  the  truth  of  this,  many  trustworthy  authors,  be- 
longing to  foreign  nations,  have  borne  testimony  from  age  to 
age :  for,  notwithstanding  that  Bede  relates,  in  his  History  of  the 
Saxons,  that  there  had  been  a  schism  amongst  the  Saxon  clergy 
relative  to  the  celebration  of  Easter,  and  that  some  of  the  Iron 
clergy  were  once  defiled  by  the  heresy  of  Pelagius,  it  is,  never- 
theless, proved  that  the  majority  of  the  Irish  church  was  free 
from  both  these  stains.  And  then,  in  as  far  as  regards  the  con- 
dition of  the  Faith  during  the  period  that  elapsed  from  the  days 
of  Brian  Boromha  to  the  Anglo-Norman  invasion,  it  is  clearly 
manifest  that  the  Christian  religion  was  then  full  of  life  and 
vigor  in  Ireland.  It  was,  therefore,  not  true  for  those,  who  had 
{persuaded  the  Pope  that  religion  was  prostrate  in  Ireland,  At  the 
time  when  he  granted  it  to  Henry  the  Second.  In  testimony  of 
the  truth  of  what  I  have  just  asserted.  I  shall  here  cite  the  fol- 
lowing examples. 

•  In  the  first  place,  it  is  evident  that  the  Faith  was  then  full  of 
life  in  this  country,  from  the  fact  that,  previous  to  the  invasion, 
numbers  of  the  highest  of  the  Irish  nobles  were,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  habit  of  entering  some  of  the  principal  churches  of 
Ireland,  towards  the  close  of  their  lives,  and  of  ending  their  dayB 
therein  in  penitence  and  prayer.  Amongst  these  was  Flathber- 
tach  O'Neill,  who  is  called  Flathbertach  of  the  Pilgrim's  Staff, 
who,  having  first  commenced  a  course  of  penitence,  went  on  a 
pilgrimage  to  Rome,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  and 
twenty;  and  Donncadh,  son  of  Brian  Boromha,  went  likewise  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  Rome,  and  there  ended  his  life  penitently  in  the 
monastery  of  St.  Stephen;  and  Tadg  O'Lorcain,  king  of  Ui 
Kennselaigh,  who  closed  his  life  in  penitence  iu  the  church  of 
St.  Caeimghin,  at  Glenn-da-loch ;  and  Cathal,  son  of  Ruaidri, 
king  of  West  Connaught,  who  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life 

Eenitently  at  Ard  Macha ;  and  Murkertach  O'Briain,  king  of 
»eth  Mogha  and  of  the  greater  part  of  Ireland,  who  spent  five 
years  in  penitence  at  Ard  Maclia,  until  finally  he  died  there. 
And  so  it  was  with  a  great  many  others  of  the  true  nobility  of 
Ireland,  who  died  penitently,  and  like  devout  Catholics,  all 
along  from  the  time  of  Bruin  down  to  the  Anglo-Norman  inva- 
sion. Hence,  it  is  manifest  that  those  persons  who  persuaded 
Pope  Adrianus  the  Fourth  that  the  Catholic  Faith  was  not  kept 
up  in  Ireland  previous  to  the  landing  of  Gauls  therein,  had  told 
him  a  direct  falsehood. 
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Of  these,  the  first  council  was  that  held  in  the  flirt  year  of 
the  reign  of  Murkertach,  son  of  Brian,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  five,"  at  Fiadh-mio-Aengaaa, 
where  laws  and  regulations  were  instituted,  and  where  the  state 
of  religion  was  amended.  Another  general  council  was  held  in 
the  fifth  year1*  of  the  same  Murkertach,  on  which  occasion  both  the 
nobles  and  the  ecclesiastics  of  Ireland  assembled  at  Bath  BreaaQ, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten :  it 
was  here  that  the  extent  of  the  Irish  dioceses  was  laid  down  and 
their  several  boundaries  pointed  out;  it  was  here,  likewise,  as 
we  have  already  stated,  that  a  fixed  limit  was  put  to  the  number 
of  the  Irish  bishops. 

The  third  general  council  held  by  the  clergy  and  nobility  of 
Ireland,  was  that  of  Kenannus.  in  Meath,  at  which  presided  Cnris- 
tianus,  that  is,  Gilla-Crioet  O  Conari,  Bishop  of  lis  Mor,  and 
Papal  Legate  in  Ireland  at  that  time,  together  with  the  Cardinal, 
whose  name  was  Johannes  Papiron.  This  was  the  council  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  four  pallia^  that  is,  for 
instituting  four  archbishops  over  Ireland,  and  also  for  condemn- 
ing simony  and  usury:  for  enforcing  the  payment  of  tithes,  and 
for  putting  down  robbery,  and  violence,  and  lust,  and  bad 
morals,  ana  every  other  evil  thenceforth. 
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It  is  manifest  from  the  above  cited  facts,  that  the  Catholic 
Faith  was  still  alive  amongst  the  Irish,  immediately  before  the 
invasion  of  their  country  by  the  Anglo-Normans ;  and,  what- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  evil  habits  of  the  Gaels  previous  to  the 
landing  of  these  foreigners  on  their  shores,  it  is  equally  manifest 
that  there  arrived  with  that  invasion,  five  men  amongst  its  chief- 
tains, who  committed  more  evil  deeds,  than  all  the  Gaels  that  had 
lived  from  the  days  of  Brian  Boromha  to  their  own — I  mean,  in 
as  far  as  regards  the  plundering  of  churches  and  ecclesiastics,  the 
commission  of  base  acts  of  treachery  and  blood,  and  the  exercise 
of  outrageous  tyranny.  The  following  are  the  names  of  those 
five:    The  Earl  of  Strigul  (called  StrongDow),   Robert  Fitz- 


ff  On*  hundred  and  Jive,  &c.  It  was 
held  in  the  year  1111,  as  before  shown 
hi  these  notes.  Neither  this  nor  the 
jear  mentioned  above  was  the  first  of 
the  reign  of  Murkertach.  This  synod 
was  held  in  the  13th  year  of  his  reign, 
as  said  reign  is  computed  by  O'Flaherty . 
41 


■  The  fifth  year,  u  e.t  perhaps  five 
years  after  the  former,  being  the  21st 
year  of  said  reign,  or  in'  1115-1116, 
when  Murkertach  partially  recovered 
from  his  illness,  and,  haying  made  his 
brother  Diarmaid  prisoner,  resumed 
his  kingdom  for  a  abort  time. 
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The  same  chronicler  informs  us  that  William  FitzAldelm  was  • 
a  w  deceitful,  treacherous,  and  evil -minded  man;"  and  he  sets 
forth  the  insidious  and  false-hearted  manner  in  which  he  became 
possessed  of  a  manor,  that  was  their  rightful  estate,  from  the 
sons  of  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald ;  and  we  are  further  told  by  the 
same  chronicler,  that  he  cherished  an  inveterate  envy  towards 
(he  same  Maurice,  and  towards  his  children.  We  read,  more- 
over, in  the  ancient  annals  of  Ireland,  that  whilst  this  William 
FHz-Aldelm  was  governor  of  Luimnech,  under  the  kins  of 
Saxon-land,  there  arose  a  contest  for  the  sovereignty  of  Con- 
naught,  between  two  brothers94  of  the  family  of  O'Ooncobair, 

The  family  name  O'Miadhaigh  is  not  heart  prompted  him  to  the  dead  his 
a  name  likely  to  be  given  to  the  de-  hand  would  bare  failed  him,  and  the 
•cendant  of  a  clown,  for  "  Mtadh  "  act  woold  either  haVe  remained  unao- 
(Mkeah),  signifies  honor  or  respect ;  and  complished,  or  would  not  have  been 
"Miadhach"  (MeeaghV  whence  0'-  done  half  00  well. — Ireland,  to-dov, 
lfiadhaigh,  an  honorable  or  estimablo  produces  too  few  daeini  uaM  oga  like 
man.  We  see  also  by  the  above  quo-  Gilla-gan-inathar,  she  has  by  far  too 
tattoos  that  O'Miadhaigh  was  a  mem-  many  genteel  voting  men ;  wherefore 
her  of  the  noble  tribe  of  Tebtha  ( THJfa)  are  her  sons  still  ruthlessly  becatombed 
to  Westmeath,  a  tribe  descended  from  on  mammon's  altar  by  those  baser 
liana,  son  of  the  Irish  monarch,  Niall  tyrants,  who  have  succeeded  the  san- 
of  the  Nine  Hostages,  of  which  O'Oat-  gninary  De  Lacics  of  Ajiglo-Norman 
harnai^h  (O'Caharny)  styled  the  Sin-  times ;  wherefore  doth  the  genus  Hay- 
nach,  1.  e.,  the  Fox,  was  then  chief,  warden,  and  Scully,  and  Lorton,  and 
O'Braein  (O'Br&n),  was  also  chief  of  Go.  abound  and  flourish ;  wherefore  is 
a  branch  of  the  same  tribe,  which  was  the  produce  of  her  green  and  fertile  fields 
seated  in  Breagh-mani,  now  Brawney  consumed  by  strange  land  merchants, 
in  the  same  county.  Keating  then  was  who  commit  ruthless  though  insidious 
not  wrong  in  calling  Gilla-gan-inathar  havoc  upon  the  wretched  remnants  of 
duin"  uasal  >  g — for  ne  was  probably  as  her  Free  Clans, 
noble  as  bis  chieftain,  the  Fox — though  Dur^magh  Colwm  KiUi;  i.e.  Oak- 
the  brave  youth  might  not  indeed  be  field  of  St.  Columkille,  now  known  as 
styled  a  young  gentleman,  if  he  present-  Durrow,  where  De  Lacy  was  slain,  had 
ed  himself  with  his  battle  axe  in  the  mod-  been  formerly  granted  to  St.  Colum- 
ern  aristocratic  Sa  oris  of  Europe,  and  kille  by  Brendan,  Prince  of  Tebtha, 
not,  perhaps,  even  in  those  of  the  hour-  an  ancestor  of  the  Fox,  and  probably 
ctoisi  — he  certainly  would  not  have  of  O'Miadhaigh.  In  recent  times  a 
been  styled  such  in  an  English  Court  of  somewhat  similar  event  took  place  at 
law.  lie  was  nevertheless  as  much  homo  Durrow.  Its  proprietor,  the  Earl  of 
nob  lis  as  Mucius  Scaevola,  and  the  deed  Norbury  was  slain  by  an  unknown 
which  the  Gaelic  noble  wrought,  was  hand,  after  having  built  a  castle  on  the 
full  as  glorious  aud  great  as  that  which  site  of  that  erected  by  De  Lacy,  and 
the  young  patrician  of  ancient  Rome  perhaps,  after  having  outraged  St 
essayed  to  execute.  Had,  indeed,  that  Columkille  by  preventing  the  families 
Irish  sapling  of  Niall 's  stock — so  sure  under  that  saint's  patronage  from  bury- 
of  haud  and  fleet  of  foot — been  either  a  ing  their  dead  in  the  ancieut  cemetery 
young  gentleman,  or  a  genteel  young   of  Durrow» 

man\  as  the  terms  are  now  understood,  u  Brothers.  Cathal  Crobh-derg  was 
he  would  not  have  dared  to  strike  down  the  youngest  brother  of  King  Ruaidri, 
the  destroyer  of  I1Í3  kinsfolk  in  the  and  consequently  the  grand-uncle  of 
midst   of    ills  myrmidons — or,  if  his   Cathal  Carrach. 
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Hostilities  broke  out,  after  some  time,  between  John  de 
Couroy  and  Hugo  de  Lacy  the  younger.  In  consequence  of 
their  quarrel,  the  territories  of  Ulidia  and  Meath  were  plundered 
and  laid  desolate,  whilst  numbers  of  the  Ulidians  ana  the  men 
of  Meath  fell  upon  either  side.  This  contention  finally  resulted 
in  the  treacherous  capture  of  D$  Courcy  by  Hugo,  who.  having 
made  a  charge  of  treason  against  his  captive,  delivered  nim  into 
the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  king.  By  the  latter  he  was  sent 
as  prisoner  to  Saxon-land,  where  he  remained  for  some  time  in 
captivity.  However,  the  king  finally  granted  him  his  pardon, 
with  permission  to  return  to  Ireland.  He  thereupon  set  out 
upon  the  sea,  with  the  intention  of  going  back  to  that  country, 
bat  there  immediately  arose  a  violent  storm,  by  which  he  was 
driven  back  to  land.  This  was  the  result  of  fourteen  successive 
attempts,  each  of  which  ended  in  his  being  thrown  back  upon 
Saxon-land  by  the  violence  of  the  wind.  At  lengthy  as  we  are 
told  in  the  chronicle  of  Stanihurst,  upon  jmaking  his  fifteenth 
attempt,  he  was  driven  by  the  storm  to  the  coast  of  France,  in 
which  country  he  died  soon  after. 

We  also  read  in  the  chronicle  last-mentioned,  that  a  young 
nobleman  of  the  family  of  John  de  Courcy,  who  was  then  abiding 
in  Ireland,  had  been  skin  by  Hugo  de  Lacy  the  younger,  and 
by  his  brother  Walter  de  Lacy,  and  that,  in  consequence  thereof 
many  quarrels  and  conflicts  had  arisen  between  the  friends  of 
this  young  nobleman  and  those  sons  of  Hugo  de  Lacy.  By 
these  events,  King  John  was  forced  to  march  into  Meath  with  a 
large  army,  composed  of  Gauls  and  Gaels,  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  the  two  sons  of  De  Lacy.  But,  when  the  latter  heard 
that  the  king  was  approaching,  they  retreated  to  Carraig  Fergusa, 
and,  upon  his  pursuing  them  thither,  they  took  shipping  and 
fled  over  to  France.  Here  they  disguised  themselves  as  laborers, 
and  went  to  work  in  the  garden  of  a  certain  abbey  in  Normandy, 
and  there  they  remained  for  some  time  in  that  humiliating  and 
counterfeited  position.  However,  after  some  time,  they  made 
their  secret  known  to  the  abbot,  whom  they  besought  to  solicit 
the  king  of  Saxon-land  to  grant  them  his  peace  and  pardon. 
This  the  abbot  procured  for  them,  and  they  then  returned  to 
Ireland,  where  the  king  had  them  restored  to  their  blood  and 
their  estates.  Then  King  John  died,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixteen. 

After  this,  in  the  time  of  the  third  Henry,  there  arose  a  great 
war  between  Hugo  de  Lacy  the  younger  and  William  Mare- 
schall ;  so  that  the  whole  of  Meath  was  destroyed  between  them, 
and  that  great  numbers  of  the  Gaels,  some  01  whom  fought  on 
each  side,  were  slain  in  their  conflicts. 


THE  HUXOBY  OF  IBELAKP. 

tention  of  either  correcting  the  religious  discipline,  or  of  im- 
proving the  moral  habits  of  the  Irish  nation.  For  these  reasons 
aid  they  strive  to  rid  themselves  of  their  stranger  tyrants.  Con- 
sequently, a  number  of  the  Gaelic  nobles  came  to  the  residence 
of  Concobar  of  Maen-magh,"  who  was  then  abiding  at  Dun 
Leogha"  in  Ui  Mani,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  him  their 
sovereign.  First  of  all,  there  came  thither  Domnall  O'Briain, 
King  of  Luimnech;  and  Ruaidri  Mac  Donnslebi,  King  of  Ulidi&f 
and  Domnall  Mac  Carthaigh,  King  of  Desmond;  and  Mael- 
sechlainn  Beg  O'Maelsechlainn,  King  of  Meath ;  and  O'Buairc, 
King  of  Ui  Briuin  and  Ui  Conmacui.  But  the  measures  there 
detennined  upon  were  never  put  into  execution,  whatever  they 
might  have  been  ;  for,  before  they  were  finally  arranged,  Con- 
cobar,  of  Maen-magh,  was  accidentally  slain. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  facts  which  we  have  just  stated,  that 
the  great  amount  of  disobedience  and  resistance  which  the  Gaels 
have  since  displayed  under  the  rulership  of  the  Anglo-Normans, 
has  resulted  from  the  tyranny,  and  wrong,  and  disregard  of 
their  own  laws,  of  which  their  foreign  governors  were  themselves 
guilty.  For  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  race  in  Europe 
tint  would  obey  these  laws  more  than  the  Irish,  if  even-handed 
justice  were  dealt  out  to  them.  The  following  is  the  testimony 
which  John  Davis  has  borne  to  their  character  in  the  last  page 
of  the  first  book  of  the  work  which  he  wrote  upon  Ireland : 

"  There  is  no  nation  of  people  under  the  sun  that  doth  love 
equal  and  indifferent  justice  more  than  the  Irish,  or  will  rest 
better  satisfied  with  the  execution  thereof  although  it  be  against 
themselves,  so  as  they  may  have  the  protection  of  the  laws  when 
upon  just  occasion  they  require  it." 

From  the  testimony  of  this  author,  it  must  be  understood  that 
it  is  through  no  natural  defect  in  their  character**  that  the  Irish 

"  Concobar  of  Macnrmagh.     This  Donncadh  O'Briain's  surrender  of  the 

prince  had  succeeded  to  the  kingdom  sovereignty  of  Ireland  to  the  Pope 

of  Connaught,  upon  the  deposition  of  Urbanus,  whose  coiemporary  he  was 

his  father  Ruadri.    He  was  slain  by  not,  had  been  an  established  fact  of  his- 

members  of  his  own  tribe,  and  appar-  tory,  and  that    such   surrender  was 

eotly  by  design.     He  was  an  able  perfectly  legal,  equitable  and  proper  in 

prince,  and  the  temporary  union  of  the  itself,  and  also  deeming  the  assignment 

Irish  chiefs  under  his  sway  took  place  of  that  sovereignty  to  Henry  and  his 

in  A.  D.  1189. — Sec  extract  from  the  heirs  by  the  Popca,  Adrian  and  Alex- 

Four  Mastcjs  quoted  at  the  end.  ander,  to  have  been  equally  reasonable 

n  Dun  Leogha.    This  fort  was  situ-  and  equitable  transactions,  has  thought 

ated  at  Ballinasloc,  in  the  county  of  it  right  to  close  his  historic  narrative 

Galwav.  by  apologising  for  the  want  of  grati- 

**  JVo  natural  defect  in  their  character,  tude  shown  by  his  countrymen  for  such 

Dr.  Keating,  good  man  that  ho  was,  kind  and  paternal  consideration.  That 

seemingly  taking  it  for  granted  that  he  has  made  out  a  strong  case  to  justify 
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of  base  treachery  similar  to  those  of  which  the  said  five  had  been 
guilty.  On  the  contrary,  the  chieftains  to  whom  I  now  allude, 
conferred  many  benefits  upon  Ireland,  inasmuch  as  they  built 
churches  and  monasteries,  and  performed  many  good  work» 
besides.  Therefore,  in  reward  thereof  has  God  granted  them 
the  blessing  of  a  numerous  progeny,  in  the  many  noble  septs 
who  now  represent  them  in  Ireland,  such  as  the  Fitz-Geralcb 
and  Burkes,  the  Butlers  and  Barries,  the  De  Courcies  and 
Roches,  the  Powers  and  Graces,  the  Prendergasts  and  Flem- 
mings,  the  Purcells  and  Prestons,  the  Nugents  and  Walshes,  the 
Tobms  and  Shortalls,  the  Blanches  and  Morrisscs,  the  Everards 
and  Mandevilles,  the  Birminghams  and  Barretts,  the  Hacketts 

A  large  portion  of  their  follower»  were  A.  D.  1174. 
altogether  Welshmen — a  race  of  kin-  M  The  Earl  Strongbow  led  an  annjr 
dred    origin,  customs  and   language  to  plunder  Monster.    King  Bnaidri 
with  the  Gaels.    This  no  doubt  facil-  led  another  army  to  defend  it  against 
ftaled  their  amalgamation  with  the  him.    When  the  strangers  had  heard 
former  natives,  with  whom  they  freely  of  the  arrival  of  Roaidri  in  Monster, 
isrtermarried,  and  their  children  be-  for  tíie  purpose  of  raring  them  battle, 
same,  in  a  century  or  two,  more  Irish  they  solicited  to  their  assistance  the 
than  the  Gaels  themselves.    Of  this  Ostmen  of  Ath-cliath,  and  then  made 
race  sprung  some  of  the  truest  and  no*  no  delay  onto  they  reached  Dorks 
bleat  irishmen  of  her  subsequent  his-  (Thurles.)    Thither  came  Domnall  Ua 
tory,  and  some  of  the  most  rebellious.  Briain  and  the  Dal  g-Cais,  the  bat- 
— The  editor's  copies  do  not  agree  in  talion  of  West  Connaoght  and  the 
all  the  names  in  the  list  which  is  given  great  battalion  of  811  Moredaigh  (the 
above,  and  he  has  inserted  one  or  two  O'Connors),  besides  numerous  other 
of  them   from   Dermod   O'Connor's  good  troops  left  there  by  the  King 
translation  of  Keating,  but  of  those  Roaidri.    At  this  place  a  brave  battle 
found  in  the  latter  work  he  has  only  was  fought  between  the  English  and 
inserted  those,  for  whose  early  Norman  the  Irish,  and  in  it  the  English  were 
origin  he  has  had  corroborative  au-  finally  defeated  by  dint  of  fighting, 
thority.    Dr.  Keating  evidently  did  Seventeen  hundred  of  the  strangers 
not  intend  to  give  a  complete  list  of  were  slain  in  this  engagement,  and 
the  septs  descended  from  those  ancient  only  a  few  of  them  survived  with  the 
colonists.  However,  those  he  has  omit-  Earl,  who  proceeded  in  sorrow  to  his 
ted  will  be  found  in  the  explanation  of  house  at  Port  Largi.    Ua  Briain  re- 
tbe  map.    The  families  of  Plunkett,  turned  home  in  triumph. 
Wise,  Bctagh,  and  even  some  of  those  Magnus  Ua  Maelsechlainn,  lord  of 
above  given,  are  supposed  to  be  of  East  Meath,  was  hanged  by  the  Eng- 
Scandinavian  origin,  and  anterior  to  lish,  after  they  had  acted  treacherously 
the  invasion .  towards  him  at  Ath-Truim  (now  Trim.) 
The  editor  here  transcribes  the  fol-  Ruaidri  Ua  Concobair,  King  of  Ire- 
lowing  extracts  from  the  Annals  of  the  land,  marched  an  army  into  Monster ; 
Four  Masters,  giving  the  Irish  account  he  expelled  Domnall  Ua  Briain  from 
of  the  several  transactions  between  the  Thomond,  and  much  wasted  that  coon- 
Gaels  and  their  invaders  down  to  the  try. 
death  of  Ruaidri,  the  last  Ard-righ  of  A.  D.  1176.  • 
Ireland.     By  them  it  may  be  seen  that,  Fobarand  Kenannus  (now  Fore  and 
outside  of  certain  parts  of  Leinster  and  Kells)  were  laid  waste  by  the  English 
Meath,  the  early  invaders  occupied  the  and  the  Ui  Briuin  of  Brefni. 
position  rather  of  mercenaries  than  of  Louth  was  laid  waste  by  the  Saxons, 
conquerors.  The  English  were  driven  from  Loim- 
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(aow  O'Carrnll),  Lord  of  Oirghialia,  magh,  son  of  the  Manarca  BaaJetL 

M^Ch^Uladh Bike Donuksbi (dow Moo  and  Concobar O'Keilaigh, Lofd af M 
Doalevy),  King  of  Ulidk,  made  hostile  MfcnL  Next  vear  they  record  a  greet 
attack  upon  them,  io  which  they  battle,  in  which  Fkthbortach  Ua  fiael- 
drowned  and  otherwise  kilted  450  of  doraidh,  Prince  of  Kinel  Oonaili,  de- 
tbem.  100  of  the  Gaels,  together  with  featedtheaoosofBuaio^iO'Coooobair, 
tJa  k-Anbith  (now  O'Hanvey)  Lord  of  and  in  which  there  fell  16  of  theaona  of 
Ui  Méith-Macha,  fell  in  the  heat  of  the  the  principal  lords  and  chiefe  of  Con- 
battle,  naught.    u  And  many  others  fell,  both 

De  Courcy  soon  after  went  to  plan-  of  the  nobles  and  the  plebeians.    The 

der  Dal  Araide  and  Ui  Tuirtri,  and  Kinel  Eogain  held  the  Oonnaagh tmen . 

Oa-Midbe  O'Flainn,  Lord  of  Ui  Tuirtri  in  subjection  for  a  long  time  after  thk 

and  Fir  Li,  gave  battle  to  him  and  his  battle."— F.  M. 
foreigners,  and  defeated   them  with  A.  D.  1182. 

great  slaughter,  through  the  miracles       "  DomiiaU.son  of  Aedh  O'Loohlainn, 

of  Saints  Patrick,  Oolumkille  and  marched  with  an  army  to  Dun-bo, 

Brendan,   and   John   himself,   being  where  be  gave  batUe  to  the  English ; 

jevrerery  wounded,  escaped  with  diffi-  '  but  the  Kraal  Eogain  were  there  de- 

cajtv  and  fled  to  Ath-cliath.  feated,  and  BaghnaH  Ua  Breslein,  with 

The  Constable  of  the  King  of  Eng-  Qilla-Criosd   ua  Cathain  and  many 

land  in  Ath-cliath  and  East  Meath  others  were  akin."    [Id  this  year,  ao- 

narched  with  his  forces  to  Chain-  cording  to  the  Annals  of  Kilnonan, 

■de-Nois,  and  plundered  all  the  town  MOo  do  Cogan  was  killed  by  Mao  Tin, 

«rapt  the  churches  and  the  bishop's  Prince  of  Ui  Mac  Calli  (Imokilly) ; 

kmses.    God  and  3t  Kiaran  wrought  and  in  it  died  Raymond  Is  Ofos  and 

a  manifest  miracle  against  them,  for  the  two  sons  of  Fits  Stephen.    No 

they  were  unable  to  rest  or  steep  until  important  event  is  recorded  under 

they  had  secretly  absconded  from  Cuirr  A.  D.  1183.] 
CSnana  next  day.  A.  D.  1184. 

A  victory  was  gained  by  Art  Ua        Art  O'Maekechkinn,  Lord  of  West 

Maelsechlainn,  the  men  of  Ui  Falghi  Meath,  was   treacherously  akin  by 

«ad  the  English  over  the  people  of  Diarmaid,  son  of  Tordelbach  O'Bri- 

Oelbna  Ethra,  Maelsechkinn  Beg  and  ain,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Eng. 

a  party  of  the  men  of  Tebtha;  in  lkh,  whereupon   Maelsechlainn   Beg 

this  battle  Muredach,  son  of  the  Sin-  (O'Maelsechlainn)  assumed  bis  place, 

nach  (i.  e.  the  Fox)  was  slain.  and  in  three  days  afterwards  defeated 

44  Corcach  was   plundered    by  the  the  same  Diarmaid  in  a  conflict  where- 

grandson  of  Domuall  Mac  Carthaigh  in  many  were  slain,  amongst  whom 

and  the  Green  Gauls.  Corcach  was  was  the  son  of  Mathgamain  O'Briain. 
besieged  by  Milo  de  Cogan  and  Fitz-        A  castle  was  erected  by  the  English 

Stephen.     A  party  of  their    people  at  Kill  Air  (in  Meath).    Another  cas- 

mauc   an  excursion  to  Acadh-da-eo  tie  was  plundered  by  Maelsechlainn 

(Aghadoe),  where  they  remained  two  and  Concobar  O'Concobair  of  Maen- 

day  and  two  nights,  and  then  returned  Magh,  in  which  many  of  the  English 

to  Corcach.     After  this  they  marched  were  skin.    Thirty  of  the  best  houses 

toward»  Waterford,    but    the    Gaels  of  Ard  Macha  were  plundered  by  the 

gathered  against  them  at  the  hill  of  English  of  Meath. 
Lis  Mor  (now  Lismorc)  and  killed  near-  A.  D.  1185. 

ly  them  all.  -  Annals  of  Innisfallcn.  Philip  of  Worcester  (Lord  Justice) 

Our  Annals  arc  silent  as  to  the  pro-  remained  at  Ard  Macha  with  his  Eng- 

©eedings  of  the  invaders  during  A.  D.  lishmen  during  six  days,  in  the  middle 

1179.  They  record  the  death  of  St.  of  Lsnt. 

Lawrence,  or  Lorcan  OTuathail,  under        The  son  of  the  kinsr  of  Engknd, 

1180.  In  the  latter  year  was  fought  that  is,  John,  son  of  Henry  II.,  came 
the  battle  called  the  Battle  of  the  Con-  to  Ireland  with  a  fleet  of  CO  ships,  to 
cobars,  between  Concobar  of  Maen-  assume  the  government  of  the  king- 
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OmÚl,  for  the  Oonnaoghtmea  would  did  not  accept  sot  of  these,  sate  One 

not  mifer  them  to  tiny  any  longer  goblet,  which  hie  own  grandfather» 

an  their  country.    ButassoonasFlaih-  Diarmaid  O'Briain,  had  once  owned, 

bertach  O'Maeldoraidh  heard  of  their  Boaidri  MacDonslebi,  King  of  TTHdk, 

approach,  he  mastered  the  Kinel  Ooo-  had  come  into  hishooae.  MacCarthaigh, 

am,  and  marched  to  DruiiHcliabh  to  King  of  Desmond,  was  in  his  honse, 

oppose  them.     Upon  hearing  of  this  and  to  him  O'Ooncobair  gave  a  great 

movement,  the  English   burned   the  stipend,  namely ,  five  horses  on  t  of  evtrp 

whole  of  Esdara,  and  retreated.    As  cantred  m  Oonnaught    Mariseehlamp 

they  passed  by  the  Coirr-SHabh  (the  Beg,  King  of  Temhair,  was  in  his  house 

Oanew  Mountains,)  they  were  set  upon  likewise,  and  took  away  thence  a  large 

hythemenof  Muneterand  Connaught,  stipend ;  and  CRuairc,  King  of  Brefhi, 

hy  whomgrcat  numbers  of  them  were  had  also  come  into  his  house,  whence 

shin.     The  survivors  escaped   with  he  also  carried  off  a  lam  stipend. 

daBculty  from  the  country,  in  which  When  Ooneobar  of  Maen-inajrh  had 

ftiyhadoomimttednotrinmgdestruc-  been  shin,  the  Sil  Mnredabh,  (ms  Own 

tie»  upon  this  occasion.  tribe,)  sent  messengers  to  Kuaidrf  C- 

A.  D.  1189.  Concobair,  the  former  Kins;  of  Ireland, 

DomnaJl,  son  of  Murkertach  Mac  to  teQ  him  of  the  death  of  his  son, 

LaeUsinn,  was  slain  by  the  Engfish  of  and  to  offer  him  the  kingdom ;  ami  as 

Dal   Araide  while  he  was  staying  soon  as  Boaidri  had  reached  Mean 

amongst  them.  Nasi,  he  took  the  hostages  of  the  811 

Mae-na-h-oidhche  (MatHwJieehie,  I.  Muredaigh,  and  all  Oonnanght,  tor  at 

e*8on  of  Night)  O'Maelrnanaidh,  lord  that  time  the  hostages  that  bad  been 

of  Fern  Manach,  was  driven  from  his  delivered  up  to  Ooneobar  of  Maen- 

lonkhip,  and  fled  to  CKerbailL    8oon  magh  were  then  on  Ink  Clothrann,  an 

after  an  English  army  arrived  in  that  island  in  Loch  Blbh. 

country,  to  whom  O'Kerbaill  and  0  -  Gonoobar,  grandson  of  Diarmaid, 

Maelruanaidb  (O'Carroll  and  O'Mul-  was  slain  bv  Oathal  Carrach,  son  of 

rony)  gave  battle ;  but  O'Kerbaill  was  Ooneobar  of  Maen-magh,  in  revenge  for 

defeated  therein  and  CMaelruanaidh  Ins  father. 

kiDed.  Richard  I.  was  crowned  King  of 

Ooneobar  of  Maen-magh,  the  son  of  England  on  the  1st  of  July. 
Rnaidri,  King  of  Connaught, *  both  Flathbertach  O'Maeldoraidh  march- 
English  and  Irish,  was  killed  by  a  party  ed  his  forces  against  the  men  of  Oon- 
of  his  own  people  and  tribe ;  namely,  naught,  and  pitched  his  camp  in  Cor- 
by Magnus,  son  of  Flann  OTinachta,  ran.  All  the  Connaughtmen,  bofn 
called  the  Crosach  Donn  ;  Aedh,  son  English  and  Irish,  came  to  oppose  him. 
of  Brian  of  Brefni,  son  of  Tordelbach  However,  they  were  not  able  to  injure 
O'Ooncobair  ;  Murkertach,  son  of  Diar-  him,  and  both  parties  departed  without 
maid,  son  of  Cathal,  son  of  Tadg ;  and  coming  to  a  battle. 
Gilla-na-naemh,  son  of  Gilla-Comain,  A.  D.  1190. 
son  of  Muredach  Ban  O'Maelmichil  of  A  meeting  was  held  at  Oluain  Ferta 
the  Tuatha.  Alas  for  the  party  that  of  St  Brendan,  to  conclude  a  peace 
plotted  this  conspiracy  against  the  life  between  Cathal  of  the  Bed  Hand  and 
of  the  heir  presumptive  of  the  throne  Oathal  Carrach.  All  the  Sil  Mure- 
of  Ireland  I  To  him  the  greater  part  daigh  came  to  this  meeting,  together 
of  Leth  Mogha  had  submitted  as  king,  with  Concobar  MacDiarmoda,  Oo- 
Domnall  O'Briain,  King  of  Munster,  marba  of  St.  Patrick  and  Arechtach 
had  gone  to  his  bouse  at  Dun  Leodha  O'Roduibh  ;  but  they  were  not  able  to 
(Docm-Lo),  where  he  was  entertained  effect  a  reconciliation  on  this  occasion, 
for  a  week,  and  to  him  O'Ooncobair  A.  D.  1191. 
gave  sixty  cows  out  of  every  cantred  Ruaidri  O'Concobair  set  out  from 
in  Connaught,  and  ten  articles  of  price,  Oonnanght,  and  came  to  Flatbbertach 
ornamented  with  gold ;  but  O'Briain  O'Maeldoraidh,  in  Tir  ConaiU,  and  he 
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and  who  have  lost  their  blood  and  their  estates  according  to  law; 
the  fifth  race  are  the  folk  that  are  descended  from  foreign  aol- 
dicrs,  that  is,  from  hired  warriors  from  other  lands,  who  left 

Srogeny  after  them  in  Ireland;  the  sixth  race  is  composed  of 
íe  descendants  of  those  slaves  that  came  into  Ireland  with, 
the  children  of  Miledh. 

But  one  thing  at  which  many  persons  are  surprised,*  is,  how 
it  could  have  been  possible  that  no  portion  of  the  descendants 
of  the  Daer  Clauua  or  plebeians,  who  came  into  Ireland  with 
the  children  of  Miledh,  have  survived  to  the  present  time.  My 
answer  to  these  persons  is,  that  Tuathal  Tectmar  had  made  a 
dreadful  massacre  of  descendant,*;  of  these  plebeians,  as  soon  as 
he  acquired  the  sovereignty  of  Ireland,  in  vengeance  for  the 
treason  which  they  bad  previously  perpetrated  towards  the  Saer 
Churn  a,  as  has  been  related  in  the  body  of  this  history.  He 
then  vanquished  them  in  twenty-live  battles  in  each  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  Ireland,  and  if  after  him,  any  remnant  of  them  has  still 
remained  alive  in  the  country,  it.  is  not  lawful,  and  moreover, 
it  not  possible,  for  any  historian  either  to  trace  their  ramifi- 
cations, or  to  follow  up  their  pedigrees.  Neither  can  any  his- 
torian trace  the  genealogies  of  any  of  the  other  five  races,  of 
which  we  have  spoken  ;  and  if  any  ollamh  of  history  would  at- 
tempt to  trace  out  their  branchings,  it  is  unlawful  to  give  the 
respect  due  to  history  to  anything  that  he  may  assert  on  the 
subject. 

The  reader  must  now  learn  that  wo  are  about  giving  down 
the  principal  historic  branches  of  the  real  nobdity  of  the 
Gaels,  and  in  doing  so,  we  shall  give  precedence  to  the  posterity 
of  JSber  Finn,  because  that  is  the  senior*  branch;  but  it  must  be 

or  the  same  stock,  were  sometimes  lo-  becoming  the  wires  or  concubines  orthri 
eated  must widelyiipartfromeach  other,  Gaols.  It  is  also  to  be  supposed  that 
as  the  Kiarraide,  or  OlConuors  of  Ker-  many  of  them  became  amalgamated  ■ 
it,  and  the  Dal  Araide  of  Down  and  with  the  early  Danish  and  English 
Antrim,  the  Milesian  Ernaans  of  Muo-  settlers,  whose  laws  of  inheritance  were 
iter,  and  the  Dal  Riada,  of  the  North  in  one  particular,  less  exclusive  thai 
of  Ireland,  and  of  Alba.  those  of  the  Irish,  and  who  did  not 
*  Many  are  surprised,  etc — Many  much  regard  paternal  descent.  These 
causes  conduced  to  their  disappearance,  very  possibly  took  English  or  Danish 
The  first,  and  perhaps  the  greatest,  was  names,  and  finally  became  confounded 
the  feet  that  they  could  have  no  inheri-  with  the  other  serfs  of  the  lords  of  Nor- 
tance  in  any  of  the  Gaelic  tribe-lands,  man  pale,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
the  entire  right  to  which  was  vested  in  various  seaports  and  principal  towns. 
the  male  descendants  of  the  conquering  '  Right  of  senior\tt/,etc  —  Giving  pre- 
cast. The  next  consists  in  the  fact  of  cadence  to  seniori^  in  arranging  of  pri- 
hs  being  unlawful  to  trace  their  pedi-  mary  divisions  of  the  Gaelic  nation, 
grees,  and  perhaps  another,  which  is  he  sets  the  most  distinguished,  rather 
not  very  improbable,  may  have  been,  than  the  eldest  of  its  tribes  at  the  head  of 
in   the  greater  part  of    their  frmata  each  division  of  these.     For  instance  the 


i.Ví 


CHAPTER    I. 


THE  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  POSTERITY  OF  EBEB  FINK,  DOWK 

HERE. 

We  shall  commence  with  the  Hoe  of  Eogan  Mor  (Owen  Man),  fon  of  OlOd 
(Hob.  This  Olild  Olom  had  but  three  sons  who  left  oftpring  after  them, 
tamely,  Eogan  Mor,  Cormac  Cos,  and  Elian ;  and  there  now  survives  no  more 
ef  the  race  of  Eber  Finn  than  what  has  sprang  from  the  descendants  of  these 


2  ©ye. — K.  M.  stands  for  King  of  Monster ;  R.  K.  tot  Bex  Hibernisd,  Ac* 
onarch  of  all  Ireland.    The  comments  in  italics  are  not  in  the  original» 
AM  the  rest  is.    Ed.] 

THE  PEMGBXS  OF  MAO  GA1TBT  MOU,  HBRX. 


1.  Domnall,  the  first  earL*    [He  was 

created  earl  of  Clancare,  tn  Irish 
damn  Carthaigh,  in  A.  D.  1565. 
Ed.]  son  of 

2.  Domnall  an  Drnmainn,  son  of 
SL  Cormac  Ladhrach,  son  of 

4.  Tadg  Liath,  son  of 

5.  Domnall  an  Dana,  son  of 

6.  Tadg  Mani8trech.    [He  had  this  sur- 

name from  having  built  the  Mon- 
astery of  Irriafiach,  on  Loch 
Lein,  now  the  Lake  of  Killarney], 
son  of 

7.  Domnall.      [This    Domnall  had  a 

brother  who  was  called  Diarmaid 
Mor  Musgraide,  i.  e.  Diarmaid  the 
Great  of  Muskery  :  Eogan,  or 
Ow  n,  of  Bord  Mangi,  was  also  a 
brother  of  his  ;  as  was  also  Donn- 
cadh,  from  whom  descend  the 
families  of  Ard  Canachta  and 
Cnoc  Ornachta]  son  of 

8.  Cormac,  son  of 

9.  Domnall  Og,  son  of 

10.  Domnall  Hnadh.  [From  him  des- 
cend the  Clann  Domnaill  Ruaidh, 
i.  e.  the  Mac  Cart  hies  of  Clandonill- 
Roe ;  and  from  his  brother  Diar- 
maid of  Traigh  Li  (now  called 
Tralecj  descends  the  sept  of  Mao 
Finjrhin,  in  English  AfacFinnen, 
of  Kethrinn,  in  Kerry]  son  of 

11.  Cormac  Finn.  [Of  the  race  of 
this  Cormac  Finn  are  the  Mao- 
Carthies  of  the  territory  of  Ella, 
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now  caBed  Duhnllow,  and  also  the 
kings  of  Desmond.  The  Mac- 
Garthies  of  Carbery,  that  is,  the 
sept  of  MacCarthaigh  Riobhach, 
i.e.  MacCartkuth*  Qrey,  coiled  in 
English  MacCartittt  l&jpfc,  and 
all  the  branches  spnutf  from  it, 
are  descended  from  a  brother  of 
this  Oormac,  namely  front  Dom- 
nall Oottl  son  of 

12.  Domnall  Mor  na  Cnrra,  son  of 

13.  Diarmaid  of  Kill  Bagbani.    [From 

Diarmaid  of  Kill  Bagbani  has 
6prung  the  sept  of  the  Mac  Cardites 
called  Claim  Taidg  Ruaidh  na 
Sgarti]  son  of 

14.  Cormac  of  Magh  Tamnaigh.  [This 
Cormac  had  a  brother  named 
Tadg,  from  whom  sprang  the  sept 
of  MacAmlaeibh,  L  e.  the  MacAu- 
liffes  of  the  county  of  Cork]  son  of 

15.  Maredach.  [He  was  the  first  of 
this  line  who  was  called  Mac- 
Carthaigh,  being  the  Mac  or  son 
of  Carthach.  In  Gaelic  the  name 
of  the  latter  chief  is  pronounced 
Caurhagh,  and  the  family  name  of 
his  descendants  MacCaurha.  It  is 
now  known  in  English  as  Mat- 
Carthy. — Ed.]  son  of 

16.  Carthacii  [from  whom  all  the 
Sil  Carthaigh,  t .  e.  the  offspring  of 
Carthach,  have  derived  weir  name] 
son  of 
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M.  Fer-Oorb,  R.  H.,  ion  of 
£6.  Mogfa  Gorb,  B.  H.,  ion  of 
89.  Oobthach  Oaemh,  son  of 
§6.  Beet»  Bigh-derg,  B.  H-,  son  of 
«t  Ij^aidh  LaighS,  B.  H^  aon  of 
89u  Bocsidh,  RE,  no  of 

61.  Olild  Finn,  B.  H.,  son  of 

62.  Art,  B.  H.,  son  of 

id.  Logaidh  Lamb-derg,  B.  H.,  son  of 
64»  Eocaklh  Uaitheas,  B  H^  ton  of 

65.  Logaidh  Iar-donn,  B  Hn  son  of 

66.  Eons  Derg,  B.  H.,  son  of 

67.  Duach  Finn,  B  H.,  son  of 

68.  Sedns  Innaraight  B.  H.,  son  of 
66.  Brea-righ,  B  H.,  son  of 

Tfc  Art  Imlech,  B.  H.,  son  of 
7L  IBim,  B.  H.,  son  of 
98.  Bothectach,  B.  H.,  son  of 
731  Bonn  Bigh-gabeh,  son  of 

74.  Falbi  BÍrothach,  son  of  - 

75.  Cas  Ked-caingnech,  son  of 

76.  Afdergoid,  B  H.,  son  of 

77.  Monemhon,  B  H.,  son  of 

78.  Gas  Clothach,  son  of 

79.  Eirereo  Ard.  [He  is  also  tailed 
Fer-Ard,  or  Fer-Arda.]  son  of 

80.  Rothectach,  son  of 

81.  Bosa,  or  Boss,  son  of 

82.  €Has,sonof 

88.  Nuadha  Degh-kmh.  [Nadhatt, 
pronounced  Nooath,  is  also  a  firm 
of  this  name]  son  of 

84.  Eocaidh  Faebar-glas,  B  H.  son  of 

85.  Conmael,  B.  H.,  son  of 

86.  Eber  Finn,  B.  H.  [His  name  is 
usually  written  Heber  in  English 
bodes.  The  more  modern  Irish 
write  it  Eibhear,  and  Eimhear, 
which  they  pronounce  Aiver ;  the 
more  ancient  write  it  Eber  and 
Emer.  He  is  the  founder  of  the 
Eberian,  or  Heberian  races  of  Ire- 
land.    The  surname  Finn,  signi- 

Íes,  Fair.]  son  of 
ILEDH   OF    EsBAIX.       [FrOM    thÍR 

chief  the  Irish  are  called  Clartna 
Milidh,  i.  e.,  the  clans  of  Miledh. 
His  name  has  been  not  very  happily 
rendered  into  Latin  and  English 
by  Miles  ins,  and  that  of  his  pos- 
terity by  Milesii  and  Milesians. 
The  Irish  words  Miledh  h-Esbani, 
mean  the  Warrior  of  Spain,  ije\, 
Miles  Hispaniae.  Galamh,  which 
seems  to  be  a  synonymefor  Miledh, 
as  it  apparently  comes  from  the 


Gaelic  wmd  OaL  U,  battle,  is 
said  to  have  been  his  real  name.] 
son  of 

88.  B1H,  JK*gm$wm,sonof 

8*.  Breogan,  King  m  Spain.  [His 
name  is  written  m  modern  trish, 
Breoghan,  and pronounced  Breoan. 
From  hm  the  Brigantes  are  said  to 
take  their  name.  J%e  territory  of 
Breagh  or  Bregia  in  Ireland  was 
called  from  a  branch  of  his  descend- 
ants, that  adopted  the  appellation  of 
GiflHMM  BreoghatnA  son  of 

90.  Bratha,  [He  was  the  leader  tf  the 
Oanm  QaedJutil,  or  Gaels,  that 
emigrated  from  Gaethluighe,  which 
has  been  called  Gaútía  Ins  Keating, 
into  Spam.]  son  of 

81.  Degatfca,  (King  m  Qoethhkghe: 
hisnwmeisalso  written  Deghfha- 
thof)  son  of 

93.  Aroadh,  King  m  Qaethluigke,  son 
of 

9a  Allod,  King  m  Gaethluighe,  mm  of 

94.  Nuadha,  Xing  m  Gaethhtighe,  son 

of 

95.  Ninnall^TwgmGíMt4/uígA«.sonof 

96.  V^ncQb^KinginGaethiuijehe. 

J  His  name  is  eiso  written  Ebrtc) 
idnamhon  Finn,  King  in  Gmtk- 
luighe,  son  of 

98.  Eber  Glun-Fiim,  King  in  Oaeth- 
luighe, son  of 

99.  Lamh-finn.   (It  was  he  that,  accord- 

ing to  our  shannachies,  led  the  Clan- 
na  Gaedail,  from  a  country  they 
have  called  Scythia,  to  Gaethluighe^) 
son  of 

100.  Adnoin,  son  of 

101.  Tath,  son  of 

102.  Eogamhan,  son  of 

103.  Beogamhan,  son  of 

104.  Eber  Scot  (It  is  he  that  is  said 
to  have  led  the  wandering  children 
of  Gaedal  from  the  island  of  Creta 
to  the  Scythia  of  Irish  legend.  From 
Eber  Scot,  are  possibly  called  the 
Cine  Scuit,  one  of  the  names  by 
which  the  Irish  call  themselves.)  son 
of 

105.  Sra.  (The  leader  of  the  emigra- 
tion from  Egypt  to  Creta,)  son  of 

106.  Esru,  son  of 

107.  Gaedál  Olas,  from  whom  the 
Gaeidhil  (Gayil)  that  is,  the 
Gaels,  have  been  named,  son  of  * 


2*.  Maeltira,  son  of 

27.  Echtígherna,  ton  of 

28.  Marcadh,  ton  of 

29.  Dubinnrecht,  son  of 
80.  Flann  Roba,  son  of 

31.  Fiachra  an  Gaisgi,  ioii  of 

32.  Bechnasach,  or  Sereack,  son  of 
83.  Finodin,  K.  M.t  son  of 

34.  Aedh  Dabh.    See  No.  29»  pedigree 
of  MacCarthy  More. 


net  show  whom  son  this  Fmgkm 
was.  But  H  it  most  likely  that  he 
was  son  of  the  DomnaU  marked  No. 
1  m  the  pedigree  of  CTSuRwan 
Bearra;  for  that  would  bring  the 
line  of  Bearra  down  to  within  am 
<tf  that  of  <?  Sullivan  More. 

yi. 
thb  pii>iobbo#máo  anuouDnr, 


ni. 

PEDIGREE  OP  THB 


BAG!  OV  XA0- 


CRAITn,  HERB. 

1.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

2.  Eogan,  son  of 

8.  Ooncobar,  son  of 

4.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

5.  Bnadach,  son  of 

6.  Eogan,  son  of 

7.  Ooncobar,  son  of 

8.  Domnall,  son  of 

9.  lUo-Craith.    [The  branch  of  the 

OSullivans  called  by  this  name 
most  not  be  confounded  with  the 
Dalcassian  sept  of  MacOrath,  or 
Magrath  of  Thomond.l  son  of 

10.  Donlaing  OSuUivan.  See  No.  12» 
Pedigree  of  O' Sullivan  Mure. 

IT. 
THE  PBDIORKR  OF  0'8ULLIVAN  B8ABRA, 

HERE. 

1.  Domnall,  son  of 
1.  Philip,  son  of 

3.  Eogan,  son  of 

4.  Eogan,  son  of 

5.  Domnall,  son  of 

6.  Diarmaid  an  Phudair,  son  of 

7.  Domnall  Cron,  son  of 

8.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

9.  Tad#,  son  of 

10.  Amlacibh,  son  of 

11.  Ana,  son  of 

12.  Philip,  son  of 

13.  Gilla-na-b-Flann,  son  of 

14.  Domnall  Mor  of  Carraig  Finn- 
maisrhe. — See  No.  18,  Pedigree  of 
O' Sullivan  More. 

v. 

THE    PEDIGRKB     OP    O'sULLTTAN     MAEL 

mec  FiNaniK  dubh,  (Mac  Fineeti 
Duff,)  HERE. 
Diarmaid,  son  of  Eogan,  son  of  Fik- 
ghin,  <fec.     ( The  editor's  copy  does 


1.  Donneadh,  ton  of 

2.  Ooncobar,  son  of 

3.  Donneadh,  son  of 

4.  Ooncobar,  son  of 

5.  Donneadh,  son  of 

6.  Ooncobar,  son  of 

7.  Ooncobar,  ton  of 

8.  GUla-Mocboda,  ton  of 

9.  Ooncobar,  ton  of 

10.  Gilla-enda,  ton  of 

11.  Dnnlaing  Mae  Oilla  Mochuda,  m 
English,  Mae  QiUicuddy,  ton  of 

GiLLA-MooHUD  a  :  the  word  from  which 
this  surname  is  derived,  meant  fol- 
lower of  8t  Mochnda,  otherwise 
called  St  Carthach.— &e  No.  17, 
pedigree  of  (/Sullivan  More. 

▼n. 
ran  pedigree  or  the  OLAjnr  lashbais, 

OB  CLAN  LAWRENCE,  HERB. 

1.  Ooncobar,  son  of 

2.  Donnall,  son  of 

3.  Donneadh  Dubh,  son  of 

4.  Donnall,  son  of 

5.  Eogan,  son  of 

6.  Donnall,  son  of 

7.  Labhras,  ( This  name  is  pronounced 

Lowrausse.    It  is  the  Irish  version 
of  the  name  Lawrence. 

8.  Gilla-na-bh-Flann.— See  No.  13,  ped- 

igree of  Of  Sullivan  Bearre. 

vm. 

THE  PEDIGREE  OF  O'MAHONY  FINN,  HERE. 

Now  this  O'Mahony  was  king  of 
Rathlenn,  now  the  Hill  or  Skea  of  the 
River  Bandon,  by  unquestioned  right ; 
and  it  was  his  privilege  to  occupy  the 
seat  of  the  king  of  Oashel,  when  no 
king  sat  thereon ;  and  he  owed  no  far- 
ther duty  to  the  said  king  of  Oashel, 
when  not  king  himself,  than  to  bow 
the  head  in  his  presence. 
1.  Ooncobar,  or  Connor,  ton  of 
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4.  Finghin,  son  of 
6.  Finghin,  son  of 

6.  Diarmaid  Speinech,  iod  of 

7.  Tadg  Buidhe,  sod  of 

8.  Carbri,  son  of 

9.  Donncadh  Mael,  son  of 

10.  Magnus,  son  of 

11.  Kian,  son  of 

12.  Aedh,  son  of 

13.  Concobar,  son  of 

14.  Donncadh  na  h-Imirce  TimchilL — 

See  No.  13,  Pedigree  of  CTMahony 
Finn. 

XI. 

fKMQWMM  OF  O'MAHONY  OF  OLAX  O'CON- 

NOR,  HRBR. 

1.  Donncadh,  son  of 

2.  Concobar,  son  of 

3.  Finghin  Og,  son  of 

4.  Finghin,  son  of 
&  Donncadh,  son  of 

6.  Mathgamain,  or  Mohan,  son  of 

7.  Donncadh,  son  of 

8.  Concobar,  from  whom  they  are  cal- 

led Clann  Concobair,  or  m  English 
Clann  Connor,  son  of 

9.  Mathgamain,  son  of 

10.  Kian.— See  No.  11,  pedigree  of 

(XMahony  of  Carbery. 
Note. — The  editor's  copies  of  Keat- 
ing, contain  pedigrees  of  no  other  of  the 
Chins  descended  from  Eogan  Mor  than 
those  above  given.  Those  that  follow, 
which  show  the  descent  of  some  impor- 
tant branches  of  that  stock,  are  given 
on  the  authority  of  their  pedigrees,  as 
published  by  Dr.  0 'Donovan  in  the  Bat- 
tle of  Magh  Rath. 

ADDENDA  TO  CHAPTER   I 
THE  PEDIGREE  OF  O'DOXOVAN,  REPRESEN- 
TATIVE OP  THE  ELDEST  BRANCH  OF  THE 
CHILDREN  OF  MILEDH. 

1.  Doninall,  inaugurated  chief  of  Clan 

Cahill  in  1584,  son  of 

2.  Domnall  na  g-Croikenn, 

3.  Tadg,  son  of 

4.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

5.  Concobar,  son  of 

6.  Murcadh,  son  of 

7.  Tadg,  son  of 

8.  Cathal,  from  whom  Clann  Cathail, 

or  Clan-Cahill  is  named. 

9.  Crom,  driven  from  the  county  of 

Limerick,  by  the  2d  Baron  of  Oph- 
aly,  and  was  slain  in  1254.  Son  of 


10.  MaJpoai  or  MMfoumldh,  eon  of 

11.  RaghnaD,  sob  of 

12.  Aneslis,  son  of 

13.  Amkeibh  O'Doooran. 

14.  Cathal,  who  fought  at  Okmtarf, 
son  of 

15.  Donnoban,  from  whom  the  name 
O'Donnobhain,  in  English,  ODon- 
ovan  is  derived,  son  of 

16.  Cathal,  son  of 

17.  Uainighe,  son  of 

18.  Cathal,  son  of 

19.  Kenniaeladh,  son  of 

20.  Dnbdaboirenn,  son  of 

21.  Aedh  Roin,  son  of 

22.  Eogan,  son  of 

23.  Cranmael,  son  of 

24.  Aedh,  son  of 

25.  Aengus,  son  of 

26.  Lapi,  son  of 

27.  Olild  Kenn-fada,  son  of 

28.  Kennfaeladh,  son  of 

29.  Ere,  son  of 

30.  Carbri  Aedba.  [From  hhn  Ui  Car- 
bri has  ita  name.  MacEneiry  is 
descended  from  his  fourth  son.] 
son  of 

3L  Brian,    [from  Conall,  son  of  Fh> 
-    taJt,  son  of  Dari,  son  of  this  Brian, 
ancestor  of  O'Collins  and  O'Kin-' 
nealy,  the  territory  of  Ui  Conaill 
Gabhra  has  its  name.] 

32.  Fiacaidh  Fidghenti.  [The  elder 
brother  of  Fiacaidh  was  Fidach, 
father  of  Crimthann  Mor,  one  of 
the  most  illustrious  of  the  mon- 
archs  of  Ireland,  who  reigned  A.  D. 
366-378.  He  was  the  senior  re- 
presentative of  all  the  Milesian 
race ;  but  as  he  died  without  issue, 
the  eldest  representative  of  Miledh 
must  now  exist  somewhere  amongst 
the  Hi  Fidghenti,  the  widely  scat- 
tered progeny  of  his  second  brother 
Fiacaidh!]  son  of 

33.  Dari  Kerb.  [From  Eocaidh  Liath- 
anach,  one  of  the  sons  of  this  Dari, 
are  descended  O'Liathain,  in  Eng- 
lish,0'Lyons,  and  O  h-Anmcadha.] 
son  of 

34.  Olild  Flann  Beg,  K.  M.— See  No. 

36,  pedigree  of  MacCarthy  More. 

ii. 

PKDIORJ»  OV  0*KSEFB. 

1.  Domnall,  who  went  to  France  in  the 
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of  Ouairt  Brec,  and  of  Connie,  or 
Charles,  Mac  Oarthy  of  Ballea, 
Gastlemore  and  Clonghroe,  aon  of 

9.  Comae  Ladir  Og,  aon  of 

10.  Connac  Ladir, 

11.  Tadg,  from  whom  sprung  the  Mae 

Qarthies  of  Drishane,  son  of 

12.  Cormac,  son  of 

13.  Dubx  aid  Mob,  of  Muagraide  or 
Muskery,  slab  by  the  O'Mahonies 
in  A.  D.  1367,  son  of 

14  Cornmiv— See  No.  8,  Pedigree  of 
Mac  Carthy  More, 

Y. 
PfcMOBB  OF  THE  COUNTS  O'MáHONT 

or  France,  from  a  copy  thereof, 
lodged  in  Bibliotheque  Royal  of 
Paris  in  1788,  and  still  extant 

L  Barthelemv,  Count  O'Mahony, 
Knight  of  the  Cross  of  St  Louis 
•  and  Malta,  Colonel  Commandant 
of  the  regiment  of  Berwick  in  the 
service  of  France,  born  in  the 
County  of  Kerry  in  1748,  and  af- 
terwards married  to  Mile,  de  Gouy. 
{His  descendants  still  exist  m 
France,  and  are  now  represented  by 
the  present  Count  O'Mahony.]  son 
of 

1  Michael  of  Cnocan-na-h-Bgiaisi,  in 
Kerry,  son  of 

3.  Eogan  or  Eugene,  son  of 

4.  Tadg  or  Thadeus,  son  of 

5.  Domitius,  sod  of 

6.  Domnall  or  Daniel,  son  of 

7.  Dometrius,  son  of 

8.  Finghio  or  Florence,  son  of 

9.  Tadg  Meiroech.     [He  had  a  son 

named  Domnall,  who  settled  at 
Ti braid  or  Tubrid,  in  the  County 
of   Cork,  where  his  descendants 


were  known  aa  Bttocai  Domnafll 
of  Tubrid:  of  this  branch  has 
sprung  the  Count  O'Mahony  of 
Spam,  formerly  Lieutenant  Gene» 
nd  in  the  army  of  Spain»  and  am- 
bassador plenipotentiary  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  at  the  court  of 
Vienna.]  son  of 

10.  Concobar,  son  of 

11.  Diarmaid,  aon  of 

12.  Seaghan,  or  John,  son  of 

13.  Diammjod  Oo.  [Ho  emigrated  into 
Kerry  in  1365,  where  he  was  made 
Seneschall  of  Desmond  by  Mae 
Carthy  Mor,  king  of  that  country, 
from  whom  he  recieyed  a  terri- 
tory sufficient  to  uptoki  that  office. 
This  dignity  continued  in  his 
iamily  until  1565,  when  Domnall 
Mao  Carthy  Mor,  haying  ex- 
changed his  title  of  king  of  the 
then  extremely  narrowed  domains 
of  Desmond,  tor  that  of  Earl  of 
Claneare,  Finghin  O'Mahony  was 
by  letters  patent»  created  Sheriff 
of  the  County  of  Kerry,  m  ex- 
change for  his  office  of  Seneschall.] 
son  of 

14.  Diarmaid  Bantachv— S«  No.  8, 
Pedigree  of  CMakony  Fkm> 

Note.— The  editor  would  wish  to 
have  given  the  pedigrees  of  aareral 
others  of  the  septs  sprung  from  Eogan 
Mor,  with  those  above  given,  such  as 
MacCarthy  Reagh,  O'Moriarty,  O' Cal- 
lahan and  others,  but  he  has  been  unable 
to  procure  authorities  from  which  to 
transcribe  them.  In  a  future  edition, 
more  ample  details  may  be  possibly 
given  of  the  septs,  both  of  this  and 
other  tribes,  hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 


CH  APTEB    II. 


THE  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  RACE  OP  CORMAC  CAS,  THE  SECOND 

SON  OF  OLILD  OLUM,  DOWN  HERE. 


I. 
FZDIGRXK  OF  O'BRIEN  OF  THOMOND  HERE. 

1.  Henry,  7  th  Earl  of  Thomond,  son  of 

2.  Brian,  son  of, 

3.  Donncadh.    [This  Donncadh,  called 

in  English  Donouek,  had  two  sons, 
namely,  Henry  ana  Brian :  of  these, 
Henry  was  the  elder,  but  he  died 


without  leaving  any  male  issue. 
However,his  daughter  was  married 
to  the  son  of  Brian,  namely,  to 
that  Henry  with  whom  we  begin 
the  pedigreej  son  of 
4.  Concobar.  (Tadg  of  Dromore  and 
Sir  Domnall  of  Carricahowlig, 
were  sons  of  this  Concobar.]  son  of 
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was  the  irst  that  bore  the  snr- 
■flfims,  Ua  Briain,  or  O'Briain,  in 
.  Bogtish  O'Brien,  he  being  the  0 
or  Ua,i.e.,  the  grandson,  of  Brian, 
R.H.]  son  of 

21«  Tadg.  [From  Douncadh*  R.H.  an 
elder  brother  of  this  Tadg,  have 
sprang  the  MacO'Brien  of  Coon- 
agh  and  the  MacO'Brien  of  Ahar- 
low.]  son  of 

23.  Brian  Bobomha,  B.  H.  slain  at 
Clontarf  J.  D.  1014.  [Brian  had 
atx  sons ;  namely,  Murcadh,  Tadg, 
•.  DoBQcadh,  Domnall,  Oonoobar, 
•tad  Flann.  Of  these  we  have  not 
found  that  any  left  issue  but  the 
following  two ;  namely,  Tadg,  from 
whom  this  branch  of  Thomond  do- 
rives  its  origin ;  and  Donnoadh,  R. 
H.,  from  whom  descend  the  Mac 
O'Brien  of  Aharlow  already  men- 
tioned.] son  of 

28.  Kenneidigh.  (Kenneidigh  hod 
twelve  sons ;  but  the  posterity  of  no 
more  than  four  of  these  has  surviv- 
ed :  namely,  Brian,  Donncuan,  Ech- 
tfgnerna  and  Mathgamhain  or  Ma- 
hoo*  From  Brian  descend  the  Sil 
Bhriain  (Sheet  Vreem)  or  O'Briens. 
Donncuan  had  six  song;  to  wit,  two 
named  Kenneidigh,  and  Riagan, 
Lonnargan,  Kelionar,  and  Conga- 
lach;  from  one  of  those  named 
Kenneidigh,  has  descended  the  sept 
O'Conaing,  in  English,  Gunning ; 
from  the  other  Kenneidigh  has 
descended  that  of  0' Kenneidigh, 
in  English  O' Kennedy  ;  from  Ria- 
gan have  sprung  the  O'Ringains 
or  O*  Regans  of  Munster;  from 
Lonnargan,  the  O'Lonnergans ;  and 
from  Kelichar,  the  O'Kelehers. — 
From  Mathgamain  or  Mahon,  K. 
M.  son  of  Kenneidigh,  have  de- 
scended the  following  septs ;  name- 
ly, O'Beolain,  0'Sbellain,0'h-Ann- 
rachain,  Maclnneirigh,  O'Conga- 
laigh  and  OTuaina,  in  English,  0' 
Bolan,  O'Spiltane,  O'SIiechan,  0- 
Hanraghan,  MacEneiry,1  Of Con- 
nelly* of  North  Muniter,  and  O'- 
Toomy.  From  Echtigherna  (Ag- 
keerna),  son  of  Kenneidigh,  the 
sept  of  Ma^rath  or  MacGrath, 
Brehons  of  Thomond ;  and  that  of 
O'Ahern  or  O'Hearn.      Note — 


24. 


1.  7\*  sept  of  MatEneiry,  motion- 
ed above,  is  not  of  the  Dalamian 
rocs.    It  belongs  to  the  UÍ  Fid- 
gjWntt  of  Eugenian   origin.    2. 
These  Daloassian  O'ConneBtesmust 
not  be  eon/bunded  with  the  &Con- 
galaigh  or  O'Connetlies  of  Ltth 
Uuwn,who  artqf  a  different  ttotk. 
Congalach,  son  of  Kenneidigh,  left 
no  tame, — Ed.)  son  of 
Lorcan,  K.  M.     (The  Mowing 
are  the  surnames  of  the  elans 
descended  from  Lorcan ;  to  wit : 
from  Oosgarach,  son  of  Lorcan, 
have  sprung  the  Mainier  Senac- 
-        -^  theMuin- 


jrung  tne  Maura 
O'skmnarhans; 
limhm  or  matKm 


haitt,  or 

ter  Onaimhm  or  MacXnevins;  the 
Muinter  Ogain  or  OHojrant,  the 
Mninter  Aflathaigh,  or  (fHaUiet ; 
the  Muinter  Uallachain  or  O'- 
Hoolaghans;  Muinter  Maelrua- 
naidh  or  O'Mulronies;  the  Muinter 
Glodhairn,  Muinter  Angedha  and 
Mninter  Mani. 

It  Sb  also  from  this  Lorcan  that 
the  race  of  Brian  Finn  in  Dubh-thir 
(Duffeer)  of  Leinster  am  descended. 

Nora—  The  word  "Muinter," 
signifies  household  family,  people, 
and  eomettmee  posterity,  thus 
•  Muinter  Ogam*  mean»  Ike  pos- 
terity of  Ogan,  and  here  means  the 
same  thing  as  Uih-Ogain.)  son  of 

25.  Lactna,  son  of 

26.  Core,  son  of 

27.  Anluan,  son  of 

28.  Mathgamain,  or  Mahon,  son  of 

29.  Tordelbach.  (This  Tordelbach  had 
a  son  named  Algerian,  from  whom 
sprang  the  sept  of  O'Meadhra,  in 
English  O'Mara.)  son  of 

30.  Cathal.  fThisCathal  had  a  brother 
named  Oongal,  from  whom  des- 
cended O'Neill — that  is,  the  Mun- 
ster sept  of  that  denomination,  but 
not  the  great  O'Neill  of  Ulster— and 
O'n-Eoghan:  They  are  both 
sprung  from  Niall,  the  ancestor  of 
the  race  of  Maclnnrachtaiffh,  in 
English  MacEnright.)  son  of 

31.  Aedh  Caemh,  K.  M.  (It  was  this 
Aedh  Caemh,  that  seized  upon 
Cashel  in  spite  of  the  race  of  Eo- 
gan  Mor.  He  reigned  from  A.  D. 
671  to  A.  D.  601.)  son  of 

32.  Oonall,8onof 
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9ft  Astra  Tirech.  K.  M.,  boii  or  Dubb,  i.  c  f'ir  fílarA  Chitl.  Concobar 

4i>.  Fer-Ourli,  sun  of  Cuanach,   Murkertneh,   DiannuM  and 

41.  Mojjli-I  !orb,  K.  M.,  son  of  Donncadl),     Sutli  wna  tbr  progeny  of 

42.  Coftaua  Oas,  K.  M.,son  of  -  Mathgamain  of  MacjMim(rh,  sou  uf  Mur- 

43.  Olitd  Oluin,   K.  M.— Sn  Mo.  39,  kcrhieli,  son  of  Tordelbadi,  son  of  Tadg 
ptiigm  «/'  M<:i:<''iirt>'!i  M'ire.  Cael-uisgi,  for  so  far. 

Note.  —  llonncadli   ami    C  one  o  bar,         (.Vmriibar.suii  i.l  Matlignmain  Macu- 

inarked  Nos.  5  and  6  in  this  pedigree  niagli,   from   whom   hate   sprans   tlie 

of  O'Brien,  were  the  em-in  pi  varies  of  O'Briens    of    Carraig-O-CoiiinclF  mhI 

Domno.ll,   1st  liatl   of  L'lnueare,  with  l'olm!  Uriain,  (now  eulieil  CatllrainneU 

whom  the pedigreeof  MacCitrtliy  More  and  PMW'Titii  in  Ike  eoiiiili/iif    Lutt- 

connncnees.    The  present  on  ha»  then  (Tick),  was  for  eiylit  years  The  U'Brien 

been   begun  foar  or  five   generations  of  Th onion d.     Pobnl  Briniu  was  por- 

later  than  that  of  MacCarthy,  so  (bat  tioned  among  the  eleven  sons  of  Brian 

the  number  43  of  the  Daleissian  line,  after  tin  following  manner.1     *     *     * 

corresponds  closely  With  the  nundicr  39  Bat,  (o  return  to  those  eleven  sons  of 

of  the  Eugcaían. — The  numbers  pre-  Donncadh,  SOU  Clf  Brian,  to  whom  we 

fixed  to   the  several  Battel  are  nM  ban  brought  down  this  line,  they  all 

merely  in  facilitate  n  PTi.'iiee.and  by  im  died  without  leaving  any  posterity  but 

mamsint.-ndwl  to  establish  any  parallel-  females,  "il'i  the  KUapAtl I '  hn  iiirntli 

iflii  io  time,  which  cnuld   u.n  tie  done  son.  nami'ly,  Mnilipamain.  .-mi  uf  1 n- 

ifter  that  ninnner.  for  several  pedigrees  eadh. ,sori  of  Brian  l'ubli.     These  or 

continence  many  gem-ration  later  tlian  Mir.:  eliTidren  of  the  said  Mntbgumuiii, 

others.  namely.  bomiinll,  C 'obar  .Mael,  ltrian 

n.  Dubii.  Tndg,  Diarmaid  nud  Mnthga- 

TIÍB  (JBNEALOOT  0»  O'llMEN   OF  CASTLE-  main. 

cowmx,  iikbB.  ' I ' I n  - 1 -  ll r i -  1 1 i.- ■   ■_■  1  h  1 1 1 1  r h - r i   .if    IVltltiall, 

Hathgnmain,   or  Mahon,  of  Ma«i-  son  of  Donncndh,   namely.  Donucadh 

majrh,  son  or  Mnrliertaeh,  son  of  Tit-  and  M nrltertaeli.     Concobar  Mael,Bou 

delbach,  son  of  Tadg  (Teigw)   Cael-  of  Doiinetidlt,  had  one  son, namely, Tur- 

uisgi,  Bon  of  Concobar  na  Siudaui,  two  delbach.      Brian  Dubh,  sou  of  Donn- 

soas  hod  be.  namely,  Brian  of  the  Bat-  eadh,  bad  one  am,  namely,  Douncndh. 

Ue  of  Nenagh.  tVoin  whom  descends  tlie  Tailg.son  of  Konneudli,  son  of  Mathjra* 

O'Brien  of  Thomond  ;  and  Concobnr,  main,  had  a  numerous  offspring,  name- 

or  Connor,  fri'in  whom  lias  iprurvj-  the  lv.  Concobar  Mael.  who  went  to  Spain  ; 

O'Brien  of  I'a.nug-LJ-C.ihiooll,  rJ,IM  Don.nnll,   Diarmaid,    Tordelbaeb   mid 

Qatlecoanell  m  English.     The  year  of  Murcadh. 

om-Lordwhcu  the  said  Concobar  came  the  pkdioreb  op  the  above-named 
to    settle   at    Carraig-O-Coinnell   was         donncadh,  eon  of  briah  dubh  of 

1449.  CARRAIG-CHMINNELL,  HERB. 

Two  son?  had  this  Concobar,  namely,  1.  Donncadh,   Brian,    Murcadh,    and 
Diarmaid  and  Brian  Dubh.     Diarniaid  Domnall,  sons  of 

died  without  issue.  2.  Domnall,  son  of 

Brian  Dubh   had  one  son,  namely,  3.  Donucadh,  son  of 

Donncadh  MacBriain  Duibb.  4.  Domnnl!,  son  of 

This  Donncadh  had  eleven  sons,  but  5.  Donncadh,  son  oí 

they  all  died  without  issue,  with  the  C.  Brian  Dubh,  son  of 

exception   of  Mahon   or  Mathgamain  7.  Donncadh,  son  of 

MncDonncadha.  8.  Mathgamain,  son  of 

The  children  of  Mahon  were  Donn-  10.  Donncadh,  son  of 

csdh  and  Murkcrtach.  11.  Brian  Dubh,  son  of 

MnrkerLiehhad  butoncson,  namely,  12.  Concobar,  who  was  The  0 'Brian 
Tadg ;  but  Donncadh  bad  a  numerous  of  Thomond  for  eight  years,  from 

ofBprin^,  namely,  Brian  Dubh,  Domnall,  A.  D.  140*!  to  A.  D.  1414,  when 

*    »     «     »     *     Mathgamain,  Tordeb  he  resigned  the  chieftaincy  to  his 

bach     Kenncidijrb    called    the    Gilla  nephew,  Tadg,  son  of  Brian,  and 

43 
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22.  Fermac,  from  whom  is  derived  the 
tribe-name»  Kinel  Fermaic,  son  of 
23   Cu-allta,  sod  of 

24.  Slebin,  son  of 

25.  Dima,  son  of 
36.  Senach,  son  of 

27.  Rethi,  son  of 

28.  Aengus  Kenn-athrach,  son  of 

29.  Cas,  kc.—See  No.  36,  Pedigree  of 

O'Brien  of  Thomond. 

in. 

THE  PEDIGREE  OF  o'QUIN  07   OLANN 
IFERNAIN. 

1.  Concobar,  son  of 

2.  Domnall,  son  of 

3.  Domnall,  son  of 

4.  Thomas,  son  of 

5.  Domnall,  son  of 

6.  Donncadh,  son  of 

7.  Gilla-Scnain,  son  of 

8.  Donncadh,  son  of 

9.  Murcadh,  son  of 

10.  Core,  the  tutor  of  Murkertach, 
prince  of  Thomond,  A.  D.  1142, 
son  of 

11.  Feidlecar  O'Cuinn,  first  of  the 
name,  son  of 

12.  Niall,  slain  at  Olontarf,  A.  D. 
1014,  son  of 

13.  Conn,  from  whom  is  derived  the 
surname,  O'Cuinn,  in  English, 
O'Quinn,  son  of 

14.  Donucadh,  son  of 

15.  Sida,  sou  of 

16.  Conliiran,  son  of 

17.  Faclcadh,  son  of 

18.  Ifernan,  from  whom  the  tribe-name 
of  Clann  lfernain,  sou  of 

19.  Core,  son  of 

20.  Abartach.  son  of 

21.  Uilin  or  Cuilin,  son  of 

22.  Gemdelach,  soil  of 

23.  Colman,  son  of 

24.  Conall.  son  of 

25.  Aenc.ts  Kenn-atinn,  sou  of 

26.  CV.  «V-c—  Set:  No.  3G,  Pedigree  if 
O'Brien  of  Thomond. 

IV. 

PgDlfí RE K     OF   MA(:   MAHON,   C1IIEF   OF 
COKCA   BASKIX,  IN  THOMOND. 

i.  Tadg,  son  of 
2.  Murcadh.  sou  of 
3   TorJelbach,  sou  of 
4.  T&dg  Og,  son  of 


5.  Tadg  Mor,  son  of 

6.  Donncadh  na  Glaki,  son  of 

7.  Ruaidri  Buidhe,  son  of 

8.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

9.  Donncadh  Carracb,  son  of 

10.  Murcadh  na  n-Tngnadh,  i.  e.  of 
the  Wonders.  [This  Mnrcadh  was 
carried  off  from  Corca  Baskiu, 
and  never  afterwards  heard  of. 
He  left  after  him  but  one  son, 
namely,  Donncadh  Carracb,  an- 
cestor of  the  Mac  Mahons.]  son  of 

11.  Murcadh  Mac  Mathghamhna, 
pronounced  Mac  Mahowna  by  the 
Irish,  but  called  Mac  Mahoo  in 
the  tongue  of  the  stranger,  son  of 

12.  Mathqamain  O'Briain,  in  Eng- 
lish, Mahon  O'Brien,  son  of 

13.  Murkertach  Mor  O'Briain,  King 

of  Munster  and  Monarch  of  Ire- 
land, A.  D.  1094-1119,  from 
whose  younger  brother  Diarmaid 

?>rsng  the  O'Briens,  Bangs  of 
homond,  son  of 

14.  Tordelbach  O'Briain,  monarch  of 
Ireland,  A.  D.  1072-1086.— See 
No.  20,  Pedigree  of  O'Brien  of 
Thomond. 

Note. — The  names  in  the  foregoing 
pedigree  of  the  sept  of  Mac  Mahon,  are, 
with  the  exception  of  No.  13,  given 
on  the  authority  of  Dermod  O'Con- 
nor's translation  of  Keating.  No.  13 
has  been  inserted  on  the  authority  of 
the  verses  heretofore  quoted  in  the  ped- 
igree of  O'Brien,  and  of  the  uncon- 
tested traditions  of  the  Dalcassian 
tribe. — See  Dr.  O'Brien's  Laws  rf 
Tanistry.  Vol.  1  of  Vallancey's  Collec- 
tanea, and  O'Halloran's  History  of 
Ireland. 

v. 

PEDIGREE  OF  MACNAMARA,  OF  ROS   ROE. 

From  Dermod  O'Connor's  transla- 
tion of  Keating. 

1.  Domnall,    Donncadh,    and    Tadg, 

whom  that  translator  calls  Daniel, 
Donough,  and  Teigue,  sons  of 

2.  Sida  (Sheeda)  son  of 

3.  Finghin  (Finneen,)  called  Florence, 

son  of 

4.  Finghin,  son  of 

5.  Lochlainn,  son  of 
C.  Finghin,  son  of 

7.  Sida  Cam,  &c. — See  No.  8,  Pedigree 
of  Macnamara,  already  given. 
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who  are  called  Sliocht  Ruaidri 
Chaeil,  i.  e.  the  posterity  of  Ruaidri 
■  the  Slender,  and  Donncadh,  from 
whom  descended  the  family  of  Kill 
Cuirarith.)  son  of 

12.  Tadg  of  CallaiD.    (Brother  to  the 

Tadg  of  Callain  was  Seaghan  or 
John,  from  whom  sprang  the 
Clan  Mac  Seaghain  Q Carroll, 
who  have  been  recently  known  as 
the  family  of  Bailé  'SuadhJBally- 
noe) ;  and  this  John  was  The  0 - 
Carroll  until  he  was  slain  by  the 
sons  of  Mathgamain,  or  Mahon 
O'Becain.  at  Lis-buaili-cael.  This 
happened  in  A.  D.  1337.)  son  of 

1 3.  Ruaidri,  son  of 

14.  Maelruanaidh.  (Brother  of  this 
Maelruanaidh  was  Domnall,  from 
whom  sprung  the  Sliocht  Dom- 
naill  Baile-Edain,  i.  e.  the  pos- 
terity of  Domnall  of  Baile-Edain  ; 
and  it  was  he  that  immediately 
before  the  conquest  was  The  0- 
Carroll  both  of  Eli  and  of  Oirg- 
hialla,  and  it  was  he  that  held  Cal- 
lan  and  most  of  the  country  around 
it,  according  to  what  some  of 
the  old  Anglo-Norman  clans  set 
down  in  their  own  chronicles ; 
and  Giraldus  Cambrensis  names 
this  Domnall  as  one  of  the  seven 
most  honored  and  renowned  chief- 
tains that  were  in  Ireland  upon 
the  arrival  of  Henry  the  Second 
therein.  Those  are  the  names  of 
the  said  seven,  to  wit,  Diarmaid 
Mac  Carthy,  prince  of  Cork ; 
Domnall  O'Brian,  prince  of  Lime- 
rick ;  Maelscchlainn  O'Faelain, 
prince  of  the  Dorics,  or  Desi,  and 
of  Waterford  :  O'Neill  in  Ulster  ; 
Domnall  O'Carroll  of  Eli  and 
Oirjrhialla.  and  Ruaidri  Mor  O'- 
Connor, who  was  monarch  over 
them  all. 

Note.— Our  author  has  been  en- 
tirely led  away  by  Cambrensis  in  this 
statement,  in  as  far  as  it  has  caused 
him  to  confound  the  chiefs  of  the  to- 
tally distinct  tribes,  the  Eli  and  the 
Oirghialla,  whose  territories  lay  widely 
apart,  and  which  no  one  chief  could 
then  rule,  unless  he  had  made  himself 
master  of  the  powerful  intervening 
tribes,  which  no  chieftains   of  either 


O'Carrolls  ever  did.  Murcadh  O'Car- 
roll was  lord  of  Oirghialla  immediately 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  Henry  II. ; 
for  we  find  him  leading  his  tribe  in  the 
army  of  King  Ruadri  O'Connor  at 
the  siege  of  Dublin.  The  slaying  of 
Ruadri  O'Carroll  is  recorded  in  our 
annals,  where  he  is  styled  Lord  of  Eli, 
as  having  happened  in  A.  D.  1174, 
three  years  after  the  departure  of 
Henry.  So  that  Domnall  O'Carroll 
had  but  little  time  to  extend  his  sway 
over  the  clans  of  Colla  in  Oirghialla  and 
the  clans  Kian  in  Eli  during  the  in- 
tervening period.  It  being  now  noto- 
rious that  the  territories  as  well  as  the 
origin  of  north-eastern  and  the  cen- 
tral O'Carrolls  lay  widely  apart,  it 
were  idle  to  pursue  this  subject  fur- 
ther.— Ed.]  son  of 

15.  Tadg,  son  of 

16.  Finn.    [This  Finn  had  a  brother 

named   Donncadh,   from   whom 

came  the  Sliocht  Priora  Daighri 

and  the  Sliocht  Breuchner,  who 

are  called  Mic  Murcadha,  t.  e.  the 

sons  of  Murcadh. 

Note. — These  races  are  unknown 

to  the  editor.   The  latter  are  probably 

some  subsept  of  the  O'Carrolls,  who 

were  known  amongst  their  own  tribe 

as  the  Mac  Murroughs  or  Murphies.] 

son  of 

17.  Guill-bhelach,  otherwise  Goll"  an 
Bhclaigh,  slain  in  A.  D.  1205,  son 
of 

18.  Donncadh.  [O'Connor,  the  trans- 
lator of  Keating,  has  appropri- 
ated to  this  chief  the  deeds  of 
another  Donncadh  O'Carroll,  or  as 
he  has  been  heretofore  called  by 
the  present  editor,  O'Kerbaill,  the 
illustrious  founder  of  Mellifont 
and  chief  Oirghialla,  who  ruled 
his  tribe  from  A.  D.  1133  to  A.  D. 
1168,  during  which  time  the  death 
of  a  son  of  Finn,  lord,  of  Eli,  is 
entered,  as  before  stated,  under  the 
year  1163. — Ed.]  sou  of 

19.  Maelruanaidh,  son  of 

20.  Finn,  son  of 

21.  Domnall.  [Brother  to  this  Dom- 
nall was  Righ-bardan,  of  whose 
posterity  are  the  race  settled  at 
Cuil  na  bh-Fearnog,  Craeibhe, 
Cuil  na  g-Crebhar,  Bos  Cuana, 


&SNIAMWJY, 


2.  VMg,  HB  of 

3.  omiwoof 

4.  IlínrniJiid,  son  of 


6.  l>k 


9agn, 


,-. 


nof 


i  of 


tf.  Tnnmltnrh  Og,  «on  of 

9.  TWultach,  son  of 

10.  Hiarniaid.  am  of 
Ik  Rnigbni,  too  of 

Ooogilu 


13.  Iki 


nk-i.i. 
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14.  Ruaidri, 

15.  Donnslebi,  son  of 

16.  Coneobnr,  son  of 
11.  Runre.  son  of 

18.  Gaiwiu,  from  whom  Iho  Sliiintei 

Garthr»    (tin?    0  Gurus)  are  sur- 
namod,  son  of 

19.  Glethowhon,  son  of 

20.  Saergus,  son  or 

21.  Bee,  son  of 

22.  Flaithius,  son  of 

23.  Taichlcnch,  boo  of 

24.  Kennfadadh.  sou  of 
25-  Diarmaid,  sou  of 


9S.  ftnnbamsoBtf 

2".  IJrr  nann,  nnn  of 

28.  Nudfrati-h,  son  of 

29,  J-'i.kn.  »onor 
m.  Pi.kliiiir,9«nof 
31,  Art  t'orb,  sou  of 
.'IL'.  Nla.Hi  Ootb.BOOO* 

311.  Lni,  from  whom  the  Luighni  arc 

named,  son  or 
34.  Tndif.  &e.—St*  No.  43,  Pedmree 

of  0- Carroll  of  Eli. 

Note-— Some  generations  betWoen 
Lni  and  Connnc  Galeng.  eon  of  Twig, 
have  been  omitted  or  skipped  over  in 
this  pedigree.  It  would  appear  also 
that  Boine  extra  names  iiavo  bci-n  in- 
troduced bvDiirmod  O'Connor,  or  some 
one  else,  into  the  pedijrrec  of  O'Cniroll, 
in  order  to  make  out  Itonncadh,  King 

nir.L'liiiillii.  i» I'  Ilii-uiii-csUira  of  tl/u 

chiefs  of  Kli.  UUiilloi-iiu  ■U-.*1-  the 
septs  uF  MncK.e<>Lrh,  (I'ltiordon,  and 
( I't  ''.>ri-i.iniii.  ill  uf  Iliu  rai'e  uf  Kitiu.  ■  ■ 


CHAPTER    IV. 


TnosE  of  the  descendant!  of  Ir  that  left  ottering  after  tliem  were  chiefly  two, 
namely,  tonal!  Ki-imlulIi  and  Fergus  Mat'  lloigk. 

From  Gonall    Ken  much   oume    Mac    Aoa;.'iisa.   iiur/iti*/    Mngenni»,   and 
O'Mordn,  Auslit.ise  I  OM,,-,  „„J  O'Mwre,  wiihjhiir  correlative*. 

FruQi    l\  i:^, !i.J    ■jb'jm;;    ill'.-    <_('<  '■.:»'.-■  ■l.ihuii"   KiiiM-.i). !'■'■,  ii'i^'ifcd    ()'('", uwr 
Kerry,  the   O'Concobhttir   Corcamraadh,  anglicised  O'Connor  Corcomroe,  and 
O'Fergail,  anglicised   U'Ferrall  and  O'Fearratl,  with  their  correlatives. 
I.  11.  Kchmiledh,  son  of 

PEDIGREE     OF     MAGENMS,    Of    VI     Ei-      12.    Ruaidri,  SOD  of 

THAÍTI   CLADD,   HERE.  13.   GÍlla-OoluÍm,  BOB  of 

1 .  Art  Rnadh,  son  of  14.  Dubious!,  son  of 

2.  Acdh,  son  of  15.  Aedh  Remkar,  son  of 

3.  Domnatl  Og,  son  of  16.  Flathbcrtach,  son  of 

4.  Domnnll  Mor,  son  of  17.  Echmiledh,  son  of 

5.  Acdh,  fcn  of  18.  Aengus  Og  Magennis,  in  Irish, 
C.  Art,  son  of  MacAengusa,  The  first  of  thu  sur- 


ly. Arnous  Mor,  from  whom  is  the 
Magennis  derived,  son  of 


i.  Acdh.     [Tlie  MS.  copies  begin  the 
series  xcitli  Donneadh,  brother  of 
this  Acdh.     The  above  seven  names 
are  found  in   Vermod  O'Connor's     20.  Echmiledh, 
f  ra  ratal  ion,— Ed.]  son  of  21.  Aedh,  son  of 

8.  Art  na  Mndlimmin,  son  of  22.  Aengus,  son  of 

9.  Murkertach,  son  of  23.  Adita,  son  of 
10-  Biagan,  son  of  24.  Laignena,  bod  of 
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O'Garvpys,  Wards  or  Muc-an  Blairds, 
the  Mai;  * j  ilia  Iiiabbaiiih  (perhaps 
Mac  Gilroy,)  and  several  others. 


I.  Cothal  Ituadli,  who  went  to  France 
iu  l(iD2,  when  the  nobles  of  Ireland 
were  forced  to  flee  thilher,  son  of 

3.  Coneohar  Cam,  sod  of 

3.  Concobar,  sou  of 

4.  Dooucadli  Mae).  (Instead  of  Dobb- 

codh  Mael,  another  copy  ami 
O'Connor,  in  hid  translation,  trace 
liiolintrfriMii  his  brother,  Concobar 
Finn,  through  Coneobar  liacaeh, 
to  Seagliaii  on  Fhioua,  or  John  of 
Uie  Wiue.)  son  of 

5.  Con    ■ 


.   Ebrii:,  potior 

!.  MiM'liiiiiint,  son  of 

i.   Umkibh.  Ron  of 

.   Mesiticun,  sou  of 

i,  Sabhal  or  Saul,  eon  of 

:.  M.i'ii-Arl.fflii  of 

.  Oirlwimwr, or  Or*  .S'c.imcir.sonof 

:.  Eooiidh.soiiof 

'.  Aitri,  sob  of 

i.   IvxhariiLiia,  or  Aghnauiaíu,  son  of 

.   Fiadimtin.  son  of 

!.  IMbual'Uou  of 

.,  Bam.  son  oC 

,  Lomni,  (ailW  son  of  i 

ofTamlLiin  by  DiTmodO'Uouuor.) 


uof 


uof 


Bncnao,  so 


10.  DtarmiuJ.  son  of 

11.  Matligwnain.  or  Malwn, 

12.  JJiuruiaid  .Sluagach,  son 


II  of 


of 


13.  Coneobar, 

14.  Mat  b  ),ii  m  a  in,  son  of 

15.  Core,  eon  of 

16.  Mae-lietha,  O'Connor,  or  O'Con- 
cobair,  who  was  slain  at  Clonturf, 
A.  D.  lOH.eonof 

19.  Mure-lach,  bob  of 

20.  Concouar,  from  whom  the  name 

21.  Cathal.son  of 

22.  Atdh,  son  of 

23.  Tadg.  son  of 

24.  Ruaidri,  sou  of 

25.  Culuudna,  son  of 

26.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

27.  CWobar,  son  of 

28.  Finn,  son  of 

29.  Maclfi.Tlilainn,  sou  of 

30.  Flann  Fearns,  son  of 

31.  Oolmau,  son  of 

32.  Cobilmdi,  son  of 

33.  Recta  Iirai.ii.  son  of 

34.  Min-Hnili,  sun  of 

35.  Aedh  Loglia,  son  of 

36.  Durthaclit,  son  of 

37.  Scuaif,',  son  of 

38.  Recta  or  Hechtach,  hod  of 

39.  Ferba,  son  of 

40.  Imcadh,  aon  of 


.  Astainiiin,  s 

.   Mogli-Tai'Lh,  si 

0(.  Kinr,  sou  of 

U.  !'■     9     Hm  itoi«i'.  K.  U.    [Up. 

was  called  Mae  IMgh  from   Lin 

mother.]  son  of 

59.  Rosa  Rr.*nu,  boh  of 

SO.  liadraide.  monarch  of  Ireland,  Ac, 

—  &f  Ao.  Mi,  Pt'Ujiitc  it/  Muxw). 

From    Kiur   (fiitior)   son   of   Plttgnfl 
M.ie  ÍL"i-h,   tin'    Kiarruidhc,  i.  c. 
the  race  of  Kinr.have  thoir  name. 
Hence  come*  the    modern  term, 
Kerry.  Son  of  Fergus,  sou  of  Rosa 
Ruadh    wa*    Core,   from   whom 
sprang  O'Connor  of  Corcomroe,  ' 
O'Lochliu    of    Barren,   and    the 
Muintor  Arga  and  Muinter  Flath- 
bertaigh  of  North  Maralcr.  From 
Coumac,  sou  of  Core,  sprung  the 
Mac  Rannells,  or  Reynolds,  aud 
the    O'Farrells,  with    their   cor- 
relatives.    Of  the  race  of  If,  son 
of  Miledh,  arc  also  the  Muinter 
Maninn,  or  O'Mannings,  the  Muin- 
ter Eocadh,  or  Mac  Keoglis,  the 
Uuinter  Kethirn,  or  Kearus,  and 
the  Clann  Mic  an  Bhaird,  or  Mac 
Wards. 
Note. — The  O'Duagans  and  O'Cos- 
grans  of  Fera   Maigue  Feni,  and  the 
O'Cathails,  or  O'Cahils,  of  Kerry,  are 
of  the  same  stock  with  the  O'Connors 
Kerry.      Of   this  race  are  also    the 
O'Lalors  of  Laeighis,  of  the  same  race 
with  the  O'Mores.     In  this  territory 
there  were  seven  septs  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Laeignaecb.  Keun-mor,  of  the 
line  of  Ir. — Ed. 
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(Niull  of  Tin)  Nine  HiMtajiv*  Inn! 
eight  sons,  namely.  I  jiegari,  11.  H., 
Kifgnii,    Fku\iidli,  linnii,   Carbri, 

Muni.  0 ''I  Golbno,  and  Coiiali 

Orenitlumii.  From  I^icgari.  mo- 
narch of  Ire! a : k !,  on  SI,  ['nu'klt's 
arrivnl  therein,  descends  U'l.Viu- 
-WUíd,  oik'.!  ,„  EnghtA,  0K„* 
Man  and  Q'Quiiilivmt  ;  from 
Eogan  sprang  the  Btoek  (if  this 
branch  ;  of  the  posterity  of  Mnni 
are   the.    liillniviii^  septs,  namely 


the-     Sin 
whoso  f 


the     Foj 


II..  í 


i  of- 


fer lac  ,.:..■ 
Mil/  Lugtiidh  «ui  Entatd/t  FííiJ- 
/rcA.)  Bon  of 

.  Kocaidh  Fehlleoh,  P..  II..  sun  of 

.  Fion,  sou  of 

.   Finuloriin,  son  of 

.  lloighucn  Ktinrlh,  son  of 

.   Esiniihaiii  i'l'  Einhain,  son  of 

.     IJlilllui'.'tB.SOUOf 

.  Lnljraidh,  sou  of 

.  Emu  Aii;liii,'(;h,  II,  II.,  son  of 

,  Acrigus  Tuirmech  of  Temhair,  R. 


n. 


nof 


bo  fumily  nam';  was  origin- 
O'CaUianiaiirh,  (I'lln^an, 
O'Eoian,  i.  e.  O'Eouan  of  the 
Oi  Neill  race,  but  not  tVRonnn, 
.or  O'Rnnaync  of  -Monster,  Mac 
Coinmedha,  or  Mac  Conway,  the 
Moiiitir  s-Uinliain,  the  O'Duigiiu- 
ui,  O'Muleonry,  O'Brecn,  the 
Mninter  Cnihlieuin,  0:Shiduil,  or 
O'Shict.  U'Cahalim,  the  Mninter 
MuirglR'-a,  OT.ii'^hanina,  now 
Mac  Carron,  uud  Mac  Amhn.1- 
gaidli,  now  Mac  Awley  of  Cal- 
rnide  ;  fi'nm  (.Jinall  Ciilkiri  sprung 

O'Domu'll,  with  the  septs  of  that 
tribe,  as  we  shall  set  down  hero- 
after  ;  of  the  race  of  Conall  Crem- 
thnni  sprang  O'Maclsechlainn,  in 
English,  t )  Melnghlin,  and  the 
brunches  of  i  hat  slock.  Of  the 
posterity  of  Carbri  and  Emia  we 
know  nothing.)  son  of 
líoeaidh  Miiirii-medon,  R.  H.,  son 


Marcdadi  Tirccli,  It.  H.,  so 
Fiacaidh  Sriibthini,  It.  H., 
Carbri  Liliear,  B.  II.,  son  of 
Connac  Ul-fada,  It.  II.,  son  of 
Art  Aeitifer,  R.  II  ,  son  of 
Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles,  R. 


of 


of 


Feidlimidh  Rectmar,  B.  II, 
Tuathal  Tec t mar,  IÍ.  II.,  son  of 
Fiacaidh  Finiioluidh,  R.  II., son  o 
Fcrndnch  Fiiui-fuclitiiacli,  B.  H. 

G'rinithiino  Niadh  Nairi,  R.  II., 

IjOgnidh  Riabb-n-derg,  B.  H.,  son 
of 

'l'ln"  three  Finns  of  Emhain,  i.  e. 
"  Mac  na  (i-'I'ri  Uh-Finn  Emhnn.' 
See  rt marks   upon  this  strange 


-.  Koeaidh  Folt-lethan,  R.H.,sonof 
.  UUld  Cas-i'uM.'laeh,   Ii.  H.,  son  oi 
.  Counla   Oroaiiih-cheigach.  R.  H., 
son  Of 

.  Iaranu  Glco-fathach,  R.  H.,son  of 
.  Mdri  Molbthacfc,  Ii.  II..  son  of 
,  LVbthncli  Cat't-Hit'iipb,  son  of 
,  lagnni  Mor,  R.  H-.  son  of 
.  Eocaidti  llnadach,  son  of 

i.  Punch  Laghr,iL-h,  R.  II.,  Bon  of 

i.  Fiacaiilh  Tolgrach,  E.  H.,  son  of 

l.  Mnrcdiich  liuL'rach,  son  of 
.  Simeon  lirec,  R.  H.,  hod  of 

!.  Acdgun  tilas,  son  of 

I.  Nuadhu  Finn  Fail,  Ii.  II.,  son  of 

1.  Uiallcaidh.  R.  H.,  son  of 

i.  Olild  Olonein,  son  of 

'■.  Sionia  Sacghalncli,  II.  II., soil  of 

'.  liinu,  son  of 

(.  Kothectuch,  B.  H.,  Bon  of 

i.  Maen,  son  of 

i.  Acugits  Ol-mncaiilh,  R.  H.,snn  of 
.  Fiacaidh  Laliranni,  R.  H.,  son  of 

!,  Sniirgnlhson  of 

I.  Enbotli,  son  of 

u  Tighernmas,  R.  H.,  son  qf 

>.  Follamhnn,  son  of 

i.  Ethrial,  B.  H.,  son  of 

'.  Irial  the  Prophet,  R.  H.,  son  of    , 

L  Ehimhos,  E.  H.,  son  of 

i.  Miledh  of  Eabain,  Ac— See  No- 
87,  Pedigree  of  Mae  Carlhy  More. 


THE 


Of   ODOIWELL   OF  KINKL 


1.  Acdh,  son  of 

2.  Rnoidri,  son  of 

3.  Acdh,  who  died  in  A.  D.  1600,  and 

whose  aon,  Aedh   Rundb.fledto 
Spain,  where  he  died,  A.  D.  1602 
son  of 
i.  Magnus,  son  of 


UFtíEALOfiV. 


8.  QBDOObw  an  Einigh,  son  of 

y     SeuglliHl,  BOO  of  ' 

HI.  Doninnll.  son  of 

11.  Aendiles,  son  of 

12.  Ooawbtf,  son  of 

13.  Doornail,  son  of 

14.  Runtlri,  Bon  of 

15.  Aengus. 

16.  Murkertaah, 

17.  Diannaid, 

18.  Concobar, 

19.  Doornail  Finn, 

20.  Dounciidh  Dona, 

21.  Domnall, 

22.  Maeugal, 

23.  DonneiulhO'DocburtnighorO'Do- 
berty,  the  iirst  llmt  bore  the  fanii- 


lyn: 


UOf 


24.  Mnongnl. 

25.  Dochahtacii,  from  whom  the  Dome 
O'Dohcrty  is  di'rited,  son  of 

26.  Maeugal,  son  of 

27.  Fimuv,  boo  of 

28.  Kennfaelodh.— See   No.  2S,  Pedi- 
gree of  U'Doiinell. 


1.  Tordelbach  ltuodb,  chief,  son  of 

2.  Tadg  Og,  sod  of 

3.  Tadg,  son  of 

4.  Tordelhach,  son  of 

5.  Niall,  son  of 

6.  Tordelbach  Ofc  son  of 

7.  Tordeibaeh  Mor,  son  of 

8.  Niall  Ruadh,  son  of 

9.  Menman,  son  of 

10.  Concibar,  son  of 

11.  Kelladi,  son  of 

12.  Gillu-llrighdi,  son  of 

13.  Aendiles  0  Boighil!,  in  English, 
O'Boyle,  son  of 

14.  Garbuti,  son  of 

15.  Baioiibl,  from  whom  the  name  is 
derived,  son  of 

16.  Bkadaqan,  son  of 

17.  Murfcertach,   Ac.      See    No.    25, 
Pedigree  of  O'Doimell. 

Note. — The  foregoing  three  pedi- 
grees arc    arranged   from   those  pub- 


lished by  Dr.  O'Donovim  with  th<> 
battle  of  Magb  Rath.  The  lollowiug 
k  ha  Dertuod  O'Connor  «  translation 

Of   IvL'Ulillg. 


C  StAQEOntlEt.AN. 

,.  Con co bar,  or  Connor,  and  UoitnU, 

sons  of 
:.  Catbbach,  son  of 
i.  Conula,  sou  of 
.  UoitnU,  son  of 
t  Niall,  son  of 
.  ltostt,  son  of 
.  Counla,  son  of 
.  Coucobar,  son  of 
.  Laijrhnech,  sou  of 
i).   Cuniila,  son  of 
1.  Aedh  Buitlhe, 

•J.  f  I  iu  I'll  mid,  son  of 

;l,  Dunucadb,  son  of 

4.  Murkertach,  son  of 

,"i.  Uuiigalucb,  son  of 

6.  Conpdaeb,  son  of 

7.  Murliortach,  sun  of 
g,  Murkertach,  son  of 
y.  (.'ucidma,  son  of 

0.  Allium,  sou  of 

1.  Cuiigalaeh,  son  of 

2.  Ucnin.-adb,  son  of 

3.  Mnrcadh,  son  of 
Í.  Amalgaeh,  son  of 


of 


.  Kwuidb,  son  of 

.  Eocnidh,  eon  of 

■.  Crimthann,  son  of 

.  Uilla-Callain,  son  of 

i.  Amalgaeh,  son  of 

.  Ruaidn,  Hon  of 

:.  Ineirgi  Mac  Eochagain,  or  Ma- 

jreoghegan,  son  of 
:.  Eocbao  bah,  from  whom  the  family 

name  is  derived,  son  of 
;.  Cosgarach.sonof 
'.  Amalgaeh,  son  of 
;.  Tnatbal,  son  of 
.  Fucaiud,  son  of 
;.  Niall  of  the  Nine  Hostages,  It.  H. 

&c.     See  No.  36,  Pedigree  of 

O'Neill. 
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posterity  of  Cathal,  son  of  this 
Muredaeh.  are  the  septs  ot'O'Flao- 
nagnuo/"  Connaugltl ,-  O  nlulrenin  ; 
and  O'Maeimoeheirghe,  in  English 
O'Muimilgltery  and  Earl»;  of  the 
race  of  Fergus,  son  of  Muredaeh 
MaeUletann,  is  MacSatuhragain, 

lal&l  t-iita  Somen.]  son  of 

28.  Fergus,  son  of 

29.  Raghollacb,  K.  0. 

30.  Feradach,  K.  0. 

31.  Aedh,  K.  0,  [Of  the  posterity  of 
this  Aedh  is  OTlyiiLiui.] 

32.  Eocaiilh  Tirmcarnu,  K.  C.  soli  of 

33.  Fergus.  [Of  the  posterity  of  this 
Fergus,  are  0'  Ruairc  and  MacTier- 
man ;  from  Fergus  likewise  sprang 
O'BeiHy.andMucBrady.andMac- 
Cosnamha,  now  translated  í'orde ; 
another  son  of  Fergus  was  Duach 
Teng-umha  (K.  U.,  slain  A.  D. 
530),  from  whom  sprung  O'Flah- 
ertj,  and  Mac  Acdlia,  now  translate 
ed  ihlhtgh,  Hugka,  and  Ha>jcs\. 

34.  Muredaeh  Mai,  K.  0.,  son  of 

35.  Eogan  Sriabh,  K.  C,  son  of 

36.  Duach  Ualnch,  K.  C,  sou  of 

37.  Brus,  K.  C.  [This  Brian  had 
a  son  named  Oirbsen,  from  whom 
sprung  O'MaJIcy;  he  had  auotbcr 
eon  named  Erca  Derg,  from  whom 
sprung  MacBranan,  MacKeogh, 
and  O'Hanly.  Front  him  tlie 
O'Connors,  Vliva.rcs,  CSeilliei, 
and  tlieir  correlatives,  took  the 
vcicnc  name  of  Vi  Briuin  or  Vi 
Sriain]  son  of 

38.  Eocnidh  Moijrh-mcdo»,  B.  H.,  &c. 

Sec  No.  31,  Pedigree  of  O'Neill. 


4.  Catbii,  son  of 

5.  Aedh,  son  of 

0.  Dinrmaid,  sou  of 

7.  Carbri,  sou  of 

8.  Eogan  tVi'h.  MB  Of 

!).  T'Yidllinidli  Giwach.stin  of 

10.  TonoEMucH  Dosn,  son  of 

11.  Aodh,  &c.     See  No.  1(1,  ftdffrw 
of  O'Connor  Roe. 


<>i  [..uiraTV,  or  west 


1.  Cathal  or  Charles,  author  of  the 
Dissertation  on  the  History  of 
Ireland,  born  A.D.  1710,  son  of 

2.  Donncadh  or  Denis,  son  of 

3.  Cathal  Og,  son  of 


.  Iluiiidii  Uk,  nr  Itoderic,  author  of 

the  "gygia,  son  of 
!.  Aedh,  son  of 
!.   KuMlilri,  Boa  of 
I.  Murlii-'MucbtSon  of 
i.  Aedh  Og.  sou  of 
'.  Aedh.  HB  of 
i.  Gilln-dubh,  son  of 
i.  Brian  na  Isoinseeh,  son  of 
>.  Domuall  na  g-Comthncu.  son  of 
.   Muvlii.Tliidi  an  IjIiíIulti,  «..in  til' 
!.  Buaidri,  son  of 
!.  Aedh,  son  of 

i,  Bnaiilri  nfLoel  Kiini.  SOU  of 
i.  Muredaeh  Mor  O'FlathlierUigh, 

in  Knirlisli,  O'FIahurty,  son  of 
..   M:n'leuhird,  son  of 
'.  Flathuebtach,   from   whom   the 

surname  is  derived,  son  of 
(,  Emhiii.  son  of 
i.   Murciulli,  son  of 
i.  Uromhan. 
,  Macuacb,  son  of 
I.  Flatbniadh,  son  of 
'.  Fiangalach,  son  of 
>  Finn  Eodba,  son  of 
'.  Amalgnidh,  son  of 
':  Kemifaeladh,  son  of 
.  Colgan,  son  of 
>.  Aedh,  son  of 
|.  Senach,  son  of 

.  Duach  Teng-Umha,  K.  C,  sou  of 
.  Fergus,  son  of 
.  Muredach  Mael-Ietlutn,  K.  C,  Ac. 

See  No.  27,  Pedigree  'f  O'Connor 

Reo. 
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;.  Flunn.SOD  or 

.  Concobar,  son  of 

>.  Brian,  sou  of 

L  Aedh,  sonof 

i.  MurkerUth.  son  o( 

.  Douneadh,  son  of 

:.  Aedh,  son  of 

!.  John,  sod  of 

:.  El>S»!l.  son  of 


10.  Uilli-K.-lliii-h.  it 
oof 


I  of 


.  Cuncubtu-,  job  of 

.  Flann.son  of 

.  Gillo-ua-naemh,  son  of 

.  Ciijiu'lu.  aon  of 

.  .Mii.'li'iibjill  l.Ui'Kiilliin,  in  English. 
O'Heyne  nod  Hynea,  whose  bro- 
il lit,  Míii.-h'iiiLiiiLÍJh,  wus  slain  nt 
Glontarf,  A.  D.  1014,  son  of 

Í.  Flann,  son  of 

:.  V.iiis,  from  whom  the  family  natne 


lot 


.  Cleireeh,  from  whom  the  O'Cleries 
derive  their  name,  tlnij  being  des- 

wiiilnl  li-i'tii  Miivlliiliiiill.  UU  oldest 

nof 


27.  Cnmasgach,  son  of 

28.  Cnllimogh,  son  of 
2$.  Torpa.  sou  of 
30-  Fergal  Aidni,  K.  C.  sod  of 

31.  Artftal,  son  of 

32.  Uuairi  Aidni,  K.  C,  son  of 

33.  Colmas,  K.  C.son  of 

34.  Cobthacb,  *c— Sec  No.  36,  Pedi- 
gmof&i 


5.  Diarmaid.  son  of 

6.  T&dg,  son  oi 

7.  Diarmaid  of  the  Three  Schools,  son 

of  - 

8.  Gilla-Ilial.bioh.  ;">n  <■!" 

9.  Gilla-Brigbdi.  so»  of 

10.  Cormac,  who  settled  in  Tir  Con- 
kill,  A.  D.  1352,  sonof 

11.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

12.  John  Sgiumbacb,  son  of 

13.  Doornail,  son  of 

14.  (Jilla-Isa,  son  of 

15.  Tadg,  son  of 

16.  Muredach,  son  of 

17.  Tighernach,  sou  of 

18.  Uilla-na-riiiemh,  son  of 

19.  Doornail,  son  of 

20.  Engan,  «on  of 

21.  Brit'ii.  son  of 

22.  Cugneta,  Chief  of  Ui  Fiacbrach 
Aidni,  died  A.  D.  1025,  sou  of 

l*:i.  (;;i!:.-K..-'!. .:■;'..  ci:iL-f -o  i'i  K^.-!,- 

rath  Aidui.  from  wh< 
Mao  Gill»  Kellaigb  o 

24.  Conhalton,  Chief  of  Ui  F.  A.,  son 
of 

25.  Msdlabaill,  Chief  of  Ui  F.  A., 
who  died  A.  D,  887,  sou  of 

26-  Cleibelti,  the  progenitor  from 
whom  thy  surname  is  derived,  ic 
—See  Ao.25,  Pedigree  of  O'lkyne. 


This  was  once  a  chief  family  of  Ui 
Fiachrach  Aidni.  A  branch  of  it  af- 
terwards became  chief  historians  of  Tir 
Conaill.  I !.i  members  obtained  pos- 
sessions in  various  parts  of  Ireland, 
through  tlieir  talents  as  historians  and 
bards. 

1.  Cu-coigcrichi,  or  Peregrine,  one  of 
the  compilers  of  the  Annals  of  tbe 
Four  Masters,  who  died  in  A.  D. 
16G4,  and  whose  sixth   desoendent 

14.  Logaidh,  son  of 
3.  Mac-con,  son  of 
-4.  Cu-coigcrichi,  son  of 


tbb  PEDiaiun  OF  o'dowda,  OS  O'DOlTD, 

Or  NORTHERN  OI  FIACUBAOH. 

1.  David,  slain  A.  D.  1690,  son  of 

2.  Dathi  Og,  son  of 

3.  James,  son  of 

4.  Dathi,  son  of 

5.  Dathi,  son  of 

6.  Tadg  Riabhach,  chief  of  hi»  name, 

slain  A.  D.  1536,  son  of 

7.  Bogan,  son  of 

8.  Coneobar,  son  of 

9.  Diarmaid,  son  of 

10.  Maelruanaidh,  son  of 

11.  Kuaidri,  son  of 

12.  Domnnll  Cleirech,  sod  of 

13.  Hen  Brian,  son  of 

14.  Taithlech  Muaidhe,  son  of 

15.  Maelruanaidh,  son  of 

16.  Donncadh  Mor,  son  of 

17.  Aedh,  eon  of 

18.  Taithlech,  son  of 


GKNKALOGY. 


marly  alnavs  found  written  !,c  and  sp 
in  the  more  ancient  M8S.  That  tire 
d  was  formerly  fully  pronounced  iu 
tocIi  positiotis,  its  retention  by  the 
Gaels  of  modern  Scotland  in  such 
words  ns  Dombuald,  Rngbnald.  Ibibli- 
guld.  which  the  Irish  write  and  pro- 
nounce Donihnatl,  Raghnall,  Dubhgiilt, 
ia  rather  conclusive  prooC. — Ed. 

Note  2,— Tn  this  pedigree  several 
generations  have  hoen  omitted  in  llie 
editor's  copies,  between  Oofraidb,  or 
Godfrey.  No.  21.  and  Brie,  eon  of  Oaf- 
Ibann,  So,  25.— The  names  in  italics 
are  supplied  from  tho  Ogygia. 

THE   FEDWRKK   OP  O'tELLV  l}f  t'l    kAKI, 

1.  +Eellacli  of  Amrhrim.  shun  A.  D. 

1641. son  of 

2.  fTadg  of  Aughrim.     (These  two 

names  are  supplied  from  tlie  pedi- 
gree of  the   O'Kelley.  published 
with   tho  tribes  and  customs  of 
theUi  Mani.)  son  nf 
:!.  FiT'i>'ivli:i,  rhiefof  Hi  Mani.  son  of 

4.  Kellucb,  son  of 

5.  Domuall,  son  of 

G.  Aodli  na  Colli i,  son  of 

7.  Uiliam,  son  of 

V.  Maeliechlninn,  son  of 

9.  Uiliam  Iiuidlie,  son  of 

10.  Donneadti  Muimnech ,  eon  of 

11.  Concobar  Mor,  sod  of 

12.  Donunll  Mor,  son  of 

13.  Tad;c  Taltcnn,  son  of 

14.  Ci.)iH'i.ib:irofthe  Battle, son  of 

15.  Diarmaid,  sou  of 

16.  Tadg,  son  of 

17.  Concobar,  son  of 

18.  Concobar,  son  of 

19.  Tadg  Mor  of  the  Battle  of  Brian, 

slain  lit  Olontarf,  A.  D.  1014,  son 
of 


21.  Aedh,sonof 

22.  Kci.LACrr  or  Ceallach,  from  whom 
the  Ui  Kellaigh  have  tlieir  name, 

23.  Finnacta,  eon  of 

24.  Olild.sonof 

25.  Inractach.     (This  Inraclach  had  a 
brother  named    Coegarach,  from 


whom  has  sprung   Mac  Aedngai 
or  Mac  Epwi.)     Son  of 
.   Fill  ike!  Ineli,  son  of 


.   lllntliLieh,  son  of 

Filhhllnclt,  «M  ;f  tins 

:s  the  iint.tsfi'n  •■{  il'Iimi- 


2H,  DicoJIa.     (Fil/ittlhdi,  . 


iieltan.)  m 
.  Began   Finn.      (Brollier    to   thin 

líuL'íiii  firm,  was  Kogan  Bimduch, 

or   Btiac,  from  whom   sprung  0'- 

M  addon.)  eon  of 
.  Corrmic.  son  of 
.  Carbrí  Crom.  son  of 
.  I',  riidii.h,  son  of 
.  Crimthann    Cad   (anemtor   of  Hie 

Cruffbm.)  si 


.  Lugnidh,  son  of 
.  Dalian,  eon  of 


M,   Brcsal,  5t 

37.  Mani  Mor,  from  whom  the  Ci  Ma- 
ni or  Hy  Mani  arc  called,  sons  of 

K.  Kocaidh  Fer-du-ghiall,  son  of 

:*9.  Do*  nail,  son  of 

40.  Imcadh.  (This  Imcadh  bad 
brothers,  namely,  Degaidh  Born, 
from  whom  Mac  Mnhonof  Moiuigli- 
im  sprang,  and  oleo  O'h-lnracli- 
tatgn.  tu  Englis/i,  O'HimmUu ; 
Roeadh.  from  whom  sprang  Ma* 
Ruire  and  Mar  Tiernan  of  Clan 
Fcrgail ;  and  Fiachra,  from  whom 
sprung  O'Haulou  and  O'Niullum 

42.  CoLr.A  Da  Cbiocb,  son  of 

43.  Eocaidh Duibleio,  tc— SeeNo.29, 
Pedigree  of  Mae  Donald. 


1.  Cuconnacht  Mor,   slain  at  Angh 

rim,  bod  of 

2.  Aedh,  son  of 

3.  Brian,  sod  of 

4.  Cuconnacht,  sod  of 

5.  Cuconnacht,  son  of 

6.  Cuconnacht,  eon  of 

7.  Brian,  eon  of 

8.  Philip,  son  of 

9.  Thomas,  son  of 

10.  Aedh,  son  of 

11.  Ftathbertach,  son  of 

12.  Donn,  aonof 

13.  DomnaJ],  son  of 
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Winning   septa,  settled  in  Aiba,  iiamrdy.  tlie  Kind   n-flniiin.  Man   Ailnmiinin, 
,     Mac   Eoghain,  Mac  Boitbreoli.  Har  Hiiln-Kniii,  and  Mac  liilliL-l<aghtniui.' 

From  L'urbri  Mn-^.  are  named  nil  lli'.'  -u-'pts  "I'  (In1  Muijrruhly  lluit  divull  io 
Munst<_'%a"d  of  thi-i  raod  i»  O'Falvy,  l  >'<  Vului-II,  iiuil  It'Sln-.i  of  IJiKiuind,  und 
O'Quirk  of  Musgraide.  From  Carbri  Rmnhaflill,  Curcohojikio  has  its  uoinr. 
tint  we  know  nothing  <>{  hid  ftOHlerity.' 

Note  1. — Tin:  editor  dx-s  it  it  know  ilic    Knudisli  liirm*  i.f  these   tritnvuainee 

2.  The  descoodiiuW  of  Carbri  Baacljaeiu  are.  ueeordinji  lo  our  most  jndidons 

*.  the  O'lioniieUs  nod  O'ltaskins  of  the  count)-  of  (JUre. 


29. 


fi.  Coi 


not 


.  Kenut'idiirli  or   Kinaeth,  eotii|Ui_Tor  SU. 

of  the.  Pick,  vn  of  40. 

8.  Alpin,  goo  of  41. 

9.  Eocaidh.  son  >if  42. 

10.  Aedguti  Finn,  sou  of  43. 

11.  DomangOrt,  SOU  of  44. 

la.  Fergus  M..r  Mar.  Mir.',  founder  of  45. 

the   Kingdom   of   Did  Itiada.  in  46. 

Alba,  «mot  47. 

13.  Ere.  eon  of 

14.  Eocaidh  Munreniuar,  i 


Mogh   Uuill'Ul,  SO»  of 

Lugudh  Eilathiich,  MO  of 
Dari  Dorn-Mor,  son  of 
Carbri  Finn-Dior,  sou  of 
Cnoari  Mor,  li.  U.  son  of 
Kdirsgeof.  K.  II.  son  id* 
Kogau,  sou  of 
Ulud,  sou  of 
'I'nr,  son  of 
Degaidh.son  of 
Sin,  son  of 

lioSÍII,  »00  of 


,  1m- 


nof 


19.  Son-Uormaic,  boo  of 

20.  Cruthluath,  son  of 

21.  Fidit-rgi,  otherwise  Fioncad 
of 

22.  Egar  Kerr,  son  or 

23.  Eocaidh  Andoid,  son  of 

24.  Fiacaklh  Cathroacl,  sou  of 

25.  Foirded,  son  of 

26.  Ere,  son  of 

27.  Carbri  Uiada,  son  of 

28.  Conari  Ii.  II.,  sod  of 


nof 

43.  H othren.  sou  of 

44.  Mani,  sou  of 

45.  Forga,  son  of 

46.  Fenidutli.  son  of 

47.  Olihl  Eromi,  from  whom  tUs  Er- 
naigh  ihm  nuatdj  foil  of 

48.  FlACAIDIl  KB  It-UAH  a,  hou  of 
40.  Aengus  Tuirmncli,  of  TVmhair,  R. 

II.— A«    So.    GO.    Pedigne   q/' 

O'NuiU. 

Note.— Keating  baa  followed    the 

Scotch  genealogists  in  the  names  that 
coDnect  Fergus,  the  founder  of  the  Dal- 
Riada  of  Scotland,  with  Carbri  Ria- 
da.  According  to  O'Flahertj,  the 
Irish  genealogists  say,  that  Eocaidh, 
father  of  the  said  Ere  or  Eric,  was  sou 
of  Aeugag  Fer,  son  of  Fergus  Ulidh, 
son  of  Eocaidh  Fortamhad,  son  of 
Feidlimidh  Lamh-doid,  son  of  Kings, 
sod  of  Guairi,  «on  of  Fimitan. 


CHAPTER  X. 


have 
give 


CobthaCH   Maei^Breaoh,  had  a  brother  named  Laegari  Lore,  from  whom 
re  descended  the  Leinster  tribes  of  the  line  of  Erimhon.     Of  these  we  shall 
'a  the  Oaemaauftigh,  i.  e.  the  0'Kfi.vanagbs. 


GENEALOGY,  flffi 

38.  Eogan,  son  of  name    Ui    Falghi,    it    derived, 

39.  Nathi,  son  of  soo  of 

40.  Bosa  Falghi,  i.  e.  Boa»  of  the  41.  Cathaeir  Mor,  Ao— See  No.  36 
Rings,   from   whom    the  tribe-  Pedigree  of  &Kavanak 


CHAPTER  XL 

THE    PEDIGREE  OP  THE   POSTERITY  OP  LUGAIDH,  SON   OP  ITH, 

DOWN  HERE. 

the  pedigree  of  o'dbisooll,  hebe.  38.  Degaidh  Derg,  son  of 

I.  Finghin,  called  Sir  Florence  by  the  39.  Derg  Thini,  eon  of 

English,  son  of  40.  Nuadha  Airgthech,  eon  of 

2«  Concobar,  son  of  41.  Lachthani,  son  of 

3.  Concobar,  son  of  42.  Log[h  Feidlech,  son  of 

4.  Finghin,  son  of  43.  fEnmhon,  son  of 

5.  Mac-Con,  son  of  44.  f&iamhain,  son  of 

6.  Mac-Con,  son  of  45.  Osa  or  Eraamhain,  son  of 

7.  Donncadh,  son  of  46.  Bin,  son  of 

8.  Mac-rCath,  son  of  47.  Maths»,  son  of 

9.  Donncadh  Mor,  son  of  48.  Lngaidh,  son  of 

10.  Fothad,  son  of  49.  Edamhain,  son  of 

II.  Finn,  son  of  50.  Mai,  son  of 

12.  M&c-ConnrO'h-Edir$geoúfinEng-  51.  Lngaidh,  son  of 
lish  O'Driscoll,  son  of  52.  1th,  son  of 

13.  Fothad,  son  of  53.  Breogan,  king  in  Spain,  and  grand- 

14.  Edirsoeol, /row  whom  the  name  is  .    father  ofMuedh,  tie  founder  of  the 

derived,  son  of  Clarma  Milidh,(rc    8ee  No.  89,  P#- 

14.  Finn,  son  of  digree  of  Macarihy  Mor. 

15.  Nnadha,  son  of 

16.  Donogal,  son  of  Note. — The  names  marked  thus  (f) 

17.  Maeltuli,  son  of  have  been  inserted  from  the  pedigree  of 

18.  Dungus,  son  of  Lngaidh,  called  Mac-Con,  R.  H  ,  given 

19.  Aengus,  son  of  in  the  body  of  this  history. — Ed. 

20.  Folactach,  son  of  Of  the  posterity  of  Lngaidh,  son  of 

21.  Fannan,  son  of  Ith,  are  the  following  clans,  namely, 

22.  Comdan,  son  of  Mac  Flancadha,  of  Dartraide,  L  e.  Mac 

23.  Colman,  son  of  Clanchy  or  Clancy,  of  Dartry,   in  the 

24.  Flannan,  son  of  county  of  Leitrim;  O'Cowhig,  or  Coffey, 

25.  Brannamh,  son  of  O'Curneen,  O'Flynn  Arda,  O'Bari  of 

26.  Edirsgeol,  son  of  Rinn-Muintir-Bari,  O'Leary,  of  Roscar- 

27.  Nathi,  son  of  bery,  OTrevor,  O'Carnan  ;    and  likc- 

28.  Aengus,  son  of  wise  the  sept  of  Mac  Allen,  in  Alba.  i. 

29.  Mac-Con,  R.  IT.,  e.    modern   Scotland,  which  descended 

30.  Mao-Xiadh,  K.  M.,  from  Fathadh  Conan,  son  of  the  Mac- 

31.  Lu^aidh,  son  of  Con,  son  of  Mac-Niadh. 

32.  Dari  or  Dari  Fer  Ulni,  son  of  Note. — Several  names  appear  to  have 

33.  fFer-Ulni,  son  of  been  left  out  of  this    pedigree,  in  as 

34.  fEdbolg,  son  of  much  as  it  fells  short  by  several  genera- 

35.  fDari,  son  of  tions,  of  the  royal  lines  descended  from 

36.  fSithbolg,  son  of  Eber  and  Erimhon,  the  companions  of 

37.  Edamrach,  or  Degaidh  Temrach,  Lngaidh,  son  of  Ith.    The  descendants 
son  of  of  the  Clanna  Breogain  or  Irish  Brig- 
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CHAPTER  L 

KINGDOM  OF  MUMHA,  OB  MUNSTER. 

The  Kingdom  of  Mvmtkrn  in  Irish,  Manilla,  Momhan,  and  Mamhaln,  to  Mid  to  derive  It» 
name  from  Eocaldh  Momho,*  who  wm  king  of  Monster  and  monarch  of  Ireland,  of  tha  taoa  of 
Eber,  about  eight  centuries  before  the  Christian  era.  Ancient  Monster  oomprteed  the  present 
counties  of  Tipperary,  Waterford,  Cork,  Kerry,  Limerick,  and  part  of  Kilkenny,  to  which  was 
added  the  territory  now  forming  the  county  of  Clara»  by  Logaidn  Mann,  king  of  Monster,  of  the 
race  of  the  Dolcasslana,  In  the  latter  end  of  the  third  oentury.  Ancient  Monster  contained 
the  following  sub-dlvialona,  namely,  Tuadh  Mumhan^or  North  Mojister,  anglicised  Thomond: 
Déi  Mumha*)  or  Sooth  Monster,  rendered  Desmond;  Urtnhumha  or  OirmhumKa,  East 
Munster,  and  anglicised  Ormond,  and /ar  MwnhaA,  or  Watt  Manater. 

The  Eberlans,  or  the  Milesians  of  the  race  of  Ebar,  poeecssed  Manater;  Vot  the  dosoandanta 
of  Ith,  son  of  Breogan,  and  uncle  of  MUeeina,  also  possessed  la  early  time»  a  great  part  of  it 
The  race  of  Eber  furnished  most  of  it»  kings,  many  of  whom  were  menarahs  or  Ireland.  These 
Eberlans  are  called  by  the  old  annalists  Dergthinl,  from  one  of  their  kings. 

The  race  of  Ith  also  furnished  many  king»  of  Monster,  and  tome  monarch»  to  Ireland,  in  the 
earlier  ages.  They  were  called  Darinl,  from  one  of  their  kings.  Tha  Dergthinl  and  Darini  had 
Treqoent  contests,  before  the  period  of  the  Christian  era.  for  tha  aoTareignty  of  Manater,  which  they 
they  at  length  asr  eed  to  hold  alternately.  While  the  head  of  one  race  reigned  at  king,  the  other 
held  the  office  of  chief  Brehon  or  Jadge. 

The  Clanna  Drgaidh,  another  race,  settled  In  Manater  a  abort  time  belbre  the  Christian  era. 
They  were  named  Degadh»,  from  Degadh,  their  ehle&  and  they  ware  also  called  Emam,  from 
Ollla  Eronn,  a  prince  of  Ulster,  and  grandfather  of  Degadh,  These  Dogan1ina,or  Ernans,  ware 
of  tha  race  of  Erimhon.  Being  expelled  from  Uleter  by  the  race  of  Ir,  they  want  to  Manater, 
where  they  were  favorably  received,  and  had  land»  allotted  to  them  by  Duaen,  king  of  Manater, 
of  the  race  of  Eber,  who  was  then  fall  monarch  of  Ireland.  Tha  Cuanaa  Degatdn  make  a  re- 
markable figure  in  the  ancient  history  of  Monster.  They  had  there  extensive  poeseeilona,  and 
they  were  the  chief  military  commanders  of  Monster,  and  once  nearly  masters  d  tha  entire 
country.  Some  of  them  became  kings  of  Monster,  and  three  of  them  -area  monarch»  of  Ireland, 
namely,  Edlraceol,  and  his  son  ConarL  and  Conarl  IL,  a  descendant  of  Oonari  L,  who  waa 
monarch  of  Ireland  in  the  beginning  of  the  third  century.  From  Carbrl  Blada,  son  of  Oonari  IX, 
descended  the  Dalrladlana,  princes  of  Ulster,  who  planted  a  colony  In  Alba  or  Scotland,  la  tha 
third  century.  From  them  were  descended  the  Soottlah  kings  of  the  MUeniin  race,  and  the 
royal  bouse  of  Stuart  In  the  second  eentary,  the  Degadhs  becoming  so  powerful  aa  nearly  to 
assume  the  entire  sovereignty  of  Monster,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  race  of  Eber,  they  warn 
attacked  and  conquered  by  the  celebrated  Eogan  Mor,  or  Mogh  Nuedath,  who  expelled  them 
from  Munster,  except  such  families  of  them  as  yielded  him  submission.  Amongst  the  chief»  of 
the  Clanna  Degaldh,  are  mentioned  Darl,  and  his  son  Curigh  Mae  Dart,  famous  warrior»  In 
Munster  about  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era,  Eocaidh  Ahrcrfk-ruadhs  or  Eocaldh  of  the  Bed 
Brows,  of  the  race  of  Eber,  a  man  of  gigantic  stature,  was  king  of  South  Monster,  and  Curigh  Mac 
Darl  was  prince  of  North  Munster.  He  was  succeeded  by  Carbrl  Finn  Mor,  son  of  the  monarch 
Conarl.  who  was  also  of  the  Clanna  Degadh,  as  king  of  Munster.  Jo  the  second  eentary,  amongst 
the  battW's  fought  by  the  monarch  Tuathal  Tectmar,  are  mentioned  those  of  Magh  Raighni, 
and  of  Clur  or  Clare,  in  which  fell  Fellm  and  Conall,  two  princes  of  the  Degadhs  of  Munster. 
Eocaldh,  the  son  of  Darl,  succeeded  as  king  of  both  Munsters.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  second 
•vntnrr,  Eógan  Mor,  or  Mogh  NiMdath^  called  also  Eogan  TaidlecK,  or  Eogan  the  Splendid, 
of  the  race  of  Eber,  and  maternally  descended  from  the  Clanna  Degadh,  was  a  celebrated 
warrior :  and  having  contended  for  the  monarchy  of  Ireland  with  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles, 
thev  at  la<t  divided  the  island  between  them;  but  Eogan  waa  afterward»  defeated  and  forced 
to  fly  Into  Spain,  where  he  lived  many  years  in  exile,  and  married  Bera,  a  Spanish  princess, 
dauirhtor  to  Eber.  a  Spanish  king,  and  entering  Into  a  confederacy  with  Fraech,  the  son  of  Eber, 
oolhcto'l  a  powerful  army,  with  which  they  landed  in  Ireland,  to  recover  tho  sovereignty  from 
Conn  of  tho  Hundred  Battles,  and  both  armies,  A.  D.  195,  fought  a  tremendous  battle  on  the 
plain  of  Magh  Lena,  in  which  Conn  was  victorious,  and  Eogan  Mor  was  killed  by  Coll,  the  son  of 
Morna,  the  celebrated  Fenian  champion  of  Connaught  of  the  Fer-bolg  race. 

Olii.t>  Glum,  the  son  of  Eogan  Mor  by  the  princess  Bera,  and  son  in-law  of  the  monarch 
Conn  of  the  Hundred  Ba'tles,  being  married  to  his  daughter  Saba,  having  contended  with  Log- 
aldh  Mac  Con,  a  prince  of  the  race  of  Ith,  for  the  sovereignty  of  Monster,  defeated  him  and 
Nemeth,  prince  of  the  Ernans,  In  a  great  battle  at  Eenn  Febradh,  in  which  Eogan.  the  son  of 
Olild.  «dew  Dadar  tho  Druid,  and  Kemetb  was  slain  by  Carbrl  Blada:  after  this  victory,  Ollld 
Olom  bcc.imo  king  of  Monster. 

Oui.d  Olum  had  threo  sons,  Eogan,  Cormae  Cas,  and  Elan,  and  by  his  will  he  made  a  re- 

Note.— This  appendix  is  chiefly  taken  in  an  abridged  form  from  the  description  of  the  Irish 
provinces,  given  in  tho  notes  to  Connellan's  Translation  of  the  Four  Masters.  It  is  intended  to 
servo  as  a  sruide  to  the  map. 

*  It  is  much  more  likely  that  Eocaldh  Mumho  derived  hi»  surname  from  Momha, 
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"Chief  of  Former  of  well  fenced  fcrta, 
Is  OTOngan  of  Dunmanann — 
▲  tribe  of  Gaels  of  precious  Jewels— 
O'Koeffo  is  chief  of  Glen  Avon. 

u  OTteeffe  of  the  brown  end  handsome  brow*, 
Is  chief  of  Urluachra  of  the  fertile  lands, 
The  Inheritor  of  the  land  of  the  hospitable, 
Which  Tie  in  beauty  with  the  nUr  plains  of 
Meath" 


It»  possojaofs.  The  OXshans 
took  their  name  In»  one  of  their  ebieft  in 
the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  century,  named 
Cnlloan  O'Lletban,  who,  in  A  D.  *■•  <*,  bnlit  Cns- 
tle  Lohan,  now  OastMypns,  winch  was  tho  chief 
•eat  of  that  nunily.  The  Ó'Lehans  are  thus 
mentioned  by  O'Heerin ; 


"Lard  of  IF1 
lathe 


a  warrior 
of  the  hartsHans  of  Man* 


Th^O^ecnVaweTnmanheJeefDeemoadand       OfTJl 


princes  of  rermoy.   They  had  several  eastles. 
the  chief  of  which  were  those  of  Dromagh  and 


be  to  rightful 
Tho  host  of  keen  arma,  nfUgh  nobility." 


6.  Mao  Doxvcamm.  or  Mac  Dooogh,  waa 
chief  of  Duhalla,  now  the  barony  of  Duhallow, 
in  the  county  of  Cork.  The  Mac  Donaghs  were 
a  branch  oftheMacCartbys;  they  were  princes 
of  Duhallow,  and  their  chief  residence  was  the 
magnificent  castle  of  Kanturk 

6.  CMathghajihiva  (0'Jfaho*ena\  or O'Mtk- 
bony.  The  O'Mahonys  are  given  by  O'Heerin 
as  chiefs  of  UI  Eachach,  and  also  of  Klnol  m- 
Bod;  the  latter  Is  now  the  barony  of  Kinal- 
metky.  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  UI  Kachach 
was  In  modern  time»  called  Ivangh,  which  com- 
prises the  whole  peninsula  In  the  barony  of  West 
Carbcry,  extending  from  Ballydebob  to  tho  hay 
of  Dmmanua.  Tbo  territory  Klnel  Aedha  also 
was  nnciontly  possessed  by  the  O'Mahonys;  It 
Is  now  called  the  barony  of  Klnnalee,  In  tho 
county  of  Cork.  They  bad  also  a  large  territory 
In  Mnakerry,  south  of  the  riTor  Lee,  In  the 
county  of  Cork,  and  also  another  territory  called 
Ttobrnd,  in  the  county  of  Kerry.  They  are 
thosdenbjnated  by  O'Heerin: 

M  Irahagb,  most  western  part  of  Banba  (Ireland), 
Is  the  great  estate  of  O'Mahony— 
A  well  watered  land  of  fair  fortresses 
Extensive  are  its  brown  nut  producing  plaina, 

**0f  Kinnalmeaky,  of  pleasant  fields 
All  round  Bandon,  of  fair  woods. 
The  warlike  chief,  in  Tictorj  supreme. 
Is  O'Mahony  of  the  coast  of  white  foam." 


The  O'Mahony»  had  several  castles,  as  those 
of  Eoebrin.  Ardin tenant,  Blackcaatlc,  Bsllydes- 
mond,  Dunbcncon,  Duninanus,  Kingmahon,  Ac., 
all  alonp  the  sea  coast 

7  O'Ckllapiiaiv,  or  OTallaphans,  given  by 
O'Heerin  as  chiefs  of  Clar  Bert,  and  of  Klnel 
Aedha.  The  territory  of  the  O'Callaghans  was 
also  called  Pol.ul  O'Catlaghan.  signifying  O'Cal- 
laghan's  people,  and  extended  from  Mallow  west- 
ward, on  both  sides  of  the  Black  water,  In  the 
barony  of  Duhallow,  county  of  Cork,  and  com- 

£ri«ed  the  prevent  parishes  of  Clonmcen  and 
Lilshannick,  an  extensive  territory  containing 
about  fifty  thousand  acre*  They  are  thus  men- 
tioned In  the  poem  of  O'Heerin: 

"Over  Klnnalea  of  the  fertile  lands. 
Rules  O'Callaphan  of  the  plain  of  Beam, 
A  land  of  blue  waters  and  bripht  sunshine, 
Is  that  country  of  tho  most  expanded  bay." 

The  O'Callaghans  are  of  the  Engenlan  race,  and 
of  the  same  branch  as  the  Mac  Carthys. 

8.  O'Liattiax.  or  OTohan,  by  some  rendend 
to  TA*ne  and  Lvons,  is  given  by  O  Heerin  cffllf 
of  TJ1  Liathaln,  and  of  VI  Anmohadha.  The 
OXeban*  lad  the  territory  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  afterwards  called  the  barony  of  Barry- 
more,  from  tho  Anglo-Norman  family  of  Berrys, 


9.  OTlowit,  or  O  Frynn  wss  chief  of  Arda  and 
TJ1  Baghasnsn,  aceef  ding  to  O^Heerin.  atrritery 
In  the  barony  of  Oarbory,  and  also 


dtotriotin 
county  of 

_  . sod  by  the 

to  OMeertn,  extended  from 


tho  river  Drlbssasi.  or  Dripsoy,  to  Bollyveor- 
ney.  OlfaoUashafi  to  another  chsef  given  by 
O'Hoorm  in  the  same  territory.  The  OTOynns 


are  thus  mentioned  by  O'Heerin; 

"OTrynn  Arda  of  tho  blooming  woods, 
A  tribe  of  the  purest  pedigree; 
HetrtotWhn^ahlniseMhBnan, 
They  are  tho  clan  of  Ul~ 

•*  Of  tho  race  of  Conor!  of  thosTent 
Let  us  speak  of  tho  chief»  of  MuseraJde, 


A  host  whom  tho  bright  son  aaratea 

On  tho  toad  of  tho  hfartlneans  of  Monitor." 

TJI  Baghamna  Is  now  the  barony  of  Ibane  and 
Barryroo,  adjoining  Carbery. 

10-  Mao  Axxablwl  or  Mac  AuMfe,  glren 
by  O'Heerin  as  chief  of  tho  country  from  Am- 
hain  Xlln  westward  beyond  Glenn  Balcein.  This 
territory  was  in  tho  barony  of  Duhallow,  In  tho 
county  of  Cork,  extending  westward  from  tho 
river  Alia  to  tho  borders  of  limerick.  Those 
Mao  AnUfien  worn  o  branch  of  tho  Mao  Oarthyn, 
and  possessed  the  territory  called  Glen  Omra. 
in  the  barony  of  DuhaHow.  The  last  chief  of 
the  family  was  colonel  of  a  regiment  In  Spain, 
and  died  about  the  year  1720.  Their  chief  scat 
was  Castle  Mac  AuUffa,  near  Newmarket.  The 
Mac  Auliffcs  are  thus  mentioned  by  0  Heerin : 

u  Far  beyond  the  beautiful  river  Ella, 
To  the  west  of  Glen  Salcaln  of  tall  trees, 
A  fair  land  of  affluence  undented ; 
The  territory  belongs  to  the  noble  Mac  An- 
liffe." 

Another  chief  in  this  territory  is  mentioned 
by  O'Heerin,  as  follows : 

u  An  estate  of  the  plain  of  Core  belongs, 
It  is  Aes  EUa  of  the  fine  level  land. 
To  the  stately  scion  of  Banba  of  the  ringleted 

hair. 
He  Is  OTedgamna  of  Dun  DurlaiB." 

11.  ODoinfAOAnr,  or  Donncgan,  chleto  of 
Mulscritb-na-dtri-Magh,  or  Mnscry  of  the  Three 
Plain*,  now  the  half  barony  of  Orrery,  in  the 
county  of  Cork.  They  are  thus  mentioned  by 
ODugan: 

"The  country  of  ODonnegan  Is  eerrifled, 
The  great  M oakery  of  the  Three  Plains, 
It  belongs  to  the  host  of  polished  steel- 
A  district  of  charming  sunny '     *  ~ 
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8&  The  O'Ahxxjis,  O'EowAXiras,  and  0* 
Hums,  were  alio  old  and  respectable  families 
he.  the  county  of  Cork. 

lAX-MuVSA. 

86.  The  CCohoobhat*,  or  O'Oonors,  kings  of 
Kerry,  are  thus  mentioned  by  O'Heerin  In  his 
topographlealpoem: 

"Let  us  leave  the  warlike  race  of  Conarl, 
Princes  of  Erne  of  golden  shields. 
We  come  to  our  friends  the  race  of  Fergus, 
They  are  entitled  to  command  oar  attention. 

••The  king  of  Klarralde  orer  the  elana  of  Kiar, 
OXJonor  ralea  the  land  by  right, 
ruef  of  the  plain  of  fertile  fields, 
From  the  tea  shore  to  the  Shannon  of  clear 


They  took  their  name  from  Conchobhar  or 
Goner,  one  of  their  ancient  cbieA.  The  O'Con- 
ors  Kerry  were  very  powerful  as  kings  and 
princes  of  Kerry,  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
fiat  Fttimanrlcea,  earls  of  Kerry,  got  much  of 
taw  possessions  of  the  O*0onors,  whose  ancient 
principality  was  diminished  to  the  territory  call- 
ad  Oireaeht  TJ1  Cboachobhalr,  signifying  the  in- 
heritance of  O'Conor,  now  forming  the  barony 
ef  Iraghtlconor.  The  O'Conors  Kerry  had  ser- 
eral  strong  castles,  the  chief  of  which  was  that 
ef  Oarrlgafoyle,  at  the  small  Island  of  Carrie; 
near  the  month  of  the  Shannon,  but  alter  the 
KHnbetblan  and  Oromwellian  wars  most  of 
tnetr  estates  were  confiscated. 

ST.  O'Doioccn  adha.  or  O'Donogboes,  given  by 
O'Heerin  as  chiefs  of  Lough  Lein,  and  also  of 
Ckn  Belbhuidhe,  and  thus  designated  In  his 
topography,  together  with  the  CGarroUr : 

uO*Donoghoe  of  Lough  Leio, 
And  of  the  Hesg  who  Is  rail  powerful, 
Bnle  orer  the  Clan  Selbalde, 
They  are  men  of  happiness  In  Monster." 

*  ODonoghoe  of  Lough  Lein — 
He  is  prince  of  that  Eoganacht ; 
O'Carroll  is  there  oar  kinsman, 
Of  Dure  and  noble  origin." 

The  O'Donogboes  were  of  the  Engenian  race 
of  Ibh  Ecbach,  tho  other  great  sept  of  which 
tribe  took  the  name  <»'Mahonv;  and  originally 
settled  In  that  part  of  Desmond,  now  the  county 
of  Cork,  where  they  possessed  a  lanro  territory, 
extending  from  Inbkean  to  tho  borders  of  Ban- 
try,  and  from  thence  northward  to  Ballyvnrny 
and  Macroom,  comprising  the   district  called 
Iveleary,  <  wliich  is  part  of  Carbery,)  and  also  a 
great  portion  of  Mnskorry :  but  in  tho  twelfth 
century,  the  O'Donojrhocs  were  expelled  from 
Cork  by  tho  Mac  Carthys  and  O'Mahonys,  and 
nettled  In  Kerry,  where  they  became  proprietors 
«»f  ail  the  country  about  lioch  Lein  and  Killar- 
Uey.      The   O'Dónoghoes   continued    powerful 
chieft  flown  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when,  In 
consequence  of  having  joined  the  earls  of  Tyrone 
*nd  Desmond,  most  of  their  estates  were  con- 
tlscated.     The  O'Donogboes  were  divided  into 
tiro  great  branches,  namely,  those  of  Loch  Lein, 
•"d  those  of  G^cnflesk.  the  latter  called  O'Dono- 
giiort  Moro      Tho  O'Donogboes,  lords  of  Loch 
Z^l     l-fi    their  chief  castle  at  Ross  Island,  on 
•  °1o  nfthe  J»ke5  °t  Killarney,  the  romantic  ruins 
Of!^?,       BtiU  remain. 

to»   X>T)ó»ii*írA,LU  OT  CKDonnell,  of  the  same 
**0e  as  t£o   O'Ponoghoes,  is  given  by  O'Heerin 


as  a  chief  of  Clan  fihalvuy, 
follows:* 


"Clan  8elbaide  of  the  Umpfd  streams, 
Recorded  as  a  well  known  land, 
Belongs  to  O'Domnslll  of  the  powerral  hand, 
Who  took  possession  of  the  brown  nut  plain." 

89.  OCatbaill,  or  O'OebiU.  A  branch  of 
the  Kiarraide  took  this  name  from  Cathal,  ono 
of  its  chiefs.  The  race  is  of  the  same  blood  as 
the  O'Connors  Kerry.  The  name  is  still  numer- 
ous In  the  counties  of  Kerry  and  Cork, 

40.  ThjoO'CABJMun.prln^  of  Loch  Lein,  are 
mentioned  by  O'Heerin,  and  also  In  the  Annals 
of  Tnisfkllen,  In  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  can* 
turies. 

41.  OTALmn^orOTalvey.rfvenbyO'neerin 
as  chief  of  Cores  Duibfane,  and  of  the  territory 
from  the  Hang,  westward  to  Flontralgh  or  Ven- 
try.  Cbrxui/iittAn^lsnowthebarooyofCor- 
csguineyj  hi  the  county  of  Kerry.  The  OTsl* 
veys  were  powerral  cfalolk,  and  m  ancient  timet 
held  tho  rank  of  hereditary  admirals  of  Des- 
mond. 

42.  CSkadha,  or  0*8bea,  la  also  given  as  a 
chief  of  Ibh  Bathe  or  Iveragh. 

48.  O'OowoMAiLL,  or  O'ConneH,  la  giren,  by 
O'Heerin,  as  chief  of  Magh  Oa-Oo4ncAit%n^ow 
the  barony  of  MagDnlhy,ia  Kerry.  The  three 
last  mentioned  chieft  am  stated  by  O'Heerin,  in 
his  topography,'  to  be  of  the  race  of  Clan  Conarl. 
that  is,  the  descendants  of  Conarl  IL,  monarch  of 
Ireland,  In  tho  beginning  of  tho  third  century, 
who  waa  of  the  race  of  the  Ctanns  Deqatd,  of 
Munater.  They  am  thus  designated  by  O'Hee- 
rin: 

"  After  the  battaUona  of  Ctar  Broad,  • 

Let  us  treat  of  the  clans  of  Conarl, 
Fair  Fenian  heroes  from  Tolach-an-Trir  (an 

ancient  name  of  Tata,) 
Rulers  in  Munster  of  the  smooth 


"Three  chiefs  who  posssissd  the  lands, 
Of  Cores  Dubnl  of  the  fine  forces, 
O'Valvey  the  warrior,  and  O'Shes, 
The  strengthening  bond  of  the  eastern  parts. 

u  O'Connoll  of  sharp  swords 
Rules  over  the  shady  fortress  of  Magonlhy, 
like  a  stately  tree  In  hazel  woods. 
Is  the  Munster  leader  of  the  cavalry  forces. 

41  From  Mang,  westward,  is  the  estate. 
Possessed  by  O'Falvey  as  far  as  Ventry ; 
Without  dispute  an  extensive  land, 
Was  obtained  by  CShea,  chief  of  Iveragh.'1 

44.  O'Labghaix.  O'Leyno,  or  Lane,  chief  of 
Ui  Ferba;  and  O'Duibhduin,  chief  of  UI  Flan- 
nain,  districts  in  tho  county  of  Kerry,  are  thus 
mentioned  by  O'Heerin : — 

"  OXaeghatn.  a  warrior  of  fame, 
We  found  him  over  Ui  Ferba ; 
O'Cathnendaigb  obtained  the  land, 
Firmly  settled  under  the  high  hills  of  Coalan. 

44  Ui  Flannaln  an  extensive  land, 
A  verdant  country  of  delightful  streams, 
O'Duivdin  over  this  fertile  soli. 
Rules  as  its  chief  and  protecting  lord.*1 


*  These  must  not  be  confounded  with  the 
great  O'Domhnallls  orODonnetls  of  IMrconnell. 
—Ed. 
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fanatffiy.  Ta^Oarowa,  ««film  of  Parte  Tho 
afaa  Cardura,  «wit  of  Olaniúare,  earls  of  Ofaa- 
Miftj,  aaria  of  Moskorry,  «ad  earfe  of  sfonat» 
coabeL  The  Barrys,  baroaaof  Olothaa,  TtJoaaatl 
of  Battevant,  and  earl»  of  Barrymore,  Too 
Boehoa,  barons  of  Oastlaiongh,  — d 


In  Kerry,  the  following  hare  bam  tho  noble 
famlliosdnco  tho  rein  of  king  Join.  ThoFtte- 
monriooi,  baron*  of  Ltanaw  and  0*00*107,  Tie- 
eodata  of  Otaaaaaarioa  tad  carls  of  Sony;  the 
FftagoraJds,  knlghta  of  Kerry;  the  Browne,  earls 
rfaTaoinan.  and  rlaimiinta  nffTaatlirnai 

TXOMOVB, 

Tvoatoxo  under  its  ancient  kings,  extended 
fiaan  the  laiee  of  Anan,  off  tho  coaat  of  Gal  way 
to  BUahfa  JUbttBDl  bow  the  Folim  moantalne, 
1b  the  coanty  of  Tlpperary,  and  tboneo  to 
Kaookoay,  inthoeoonty  of  Umerlok;  aad  from 
TieapheaH  *t  the  mouth  of  the  tfhaanon,  to 
Qtooey,  00  tho  borders  of  Tlpperary,  Kilkenny, 
tad  tho  Queen's  county,  tho*  oomprlataf  tio 
county  of  Clare,  and  the  greater  part  of  thoee 
of  Uaiorlok,  aad  Ttpporary.  Bat  to  later  ttaaea, 
Tbomond  was  oooJUiod  to  tho  primal  coanty 
of  Clare, 

1.  Tan  O'Bmana,  Knwa  o»  TaoaiosTBw^Tho 
•opt  of  O'Brien,  or  0' Brian,  took  tta  name  from 
ffc  aaoeator  Brian  Bvromha,  From  the  time  of 
aw  asanaroh.  It  had  become  not  only  tho  ruling 
aualiy  of  Dalcaasians,  bat  of  tho  whole  raeo  of 
Shan  At  the  time  of  tho  Kaglleh  torattoa, 
tho  brare  Domaail  O'Brhda.  one  of  itamomborv 
waa  aoreretgn  of  Oaahoi,  of  which  ho  w 
king.  The  O'Briens  maintained  a  loag  aad 
fierce  oooteat  for  their  independence»  with  tho 
Anglo-Norman.  They  aaoaoadod  to  maiataln- 
iof  their  power  at  kings  of  Thoaaoad  aad 
Lbwlut,  natll  tho  year  1018,  whoa  Moroadh 
O'Brien  roaooaoed  tho  tlUee  of  O'Brialn,  aad 
King  of  Thomond,  for  the  English  style  of  Karl 
of  Tbomond.  The  O'Briens  ara  atlll  a  vary. 
namoroa»  race,  thoagh  aoattorod  throaghoat 
Monster,  and  Lef  nster,aad  other  porta  of  Ireeaad 
Horn. — Unlike  moat  other  Irish  races,  tho  fopt 
•till  possesses,  amongst  its  members,  one  man, 
with  whom  none,  either  of  the  clan  of  Brian  Bo- 
romha,  the  tribe  of  Cas,  the  line  of  Eber,  or  of  tho 
whole  nation  sprung  from  Mlledh  of  Esbain, 
can  dispute  the  first  place.  Other  tribes  are, 
it  is  true,  still  represented  by  nominal  chiefs* 
who  usurp  tho  ancient  elective  titles  of  their 
septs — titles  which  could  only  be  conferred, 
either  by  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  their  tribes, 
or  by  the  hoad-ohleftain  of  their  kindred— and 
some  do  even  coin  new  guasl-Irish  titles  for 
themselves,  never  heard  of  In  the  days  when 
the  Gaels  flourished  They  dab  themselves 
The  C — or  The  Mac — merely  because  they 
chance  to  retain,  or  acquire  some  portion  of  the 
ancient  Inheritance  of  their  kindred ;  but  they 
never  think  of  asking  the  consent  of  the  mom* 
bers  of  such  kindred  to  the  assumption,  and 
thoy  never  at  all  consider  whether  they  are 
thomselves  the  best  men  of  their  several  races. 
The  Ui  Briain,  however,  are  now  represented 
by  no  such  self-created  chiefs.  William  Sierra 
Ó'BsiEv  needs  not  the  assumption  of  the  ancient 
title  of  his  family,  be  needs  not  set  forth  bis 
clear  and  unquestioned  descent  from  Us  founder, 
Brian  Boromha,  for  the  chieftain's  wand  is  his, 
because  he  is  pre-eminent  amongst  his  tribe 
for  his  pergonal  worth,  and  for  his  devotion  to 
the  caise  of  old  Ireland—because  he  Is  the  first 
of  his  tribe  in  truth,  honor,  chivalry,  and  all 
that  ennobles  the  hero,  tho  patriot,  and  tho 
-Ed. 


S.  ODbohim,  or  ODaa» 
Uaohtarach,  oaaod  atooKlaof  ] 
UiDhefha,orDyaaHODoa,awwthoaaraihof 
Draart,  aaraay  of  haabJaato,  onaaayof  Caaro. 
TheCn)eaoai»tftoamontkmodsy<rHooria: 

WOfTfOth 

ofTrioaha 


*  Wtthdao 
To  tho  high  i 

0*DaatothotoBorttoroftho>ooanam 
Of  tho  brown  aat  |ax>daolag  plain*  * 

ThwtfDans  had  aororal  aatflat  to  tad» 
tor/,  of  which  aoma  ntaa  stall  roaaato. 

i  Otfeat,  or  OXtoJa,  ehtof  of  Hatotlr 
IaWaain»atorritoryateoACaron^tatWooaaty 
of  Ova.  Ui  Ifiwaata,  woo  tho  aamo  of  tho 
tribo  who  pooaeaBed  tho 
OHinia  *  '    — 

hyOT 


O^moftbetomosthoart 

toaWefthooooaxttrfUt 

wHioaahiBdaifrnxfalaaál 

ArocndOarafinoftho 


4  0'FLArrami.or  OTIatterytaad  OXfcthaffi, 
r  OfJahsl,  obids  of  Flan  wmX  ~ 
byPHoerto: 


Poateasas  tho  toad'of 

Tho  ooaatry  of  OfJthll  to  tho 

IatWamoothplatoaftte«aatoofyowa>n 

laai      *.<f)UtíaMM^&*<á*tokm+*b<m 
aad  DmutKo, now Broatry, near  Orthm  HfU.toflaa 


coanty  of  Clara*    Thar/ 1 
O'Hoorin: 


"atlró  Bolth  a  namaiwawtrlb*, 
Tho  aoblo  chiefs  of  Prcattrl, 
O'Mulmaa  of  tho  bright  lair  ptotok 
Possessed  tho  wood*  abootdeHgt^Btolgn." 


6.  OTBTj 

Flanchadha  aad 


or  O^Hehtra,  ohaatb  of  xty 
y  Cormac  districts  ia  tho 


barony  of  Islands,  county  of  Clare.    Thoy  are 
thus  designated  by  O'Heerin : 

"  Or  the  race  of  Eogaa  of  Oirir  Cllach 
Are  the  Ui  Connate  of  tho  fair  plain, 
To  O'Hehlr  belongs  the  fertile  country, 
A  lord  from  whom  great  nobles  sprung. 

44  Chiefs  who  are  powerful  In  each  house 
Are  of  tbo  noble  elans  of  O'Hehlr, 
Thoy  rule  over  Ui  Flancha  of  hospitable  man- 
sions, 
They  are  noble  and  well  armed  Fenian  war- 
riors." 

7.  OT>!iiaawHiaa.orOT)aigintohtefofMnln- 
tlr  Conloohtaldh.  a  district  in  tho  parish  of  Tom- 
graney.  In  tho  barony  of  Tullagh,  oonnty  of 
Clare,  is  thus  mentioned  by  O'Heerin : 

u  ODnigin  of  fair  and  ruddy  face 
Bales  over  comely  Mulnter  Oonlochta, 
A  obief  who  gained  his  poseosslona 
By  force  of  spears  ia  battlo." 

8.  O'Oridí,  or  O'Grady,  ohiof  of  Kinol  Don 

S hulls,  a  large  territory  comprising  tho  present 
arony  of  Lower  Tullagh,  In  the  county  of  Clara. 
The  O'Gradys  are  thus  deilgnatod  by  0*Heorin, 
and  soToral  chlofs  of  thorn  ara  mentásaod  to  taw 
oonrsa  of  this  work: 


ToroeHAFaioAL  «frwiMV  Wf 


ísxs 

Tht  mW  Unit  Mat,  a  UaBatar,  of  «mWO, or  Un>  Wood»  of 01  JBjL  WW 
Ut»  ttamolto  rat»,  van  bunntod  aa  ttw   th.  oooatrj  «*•"  XlbhllM,  or  War*  ggjj 

i.  OICnutiL  or  O'Ctrroil,  ptlnea  of  KB,    rU; 

WB.  Wit  th.  held  of  UlOlllltlHIW,VlM       -Tl,.»....     - ■        '     --        ' 

Ui*  Otnhri  -are  of  Um  Eocutau,  and  tk.     "**■  fcr-tof Ul^BB^ofkhotojy^Bottt. 
— Etta*?  tba  PilMlat    B5  torrttgr»  af      iti™"1'*"  **  l'""""h'"  rt  ■"■■">-" 
r.  la  Irish  ÍH.  cot  111  name  (Mm  BL  o»  of      ™  ""f  •• 


wtth'tba~barónj  of  Cloullik  «id  put  orwif-  rU; 

M  U  tha  Klntf •  eountr,  BMWM  to    Iter*  -TbtCko 

«■aw.    Tin  0'CirroUi  a»  Ilia  detLjaatal  by  ffilg 

CMwiiu,  who  sttfc-  that  th=j  rated  «nr  «feat  ^S 

■WMMlichk*:  AtrlSToi 


'LWdato  wbominitmonnbBfflt,  .  OTJdibi 

Tht  noil  ootplltblo  lud  Id  «tin.  ™™, 


"SSíBrAtasiar-      "SsSSSS&b»  . 

YkUsat  In  .aforcluc  Ibtlt  Wbatot,  Tim  ara taaBttartiwarXaaBtBtBBBL"^ 

Th-  «Tin  tit»  ■-<■«  n  btwicli  uf  Hi.  Heroine 
Tha  (TChmlU  hid  tnasroUafewtfttcMrr.    r,i.n>  of  Li-liuur,  «».1  «kh.f.  or  nntm  m  oiK-iatit 

tottaSJMtoooBti.    At  wlnea*  ud  IgHai af  ti,n«-  th*r  |h«„*i  >i..„.ir,  a,,»,,,,  ia 

BL  thai  win  Terr poworfnl  ton  th*  twarfth    ;..  r.irai  Wonj  gf  IUIuiuiwkU.  taonn  3 

to)te*Ht*OBth«MtDI7.  IWMntBJ  MUM  .-!'!.  .■-.,■1*1  rwpKUU» 

famliis*  of  ib«  uaw  in  nut  mat*.    Eouji  of 
I.  <yOmn«m)i,0TCmrtdl|li,Brglr«»»nfe    tbn  rt'ltwj  -■ 
T^trKuntdTiirilflTiiibTO'llMrininiMJt 


_  .j»  ui  a*  ii 

i    the    sonlci   of  F 


mood,  lntfii  eoontT  of  Ttppmrr.    TliiT  war»  n'Wirrur  in  the  BuiaIiw  i.  rvl,-.-. 
Tary  powerful  chiefs,  nod  btld  their  rank  from       B   u  1'ki ..«a,   or  0  Daa,  lad  ini-v:  i,   . 

Um  twtlfth   to  the   síiteeLth  WDtnir.     The  giwii  i.v  iiil^r'u  «-  dil.f-  "l.-v.     \  ■!■■  ., 

O-Kcnuedji  Irs  thin  mentioned  bjO-Haertn:  bow  tha  «M  of  SUeranvkgh.  1b  Tlp»ru7, 

MÍ  thDl  UUlloBrf  IB  lb*  tOpaiJEBlaoir B0ÍB1 : 
"(TKrlinHdiph.  the  rrdilenprof  jpiin. 
Bat»  over  the  tmiwtli  nod  »W.  Olil  Oran.  -BU«i  Aittgh  «f  Ihi  Mr  lud* 

Hit  trtbe  possniBcs  the  brown  plilsi  (*lD«d  0"D«  Inhirla  ui  biiatito, 

by  viler  i  A  biad  of  UM  Mb.  from  tht  hud  of  Um 

Ha  bu  obtained  his  lud  without  optmlttoB.  pltln. 

And  ilH  OhHolUli  from  BIdo  BnoBlB," 

4.  OTomonsLiBii — "■  '- 

tbi  Books  or  Luooh  i .  .  ..  .       _..  _  . ._r 

udklKd  to  OHnrloy.    ThtOUnrkm  «ro  of   «ridh  Iirtkv  F 
tlk>  DsJcsMlun   nee:  this  tribe   m  sdn  dutf      Olloorlo: 
>^d  Clioo  Till,  i  tarro  which  wu  Ipfiltod  to 

Iho  Dslcweliiin.    The  O'HurliTi  tn  thoi  men-  .__ ... 

Uoood  bv  iVHforlo  :  I"  Mmoy-Iiitar-l". 

Knhns-m-BrmodubD  II  BOW  in  dibh, 
"  CHorlo*  of  Ihe  trlbo  of  Till,  A  aiuno  weU  known  to  fluno. 

Nbk  dwells  Klllnloe  of  Bt-Flmnnin; 
DtHfbtfal  its  IU  woods  sod   pndneUniU       This  UiTltorj,  wit  tltuiud  nw  Emly,  In  Tfe- 

piilni.  panrr. 

And  from  thenco  wottwird  to  On  BhMOOB."  11.  O-Miiiiidbb,  nr  ffMssi,  ohlff  oini  Jf» 
th.ldk,  UI  NU1L  and  in  Kochaldh  FlDB.  Tb. 
Of  the  o1  Hurleys  of  Llmtriek  wis  Derond  O'Ueoris  hid  u  «IohsIts  territory  In  Ihe  b*- 
OTlBrley,  •  oelebntad  inhbUOB  of  CWuJ,  In  roar  of  Uapar  Oroiond.  coamtT  of  Tlppemr, 
tht  njlirr.  of  EllttMtb.  ind  Uw  ntrna  of  their  ehlef  naldceoo,  TuitnurV 

tt.  Oiicrrnotrj.,  OAharn  or  Haarat.  ohlof   Bot™,  ktitlll  rotihMd  hi  tht  ton  oTToofM- 
of  UI  Oetrntldb,  It  that  nmoBoBad  bj  O'Hce-    tub,  la  that  dlMrlat.    Thar  an  shot  in  Is. ,    *•* 


TOPOGRAPHICAL  APftDTDIX. 


ttl 


tAaUoCaoox, 
Tire,  la  thaa 

'OfarUattha! 
Bale*  Mae 
Tho  Oriflraohea; 
IhroftlB  ~ 


oMafofUaV      ft 
OMooh 


whteh  eomprieed  the  preeeat  baroaJoi  ofOwaey 
•■A  Art»»  In  Tipperary,  and  Owneybeg,  In  Llm- 


I&  The  CLonosxoa,  or  OlVyaehea,  a  tribe 

■anflonod  la  tbe  ibregolog  Terse,  as  dwelling 

tan  opposite  the  foreigners,  which  mono  thai 

tho/  woro  In  the  neighborhood  of  the  Panes, 

■  who  possessed  Tilmorfrit" 

ML  O'InsjrAif,  or  O'HefeTnain,  and  POeth- 
■Ha,  probably  O'Callea,  woro  ohieft  of  UaUhao 
Cfleea,and  are  thus  nMBttonod  by  OVeerla: 

•UathnlCMaeh  of  the  flu>  bright  aaa 
loon  eotete  to  too  O'Heffcrnans. 
A  eteer  plain  by  tho  ddo  of  each  hut, 
MUdlr  (Kalian  enjoyed  the  had.» 

?ftto  territory 


Ovaey  and  Arra,  county  of  Tlpperary,  and  these 
QVeawaana  wore  a  breach 


aitaated  fa  tho  baroay  of 

.andtbaee 

loflheO'Heffernaae 

of  Clare. 

.  fl&  Mao  Logo ACHAnr,  probably  Tteag,  of  Loa- 
aaa,ehJef  of  Crota  Ctteeb,  and  of  JJfUaeaaoh, 
•  tana  menttonod  by  CrHeerin: 

"A  territory  waa  obtained  abont  Orota  Cfteeh, 


Sr  Mae  Longahan  the  gray-haired  ehlef ; 
a  to  lord  there  of  too  plain  of  hosts, 
Ui  Ooooagh  of  the  Cur  fertile »— ■-  " 


Thta  tarrttory  was  aitaated  partly  la  tho  Vara* 
ay  of  Owney  and  Am,  la  Tlpperary,  and  partly 
Ja  the  baroay  of  Coonagh,  eoonty  of  Iimerlok. 
The  CDwyers,  of  whom  an  aoeooat  hot  been 
glrea  aa  chiefs  of  Kilnamsnegh,  la  Tlpperary, 
woro  alao  looatod  on  tho  aamo  territory  aa 
OXoogMhan,  and  are  mentioned  ia  tho  ] 


•  Of  the  aamo  tribe  who  owa  tola  lead. 
Are  the  O'i  wyera  of  tho  white  tooth. 
The  plain  of  tbe  eereath  division  aad  flae 


ttaa  about  Lower  Onboad,  la  Tlpperary. 
St.  Mao  Oilla-Pboci*,  (1  a.  Mower 
Peal,)  or  MSao < 
lataaameailoaodby 


OLárPmatVm  <l  aTMowar  of  flt 
QMryTe.  ébfef  of Otan  OoaUagaa, 
mod  by  (THeerJa: 


» A  eMef  Jar  whom  the  aat  treat 
trait, 


Tho  sdea  of  Bkra  of  tho  warlike  tribe, 
U  Mao  GeMPholll  of  ft*  f 


TheMaoeUbylea 
oa  tho  harden  of 


srauTAaa,  aoaao  of 
tho  nejaetoQaJalen,  am  i 

O  Bajt  Anr,  or  CTBaaaaa,  ohtaf  of  Ul  Deeat, 
la  thaa  aaaatlohad  by  Q*Hootta; 

••UI  DaehJ,  the  aae  dhtrlet  of  hffla, 
Tee  exteaarre  lend  of  fair: 
Afrattíal  ooaatry  watoj 
la  tho  aetata  of  tho  trie*  of 


Ui  Deeat,  the  tarritorr  of  tho 
peara  to  hare  boon  ettaatod  la  the 
pataij,  and  there  are  atttt 


S5.  CAxoas,  (&Bakki4  perhaps  OTOeHy,) 
ohtaf  of  Taatfaa  Tare*,  la  thai TaaamaaiaThy 
O'Heerm: 


la  Justly  pomaand  by  that  free  tribe," 

18.  The  OTovaboamb  were  tho  eaeteat  ehtaCs 
aad  proprietor»  of  Cahlr,  and  tbe  adjointag  dhv 
trlets  In  Tlpperary,  till  the  fourteenth  oentary, 
when  they  were  dkpoesesse  1  by  the  t  utlera, 
earls  o(  Ormond.  The  O'Lonarpans  were.  In  an- 
cient times,  a  powerful  clan,  and  three  of  them 
are  mentioned  in  Ware,  in  the  twelfth  and  thir- 
teenth centuries,  as  Archbishops  of  Cashel, 

99.  The  Mac-I-(  biens,  a  branch  of  the  O' 
Priens  of  Thomond.  descended  from  Brian  Boo 
O'Brien  kin?  of  Thomond,  had  large  posses- 
sions in  the  barony  of  Owney  and  Arra,  in  Tlp- 
Krary.  and  in  tho  barony  of  Coonagh,  county  of 
merlck.  They  were  styled  Mac-1-Brleus,  lords 
of  Arra  and  Coonagh,  and  several  of  them  are 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  these  Annals. 

80,  Mao  CoaosAnr,  or  Mao  Corcoran,  chief  of 
Clan  Buainni.  is  thus  mentioned  by  O'Heerin: 

~MClan  Rualnni  of  the  flowery  avenues, 
A  deMirhtfal  fair  land  of  small  streams; 
Mao  Corcoran  from  tbe  populous  eotintry, 
From  the  borders  Inhabited  by  fair-haired 

heroes." 


uTaathaParaltof  the 
That  la  tho  territory  of  OVAlaht; 
AplawJofnOrtortreaaajaadaaaawooatribe, 
Iikethe  hadaof  tho  shallow  rtra»  of  lafi? 

ML  *aCA*BAn,  or  POshJL  ohtaf  of  Ooroa 
Thai  h  thaa  momieaed  by  OTtoafJa: 

'OoreaTlalthebeeeaat 
AboatDramoaleohof 
O*0ebill  above  eH 


Tho  district  of  tho  CQshflle  appears  to  hare 
been  aitaated  on  tho  borders  of  Tlpperary  and 
Kilkenny,  and  the  name  la  atfll  numerous  In 
Kilkenny  and  Carlow. 

87.  The  O'DnraABTAioHa  rO'Dlnerty^  and 
O'AiMnrnis  (0*Hamery,)are  mentioned  as  clans 
by  O'Heerin,  and  appear  to  have  been  located 
on  the  borders  of  Tlpperary  and  Kilkenny 

86.  0*SraLAnr,  or  (V&ptllan.  chief  of  Ul  tnlgh- 
doaeh,  la  thus  mentioned  by  O'Heerin : 

u  The  chief  of  Ul  Lnlgbdaaoh,  («a  Imu&oqK) 
of  slender  speara, 
Is  0*SpiUan  of  the  bright  spars: 
Mighty  Is  the  march  of  the  warrioj^battaUoaa. 
Increasing  aa  they  proooed  along  tho  plains  of 


The  territory  of  the  OYpfflaaa  aspoars  tohare 
been  situated  on  tho  borders  of  Ttpporary  aad 
Kilkenny.  "^ 


*  There  was  another  aaafly 
—  la- ^^ 


aoaofn. 


TWOOBAFHKUI,  AITSHDIX. 


IndapíliÓVnrp,  J'iJ  M1'  thff  Milit  of  Lln,;.nf  L,'Ul- 
*t.r.  with  kn^-c  porteslone  In  ^mrioTdand  t'ar- 
low,  Ui'WD  Ins  the  riln'n  i.f  Kllzalieth,  anil  wtbrod 
war  with  Hi*  tlnijllih  fur  many  cf  uturka  Art 
Mac  Hampni;hOI'avtna£h,  famous  for  111-  coo- 
laaM  with  the  rn<ll-b  fiiw-,  cnirr  klrta  liichwil 
K.-!».'    h.    ".».«■•  iHoHMMmM 

cMtA;  Dona!  ri'i.ar,-„j-[,.  ignonwl  *[.-.iii,.i.-!i, 
or  tha  &ji*ril.iril  wa»  a  famous  ti-ailtr  Id  I^ln-lrr, 
toUnwitttinliniKil/jii-i]!.  T|i,iiii.|.iii  kins» 
■  of  LoIiiv.t  !>fl   roynl  Ml<l-iw>l   ninnrkli. 


Mpirofhi  win  Inaugurated  h  king»  of  Lelnaler, 
4  m  nlnee  salted  Cnoc-an-Bogha,  attended  bj 
OTJoJan,  the  ling»  nanhal,  ohlef  of  Forth,  t* 
(Mm.  by  O'Dornn,  thn  chief  Brehon  of 
UMk  Mtrlbt  Km-*,  hi.  ctkf  bud. 
*"■-  "■  Marrorb*  u*  thru  designated  U  tba 
>tdia  of  (rDiifa  Ml  OH«rtD : 


Taw  Bh  ehlata  of  Um  punts*»  la  in*  order, 
MB  fwot  who™  do  UttHi  mil  MMM, 
Wits  kw  Mnrrotjh  we  tak*  oar  «bod*. 

*  Wo  if*»  Um  aavl  from  the  eWt»  of  «re  Gael 
To  O*  prln«se  -*"--  -' *  "—"•-- 

oonntrr, 
Eaeb  chief  oft 

"The  high  mite  of  Km»,  the  tree  of  Brogba, 
TuLorr!ofi>ln<terit  >*c  Mnrrofrh, 
Toe  province  be  boltls  Id  hie  poeeeailon, 
Tbo  FniIu  hero  chartere  ill  ha  lnnHs." 

Tb*  OTiTFimgha  In  modern  lime*  bourne 
Ibe  representatlvee  of  the  Mae  Mnrrogni,  tlnn 
of  Lelnrtcr.  They  held  .  territory  ailed  ft 
Carenngb,  now  lie  barony  of  Idroio  Ea.it,  la 


Ul  VaradeMli.    Th.ynu 
hotdl»T((o  p. '- 

Uml    ll.Mlul.LL    LIU     BJH,    taH.ll      r 

connacaieu.    Blr  Chariot  OTnole,  au  nAlcer  in 
lilac  JuiiieV»  winy,  It  nald  to  h.m  LiH>n  Ibe 

Kr-jii  »lio  III!,.!  i ho  lint.  BthiiluL-i  IK  at  the 
ttle  of  the  B..jno.     Karnral  of  Ihoiu  were 

■l:-iinr::hl..-,l..ffl.'.,i,  I»  it,.,  l.i-i,   l:n_,,h-«  In 
ti.,,.<.rvi. ,...- |.'rnv..«nii  Bjjaln.    Tin-  OToutu 

i/nMn  ud  XUdara     "     '  "  *' 

*  ""-  pn-l — ilia  iHTTltim .hHnaataa 

ttotnd  by  0-Be*rfi : 


—  ■;! '■■■-'||'     >mtal,,Uit  comity  of 

111       L-.    .' ,',";.„r:    ,.:     it"",,"  -rí'  ",Y  'H'Hu-.w, 

wlilcb  «a.  oalle.1  O  lljrnt'i  cuontry.  ami  »Wi 

<i..  i;.,i...:„-ii .  i„ ■,..■■  id,  v  hit,  ttvii.l 

■  .  .  in:-,  ■...  ■■.  ■  ..  i 
The  OTm.lo»  and  O'Byrnet.  at  the-  In 
Wlokln»   .l.im,r,.r  .  period  of  three  mi  Mm 

in  Wk'.i.,i,.  riitl.lio,  Klldaji-,  and  iiijnj-  ottiei 
porta  o    IroliDd. 

a.  0*CtaLi.aiGH,  or  OTafljL  and  OTildhg,  01 
OTilje,  are  «two  bj  O-Haorta  a*  chU-ft  of  Ul 
Ilalle,  and  of  tl  Telgh,  and  ai-e  thni  manttoned : 


■liaanltntfaniilv  of  Of  rlc*  h»e  anallotatd 

■  -une  to  Tlnne,  and  the  O'Kellra  bora  man- 

1  were  of  the  n  rase  a>  lb.  Mac  Mac 


iilkiul 
Of  verdant 

.  6"*»)-, 

rrMtadk 

fertile  p 

En.1" 

I  lln 

V\  Md 

redalib. 

w« 

itute,  O'Kelllet,  prtnota  of  IlyafinLfoOalwnr.     Tba 


O-Kellle»  were  ettlef» 


Ul     _.._  ......       .  _..    _.... 

Mrttlory  In  the  western  par'  of  Wleklow,  eom-   < 
prWlllhe  crialer  part  of  the  prtHBt  barOBlM 
of  lVbotttown  and  Bbllelaoti.  In  that  ooontr:    1 
and  It  appear»,  from  Ihe  poem  that  tha  power  of  1 
the  OTooIm  eitended  is  fir  u  Alntaln.  now 
tba  hill  of  Allen.  In  (be  county  of  Klldire,  thus    ' 
oontalrliiff  a  ureal  portion  of  the  bamoiea  of 
Sua,  Kilcnllen,  Kl'aea  and  Moon  a,  and  OnnaH, 
ta  that  county.     The  OTooiw  were  ta  later 
Hum  atyled  prinOM  of  ImaUa,  which  appaan  ta 


iai,  Newcaatle,  and  ArUow. 


In  Orloeb  C 

...  to  tha   nortkern   part  o 
iprtaad  the  bannlea  of  Bath 


i  Gnia-lloerwhDOf, 

il  warrlon  In  Owlr  wooda, 

lemlklroaBofOaaian." 


TorooRApraoAi,  afpiwdix.'  1Í6 


Mat*  *f  bam  of  Bray,  «t  lha  IlliAta  •    ■  f     ill  I- . .  i'j  , 

M*ft0«l»d*«flB»>b,U  wltUav.aalof  4««i,\  ti.  > i 

{ÍMinMtaEMmbtlW'rMM»!    Kilu»rft  ,<,]  il„  „ll.«r  er   .:,„;■ 

-  — esSSsLTIsí  ^ctr  ■ 

truup*  from  [Ij.i  hi1!  of  HwLrnn  eorooe 

Herb».  Bow  u,«  IIbimi,  on,]  MMMd 

«sioftli.lrr.-r...  I.  U>  i.-  Sllabh  Pal» 

ir  ]!.';.■  ]i  M.ir.  in  .r  Burru  la  (Maory, 


.''''■■:;v::.' " 


'■'■  <■■  -.1 


!i!,''V. 


/„.,*»<.,  or 

"■■ .I'Jll!-::. 

in., I   in  IV 

•"■  -S'ttai7=ffi£l,',",*,,,d''- 


irlow.  tb*  D-  Bleoo*,  Mowb>»y..  .a.|  ■"".■■***»  >«  'h-  "■">«  of  A  dvfioli. 

I...  Juke»  ..I"  Norfolk,  wtr»  lords  nf  Car-  .wrKnry  «a,  pow*»l  by  Lu«h»i.u.  u.1 

«w;  km  Ballar*.  be™.  „f  Tullv,,pl,.-!lm.  and  *a>i  hlj  P-'eril, .  „!,„  w.r.  j.rliw.-»  ,ir  L..H 
ilmniBUi.iTulld»;  the  Cerew",  Urunt  Idrciat; 


ttw  -bote  of  tin  pnHit  cmoty of  Kflltuij.  *W«  fccrewy  • 

*ift  ■  mi]  pm  St  a»  —a  of  TtpiMM),  tU  ill  ii  in. 

*a»  th*.  portion  of  tii.  Qki'i  ™ty  w  Aft^trMU^WttabroMariotettT, 

•kM  ike  barony  of  Caw  Okaaryi  aaal  tfce  T» tka knd bWs, ÉSSSSnS SSL 

a«*»»ofthl..actontprlncr^lty»^u™t*i™d  T.B»Ba*l. *•£  QfO-wy.         ^^ 
k>  aba  dloeoae  nf  Oaiary.    Anaaiat  Ouini  «- 
taadad  from  the  rlrer  No»  to  tho  Bulr,  ml  m 
■■■■till  I       11    11    II     Hill    f  T iliiTii  111 
a*Mtry  t*>  thvWof*  of  HiMMr.    Cooaarl  Wor, 


Orr-atm,  orOphabyr,  in  Mid  Vt  JMoM  do-  eeily  Uuim,  th*  h»  Girtpatrteai  rol»d  c*r 

rinJ  It*  lume  from  ftoaea  FmljtM.  or  Bow  of  entire  of  tlit  maty  of  XlU-n-iy,  Mid  pan 

tboRhw»,  klne-of  LelnMor.ioiiofCatbaHrMor.  Quean*  county;  bat  In  tJktr  tlmaa,  mi*  (lis- 

rammh  of  Ireland  tomrdiih«oodofth*a»«>nd  r— — rJ  -'fi  iwWMn  -ftiili  |iii:[ii1  mi 

ntBtdty.    Tii*  «xtnnriV*  trrrlunjr  of  CI  FlkjU,  by  tb*  BMIonudotborEulUkHttieri  In  III. 

pl»l*fil  by  tho  poetcrlty  of  Ran»  gtlghi.  mm-  k*nny,nnd  -ere  conBnadtotke  bmroBT  of  Tppfr 

nrtisd  ti  most  the  whnls  or  th*  prrt*nt  Klip  OkWr.  IB  the  Qntu  eaaaty.  Tho  Fftapatrlelu 

metr, -1th  somr  adjoining  parte  nfKlldar*eiid  in  itlU  fimud  la  tbo  Qn**u  eoanly.W  »ro 

Qm-dh  eonnty ;  uiil  aftar-ardi  nndar  Uh  O'-  noes  ™>r*  nimnm  In  tk*  aooatlat  of  Caraa 

(Won,  -ho  «or*  tho  head  family  of  tea  d*-  nod  Ldtrim,  to  whkk  Uny  won  dilT«k  at  u 

madant*  of  Rowa  Fal^ht.  and  uyWd  prlnos  of  aorlj  B*rlod  Iit  tb*  EiflWi. 

OCUoy,  thr  territory  nf  Offiley  eomprtwd  the  t,<yOuuuiu,or  (AVtrraD,  ud  01>o*Gb*- 

MM  haronlet  uf  WamnetnuB  and  CooW-  dhi  or  0'l>o(Mt*ti*,  ero  iIto»  by  CDosaji  and 

Cwn,  anilthr  erealtr  part  of  Pblltpatown,  and  O'Heort*  at  aadrnt  cktaS  Br  arinooa  In  Oooory, 

part  of  Of^"  -  "■  ■"■■-  ■'-'■ -  ■ 


it  Cooorb  h  av  Inf. 
iewarrli 


ilef  of  kb  for***, 


ippotatod  retarded. 

i.tajaidk       Tkgjke»  ■jftli  ■llkkkl  »»«,  M«j  «ML 

rudMBta       ItO'I>oDotio*oftb*illr(l0~ri" 


TdrocmiraiaUi  apfwidec 


m 


tho  Stofi  county»  iad  mar  «Mm 
•toolataotaoayoftfaalay 
a*Ballybfltta*\mtaobavooyofP< 
i  tho  Queens  ooonty.  TbeOTJooi 


i»  that 


'Tho  pitao»  aflfrajB  of  taw  Mobht 
I*  O  Molloy  oftho^ooiaoro  MM; 
Frill  power  had  a*e*t#  Mam» 
Ho  hold  Ma  oooaitry  aaobatocteeV* 


4  OWoxiiv,  O'Donn,  or  ODam, 
TW  WU§i    '-  A "-t—  t — 


-Owe  TO  Biogaln  of  the  nighty  vloterloa, 
AioaotlvowafrioiowhoooBojawtabatÉo, 
(/Dona  is  chief  of  too  conquering  troop*, 
Tkt  mainstay  of  the  bettMngspsori" 


by  tho  Ó- 


the  ancient 
of 


eoaatt,  aadf 

*ca  t  kingdom 
f  ttenooof 


oad  BaJtyboy  la  the 

aid  Jbroicd  orts*n«ay  a  Mt  of 

ofMeaihTTOeOMulloya, 

*!**!*  or 


Too  territory  of  TJl  Bahama,  pi 
OIXoim,  bow  tea»  too  baroay  of 
fa  ttu  Queens  «maty, 
•yOTBiAOAOi  or  O'Begmao  woro,tt 


hiaona,  prtoott  of  Ely  0"Car- 
u  tho  baroay  of  Eowor  qiiwi^ 

t»  t|aaitai»,aad  taaaatfr  OloaHak  aadBaMy- 
britt,ln  tho  Kings  ooaaflgr,  aad  had  tk*  oafef 


lH  Tap  Qrpiiaom, 


Ohio*  ofUiBknia.udntilti 
to  that  territory,  whlohls  mil  lablail  te 
*  pariah  of  Oregan  or  Boecnallh),  la  tho  baroay 
ftooblneh.    Of  tho  ancient  cam  of  tboOr- 
wat  Maarioe  B^gan,  secretary  to  Dor* 
Mae  Murroogh,  king  of  Leinster,  and  who 
>  an  account  of  the  Anglo-HonDo»  tavaolon 
Btrongbow  ana  bja  followers,  which  b 
ledtoHarrWsHiberalea.    BfcToigaeO'- 
was  a  distinguished  officer  la  tho  «nay  of 
Sag  James  the  Second. 
4V  CTBaooHAJUia,  probably 


ghaja by  ODugao  at  ehlefc  oa  tho  aamo 
tory  as  O'Doaa  and  O'Desnpecy,  aad  aha* 


Dolbhaa  Bthra,  aad  OTaaoUugna^probaNy 
OWiiMafe  clatt  of  tho  Start* ato  flmttSi- 
today  (H 


i 

«Mao  Cogham  la  tho  %  almai  aiali 
Aadprfio7o/d>^tíUI)erTtaAhró, 
The  oMofoftho  Brogae  of  groat 
at  (FMahaay  oflao ^foama*  aoni 


aTho  0*Brojrane  dwell  In 
1b>  Clan  Kenny  and  Clan  Conor, 
Their  tanda  are  well  kaowa  to  aajaport 
OTDoaa  aad  O  Dempeej." 


Tho  tarritoiy  of  flat  Mao  Oaay^jeaa,  lavas  of 
Dottta  Aava»  ooaapnatd  -tho  pftaoat  baroay  of 
QefjToa*tla,fn  tho  aTlaga  oaaaty.  Thoy 
of  tho  race  of  tho  Daleaeihiai. 

tho  «Mr**  of  too  f/Mtfbdfa,  a 
appeara  to  hore  adjoiaod  Mait  Oagja- 
laa's  territory,  aad  waa  probably  part  of  •  Am 
baroay  of  Q^o^wyaaatlo,  ta  Xtaaa  oawaty,  aad  of 
Cloalonoa,  fa  woatnioath.  oa  thoro  wore  la 
tenor  times  away  avaulaa  of  not*  of  tho 
0»MaJlodyBtaWialiiiiath, 

14  0T8nk»Aaaa,krd< 


"OfthecMefBofthoafrfbrtflejaaaa    . 
Are  OHennesey  and  O'Hahmlrgin; 
Strong  Toioed  are  their  troop*,  aad  groat  thotr 

fame, 
Aad  magnanimous  are  tho  Clan  Morohadhaa." 

M  Another  chief  who  is  known  to  us, 
CHennesey  who  rules  over  Clar  Colgan ; 
Hi»  lands  are  fair  beyond  those  of  the  Fenians 

ofFal, 
Ho  closely  adjoins  tho  borders  of  Croghan. 

"The  fair  district  of  Oeashlll  is  possessed 
By  a  chief  on  the  borders  of  Lelnster; 
His  rapid  progress  is  a  march  of  power. 
The  name  of  this  chief  is  O'Hahmlrgln." 

Another  O'Hennosey  Is  mentioned  by  ODngan 
as  chief  of  Oallnga  Beg,  now  the  parish  of  Gal- 
Ian,  in  tho  barony  of  Garryoastte. 

10.  O'Maolciiein,  probably  O'Millikea,  or  O'- 
Molllgan,  some  of  whom  bare  changed  the  name 
to  Molyneaux,  chief  of  Tuath  Damhukrh,  la 
thus  mentioned  by  O'Heorln,  and  the  district 
possessed  by  him  appears  to  have  adjoined  that 
of  OHennesey: 

ttOrer  Tuath  Damhulgb  of  the  fair  fortress 
Is  CMaolcheln  of  the  happy  heart; 
Delightful  is  the  smooth  distrlot  or  the  plain, 
Its  borders  resemble  the  fairy  land." 

It.  (VMaolmitaidii,  or  O'MaUoy,  prince  of 
Fear  Ceall,  is  thoa  designated  by  Olhigan : 


'BlÉllMtBOOOf 

SvdEaamay 


a#^he  BMfefllBtf 


ThJa  aaBM  waa  rendered  OnEoaraor,  aad  tho 
aadoat  chieia  pool  sail  i  an  extensive  torrttory 
In  Teffla,  or  weatmeath,  aad  there  are  attH 
many  lamlHos  of  the  O'Kearneys  4n  Meath  and 
Weskmoath ;  tho  chief  branch  took  tho  name  of 
Blnoaoh  O'Oatharnalgh,  and  the  word  Blnnach 
signiMng  a  roxt  the  family  name  became  Fox, 
and  the  head  chief  waa  goaorally  designated  an 
SinnacK,  or  the  Fox.  They  were  of  the  race  of 
the  southern  Ui  NefH,  and  tbotr  territory  was 
called  Muintir  Tadhgain,  and  comprised  an  ex- 
tensive district  la  Tom*,  containing  parts  of  the 
baronies  of  Batheoarath  and  doatonan,  In  West- 
meath,  with  part  of  tho  barony  of  Kllcouroy,  in 
Kiagaooonty. 

16.  Mao  Amhaloatdb,  afae  Auley.  or  Magaw- 
ley,  la  given  by  ODogan,  as  chief  of  Oalraldbc* 
an-Obala,  and  thus  designated: 

M  Tho  fair  Mac  Auley  rules  over 
The  entire  of  the  ports  of  Calry." 

Tho  territory  called  Calry,  comprises  tho  protent 
parish  of  Ballylonghloe,  in  the  barony  of  Ofan- 
lonan,  In  Weatmeath ;  and  the  ports  alluded  to 
in  the  above  passage,  were  those  of  the  Shannon, 
to  which  this  pariah  extends;  according  to 
Mac  Geoghegan,  the  Moo  Auley*,  lords  of  Calry, 
also  possessed  part  of  tho  baroay  of  Kflaoarsey, 
in  the  Kings  county. 


Gorman, 
Loatafof 
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taoasaieaaOXUharnilt^.TMbOMoftfcMfci»-  nd  uMte  In*  TlMuta  tf  Tn,    Vk. 

IbmdkdlnniibMkjibaliiMiifTieVox.  BamnOt,  Una*  of  TrlHcMcn,  ud  tfa- 

Tha  VHmmdk  *  btuob  af  in*  O'Own,  eonxta  tUunlud.    Tb*  IitanlkL  boat  of 

ail  of  Ownrabt.  who  bid  In»  anniiaTiiii  Dwrtk,    tt»  BJm,  fcatiaa  of  Pet*     Tba 


■  Budarbn,  of  Li 

Tbo  OTmu^  a _ .  .    _  ._   ._. 

ud  Went  Mean,  of  «blah  there  wore  mear  Btahouaoek.    Tie  Meana  of  Momltr,  « 

nBMttW*lkadll«,tt«B«wof«UMMitM  iSB   gpt    TbtOttMOtOnlWHl. 

WfiofbamiiofFoHrlnlliFiaaL    TboWiow  ud SnHk  Tk* Drake* of Dnk-nth. 

'     '    -^"    '- "-,  The  OwbeUJaTh* » -    ™ 


ied  Cutleknook     ..vi  i...  <l — ,-„  — .,   ....—  ™. „ 

re  long  period  l.ai..in  ..(  i'n-trj-  Month  end  OouauhL  hoaenio  brio  of  Xee- 

kaeek.    Gilbert  da  insula,  o»  Raafla,  «MittM  oommon.  Tlnwiti  THUoa  U  Majo,  bow  of 

Maaberigallon,  now  the  barer,     ■  ■■   u ■■..:       ■  ..  olonbrock, ud  v *  "'" ' 

InKeetb,    JoMlin.enn  of  01  ..,■■:.       ■.,.!..  HT«loftm 

telnet  Nbtid  ud  Ardbreeovn.     Tin  Naaa**  -    -        ■       - 

were  efterwd*  baron»  of  N»i .      *■]■:■,,  -f:i- _._„..  , 

HoafJe»  look  the  Irlth  nan»  .  WeefeMOtt  ead  Anall..    Too  abler  M  of  _ 

MlfraBllwm  Uw  bwpojr  of  Oootelloln  láajra  Dnliooe  wm  et  nfonrtI>idtoe,  In  0i»  bngor  of 

aartredlteneme,    wmiem  do  Mhnatl  obtained  Kithooaiatb,ofiralebch«Tml«dbM4MaM 

LbIh;  ud  bla  doKoaduB  were   baron*  of  of  ihn  were  dWlwaloW  la  tbo  **nt**  of 

Laa*  aw  Trim.  foreign  «Jta,  ud  omnia  -at  too  Herjr  ■ 

AduiFilaoorPhno.obUuodBkrtat.tMa-  Anafr*.    Tba  XhaWJ  la  HMlandWiM 
traft  or  Sutrr,  ud  Clontortb,  (iltbor  Olont— "■         '*     ■  "—    -     -  ■      ■■     ™  ■      -- 


iMíttflíairS 

*h*id«ortiwriwIJA(r,sonprtt. 


.-.  -  „.—  ,. , only  «fl- 
it KeaHi;udbl>    dan  on  both  rid«  of  the  rlrer  Urfey,  {nalading 
Kails.     I  Inch  do    [heCuTragbofKlUare,  whleb. at  celled  Cnlr- 
ich  Llfft,  ud  olio  port*  of  Dublin  along  tbo 

10  CMninghllne,  king*  of  Meeth,  ud  their 


rlcts.  ThcFlem- 
I  Blano,  and  •  bruoh  of 
>f  Laniard.     Adam  Dul- 


onUnrnUiN.     .  

bert  do   Nugent    obtained    Dolvln,   and  bis    already  glren  In  tho  preceding  portion  of 

of  Wt*tmtath.    Richard  Tune  rewired  large    of  Magk  Llffl.  as  they  ara  found  inun 
■nun  In    Westmeeth   and    Longford.      Tbo    tho  wort  from  which  this  eppeodli  la,  w 

in  Westmeslh.    Robert  da  Lacy  re    "     "" 


n  Went  month,  of  whli 


family  of  tba  «outbern  UfNlall  Ma  sailed  CIu 

Column,  ud  took  their  name  from  Maalleeeh- 

:     lelun.  or  Xaiachy  I,  king  of  Meeth  and  monarch 

i     nil;  cenlnrlt»  kings  of  Meath,  ud  aemal  of 

then  wero  monarcba  of  Mud.    Many  of  them 

war.  also  klugj  of  Tare,  princes  of  Brogle,  and 

.    lordaafCluColmsn;  the  torritorr  called  CTo» 

:    CWma«  waa  Bitnatod  Id  ancient  Toma,udoom- 


Lomth  Ennall.  near : 
■gblln  waa  king  of 


tj  of  WeMmeath.    The  CVUelagh- 

'■■'"-*   ••- Mhelrchlefrwldenot 

irtreaa  of  the  Shield*, 

Lough  Alunln,  dov 

1".  Ifurtofb  Oliti- 
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OÉIda  net,  n*  of  tk*  In  dtMtat  «  A*  ]«v  B.rrta,  Birnb,  Il-nnlngbema,  Brett*  Bel- 

Hm  lhmriLUiprfUMw.al  thi  O1-  1.  ..-,  !;,,.,.  ■-. 

Tool*»  mUOBtim,  tbie*  ofWfckkn.  H..iif» N  ll-wiln,  M..-  ,j-.  D,.™.l.il-.  mi 

Ul  TUriiULUni  of  whoa  bar»  haw  :.i.,- 

oafl*dOT»«*»«a^Haoy**»jM,are  naDtJlireá  taJ.'iii.    urikn   i.™.«     I'alnwr»,    b>tin<, 

by Hn  ubt  of  Irk*  «Um but  «nmiM  lo  is 

•IajantW-w*°f  Wj*k^D**ktfia*a*ut,  lauoydoj,  U»Ií.t>.  OraUmt. 
•ad  Ik*  UH 1*  Mill Htg*w  In  tawtoeattea 
af.fe*th,Wt*tm**tk,*ad  Dublin. 

If.  Tb*  (rHoujn  are  on*  of  tb*  1*1  attar  Ki^iWi  Jn-.-m  :  Karl  jtr,-.„ibo«,  I.jvIuí  i-.,- 

•a*n*,a^Tn»oamareulnMo*to,I)nbttB,iM  .       -:,,n-  ir,-:  kiugduraof  LolnetM,  a.  aun-ln 

IWin.  lawuriMraiwlHjIcMnrr^l:.  tli.  _■  ,.f  L..-I. r. 

V.  Mm Oim-MKaomoo tad tyDamohadaa,  a  [,«.,>  .i  ii-,e!ji't  l<-  lit  luuj  married. £..-,  hj»'- 

at  <n>gaafbM,  us  nMaU«wd  1b  CTDnpn  ■•  »r  Yurtioi'  i>kB  of  l^iniiir  in  ht> '  n -Iji'w.m--. 

lord*  nr  prune  of  Pin»  Qtlt,  that  ix  of  ?Ug»li  a -:r.,j.ii...«-  m  i  Kv- 

■MrDlUl*;*ndiIii^biob*ar>(dthUtb*r*  n,  Un.ri.i  Ili^.nU  :  NiV.  r.iiii:|;!„,      ,[.:-, 

nuollwMH  auia-mosb»lEM(,  lord  Of  »  I...I  I...  :hi'K„iií -.■■lirHrV     l„  N],lrr  Ki- !,.■„.  1 

terrata*7oatb*  bcadnt  of  Wlokloir,  and  dmb-  kljni  aeabonr:  '"  >'■ **•  Mernilnfbain, 

Hwd fell» not*  ooCwUi*.  OiWrv,  |N,ft<.rtn.:„i3,.ri!.  «,1[l(i \j; 1 

14  O'MuMDKiiion,  or  O  Hurtofb.  ohlaf  of  lik-iunl    1,-  [Kn-f.T.I,  .  lurt-.i  lorriiutj   ni.-.i 

---"-ort«rrit0ríofó'lÍ»liii;4oí6lMod«ni,  L.-i.i!;,,  IIIhi  .!■■■  ,!i,tn>i  :>.-  vi.'i*  -.■,.<„„,,...  ..r 
7?i— 1  d— i_i^  „  mentioned  In  O'-       ..  11   I,  .      In  hi  1  !...!■ .  11,  1. 1 

*  Britou  or  Weleb,  ud  -í.lU    ileriw-J    iL.   Dim.-;    u.,1    t.i     c.li.-rr     III/ 

utodnelrDnblln.  i:i,!..if .-..-.  ),.„   I,,.-..,,    ,,l   Nviu'i       I'll,. 

prla»  of  Eh[  LlAy.  b  n  1  .1.    l.,.''    - 1,.     .     'j  ..    ..-m 

■    '  "■'■  "J"      ',1      ■  '  ■   1- 

■i  Pun  In  tb*  tenth  oentury.  >uput  of  the  tatilMtj  of  OTool*.  pita»  of 

Jkt  *kt  Omtf  awl  «fy  of  IXibli*.  tb*  í*  Imiu*.  I»  Wlekkrw,  end  KlBhard  d*  8t  •Uohatl 

kntlna-  bin   been   tb*  principal  familial  of  gotlrom  King  John  a*dt»idet  of  IMMLHB 

lafCWoraBOMSHtl  Tho  lUboU, Trmtk,  1th»,  partuf  O'hlooral  ooultj,  ud  fromtbe 

RuavttLPreauna,  Bernwalle,  St.  bmMN,  5 MlahMlf  tetdt of BbtUa aad'Wnniiliafc, la 

Cnktee,   Cninuslw,   Cot™, Whitae,   WotabM,  Uldo^*UbDaanMMUtlw^MH*MBtr, 

Walk,  ^•rnoVToduWoodloeki,  Direr»,  panted  to  tbe  Ktinreldt,  bona  of  0«*1«,  in 

.- -  ---bold*.   ArebM,  pnld  w«b  Doiolh»»,  doufiUor  of  Aotbont  «'- 

>o  JtiLUiM,  Bat-  «00«,  prtaet  ufLoU 

CHAPTEBIV. 

THE  KINGDOM  0?  ULADH  OB  CLBTBO. 


fHsCod  Into  lírean^  0; 

nil  Urrltorr  oomprlHd  dinnuttgutla  guaee  of  lb*  ooaqu' 

of  Tjrene  «ncf  Dorrr,  wltb  »  fuse  portion  of  tcgta,  when  It  mi  o 

Donigil,  bctn-cen   Lough  Foylo   ud    Longh  toaon  of  Ihe  net  of 

Birlller,  umtlj-,  tbc  peilnjulm  of  IntsonoB,  ■onnlgitj'  ni  troniforred   to   the    n«  of 

■nd  a»  graUer  perl  of  tbe  beronj  of  Rephoo.  Erlmhon.    From  tho  dreometenco  of  In  being 

In  Oil»  territory,  on  a  high  hill  or  mountain,  powomert  br  ae  deececdenl*  of  Eogen,  callen 

ralk.l  Cnanan,  on  tlie  intern  fhore  of  Lough  Clnel  Eogafn,  or  Klnel  Owen,  aeterritorr  alto 

Swtsly, «onlli  of  lin'i     ,'jinl,wiia  eituitod  Ihe  ohtalood  the  name oT  Klnel  Owen.    According 

«.■liiimueil  fuviri-w  ci'leil  tlio  GrOiiuin  ot  AU-  to  the  Book*  of  Leaean  and  Baltj-mute,  lad 

■no*,  from  arUirum.  a  pakK*  or  rejral   mil-  oaer  wtborltleo,  aii  territory  «■  divided  b*- 

denee,  and  Ail<ch  nr  Outank,  which  Blgnlfle*  tween  the  ten  aou  of  Eogan,  wboee  deecend- 

a  rtooe  RntnitL     It  ma  a!»  culled  AUttA  ante  gaie  namea  to  the  Tarlona  dlMrlcti.    In  the 

Sttd,  bíTlae  nVrlred  Iti  name,  acoordlng  lo  cbapter  on  Oin  kingdom  of  Mealh,  It  bu  been 

Oflaharty,  Crnm  Sold,  one  of  ihe  ToMha-le-  eutodana>UlHelll.<>ribedeaoendanuorae 

Dannan  print»),    Thii  fortreu  wai  for  manr  monireb  Hlallof  tboNln*Ho»taio*,ireredlvld- 

agea  ae  Mat  of  the  ancient  kihg»  of  Utater.    It  edlnte  two  great branchca,  namely,  the  Boua em 

was  built  In  a  circular  form  uf  great  ilnnee  and  Northern.    Tbe  southern  Ú\  Ndll  were 

vttktvai  coment,  and  wis  of  Immense  itrenstb.  king»  of  Meatb.  and  manr  of  tbam  monarcna 

in  that  etvle  aenomlnnlcd  CjcIoiicm  archltac-  of  Ireland.    Tbt  northern  Ul  Haill,  of  which 

tore,  and  some  of  Ita  cilecil re  ruins  remain  to  there  were  two  great  branobaa,  namely,  tbo  race 

Ikk  day.  of  Eogaa,  prlnoea  of  Tyrone,  and  the  noe  of 

Tir  Xjgatn  nhtalocd  iti  name  from  Eogan,  Canal,   priuooe  of  TiroonnelL  *|ao    farnlabed 

or  Owen,  eon  of  Kiel)  of  the  Mne  Ilottagiu,  many  monareh*  of  Ireland;  bat  tbt  dMcend* 

wbo  eonqnered  tble  lirrltory  in  tho  beginning  ante  of  Eogm  were  tho  mo*t  anlobrattd  of  all 

ortnenfb   coDtnry,  and  hence  ita  name,  Tlr  U10  ililsslan  clana;  of  thorn  agreal  many  wore 
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P» mm to  the  bm> of  asoyiafh, IbBar- 
!■■-  -«I'll  TllriiiT  rf  Fiiija 

a.  CMmuumi,  or  tnblnv.  MM  of 
MuhMnada:  Km»  HtaUanpiMMr 

M   territory   —WfcH    the    imHIii     Ii  Titrtil  !■  I  TuiriCiil  mint  ■ tj 

■A  of  the  Bounty  of  DshoI  let  •»  4.  O'iltaoai  er  O'Huh.dWtflnidb, 
iataed  la  Tfe  Socmla.  tk«  baoaaur  between  an  Beuyaheonoa,  tn  th*  nanay  of  Tlr  Hugh. 
hath  helnf  Load  Bwllly ;  bat  la  la*  twelfth  ft.  OTuaoaaa,  eUaf  at  Cleaa  HaatbaTB, 
mini    ii,,    o MalAjrtri    ud     0 DaaaeUh,     Okai  flu  leal 

■rcaeee  of  Tlr  CobeoIL.  ban»  aaattnot  «.  Kiodnunji  Xh  Down,  aUaflj 
the  aaOra  of  Doaapl,  thnt  matin*  I**»*  of  KImI  KtaaewKiBel  lade.  Tab  oMilet 
■at*,  aad  tla  the kcaaaartai    Mna  fir     aw  la  Inltowaa. 

lallk  Xopla.    That  lerrttory  apt        J.  Ku  UmMiiau,   or  aba  Lyachya, 


Jl  ttattaa, waataaKaaaw     ardafe  af  Qlau  Una,  or  aiBaM-a-Maa*. 

Sef  It  In  lb*  bogloalri*/ of  theiifth  eentary.  ,-„ 

«at  brother  to  Boaaa,  wha eononered  Tlr    ib.ut.rf  Loi^h  »»1.17. 


lulMwcn.  Tk»iiDi«lMnranwiDUIif 
■  -'  '-'«owen  do*n  to  the 

I    ■!■ .vlu-iTj 


aUaf  af  Haatttr  aursLV 

■■-  -— . *  aataa  here  banaanlrs 

Intbelvtb,  ok*)  to  Km  01m*.  aad  «thai*  la.Wran. 

lit*,  aad  lilh  Moturte».  aooonot»  «m  rliaa  of  ltt.  Aad  Mas  Thuuui,  ar  Mat  Tirana, 

MM9  ooateata  between  tha  CCaaanntlie  aad  ahlaf  af  Cka  Peaiffcell* 

ffHÍillli-' "-,"■—  rlTal  oblefe  of  tha  aaina  11  Mao  avian    or  tha  Hat  oweoaye,  • 

rata,  at  eoateadlnf,  lor  too  toreretaaty  <a*  Tlr  InaA    of    taa    f*HaUa>  vhlaa   tattled    ta 

TaeffDrwmia,lDthelltheearory.ber»roe  umalj,  llaa  nveeay  cf  "«add, aaoee  eltea- 

■rttaat  af  Tb  Coaaell,  and  vara  of  tha  aaau  ntrn  territory  lay  «alt  of  Lour*  IwOItT,  aad 

Eaa  at  tha  OCaaaualai  ud   ONalderrya.  whale cattle »  at  Ealhmnlbn j.  Has  Bweeay 

Tfcrrr  rrlbe-aame,  at  ta  early  period,  waa  Oten  Barhaniafh,oraf  Tlr  Baahaal,  aaar  tha  bataag 

TTtlrilli   from     Iialacb.  oat   of  their  ablets,  of  Banai-h,  who  bad  hit  cattle  at  Batlialu,  and 

They  are  ealtad  In  O'Doiu'i  poem,  -  Cltiima  la  which    trarttorj  wu    situated    Brrchnla 

ftaÉttoA  na  »fw  .t-tuta/that  la,  of  tha  MolntJrl  Biro,  now  Batblln  0  Belrn.  islenoa; 

brown  able  Ids.    The?  sflerwarrts  took  lit  nime  sod  Mao  Swoon»  No  d-Toalh,  tlrnlfjlor  hint 

O-Dombniia  or  Donor!,  one  of  thalr  ancient  Bwoeny  of  tbo  Baitle-aiee.    Hit Siitrlcti  vara 

eUefr.     The    0' Don aaHv  from   Doornail,  or  al»  coiled  ToathaToralrhe,or  the  oietrlctt  of 

Donal  from  ilia  litli  to  ilit  tod  of  tbo  16th  Tor;  Island.    ThU  Mac  Bweenj't  noauMlone 

eentnry,  make    i  very  dlatlnirulahed    figure  lay  In  the    barony  of  Ktlmalrcneo.     Tbaaa 

hi    Irtih    hlKtnry.   at    nrlncei   of    Tlrcoonol.  oblefa  were  called  Mac  Bweeny  Ha  d  Tnagh, 

Tha  Ual   celebrated  ralef  of  the  name  waa  alanlfTlnr  Mao  Bwoenr  of  tba  BatUe-uea,  a 

Rod  llorh  O'lionnell,  lour  r«moo«  a>  oDaof  (Ifle  aali  lo be dertred from  their  being  itan- 

tha  eblef  oomoiaorleni  of  the  northern  Irlah,  dard  baarora  aod  minbala  to  Ihe  0'Donnel>, 

la  (heir  •an  with  Elizabeth.    Korr  0  Donnell,  and  obleft  of  Oalloglaatea.    A  branch  of  th«e 

the  laat  chief  of  the  race,  waa  created  oar]  at  Mac  Sweonn.  who  were  dlaUonlahed  mllllary 

Tpwinell,  but  died  In  exile  on  the  Continent,  loadera,  tettled  In  Monitor  In  Ihe  eoonty  Cork, 

•ad  bit  oiutej  were  confiscated  In  the  rektn  of  In   the   thirteenth  eentorj.  and  baoanio  com- 

Jamas  I.    Many  of  the  O  Donnelle  baTe  bean  nunden  under  the  Mao  Carthja,  prince»  of 

France,  a6d*A" «rta.    The  O'Donaele  ware  In-  ™o"oaLcnon.ii  or  O'Oanagbara,  derrrad 

aunratod  as  iirlnces  of  Tlroonncll  on  the  Bock  from  Oallchobhalr,  a  warrior.  In  tba  baronlca 

afSoune,  it  til  I  mac  renin,  and  had  their  chief  of  Baphaa  and  Trlbngh;  they  bad  a  cattlaat 

eattle  at  Doneral.  Balliahannein,  and  alto  poweand  the  cattle  of 

Tha  rallowlna  cltni  and  chiefs  In  Tlr  Conalll  Ilfford,  and  ware  «nnmandan  of  0  Donnalla 

hi  the  twoldh  ceninry,  are   glren  by  O'Dagan  cacalry. 

under  the  head  of  Kin*  Conalll:  IS,  OToaanaw  It  rjtren  by  OThMtan  In  bll 

I             i)i.iHi"AiDn,0'CiBirrriaiJi,andClaon  poem  at  chief  of  Fiend  Knu,  which  probably 

Dalairh  were  the  principal  chiefs.    The  Clan  waa  tha  Batata  In  the  barony  of  Boyiacb. 

Dalikrh  was  the  tribe  name  of  tha  O'Donnelli  I>.  O'Donuu,  or     OTJonnelly,  chltf   ot 

m  before  itatoiL  *"■'  Drome,  ■  dJitrict  in  lnlihowen. 

I  OBmhufi"-!-  or  O-Boylea,  were  chiefs  of  KL  O'L.inrpa  Is  mantlooad  ta  chief  of  Klnel 

Oaan  ('.ji  Inn  feel  fin.  of  Tlr  Alntnlreaoh.  and  or  Hoaln.  a  dlatiiot  In  the  barony  of  Baphoa. 

Tlr  Baarbanl,  «bleb  territories  comprised  tha  !L  OT,:«m.  or  O'Clarja,  oalahrabtd  ta  tba 
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tfMsdo^oateftof&Jcl  Aamehadhei  or 
■■Mi,  Mf  ttM  barony  of  Loagfard,  ta 
efrantyofQehray. 

Pelt»  Manama  posterity  P  parol 
of  Medbara,  theft*  the  daftriete 
tetescf  Moorne. 
Tie* 


•rUlLaeclMln, 

]**!»  WebafBfl 


the 


pcoses»edtaet*iritory      &  Mao 


rtofOtajUalla, 

flMBtv  Of  AnnOgB,  ffM 

Sated,  partly  bythe  O'Hanlon» 
nifHtlj  bjtii 


4  OTPlaskaaaiil  or 
Tenth  Betba,  a  territory 
Bebnoreto  BeUeek,aadl 


froml4o«kaf»>VsBte) 


partly  by  the  O'Neills,  tfLarkiaa,  O'Dav- 
and  O'Garveys,  -of  tbo  daut  Bory,  who 


the  Oreobh  Buadh,  or  territory  of  the 
Bod  Brooch  knights  of  U later;  O'Hu- 
instya,  of  Ui-Meith  Maeha;  ODonegan» of  Bree- 
Hl  Meaha,  sad  others. 

The  native  onto*  hold  thotr  IndopoBdoaeo 
|owa  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  Armagh 
m  JbtBMd  into  a  county,  AJD.  168«,  by  tbo 
lard  deputy.  Sir  John  Perrott. 

Jan»  Momach,  on  ancient  territory  of  about 
Imp  irrn  «stent  at  the  passant  county  of  For* 
■tMgB.  It  formed  pan  of  the  ancient  pfinet- 
pafltyofOirghlalla. 

.  In  tbo  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  centuries, 
&e  head  chief  of  this  territory  waa  ODubbdara. 
Tae  QFDvmbdamam  were  probably  of  tbo  aamo 
awe  aa  tbo  Mao  Quire»,  who  afterward»  became 
arlaess  of  Fermanagh.  The  latter  name  in  Iriah 
bjflee  0WAir,  sometimes  written  MagwibMr, 
wbJah  la  pronounced  Mao  Ivir,  and  hat  boon 
ttnaeteted  Mao  Qnire  and  Magulre.  The  Mao 
Maw*  took  thia  name  from  UidMr,  one  of 
wstr  ancient  chiefs;  and  they  are  of  tbo  race  of 
Am  (fetfa,  of  the  aame  descent  a»  tbo  Mao 
Mohnnii  lord»  of  Monaghen;  the  O'Hanlon», 
ohftoteof.Orlor, in  Armagh;  the  OKellya, lord» 
of  Ui  ManL,  in  Galway  and  Boecommon.  In 
CPDncan*  Topography  of  tbo  twelfth  century, 
Mao  Uidblr,  or  Mao  Qnire,  la  given  a»  chief  of 
las»  Monaeh,  or  Fermanagh,  and  designated 
which  may  be  thus  translated : 


«Mae  Gtiire,  the  chief  of  hosts. 
Bale  the  mighty  men  of  Manaoh, 
At  home  munificent  in  present». 
The  nobieet  chief  in  hospitality." 

Tne  Magulre»  wore  inaugurated  a»  prince» 
of  Fermanagh  on  the  summit  of  Oullcagh,  a 
"Dent  mountain  near  Swanlinbar,  on  the 
of  Cavan  and  Fermanagh,  and  some- 
,  also,  at  a  place  called  Sclath'Qabbra,  now 
ta.  They  possessed  the  entire  of  For* 
which  was  called  Mao  Oulrueormtry^ 
maintained  their  Independence  a»  lord»  of 
Fermanagh,  down  to  the  reign  of  James  I., 
when  their  country  was  confiscated,  like  other 
parte  of  Ulster.  Several  chiefs  of  the  Mao 
Qnire»  are  mentioned  daring  the  Cromwelllan 
and  William ite  wars,  and  many  of  them  were 
afterward*  distinguished  officers  in  the  Irish 
Brigade,  in  France,  aud  also  in  tho  Austrian 
senricc  The  Mac  Guires  produced  several 
eminent  and  learned  ecclesiastics;  amongst 
whom  may  be  montioned  Cathal,  or  Charles 
Mao  Guire,  archdeacon  of  Clogher,  in  the  fif- 
teenth century,  the  author  of  the  celebrated 
Anna!»  of  Ulster.  Tho  Mac  Guire»  are  still 
numerous,  particularly  in  the  counties  of  Fer- 
managh and  Cavan. 

The  following  chiefs  and  clan»  of  Fermanagh, 
and  the  territories  they  possessed  in  the  twelfth 
eontary,  have  been  collected  from  O'Dugan's 

IO'Maolditin,  or  CMuldoon,  chief  of  Muln- 
ter  MaeMuln  and  Fera  Luirg.  This  territory  is 
now  known  as  the  barony  of  Lurg. 

2  MirufTin  Taithlkih,  or  MaoTullys,  chlefr 


Maheraboy.    Iteaasntaed  the 

of  briber  MaJ^  sad  M*ghNta%  and  ttei 

is  still  retained  by  tbo  mountain  Tarn 

6.  Mao  GrLLA.FijmTjr,or  Mao  QUmneen,  ehlof 
ofMnintir  Poodaobola  of  tbo  Port.  Thto  terri- 
tory, on  tbo  borders  of  Fermanagh  and  Donegal, 
is  stiU  traceable  in  tbo  name  of  Pettlgoe;  and 
he  was  atylod  lord  of  Lough  JCme» 

fl.  Mao  Gilla-Miohh,  chief  of  Gam  OoagsJL 
Clan  Congall  and  O'Oeeafoda,  aw  In  Tlr  Manaoh. 
Tirkennedy  barony  is  probably  Tlr  O'Oeea- 
fboda.  Tbo  name  Mac  GIUe-Mjabll,  bat  been 
angilcixAd  to  Mitchell. 

7.  O'Maolbvjjia,  or  CMnlrooney,  and  O*- 
Elgnlgh,  or  O'Heignlgh,  probably  O'Heeney. 
who  wore  chie»  of  Molatlr  Maohróalda,  and 
of  Maoith  LeJrg  Monaeb. 

a  Mao  Dombhaill,  or  MaoDonnoD,  oUof  of 
Glann  OeaUalgh,  now  tbo  barony  of  Olankalry. 

9.  Tho  Mao  MAinrea»,  fermerry  a  nrnmerona 
elan,  oafefly  ta  Tirkennedy,  who  bad  tbo  ooa- 
trol  of  the  shipping  on  I<c^£rne,  sad  held  the 
offieo  of  hereditsry  chief  manager»  of  the  Usher 
lea,  under  Mao  Quire. 

10.  Tbo  Mao  QAsevia,  who  war»  hewdtrory 
physician»  to  the  Mao  Guire»,  and  many  of  wo 
name  also  learned  oeolcateatJos  and  historians, 
amongst  whom  nay  bo  mentioned  Bodertek  Mae 
Oesaidy,  archdeaoon  of  Otogbar,  who  partly  oem- 
plled  the  Aanal»  of  Ulster. 

11.  Tbo  aGnooHAjaa,  or  OHfrssaoni,  awnmo» 
roaa  elan  la  Fcrnianafh.  many  of  whom  bare 
changed  the  nam»  to  Oreigbton. 

19.  Tbo  MAOnAtwA,  who  bold  aomo  poatav 
alons  at  Tormon  Msgrath,  where  way  bad  a 
oaatlo  la  tbo  parish  or  Tempteeerne. 

^ALABAMA  AX»  VUSKA. 


The  aamo  Ulmdh  was  applied  to  the  whole 
preriaoe  of  Ulster,  bat  »  after  times  was 
ooaflaed  to  a  huge  territory  oomprtelag  the 
present  county  of  Down  and  part  of  Antrim, 
and  was  latinised  VMekk  Thla  territory  ate» 
obtained  the  nam  of  Dal  Aialdb*.  .The  ward 
Dal  algnlfle»  a  part  or  portion,  and  ate»  de- 
scendants, or  a  tribe,  and  hence  DaJ^Aratdhe 
signifies  the  descendants  or  tribe  of  Araldbe, 
as  being  descended  from  Fiacaldh  Araidhe, 
king  of  Ulster  In  the  third  century,  of  the 
race  of  Ir,  or  Clan  Rory,  called  Budericlans, 
whose  posterity  possessed  this  territory,  whose 
name  was  latinised  Dalaradia.  It  comprised 
the  present  county  of  Down,  with  a  great  part 
of  Antrim,  extending  from  Newry,  Carlingford 
Bay,  and  the  Mourn  mountains,  to  Slleve  Mis 
mountain,  in  the  barony  of  Antrim ;  thus  con- 
taining, in  the  south  and  south  east  parte  of  An- 
trim, the  district»  along  the  shores  of  Lough 
Neagh  and  Belfast  Lough,  Gsrrickfergus,  and 
the  peninsula  of  Island  Magee,  to  Larne,  and 
thence  In  a  line  westward  to  the  river  Bann. 
The  remaining  portion  of  the  county  Antrim 
obtained  the  name  of  Dal  Biada.  It  "has  been 
erroneously  stated  by  some  writer»  that  the 
boundary  between  Dal-Araidho  and  Dahiada 
wa»  the  river  Buala,  or  Bosh,  In  the  barony  of 
Dunluce,  county  of  Antrim. 

The  chief»  and  clan»  of  Dalaradia  or  UUdla, 
and  the  territories  which  they  possessed  In  the 
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kwn  ghM^  «standtA  frMB  C4derfleet  or 
to  the  rlelatty  of  BaOjoattU,  along  the 


MOB  Of 


After  anf  lea*  end 
laneTtbelLec 


theOtynae. 

wÍ&lheMecQnllláiis, 
am  shore,  aad  contained  the  buooy  of  Oleiávm,  im^thea>Krwnieat«rteftheeoojitry,«add^ 
sad  pari  of  Carer.   M.  The  Bootes,  called  Be-   pom  mi  J  tho  Mao  Qnfllano.  Daboaadtoo,  la  ha 

Surrey  of  Antrim,  amy»;  »A  lineal  detssnrtaat 


ahv  or  Bala,  whkh  comprehended  tho  baronlet 
of  Danluoe  aad  KUeoaway. 

The  chief  olaaa  la  Daliiada  wart  the  O'Kanea, 
above  mentkmed. 


ofthaafalarMao  QalQaa  tttaa  on  tha  road  be- 
tween BeUaet  aad  CarrtoWergee,  near  the  «Oror 
stream,  and  probably 


hold  the  territory  of 
oakf  eeet  at  Dunlnee. 


L  Tha  Mao  Uroaouw,  or  Maa  Qaluane,  who  a  respectable  farmer,  than  bis  soeeotor  did  at  a 

tha  Bootes,  and  had  than?   prince  ta  thota  turbulent  timet.*    Tha  Maa 

Donalds  wara  created  earls  of  Antrim,  a  dtgaAjf 


%  TteMAoDovALoaJiarlaf  lnraied  the  ter- 
torles  of  Antrim  and  Berry,  where  the*  aftar- 
ard*  made  settlements.    In  the  reign  of  BUsa* 


bath,  BomharU  Boidhe  Mae  Donald;  called  by 
■agflih  wrlten  Borley  Boy,  a  chief  from  the  He» 
bi»M(deacaadedfiromtheaDdeotIriehofthe 
raaa  of  Clan  Coluv  at  given  in  the  note  on 
OifgulV)  came  with  hisferees and  took 


whkh thayetUl  enjoy. 

long  i 
Antrim.    Bereral  fiunlHea  of  theONelDi  hare 


t.  The 
ofO'Harala 


tunas,  a'branoh  of  the  great  tealh/ 
SUgoThare  also  beta  long  settled  to 


been  alao  ta  Antrim  from  aa  early  period.  Tha 
other  cleat  la  thla  territory  were  the  OWadhaUt, 
or  tfShlebi  the  O  Qulnna,  0*Forriat,  Maa  Am> 
tera,  Maa  Gees,  án. 


OHAPTBE  V. 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  CONNACHT. 

In  Irlth  la  OonacAL  prononaood  Oonaght  aad  latlnltad  Cbwaota  ;  the  people  wara 
caBed  Comuldaigh,  In  Latin  OcmaciL  and  Oomackimm^  Coneciane.  ThJa  ancient  kingdom 
faanpitooi  the  preteat  ooontlat  of  Oalway,  Mayo,  BUgo.  Boeeotumon,  Leitrlm,  and  Cavaa.  with 
tha  northern  part  of  Longford,  bordering  on  Lettrtm  and  Cavaa;  la  ancient  timet,  at  drffsroet 

STm^L 


the  territory  of  Clare  la  Thomoed,  fermed  part  of  Ooanaáght,  bat  wat  altlmatoly  added 
-,  aad  tha  coonty  of  Cavaa  waa  added  In  tha  reign  of  BUsaboth, 


in 


&  rtackraor  Ui  JVo^srooa, 
aaptted  to  the  terrltorlet  poeeeeted  by  the  raaa 
of  Flachra,  one  of  the  tone  of  Boealdh  Mulgh- 
niedon,ofthe  raoeof  Erimhon.  Flachra  wat  for 
eome  time  King  of  Connanght  He  waa  a  cele- 
brated warrior,  aad  eommaader-ln  chief  of  the 
Iran  foreet  under  hie  brother  NlaU  ef  the  Nine 
Hoatagoa.  AeeoidiagtotheBookofBaJhrmote, 
fcQo  145,  on  hit  return  home  Ttetorlooa  from  a 
great  battle  which  he  had  fought  with  the  men 
of  Muntter.  A.  D.  408.  he  died  of  hit  wound*  at 
a  place  called  Mac-Uais  In  Meath,  where  he 
wat  buried  with  great  honors,  and  where  a 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  with  an 
inaerlptlon  In  Ogham  character»,  on  which  oc- 
casion fifty  prisoners  taken  in  the  battle,  were, 
according  to  the  Pagan  customs,  aacrlflced 
around  bis  tomb.  The  place  called  Ul  Mac 
TJals,  is  now  the  barony  of  Moygoisb  In  West- 
meatb.  Dathl,  son  of  Flachra,  wat  king  of 
Connanght,  and  monarch  of  Ireland;  he  wat 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  Irish 
monarcha,  and  carried  his  victorious  arms  to 
Gaul,  where  he  was  killed  by  lightning  at  the 
foot  of  the  Alps,  A.  D.  429.  His  body  was 
brought  to  Ireland,  and  buried  in  Rolig-na- 
Btgh,  the  ancient  cemetery  of  the  Irish  kings, 
at  Cruachan,  near  Elphtn.  Dathl  wat  the  last 
Pagan  monarch  of  Ireland.  Oil  Id  Molt,  ton  of 
Dathl.  was  also  king  of  Connaugbt  and  mon- 
arch of  Ireland,  in  the  fifth  century.  Amal- 
gaidh. another  son  of  Fiachra,  was  also  king  of 
Connaught,  and  from  him  the  territory  of  Tlr 
Amalgaidh.  or  Tlrawlcy,  in  Mayo,  obtained  its 
name.  Dathl  the  monarch,  had  a  ton  called 
Flachra  Elgach,  whose  posterity  gave  name  to 
the  territory  of  Ui  Fiachrach  Mualdhe  or  Hy 
Flachra  of  tho  Moy,  also  called  Tlr  Fiachrach, 
and  afterwards  Tlreragh  barony,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Bllsro.  This  Flachra  had  a  son  called 
Amalgaidh.  who  raised  a  earn  of  great  stones, 
called  Cam  Amalgaidh,  where  great  attem* 


biles  of  the  people  wara  bald,  and  where  Am- 
algaidh hlmeetf  wat  barlod.  It  la  aappoted 
that  nit  earn  waa  on  the  Mil  of  MttUagkoara, 
near  the  town  of  KlUala  At  Cera  Amaft- 
gntdh  the  chiefs  of  tha  0*Dowds  ware  maa- 
gnrated  at  princet  of  Ul  Flaehra,  though  aa* 
cording  to  tome  aaaoaata  the  O'Dowds  wara 
sometimes  Inaognrated  oa  tha  hill  of  Ardnaraa 
near  BslHaa.  Brtaa,  klag  of  Ooonaaght,  aaate 
tor  of  the  UlBrlala  raaa,  aad  NletTof  the  Viae 
Hoatagot,  aacettor  of  TJI  AeilL  ware  brothers 
of  Fiachra,  ton  of  Boealdh  MtUghnnedoa;  aad 
hence  these  three  brotben  were  progenitors 
of  the  kings  and  head  chiefs  of  Meath,  Ulster 
and  Connaught  The  territories  poeseesed  by  the 
race  of  Flachra  were  conntlet  of  Blbro  and  Mayo, 
with  a  great  portion  of  Oalway.  The  territory 
of  Ui  Fiachra  In  Oalway,  or  southern  Ui  Fiach- 
rach, was  called  Ui  Fiachrach  Aldhni,  from 
Eogan  Aldhni,  ton  of  Eocaidh  Brec,  eon  of 
Dathl,  monarch  of  Ireland  The  posterity  of 
Eogan  Aldhni.  the  chief  of  whom  were  tho 
O'Beynes,  O  Clerys,  and  O'Sbaughnessys,  poe- 
sested  thlt  territory,  which  was  coextensive 
with  the  Diocese  of  Kilmacdniuru :  and  aa 
account  of  its  chiefs  and  clans  will  be  found 
in  the  note  on  Booth  Connanght.  The  chiefs 
of  North  Ul  Fiachrach  in  Bllgo  and  Mayo  were 
the  O'Dowds,  Ac  According  to  O'Dagan  and 
Mac  Flrbts,  fourteen  of  the  race  of  Ui  Fiachra 
were  kings  of  Connaught,  tome  of  whom  had 
their  residence  In  Aldhni,  In  Oalway;  others 
at  Cera,  now  the  barony  of  Cam,  In  Mayo ; 
and  some  on  the  plain  of  Mualdhe,  or  the  Moy 
In  Bligo. 

The  Clans  of  Ul  Flachra  are  that  designated 
by  O'Dugan:— 

"  Blnn*aluagh  nam-borb  oUathach.'* 

"  The  music-loving  botta  of  fierce  engage- 
ments.n 

ODunnna,  a  name    sometimes  anglicised 
ODowda,  but  mm  frequently  0*Dowd,  and 
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II.  O'Uaofmw  Ol^rugbnao,  by  ami  motkaed.  Theneaaif  Piirtwii  BrtlM.1* 

■ofHefaed  to  Loftaa.  11»  0  i-jnghoia»  wan  IB  Brian*  MM»  from  Hi  thai  pcmmd  by 

oh&ft  of  •  territory  «Had  th.  Two  Bw  bow  tba  nee  of  m  Bnula.    Tbe  UlKfoln  w dn- 

tkip>rUb<i(Bu^dtiuUdb«tw*ÉmLouhC<m  rtwd Uafaowi* twatdni a* dmtalm^ rf 

and  the  rircr  Moy  In  Maya.  Brian,  UkJ  of  Obaaught,  in  tlu  ftmrtl  eao- 

<•     mi X — —'--M    ™_ii .-      t«5lOB«i    llWlllW)  *—       »^J_ 

-   iTtiiri  anntlfiniT.  ewi  tt 


ll(  aUmg  Um   WMt 


■Un  haute  of  th*  Mnt,  be-  poatadti  conemd  Ik*  mnv  pot 
SJJlak,     Tl*  taut»,  OK**     .....1«  >.J  ....   .«jM   in   I'l  III 


m"ur"c 


í   Ilia    0  Conor*.  klagl«f 

i;  lI'Rtilljl;   M,c     ll.T- 


Bmeh  Huh,!  ÚU 

M  Hoy/In  Sllgo. 
IL  ffCo—  -■    - 


7  dístííc  t*ln  tbTpxtih  of  KB- 


nanebt;  thu  O'Koiirk»;  "I'.tiilyl;  Xiao  li.r- 
modi:  Mao  DoBogh» ;  OFiah.ms;  t.i  w..i:.j-; 
Mac    Lllrulitvi ;   i.fF.IU.n.;    li'h'liuri,  ;    liJIi. 


,.-.    ,:f   11    f.„ . 


Xlmaln     Thle  clu  it.  ft  bnncli  at  th*  aoeth-  From  MaU  of  tin-  Mm'    Id. .-i  .n...i:,.r  .  r 

Ha  OlNelll,  descended  from  T  leglrt,  monarch  liri.-.ii>  l.ri.ll..  I-.  v.-r.    I-    i    I  .J.-.;.  : -•  n. <  hi  !■■  m -J 

of  Ireland  In  the  fifth  ceiton.udui  of  tb*  ii,  Uio  n-.  t-  s-  ■■■?■  Jli-aiti,  Tir  E"c-iiu  ami  iir  too- 

eoawnunSWMlhe  OCotodeJbhainjwO'Xe»-  «Hi!  0  H ■■■  ■.diUm.  lings  of  M.i.Ui ;  ibo 

deDaBa,  I™»"  °*Cf  Laeghalro  tnMealh.but  '■  '.".:::-  kiiu'^l  i.i.-i.r,  «ml  j.rm'-.--  ■  .>rTt  roi„, : 


bent?  of  CMtello.oonntjofMmjo,oODlpriÉ(Bi  ■■(  \|.-.,il     i     i,        ..   r.  . 
sianarlihei  of  Aghamore,  Baku  andXnoek.  Tl»  O'Hoiiims  and  (/KiiKtiu 

Tiara  uri  virlona other  duu,  many  of  Own  ■  1  - ■  ■  -  r , f  c-:- .(•■■' 'h   f  inn,  at  Un 

£ ' 


a  other  elani,  ma»  of  Htm     

amnamaa,  In  tb*  OMntlM  of  Wan  and    tin?      i".i:.:i  k>il,  who    u  ■!  I 
),•>  In*  OBar ■VB- "-'  '■-- 


V     ■  ■  t"n, 


OXJattollcys,   OCreani,  (TOanjri,    CCoaaoli-    ■■  ■  imi  -MM  r..  i.h  -.  n'onnvidii :  him!  fr-m 

law  or  or — *- "  "■■■■■--'■   ■-   — 


O-Balniti,  burled  at  l-V-m^u.    This  Aedh  Finn  « 

,  _,   O'Conach-  ivji'linl  -I  Hrl.ir-,  kli.i;  iTOiriruiught:  i 

Cabrmch,  tn  Tin-  n-:i;  ih.  •  •■  I :■  ■ :: r , .      „n>:  ni;ii!:;-ni.    i-asin] 

no,    irrjaiuieuF*!,    Wioatagfaaoa,    fyBlDnia,  4  iiiiiii    A-  ill.i'    J  Inn.   llinr    '-'.  ili,<    [n.^lvrln    cif 

(rHaflial,  O'Hnada  ur  0'Faaaa,and  CTTap*,  llndi   1 1 . -■   r«lr.    Tim  afmanaaM;  O'RluIro, 

—t  same  anglicised  to  Bwtft,— OXolnap  or  "Kmiii-.  i.r  <  .'"C.nrk.j,  1.,-li  ■  1 . ..  ■  I  r   i-uiih-  I  ".mi 

fflffntliea.   O'MaolinolebsIfnbii,  liiflliihul  U  '"-  "'  if-  I r  amliTii  ■  ij I ■■■>,  Koarc,  «ho  m 

larlij   O'MnlroiMiiri  or  Eoomrt,  (niorant,  Mmi'  ■■:  i:n  -n.  v  in  id,-  r.  urii  rcuiiirr.    llaDi 

(«loldot™,  O'MHnaoa,  O-CaiVsTi,  DTtana-  ■ . '..- ■!  -f.i- !  :-.  ri;.  ,  .  n,  T.   ,,■;,■ 

tan*.  O'Uomaajs,  Mac  Uara|ttyi,  O'BplIlana.  !■  n.lcJ  win,  tl.,,  o'C-incrf  for  ll.r  iu\tr,-lc.iLy 

Tba  O'Docntlli  and  Mae  Bwacnaja  Irom  ■■>!  »hb  'i-l''     "-'i-l   In   iLc   i.  nili  r.-miiry.  ,  no 

Donagil,  who  arttlfd  In  many  part*  of  Bllro  ->'   id' ml   i.'i",'i.   r,;i.r..l    i.vii<„ii-l,..  i,Cr.:ii,i,t 

and  Mayo,  particularly  when  tbe  O'Donuli,  ■  ' '  '  '■■ '  '  ■  '  ■■  '■■   I  !>■  '■■'", 

Cett  of  Tlrconofll.  eiteoded  Ihelr  powct  <■■  vim"'i.  «i.m!  ■n.-tuv.l  iii  a[.., ill.,  «ill, 

Bllpo.    Many  famlllca  of  tlie  O'DanmHa  tin'  mtn  -r  M-mli.    '!  I.. -i>  ];..,  rk.-    >i„.l  il„: 

ind  Miu:  Sweentyi  wore  «ettlod  lo  Bllgo  and  Ii:'.--  .-r  kinc.-  '■(  11  ■  n,l  un.l  ■  ,.ni,,:..  nl.  „,.,1  in 

MWO.  lattir   limra   thai  of  [irlnrw  „f  WX1    Brcfix.y, 

Tlie   OTiisom   Shoo.     A    brmch   of  tba  Cat  I.,  ul  tl ,',»■  ■ !  l.,ltr ■- ,.  ■! ,.  .i  i;,  ",-s 

CTConou  of  IV.sconiiiion,  disconilanta  of  the  '■.    i    ■  .      .-     '   I'.  ■     I'-  -     .,,, 

tlntu  of  CfBn Slight,  se tiled  tn  Slim,  and  be-  county  of  (árai    Andant  Brefney  waa,  fn  tbe 

cams  very  powerful  In  Hie  aliteentn  ctntury  lOtb  century,  dMded  Into  two  prlnctpolltlM. 

Tbe  heal  of  tbe  family  waa  dcilgnatcd  tbe  tbeO'Kootkes,iaprln««of Wort Brefney, being  i 

O'Cun.irSHno.and  ipp«ui  to  bayo  «tended  the  principal  ohlils,  and  toe  O'Ralilja,  M  prtn-  ] 

hla  tinwer  over   tbo  greater    part    of    that  eea  of  Eaat  Brefnay,  poaaealne  the  territory  of 

conntrj.  the  pneent  eonnty  of  CiTin.  ffRonrk.'a  conn- 

Tbe  Mao  Finnisis.  called  Clan  FirbMg\  try  wii  called  Briihay  (VAtotinl-iMnd  OTcllly'i 

in  Ii  iloscendi 4  Irotn  the  same  itock  conntry^yVes  (PBtUlf,    O'Eourki'a  anc'— ■ 

lowdi,  princes  of  Ul  Flacbra.    Thou:  (■—-*--'"■■  '-■■ ■  -■■ *    

rrilnrv  was  Maih   Brinn  tn  Trraw.  I 


I), iiv.!-.  jirlnrea  uf  L'l  Flacbra.     Their    prlnclpulity  comprised   the  nreseiil   c 
jrrltory  wu  Majib  Brtnn  In  Tyraw-    Leirrim,  wltb  th -'- '"■ 


Ion  In  Tyraw-  Leirrim,  with  the  presenl  barony  of  Tnllaghngb, 

n  Roasert,  be-  andpartof  Tnlln»hntinho,ln tbe coantjof rayan, 

jtly  at  Ltacan,  the  rirer  at  Ballyconnell  beui(  (he  bonndary 

In  tbo  ]isrlah  of  KYi;!.1"'--.  bainiv  of  Tireragh,  between     Brefuey    O'Roarke     and     Brefney 

Mat  of  tlie  river  Moy,  uliore  Ihey  had  estates  O'Rtelly.     BrefSey  O'Bonrk*  waa   aeparated 

and  a  raft!.-.  :!ie  v.ilV.-.  i:f  whleh  •!]:[  remain,  from  Fermanagh  or  Mao  Gniro's  country,  br 

Tin,  Mm  Flrblw  held  the  WEw  of  OliamJu,  Loogh  Melrin.  Lough  Han  Nean,  and  Cnllcign 

tint  Ii,  of  liii:>rl..;r«|.|i,!rs  and  poeU,  of  Ul  mountain.    It  ippeara  alio  that  a  emill  pntlon 

Flacbra,  and  a!  one  time  of  all  Conusnaht.  of  the  barony  of  Cerbery,  In  the  eonnty  of 

Bllgo,  belonged  to  Brefuey  OTtonrkc.     Con- 

Ui  Biinra  Hnr.rni.  raacnl,  also  railed  Conmjicnl  of  Mo/  Rein,  of 

whleh  the  O'Ronrkes  were  also  lords,  wm  an 

Tbl«  anoint  torrltorry  comprlsei  the  priaent  indent  territory  which  derired  Iti  nimefrom 

eennlti  •  nfCn»»n  and  Leltrlm,  and  was  pirtof  Conmie,  one  of  the  lone  of  Mo»a,tbe  eelobratod 

Um  Kli  plomofCn  nranrirt  down  to  the  reign  of  qnoon  of  Connaoght,  at  the  begtnniugof  "■- 

KHtabotb,  when  It  m  add»  to  the  province  of   Chrtsthn*»;  " '— '  "• ■■ 

UlKal,  and  foriued  Into  the  U 
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a  beta  anglicised  Oocaa  « 

III  bit  dictionary,  at  tat  wocd 

ithat  tat  Mae  Bgaat  wort  chiefs  of 

,     anigbe  In  Brefney;  btnot  Mao  Gtgadhaln 

aid  Mae  JSagaln  may  probably  havt  boom  tbt 


Mao  Dabcbaidb,  which  (Miriam  wrtttt 
Dorobnigba,  obltf  of  Kiatl  Loaebaln,  a 


lte.whleh  may  probablj  bt  traced 
ofmVa  townland  of  Labeen.  This 


In  tbt  baroaj  of  Mobil),  count/  ofLttoV 
"    "     ad  tatho 

rhi 

Ma  by  ton»  anglicised  to  Darej. 

H  Mao  FLAmravADBA,  of  tbt  not  of  Ita.  a 
ammo  rendered  Into  Mae  Clancy,  wbo  «at  ohtaf 
of  Dartreldhe,  or  Dartry,  aa  ancient  ttrrlterj 
at  tTttntlvt  with  tbt  prtttnt  baroaj  of  Boav 
taarinw,  la  Ltltrim. 

.  COronr  aad  (XObaxbbaxu^  or  POarroQ. 
wavwai4oaiatiofOalraigb^aalttrietaa>iiBiBf 
TJartrj,  In  tbt  prtttnt  baroaj  of  Dromahalra» 
toamtj  of  Ltltrim,  and  which  appeart  to  bays 
otamarahondtd  aa  adjoining  portion  of  BUga, 
aaar  tbt  prtttnt  pariah  of  dairy,  in  thatooaoty. 
Th»  district  comprised  tbt  parishes  of  Dnm- 
i  aad  Klllargy  in  Ltltrim,  with  part  of  tbt 
fcofCalrylnSUgo.     . 

It  ICAollAOiuoaA^hiefofalachBrtatralgbo, 
attfeiet  on  tbt  border*  of  Ltltrim  and  Loaf- 


to  bt  bara  mitaltomtd;  aad  hi 
modarm  timet  tbtrt  art  fcmlHtt  of  tbt  aamt  of 
Smith  tn  many  parte  of  Irtkad,  tappottd  of 
Ingttth  dMotat,waaaiay  traot  their  dttotat 
from  tbt  MlletlaaMaoGowaoa 

14.  MAoeiLLADCtxs,orMao01lMa41  In  tbt 
Amaak,  at  tbt  year  185a.  Manat  Mae  GtoUadaiba 
toinentioned  aa  chief  of  TtaUacb  Qalrhhotth, 
now  tbt  baroaj  of  TaUjgarrt/,  tn  tbt  oouaty 
of  Oavtn. 

IT.  MAwTAifjw  lawi.or MatTnlly.  Tho  Mao 
Tnlljtwtrtobianof  amatrtet  oompriatag  tbt 
greater  part  of  tbt  pariah  of  Drang,  la  tbt 
baroaj  orTnJlygBrray. 

1&  aUoOAÍat,atlaaot1glaanjtromMoaaf 
baa,  tot  tetUtd  far  mtaj  otntnrict  1m  tho 
ooaatj  «f  Oaram,  whoro  thoj  art  tott  amat- 
roaa,  partfookrij  In  tbt  baroalttof  TaOjginrej 
aadulaaktt.  Tbt  Mae  Cabot  woro  a  warttka 
ohm,  aad  art  frequently  aaamtWBod  tn  tbt  Book 
of  Oevan  at  oomnaadara  of  battle 


nmdsr  tat  0*BtiHya,  la  their  watt  with  tbt 
Hah  of  tat  Pahv 

19.  Tbt  OThnmr»m\  aa  aadtat  elam  to  tho 
ooaatj  of  Geyaa,  aad  ttfll  anmerooa.  partka- 
larij  la  tbt  baroaj  of  Oanmahoa    OfQdtoam 


or  Ylnntyar,  obltf  of  groat  tobooi 


lL  mao  fiobbhaib,  or  finnayar,  ohiof  of 
Ifatator  Greedain,  or  Getradbnln,  a  diatriot  la 
tfaefoatbarn  part  of  Ltltrim. 

11.  Mao  Raobstaill,  or  Mae  RannaH,  a  namo 
aagUeawd  to  Reynolds,  wert  chlto  or  Main- 
tar  Boluls.  This  territory  wat  tomttlmtt 
atUod  donmacni  of  Moyreln,  and  oompriatd 
ahaoat  tbt  whole  of  tbt  prtttnt  baroanto  of 
Lattrtm.  Moblll  and  Carrjgallen,  in  the  ooaatj 
of  Latlnm,  with  a  portion  ot  tbt  north  of  Long» 
ajti.  Tbay  wore  of  the  raoe  of  Ir,  or  Claana 
Borj,  aad  of  tbt  tame  stock  at  tbt  OTtrralm 
prfaMtt  of  Anally,  or  Longford.  Taej  had 
tattles  at  Rlnn,  Leltrim  aad  Loogfa  Bear. 

IS.  OMaoilkiadbaiob,  or  OMulvey,  obltf  of 
Mash  Nelse,  or  Nisi,  a  district  which  laj  along 
the  Shannon  in  the  west  of  Leltrim,  near  Oar- 
tiek-on-Sbannon. 

14  Mac  Bbadaigh,  or  Mao  Brady.  The  Mao 
Bradya,  sometimes  called  O'Bradys,  are  given 
bj  Mac  Geoghegan  as  a  branch  of  the  O'Carrolla, 
chiefs  of  Calry,  a  territory  in  Leltrim,  in  the 
barony  of  Dromabaire,  as  already  explained  in 
the  preceding  part  of  this  article;  ana  ther  are, 
ia  fact,  often  called  O'Carrols  at  the  present 
day,  particularly  by  persons  speaking  in  Irish, 
who  designate  them  Caroollaghs.  The  Mao 
Bradys  are.  extremely  numerous  in  the  county 
of  Cayan,  particularly  in  the  barony  of  Lough - 
toe.  Baron  Thomas  Brady,  a  distinguished 
field  marshal  for  many  years  in  the  Austrian 
serrice,and  who  died  at  Vienna  In  1SS7,  was  a 
native  of  the  county  of  Cavan. 

Iff.  The  Mac  Gobhaixs,  Mac-an-Ghobhains, 
or  O'Gobhains,  a  name  which  has  been  anglicis- 
ed to  Smith,  are  very  numerous  in  the  county 
ot  Cavan,  particularly  in  the  parishes  of  Lavey, 
Laragh  and  KiUinkore  The  Mac  Gowans  are 
also  very  numerous  in  Kossinver,  in  the  county 
of  Leltrim,  as  explained  In  the  section  on  Dala- 
rtdla,  or  county  of  Down  The  Mac  Gowans 
are  of  the  race  of  Ir,  or  Clanna  Rory.  Many  of 
the  name  have  proved  their  distinguished 
descent,  being  remarkable  for  groat  strength 
and  bravery,  and  having  been  chiefs  of  gallow- 
glatses  under  the  O'Reillys.  The  Mac  Gowans 
were  originally  a  clan  in  Dalaradla,  or  th<s  county 
of  Down,  and  la  earlv  times  produced  many 
tmlneot  ecclesiastics,  loomed  men  and  potta, 


Bo>.  Or.  Thomas  pTiarham  prothkat  of  tho 
of  Otvaaftht  mtad  and  lbyortta 

w f  Dona  Swift,  aad  dtwlafnitht4  fcr 

hM  grant  wit  and  taloatt;  Thomas  Saorlian, 
bit  too,  a  otlobratod  aotor,  aad  antbor  of  am 


Ion,  tat  torn  tf  Thomas, 
tdld  ftaijat,  aad  oat  of 
of  ma  ago  at  aa  orator* 


btrtrf 


woB  kaowa  mr  i 

tk§  moat  tmiatnt ; 

dramatitt  aad  pott   Manjothor 

tfaaBmiiljbayea^bttaUgm>dh41agn^ 

la  tho  lltoiarj  world 

M.  Tho  CKtoHui»  or  Othnrjt,  ghrta  hi  tbt 
Map  of  Ortottat  at  a  dam  hi  Ohram,  m  tho 
baroaj  of  TnHygarrtj.  Thaj  woro  Itemttd 
aboat  tbt  plaee  aftwwirdt  oatttd  OootthOL  dt 
this  Dually  wat  Jamet  Oarrj,  MDM  tbt  aah> 
brattd  writer  on  tho  civil  wart  of  Ireland. 

91.  Tbt  (KJLBETt,  or  Olarkes,  a  branch  of  the 
OClerys  of  Connangbt  and  Donegal,  and  of  the 
same  stock  as  the  celebrated  authors  of  the 
Annals  of  the  Fonr  Masters,  numerous  in  the 
county  of  Cavan,  particularly  In  the  baronies  of 
Tullygarrej  and  Clankee. 

23.  The  O'Dalts  and  O'Mulllgana,  clans  In 
the  county  of  Cavan,  wbo  were  hereditary  bards 
to  the  O'Reillys, 

28.  The  Fmr  ATBXoxt,  a  numerous  elan  in  the 
county  of  Cayan,  chiefly  located  in  the  baronies 
of  Tullvhnneo  and  Loughtee.  They  wert 
originally  of  the  Fltxpatricks  of  Otsory,  but 
have  boon  settled  for  a  long  period  In  the  county 
of  Cavan. 

94  The  FmuxoML  a  numerous  clan  in  the 
county  ef  Cavan,  chiefly  in  the  barony  of  Castle- 
rahan,  who  came  originally  from  the  English 
Pale,  being  of  Anglo-Norman  descent,  bnt 
have  been  long  located  in  the  county  of  Cayan. 

28.  The  0'FABBn.Lrs,  a  numerous  clan,  par- 
ticularly in  the  parish  of  Mnllagh,  county  of 
Cavan. 

26.  Several  other  elans  settled  in  considerable 
numbers  in  various  parts  of  the  county  of 
Cavan.  as  the  O'Murrays,  Man  Donnells,  O- 
Conaghtys,0'Connolls,  Mao  Manuses,  O'Lychea, 
Mao  Gilligans,  O'Fays,  Mae  Gaffneys,  Mac 
Hughs,  O  Dolane,  ODroms,  Ac, 

27.  Several  clans  in  the  county  of  Leltrim, 
not  mentioned  bj  ODugan,  at  tbt  Mat  Gktat 
of  Botsinvtr,  tbt  Mao  Ftrguatt,  bortdltarj 
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the  Book  of  Longh  Key,  on  an  Island  te  Long* 
Kay,»*»*  Boyle,  and  they  held  the  Ugh  and 
lie  office  of  hereditary  marshals  of  Oon- 
,  the  duties  attached  to  whleh  were  to 

,  regulate  the  military  forces,  and  tonro- 

pore  thorn  for  battle  at  oommanders-in-ehief; 
•Jit  to  preside  at  the  inauguration  of  the  O*- 
Conors  at  king»  of.  Connaught,  and  to  proclaim 
their  election.  They  held  their  rank  at  km!»  of 
MojhiH.  down  to  the  reign  of  Elixebeth,  and 
considerable  possessions  down  to  the  period  of 
the  Oromweuian  ware,  when  their  estates  were 
etanWated;  hot  it  Is  a  singular  lhet  that,  of  all 
the  Milesian  chiefs,  the  Mae  Dermotts  atone 
have  retained  their  title  of  prince,  at  fto  Mae 
Jhtmod  is  to  this  day  recognised  at  prince  of 
Oooterln.  in  the  county  of  Sligo,  holding  a 
part  of  the  hereditary  possessions  of  hie  anoee- 
tora.  There  are  several  famines  of  the  Mae 
Dermotts  in  Connanght  at  the  present  day. 
The  Mao  Donoghs,  or  whom  an  account  hat 
been  given  in  the  section  on  North  Connaught, 
worea  branch  of  the  Mao  Dermotts,  aad  lords 
of  Ttrerrili  and  Oorran  in  Sligo.  It  may  be 
obeerred  that  O'Dugan  gives  the  following  as 
the  ancient  chiefs  of  Moylurg,  before  the  time 
of  the  Mao  Dermotts.  He  designates  them  thnt ; 

M  The  ancient  chief  of  Moylurg  of  abundance, 
Mao  Boach  (or  Mao  Keogh),  Mae  Maen  the 

Great 
Aad  Mao  Rlabhainh  (or  Mae  Eery),  of  effl- 
»  dent  forces." 

Ui  Maxx  ahd  Ui  Fxaobaoh  Anna. 

1.  O'Cbllauik,  or  O  Kelly.  The  name  0*- 
Oaflalgh  is  derived  from  one  of  their  ancestors, 
ffetllnrh  a  celebrated  chief  in  the  ninth  centnry. 
The  O'Kellys  are  a  branch  of  the  Clan  OoUa, 
of  Orgiall  in  Ulster,  and  of  the  same  descent  as 
the  Magntree,  lords  of  Fermanagh,  the  Mac 
Mahoos,  lords  of  Monaghan,  the  O'Hantone, 
eUefs  of  Oirior  in  Armagh,  and  tome  other 
dans,  of  whom  an  account  has  been  giTen  In 
the  note  on  OrgKiaUa.  In  the  4th  centnry 
Mani  Mor*  or  Manl  the  Great,  a  chief  of  the 
Olan  Colla,  having;  collected  his  forces  in  Org- 
hlalla,  on  the  borders  of  the  present  oounties  of 
Tyrone,  Monaghan  and  Armagh,  marched  to 
Connaught,  and  having  conquered  a  colony  of 
the  Flrbolga,  who  possessed  the  territory  called 
Magh  Seitv-cKiTUoili  expelled  the  Firbolgs,  and 
to  that  territory,  which  was  possessed  by  his  pos- 
terity, bo  gave  the  name  Ui  Mani,  which  has 
been  laUnised  to  Ify  Mania  and  I  Mania. 
This  extensive  territory  comprised  a  great  part 
of  South  Connaught,  in  the  present  county  of 
Galway,  and  was  afterwards  extended  beyond 
the  river  duck  to  the  Shannon,  in  the  south  of 
Roscommon,  and  comprised  the  baronies  of 
Bally  moo,  Tlaquin,  Killian  and  Kllconnel,  with 
part  of  Clonmacnoon  in  Galway,  and  the  barony 
of  Athlone  in  Roscommon.  The  O'Keilys  were 
princes  of  Ui  Mani.  liy  Mania  is  thus  describ- 
ed by  O'Dugan : 

44  A  great  division  of  Connaught  is  that  plain, 
Of  ITl  Mani  of  vast  assemblies. 
Extending  from  the  Shannon  of  fairy  streams 
To  Cnoc  Mealh  of  the  great  kings." 

The  O'Kellys  held  the  office  of  high  treasur- 
ers of  Connaught,  and  the  Mac  Dermotts  that  of 
marshal*.  Tadhg  or  Telge  O'Kelly,  was  one  of 
the  commanders  under  Brian  Borolmhe  at  the 
battle  of  Clontarl    The  O'Kellys  had  castles  at 


MnBtghmon  and  Agnrane,  now  Geetto- 
m  the  county  of  Galway,  and  at  AtMona, 
AthJeague,  Oorbeg,  GeTyand  Bkryne,  In  the 
eonnty  of  Boseommon.  The  ebleti  of  the  O  - 
KeUytwere  inaiiguwtedatCnaatnskar^abont 
Uto  milet  from  Eyreconrt,in  the  eonnty  of 
Galway  and  hold  their  rank  aa  princes  of  UI 
Maine  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 

tL  Mao  OmnaoBTAion,  or  Mao  Oiraghty.  a 
name  anglicised  Mae  Geraghty,  or  Geraghty, 
doseandodlromthaiMnoatoakaafliaO/Ooayata, 
kings  of  Connanght 

"Mac  Oiraghty  of  the  8taedt  was  the  ruling 
chief, 
Of  Muintlr  Bodufr  of  rightful  hwre— 
Afearlett  warrior  as  ho  ranged  the  woods.1* 

Mac  Ctoaghty,  chief  of  Clan  Tonultaigh,  The 
districts  of   Clan  Tomaltalgh   and   Mnintir 


Bodnlr,  were  situated  In  the  barony  of  1 
common,  county  of  Eoeoommon.  whan  de- 
prived of  their  territories,  some  of  the  clan 
settled  in  Mayo  and  Sligo,  aad  are  to  this  day 
the  chief  possessors  of  the  island  of  Inls  Murray, 
off  the  coast  of  Sligo,  their  having.  It  la  said, 
glTon  name  to  the  island  from  theirJbqnex  title 
at  head  chiefs  of  Biol  Murray,  and  arc  atiH 
gorerned  by  a  chief  of  the  tribe.  Aa  a  remark- 
able drenmstanoe  connected  with  the  Mao 
Oiraghtys  who  reside  at  Oroagh  Patrick  in 
Mayo,  an  antique  boll  la  kept  by  them,  and  la 
traditionally  stated  to  have  boon  one  of  those 
used  by  8t  Patrick. 

a.  O  Fmh  aohta,  or  OTeenaghtrt,  chief»  of 
ClanOonmalgh  and  Olan  Murchadha,  districts 
in  the  two  Half  baronies  of  Ballymoe,  la  the 
counties  of  Boseommon  and  Galway*  Two 
distinct  chiefs  of  the  OTeeneghtys  an  given  by 
ODugan.  one  of  Clan  Miirrogh,  and  the  other 
of  Olan  Conway;  the  former  being  designated 
14 Chief  of  Clan  Mnrrogh  of  the  Onampione* 
O'Feenaghty,  onion  of  Ohm  Conway,  had  their 
castle  at  Dunemon,  near  the  rt?or  Buck,  In  the 
county  of  Boseommon. 

4  O'F ALLAH* ant,  or  OTallona,  chiefs  of 
Clan  Uaiaeh,  a  district  in  the  barony  of  Ath- 
lone, in  the  county  of  Boseommon,  comprising 
the  parishes  of  Cam  and  Dysart,  and  had  a 
castle  at  Milltown.  The  O'Fallons  were  origin- 
ally chiefs  in  Westmeath  near  Athlone.  By 
O'Dugan  they  are  designated  in  terms  whiob 
may  be  thus  translated : 


"  The  O'Fallons  who  marched  with  force 
Were  chiefs  of  Clan  Uadech  of  wine  banquets, 
Men  who  let  not  their  spears  decay. 
Of  those  are  the  freeborn  elans.* 

5.  0*Bikx,  or  O'Beirnes,  chiefs  of  Mnra  CK 
Mannachaln,  otherwise  called  Tir  Briutn-na- 
Slonna,  or  Tir  Briune  of  the  Shannon.  This 
territory  lay  along  the  Shannon,  In  tho  barony 
of  Ballintobber,  in  Boseommon,  comprising  the 
parishes  of  Kllmore  of  the  Shannon,  Cloonaff, 
Aughrim  and  Kilumod,  extending  nearly  to 
Eldhtn. 

6.  O  Mankachaik,  or  CMonnaghan,  was 
also  a  chief  on  the  same  territory  as  O'Belrne. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  these  CBelrnea  are 
of  a  different  race  from  the  O'Byrnes  of  Wick- 
low. 

7.  O'HAnnjDffB,  or  OUanleys,  chiefs  of  Kinel 
Dobhtha,  a  large  district  in  the  barony  of  Ballin- 
tobber, county  of  Boseommon,  along  the  Shan- 
non. 
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